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nepimtmi  of  John  Ann.stro,u,,  c,H,i>urr  of  /r.v.v«..v'  .stnuncr  ,t„d  ann,f  on 

tSt.  rani  I  sin  lilt. 

managkment. 

State  of  (Jalifounia, 

Citjf  and  Coniit)/  of  Son  Fmiicisco,  nn: 

.Inhu  Aniistn»ng,  having  been  duly  sworn,  (l,>,„,sos  an.l  savs-  I  .ini 
oO  y«'ars  ,.M,  and  reside  in  San  Francisco.     I  was  en. 
ployed  in  Alaska  servi<;e  in  «!onnecti'»i,  witii  the  scil      '-^i'"''"" 
lislieries  from  ISGS  to  1S,S({,  inclusive.     l>,iiino'  the  iirst  ei-i.t  ^.,.„.      ♦■ 
t i.etime  I  wasehiefenginJer  of  thestc.acr  ^Iv    g    etw n-n  S-,^^^^^^^^^^ 

e..coandthesealishmdsand<,therA]askapo!ts,and   Vo  /  ,sin,^ 
inclusive,  as  agent  of  the  Ahiska       munei vial  Con.panv   1  vin..     i  ..     .' 
constjtntly  for  the  whoh.  ten  years  upon  ^L  I'a.d  I    S/   ?;.;"" 
s.sted  ...  the  seal-k.lling,  and,  in  <o„.,..oh  with  all  other  e...     m's  on 
the  islands,  made  the  seals  ...y  stud>  and  ca.e.     Evervo,  e  ?  Z,^. 
with  the  business,  fi-on,  the  8uperinte.Hle..t  to  the  hui  .1  lest        ,  ,cr 
IS,  when  at  the  islands,  kee..ly  alive  to  ('very  ocrurre  .<  c  nr  f  ' 

he  herd.    There  is,  u»thing  else  b.it  se.ls  to  atffi  o  ^^  t  e.     a     1.cn 
tlu^^e,  an.l  the  ..u.st  trivial  i..cide..ts  i.,  reg.id  t..  the  r,.,,k"  •  es     s  w  . 
as  the  more  serious  ones,  are  ii..ted  and  d7seusse<l  ' 

iMuthe  first  few  years  I  waso.,  the  islands  the  .ooke.ies  jriew  I'lrfc- 
every  year,  a..d  I  was  told  by  the  nativ  esand  others  that         ^         ^  ^ 
they  had  gro\yn  a  good  deal  sinee  the  An.ericans  first     '"<-'"-'    <"   ro„k 
took  then..    After  1.S.Sl»  they  see.i.i'd  to  stav  about  the  '"'" 
same,  as  tar  as  the  number  of  bieed.Ms  was  concerned,  as  loni-.  ..s  I  wis 
there.    The  skins  taken  prior  to  1S8(J  weighed  th.m  (J  ^         '''*' 

to  lU  p<mnds  each,  averaging  about  8  i)o.inds  iter  ski.i  •      ^^'' '"'"  "'  "'*''"' 
but!  understand  from  those  who  remained  there  on' dutv  that  much 
smaller  ones  were  afterwards  taken,  because  the  large  seals  ha    bcc.e 
^n-ce  and  were  ..eeded  for  rookery  service.     I  (»bsc"rve.   th  t  vcrv      v 
seals  go  .mt  to  sea  t(»  feed  during  June,  .Inly,  a.nl  An  ^ 

gust,  ex(!ept  females  and  some  of  the  younger  miles      ''"""'"■<  »<  '"lit.};. 

r?nlS^.':;vir  H  ''*"*^*'  ''^'^^''  ^''^l'^^'*'^  ^M'pear  to  beV.lways  about  the 
rookeries  aff,er  the  cows  come,  and  comparatively  few  as  old  as  five  years 
come  up  with  the  droves  to  the  killing  grounds.    The  'v«  >t''i'^ 

same  seal  is  sometimes  driven  several  times  durinir  the  i»"^i"«  •nui  ro- 
season.  One  with  a  peculiar  spot  on  him  was  driven  '"""'" 
m  more  than  a  dozen  times  in  one  season.  His  skin  was  in  su.h  con- 
dition that  we  d.d  not  want  it.  Hut  I  do  not  think  that  he  V,m  v 
other  one  of  the  drove  wa  <  injured  by  the  exertion.  The  dri vi..-  0?,"^ 
them,  with  rare  exceptions,  very  little  more  exercise  than  they  appeared 
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Arrival  of  baclielurs. 


to  tiikt!  wiu'ii  h'A't  to  th«uiiselves.  Tln'  jn'iictico  of  (hiving  hits  always 
been  coiidiu^ted  tlu'  saiiu'  as  when  I  was  on  tlie  islands,  and  the  seals 
have  thriven  and  increased  under  it.  Tiiey  grow  nin<!h 
tamer,  too,  with  repeated  driving,  and  seem  to  learn 
the  road  and  what  is  expected  of  them  on  the  killing  grouml.  It  is 
•nucli  less  trouble  to  handle  a  drove  of  seals  from  the  rookery  veiy 
near  the  village  than  those  from  a  <listant  i)oint.  They  gr(»w  very 
tame  when  reared  neai-  where  people  are  passing  and  repassing,  and 
none  of  them  are  as  wild  or  show  as  mudi  fear  as  sheep  ordinarily  do 
when  approache<l  by  man. 
The  large  bachelor  seals  arrive  on  the  islands  from  the  1st  to  the  15th 
of  June  each  year,  sleek  and  fat  as  they  can  be,  while 
the  same  seals  in  September  are  very  thin  in  tlesh,  or 
in  about  the  same  condition  as  the  bull  seals  then  are,  which,  it  is  well 
known,  do  not  leave  the  rookeiies  for  some  tour  months.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  yearlings  and  two-year-olds  remain  in  good  condition  the  en- 
tire season,  and  must,  I  think,  go  oft'  to  the  feeding  grounds  occasicm- 
ally  during  the  sunnner.    The  females  go  and  come 

Kc,nal.«  tocdiMK.  .^^.^^^  ^j^^.  ^^.^^  ^.^.^^.  ^^.^^^^  ^^j.  ^j^^^j^.  ^^^^  .^^  ^j^^   islands.       I 

have  seen  rookeries,  and  particularly  the  one  on  the  reef,  plainly  in 
sight  from  St.  Paul  village,  swarming  with  i>ups  and  comparatively  few 
mothers  in  sight,  and  it  has  sometimes  remained  so  for  twenty  (u-  thirty 
hours  at  a  time,  ccmvincing  me  that  they  must  have  gone  a  consider- 
able distance  from  the  islands  for  food.  Up  to  18^4  there  were  never 
enough  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  to  cause  any  re- 
mark. Occasionally  one  would  be  trampled  to  death 
by  the  fighting  bulls,  but  the  l()ss  was  abnost  nothing  until  the  marine 
hunters  began  their  work,  and  it  grew  to  be  (juite  noticeable  before  I 
left  the  islands.  It  was  easy  enough  to  see  what  they  died  of.  They 
simply  starved  to  d«'ath,  wandeiing  about  and  bleating  until  it  nnide 
one's  heart  ache  to  see  them.  Their  mothers  had  been  killed  oft'  in  the 
water,  and  the  pups  lived  and  suffered  for  AVeeks.  They  are  very  tena- 
cious of  life,  holding  out  six  or  eight  weeks  or  more  after  they  lose  their 
mothers. 

I  am  asked  whether  the  seals  copulate  in  the  water.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion that  is  often  discussed  at  the  islands,  and  neither 
the  scientific  observers  nor  the  unscientific  are  able  to 
agree  about  it.  I  have  seen  seals  in  position  when  it  seemed  to  be  at- 
tempted, but  doubt  whether  it  is  ettectually  accomplished.  If  it  were, 
I  think  we  should  see  pui)S  sometimes  born  late  and  out  of  season,  but 
such  is  not  the  case. 
1  believe  there  has  been  a  great  decrease  of  seals  on  the  islands  since 
I  left  there,  and  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  pelagic  hunt- 
ing. The  extermination  of  the  animals  and  of  the  in- 
dustry will  be  swift  and  sure  unless  the  female  seals  are  protected  from 
the  devastation  now  going  on,  and  I  do  not  believe  it 
possible  to  i)rotect  them  as  they  should  be  unless  the 
North  Pacuttc  as  well  as  Bering  Sea  is  included  in  any  measures  adopted 
to  this  end. 

John  Armstuono. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  May,  A.  1) 
[SEAL.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public, 
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Deposition  of  (Jhnrhx  JJty<tut,  .special  Trethstiry  mjent  on  Pribilo/  Islandn. 

HAIUTS. 

J)IST1{ICT  OF  CoLinimA, 

Citi/  of  Washington,  ss  : 

ChiirU's  Ihyaiit,  beiiiji'  duly  sworn,  dt'iiost's  aiul  snys:  I  am  a  rosj- 
deiit  of  jVftttapoisftt,  Plyiiionth  County,  Statr  of  Massaclmsetfs,  and 
am  72  years  of  ago.     lu  September,  1.S0.S,  I  was  appointed  a  special 
Tn'asury  agent  to  go  to  Pribilof  Islands  for  the  pnr- 
l»ose  of  investigating  and  rejiortiug  as  to  tlie  habits  <»f     ''-''i'" »•"<»• 
the  fur  seal,  the  coinlition  of  the  islands,  and  the  most  advantageous 
|)lan  to  be  adopted  for  the  government  and  management  of  the  sanic. 
Pursuant  to  sueli  ai)pointment,  I  jn'oeeeded  to  the  Pacilic  coast,  and  in 
March,  1S<>!>,  I  landed  on  St.  Paul  Island,  remaining  rliere  until  Sejt- 
tember  of  the  same  year.     I  then  returned  to  Washing- 
ton and  laid  my  reixut  l»efoie  the  Treasury  1  )epartmeut.  ,„"'•"' '"'"""' '" '^''""' 
I  again  went  back  to  the  ishunls  in  Jidy,  1.S70,  and  re- 
mained there  until  the  fall  of  1871.    Then,  in  April,  1S72, 1  again  arrived 
at  the  islands,  this  time  in  the  capacity  of  a  spe«*ial  agent  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  in  charge  of  the  seal  islands.     I  was  upon  the  islands 
as  such  agent  froiu  that  time  and  during  the  sealing  season  from  liS72 
to  1877,  inclusive,  and  i>asse<l  three  winters  there,  viz,  those  of  1S72, 
1874,  and  1876.     Since  tlie  year  1877  I  have  not  visited  the  seal  islands. 
J  have  examined  the  bn^eding  areas  of  1870,  indicjited 
by  II.  II.  .Alclntyre  (m  charts  A,  P,,  C,  D,  E,  F,  and  G,  ;,r'!.'r'«i"1  ni- ;!?;'""' 
of  St  Paul  Island,  and  they  are  to  the  best  of  my  knowl-  j'"'«  "  I'v  ii.  n.  Mc- 
edge  and  beliei  correct.    I  have  also  exannned  the  areas 
of  increase  shown  by  him  upon  the  same  charts  as  apjdicable  to  the  breed- 
ing rookeries  in  1882,  ami  they  were  proportionately  correct  in  1877, 
the  last  year  of  my  stay  upon  the  islands,  the  increase  up  to  that  time 
having  becin  about  one-half  of  that  shown  by  him.    The  above  state- 
ment is  true,  also,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  be- 
lief, of  the  breeding  areas  of  1870  and  the  increase  of  anlV^'li^VlM-r.""',' 
1882,  indicated  by  Thomas  F.  Morgan  upon  charts  II,  ;i'<'»"  i>,v  Tii...mis  f. 
i,  J,  and  Iv,  01  St.  George. 

Chaulks  I'.uyant. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  April,  1892. 

[L.S.J  ClIAS.  li.  IkUJHKS, 

Notary  Vnltliv  in  and  for  the  District  of  (Jolumlna. 


Deposition  of  Charles  Bryant,  special  Treasury  ayent  on  Pribilof  Islands. 

hauits  and  rookeries  in  18(i9-'77. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washinyton,  ss: 
Charles  Pryanr,  Ix'ing  duly  sworn,  dei)osesaml  says:  I  am  a  resident 
of  Mattapoisett,  Plymouth  County,  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  am 
72  years  of  age.     From   1840  to  18.~)8  I  was  engaged  in  whaling  in 
the  North   I'acitic  Ocean  and  Hering  Sea.    The  latter  portitm  of  the 
tinu'  1  was  captain  of  a  whaling  vessel.     I  then  retired 
to  a  farm  located  in  the  town  of  Fairhaven,  in  Piistol      ''^^i'*"""" 
County,  State  aforesaid.    lu  September,  1808;  1  was  appointed  a  spe- 
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<!ial  Treasury  agent  to  go  to  the  I'ribilof  Islands  to  investigate  and  to 
report  as  to  the  habits  of  the  fur  seal,  the  con«liti(Ui  of  the  islands, 
and  the  most  advantageous  plan  to  adopt  for  the  government  and 
management  of   the  same.    Pursuant  to   sueh   appointment   I   pro- 
ceeded to  the  Paeifie  coast  and  in  March,  1801),  I  landed  on  St.  I'aul 
Island  and  remained  there  until  September  of  the  same  year.     I  then 
returned  to  Washington  and  laid  my  report  before  the 
Keporttonoasury.  Treasury  Department.    I  again  went  back  to  the  is- 
lands in  July,  1870,  and  remained  until  the  fall  of  1871.    Then  in 
April,  1872,  I  again  arrived  on  St.  Paul  Island,  this  time  in  the  capac- 
ity of  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  in  chiuge  of  the  seal 
islands.    I  was  upon  the  islands  as  su('h  agent  from  that  time  during 
the  sealing  seasons  from  1872  to  1877,  inclusive,  and  passed  three  win- 
ters there,  namely,  those  of  1872,  1874,  and  1876.    Since  the  year  1877 
1  have  never  visited  the  seal  islands,  and  have  been  in  retirement  at 
Mattapoisett  aforesaid.    During  these  years  I  was  upon  the  islands  I 
made  a  most  careful  study  of  seal  life  thereon,  and  examined  and  in- 
(juired  of  the  natives  in  relation  to  the  habits  and  former  conditions  of 
the  fur  seals. 
The  Alaska  fur  seal  breeds  nowhere  else  except  on  the  Pribilof  Is- 
lands.   1  took  particular  care  in   investigating    the 
hiionsiamw!^ '"  ^"    question  of  what  became  of  the  seal  herd  while  absent 
from  the  islands.    My  impiiries  were  made  among  the 
Alaskan  Indians,  half  breeds,  Aleuts,  and  fui-traders  along  the  north- 
west coast  and  Aleutian  Islands.  One  man,  who  had  been  a  trapper 
for  many  years  along  the  coast,  stated  to  me  that  in  all  his  experieiuie 
he  never  knew  of  but  one  case  where  seals  had  hauled  out  on  the  Pa- 
cific (;oast,  and  that  was  when  four  or  five  landed  on  Queen  Charlotte 
Island.    This  is  the  only  case  I  ever  heard  of  seals  coming  ashore  at  any 
other  place  on  the  American  side  of  the  l*acittc  except  the  Pribilof 
Islands.    These  seals  are  migratory,  leaving  the  islan<l8 
TitiRration.  ^^  ^j^^  early  winter  and  returning  again  in  the  spring. 

The  Pribilof  herd  does  not  mingle  with  the  herd  located  (m  the  Com- 
I'lii.iiof  ami  Com-   '"^ii^cr  Islauds.    This  I  know  from  the  fact  tluit  the 
iiiiiiHi.T  herds  do  not  hcrd  gocs  eastward  after  entering  the  Pacific-  Ocean,  and 
""""'''•  from  (juestioning  natives  and  half  breeds,  who  had  re- 

sided in  Kainschatka  as  eniph)yes  of  the  Russian  Fur  Company,  I  learned 
that  the  Commander  herd  on  leaving  their  islands  go  southwestward 
into  the  Okhotsk  Sea  and  the  waters  to  the  scmtliwardof  it  and  winter 
there.    This  fact  was  further  verified  by  whalers  who  find  them  thcie  In 
the  early  spring. 
The  Alaskan  seals  make  their  home  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  beca.ise 
they  need  for  the  period  they  spend  on  land  a  pecu- 
liarly cool,  moist,  ami  cloudy  climate,  with  very  little 
sunshine  or  heavy  rains.    This  ])eculiarity  of  climate  is 
only  to  be  foun<l  lui  the  Pribilof  and  Commander  islands,  and  during 
my  long  experience  in  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea  I  never  found 
another  locality  which  jjossessed  these  conditions  so  favorable  to  seal 
life.    Add  to  this  fact  the  isolated  condition  of  the  seal  islands  and  we 
can  '''adily  see  why  the  seals  selected  this  home. 
The  pup  seal  is  born  on  the  rocky  shores  of  these  islands,  the  mother 
evidently  i>referring  a  si)ot  covered  with  broken  lava 
PriiXf\'X..d"'^""  rocks  to  the  sand  beaches.    The  birth  takes  phnn^ 
within  two  or  three  days  after  the  female  hinds,  and 
often  within  a  few  hours.    When  hovu  the  \ni\)  weighs  from  4  to  o 
pounds,  and  spends  the  first  six  weeks  of  its  existence  on  land.    Dur- 
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ing  this  period  flie  imp  is  in  no  sense  an  iunpliil>iiin,  being  as  helpless 
in  the  water  as  a  young  «hi(  ken;  it  ean  n<)t  swim,  and  when  thrown  in 
the  water  wonhl  inevitably  drown  if  not  rescued  by  its 
mother  or  by  imin.  Therelore,  if  a  pup  was  Ixu-n  in  ,„,l'^i'i|j;.''  '""'''  '"'" 
th«i  water  it  would  certainly  perish.  1  have  seen  eases 
where  a  motiu'r,  being  taken  by  the  i)ains  of  parturition,  sought  the 
nearest  beach  rather  than  a  rookery,  not  having  time  to  reach  the 
latter  before  the  birth  of  her  puji.  If  pups  could  be  born  in  the  water 
such  cases  as  the  last  stated  would  not  occur.  The  jmp  is  nursed  by 
its  mother  from  its  birth  so  long  as  it  remains  on  the  islands,  the 
nn>tlier  leaving  the  islands  at  different  intervals  of  time  after  the  pup 
is  three  or  four  days  old.  I  have  seen  i>ups,  which  1  had  i>reviously 
marked  l)y  a  ribbon,  left  for  three  or  four  days  t'onsecutively,  the 
motheis  going  into  the  water  to  feed  ov  bathe.  A  mother  seal  will  in- 
stantly rec(»gni/e  her  offspring  from  a  large  grotip  of  pups  on  the 
r<»okeiy,  distinguishing  it  by  its  cry  and  by  smell;  but  I  do  not  thiidv 
a  i>ui)  can  tell  its  own  mother,  as  it  will  nose  about  any  cow  which 
comes  near  it.  A  female  seal  does  not  suckle  any  ]iup  save  her  own, 
and  will  drive  away  any  other  jmps  whi<*h  approach  her. 

I  am  positive  that  if  a  mother  seal  was  killed  her  pup  must  incvita- 
l)ly  perish  by  starvation.  As  evidence  of  this  fact  1  will  state  that  1 
have  taken  stray,  motherh'ss  pups  found  on  the  sand  beaches  and 
placed  tlu'ni  npcni  the  breeding  ro(>keries  beside  milking  females  and 
in  all  instances  these  jmps  have  tinally  died  of  starvation.  When 
al)out  4  weeks  old  the  pups  get  together  in  gnmps  or  pods  and  ap- 
])roach  nearer  an<l  nearer  to  the  shore;  after  .a  week  or  so  they  are 
down  near  the  stirf  but  run  back  terrified  whenever  a  wave  comes  in. 
They  then  begin  to  get  acquainted  with  the  sea  ami  little  by  little 
overcome  their  terror  and  learn  to  use  their  flipjiers.  I  have  seen  a 
female  sometimes  ]>ick  her  \m\\  up  by  the  back  of  the  neck  and  carry 
it  (mt  into  the  water  and  let  go  of  the  little  animal,  catching  it  before 
it  drowned  and  holding  it  above  the  waves;  this  she  would  repeat  tinn^ 
and  again  until  the  little  fellow  got  over  his  terror  and  began  to  use 
his  tlijtpers.  JJy  the  1st  of  September  nearly  all  the  pups  have  learned 
to  swim,  and  until  the  time  of  their  departure  from  the  islands  spend 
their  time  both  on  land  and  in  the  water,  but  by  far  tli<'  greater  por- 
tion of  this  period  is  spent  on  land.  The  time  they  leave  the  islamls 
is  generally  the  middle  of  Novend)er,  but  the  weather  is  the  tru<',  mark 
of  such  dei)arture,  they  seeming  to  be  unwilling  to  stay  after  the  Hrst 
snow  or  sleet  comes.  On  departing  from  their  island  home  they  pro- 
ceed southward  through  the  Aleutian  passes,  the  nnijority  g<ung 
through  or  to  the  eastward  of  the  pass  <)f  h)ngitude  172°.  TJie  cause 
of  their  de]»arture  is  doubtless  the  approach  of  (jold 
weather  and  the  lack  of  sufticient  food.  MiKnm,,,,. , ,„. r. 

Providing  the  ('(uiditions  were  the  same  on  the  islands  the  y«'ar  round 
as  they  are  in  the  sunniier^  and  providing  the  food  supply  was  sulti- 
cient  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  islands,  1  think  the  seals  would 
remain  on  <n-  about  the  islamls  during  the  entire  year.  The  seals  evi- 
dently c(uisi(ler  these  islands  their  home  and  only  leave  them  by  re;!- 
s(ui  of  lack  of  food  and  inclenuMit  weather.  Some  seals  remain  about 
the  islands  until  the  first  of  January,  and  the  winters  of  1S74  and  1S7.") 
being  excepti<mally  mild,  seals  remained  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
islands  during  the  whole  year. 

From  my  inquiries  and  observations  I  am  convinced  the  seals,  after 
going  through  the  Aleutian  passes,  seek  the  vast  schools  of  fishes 


! 


TESTIMONY 


which,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  arc  to  b«'  foniid  in  the  North  Pacific, 
...     .,  ,.  tlicn  following  these  fishes  as  they  niiffiiite  towards  the 

M Ignition,  coiirm' ol.     »  .  ^  j.-       xi  /•  •  xi 

American  coast  tor  tlie  piirijose  ot  spawning,  they  ap- 
pear off  the  t'alifornian  coast  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  The 
seals  then  go  northward,  still  following  these  schools  offish,  the  males 
arriving  again  at  Bering  Sea  in  the  early  part  of  May  and  the  females 
in  June  and  July  and  i)roceeding  at  once  to  their  island  home. 

The  young  seals  are  now  a  year  old,  and  1  am  of  the  opinion  the  sexes 
herd  together.  This  year  they  leave  the  islamls  a  little  earlier  than 
the  ]«evious  season  an<l  make  the  sann*  migratior  in  search  of  food. 
Keturniug  again,  this  time  as  ''  two-year  olds,"  the  males  go  upon  the 
hauling  grounds  with  the  bachelor  seals  and  the  females  land  on  the 
breeding  ro(»keriea.  It  is  probable  that  the  females  of  this  age  are  fertil- 
ized by  the  bulls  and  leave  the  islands  in  the  fall  pi-egnant. 

In  watching  the  seals  while  swinmiing  about  the  islands  I  have  seen 
cases  where  they  appeared  to  be  coi)ulating  in  the  water,  but  I  am  cer- 

Pro,m.rati.mertc.ted  *'""'  ^*^'^'"  '*"  ^^''-^  ^^^'"^  *''^'  *^"'^*''  ^'"^^  ^^'^'  Propagation  of 
only  on  luiKi.  the  spccies  is  not  as  a  rule  ette<*ted  in  this  way,  the 

natural  and  usual  manner  of  coition  being  upon  land. 

On  returning  the  third  year  the  young  male  goes  again  upon  the  haul- 
ing grounds  and  the  female  to  the  rookeries  where  she  brings  forth  one 
pup.  From  this  time  until  she  is  between  12  and  10  years  of  age  she 
continues  to  bear  one  pup  annually.  Under  my  direction  microscoi)ic 
examinations  were  made  of  the  female  reproductive  organs,  which 
showed  that  some  of  the  ohler  females  had  borne  at  least  eleven  to  thir- 
teen pups. 

When  the  male  seal  returns  after  his  sixth  or  seventh  migration  he 
goes  to  the  breeding  rookeries,  and,  if  he  is  able,  be- 
comes master  of  a  harem  with  the  title  of  *'  seecatch." 
He  arrives  now  at  the  islands  during  the  month  of  May  and  after  re- 
peated battles  obtains  a  place  ui)on  the  breeding  grounds.  He  remains 
there  about  three  months,  that  is,  during  the  rutting  season,  without 
eating  or  drinking,  never  leaving  his  position.  Here  he  gathers  about 
him  as  many  cows  as  he  is  able  to  place  within  the  radius  of  the  area 
ccmtrolled  by  him;  the  average  seen  at  one  time  while  I  was  on  the 
islands  was  from  fifteen  to  twenty  to  a  bull;  but  as  the  cows  were  con- 
stantly going  to  and  coming  from  the  water  it  is  impossible  to  calculate 
accurately  the  number  to  a  harem.  Probably  not  all  the  cows  belong- 
ing to  a  bull  were  <m  shore  at  any  erne  time;  and  1  am  of  the  opinion 
that  a  bull  could  if  necessary  serve  seventy-fiv(!  to  a  hundred  cows 
during  a  season. 

1  am  satisfied  the  principal  fo()d  of  the  fur  seal  is  fish.  During  the 
summer  fish  are  practically  unknown  about  the  is- 

""  ■  lands,  but  they  abound  in  great  quantities  in  all  parts 

of  Bering  Sea,  30  to  4()  miles  from  the  islands.  This  fact  came  to  my 
knowledge  during  my  eighteen  years'  whaling  experience  in  that  local- 
ity. 1  do  not  think  the  male  seals  of  any  class  feed  to  any  extent  while 
located  at  the  islands,  but  the  females  are  absent  more  or  less  of  the 
time  in  search  of  food. 

By  my  observati(m  I  am  convinced  that  a  seal  can  swim  more  rajndly 
„     ,^  than  any  species  of  tish,  and  I  belhive  that  a  femah' 

s,.eeain8w,nn,n..«.  ^^^^^^^  j^^.^^.^  ^^^^.  islands,  go  to  a  fishing  grouud   100 

miles  distant  and  easily  return  the  same  <lay.  1  think  seals  can  with- 
out diHiculty  swim  10,  15,  or  even  20  miles  an  hour  for  several  hours 
at  a  time. 
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I  liiivo  fnrtlier  ohs^'ivcd  the  lUct  that  bulls  hjive  a  teinleiicy  to  n'tiun 
t(»  the  saiiu'  place  on  the aaiiH'  voolu'iy  year  after  year.  One  bull  in  par- 
tii'ular,  which  I  knew  from  his  peculiarities,  returned  to  the  same  rock 
for  live  si-asons. 

Durinfi  my  observation  only  one  class  of  bachelor  seals  on  the  islands 
showed  any  (leflciency  in  nund)er8,  and  I  accounted  for  this  fact  in  my 
report  to  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasur> ,  dated  Septend>er  '»,  1872,  from 
Mhi(!h  I  (juote:  "The  weather,  although  excessively 
foj-f-y  and  disagreeable  t(»  the  resi.h-nts  of  the  islands,  ,„.';'«;X'  '"  '*'""""""'' 
has  i)een  especially  favorable  to  the  young  seals.  It  is 
also  observable  that  a  larger  number  of  yearlings  or  last  year  pups  than 
usual  have  returned  to  the  islands  the  i)resent  season.  There  is  now 
only  a  deticieucy  of  one  class,  that  of  the  four  and  live;  year  old  seals. 
This  is  clearly  traceable  to  the  following  causes:  During  the  season  of 
18(>8  there  were  killed  on  both  islands  22(>,(>00  animals  for  their  skins, 
and  in  the  season  of  18(it>,  S5,(»(K>  for  their  skins.  At  that  time  the  rela- 
tive value  of  the  sizes  or  ages  of  the  skins  was  not  understood,  and  all 
the  skins  being  paid  for  at  tlie  same  price,  the  natives  who  were  quick 
to  perceive  the  ditterence  between  taking  a  small  skin  and  a  large  one 
and  carrying  it  to  the  salt  houses,  killed  all  the  yearlings  they  could ; 
these  were  the  products  of  1807  and  1808.  These  were  sent  forwai'd  in 
lS7(>to  market  and  overstocked  it  with  small  skins.  This  created  a 
demand  tor  larger  skins,  and  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  in 
structed  their  agents  to  take  all  the  large  skins  possible  in  187 i;  this 
was  done  and  as  many  4  and  5  year  old  seals  as  could  be  taken.  This 
again  fell  on  the  already  diminished  ]»rodnct  of  1807  and  1808.  When 
these  were  sent  to  market  they  were  found  too  old.  and  now  the  proper 
nn'dium  being  ascertained  the  seals  will  be  selected  accordingly." 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  killing  in  1808  v*'as  d(me  by  un- 
authorized persons  before  the  Government  could  arrange  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  rookeries.    Fnmi  1870  up  to  the  time  1 
left  the  islands  in  1877,  the  females,  of  which  I  made  as     '"e™"*"- 
<'areful  a  calculatiim  as  is  possible  by  measuring  the  areas  covered  by 
the  breeding  rookeries,  increased  from  4  to  5  per  cent  .annually. 

The  whole  time  I  was  there  there  was  an  ample  sujtply  of  full-grown 
vigorous  males  suihcient  for  serving  all  the  females  on 
the  islands,  and  every  year  a  surplus  of  vigorous  bulls  |.|-^i'»'^''™cy  "C  '""lo 
could  always  be  found  about  the  rookeries  awaiting  an 
opportunity  to  usurp  the  place  of  some  ohl  or  wtmnded  bull,  unable 
longer  to  maintain  his])lace  on  the  breeding  grounds.  1  shouhl  except 
from  this  general  statement  the  seasons  of  1873  and  to  1875  when  the 
destruction  of  young  males  in  1808  and  the  error  made  by  the  company 
under  their  misapprehension  as  to  the  character  of  skins  to  be  taken  for 
nuirket,  perceptibly  affected  the  males  on  the  breeding  grounds.  It  is 
not  certain  that  the  fertilizing  of  the  females  was  theieby  aftW-ted  and 
this  gap  was  lilled  up  and  from  this  time  on  there  was  at  all  times  not 
only  a  sutHciency  but  a  surplus  of  nude  life  for  breeding  ]turposes. 

The  increase  in  female  life  was  readily  determined  by  noticing  annually 
the  lines  of  deniarkation  of  the  breeding  gnmuds  anuuig 
the  rocks,  and  also  from  the  fact  that  many  lanes  '"•™""- 
through  the  bre(Mling  rookeries  to  the  hauling  grounds,  left  by  the  old 
males  f<u'  tht^  use  of  the  bacludors,  which  existed  in  187(),  were  entirely 
closed  up  by  the  bn-eders  in  1.S77,  and  the  baclndor  seals  w^ere  compelleil 
to  haul  out  on  the  sand  beaches.  Another  proof  of  this  increase  was 
the  fact  that  in  1870  the  breedini'   seals  contined  themselves  to  the 
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Driving 
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anil    kill- 


sliorcs  covered  wjtli  broken  rocks,  liut  in  1H77  tln'  areas  liad  increased 
to  such  an  extent  that  a  considerable  ]>ercenta};e  of  tlie  breeding?  seals 
extended  out  onto  tlu'  sand  beaclu's,  wliicli  before  tliey  liad  carefidly 
avoided,  for  reasons  I  have  heretofore  state<l. 

Tlie  imps  on  tlie  rookeries  werc^  fat  and  liealthy,  and  wlnle  I  was  on 

tlie  islands  no  epidemic  disease  ever  appeared  among  them,  nor  did  the 

natives  liave  stories  of  an  epidemic  ever  destroying  tliem.    A  d«'ad 

pnj)  was  rarely  si'cn,  the  dead  being  a  small  fraction 

Dona  ,,npH«  rarity.  ^^^  ^  ^^^^,  ^^.^^^  ^^  ^^j^^  ^^,,j^,g  nnnd)er  of  pups.     I  do  not 

think  Avliile  I  was  there  I  saw  in  any  one  season  fifty  dead  pups  on  the 
nxikeries,  and  the  majority  of  dead  pui>s  were  along  the  shore,  having 
been  killed  by  the  surf. 

During  the  enthe  time  I  was  upon  the  islands  the  most  stringent  regu- 
lations were  always  enforced  in  relation  to  disturbing  the  rookeries  in 
any  way.  The  Tise  of  firearms  during  the  season  the 
fortlV.i"n'on''isiaiX*!  ^^^^^  wcrc  upou  the  islauds  was  forbi(hlen,  and  this  was 
enforced  by  taking  possession  of  the  guns  of  the  natives 
or  by  removing  the  locks  and  retaining  them  until  the  close  of  the  sea- 
son ;  also  all  dogs  were,  in  186J)  or  1870,  destroyed  on  the  islands,  and 
no  others  were  allow<'d  to  be  bnmght  here. 

The  driving  and  killing  of  the  bachelor  seals  was  always  carried  on 
in  the  most  careful  manner,  and  during  my  stay  upon  the  i8lan<ls  there 
was  practically  no  injury  caused  to  seal  life  by  over- 
driving, and  after  1873,  when  horses  and  mules  were 
introduced  by  the  lessees  to  transport  the  skins,  the 
se.als  were  not  driven  as  far,  killing  grounds  being  established  near  the 
hauling  grounds  and  the  loss  by  overdriving  was  reduced  to  the  frac- 
tion of  1  per  cent.  Kedriving  of  the  growing  males 
from  the  variouf;  hauling  grounds  was  m.ade  at  inter- 
vals of  several  days,  and  did  i;ot  cause  them  any  injury,  aiul  I  am 
thoroughly  satisfied  that  there  was  not  a  single  instance  in  which  the 
virility  of  a  male  seal  was  <lestroyed  or  impaired  by  redriving. 

In  all  <!ases,  at  suitable  intervals  and  before  driving  to  tlie  killing 
grounds,  the  herd  was  halted  and  the  males  of  5  years  old  or  older  were 
allowed  to  escape.  Females  were  never  driven,  except  in  a  few  cases 
where  a  barren  one  had  haided  up  with  the  bachelors,  but  I  do  not 
think  in  ten  thousand  females  there  is  one  barren. 
The  general  methods  employed  under  American  rule  were  far  su- 
.  ,  i)erior  to  those  of  the  Russians,  as  will  be  readily  un- 

ni.iit    luuu-r  Anuri-  dcrstood  irom  the  tollownig  facts, 
can .  ..ntroi.  When  I  first  visited  the  seal  islands  in  1808  the  natives 

were  living  in  semi-subterranean  houses  built  of  turf  and  such  pieces  of 
driftwood  and  whale  bones  as  they  were  able  to  secure  on 
(.'ondii  ion  of  natives  the  bcach.  Their  food  had  been  prior  to  that  time  in- 
sufficient in  variety,  and  was  comprised  of  seal  meat 
and  a  few  other  articles,  furnished  in  meager  quantity 
by  the  Russian  Fur  Company.  They  had  no  fuel,  and  depended  for  heat 
upon  the  crowding  together  in  their  turf  houses,  sleeping  in  the  dried 
grasses  secured  upon  the  islands.  Forced  to  live  under  these  condi- 
tions they  could  not  of  course  make  progress  towards  civilization. 
There  were  no  facilities  for  transporting  the  skins.  They  were  carried 
on  the  backs  of  the  natives,  entailing  great  labor  and  hardship,  and  by 
reason  of  these  teditms  methods  the  taking  of  the  annual  catch  was 
extemled  over  a  number  of  months,  being  a  continual  source  of  moles- 
tation to  the  hauling  seals. 
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sfmv.'o  <;4>v«'nM}  \\\th  *.ji»ktMi  uuks.  Ixit  in  1HT7  the  iiiciiv  lijul  iiim-.iscd 
lo  •i\ivh  in  r.xUiit  i  luiJ  .«  «ui))>;()U  ihtiiii  iM'ir<iit>ij4:«'  "t  l^n*  i  ■'»'«•<!  in;;'  sciih 
i'.\t«  ii«J«'(l  (•III  onto  th«'  ^md  IxsmIioh,  ^^lli^^l  ht't«iv«i  Tliey  tiatl  fuicfully 
n\«»uit<|.  ;"(«r  rMu>'<>iii*  !  ii.t  v«r  liiniofnti-  sfjihul. 

Tin  |i(ij[>H  (III  thki  nMikfiH't  \«'>M'  JHt  and  In-iililiv.  -.ind   N'UOr  i  \»;i>  on 
!Im'  iMlhv»»V*  »••  rfiiduuui'  fliwuHi;  fv^-r  iH>|Mart'd  ;iin'>nji  tlicm,  U'li  liiil  flu' 
nativcN  h<J*'    .>»uvi»'M  «>t'  H,j>   i'|wr|«-nii('  •.*\>*»    (h'tto)  inj,'  tlicJn       \.  'I<;wl 
jHiit  wnM  j!ir<iv  K/»'n.  ;!<<'  <U'jmI  Ihmii^'  h  .>ni:ill  liin  (ion 
'  ^  of  I  |MM'  <;<iiit  f#»  th»*.  wliole  m'.imiImt  i>t   \)\<]>h.     i  ilo  ni'f. 

tliink  wliih-  I  '.*-!W  I'ji'K'  1  v^jw  ii'  «ny  'nu-  si'sisoti  titty  iIcjk!  |m]>s«>n  tin' 
itmUt'i  i»*«t,  jwfrt  tiu'  iitaionty  <>l  -h'l^i  itiijiH  w<-i<'  al^nL'  Mn'  slnn*'.  !iii\  ini^ 
Ik-iii  kiiliii  >^.  Ill/-  <nrt. 

IMiriiiy  liu." '  fclAr*-  }ini»»  1  whk  lijmu  tin-  islands  rlu-  most  strin«<nt  li'^u 
latJons  wtjir  lU-'ts^.f!*  viitoKHH!  in  reli»tioii  t^»  <lisliirl>inj.^  tlu'  (iiuk<nM»s  in 
mu\  v<'.<y,  't\iv  ii-»  «>t'  fin-iirins  dniinu  fli'-  sranon  flic 
-jfaiH  w'lTt*  njMin  tin-  i^liiuds  \\a.-»  torliiddm.  and  (his  \\iis 
•VrlVurmJ  hj  trtkintf  possesfiion  ot  tin-  nuns  at  f ho  nal  rvs 
or  l>y  n'in'i\ '.n;r  fix-  }(fM'k.H  and  t«*iniinji  fjoin  nnfil  tho  tlo-;*-  of  tin  i;on- 
son:  also  al!  tin^A  '.vivi-,  >ii  IXtJ'  ot  IHVU,  dt'Stioycd  on  the  islainls.  and 
no  otln-is  wen'  ullow'-*.!  ♦«»  Ik»  lutMiylit  liert'. 

I'lu'  diivin<;  an«i  killijjjy!  of  tVt'  hacinlor  seals  was  always  rairiod  on 
in  llio  most  irantnl  fn)»n?i<'f.  and  duong  my  stay  ujion  iIm'  K«iand>  (In've 
\v;is  (ir*nti(?;»Uy  no  n..inry  caused  to  Moal  iitf  i>y4»vor- 
diivi)!j(,  ami  itu-r  IS7<,  viicu  Inasi's  and  innlcs  were 
intiiMlnowl  ti>  I'lii'  lessor's  t<»  transiHiat  flK^  skins,  tin; 
als  were  no'  dviicn  as  t'Hr.  Inihin,'^  unmnds  lioinj:  o.st.  hlisla'd  neai  rlic 
liauHu};  grounds  ;in<I  tin-  lo^•!*  'iy  «>NtMtinvin;;  «;».h  rtHUiccd  to  ihc  tVac- 
tion  of  1  \>vr  wn\.  K^dri^  inj:  o}"  fh^  growing:  mains 
froru  tlu'  various  li-.ali!  !»  ^ironndx  \v  »s  mad*'  at  intoi 
vfdri  bl"  si^voiai  days,  and  did  not  <'hii8o  it;<"ia  ;in.v  o.jitry,  and  am 
rlioroii«{}dy  saf'.stit'd  that  then'  was  not  »  ninj"!*'  lUMtain-f  in  \v\v  the 
virility  of  a  ma)«*  seal  wy.-.  de.stvoyod  orimi'iiu'd  by  r«>'iri\  inu. 

Iti  all  (•.lt^l•^.  ;i!  suitahU'  intt-rvals  ami  Ix-ibre  drixinti'  to  flic  kilMiif;" 
jiKMinds,  tlif  ht'id  v.iisliiilii  d  and  tlic.  mal«'s  of  ">  years  old  or  older  wore 
allowed  to  oscapt .  I'\"nal''s  were  never  drivon,  t-vcept  in  a  low  eases 
wla-ve  SI  l-arien  mio  Inoi  lia-iled  up  with  th(>  Imrhi'lors.  !iut  1  do  not 
thinli  !!>  tfin  tlioursJUid  tcmali  s  there  is  on**  baniii. 

Thi*  jientral  methods  em|. loved  undi'r  .Vmeiiean   i  uje  weir  tar  su- 


nOviii);    aiMl    kill 
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periov  to  those  of  the  Hiissijuis, a^  will  oe  readily   uri- 
der^t<»od  ttom  Ilio  tollowiMi;  lacf>. 

Win  n  i  tirst  \  isirod  the  seal  islaiufsin  IHiH  th»'  li.iiive-s 
w«M'«   living  it!  Henu-subleivanean  houses  bnill.  of  turf  and  .■^ueJi  pie<?e«  ot 
driftwoodand  whaiebiao'saN"  they  wereableto  st'«aucou 
0'«i.«uwi.»fu»tiv,>   tin-  ia;aili.      i'lu  u  U<m\  had  been  !>rioi'  to  that  li'iU'  in- 
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sutrn'ient  in  variety-,  and  wa«*  eomprised  of  weal  meat 
and  a  Wiw  othf-r  !irf»tle.s  ftmoshed  in  ineaoir  qnantity 
by  I  hi,  Kas«inn  Fnr  <  'omj)any.  'f  Ho\  'Jtd  i\*.  f>!ek  an<i  dennidod  for  heat 
upon  the  eiovvdiii;;  toKetln'rii)  ther*'  ~mi  ia*«8«'ri,  sloepiny  in  the  di'ied 
y:* asses  ••«*ture«!  Mpoji  the  i'slaiiitK  fcV.?v*«l  to  !i\»'  under  tiiese  e«)ndi 
tions  they  loiihl  not  of  <'onrM  t«**V  }iisojii«'8s  towauls  eivili/ation. 
There  were  no  laeiiif iff*  ftK  tjfeo*ijwrt'?«t»it  *)m'.  skins.  They  were  carried 
on  fhe  backs  ot' the  !iiiiMve.t;.  oytitibnsjr  ifm%t  Ubor  and  hardsliip,  and  by 
refison  «»f  tlie.se  lodhou*.  «iett»</*f;*  tfef  t^iki^ae  «d'  the  aninnd  <afch  wa."> 
evfcndctl  j)\cr  a  nuoi)'«»i  tu  ^ffHitkf*,  hcAo^  n  eoiitiiiu;:!  scnuee  of  moles- 
lalioa  lo  the  iunilinsi  witVs*. 
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TranHptirting  HkJns. 


Their  ntj<li'!  yr«>uful 

.   >.*rni,  (.>u,<b.r^bie  .,,1;;^;^;^;^;^'"^^" 

taei,    I'Vxl,    and 

)>ri«'eH   2f»    pw   cent    iihove    fbf 

i<       i-lmrrlu'H  M'Ki'f'.  hui)t   and    school 

nr,  iidd  ev<-iyt!}riiij-  doiu'  tluit   would 

■  1  >\i  tlu'  way  of  dvili/.iiti(Mi  and  iii;i 

.  •.  ij^  lia'it;  <  veatiires  of  r!u' V  hiiiis  of  lln'ir 

■m  f»i((Md  iV>()titif>'  V  ill)  wliilo  iiit'u,  iiiid  r«' 

J-fl  oacl!  skill  tidvcii.    Sr)  rluit  iibont 

:;;<!n.i;   tJii-  inliiibirunts   of  i!m'  twn  is- 

;ativ«'S  living;   in  tint' loilyrs  nliicli 

-     ]^>\\\  I  lidi  lliciii  ill  ]S77  iis  w.'U 

:  t'Ui^.'d    US  tilt'    jMOph'    ot  .suiiu- of  (»I1V 

,1  As  htxd  tvicilititis,  and  on  Siiiidiiy  tliey 
v*k  <'hui'i-l\    with   its    tiisr('riili\  ar 
MSii  </»  ci\  ili/«"d  men  and  liini  (toljsii 
*t-  »rv  directly  traoeaMf  to  tht-  seal 

•  ■  «  oHjiii.Tcial  Conii>aTiy,  as  jMcvioiisly 
•v*^;    i':»riliti«'s,   sricli  ats 
^       ,  ft»r  rrani^jtortiiig  tlio 

>i  'iminn;   tor  tluai,  \vlii<!li   iif»t  (»iily 

'.d  (if  rh«'  MHtixcs,  1ml   wliicli,  mImmi 

:/  a:  •nuiiih lu  and  llii^  iiiti(>as(!d  iiiiiiiber 

>ifli$iWf*iy  br*  tiike  their  full  <]U()ta  in  tiiirty 

,r  ■•'  *i!»-  in«>lt^8tatii»n  (»f  the  seals  imi  the 
M  lf*iM^uMi  days,  as  j)revinusly  state<l,  the 

4-.'.i.::  «fc,*^  tiiiies  duvitifi' their  j.resciHMMMi  the 

*'*dtH»»!i  the  Prihihtt  Islands  and  the 
"<M'int.e«l  in  the  saiue      .,     ,      , 

,  ,         ,  Niiiiilirr  t  Mat  1111  jllt 

'    t.H-vts  one  hniidied   i„.KiH..i  umUi  pio|.tr 
.•  •  i  u-wrs  of  aji'e  rould   r<^'ii'<""i«- 

•  ;ai»i  aiiniially  fo'    an  indefinite  period 
'vvii. 

f     ['.-^IjiiDf  seal  i  erd  slioidd  l)e  jnoteeted 
'»  .tj  \\u-   North    I'acitie 
t  ^       v   ,         .'ideisalKnit  the  islands  J^!';'"'^'"'""   "'''''' 

'  iiU!   he  of  little  •»•  no 

•  ;,  tli<^  biecdinji' season,  after  their  ])ii]is 
-  ■>ver  liei'iiiji  S<'a  in  search  of  food,     liut 

•       .  -i  it  such  a  zone  <'oiild  iirutecl  seal  life,  it 

ot' the  atiiKisphere  beiii^  so  fonstantly 
-^els  fi'oiii  I'lossinj;  an  imaiiinary  line 
t  vk»^«;    ..      ..    -it  iind  about  the  IM'ibilof  Islatkds, 
-  CHAUrj:f<   r>RVANT. 

*.   f*sfoie  nir,  a    notary  publii-   in  and  for  tU« 

•*itv-*ft*»rr M**^  *<*b  day  ol'  April,  IS'H'. 

feEVKLLUN   A.    liUdWN. 
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RELATING   TO    PRIBILOF    ISLANDS. 
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Very  soon  after  tlie  islands  came  into  the  possession  of  the  American 
(Jovonnnt'iit  all  this  was  changed.  Tlieir  underj»round 
earthen  lodges  were  rephiced  by  warm,  conjfortable  ,„^,"gem^ut" '"'''"'"* 
wooden  cottages  for  each  family;  fnel,  food,  and 
clothing  were  fnrnished  them  at  juices  25  per  cent  above  the 
wliolcsale  price  of  San  Francisc<>;  chnrches  were  built  and  school 
houses  maint.ained  for  their  benetit,  and  everything  done  that  would 
insure  their  constant  advancement  in  the  way  of  civilization  and  ma- 
terial i>rogress.  Instead  of  being  mere  creatures  of  the  whims  of  their 
rulers  they  were  placed  u})on  an  e(|ual  footing  with  white  men,  and  re- 
ceived by  law  a  stipulated  sum  for  each  skin  taken.  So  that  about 
$4(1,000  was  annually  divided  anumg  the  inhal)itants  of  the  two  is- 
huuls.  In  i>lace  of  the  skin-clad  natives  living  in  turf  lodges  which 
I  found  on  arriving  on  the  island  in  18G9,  I  left  them  in  1877  as  well 
fed,  as  well  clothed,  and  as  well  housed  as  the  people  of  some  of  <mr 
>'ew  England  villag«'s.  They  had  school  facilities,  and  on  Sunday  they 
went  to  service  in  their  pretty  Greek  church  with  its  tastefully  ar- 
ranged interior;  they  wore  the  clothing  of  civilized  men  and  had  polish 
on  their  boots.  All  these  results  are  directly  traceable  to  the  seal 
tisheries  and  their  improved  managenient. 

In  addition  to  this  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  as  previously 
stated,   had  introduced  far  better  facilities,  such  as     _,  *■,],• 

boats,  horses,  mules,  and  carts,  for  transporting  the  '"'"'^P'"^  "'k**  '"*• 
skins,  and  impnned  methods  of  caring  for  them,  which  not  only 
greatly  reduced  the  labor  recpiired  of  the  natives,  but  which,  when 
aided  by  their  im]>roved  physical  condition  and  the  increased  number 
of  the  seals,  enabled  the  company  to  take  their  full  quota  in  thirty 
working  days  in  1877. 

This  ah)ne  enormously  reduced  the  molestation  of  the  seals  on  the 
hauling  grounds,  for  in  the  old  llussian  days,  as  previously  stated,  the 
seals  were  driven  and  killed  at  all  times  during  their  presence  on  the 
island. 

If  the  seals  were  as  numerous  to-day  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  the 
manner  of  driving  and  killing  conducted  in  the  same 
manner  as  during  my  experience  there,  one  hundred  bekiiWuVae^r^IroptT 
thousand  nude  seals  of  from  2  to  4  years  of  age  could  restrictions. 
be  taken  from  the  hauling  gnmnds  annually  tor  an  indelinite  period 
without  diminution  of  the  seal  herd. 

I  mil  of  the  opinion  that  the  Pribilof  seal  herd  should  be  inotected 
througlKmt  IJering  Sea  and  also  in  the  North  Pacific 
Ocean.  A  zcme  of  30,  40,  or  50  miles  about  the  islands  aa^"!'''"'"'""  ""*"'*" 
in  which  sealing  is  prohibited  wcmhl  be  of  little  or  no 
protection,  as  the  females,  during  the  breeding  season,  after  their  pups 
are  bcun,  wander  at  intci  vals  over  Bering  Sea  in  search  of  food.  But 
to  sni)i)ose  an  imixvssibility,  even  if  such  a  zone  could  protect  seal  life,  it 
would  be  imiK)ssible,  on  account  of  the  atmosphere  being  so  constantly 
foggy  and  misty,  to  prevent  vessels  from  crossing  an  imaginary  line 
drawn  at  such  a  distance  from  and  about  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

Charles  Bryant. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  ]mblic  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  this  10th  day  of  April,  1802. 
[L.  s.j  Sevellon  a.  Brown. 
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Deposition  of  Joseph  Stanley  Jiroioi,  geolof/ist  in  the  U.  S.  Oeological  Sur- 
vey and  special  agent  of  the  Treasury. 

HABITS    AND   ROOKERIES. 

District  of  CoLXTMniA, 

City  of  Washington,  ss : 

Joseph  Stanley  Blown,  iM'iii}?  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  36 
years  of  age;  am  a  citizen  of  the  United  States;  reside 
aieri'^r'i"*^''"*  ""  in  Mentor,  Ohio;  am 'oy  lu'ofession  a  geologist,  and  as 
^*  "'  '*■'    '  such  am  employed  in  tiie  U.  S.  Geologic^al  Snrvey. 

In  April,  1801,  I  was  oidered  by  the  lonorabie  the  Secretary  of  the 
Int«;rior,  to  whose  direction  the  oflicers  of  the  Geological  Survey  are 
stil)je<'t,  to  report  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ])er- 
sonally  for  special  service.  This  I  did,  and  on  the  27th  of  that  month 
I  received  from  the  latter  a  temi)orary  ai)]»ointment  as  special  agent. 

On  May  4  I  was  given  instructions  to  visit  the  rribih)f  Islands,  for 
the  purpose  of  studying  the  seal  life  found  thereon, 
Instructions.  wifh  a  view  to  lu'ocuring  full  and  accurate  information, 

not  only  as  to  its  jjresent  general  condition,  but  also  more  specifically  as 
to  any  increase  or  diminution  of  the  seal  herd  that  makes  its  home  ui)on 
the  islands.  I  was  further  instructed,  should  1  find  that  change  had  oc- 
curred, to  incjuiie  carefully  into  its  relative  amount  and  the  causes  lea<l- 
ing  thereto.  My  duties  were  in  no  way  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  islands,  but  1  was  left  free  to  nmke  as  exhaustive  and 
comprehensive  an  examination  of  seal  life  on  the  islands  as  the  time  at 
my  disposal  w<mhl  i)ermit. 

In  accordance  with  my  instructions  I  i)roceeded  to  San  Franciisco 

Vo  a  e  on  Huth       ^^'^^  ^"  ^''®  *^'^^''  ^^'^^  of  IMay  sailed  for  Bering  Sea  on  the 
oyageon   «»  .       United  States  revenue  steamer  Rush.    The  idws/i  ar- 
rived at  St.  George  Island  on  Jxme  !»th  and  at  St.  I'aul  on  the  following- 
day.    I  entered  invmediately  upon  the  work  assigned  me  and  continued 
it  interruptedly  until  September  22,  when  the  Rush  i  turned  to  San 
Francisco,  arriving  there  on  October  2. 
Of  theonehundred  and  thirty  days  devoted  to  field  investigation  eighty 
sourccsof  informa-  wcrc  givcu  to  the  two  islauds  and  fifty  spent  at  sea  in 
*'""•  making  the  voyage  to  and  from  San  Francisco  and  in 

cruising  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.    This  cruising  carried 
me  as  far  north  as  the  island  of  St.  Matthew  and  of  Nunivak,  and  gave 
me  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  villages  of  Akutan,  Unalaska,  Makushin, 
Ilashega,  and  Chernofsky,  on  the  Aleutian  chain.    Thus  by  field  inves- 
tigation, by  cruising,  as  well  as  by  seeking  information  from  those 
qualified  by  their  calling  to  give  it,  I  sought  to  familiarize  myself  with 
the  seal  question  in  all  its  phases. 
In  the  prosecutifui  of  my  investigations  I  deemed  it  desirable  to  plio- 
tograph  all  the  rook«'ries  often  from  two  positions;  to 
er^s"*"^'^"^'"^'* '^""'^    make  a  general  topograi>hic  sui-vey  of  both  islands  <ni 
a  scale  of  J  mile  to  the  inch  and  to  prepare  detailed 
charts  of  the  rookeries  upon  the  unusually  large  scale  of  204  feet  to  the 
,,,    ,    inch.     In  carrviug  ont  this  work  I  examined  the  entire 

Survey   of   islnnds  x- oV     m       i  i  tji   /i  j  ii  •  j. 

aniiciiarts  of  rook.i-  slKU'eliucs  ot  St.  Taul  an<l  St.  George,  and  there  is  not 
*'■"•  an  area  <)f  a  mile  s<piare  upon  either  that  I  have  not 

ti-aversed  nor  a  s(piare  hundre<l  feet  upon  a  rook(uy  that  I  have  not  re- 
lieatedly  inspe(!ted.  The  close  attentioti  t(»  topographic  forms  <lemanded 
in  i)latting  rookeries  with  so  much  minuteness  and  the 
can*  recpiired  in  seh'cting  the  best  positions  to  secure 
photographs  iiu'vitably  drew  nu'  in  close  <MHita<'t  with 
seal  life  and  greatly  increased  my  opportunities  to  study  it.    There  was 


Opportunity  for  ex 
amiiiittion. 


■  i 


RELATING    TO    I'RIHILOF    ISLANDS. 


It 


,-'iV' 


hardly  a  day  in  wliicli  1  did  not  have  a  ('haiicc  to  examine  tli^  rookeries 
and  observe  rookery  lile  in  its  varied  forms.  In  all  my  work  upon 
the  islands  I  v;as  constantly  attended  by  native  Aleuts,  who  assisted 
in  transporting  my  instruments  and  other  impedimenta.  Several  of 
these  eould  si)eak  fair  English.  Our  intimate  daily  lelations,  which  ex- 
tended over  nearly  three  months,  were  under  (ionditions  that  oftered 
neither  incentive  to  secrecy  nor  to  deception,  and,  whih' their  general 
views  on  and  theory  of  seal  lif«'  are  to  be  received  with  <!aution,  they 
are  keen  <»bservers  of  little  details,  and  from  them,  their  friends,  and 
old  Russian  records  on  the  islands  1  received  many  valuable  hints  of 
a  natural-history  and  historical  character. 

This  little  group  of  islets,  consisting,  in  theorderof  their  magnitude, 
of  St.  Paul,  St.  George,  Otter,  and  Walrus  islands,  were      „.,.....    . 

<*reated  m  the  sliallow  waters  oi  Jiering  Sea  by  vohianic 
agency.    Outpour  upon  outpour  of  basaltic  lava  gave  to  St.  l*aul  low- 
Iving  sea  nuirgins  which  the  waves  and  ice  ground  into      ...,.,    . 
bowlders,  pebbles,  and  sand,  and  distributed  into  long 
reaches  of  sandy  slion^  at  several  i)oints.    The  islan<l  lies  today,  except 
for  these  minor  changes.  Just  as  it  was  created.     Cliffs  are  infrequent 
and  there  are  from  2(1  to  25  miles  of  alternating  areas  of  sand,  rocky 
ledges,  and  bowlder-covered  shores  that  could  be  made  available,  did 
an  exi)andiiig  herd  dennnul  it,  for  the  uses  of  the  seal.    About  37  or  38 
miles  to  the  southeast  lies  tlie  secoml  largest  of  the      st  ooor  e  i«ian(i 
group,  St.  George,  which,  though  formed  in  the  same      '  '   ^^^'^'^ 
manner  as  its  neighbor,  has  nevertheless  been  so  modified  by  orograi)hic 
movement  as  to  form  a  strong  contrast  to  it  topographically.    Bold, 
towering  cliffs  are  the  rule,  low-lying  shores  are  rare,  and  it  can  boast 
of  only  alxmt  6  or  8  miles  of  really  satisfactory  rookery  space  along 
the  entire  sea  front.    As  a  natural  result  St.  Paul  can  and  does  support 
a  far  greater  seal  population  than  St.  George. 

The  greatest  lengtli  of  either  of  these  islands  would  be  covered  by  12 
miles,  while  0  w<mhl  easily  span  them  at  their  widest      .•,,■•  i 
l)art.    Otter  and  Walrus  islands,  the  former  abcmt  0     " "' "  """"*'• 
miles  to  the  southward  and  the  latter  about  7  miles  to  the  eastward  of 
St.  Paul,  are  mere  rocky  remnants  and  now  play  no 
l>art  as  l)reeding  grounds  for  the  seal,  and  it  is  ques-  •^J^^l'{l  ""''  Waimij 
tionable  if  they  ever  did.    The  islands  are  far  removed 
from  other  land  areas,  the  nearest  point  on  the  Aleutian  Archi])eIago 
lying  200  miles  to  the  southward. 

The  meteorologic  conditions  in  these  latitudes  are  such  that  fogs  and 
mists  hang  so  continuously  over  the  land  and  water  as 
to  make  navigation  very  uncertain  and  dangerous.  So  aitfdns"™'"^'''  '"" 
all-enveloping  are  these  vapors  that  it  is  often  impossi- 
ble to  see  the  shore  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  and  so  fickle  are  the 
fogs  and  mists  that  I  ascended  liogaslov,  the  central  cone  of  the  island 
of  St.  Paul,  five  times  before  1  could  catch  a  glinq)se  of  the  hills  imme- 
diately surrounding  it,  and  this,  too,  wh<'n  each  occasion  was  selected 
for  its  ])r()mise  ot  ch;arness.  The  tem])erature  of  the  warm  season  aver- 
ages about  4.5°  or  50°,  and,  though  no  trees  grow  ui)on  the  isljinds,  the 
excessive  humidity  is  so  favorable  for  grasses,  flowers,  ami  other  lu'rb- 
.age  that  they  grow  with  a  rapidity  and  flourish  with  a  luxuriance  difli- 
cult  to  realize  «aiul  unknown  in  the  north  temperate  zone. 

Many  explanations  have  been  ottered  of  the  seals  having  selected 
these  islands  as  their  home.     Mv  observation  does  not   „ 
enable  me  to  state  their  reason  for  having  done  so,  but   """"  "^ ""  *"'""'"''• 
the  fact  remains  substantiated  by  my  exjierince  and  that  of  all  others 
of  whom  inquiries  were    made  that  these  remote,  rock-bound,  fog- 
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drenelied  ialjuids  are  the  choaen  resort  of  the  fnr-hearinjy  seal  {CaUo- 
rhinuH  ut'HinuH).  The  inorejagjfcd  and  irregular  the  lava t'rafiineiita  that 
cover  the  shore,  the  more  continuous  tlie  drenchiuff  they  receive  fr«)m 
the  moisture-laden  atmosphere,  the  better  the  .  cals  seem  to  like  it. 
Neither  from  personal  observation,  from  infiuiricsof  the  natives  on  the 
islands  and  the  villages  of  the  Aleutian  chain,  nor  from  (juestioning 
seafaring  men,  who,  by  opi)ortunity  for  observation  and  general  intel- 
ligence, were  (iompetent  to  inform  me,  <*oul(l  I  h'arn  of  any  other  land 
area  ever  having  been  selected  by  this  lu^rd  of  fur-seal  for  its  residence 
and  for  the  perpetuation  of  its  species. 

I  learned  that  fur-seals  of  the  sp<>cies  ('al1orhinnn  nrsimis  do  breed 

and  haul  out  at  the  Commander  Islands  and  liobbin 
-^ST???'' u^"]""''"  li^e{,  but  the  statements  made  to  me  were  unanimous 

that  they  are  a  separate  herd,  tla;  ])elt  ot  whn-h  is 
readily  distinguishable  from  that  of  the  Pribilof  herd,  and  that  the 
two  herds  do  not  intermingle. 

As  a  result  of  the  volcanic  origin  of  the  islands  their  shores  are,  with 

few  exceptions,  eithei-  made  uj)  of   bowlderstrewr 
(M)  eriea.  j^^^_^  ledgcs  or  covcrcd  by  jnggecl  fragments  of  basalt 

of  all  sizes,  the  sharp  edges  of  which  are  only  slightly  worn  by  the 
seals'  flippers  or  niore  completely  rounded  by  the  waves  at  the  water's 
edge.  There  ai'e  a  few  true  sand  beaches;  occasio?ial  level  areas  are 
found  at  the  back  of  the  rookeries,  and  in  scune  places  between  the 
rock  masses  comi)aratively  sniooth  interspaces  occur,  but  even  the 
level  portions  referred  to  must  be  reached  by  crossing  a  wide  belt  of 
bowlders  of  all  sizes  that  have  been  ]mshed  landward  by  the  waves 
and  by  the  ice  which  annually  surroun<ls  the  islands.  It  is  ui)on  such 
shores  that  the  seal  "rookeries"  are  located.  Of  the  ruggedness  of 
these  shores  or  of  the  irregularity  and  confusion  of  the  lava  blocks 
that  cover  them  it  is  difficult  to  form  a  picture,  but  it  is  in  a  measure 
indicated  in  the  accomi»anying  i>hotographs. 

A  rookery  thus  presents  two  distinct  features  structurally,  while 

from  the  standpoint  of  the  seal  life  thereon  there  are 
ing gnmmis"*"' '"*"'    again  the  two  wellrecoguized  divisions  of  "breeding 

grounds"  and  "hauling  grounds."  The  word  "rook- 
ery" is  a  general  oneandinchulesthe  specific  terms  "breeding grounds" 
and  "hauling  grounds." 

In  general  and  by  preference  the  more  rocky  areas  are  selected  by 
the  females  as  "  breeding  grounds,"  and  here,  of  course,  the  breeding 
bulls  are  found;  while  the  young, immature  males  or  bachelor  seals  are 
relegated  to  the  adjacent  sandy  shores  or  smoother  spaces  at  the  rear 
of  the  rookeries  for  their  "haiiling  grotimls." 

Over  these  masses  of  rock  the  females  scramble  and  stumble  during  the 
entire  breeding  seas(m,and  in  maintaining  the  control  of  his  household 
the  bull  dashes  here  and  there,  striking  repeatedly  against  the  sharj) 
edges  of  the  rocks  with  a  force  that  to  the  onlooker  would  seem  to 
threaten  his  life. 

At  no  time  during  1891  was  there  other  than  the  greatest  care  exer- 

cised  in  protecting  the  breeding  grounds  from  intrusion 
anngemen  o .  ^^  molcstatiou,  precauti<ms  being  tak  n  that  to  a  novice 
would  seem  excessive;  nor  could  l  tind  by  the  most  diligent  inquiry 
among  the  natives  that  there  had  been  any  deviation  from  these  rules 
since  the  American  occupancy  of  the  islands,  nor  during  that  time  had 
there  been  the  killing  of  a  female  seal  save  by  tlu>  rarest  accident. 

The  "hauling  grounds"  of  the  young  bachelors,  which  is  usually 
somewhat  removed  from  the  "  breeding  grounds,"  is  the  only  portion  of 
a  rookery  upon  which  any  intrusion  is  permitted. 
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(lioiii-'hi'd  i>tl;iii(Is  nn'  tin*  rlioxi-n  rosort  of  tlic  fur  IkmHii}:  seal  (^'fl/?o- 
thini-x  iiisiiiHhi.  T\u>  iinnv  iii^']kr«Ml  iiinl  inry:n!iir  rli<>  !ii\!i  it.itjinf  nfs  llint 
c<>v«'t  tlif  sliiim,  Utr  uioji-  i'«»nttinii>ii,s  thr  (Irt'iicliiiij.',  Iht'\  n-r'-ivc  iVom 
tin-  m(»«Ht.Mtr-l.i«li'M  j^rr«tof»i4»««if*.  tin*  l»«'rf«>i'  tin'  sOit'i*  ><'«'Ut  Ut  like  it. 
N»Mth»-r  from  jun.-^"*'  '  -"-ri  i.iion.  from  iiM|iiirii's  of  rli(>ii}iliv'<'s  on  tlie 
isliimls  rfiid  t,hi«  vv')  ;  ?•»«    Al*'i  ti  III  rliaiii,  nor  fiom   qiHHfioniiijj; 

H*»;«.f)iiin<  iiMMi,  w\<it.      i  •  j>     I'     ,!'•   for  <'t»s»'i Viilion  and  j,M'n('):il   intel 

'•     •         •:   ii'C,  conld  I  lt';un  of  iiny  otiicr   laiul 
ifiitt'lit^ivl  <»f  fur-seal  for  its  icsidciice 


il^\"i<«*.   «<*{'»*  t'i'Vli*  ■ 


»n»?<  over  ha^iuu  W 
i»»-d  for  th«'  i'» 
I  I«'arn«.Ml  :. 


<  UH.>u-*iu<»r ;  «i«f.it- 


I!  "  Ui  niw. 


'  ,  -.H's  ('<ill»rhhinM  iirMinns  do  l»i(<'il 
«"it  1 1*1?  »«t  jfT  t.h«*  ronnnandrr  Islands  hik!  Kolil.jn 
Kivf.  Uiit  fW  -tr,jM>'iit»'nrs  made  to  nic  w^rc  iMianiinons 
thar  tfifv  .tro  a  s«')>arato  In  rd,  tlio  jn'lt  ol'  wliidi  is 
i\iwlily  distiniiii!?<haln»*  IVoih  tli:»r.  i)f  flu'  I'rihilof  liiM<l.  and  Miat  the 
two  h<;ril.s  «lo  nri  iiitcnniiijjlo. 

As  a  rt-stiif  o:  the  volcanii-  ori;:in  of  (lie  islands  their  shores  are,  with 
\e\\  (jxeeptionH,  cinMr  made  \i\t  of  itowlder  strewn 
iava  h'djrt'S  o)- covered  In  .iajn{4(  d  fra.i'liH.'nis  ot  basalt 
uf  all  si/ea,  the  shariM'tlj'es  of  which  are  only  sMj»-htly  worn  by  the 
8<*!>ls'  tiiit|»ers  or  more-  eoinphstely  ronndtd  liy  *lie  \\a\('S  at  the  walei's 
edge.  There  are  11  few  true  .sand  IkiuIi's:  oceasiona!  level  areas  are 
tound  at  the  biU'k  of  thii  rookeries.  an«l  in  some  plaees  betwe«'n  the 
rfiek  masses  eoniparativi'ly  smooth  ini!"S])a<'es  oeenr,  but  e\-en  th<f 
level  portions  retentnl  C<»  must  be  re;t(ht  d  l»y  eiossiii^;  a  \\  ide  l»elt  ol 
bo^vlder8  of  all  sizes  rhat  have  been  iMisVied  lainlsv.ird  by  tho  waves 
ami  by  the  ice  which  aniiiially  siirioinids  the  islavi'ts.  It  is  u)>on  sueh 
shores  that  the  seal  •  I'ookeries"' are  located.  Oi'  rlic  ra.u,i;edin'ss  of 
these  sln>res  or  of  the  irre.'^ularity  and  contusion  of  the  la\a  blocks 
tli.it  cov«'r  them  it  is  dillienll  to  fnnti  a  |ii<tnie,  but  it  is  in  n  ineasiu-e 
indicate<l  in  the  a<'coin|)aiiyin,ur  ]dioro;^ra))li>. 

A  rookery  thus  la-eseuts  two  di-ilincf   tcatmcs  strnctitiaily,  while 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  seal  lite  tliereon  tliere  are 
iiir'^nnilfiH''"'' ''**"'    ;«K'<i'i  tl't' <^^v<^' ^vell  lecofftii/ed  divisions  of  "breediiii;' 
UTonnds''  ami  ."•  hiiidinu   ii'ronnds."     The  wcird  "rook- 
ery" iaa  },envr>H  oi)iai.,liiichulestin'  speeilie  termt'  "breedinj;  grounds'' 
and  "haulin^f  ^roujid!*/'  » 

In  "jitMier.ri   te,d  b^  pr*iferpnee  thi^  more  ro<*ky  art'as  jtr*'  .>elcctetl  1>v 


the  female.s  i^v  ■'  hi<. 
bulls  are  found  ;  ••*  < 
relegated  to  iln-   u^- 
of  tin.'  rookerM-  t'-n 

()\  er  tlie.scitn»*>.'  • 
entire  liu'ediiiir  ^«  h; 
th«'  bull  <iashes  het^' 
t'dyos  of  the  riK'ki" 


^  >'i4> 


:  .;rotiii«is,  and  here,  of  eonrse.  The  brecilnij.' 
yofjHjr.  imTiialure  males  orl>aehelor  .seals  are 
wrdy  shor<'s  or  smoother  spaces  at  the  rear 

■  '"jo)'n'.r  ^niuiids." 

'  ■     i.'i'i.iles  scra.'ubh^  ami  stumble  (bu  itijLi'  t lie 
ii;iii»taiuini>  the  lontrol  of  his  household 

■  '   ,  Hnikiui;-  rcpeat<'dly  auainst  the.  sharp 
<•  f^tf4'  that  t(»  the  onlooker  would  seem  to 
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threaten  his  life. 

At  no  tune  during;  l.*<i»i  w*«^  ihere  other  tinui  the  jrreate.st  eare  exer- 
cised itv  ivorivttnn'  tin'  bicediny;  i>ro'inds  Worn  intrnsion 
or  nmlesiatioi*  jjrecautioiis  ix'iii;^  taken  that  toa  llo^  ice 
W(»uld  .set  Ol  excessive;  nor  eo?t}d  I  find  by  the  mo.st  dilfi^ent  inquiry 
aiiHri'i.'-  tin-  natises  that  thee  -  d  t)cen  any  dexialiou  from  tSnsc  rules 
niin'C  the  AnirericHn  ot'cnpaf  '  t  ruv  islands,  nor  diiriti,i;  ilj;.t  time  had 
there  t>e«»ii  the  kiUin.iC  of  a  n-  :..!■  f*i*n\  «ave  by  the  rarest  aceideut. 

':Uiir  bachelors,  whicb    is  Msually 
.;  jri omuls.'"  is  (he  only  jftirtiou  of 
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a  rookery  uj»o»i  >vhieh  any  njtru.-tin.fi  >h  permitted. 
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i»t*-r"  .>t-.  *iy. vi,.^>t,»«r>««,  <,n-at  East,  liitt!.-  K»^»k  ^^rHi,   ,>;;t'iX.<r 

.•'  •i*:<«.«i'i  :f»ji*  ;,tn<jf  of  a  I'ict'dinj;,'  nHJ»iel'>  <«■  -^I'mM^inei*  (l»'ftii43(j  by 

t<j"  >^  •'   '<t5i/ij;-i«>nn,  as  ill  tlir  <"<.si'  «-t  »♦>•»•.»??.  fen/ 

f'l  -^*'*»tl  e«  (tiiyout'  y<'}ir  uikmi  !1.»  '  i^* ■***«;;• 

^x  ■iiiiliird  for  the   ^^^^«■nJl»J' -iioti  of  b<>n>i»tir-ii^.«. 

t  .'.    .  liarrs  A,  15.  C.  J>,  fe,  K.    \  U,  1,  .1,  K,  '.v.U  hi^ 

■»l»il('  t,li<*  an-as  for  'Vi  tiw'u  ji-r*  >  hiu^  v»'Vir.s  haveh«'tMi 

iK-^A  f.f  «   'iiiawilMin  giouiid"  i«  an   ♦■%,??»  t'.?#»t.'iiij!;  quaohty,  t»it 
'  "     'h  f;H<-)mlor  srals  haiil»'<l  ;n  ii^}  r^'-w'  tlio  appn  xhnuio 
.<  (*l>4o  iiMlicati'^M  (Hi  fJx-    t  •Jrti^. 
A/'.iv    r*-  i»   siiiikt'    rlieir  l.oim    upon   %^^^•  K'tlbjlof  Lslafnls  an'. 
'  .•    r      '-biiiJ-vvii-tMnTa! '4n>(ij)>.     ;f,  '}1j«^  hf  ■**>*'• 

^     ...        'N  T!iebr«'fMti.ii;f.-iiuvlOH.      .^j  TW    ,^^^«-  ''-''  -'"""- 
*      >i-<'h«'l()r  .-'caN.    {t)  Viririh  tVm;ii«.s 

*•■.;«•!!  I'as  its  o^vl!  xkxn*-  of  arriv^t.  ♦jn  h  if.'<  scp.iiafo 
.  "t  >n«l  ea<  li  its  s(-4».*.it!  Joi  ttjic  ;»nn'ial  "^  \pt'<Iitinri  into 
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<    •  'i;mM(  tlie  islaiuls  \oji.' cnaMii"   'li»^  anival   of  ai'uls 
'n*)?  dnvs  of  April  ot"  first  dav>ttf  .>[av      ,        ,  r,   „ 
■  •  ^jAKt' ili-'ir  app«'iir,inf« .     ilu'   tir>t 
"  >  ■  »ii    'S71  was  on  .Ma.v   !i,  in  1S<K»  <.n  Aprtl".'*?      latin; 
year  lh7»'  %     <ni-'vu.j|  fact  !ii)i>oar.s  in  th«'  n'<(>nl  that  a  iar^t- iMimbi'r of 
l>nlls  \vf 
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':<  bjM'tiolorx;  t'low  iaiiiiaturt  yoim}:-  i,,;!;""''  '"   ''•*''"" 
■,      ■■-.    the  skiiih  of  coiurn^  K'o.     Ihe  na 

(•;;   tN  int+'r  arc  I'.r^jcr  for  frcnh  meat  and  it  is  tisiially 
iVfs  of  fhein  for  food  not   lntiM'  than  May  I."»,  and 
1-.  k  t<)  ten  da\s  carflei. 
!  rival  «^f  tlie  virjiin  e4»w.s  is  not   easy  (o  deteruiiiu", 
N*iori  WW  picsciit  e.on<  In.-^ioii  is  that 
■'•owHand  »br  a   whilo  spi-n<l  tlnMr  ,,,/^ ':"''''*  "'   "''«"' 
>i  Mti  the  hiud  ad^jaceni:  to  the  rookery 

f:':ir.;'in. 

riie.  ^m•'^    *?  '»•■«•  pnps  :;  ntaih    syiM-hromuis  with      ,.,  ,    . 
the  tjrrn'aJ  •>    •  •>  ojothrrs.  ' 

•   islands  iti  early  .Innt    I   fonnd  lliat  the  hulls,  in 
r  i';iliit   iia<l   not    only   pre«'itiptt'd 
M<' hi(>fdiii;i  f.r(Mitnls  Imt  were  well 

|M»s,s«'ssion.     l!<'!n;i  polyjianioi'3  "aeh  hull  see. '^  to 
■i.'lf  as  many  cows  as  (Missihlo  (o  form 
i'<«ly  l)«'t'n  ealh  d  his  ••  harvut."     Here 
.'Mtervals  a  few  tows  were  already  to  tie  sO'Mi  besido 
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Rook«rie(i   o  n 
Paul  Islaud. 


St. 


KookerieH    on    St. 
Gi'orjjt'  Islanil. 


Limit!)  uf  a  rookery. 


An  inspection  of  the  fjeiieral  iua|>  of  St.  Paul  Island  will  show  that 
there  are  n<jw  existinj;'  thereon  i)raetically  ten  rookeries,  some  of  which, 
however,  coah'sce. 

These  rockeries  are:  Northeast  Point,  Little  Pola- 
vina,  Big  Polavina,  Lnkauuon,Ketavie,Reef,Garbotch, 
Lagoon,  Tolstoi,  Zapadiiie. 

Upon  the  islaud  of  St.  George  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  are  five  rookeries :  Great  East,  Little  East,  North, 
Starry  Arteel,  Zapadiiie. 

Shoreward  the  limit  of  a  breeding  rookery  is  sometimes  defined  by 
topographic  conditions,  as  in  the  <'ase  of  a  bluff,  but 
the  seal  life  present  in  any  one  year  upim  the  breeding 
gronnd  is  the  true  standard  for  the  determination  of  boundaries. 
Upon  the  large  scale  charts  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  II,  I,  J,  K,  will  be 
seen  the  approximate  areas  occupied  as  "breeding  grounds"  in  1891, 
as  observed  by  me,  while  the  areas  for  certain  previou.*-  years  have  been 
indicated  by  otiier  observers. 

The  area  of  a  "hauling  ground"  is  an  ever-changing  quantity,  but 
the  locality  at  which  bachelor  seals  hauled  in  1891  and  the  approximate 
areas  hauled  over  is  also  indicated  on  the  charts. 

The  seals  Avhich  make  their  home  upon  the  Pribilof  Islands  are 
leadily  thrown  into  five  general  groups.  ( 1 1  The  breed- 
ing males  or  bulls.  (2)  The  breeding  females.  (3)  The  ^l^"^"'-  five  Rrou,.s 
immature  males  or  bachelor  seals.  (4)  Virgin  females, 
and  (5)  The  pups.  Each  has  its  own  time  of  arrival,  each  its  separate 
career  on  the  islands,  and  each  its  season  for  the  annual  expedition  into 
the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  records  kept  u]>on  tlie  islands  concerning  the  arrival  of  seals 
show  tluit  in  the  last  days  of  April  or  first  days  (jf  May     ^^^.^  j^^  ,^  ., 
the  bulls  b^'gi"  <^o  make  their  appearance.    The  first 
arrival  on  St.  Paul  in   1S71  was  on  ]May  4,  in  1890  (ui  April  20.     In  the 
year  1870  the  uiuisual  fact  appears  in  tiui  record  that  a  large  number  of 
bulls  were  in  the  waters  about  the  island  on  February  15.     About  one 
month  after  the  arrival  of  the  bulls  or  in  the  first  days 
of  June  the  females  begin  toappear.     In  1891  the  max- 
imum of  daily  arrivals  was  reached  from  June  24  to  28.    Between  the 
arriviils  of  bulls  and  fenmles  but  rather  closely  follow- 
ing the  bulls,  come  the  bachelors;  those  immature  young  i,,;^"'^"'  "'^  '""■''®" 
males  which  furnish  the  skins  of  commerce.    The  na- 
tives lifter  the  long  winter  are  eager  for  fresh  meat  and  it  is  usually 
possible  to  make  drives  of  them  for  food  not  later  than  May  15,  and 
sometimes  from  a  week  to  ten  days  earlier. 

The  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  virgin  cows  is  not  easy  to  determine, 
but  from  my  observation  my  present  conclusion  is  that 
they  iirrive  with  the  cows  and  for  a  while  si)end  their 
tiuR'  in  the  water  or  cm  the  land  adjacent  to  the  rookery 


Arrival  of  cowM. 


Arrival   of 

cows. 


virj^in 


The  birth  of  the  pups  is  nearly  synchronous  with      „.  „    , 

,,  •       1       ,•  i-i  i.1  Birtli  of  imps. 

the  arrival  rt  the  mothers. 

Upon  reaching  the  islands  in  early  June  I  found  that  the  bulls,  in 
accordance  with  their  habit  had  not  only  ifrei'inpted  j^ 

their  claims  upon  the  breeding  gnumds  but  were  well 
established  in  their  possession.     Ueing  i)olygam<m8  each  bull  seeks  to 
gather  around  himself  as  manv  <'ows  as  possible  to  form 
what  has  a|)propriatelyb»'en  called  his  "harvm."    Here 
and  there  at  wide  intervals  a  few  cows  were  already  to  be  seen  bp«i<le 
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tbeni  but  at  no  time  during  the  season  were  tne  rookeries  free  from  the 
contention  of  the  males  that  sought  by  coaxing  ortheft  to  procure  females 
with  wliich  to  increase  their  harems,  and  from  the  tin»e  1  landed  until  the 
ch»se  of  July  no  master  of  a  harem  abandoned  liis  ]>osition  to  ])n)cnre 
either  ft)od  or  watei-.  These  bulls  during  tiie  breeding  season  were  the 
embodiment  of  ferocity  and  at  no  time  did  1  see  one  of  them  that  would 
not  instantly  and  fiercely  resist  any  encroachnu'Ut  upon  his  territory 
whether  it  were  made  by  his  neighbor  or  by  num.  At  no  tiiue  would  a  bull 
fail  to  scramble  across  the  rocks  en-  course  rapidly  arom-d  his  harem  to 
coerce  a  rebellious  or  deserting  consort.  The  creature  that  can  exist 
without  uourishment  for  eighty  or  'linety  days  while 
^'  subject  to  the  greatest  physical  cxeition  and  strain 

must  possess  a  vitality  unsuri)assed  by  any  other  Tuember  of  the  ani 
mal  kingdom  and  must  beijueath  to  its  olisjjring  even  in  their  imma- 
turity an  unusual  ca|)acity  for  endurance. 

From  my  observation  as  to  the  vitality  of  male  seals  I  believe  that  it 
is  diffiiiult  to  determine  ^vith  absolute  accuracy  the  capacity  of  the  ball 
for  rookery  service,  as  it  must  in  large  measure  depend  upon  the  per- 
sonal equation  of  the  individual,  but  I  am  nevertheless  of  the  opinion 
that  a  conservative  estimate  would  be  that  he  could  serve  without  dif- 
ticulty  at  least  one  cow  per  day  during  his  stay  upon  the  rookery.  Pos- 
sibly the  best  results  would  not  be  achieved  thereby,  but  this  capacity 
taken  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  y«ning  nudes  persistently  seek 
their  opportunities  upc  t'  •  ookery  margins  and  at  the  water's  edge 
during  the  entire  season  It  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  no  breeding 

female  leaves  the  island  uuu.  .jognated.  This  view  is  further  b<une 
out  by  the  fact  that  in  the  first  days  of  rookery  life  I  repeatedly  counted 
groups  of  female  seals  by  the  side  of  each  of  which  lay  her  puj). 

The  number  of  females  which  a  bull  is  able  to  gather  around  him  to 

form  his  harem,  depending  as  it  does  in  some  measure 

a  iiarera.'^'^  "'^  "^'"^'*  "'  upou  topograpliic  cooditious,  may  be  represented  by  the 

extremes  of  one  and  seventy-five.    The  average  number 

of  last  year  was  about  twenty  or  twenty-five.    Unusually  large  harems 

were  infrequent. 

The  abundance  of  male  life  for  service  upon  the  rookeries  was  evi- 
denced by  the  number  of  young  bulls  which  continually  sought  lodg- 
ment upon  the  breeding  grounds. 

It  is  highly  imi)robable  that  the  rookeries  have  ever  sustained  any 
injury  from  insufficient  service  on  the  part  of  the  nudes, 
propf^atXii.'"*^*"* '^"'^  ^^^  *'^y  "'^^6  that  did  not  possess  sufficient  vitality  for 
sustained  potency  would  nievitably  be  deprived  of  his 
harem  by  either  his  neighbor  or  some  lusty  young  aspirant,  and  this 
dispossession  would  be  rendered  the  more  certain  by  the  disloyalty  of 
his  consorts. 

Pelagic  coition  I  believe  to  be  impossible.  The  process  upon  land 
by  reason  of  the  formation  of  the  geintal  organs  is  that 
poMibfo'^  coition  im-  ^^j-.,  uiummjii .  js  violcut  iu  character,  and  consumes  from 
five  to  eight  minutes.  The  relative  sizes  of  the  nuile 
and  fenuile  are  so  disproportionate  that  coitus  in  the  water  would  inev- 
itably submerge  the  female  and  require  that  she  remain  under  water 
longer  than  would  be  possible  to  such  an  anqjhibian.  I  have  sat  upon 
the  cliffs  for  hours  and  watched  seals  beneath  me  at  play  i)i  the  clear 
water.  It  is  true  that  many  of  their  antics  nught  be  mistaken  for  copu- 
lation by  a  (rarel'ss  observer,  and  this  nuiyhave  given  rise  to  the  thecuy 
of])elagic  coition.  I  have  never  seen  a  case  of  the  many  observed 
which  upon  the  facts  could  i)roperly  be  so  construed. 
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When  tlic  st'iisoii  is  over  tlie  bulls,  now  reduced  in  weight,  Hinl  their 
way  ti)  the  sea  for  retuperation. 

My  observation  has  been  that  the  female  seal,  prompted  by  the  mater- 
nal instinet,  lands,  chooses  by  preference  the  rocky  ^,  ^^ 
shore,  and  is  permitted  a  certain  amount  of  freedom  in 
jfoiug  her  way  until  Just  the  ])lace  most  to  her  liking  is  found,  but  wiien 
once  parturition  is  completed  she  then,  being  of  necessity  tied  to  the 
oi/ot,  becomes  subject  to  the  control  of  the  male,  which  contnd  is  exer- 
civsed  with  rigor.  Should  the  point  of  access  to  a  rookery  be  through 
a  break  in  the  cliff  that  offers  oidy  a  steep  incline  the  chances  are  tlie 
bulls  locrated  near  will  be  favored  by  large  harems. 

From  the  frequency  with  which  1  saw  females  select  a  Hat  stone  over 
the  edge  of  which  the  posterior  p()rtion  of  the  body  conld  hang  jnevi- 
ous  to  delivery,  suggests  an  explanation  of  wby  the  rocky  margins  are 
preferred  to  the  sandy  shores.  It  is  not  possible  to  determine  how 
soon  afterthe  arrival  of  the  muther  the  puj)  is  born,  for  she  may  have 
been  in  the  water  adjacent  to  the  island  several  days  before  finding  it 
necessary  to  come  ashore.  But  the  accouciiement  follows  quickly  upon 
the  landing.  Very  soon  thereafter  the  females  receive  the  nniles,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  master  of  the  harem  has  knowledge  of 
the  female's  condition  as  regards  pregnancy,  for  while  some  of  his  con- 
sorts, the  latest  arrivals,  are  jealously  guarded,  otiiers  are  permitted 
greater  freedom. 

For  the  first  few  days,  and  possibly  for  a  week  or  even  ten  <lays,  the 
female  is  able  to  nourish  her  young  or  offsi>ring,  but 
she  is  soon  compelled  to  seek  the  sea  for  food,  that  her  youI'iK.''*''""^^"*    "' 
voracious  young  feeder  maybe  properly  nourished,  and 
this  seems  to  be  permitted  on  the  part  of  the  male,  even  thcnigh  under 
protestation.    The  whole  physical  economy  of  the  seal  seems  to  be  ar- 
ranged for  alternate  feasting  and  fasting,  and  it  is  probabh^  that  in  the 
early  days  of  its  life  tlie  young  seal  might  be  amply  nourished  by  such 
milk  as  its  mother  might  be  able  to  furnish  without  herself  resorting  to 
the  sea  for  food. 

The  female  gives  birth  to  but  a  single  pup.    The  labor  is  of  short 
duration,  and  seems  not  tt)  produce  great  pain.     In  the 
first  weeks  of  its  life  the  pup  does  not  seem  to  recognize  .,  tiH^el"''^"''  '*"''"  "* 
its  mother,  but  the  latter  will  recognize  and  select 
her  offspring  among  hundreds. 

The  young  on  being  born  have  all  the  appearaiuje  of  pups  of  a  New- 
tbundland  dog  with  flippers.    On  emerging  from  their 
warm  resting-place  into  the  chill  air  they  utter  a  plain-       "'"* 
tive  bleat  not  unlike  that  of  a  young  lamb.    The  mother  fondles  them 
with  many  demonstrations  of  affection,  and  tliey  begin  nursing  soon 
after  birth. 

Were  not  the  seals  in  their  organs  of  reproduction,  as  well  as  in  all 
the  incidents  of  procreation,  essentially  land  animals, 
the  fact  that  the  placenta  remains  attached  to  the 
pup  by  the  umbilical  cord  for  twenty-four  hours  or  even 
more  after  birtL,  would  show  the  impossibility  of  aiiuatic 
birth.  I  have  seen  pups  dragging  the  caul  over  the 
ground  on  the  third  day  after  birtii.  Even  could  the  pup  stand  the 
buffeting  of  the  waves  it  wouhl  not  survive  such  an  anchor.  No  pup 
could  be  born  in  the  water  and  live.  Doubtless  the  habits  of  the  sea- 
otter  have  become  confused  with  those  of  the  fur  seal. 
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The  pup  (luiiiig  t)re  first  months  of  its  life  i.s  not  amphibious.    It 

does  not  even  use  its  tiippeivs  as  tlie  niaturer  seals. 

Pun    .lurinj!  first  It  uioves  In  a  gait  more  like  going  <m   "all  fours," 

onthsnot  amphibi-   ^j^jj^  ^.j^^  ^^^^j^.  ^^^j  ^^^^^.^^  ^^^  drawing  up  the  hind 

quarters  as  a  whole  and   then   throwing  itself  for- 
ward its  own  length. 
The  young  seals  require  the  nourishing  eare  of  their  mother  for  at 
T,     .  ^,    ,    least  four  months,  and  pups  have  been   killed  on  the 

Require      inother'H    .   ,        ■•    i    .•-».-      '-i      *    ,t         ^  i  x-       i  •    i 

care  for   first   four  islaud  late  III  Isovember  the  stomachs  oi  which  were 

By  the  middle  of  July  the  mothers  were  going  constantly  back  and 

p^j^j.^  forth  to  sea;  the  pups,  left  more  to  themselves,  collected 

,    "  ""*'■  in  groups — "pods,"  as  they  are  calh'd — and  by  the  last  of 

July  they  worked  their  Avay  down  to  the  shore  and  began  learning  to 

swim. 

The  puijs  are  afraiu  of  the  water;  they  have  to  learn  to  swim  by  re- 
peated ettort,  and  even  when  able  to  maintain  them- 

wimmiiij;.  selves  iu  the  quiet  waters  will  rush  in  frantic  and 

ludicrous  haste  away  from  an  approaching  wave.  I  have  taken  pups 
two  or  three  weeks  old  and  carried  them  out  into  still  water,  and  they 
awkwardly  but  in  terror  rapidly  tioundered  toward  the  shore,  although 
they  couhl  have  escaped  me  by  going  in  the  other  direction.  In  three 
trials,  paddling  in  all  abiait  00  feet,  the  pui>s  became  so  exhausted 
that  they  would  have  been  drowne<l  had  1  not  rescued  them.  If  the 
pups  when  collected  in  grcmps  or  pods  near  the  shore  wer«'  to  be  over- 
taken by  even  a  moderate  surf  they  would  be  drowned,  an<l  such  acci- 
dents to  them  do  occur  on  the  island  before  they  have  entirely  mas- 
tered the  art  of  swimming. 

The  latter  steps  in  the  history  of  rookery  life  all  facilitate,  if  indeed 
they  do  not  play  an  important  part  in,  the  disorgani- 
rfxikcriol""''"'""''  "*  zatiou  ot  the  harem  system.  Just  as  soon  as  the  pup 
has  reached  the  age  of  forming  p(Kl8  and  making  little 
excursions  hither  and  thither,  the  bull's  authority  diminishes,  for  his 
control  over  the  mother  is  lost  iu  the  presence  of  the  bleat  of  the  hun- 
gry offspring. 

Up  to  the  20th  of  July  the  breeding  grouuds  present  a  coiupact, 
orderly  arrangement  of  harems,  but  under  the  combined  influence  of 
the  completion  of  the  ^ 'nving  of  the  females  and  the  wandering  of  the 
pups,  disintegration  begun  at  that  date  rapidly  progresses.  It  is  at 
this  time  that  the  virgin  cows  of  2  years  of  age,  or  not  older  tlian 
3,  mingle  more  freely  with  the  females  and  probably  enter  the  mater- 
nal ranks,  for  the  unsuccessful  nuilesand  maturer  bachelors,  no  longer 
deterred  by  the  old  males,  also  freely  wander  over  the  breeding 
grounds. 

While  the  breeding  gnmnds  have  been  left  undisturbed  to  their  own 
, ,  „       career,  the  hauling  grounds  have  alternately  been  the 

DrmuR  and  killing.  ^^^^^^^  „f  drives  for  the  purpose  of  killing.  The  imma- 
ture bachelors  form  the  bulk  of  the  seals  that  haul  out  upon  these 
grounds,  and  of  them  only  the  3  and  4  year  olds  are  taken  for  their 
skins. 

The  only  seals  killed  for  their  pelts  are  those  immature  males  that 

haul  out  upou  the  hauling  grounds  remote  from  the  breeding  grouuds, 

and  the  handling  of  them  causes  no  disturbance  to  the 

inSes^nielrt"'**"'^''  l^recdiug  females.    The  number  of  bacheh>rsi)ermitted 

to  be  taken  in  any  one  season  is  entirely  within  the 

eontrol  of  the  Treasury  Department,  which  control  has  been  exercised 
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rturiii}?  tlic  past  two  yjnirs  tor  the  onoiinous  nMluctioii  of  th<<  annual 
quota. 

TluTc  an'  certain  physical  us  well  as  historical  Kources  of  in foiinatiou 
upon  the  island  IVoni  which  the  relation  of  the  present 
to  the  past  condition  of  the  rookeries  can  he  very  clearly  .„';:;;.T^:,'i,;i"""'""'""^^" 
made  out. 

J.  Not  only  upon,  but  immediately  to  the  rear  of,  the  area  at  present 
occu|)ied  hy  the  hreediiiji'  seals  occur  frafjments  of 
basalt  whose  anji'les  have  been  rounded  and  polished 
by  the  tlipjters  of  seals.  Ainonj-  these  latter  rocks  {«iass  is  found  j>row- 
iiig  to  an  extent  proporti(»natc  to  their  distances  from  the  present  breed- 
ing j«rouiids,  aiul  further  the  soil  shows  no  recent  <listnrbance  by  the 
seals.  This  rounding  of  tlu^  bowlders  of  the  abandoned  areas  was  not 
due  to  the  imi)in};enu'nt  of  sand  f^rass  driven  by  the  wind.  No  j;eolo- 
gist  would  be  willing  to  risk  his  reputation  by  assi'rtinj;-  that  this  round- 
ing canu'  from  any  such  agency.  The  distinction  between  the  result 
of  sand  blast  action  and  seals'  t1ipi)ers  is  very  marked. 

II.  A  careful  examination  among  the  roots  of  the  grass  will  often 
show  the  foinier  presence  of  seal  by  the  peculiar  ai»i)earanceof  the  soil, 
due  to  the  exereinenta  of  the  seal  and  the  oeiairrence  of  a  thin  mat  of 
seal  hair.  The  attention  of  Dr.  George  M.  Dawson  was  called  to  such 
a  felt  of  hair  upon  the  sumnnt  of  Hutchinson  Hill,  an<l  both  he  and 
Dr.  C.  Hart  .Merriam  collected  specimens  of  it  from  among  the  grass 
roots  at  that  locality. 

III.  At  the  rear  of  the  rookeries  there  is  usually  an  area  of  mix»?d 
vegetation — an  area  the  ])onndary  of  which  is  sharply  detiui'd,  and  be- 
twci'U  whicli  and  the  present  breeding  grounds  occurs  a  zone  of  grass 
of  only  a  single  variety.  In  the  immediati;  vicinity  of  the  i)rcsent  breed- 
ing grounds  oidy  scanty  bunches  are  to  be  seen.  These  gradually 
coalesce  as  the  line  of  nnxed  vegetation  is  api>roached.  The  explana- 
tion of  this  is  that  the  seals  were  fornu'rly  so  abundant  as  t()  destroy 
the  normal  mixed  veg<'tation  at  the  rear  of  the  breeding  grounds,  and 
that  the  decrease  of  tlH^  seals  has  been  followed  by  the  encroachment 
of  the  uniform  variety  of  grass. 

IV.  The  statements  made  to  me  by  competent  observers  who  have 
lived   U])on   the   islands  for  years  all  agre(^  that  the 

shrinkage  in  the  breeding  area  has  been  rapid  during  ^8,^""""  '"  '"*®^" 
the.  past  tiv«'  or  six  years. 

V.  After  observing  the  habits  of  seals  for  a  season,  I  unhesitatingly 
assert  that  to  satisfactorily  account  for  the  disturbance  to  v<'getable 
life  over  areas  whose  extent  is  visible  even  to  the  most  careless  and 
]»rcJu<li(H'd  of  observers  would  re(|uire  the  presence  of  from  two  to  three 
times  the  amount  of  seal  life  which  is  now  to  b(^  found  upon  the  islands. 

That  there  has  be«'n  enormous  decrease  in  the  seals 
there  can  be  no  question. 


In  studying  the  causes  of  diminution  of  seal  life  there 


nccri'ano. 

were  found  a 

('aiiscs  of  decrease. 


variety  of  actual  and  possible  sources  of  destru(!tion 

which  are  etfective  in  varying  degrees.    Fortunately 

the  most  impcn-tantof  these  simrces  were  directly  'i.«('-3r  my  observation 

and  the  following  facts  presented  themselves  for  >.  ;i.  iideration. 

I.  The  restiictions  upon  the  molestation  of  the  breeding  gnmnds  and 
upon  the  killing  of  fenndes  has  been  imperative  both  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  and  lessees  since  the  American  ownership  of  the  islands, 
so  that  in  the  taking  of  seals  no  injury  could  possibly  have  occurred  to 
the  females  and  bulls  found  thereon. 

2710— VOL  II 2 


«' 


18 


TES'I'IMONY 


RiimIh:    hut    lit  t  lo 
ili.iur.v  I'roin. 


l'ti|iH  killt'il  I'lirfuuil. 


Reilriviii;;. 


II.  Tim  seal  l»eiii<;  imlyptiunoiis  in  habit,  oiu'h  iiialo  beiiip  iilile  to  jiro 
vide  tor  ii  liarem  av^'Xii^niij;;  twenty  or  tliiity  iiu'IiiImms,  aixl  tlu'  i>ro|M»r- 
tioii  of  male  to  i'ciiialc  l)<»ni  hciiig  e(|iial,  there  must  inevitably  l>e  left  a 
reserve  of  yoixu;;' iuiniature  nniies  tlie  death  of  a  certain  proportion  of 
whicli  eonld  not  in  any  way  atfeet  the  annual  supply  eoniin;;'  from  the 
i>ree(lin}r  grounds.  These  condititnis  «'xistin<i',  tlie(ioverinnent  has  per- 
mitted the  taking'  with  three  exeeptions  np  to  ISIM)  of  a  tpiota  of  abttiit 
100,000  of  these  ytMuifiinale  seals  annually.  When  the  abundain-e  of 
seal  life,  as  evitlenc fd  by  the  areas  foiinerly  oeeupied  by  seals,  is  «'onsid- 
ered  1  do  ntn  believe  that  this  etndtl  ae(!<Miiit  for  (»r  play  any  appreci- 
able itart  in  the  tliminution  of  the  herd. 

III.  The  statistics  which  I  have  examined,  as  well  as  all  the  in<iuiries 
made,  siiow  that  in  the  raids  u]ton  tlm  rottkeries  them- 
selvi'S  by  marautb'rs  the  loss  of  seal  life  has  been  t<»o 
unimjiortant  to  play  any  jiart  in  the  destructitm  of  the 

breeding;  jjfrounds.  The  inhos|Mtable  shores,  the  ex|>osuie  of  the  ishunls 
to  surf,  the  unfavtuable  (dinnitic  eontlitions,  as  well  as  the  pres«Mice  of 
the  natives  and  white  nuMi,  will  always  prevent  raids  uptui  the  islands 
from  ever  bein;;'  frecpient  or  etlV'ctive. 

IV.  For  stune  years  i>ast  tlu^  natives  were  ]>ermitted  to  kill  in  the 
fall  a^  few  tlnaisand  nude  ]>u|>s  for  food.  Such  killin;*' 
has  been  prohibited.  It  is  not  appai'cnt  how  the  kill- 
ing <»f  nude  i)ups  could  have  decreased  the  number  of  females  on  tin*- 
breeding  grounds. 

V.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  vitality  of  seals  I  do  not  believe  any 
injury  ev«'r  oc<'nrred  to  the  reproductive  ]»owers  (d"tlie 
nnile  seals  from  redriving  that  would  retard  the  in- 
crease of  the  held,  and  that  the  driving  of  18JK)  necessary  to  secuj-e 
about  i;2,000  skins  could  not  have  caused  nor  played  any  imp(>rtant 
l)art  in  tlie  decr»',ase  that  was  apparent  on  every  hand  last  year. 

VI.  From  my  observations  and  my  inquiries  of  the  natives,  under 
conditions  which  were  j-alculated  to  elicit  only  truthful  replies,  I  asiuM- 

-,  .  tained  that  there  had  been  no  change  save  for  the 

better  in  the  methods  or  driving  or  the  handling  ot 
seals;  that  salt  houses  had  been  established  at  the  more  distant  rooker- 
ies; that  boats,  horses,  mules,  and  wagons  had  been  emph>yt'd  totrans- 
])(U't  the  skins;  that  by  these  im]»rovements  the  length  of  the  drives 
liad  been  materially  lessened,  an<l  that  the  tinu'  tor  taking  the  (juota 
had  been  reduced  from  the  Hussian  killing  season  of  three  or  lour 
months  to  about  thirty  days,  thereby  causing  the  minimum  of  disturb- 
ance even  to  the  hauling  grounds. 

VII.  1  ascertained  by  questioning  those  who  had  had  years  of  con- 
tiiuums  experiencic  with  the  seals  that  up  to  the  year 
188li  there  w^as  an  annual  expaiisitm  of  the  boundaries 

of  the  l)reeding  grounds;  that  this  was  followed  by  a  period  of  stag- 
Decrease  silica  nation,  which  in  turn  was  ftdlowetl  by  a  marked  de- 
i885-'8c.  cadence  from   abtmt   18So-'.S6  down  to    the   jii'sent 

time. 

VIII.  In  the  latter  part  ot  July,  1891,  my  attention  wf:;  (^alhd  to  a 
source  of  waste,  the  efliciency  of  which  was  most  startlingly  illusrated. 
Ill  my  conversations  with  the  natives  I  had  learned  that  dead  pni>s  had 
been  seen  upon  the  lookcries  in  the  past  few  years  in  such  numbers  as 

to  cause  mu<'h  concern.    By  the  middle  of  July  they 
pointed  out  to  me  here  and  there  dead  pups  and  others 
80  weak  and  emaciated  that  tbeii-  death  was  but  a  matter  of  a  few  days. 


Increase  up  to  1882. 


Dead  pups. 
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By  tin'  time  tin'  IWitish  (•oiniiiissioncis  i\n'iv«Ml  the  iU'-.ul  i»ti|>s  won'  in 
siiniciciit  iiltuiuliiuc*'  to  attrart  tlicir  atlciilion,  and  tlicy  arc,  I  hi'licvr, 
iiiidt'i'  tlie  iiiipri'ssioii  tliat  tli<'>  liist  (liscovcird  tlu'iii.  I  pittcuriMl  a 
nuMiIxT  ol' tlM'se  pups,  and  Dr.  Ak«'rly,  at  my  icMpu'st,  niadr  aiit(»|)si('s, 
not  only  at  tin*  villa^io,  l>nt  lat<'r  on  npoii  tlir  lookorics  tlu'insclvcs. 
Tlie  Innus  of'tli«'s»' dead  imps  Moated  in  watci'.  Tlicrr  .  ,  , 
was  no  oifiaiiic  disease  ot  heart,  liver.  niii;;s,  stomacli, 
or  alimentary  canal.  In  the  latter  there  was  Itnt  little  and  often  no 
I'ccal  matter  and  th«'  stomach  was  «'ntii«'ly  empty.  I'nps  in  the  last 
static  of  ema«-iation  were  si-cn  by  m«'  upon  the  r(»ok»'ries,  ami  their 
condition  as  well  as  that  of  the  dea<l  ones  lett  no  room  to  donlit  that 
their  death  was  caused  l»y  starvation.  My  the  latter 
part  of  Aii;>iist  deaths  w«'re  rare,  the  mortality  havinjf 
l»ractically  ceased.  An  examination  of  the  warnin;'  lists  of  the  com- 
l>ined  fleets  of  llriiish  and  American  cruisers  will  show  that  hefoie  the 
middh'  of  An^^iist  the  last  sealin,y  schooner  was  sent  out  of  l>erinj>' Sea. 
These  vessels  had  ent«'red  the  sea  alxtut  .Inly  1  and  ha<l  done  much 
»'tfe<'tive  work  by  'Inly  l^.  The  mortHlity  amonj;'  the  pups  and  its  ces- 
ssition  is  synchronous  with  the  sealinji'  lleet's  arrival  and  dt'partuie 
fr(»m  Bi'rin;;'  Sea. 

There  are  several  of  the  rookcrien  uixui  which  lev«'I  areas  arc  so  dis- 
])osed  as  to  be  seen  by  the  ey«'  at  a  j;laiice.     In  September  Dr.  Akerly 

and  1    walked  directly  across  the  rookerv  of  Tolstoi,      ..   ,  

St.  Paul,  and  in  addition  to  the  dead  luips  in  si^ht 

they  lay  in  groui»s  of  from  three  to  a  dozen  amoiif;'  the  obscurin^i'  rocks 

on  the  hillside.     From  a  careful  '„'xamination  of  every  rookery  upon  the 

two  islands  made  by  me  in  Aiiyust  and  Septi'inber,  I  place  the  mini- 

mum  estimate  of  the  tlead  pups  to  be  1.5,000,  and  that 

some  number  between  that  and  .{0.000  would  represent   ,4.s""^''''   "'    '''"'' 

more  nearly  a  true  statement  of  t  .c  facts. 

Upon  examining' the  Herinj;'  Sea  catch  for  ISOl,  as  based  upon  the 
reconls  of  the  Victoria  custom-house,  1  ascertained  that 
nearly  .'{0,000  seals  had  been  taken  by  the  ISritish  Heet   j^;^;'*'''' "'.w-hMs  h. 
alone  in  lleriii};'  Sea  durinj;-  the  siimiiu'r  of  ISOl.    When 
there  is  added  to  this  the  cat«'h  of  the  American  vessels,  the  dead  pups 
upon  the  rockeries,  and  allowances  made  for  those  that      „   .     .. 
are  killed  and   not  recovered  we  have  a  catch   whn-h 
will  not  only  nearly  reach  in  numbers  the  (piota  of  male  seals  allowcnl 
to  be  taken  upon  the  islands  in  years  jione  by,  but  we  have  a  catch  in 
the  securinj;'  of  which  destruction  has  fallen  most  heavily  uiton  the  [tro- 
ducing  females.     This  is  borne  out  by  a  further  fact.     The  youii};'  bach- 
elor seals  can   lie   idly  on  the   hauiing  grounds  and 
through  the  peculiarities  of  their  physical  economy  siis    ,,^^l"^^  iniiviiy  on  le- 
tain  life  with  a  small  snpjdy  of  food,  but  the  cows  must 
•  ange  the  ocean  insearchof  nourishment  that  they  may  meet  the  demands 
made  upon  them  by  their  young.     That  seals  go  a  great  distance  from 
the  islands  I  know  from  personal  observation,  for  we  saw  them  lliO  miles 
to  the  northward  of  the  islaml  (Ui  theway  toXunivak.  That  the  females 
outnumber  tin'  males  ten  to  on<-  is  well  known,  other-      „     .   . 
v,ise  the  hauling  grounds  would  juesent  such  an  array        '"'""  *'  "^' 
of  killable  seal  that  tlier*'  w<mM  be  no  necessity  for  the  (tovernment  to 
suspend  the  annual  (piota.     It  inevitably  folhtws  that  the  temales  are 
the  class  most  preyed  upon  in  Bering  Sea.    No  class  of  animals  which 
bring  f<:  ?th  but  a  single  offspring  annually  can  long  sustain  itself  against 
the  destruction  of  the  producers. 

As  a  result  of  my  investigations  1  believe  that  the  destruction  of  fe- 


1'  i 


20 


TESTIMONY 


males  was  carried  to  tlic  point  in  about  1885  where  thcbirtli  rate  eoiibl 
^,  ,  ,.  ,.  .  not  keep  iii>  the  necessary  sn])i)ly  of  mothers,  and  that 
.;ricH  diiu  to  d.Htnic  the  e<iuuil)iiuin  l)eing  once  destroyed  and  tlie  dram  ujjon 
tion of  motii.r s<ais.  the  pro<lucin^  (ilass  increaisln^'  from  year  to  yeai-  from 
that  date  the  present  depleted  coudition  of  the  rookeries  lias  resulted 
directly  therefrom. 

Joseph  Stanley  Brown. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  this  J)th  day  of  May,  1892. 
[L.  s.j  Sevellon  a.  Bbown. 


Deposition  of  Joseph  Stanley  Broicn,  geologist  in  U.  iS.  Geological  Sur- 
vey, and  special  agent  of  Treasury. 

verification  of  rookery  ohartg. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss : 
Joseph  Stanley  Brown,  beinjif  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  lam 
3(i  years  of  age  and  a  citizen  of  the  IJnited  States;  my  residence  is  sit 
Mentor,  Ohio;  my  ()ccui)ation  a  geolo^iist,  in  wliicli  capaiiity  I  anieni- 
i'riuiiofiHia...i8a.i.i  V^oyiid  in  the  IJ.  S.  Geological  Survey.  In  April,  1S1M, 
g8niiif.tii.rLon.  Ex-  I  was  Ordered  to  r(^port  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
pericnci-.  ^.y^  wliich  I  did.  and  received  from  him  a  teniiK)riiry 

a])i)ointment  as  special  Treasury  aj^ent.  I  visited  the  Pribih)f  Islands 
and  niiide  a  careful  ex-'minat:;,..  of  the  same  and  of  the  condition  of 
seal  life  tlieretm.  I  arrived  on  the  islands  June  9,  1891,  and  remained 
there  until  September  10,  1891.  I  made  a  survey  of 
said  islands  and  also  of  the  seal  roolceries  on  botli  of 
said  islands.  Tlie  charts  sijined  by  me  and  marked  A, 
B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  II,  1,  J,  and  K  were  made  by  me  tluring  said  survey 
of  said  rookeries  and  represent  tiie  f^rounds  covered  by  the  .same.  The 
gray  color  on  saitl  charts  so  signed  by  me.  and  the  red  color  on  tlie  re- 
prints of  the  same,  re[nesent  the  places  occupied  by  breeding  s«'als  in 
1H91,  wliich  said  spaces  were  covered  by  groups  of  said  seals.  The 
white  spaces  on  said  original  charts,  as  explained  by  legend  on  re- 
prints, represent  the  grtmnds  over  which  seals  have  at  various  times 
hauled,  as  is  jdainly  indicated  by  the  coudition  of  said  areas. 

JosKi'ii  Stanley  Bkown. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public,  in  antl  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  tliis  10th  day  of  May,  18!>2. 
[L.  s.]  Sevellon  a.  Brown. 


De.ncril»ft«   charts 
made  by  him. 
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Deposition  of  Stephen  N.  Buymtsky.  Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  the  Pri- 

hilof  Islamls. 

habits  and  rokkeeies  in  1870-'72. 

District  of  Columuia, 

City  of  Washingtini,  ss  : 

Stephen  N.  Bu,\  iiitsky,  being  duly  swtun,  dejtoses  and  says;  1  am  a 

Russian  by  biith  and  am  00  years  of  age.     I  jiraduated  from  the  Impe- 

K    prien-  ^'"'  l-'.voeum  at  St.   I'etersburg,  an  institution  for  the 

ipprence.  nobility.    Am  uow  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Warhing- 

ton.  I  was  detailed  by  the  United  States  Treasury  Department  to 
take  charge  of  St.  George  Island  in   Bering  Sea  duiing  the  sum- 
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nier  of  1870;  I  returned  to  the  United  States  in  the  fnll  of  thiit 
y«ar.  The  following  season  I  was  appointed  to  take  cliaifie  of 
botJi  St.  Paul  and  St.  (leoige  ishuids.  I  arrived  at  tlu'  islands  in 
July,  1871,  and  remained  tliere  till  the  latter  part  of  April,  1871'.  Diir- 
inj;-  niy  stay  on  the  islands  I  nnnlf  earefnl  examination  into  the 
lial)its  and  nature  of  the  seal  and  also  read  and  studied  tin-  reeords 
left  by  the  Russian  Government  in  relation  to  the  Prihilof  Ishmds. 
The  full  f,n-o\vn  male  seals  eommenee  ro  appear  alw»nt  j^^^^^ 
the  islands  durinj;- the  latter  part  of  April  or  tiirsr  of 
May.  They  come  fnmi  the  southeast  thronjih  rue  i>asses  between  the 
Aleutian  Islands.  The  balls,  as  these  seals  are  ealle«l,  do  not  immedi- 
ately land,  but  swim  about  surveyinj;  the  coast:  finally,  thev  CMuie  r  i 
shore  at  the  breediufi  rookeries,  invariably  selectinji' a  shoiv  e»»vered 
with  bowlders  and  avoiding?  sand  beaciies,  for  the  reason,  I  b«-Jieve,  thait 
when  the  pups  are  born  on  these  rookeries  they  may  not  ht-.  s\vef{»t 
away  by  the  surf.  I  believe  also  that  a  bull  comes  back  tu  rtn'  same 
rookery'every  season;  this  belief  was  fornu'd  fnMn  inforniaticm  1  re- 
ceived from  several  of  the  natives  of  the  islands,  who  tohl  mc  that  they 
had  at  one  time  cut  the  ears  of  some  pups  so  that  they  eouhl  be  readily 
distinguished;  that  when  the  pups  were  grown  they  had  noticed  each 
one  on  a  particular  rookery,  and  that  in  the  years  following  the  rook- 
erv  hitd  the  same  occui»ant. 

The  female  seals  begin  to  arrive  the  latter  ])art  ot  May,  going  di- 
rectly to  the  breeding  rookeries.    The  young  male      ,,^^^ 
seals  from  1  t^oo  years  of  age,  called  '*  bachelors,"  come 
about  tiie  same  tinu^  as  the  females,  but  do  not  go  onto     "'"''eiors. 
the  breeding  rookeries,  evidently  fearing  iiie  old  bulls.   These  ba<thelors 
haul  up  by  themselves  on  narrow  places  along  the  shi>re  left  between 
the  breeding  rookeries,  and  from  these  points   proceed  inlaml  much 
farther  than  the  breedii>g  rookeries.    The  seals  killed  on  the  islands 
for  tlieir  skins  are  these  bachelors,  those  of  from  2  to  + 
years  old  being  carefully  selected.     Under  no  circum- 
stances is  a  female  seal  killed.    In  a  "drive"  the  natives 
drive  the  seals  from  the  hauling  grounds  a  little  way, 
sejtarave  tln^  young  killable  males,  and  allow  the  re- 
mainder to  return  to  the  wjiter  or  the  hauling  grounds.     Then  these 
young  males  s(>  selected  are  driven  to  the  killing  grounds  and  there 
dispatched  with  clubs.     During  the  entire  time  1  was  on  the  islands  J 
never  saw  a  single  seal  kilh'd  by  overdriving. 

At  tae  time  1  \vas  on  the  islands  I  do  notthink  there  were  any  fish  at  all 
wttuin  .'}  miles  of  the  islands,  ami  that  the  seals  to  feed 
had  to  go  farther  than  that  from  land.  This  belief  is 
founded  on  statements  made  me  by  natives  tm  the 
inlands,  and  also  from  the  fact  that  fresh  fish  were  seldom  eaten  upon 
the  islainls.  Very  soon  after  a  female  lands  she  gives  birth  to  a  pup. 
I  think  that  she  never  gives  birtli  to  more  than  on«^, 
and  that  she  only  suckles  her  own  i>np.  During  the 
two  sealing  seasons  1  was  on  tlie  'elands  I  oidy  saw  a 
very  few  dead  pups,  and  these  l,,id  been  killed  by 
the  larg«M'  seals  crushing  then.  '  have  never  seen  a 
jMi|'.  that  was  starved  to  death,  or  which  had  been  abandoned  by  its 
■tother.  A  ptip  is  at  least  a  m<»jith  old  before  it  leains  to  swim.  He- 
Ifore  that  it  not  only  can  not  swim,  but  is  afraid  of  the  wat«'r.  If  a  pup 
should  be  born  in  the  water  it  would  un<|iu»stionably 
be  drowned;  but  I  helievi!  that  it  is  an  absolute  im- 
possiliility  for  successful  birth  to  take  phu-e  in  tin*  water, 
for  the  reason  that  the  mother  would  die  of  exhaustion  before  or  while 
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briiiginjjf  fortli  licr  young.  There  were,  while  I  was  on  the  ishinds, 
stringent  rules  enforced  on  theislan<ls  nsto  the  use  of  tireiirnis,  niiikin.<; 
noises,  upproac-hing  the  rookeries,  etc.  In  faet  every  precaution  was 
taken  that  the  seals  on  the  islantls  might  not  be  frightened.  Heeause 
of  the  manner  of  killing  seals  on  the  islands,  the  ju-ecautions  taken  to 
kill  only  males  of  from  2  to  5  yenrs,  and  the  careful 
limitation  of  tlie  numbers  taken,  1  am  fully  convinced 
that  the  taking  of  seals  on  the  Pribilof  Islautls  could 
never  affect  the  numbers  of  the  seal  herd  or  de^dete  th«^  i-ookeries.  In 
my  judgment  ]telagi<'  seal  huntini>'  s!ioid<l  be  aI>solutely 
prohibited  both  in  Uering  Sea  and  the  North  I'acit'ic. 
In  case  there  is  not  such  i»rohibiti(m  the  Pribilof  seal 
iKM'd  will  be  either  exterminated  in  a  very  short  time  or 
else  the  few  which  « aCiii)e  from  the  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  pelagic 
hunters  will  be  dri>  en  from  the  I'ribilof  Islands. 

Stephen  N.  Uuvnitsky. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  28th  day  of  March,  1S!)2. 
[L.  S.J  Sevelt.on  a.  IJhowx. 

Notary  Public  in  (uidj'or  the  J>istnct  of  Columhia,  IJ.  »V.  A. 


Oecreiisc,    none    h.v 
killini!  »ii  isliinilN. 


Proliibitioii    of    pc 
Hitrv. 


l)e2)osition  of  William  llenlnf  Dall,  biolofjist  and  paleontoloyixt  in  U.  8. 

(Jeoloyical  /Surrey. 

pelagic  sealing  and  peibilof  rookeries. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  M'ashinyton,  .s.s; 

William  Healey  Dall,  of  Washington,  af()resaid,  being  duly  sworn, 

deposes  and  says:  That  in  connection  with  my  scien- 

KxiH>nem«-.  ^j|.j.  _^t,^|jj.,.  .^^  ( 'a,nbridge,  Mass.,  I  devoted  nearly  three 

years   to   th»'   study  of  biology,  anatomy,  iind  mediciiu';  that    sine(^ 

completing  my  studies  with   Prof.  Louis  Agassiz  at  Cambridge,  in  the 

year  LSOS,  I   have  been  engaged  in  scientitic  work,  and  am   now  a 

...  ..  ,  .,   t.  ,„ ,  ]>aleont<»logist  in  the  V.  S.  Geological  Survev.     I  first 

Visitcil  Alaska  and     '  .    .^     ,    ,,    "  „         •       -i  ..lo,.-  i 

liriiiiK  s.a  in  !■■<«,'.,   visitcxl  liemig  Sca  Ml  tlic  sumuu'r  ot  l.S(».)  as  a  member 
"*'"*  of  the  scientiiic  corps  of  the  Westi'rn  Kuion  Telegraph 

expedition.     Visited  the  Aleutian  Islands  an<l  went  to  St.  Michael, 
jiassing  near  the  Priltilof  group.     In  the  s])ring  of  1<S(>0  again  went 
to  nortlwrn  Alaska,  in  the  same  capacity,  and  remained  tliere  until  the 
fall  of  lS«i.S.     In   18(!7  the  atbvesaid  ex[)editiMn  was  id)inid(med,  but   I 
remained   in  the  country  in  ordei-  to  continue  my  scientitic  investiga- 
tions, wintering  on  the  mainland.     In  the  full  of  ISOS  1  made  my  way 
back  to  San   Krancisco  on  tin*  schooner  Fniitei-s  Steele,  owned   i»y  the 
Pioneer  Amei  ican  Kur  Company,  whi(!h  had  a  stiition 
i«lTin<i'iiMwiii, *''"'**'    "t  St.  (Jeorg(^  Island,  where  we  stojiped  on  our  Wiiy 
south,  and  thus  gave  me  a  chance  to  ob.serve  se;d  liie 
for  several  weeks.     In  1<S71  I  Joined  the  IT.  S.  Coast  and  (leodetic  Sur- 
vey for  the  purpose  of  -arrying  (Uit  a  proposed  survey 
of  tlu'  Aleutian  chain  of  islands.     I  was  thus  engaged 
from  the  summer  of  1.S71   to  the  er.d  of  the  season  of 
IH74,  and  during  the  winter  of  1871-72  wintered  at  LJnalaska.     During 
this  period  had  opportunity  to  I'amiliari/e  mysi-lf  with  atpnitic  seal  life, 
and  in  1S74  made  a  reconnoissance  survev  of  the  IMibi- 
i^hlnriiriUi'''"        '"''  i-^litiKlf^,  which  afforded  nu',  an  additional  opportu- 
nity to  observe  seal  life  on  the  rookeries. 


In  .Mriitian  iHlainl 
I'lnni  1H7I  lo  1H74. 
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Til  18S()  I  aftain  visited  all  my  former  stations  about  and  in  U«Ming 
Soa  for  tlie  purpostotohtainiiif'inafjiietic  observations. 
This  was  my  last  opportunity  to  examiiu'  the  rookeries.    iu^^hmII  sluVrimi!""' 
As  a  result  of  the  above  experieiue  I  would  further 
sta;e  the  following  faets:  Duiin^'  my  visit  to  St,  (leorge  Island  in  1S(».S, 
before  referred  t(>,  this  vast  territory  of  Alaska  had  Just  fallen  into  the 
possession  <»f  the  United  States,  and  the  <Jovernment      .,     ,^      ,.,^,.^ 
ha<l  iu»t  yet  tairly  esrablislied  more  than  the  befjin 
uin}^-   (»f  an   orjianization    for   its  manafi'enient,  as   a   whole,   without 
iiientionin.<>-  such  details  as  the   Pribilof  islands,     in  <  ons<'(iueiiee  of 
this  state  of  affairs,  private  enterprise  in  the  form  of  companies  deal- 
U\<i  in  furs  had  estaldished  numerous  sealinj>'  stations  on  the  islands 
dnrinji'  ISOS.     During  my  stay.  ex(H'i>t  on  a  single  oeeasion,  the  driving 
from  the  hauling  groumls,  the  killing  and  skinning  was  (hme  by  the 
natives  in  the  same  maniu'r  as  when  under  Itiissian  rule,  each  com- 
l»eting  jKirty  paying  them  so  much  per  skin  for  their  labor  in  taking 
them.     Despite  the  very  bitter  and   more  or  less  unscrupulous  com- 
jietition  among  tin*  various  parties,  all  recognized  the  im|)ortance  of 
jjieserviiig   the   industry  and  i>rotecting  the  breeding  grounds  from 
molestation,  and  htr  tlic  most  part  w«M'e  guided  by  this  conviction. 

In  ISSd  J  found  the  rookeries  full,  and  in  my  opinion  there  were  as 
many  seals  on  the  islands  as  at  any  time  during  my  ex-  i.,,,,^],,,,.,,  .„i,ii,aiii. 
perieiice.  I  have  never  known  of  a  i)up  being  born  iii«  trnmiKis'imiv!  <>ii 
or  of  hauling  groun<ls  existing  anywhere  along  tln^  I'ni.iioi  isiamis. 
Alaskan  coast  or  in  the  islands  adjacent  thereto,  except  the  I'ribilof 
Islands.  1  have  heard  stories  and  traditions  to  that  ellect,  but  1  have 
never  known  of  their  being  substantiated. 

Fi-om  my  knowledg<'  of  natural  history  ami  from  my  observations  of 
seal  lif<'  1  am  ot  the  opinictii  that  it  would  be  ini|«»ssible  for  the  young 
seals  to  be  brought  forth  and  kept  alive  in  the  water. 
When  it  is  tlie  habit  of  an  animal  to  give  birth  to  its 
young  upon  th(>  laiul  it  is  <-ontrary  to  biolngie  t<'ach 
ing  and  common  sense  to  suppose  they  could  succcssfiilly  bring  them 
forth  in  the  water.  It  does  not  seem  to  nn-  at  all  likely  that  a 
in(»ther  would  suckle  any  pup  other  than  her  own,  for  I  have  r<'peat<'dly 
seen  a  female  select  one  pup  from  a  huge  group  and  pay  no  attention 
to  tlu' soIicitati(»usol  others.  l*U])s  icipiirethe  nouiishment  from  their 
luotheis  for  at  least  three  to  ton  months  after  their  birth,  and  \v»Hild 
perish  if  deprived  of  the  sanu  Theie  were  not  in  ISSO  siinieient 
dead  pups  scattered  over  the  rooUei  ics  tuiittriut  atten- 
tion (»r  to  form  a  feature  on  the  r(((»kery.  .\  [.\\\\  uheii  ""I'lpiii- 
first  born  can  not  sustain  itself  in  the  wat*  i  and  W(»uld  ni'iiu'stionably 
jierish. 

Tlie  Pribilof  Islands  are  the  chosen  home  of  *he  fur  s«'al  (('alhtrliiiniH 
vrxiinin).  I'pon  these  islands  they  are  bom;  there 
tlu'y  first  h'arn  to  swim  and  more  than  half  of  theii 
life  is  spent  ujion  them  and  in  the  waters  adjacen' 
thereto.  Here  they  give  birth  to  tlu'ir  voung,  breed,  nurse  their  pups, 
and  go  to  an<l  come  from  their  feeding  grounds,  which  maybe  miles 
distant  from  the  islamls.  I  have  seen  seals  in  the  waters  of  ftering 
Sea  distant  HM  miles  or  more  from  the  ishinds  at  vaii"iis  times  be- 
tween the  first  of  July  and   October,     'i'hese  seals  w«'re  doubtless  in 

sciMU'li  of  (bod,  which  «'onsists,  according  to  inv  oi>ser-     

vation,  ol  lisli,s(|ind,  crusta«'«'ans,  and  even  nndlusks. 

Upon   the  apiu'oach  (d"  winter  the  seals  leave  their  hom«',  influenced 
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doubtless  by  tbo  sovorit.y  of  the  ( liinato  and  dooronse  in  tno  food  supply. 
Tlicy  {;'<^>  southward,  inakiuf^-  their  way  throii};h  the 
igra  ion.  passes  of  the  AhMitiati  chain.      In   hititude  50°  or 

thereabouts,  exteudinj*-  aeross  tlu;  Pacific  east  and  west,  is  a  warm  (air- 
rent  of  about  70  or  .SO  mib's  in  breadtli;  in  this  warm  water  are  found 
fish  and  crustaceans.  Tliis  current  sets  <>astward  and  is  somewhat 
qui<'kened  at  tlie  ap]U'oachof  s])rinj;'  in  harmony  witli  tlie  monsoons  of 
its  phice  of  origin.  In  the  spriiiji'  and  fall  1  have  seen  seals  in  these 
warmer  waters,  but  in  August,  when  I  once  crossed  the  current,  they 
were  absent.  IJndoubtedly  the  seals  tind  there  agreeable  temi»erature 
and  sufficient  food  supjdy,  and,  following  the  eastward  set  of  the  cur- 
rent and  the  migrations  ()f  the  iish,  find  their  way  to  the  western  coast 
of  the  United  States  and,  them*e  turn  northward  being  iiitliien<*ed  by 
the  bountiful  food  supply  along  the  northwest  coast,  and  finally  by  that 
route  return  to  their  luune  upon  the  Pi  ibilof  Islands. 
I  have  had  ample  oi)])ortunity  to  form  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
effect  u]>on  the  herd  of  the  killing  of  female  seals.  The 
killing  fe,„.,i(.  brings  forth  a  single  offspring  annually,  and 
hence  the  rejtair  of  the  loss  by  death  is  not  rapid.  It 
is  evident  that  the  injury  to  the  herd  from  the  killing  of  a  single  female, 
that  is,  the  i)rod>uer,  is  far  greater  than  from  the  death  of  a  male,  as 
the  seal  is  ixdygamous  in  habit.  The  danger  to  the  herd  therefore  is  Just 
in  proportion  to  the  destiuction  of  female  life.  Killing  in  the  o])en 
waters  is  peculiarly  destnuttive  to  this  animal.  No 
discriminati'-.i  of  s«'x  in  the  water  is  possible,  the  secur- 
ing of  the  prey  when  killed  is  under  the  best  of  circum- 
stances uncertain,  and  as  the  jieriod  of  gestation  is  at  least  eleven 
months,  and  of  nursing  three  or  four  months,  the  death  of  a  femali'  at 
any  time  means  the  destrm'tion  of  two,  herself  and  the  fu'tus,  or  when 
nursing  of  three,  herself,  the  nursing  ]iup,  and  the  fVetus.  AH  killing 
of  fema'es  is  a  menace  to  the  herd,  and  as  soon  as  such  killing  reaches 
the  i)oint,  as  it  inevitably  must  if  permitted  to  continue,  where  the 
annual  increase  will  not  make  good  the  yearly  loss,  then  the  destruction 
of  the  herd  will  be  e([ually  rapid  and  certain,  regarded  from  a  commer- 
cial standpoint,  though  a  few  individmils  might  survive. 

ir])on  the  anumnt  of  protection  depends  thesafety  of  the  seal  herd  in 
the  future.  If  protected  only  uj)on  the  Pribilof  Islands  extermination 
will  be  rapid;  if  they  are  protected  upon  the  islands  and  in  the  wateis 
of  Bering  Sea  also  tlie  decrease  will  be  slower,  but  ultimate  extinction 
will  probably  follow.  To  i)reserve  them  completely  it 
is  necessary  that  they  siiould  be  protect<Ml  in  all  waters, 
which  they  fieqiient  at  all  times.  Killing  upon  land 
can  be  regulated  and  interference  with  the  females  rigidly  prohibited, 
but  all  killing  at  sea  is  indiscriminate  and  uncontrollable,  and  hence 
fatal  in  its  consequences  if  carried  on  to  any  seri<ms  extent.  Regarded 
as  a  factor  in  the  world's  (commerce,  extinction  means,  ami  is  here  used 
to  mean,  a  diminution  so  great  that  the  catch  wouhl  not  i)ay  for  hunt- 
ing, witlnuit  reference  to  the  fact  that  a  few  scattered  individuals  may 


Inilis  cr  iniin  a  tf 
killing. 


Proliiltition 
sary. 


long  survive  the  general  mass. 


Wm.   II.   J>ALL. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  0th  day  of  A])ril,  A.  D,  1892. 
Fl.  S.J  John  .1.  Malonk, 

Notary  L'ubl'm,  I).  C. 
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Deposition  of  C.  L.  Foiclcr,  Assintanf  Afftnt  of  the  lessees  on  the  I'ribilof 

Islands. 


HABITS  PELAGIC   .SEALING 

Alaska,  F.  S.  A., 

St.  Vaiil  Lsl'tml,  rrihilof  Grouii,  ss: 

C.  L.  Fowler,  Ymna  duly  sworn,  dciioscs  and  Says:  T  am  40  yoars  of 
aj;«',  and  was  born  at  Stoncliani,  Mass.     I  liave  been  a  resident  of  the 
I'ribilof  Islands  most  of  the  time  since  1.S79.     My  occupation  is  that  of 
assistant  agent  of  the  lessees  of  the  islands.     I  have 
had  eight  years' experience  on  the  sealing  liehlst)f  St.      Experience. 
Paul  and  St.  (leorge  islands,  and   I  have  a  practical 
knowhMlge  of  the  habits  of  the  fur-seal  while  on  the  islands,  and  of  the 
methods  used  in  taking  and  preparing  the  skins  for 
shipment.    The  bull  seals  arriv(!  on  the  islands  from 
the  latter  part  of  April  to  June  15,  and  most  all  of  them 
leavit  in  August  and  September,  and  \  have  seen  a  few 
as  late  as  Octtober.    The  cows  come  to  the  islands  be- 
tween June  1  and  July  UO,  and  commenc^e  leaving  in 
October,  and  but  few  are  found  on  the  islands  as  late 
as  December,  unless  it  should  be  a  mild  winter.    The 
young  male  seals  from  2  to  o  years  old  c<nne  in  May 
or  .June,  and  haul  out  by  themselves;  the  older  ones 
usually  come  first,  and  they  remain  on  or  about  the 
islands  until  the  inclemency  of  the  w«'athei'  compels 
them  to  leave,  which  is  usually  late  in  the  fall  or  early 
winter.     Occasionally  some  remain  till  late  in  -January. 
The  pups  are  born  soon  aftei' the  cows  arrive,  and  r»^ 
main  until  October  and  November,  an<l  when  they  re- 
turn, the  following  .season,  do  not  stay  on  land  uwxvh  of  the  time. 

The  killing  .sea.sou  for  skins  takes  place  in  .Func!  and  July,  and  none 
but  males  ar»^  killed,  and  it  is  seldom  that  tlu'  cows 
are  ever  in  the  diives  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Should 
a  cow  happen  to  get  into  one  of  the  drives  sh«'  is  care- 
fully sepaiated  from  the  rest,  and  permitt«'d  to  go  to 
the  water.  Later  in  the  season,  when  food  drives  are 
being  made,  and  the  harems  are  broken  up,  a  small 
nund>er  of  <'ows  are  in  tlu^  drives,  but  none  are  killed 
unless  by  accident.  The  natives  who  niaki;  the  drives  are  very  partic- 
ular on  this  point,  and  nothing  offends  them  quicker  than  to'  have  a 
female  seal  killed.  They  are  very  careful  in  handling  the  seals,  and 
seem  to  fully  appreciate  the  ne(!essity  of  preserving  the  .s«;als  as  well  as 
the  laws  relating  to  that  subject.  I  never  saw  any 
impotent  bulls  on  the  rookeries,  and  do  not  believe 
there  ever  was  any,  uidess  it  was  the  result  of  age;  nor 
do  I  believe  that  young  male  seals  were  ever  rendered 
impotent  by  driving.  There  has  always  been  a  plenty  of 
bulls  on  the  roidceries  Ibr  breeding  purposes  ever  sinc«i 
I  have  been  on  the  i.slaiuls.  Seals  have  decreased  in 
nund)ers  very  rapidly  in  the  last  f«^w  years,  and  to  any- 
one who  saw  the  breeding  rookeiies,  as  I  did,  in  IHs'o, 
the  change  is  nmst  wonderful.  The  flesh  of  the  fur 
food  by  Ihe  natives  and  whit*'  men  on  the  islands,  and 
is  i-elished  by  them.  I  have  never  known  of  any  sick- 
ness or  {epidemic  among  the  s«^als,  and  I  am  of  the  n„ gjcuues.  amona 
opinion  that  the  thousands  of  dead  pups  on  the  rook-  seals.  "    "    *" 
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eii«'s  last  year  died  of  starvation  011  a(!<'oniit  of  tlieir  motliers  Immiij; 
shot  and  killed  wliih'  fct'ding  at  tlic  llsiiiii}>  Icinks  in 

I'liiis  (IviiiK  of  star-     .,  d  i^ 

vat  ion.  tlif  sea. 

1  was  present  last  year  and  saw  some  of  the  dead  pni»s  examined. 
Their  stomachs  were  empty,  and  they  presented  all  tlm  appearances  of 
starvation.  I  also  notieetl  <ni  the  rookeries  a  yreat  many  emaciated 
pups,  which,  on  a  later  visit,  woidd  be  tlead.  It  has  always  been  the 
jn-aetice  prior  to  1<SUI  for  the  natives  t()  kill  three  to  four  tlumsand  juips 
in  Novend)er  for  food,  and  we  always  find  their  stomachs  tilled  with 
milk.    I  have  also  observed  that  the  n.ale  seals  killed  soon  after  fhey 

vomv  to  the  islands  are  fat  and  their  stomachs  tilled 
Cm""'"'''""''"""*  with  food,  while  those  killed  in  the  latter  part  of  tha 

season  are  poor  and  lean  and  without  food  in  their 
stomachs.    It  was  on  the  breeding  rookeries  and  am<»ng  the  cows  that 

i  tirst  began  to  notice  the  decrease  in  seal  life,  and  I 
nMn'tiw'iiTio'jfryMr's.  *^*^  "***  tliiuk  there  was  more  than  one-fourth  as  many 

cows  (m  the  breeding  rookeries  in  1891  that  there  was 

in  1887.    And  I  know  of  no  other  cause  for  the,  decrease  than  that  of  the 

I'.iaKic  sealing  tho  killing  of  the  COWS  at  sea  by  the  pelagic  hunters,  which 

♦'""8'-  I  believe  must  be  prohibited  if  the  Alaskan  fur-seal  is 

to  be  saved  from  total  destruction. 

C.  L.  Fowler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  empoweretl  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  section  1!>70,  Kevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
this  8th  day  of  June,  1892,  at  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  U.  Williams, 
Treasiiri/  Ayent  in  charge  of  /Seal  Inlands. 


Dejmsition  of  J.  M.  Ways,  master  mariner  in  enqtJofi  of  lessees  of  Pribilof 

Islands. 

ROOKERIES   AND    PELAGK!   SEALING. 


State  of  California, 

Citfi  and  Connty  of  San  Franeiseo,  ss: 

Ojipt.  J.  M.  Hays,  being  didy  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  in 
San  Francisco,  and  am  by  occupation  master  of  a  ves- 
Exporiimce.  sel.     ilavebcen  in  the  employ  (»f  the  Alaska  Commer- 

cial Company  since  1881,  and  in  the  discharge  of  my 
duties  have  visitetl  annually,  with  one  exception,  the  different  trading 
p«.sts  on  the  islantis  of  the  Aleutian  Archipelago,  and  on  the  Alaskan 
coast  in  the  Bering  Sea  as  far  north  as  St.  Michaels,  and  prior  to  18!M) 
I  went  annually  to  the  seal  islantls  in  IScring  Sea,  and  fre(|uently  vis- 
ited the  seal  rook«'ries  on  tlie  same.  T  have  noticed  a 
deci'case  in  number  of  seals  from  year  to  year  in  the 
waters  of  the  Bering  Sea  since  about  1880,  and  for  tl!'.-  last  three  years 
the  decrease  has  been  very  rapid.  I'p  to  about  1884  the  Bering  Sea 
around  the  Pribilof  Islands,  and  between  said  islands  and  tiie  passes, 
was  swarming  with  seals  dining  the  breeding  season,  but  for  the  last 
few  years  the  tleerease  in  numbeis  has  Iteen  so  marked  that  I  could 
not  fail  to  notice  it.    I  never  have  known  or  heard  of  fur  seals  hauling 


Di'cri'asp. 
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lip  on  land  aiiywlioic  on  the  Nortli  J'acitic  or  Alaskan  coast, or  islands 
tlirreof,  ('xc'«'i)t  on  the  sral  ishunls.     1  have  often  <'on-      ^^^  ^^  ^^     ^^^ 
versod  with  masters,  seamen,  and  hnnters  eiiftayed  in   vrmLt  iXiXf 
hunting-  the  t'nr  seals,  and  their  statements  to  me  have 
always  lu'en  tliat  the  i-apture  «»f  a  mah'  seal  was  a 


ra'M.v;    that  nearly  all  of  their  catch  were  eow  seals 


e)'1ii;;ii'  I'litoli  iiinxt- 
l.v  ]iri^i:iiaiil  or  niilk- 
iiij;  cows. 


Wiisto  of  life. 


Cause  of  drcrcase. 


heavy  with  yonnj;-,  or  those  who  had  jjfiven  birth  totheir 

yonnji'  on  tlieislai'ds.  an<l  ji<nie  out  to  the  tishin;>'  bank 

to  feed,  and  that  they  lose  a  hujue  jtroportion  (»f  those 

kdled  and  wonnded.    I  am  decidedly  of  the  ojiinion 

that  the  decrease  in  nnmbers  of  seals  in  the  North  Pa- 

citie  and  l>eriiif>-  Sea  is  owinji'  to  i»ela;iic  hnntinj>',  and  that  unless  «lis- 

eontinued  they  will  soon  become  so  nearly  «'.\tinet  as  to  be  worthless 

for  eommeicial  purposes. 

I  am  n(»t  now,  nor  never  have  been,  in  the  employ  of  the  jiresent 
lessees  of  the  seal  islands. 

J.  M.  II AYS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  31st  day  of  March,  ISJL*. 
[L.  s.]  Clement  Uennett, 

Notary  Vubliv. 


Expcriuiice. 


Deposiiion  of  M.  A.  Ifmley,  captain,  U.  iS.  Rerennt;  Marine. 
pkikilof  islands  and  pelatrkj  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 
Capt.  M.  A.  Ilealey,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I 
am  a  citizen  of  the  IJnited  States.  I  am  now  and  have 
been  for  the  last  twenty-tive  years  an  officer  in  the 
United  States  Revenue  Marine  Service,  and  have  been  on  <luty  nearly 
all  the  time  in  the  waters  of  the  North  Pacific,  IJciiuR'  and  Arcti«! 
Seas.  For  the  ]»ast  six  years  I  have  been  in  command  of  the  United 
States  revenue  steamer  Hear,  pricu-  to  which  time  I  had  conunand  of  the 
United  States  revenue  steamer  Coririn  for  six  years;  both  of  which 
vessels  wen^  employed  almost  ex(!lusively  in  navigating'  tlie  waters  of 
Ueriiig  St.i,  guarding  the  seal  islands,  and  i)rotc}  ting  the  seals  found 
in  those  waters  from  destruction  by  ])oacliing  vessels  engaged  in  what 
is  known  as  ]>elagic  sealing.  My  first  voyage  was  made  ,.1,.^,  ^.„^ .,  „,.  ,,, 
to  the  seal  islands  in  1809,  and  I  have  cruised  annu-  I'lii.iioC  u)m,Tu  \u 
ally  for  the  last  twelve  years  in  the  Alaskan  waters  '**"" 
about  the  Pribihd'  Islands  uj*  to  the  present  time.  My  official  position 
and  the  character  of  my  employment,  as  well  as  natural  inclination,  has 
given  me  an  opimrtunity  for  familiarizing  myself  with  ^^  ^  .^_^^^ 
the  character  of  the  fur-seal  industry  and  the  habits  -"i""*""'' 
of  the  seals,  and  has  also  brought  me  in  c<nitact  with  many  people  «"•- 
gaged  in  the  hunting  of  the  fur-seals,  and  of  the  gencial  nn'thods 
'uiployed  in  catching  them.  During  my  visits  to  the  islands  of  St. 
1  uil  and  St.  George  for  the  last  twenty  years  I  have  carefully  noticed 
that  those  islands  were  visited  by  great  herds  of  fur-seals  during  the 
breeding  season,  and  that  although  100,000  male  seals  \i  ere  taken  annu- 
ally at  the  ishimls  bv  the  lessees  no  perc«'ptible  dinii  ..  ,.  .  ,.  ,. 
nution  in  tluMr  numbers  was  noticeable  until  within  s.aison  isiamis  uniu 
the  past  few  years  when  the  killing  of  seals  in  the  open  "'"'"' '""*'  '•«>""«• 
sea  on  the  partol  fisliing  vessels  became  prevalent;  since  which  time 
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Sox    iiKlJHtiiigiiish- 
al>Ie  in  water. 

a  seal  while  in 

Pay  of  liiiiiti'rs. 

or  condition. 


Waste  of  life. 


there  has  been  a  very  perrei)tibhi  diininiition  in  the  number  of  seals 
seen  in  the  waterof  the  lierinj;  Seaan<l  liaulinj-f^ronndson  tliei.shuMls. 
This  <leciea8e  has  become  alanninjily  sudden  in  the 
last  three  or  four  years,  due  I  believe  to  the*  ruthless 
and  indiseriininate  methods  of  destruction  employed  by  vessels  in  tak- 
injf  female  seals  in  the.  open  sea. 
My  experience  h.is  been  that  the  vessels  employed  in  hunting;  seals 
shoot  indiscriminately,  pui)s,  male  and  female  seals,  re 
jjardless  of  agc^  or  sex,  and  even  sliould  sealers  wisli  to 
discriminate  in  the  killing  it  would  not  be  possible  for 
them  to  do  so.  My  stmlyof  them  in  a  lonj;  experience 
has  not  enabled  me  to  positiv«'ly  distinfjuisli  the  sex  of 
the  wattsr.  It  is  the  custom  to  i)ay  seal-hunters  pin- 
skins  taken,  hence  it  is  the  object  of  the  hunters  to  se- 
cure as  many  as  possible,  without  reference  to  sex,  ajje, 
While  hunting  they  use  small  row  boats,  with  two  or 
T^  ,,  ,  ,,  .,  three  men  in  each  boat  armed  with  shotijun  and  ritle, 
chietly  the  former,  and  it  wouhl  be  simply  impossible 
for  the  m.aster  or  owners,  even  should  they  desire  it,  to  supervise  ten 
or  a  dozen  hunters  :*8  to  the  killing  of  any  ])articular  sex  or  kind. 

Formerly  the  seals  were  gentle  and  the  approach  of  a  vessel  did  not 
eveu  alarm  them,  but  when  firearms  came  into  use  it  so  frightened 
them  that  they  had  to  be  shot  at  long  range,  entiiiling 
a  loss  of  not  less  than  thre<^  out  of  every  four  or  five 
killed.  The  ruthless  practice  of  killing  seals  by  shooting  them  in  the 
sea  is  not  only  extravagant  in  the  loss  of  skins,  but  is  also  a  wanton 
and  useless  destruction  of  a  valuable  and  useful  animal,  and  must 
necessarily  soon  lead  to  its  extermination  if  not  discontinued. 

It  will  be  readily  seen  that  the  ilemoralization  luoduced  by  a  sealing 
fleet  of  fifty  to  a  hundre<l  vessels  witli  from  1,(KM>  to  2,000  men  scat- 
tered over  the  sea,  hunting  aiul  sho«tting  indiscriminately,  would  soon 
)mt  an  end  to  all  seal  life  in  those  waters. 

My  own  observation  and  the  information  obtained  from  seal  hunters 
convince  me  that  fully  90  per  cent  of  the  seals  found  swimming  in  the 
Bering  Sea  during  the  breeding  season  are  females  in 
sear(!h  of  food,  and  their  slaughter  results  in  the  de- 
struction of  heryimng  by  starvation.  I  firmly  believe 
that  the  fur-seal  industry  at  the  Pribilof  Islands  (!aii  be  saved  from 
destru(!tioii  only  by  a  total  prohibition  against  killing 
neces-  j,eals  uot  Only  in  tiie  waters  of  the  Bering  Sea  but  also 
during  their  annual  immigration  northward  in  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean. 

This  conclusion  is  based  npcm  the  Avell-known  fact  that  the  mother 
seals  are  slaughtered  by  the  thcmsands  in  the  North  Pacific  while  on 
their  way  to  the  islands  to  give  birth  to  their  young,  and  extinction 
must  necessarily  come  to  any  species  of  aiiimal  where  the  female  is  con- 
tinually hunted  and  killed  «luring  the  perictd  retjuired  for  gestation  and 
rearing  of  her  young;  as  now  i)ra<'ticed  there  is  no  re- 
of^fv^maieT  P"""'*  spitc  to  the  fcinale  seal  from  the  relentless  pursuit  of 
the  seal  hunters,  for  the  schooners  close  their  season 
with  the  departure  of  the  seals  from  the  northern  sea,  and  then  return 
home,  refit  immediately  and  start  out  upon  a  new  voyage  in  February 
or  Marcii,  commencing  upon  the  coast  of  California,  Oreg<m,  and  Wash- 
ington, fbHowing  the  seals  northward  as  the  season  advances  into  the 
Bering  Sea. 
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I  have  iniide  dili}j;oiit  imiiiiry  into  tho  liabits  of  the  seals  and  liave 
yet  to  learn  tiiat  tliey  liaul  upon  land  on  the  American 
coast  or  islands  except  the  IMihiU>f  Islands,  at  which   ,. "^j",!,  ii\,,;;;{J,^   "" 
place  alone  they  bear  their  youMfi,  and  I  have  no  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  imps  are  born  in  the  water  or     j,,, 
that  they  can  be  saved  in  the  water  if  accidentally  born   i'o«m 
there. 

M.  A.  JlEALY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  rae  this  7th  day  of  April,  A.  0. 1892. 
[SEAL,.]  Clement  Bknnett, 

Notary  ruhliv. 
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Deposition  of  Max  Jlvilbronner,  Srcrctnri/ of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 

IHiHy. 

RAIDS. 

Statk  of  (Ulifornia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Max  lleilbronin'r  havin}^  been  duly  sworn,  dcimses  and  says:  T  am 
se<'retary  of  the  Alaska  C<»inm<'rcial  Company,  and  as  such  have  in  my 
custody  all  record  books  of  the  Company;  and  amon^-  tiiem  the  daily 
records  or  "  lo<>'  book  "  kei)t  bv  the  aj'CMits  of  the  Com- 
pany <m  St.  Gi'orfic  Island  from  1873  to  1881>,  inclusive,  ^^i"""«""""t- 
and  on  St.  Paul  Island  from  187(5 1<)  1889,  inclusive.  In  tlu'se  books 
every  occnrren<!e  was  earefidly  not«'d  from  day  to  day  by  the  aj;"ent  in 
charjic^  at  the  time.  They  have  been  examined  under  my  sujK'rvision 
and  sh()W  only  the  foUowing  raids  on  St.  Georjje  Island  duriny  the 
time  covered  by  them,  to  wit: 

October  Ji\-},    ISni  [i.'^Ni].— The  carcasses  of  fifteen  dead  pup   seals 
and  a  car^'o  hook  wen^  found  on  a  rookery.     It  was 
sui)posed  that  the  (U'ew  of  a  strho(mer  seen  about  the 
island  a  ^v\\  days  i»revions  landed  in  the  ni};ht. 

October  10,  Jssf, — Fifteen  seal  carcasses  were  found  on  Zapadnie 
rookery.  A  yuard  was  statiimed,  and  the  followiu};'  niyht  the  cr«'w  of 
a  schooner  made  an  unsuc<*essful  attempt  to  land.  The  boats  were 
fired  on  by  the  guard  and  retreated. 

Jidy  20,  lSS:j. — A  i)arty  landed  undt'r  the  cliffs  in  a  secluded  place 
and  killed  about  five  hundred  adult  femah'  seals  and  took  the  skins 
aAvay  witii  them.  They  killed  about  live  hundred  pu^is  at  the  same 
time,  leavin}>'  them  unskinned. 

July  32, 1S85. — A  i>arty  landed  at  Starrie  Arteel  rookery  and  kilh'd 
and  skinned  one  hundred  and  twenty  seals,  the  skins  of  which  they  left 
in  their  tiijjht,  when  imrsued  by  the  j^uard.  They  killed  also  about  two 
hundred  pups,  which  were  left  unskinned. 

November  17,  1S8S.—X  ctgw  landed  and  killed  some  seals  at  Zapad- 
nie; how  many  is  uot  known,  but  at  this  season  of  the  year  the  number 
must  have  been  small,  because  the  seais  have  nearlv  all  migrated. 

September  30,  i6Wy.— Eigliteen  dead  seals  and  four  clubs  were  found 
on  a  beach  near  a  rookery.  It  is  uot  known  whether  any  others  were 
killed. 
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An  eximiitiation  jiftlic  St.  I'aiil  r»'<'oitl  does  not  sliow  any  destructive; 

raids  upon  tli«>  island.  It  is  a  tact,  however,  that  in 
rimi' iHiiuHi"!  ""  ■'^'    J»lv,  1.S7."),  piior  t(»  the  l)c«inniii}«  of  the  record,  the 

crew  of  the  schooner  San  />/r</o  huided  on  Otter  Ishmd, 

a  snuill  ish>t  <>  iiiih's  tVoiii  St.  Paul,  and  killed  and  skinned  !,(!(><>  seals. 

Slie  was  cantnred  helore  Uiaviii^i'  the  island,  and  hotii  the  skins  and 

vessel  were  condennied  to  forleitnre  by  the  United  States  court. 

The  reports  of  the  superintendent  for  the  lessees  show  that  it  was 

the  custom  of  the  Conii)anv's  agents  on  the  islands  to 
^^Pntr..iiinKii,or,H,k    tv«'(|nently  patrol  the  rookeries  whenever  the  weather 

was  such  that  a  landing  could  beelVeeted  on  them,  and 
to  ke«'p  watclnnen  at  points  distant  from  the  villages,  whose  special 
duty  it  was  to  rt'port  eveiy  iinnsind  or  sus])ici<uis  occurrence.  For  this 
purpose  the  northeast  p(»in(  oi"  St.  Paul  Islaiul  was  <*(Uine<*ted  with  the 
village  by  telephoiu'  in  1880,  a  distance  of  12  miles,  and  the  natives 
instructed  in  the  use  of  the  instruiiient.  If  any  raids  upon  the  islands, 
other  than  those  her«'in  mentioned.,  had  occurred,  I  am  sure  they  would 
have  been  detected  and  reported  lo  this  ollice.  No  such  reports  are  on 
tile. 

Max  IIeiluuonner. 

Subsj'rIbed  and  sworn  to  before  nu'  this  0th  day  of  May,  A.  I).  181HJ. 
I  SEAL.  J  Clement  J'.hnnett, 

Notary  Vublic. 
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Deposition  of  H.  IJ.  Mvlutyrc,  siqterintvndcut  of  Alanliu  nval  JiHheries. 

State  of  <'alifuijnia, 

City  and  County  of  San  FrauciHco^  hh  : 

H.  H.  Mclntyre,  having  been  <luly  sworn,  deposits  and  says:  1  was 
superintendent  of  the  seal  fisheries  of  Alaska  from  1871  to  1881>,  inclu- 
sive. The  records  above  referred  to  were  kejjt  under  my  direction  by 
my  assistants  on  the  respective  islamls.  1  was  in  frequent  correspond- 
ence with  these  assistants  when  not  jtersonally  present  and  am  sure 
that  anything  worthy  of  notice  wcmld  hav«!  been  ]>romptly  rejiorted  to 

I  <i<i  .'8  •  oni  "^®*  I  •'tiJit've  that  those  records  contain  a  true  account 
of  all  destructive  raids  upon  the  islands.  If  there  had 
been  any  others  I  shoidd  have  heard  of  them.  Every  unusual  occur- 
rence at  any  point  about  the  islands  was  noted  by  the  keen-eyed  natives 
and  at  once  reported  to  the  Company's  office,  the  matter  was  investi- 
gated, and  a  record  of  it  entered  in  the  daily  Journal.  I  am  confident 
that  the  only  nmrauding  exi)edition  that  ever  succeeded  in  killing  more 
than  a  few  doz«'u  seals  each  were  those  of  1875,  upon  Otter  Ishunl,  and 
of  188.")  upon  St.  George  Island,  the  <letails  of  w  hich  are  set  fortli  by 
Mr.  Ileilbronuer  in  the  foregoing  ani<lavit.  If  there  were  others  of 
which  no  record  api>ears,  the  number  of  seals  kilh'd  was  comparatively 
very  small  and  had  no  appreciable  etl'ect  upon  seal  lift'. 

II.  H.  3IcIntvre. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Ctli  <lay  of  May,  A.  I).  18{)2. 
[SEAL.J  Clement  JIennett, 

Isotary  I'ubUv. 
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Jh!i}onition  of  iUtpt.'lohn  A.  lltHriqidn,  I'.  S.  lie irnuv Marine. 

KOOKKUIES  ON    l»KllULOF  ISLANDS. 

DlSTIlKT   OF  CoHMIMA, 

City  of  Wanliiiifftoit^sN: 

-loliii  A.  Ileiiii<|iu's,  of  N«'W  IiOii(l(»ii, Conn. ,lM'iii}>;  duly  sworn,  «l('iK)si's 
iHHl  Siiys:   I   anMM  yt'iirs  of  iijiv,  iiiul  ii  ciiptain   in  tin'      ^.^^^^^  ^^^.^ 
V.  H,  Kcvenne  Marine,  and   have  Ix'tMi  in   tlic  service 
for  twenty  nine  years.      In  the  fall  of  ISOS   I   was  oidt-red   to  Sitka 
and   in  tlie  spring-  of   l.S(i1»  received  instructions  to  proceed  at  once 
with   the   revenue    st«'anier   L'nivobi   to  lieiiuj;'    Sea  in   order  to  pro- 
tect tli«' seal  life  from  depredations,  information  havin>;'  heeu  i«'ceived 
that  seal  skins  had  iieen  taken  from  the  Prd)ilof  Islands  by  unauthorized 
pj'rsons  durinji'  tln'  jtrevious  season.     On  the  4th  of 
May,  l.S(i<»,  I  left  Sitka  for  Kodiak;  on  the  l.'Uhof  May   utn^ilvrinM,",',,'',;'' 
1  h'ft   Kodiak  pursuant  to  onlers,  with  14  men  of  the   j;;','^,;';'"'^  ""  '"'•""'•• 
Sec(tnd  Artillery  and  the  commissioned  otticer,  Lieu- 
tenant ]Mast.     Thence  jjroceeded  to  the  I'ribilof  islands,  toiuhiu};'  at 
Unalaska.    (^n  IMay  L'2n<l,  I  landed  a  i)ortion  of  the  tr(x»i>sand  Lieuten 
jint  Uarnes,  of  the  revenue  service,  with  rations  and  stores,  on  St.  Paul 
Island,  one  of  the  Pribilof  ji'i'oui).     The  tn»o])s  were  here  landed  for  the 
l»urpose  ot  enforciufi- the  United  States  statute  |>i-ovidinj;'  for  the  pi'o- 
tection  of  seal  life.     Lieutenant  Barnes  had  charj;c  of  St.  I'aul  Islantl, 
and  no  seals  were  allowed  to  be  killed,  except  a  sutlicient  nundx'r  tor 
the  food  of  the  nativ«'s,  and  these  were  to  b«'  killed  only  under  the 
direction  of  said  Lieutenant  IJarnes. 

After  landinj*-  I  <alled  the  nati>  t's  to<;ether,  and  throuj^h  an  inter- 
preter informed  them  of  the  i»urport  of  tlie  ordei-s  and  directi<»ns  of  tlie 
Treasury  Dejiartment  in  relation  to  the  island,  and  the  natives  readily 
ajireed  to  follow  such  instructions.  1  had  lieard  from  the  natives  that 
seals  wi're  very  timid,  and  theicupon  ordere<l  all  the  dogs  on  the  island 
to  be  killed,  which  order  was  executed  within  ten  minutes  after  it  was 
given.  I  further  asked  the  natives  to  surrender  all  tirearms  in  their 
possession  until  the  close  of  the  sealing  season,  so  that  the  sound  of 
the  lii'ing  of  the  same  might  not  disturb  the  seals;  this  also  they  im- 
mediately did.  Duiing  the  time  I  was  (m  the  island  1  i)articularly 
noticed  the  care  that  the  natives  tottk  not  to  disturb  the  seal  ro«»keries, 
even  warning  s(»me  of  our  party  from  the  use  oi"  tobacco  in  any  foi-ni 
in  tin'  neighborhood  of  such  I'ookeries.  On  May  L'4th  I  landed  Lieu- 
ti'uant  llenderscm,  of  the  Ifevenue  Marine,  on  St.  (Jeorge  island  with 
the  remainder  of  the  troops,  their  stores  and  equipments.  Li<'utenant 
Hend<'rs(m  was  vested  with  the  same  authority  on  St.  (Jeorge  Lsland 
that  Lieutenant  IJarnes  had  on  St.  Paul  Island.  Here  1  also  had  an 
intervi(!W  with  the  natives  as  on  St.  Paul  Ishunl,  and  they,  too,  readily 
complied  with  the  oi'ders  in  relation  to  dogs  and  the  u.se  of  firearms 
above  stated.  Kvery  pieeaution  that  was  i»ossible  was  taken  by  the 
(lovernment  ollicers  to  ju-otect  the  seal  life  on  the  islands,  aod  also  t() 
prevent  the  breeding  rookeries  from  being  disturbed  in  anyway.  While 
in  l>ering  Sea  during  the  sunnner  of  ISOl),  I  never  saw 
a  vessel  sealing  about  the  islands  or  anywhere  in  the  in^ii,TilIjr"*^si;r'i^ 
sea,  noi  did  I  hear  any  re])ort  t»f  the  juesent-e  of  sucii  ''*'"*■ 
sealing  vessels  in  those  waters.  ^    a     ii^^„     , 

*^  J.  A.    IlENRltitiES, 

Cupimn,  U.  S.  H.  .If. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  dav  of  April,  l.S!)2. 
[SEAL.J  (lEo.  Y.  Coffin, 

Notary  Vublic  in  and  for  the  District  of  ColuinbM. 
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Jk'pottition  of  Wniiam  S,  Ilvrcfovd,  pliifxirliui  on  I'rihilof  Inlands. 

iiaiuts  of  skals — uookkuiks  and  i'kla(}1c  skaling. 

Statk  of  Califoknia, 

Citif  and  Coinitjf  of  tSan  FrttnciKro,  ss  : 

Willijiin  S.  lIcrcloHl.  Iiaviii^i  been  duly  suoiii,  dcixiRt'K  ami  siiya:  I 

iini  .")!>  yciiis  of  ii!>(',  iird  am  a   itlivsician.     I   hold  tlin 

(lr;;r»'t>  ol  li.  S.,  haiita  <  laia  (  olh-jic,  N.  J.,  year  \Stl, 

also  a  n'milar  ^raduatt-  of  the  iiu'dical  dciiaitiiiciit  (»f  tlu'  I'liivrrsity 

of  IVniisylvaiiia,  year  ltS77;  am  a  U'^idar  ]>ia('titioiu>i' of  medicine  and 

8urj;ery. 

i  entered  the  serviee  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  ('om]>any  Aufjnst, 
1SS(),  for  the  piu'itose  of  beiny-  one  of  the  resident  physicians  on  the 
Heal  islands,  and  was  continuously  in  tln'ir  employ  until  May,  ISIM),  at 
which  time  T  went  into  the  employ  of  the  North  American  Coinmei'cial 
Company  in  the  same  capacity  until  the  latter  ]iart  of  Aujiust,  ISJU, 
lisivin^r  left  by  resijiiiation.  1  was  in  the  service  of  the  Alaska  <'om- 
mereial  Com])any  ahnost  ti'U  years  and  with  the  North  American  Com- 
mercial Coinpany  about  tlfteen  months,  and  had  a  total  conne(ttion  with 
the  seal  islands  a  little  over  ten  years.  Seal  and  seal  lift'  being' tlunmly 
and  all  absorbing'  topic  of  conversation,  business,  food,  etc.,  »'(pially 
with  the  natives  as  ourselves,  one  naturally  becomes  almost  as  familiar 
with  the  fur-seals  and  their  habits,  as  a  farnu-r  would  with  those  (d'tlu^ 
cattle  and  hors4's  on  his  larm,  or  a  hunter  of  the  ;Miimalsby  whom  he  is 
surrounded  in  the  woods,  and  by  the  killing  of  which  he  gains  a  liveli- 
hood, both  as  a  means  of  sustenance  and  article  of  comnu-rce. 

In  my  capacity  of  i)hysi«'ian  and  surgeon  to  the  sealing  com|>anies, 
/,  c,  the  Alaska  Commeicial  ComjKiny  and  the  North  Anwrii-an  Com- 
mercial Company,  I  was  statioiu'd  the  Hrst  year,  /.  v.,  ISiSO  and  lSSl,at 
St.  (Jeorge  Island,  and  in  1881  and  1882  at  Unalaska,  at  whi<'h  time  my 
duties  re(iuired  me  to  sail  from  Cnalaska  to  Attn,  Belkofskie,  Atka, 
Unga,  etc.  I  have  been  from  Kadiak  to  Attn  and  have  visite<l  the 
way  placi's  between  tlutse  points.  1  have  also  in  the  same  ca])acity 
made  three  trips  to  St.  Michaels,  N<nton  Sound,  one  of  which  tri]>s  on 
account  of  tlu'  ice  carried  nie  (tver  on  to  the  Ivussian  coast  and  as  far 
north  as  the  Bering  Stiaits.  I  have  also  visited  St.  Matthews  Island, 
though  never  having  landed,  i>assed  by  St.  Lawrence  Island,  etc. 
After  1882  L  was  at  St.  Paul  Island,  with  the  exception  of  my  vaiatioiis 
in  San  Fiancisco,  Cal.,  until  181>0  and  18i)l,  when  I  was  again  idaced 
on  St.  George  Island.  My  knowledge  is  from  ])crsoiial  observation  and 
experience,  as  well  as  from  c<Miversatiou  with  the  nativ«'S,  having  be- 
come more  or  less  intimately  acquainted  with  the  language  sp(>ken  by 
the  natives  of  the  islands. 

The  h>ss  of  life  of  puj*  seals  on  the  rookeries  up  to  about  1884  or  1885 
,       ,     ,        .     was  coini>arativelv  slight  and  was  generally  attributed 

Loss  of  piipH  lip  to  1       i.1       i-i-i  ^1  1  r  i.         1 

ii<84<)r  iRsriconiimiii    t(>  the  death  ot  the  mother  seal  from  natural  causes  or 
tmiysiigiit.  fn mi  their  mitural  enemies  in  the  water,  or,  as  some- 

times hai)pened,  sudden  st()rms  with  heavy  surfs  rolling  in  from  certain 
diiecticms  on  to  the  br«'eding  rookeries,  but  never  at  any  time  would 
a  sutficient  nund>er  of  pups  be  killed  to  makt^  it  the  subject  of  special 
comment,  eitlier  among  the  natives  or  the  employes  of  the  comjiany. 
Coincident  with  the  increase  of  hunting  seals  in  the  sea,  there  was 

an  increase  in  the  death  rate  of  pup  seals  on  the  rook- 
ratoo^pups'.'   '''^^""'  c'"'^'*'*;  also  a  i)erc<'i)tible  diminution  of  fenuUe  seals.    As 

huntiuy  increased,  it  became  self  evident,  even  to  the 
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most  csismil  observer,  that  the  ntokeiies  were  heeoinin^  devastated.     It 

is  positivelv  a  I'aet  that  there  are  not  i.'Hr  a>   uiaiiy 

s»-als  oeeiipyiiiK  the  rookeries  now,  at  tlie  present  time,   JXl^T"**""^""'' 

as  there  w»'re  when  I  first  saw  the  islands.     The  va 

«ant  sjiaees  on  tlie  breedinj;  and  liaiilinj;  Knaunls  inive  iner«'ased  in 

si/e  from  year  to  year  sin<'«'  IHSt,  and  liave  lieeii  very  notieealde  lor  tiio 

last  tour  or  five  years. 

When  1  first  went  to  the  seal  islands  tlu'  seals  were  aetually  iiiereas- 
inu  in  numbers,  instead  oi'  <liniinishinf'.    Two  faets 
presented  themselves  to  me  later  on.  ,„!.';-J,'|?r  "'■  •"•»"• »» 

First.  Seals  were  arrivinj;-  each  year  in  diminished 
numbers. 

Seciunl.  At  tlie  same  time  that  the  female  seals  were  deereasiii}?  in 
nundters,  the  number  ofdi'ad  pups  on  the  rookeries  was  inereasiuj'. 

There  has  been  no  e,hanj;e  ir  the  manner  of  conduetinf;  the  business 
ashore,  but  there  has  been  added  the  open  sea  huntin{{     ,, 
industry  in  the  waters  surrounding  the  r(K>keries,  and 
which  industry,  as  is  well  known,  has  rapidly  increased  since  IS.S4, 
nntil  now  it  has  assumed  grand  proportions.     It  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  the  female  seals  leave  the  islands  and  go  great  dis- 
tanees  tor  food,  and  it  is  clearly  proven  that  many  ot 
them  do  not  return,  as  the  number  of  pups  starved  to  death  on  the 
rookeries  demonstrates. 

The  old  mother  seal  will  not  nurse  any  but  its  own  ofrspring,  and  can 
single  it  out  of  a  band  of  thousands  even  after  an  ab- 
sence of  days  from  the  islands.  The  ditterence  between  j!Znl"'""*  ""'*' "' 
a  well  nourished  pup,  and  one  starving  to  death  is 
also  easily  recognized;  one  being  |>lump  and  lively,  growing  extremely 
rapidly,  the  other  shmiy  dwindling  away, its  body  becoming  lean,  long 
and  lanky,  the  head  being  the  largest  and  niostc(Uispicuous  part.  The 
l»oor  little  thing  Hnally  drops  from  siieer  exhaustion  in  its  tracks,  being 
only  a  matter  of  time  before  it  suciMimbs  to  starvation.  In  reference  to 
the  time  a  newly-born  seal  could  live  without  its  moth- 
er's care,  I  can  say  that  I  have  known  one  particular 
l)up  seal  to  have  positively  existed  for  a  period  of  at  least  two  weeks  or 
more  from  the  moment  of  birth  with  not  over  a  pint  or  so  of  cow's 
milk,  at  the  most,  which  had  to  be  forced  down  its  throat.  Perhaps 
this  will  be  best  understood  by  explaining  the  circumstances. 

Little  'Miminie,"as  this  particular  imp  was  called,  was  the  child  of 
adverse  circumstances  as  his  mother  happened  acci<lentally  to  be  caught 
in  a  large  drive  and  could  not  be  separated  fnun  the  herd  until  the 
killing  ground  was  reached.  Shortly  after  being  parted  out  and  al- 
lowed to  go  free,  on  her  way  to  the  water,  she  hurriedly  gave  birth  to 
this  pup  and  continued  on  her  Journey.  The  pup  was  watched  care- 
fully for  a  few  days,  and  when  it  was  thought  to  have  been  deserted  a 
kind-hearted  employ*'}  of  the  company,  Mr.  Allis,  brought  it  into  the 
village  with  a  doulde  view  of  trying  to  save  its  life  as  well  as  to  make 
a  pet  of  it.  For  the  first  few  days,  as  nobody  could  manage  to  make 
him  eat  and  as  he  would  generaliy  get  the  best  of  some  friendly  linger 
in  these  attempts  at  feeding,  he  was  let  seveii'ly  alone.  Then  followed 
various  contrivames,  mechanical  and  otherwise,  for  holding  his  head 
so  as  to  feed  him  witli  a  spoon  or  a  nursing  bottle,  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pose, for  he  would  get  most  of  the  milk  evorywheri^  but  where  it  was 
intended  to  go.  This  went  on  for  all  of  two  weeks  or  mon'.  I  then 
equipped  myself  with  a  large  syringe  and  a  Hexible  tube,  ami  about  a 
pint  or  so  of  warm,  fresh  cow's  milk.  Little  "Ji'umie's"'  mouth  was 
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Pup'a  dread  of  tliu 
n»ter. 


kc'])t  open,  tlio  tube  \vasi)iissed  down  his  tlnoat  into  his  stoniiu'li,  the 
syringe  filled  with  milk,  in  qnantity  iis  before  stated,  and  whi«*li  was 
unanintonsly  aj;reed  was  not  too  innch  loi'  him  at  one  feeding,  was 
slowly  injected  down  the  tnlu' into  his  stomach.  After  the  operation 
the  tube  was  earefnlly  withdrawn  and  ".Jinimie"  was  left  to  his  own 
deviees.  The  pup,  much  to  the  gratification  and  amusement  of  all 
present,  immediately  began  to  show  in  the  most  unmistakable  maaniei- 
the  greatest  of  seal  delight, /.  r,,  to  li«'  down  in  the  variims  positions 
of  .seal  comfort,  on  his  back  and  side.  an«l  wave  and  fan  himself  with  ins 
tlil>l)ers,  scratch  himself,  bleat,  etc.  As  the.se  signs  were  unmistak- 
able to  all  i)resent  who  were  familiar  with  the  habits  of  seals,  the  op- 
eration was  thought  to  be  a  success.  U])  to  the  last  time  the  puj)  was 
seen,  late  that  night,  he  was  doing  liinely,  but  next  morning  he  was 
found  dead,  and  1  attributed  his  sudden  taking  ott"  either  to  the  small 
boy  or  an  aecideut  during  the  night. 

Another  instance  is  that  of  a  young  jmp  seal  born  under  almost  sim- 
ilar cireumstaiu'es  some  years  previous,  and  deserted  by  his  mother. 
Itwas  jdaeed  near  the  water's  edge  to  see  if  ina  tew  daysits  motherwould 
not  return  to  it,  or  maybe  it  might  take  to  the  water  naturally  and 
swim  across  to  an  adjoining  rookei-y  a  few  yards  distant,  and  ]»ossibly 
there  be  found  by  its  mother  and  its  life  thus  be  saved. 
Day  after  day  this  puj)  was  watched,  but  it  woidd  not 
go  near  the  water  and  neither  did  its  mother  return. 
After  several  days  or  so  a  new  employe  of  that  season  (tnly,and  know- 
ing nothing  whatever  of  fur- seal  lii'e  and  habits,  coming  along  that  way 
and  tinding  the  pup  in  the  grass,  thinking  probably  that  he  had  gotten 
lost  from  the  other  side  took  him  up  and  threw  him  into  the  water, 
with  a  view  of  giving  him  a  chance  of  swunming  back  liome.  It  was  a 
mistaken  kindness,  however,  for  he  was  inunediately  drowned,  as  lie 
was  too  young  to  swim,  his  head  being  too  heavy  for  his  body. 

These  eases  demonstrate  two  i)oints.  /.  r.,  that  a  very  young  fur-seal 
p.iaKir birth impos-  cau  livc  a  Considerable  time  without  nouiishment,  sev- 
'''''"  eral  days  or  nnue;  also  that  they  can  not  swim,  and  any 

and  all  fur  seals  born  in  the  water  must  necessarily  immisIi. 

1  remember  tliese  two  instances  distinctly,  as  1  was  very  mucn 
iiMpressed  by  them  at  the  tinu'.  Others  might  possibly  be  cii  mI,  but  I 
think  these  will  sufliee.  These  two  isch'ted  instances  show  that  ft. 
young  fur  seal  can  liv«'  without  its  mother  s  care  for  a  wt'ek  or  so,  and 
that  the  little  fellows  on  the  rookeries,  wiio  i)robably  iiave  been  nursed 
to  their  heart's  content  befcue  the  niotner  seals  t<»ok  their  departure, 
stand  at  least  an  e<puil,  if  not  superira.-,  chance  of  life,  until  their 
mothers  return  from  the  feeding  grounds,  even  giving  them  wide  mar- 
gins for  delays. 

It  is  asserted  that  the  fur  seals  give  birth  to  their  young  also  on 

kelp  patches,  ami  lie  ask^ep  on  their  backs,  with  their 

koTiT  ""*  ''°™  ""  ottspiiiig  ill  tlu'ir  embrn^-e,  clasped  to  their  breasts. 

This  is  descriptive  of  tine  sea  otter,  but  is  not  true  ol 

the  fui-  seal. 

It  is  known  and  currently  believed  among  the  natives  of  the  seal 
islands,  and  also  among  the  employes  of  tlu'  sealing  company,  past  and 

„  ,  ,  ,.  present,  that  the  mother  s«'al  will  g(»  great  distaui^es 
and  t)e  gone  lor  hmg  pevuMis  or  tune  in  quest  oi  tood. 
Such  is  also  my  observaticui  and  oelief.  In  fact  it  is  a  comni<ni  thing 
to  see  sipiads  or  herds  going  out  ami  coming  in  at  various  times  dur- 
ing the  day.  Food  around  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  seal  islands 
is  at  the  best  of  times  scar<'e.  and  as  ,  he  rookeries  increase  in  tln'  iiuin 
ber  of  their  occupants  it  beeomes  neceswiiry  for  them  each  t lay  to  yo 
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lartiiof  jiiid  fai'Micr.  Distiiiicr.  liowevcr,  is  no  i»inti(MiI;jr  (thjcct  to 
tlu'Mi,  as  tlicy  arc  very  sjM'iMly  travelers.     I  do  not   know  wlictlier  the 

motlier  seal  has  the  power  ol   voluntarily  restraininj;'  ami   jtosti in;? 

tiie  involuntary  act  of  lal)(»r  or  not,  but  it  \V(»nhl  almost  si'ein  as  if  she 
had.  as  on  many  occasions  she  will  Inive  Init  just  dra^iued  heis«'ll  aslnire 
when  slie  will  ^ive  i»iitli  to  her  yituny.  This  may  be  a  e(»incidence  only, 
but  when  n(»t  disturb«'d  they  usually  come  ashore  with  plenty  of  time 
t.o  make  themselves  coiidortable. 

1  have  dissect«Ml  the  brains,  eyes,  and  hearts,  and  have  examined 
the  lun/'s,  liver,  and  internal  viscera  generally,  (d'sueh  seal  as  sue  to 
be  tbuiid  on  the  killing  grounds.  IIav<'  idao  examined  some  of  the 
stonmclis  of  the  ]tu\)H  on  the  ro(»keries  in  the  fall. 

The  fur  sei'.l  inis  unusually  thin  l)ones«'overing  the  brain.     The  brain 
is  well  sliaped.  l'"'^  sanu'  almost  as  a  human   l>rain,  (piite  large,  and  if 
one  could  judyc  from  external  ap'tearances  the  aninnil      ,     ^ 
posHessing  such  a   l)rani  slionid  be  unusually  intelli- 
gent.    The  eye  during  life  is    large,  dark,  sympatheti*-,  and   intelli 
gtnt  looking,  l>ut,  alas  tor  aopcarances!     On  land  they  may  be  occa- 
sionally suspicions,  csiu'cially  should  their  other  sens«!S  be  lu'lped  out 
by  th»'ir  olfactories,  for  tlu-y  liave  ilu'  keenest  scent,  but   in  the  water 
tliev  disjilay  the  greatest  euriositv  and  contidence  in 
passing  obj'ects.     They  will  catch  iip  and  follow  a  boat,    „;,'•/;,  l,';.'."^;;;;?;,  ""• 
and  in  fact  1  have  seen  them  play  around  the  "  killer- 
whale  "totally  oblivious  of  the  fact  that  this-'  killer"'is  their  bitter  enemy. 
I  have  at  the  same  time  seen  the  sea  lion,  which  is  geueially  consid- 
ered more  stupid,  though  l>raver,  rush  into  shore  and  land  <mi  the  rock.s 
under  similar  circumstanees.  ai)parently  preparing  to  chance  death  from 
the  natives  to  being  snapped  in  two  and  nnide  a  meal  of  in  two  nn>uth- 
tuls  by  the  •'  kilh-rs." 

1  am  of  the  impression  that  the  fur-seal,  notwithstanding  its  luag- 
nitieent-lookiiig  eye.  has  rathei-  a  short  range  of  vision; 
it  nuiy  be  more  i)owerful  under  water  than  out. 

Of  the  stomachs  of  the  killable  seals,  I  may  say  that  there  is  no  de- 
gn'e  of  rt'gularity  in  what  may  l)c  fonixl  in  them;  perhaps  ofteiuu*  noth- 
ing, many  times  a  few  worms,  frequently  a  fewsmaii  stones,  sometinu'S 
a  (pmntity  of  pea  stniit  looking  fluid,  the  residt  of  the  process  of  diges- 
tion, while  some  may  contain  the  renniinsof  tlsh  Ixnies,  kelp,  etc.  Of  the 
lemalc  fur  seal  stonuuth  I  know  nothing,  as  they  are  not  allowed  to  be 
killed  (>n  ilie  i.slaiids,  but  I  think  it  would  be  safe  to  say  reminmts  of  a 
tisli  and  kelp  diet  would  frequently  be  found,  as  that 
is  their  natural  food,  and  they  do  consid<'iaiilc  tiavel 
ing  Itackwards  and  forwards  fiom  the  fishin^ii  banks  while  nursing  their 
young  aftei'  having  receiscd  the  attention  of  the  bulls.  Tin'  j»ni>8 
driven  up  for  native  use  in  the  fall  were  always  full  to  overfhtwing 
with  milk,  fhcii'  st(»niachs  containing  nothing  else.  These  ])ups  are  as 
round  and  plump  as  partridges,  while  those  dead  on  the  rook«'ries,  un- 
less killed  by  accidents  of  some  kind,  are  never  of  the  plump  ami  W(OI- 
nourished  looking  order,  i)ut  ar«' generally  lean  and  thin, bearing  all  the 
exteinal  signs  of  neglect  and  starvation. 

Of  the  lungs,  liver,  heart,  and  testicles  of  the  male  fur  seal,  whi<di  I 
have  oitserved, ihereis  nothing  peculiar al>out  them.  Tlie|>eidsischarae- 
teristrii'  of  the  «'.lass  to  which  the  fur  seal  belongs.  The  brain,  heart, 
livei'.  and  kidm-ys  make  very  go«)d  eating,  and  taste  al»ont  the  same 
as  those  of  othei'  animals.  The  nu'at,  however,  which  nnist  be  entirely 
treed  from  all  its  l>lubl>er  or  fat.  t'lough  quite  nutritious  and  palatable, 
is  somewhat  soft,  of  a  dark  color,  and  rcniimls  one.  arcording  t(»  how 
it  18  cooked,  (d  wdd  duck,  venison,  etc.,  only  it  must  never  be  eaten  rare, 
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but  always  well  done.  On  our  table  it  >i«'aerjilly  wont  by  the  name  of 
St.  Paul  or  St.  Georg<i  nuitton,  respectively,  jintl  luul  its  reffiilar  placti 
in  our  bill  of  fare,  being  far  more  preferable  to  "  salt  horse  "  and  canned 
stuffs. 
The  methods  emiiloyed  in  handling  the  drives  arc  the  same  identi- 
,.  p  ,  cally  as  of  twenty  years  ago.    The  samie  metiiods  were 

anactinoM  .  obscrvcd  wlieii  I  first  W(?ut  to  the  islands,  and  were  in 

vogue  <luring  the  period  that  1  referi'ed  to  aw  an  actual  increase  in  seal 
life,  and  liave  been  continued  up  to  tlte  pn^went  timets.     There  is  noth- 
(inat  in.ivaso  in  "'S  different,  except  the  eB«»rm(»us  increase  of  vessels 
iiuiiiiMir    oi  wwiiinj;  an<l  luuiters  eiigagi'd  iu  ]>ei4i^i(' scaiiiig  in  liering  Sea". 
v..«m.i«  ana  i.untciH.     jj^^  ^^  jg^^  .^^^^  ^^^^  j^  ^^,^^  ^^^^  ^^^  occasioiial  venture- 
some vessel  that  came  around  and   secureti  ii  few  hundred  skins  and 
thonght   itself  lucky  and  cleared  ont,  bm    since  that  time  not  even 
the  smallest  craft  is  satisfied  unless  it  seeur«n  its  thousands  of  ])elts, 
regardless  of  sex.    The  indiscriminate  slaugiiter  of  seals  in  the  water 
has  so  <lepleted  their  nunil**-: .  :iiat  the  company  is  at 
Miion'"'^*'''''*''''''*"^  "*  present  unable  to  gettheiif  in.-i  ofskins  on  the  islantl 
as  allowed  per  conrrsuit  wit.    tne  Government,  and  is 
restricted  to  such  an  insignificant  number  tiuit  it  is  not  enougii  to  sup- 
ply food  to  tlie  native  jtopulation  of  tlie  island.-. 

It  is  an  indisputable  fact  that  largf*  jKH-tioii-  <tf  the  bleeding  rookeries 

iwe«.einnreaof  '^^^^^  hauiiug  gfouudft  are  i)ai-.  where  but  a  few  years 

iiiwdinaaud  hauiinj;  ago  uothiug  but  tlie  hai>|>\ ,  uoisv,  and   snarling  seal 

pmnnu.  fanulies  ,(nild  be  seeti. 

The  first  arrival  of  balls  is  about  the  same  tinitias  formerly,  but  aft«'r 

that  they  fill  in  very  mnch  si^iwef,  and  the  females  for 

Arrival  of  bulls  au.i  ^1,^,  jj^s^  Ww  ycars  liavc  becii  somewhat  later  in  their  ar- 

COW8.  .  ,  *' 

rival. 

The  driving  rookeries  also  necessarily  have  suffered, 
as  witness  the  difference  in  the  catch,  adro}»  from  100,- 
000  to  about  20.00O  in  1800. 
years  au«l  I  am     I  made  the  conditions  of  seal  life  a  carefnl  study  for 
firmly  of  the  oi>inion  their  deerease  in  number  on  the 
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wholly  and  entirely  to  hnnting 
open  sea. 

VVm.  S.  IIkrefokd. 
this  lL»th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 

Clement  Bennett, 

A' atari/  J'uhlic. 


DepoHition  of  EH  ward  Hughea,  utetriatrt  on  rosfteh  and  in  ewpJoy  of  the 
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Alaska,  IT.  iS.  A., 

Ht.  Paul  Fsfand,  PrihUof  (rromj^  m: 

fiiiward  Hushes,  being  duly  swinmu-wlieposes  and  says:  lam  r>2  years 
of  aiee,  and  I  nas  born  in  Wales.     I  ;iim  a  citi/en  of  the  United  Sfates, 
whome  I  have  'eMitleii  for  thirty  five  years,  <»f  which  twenty  eight  years 
have  been  si»entiii  AJaMka.     For  eighteen  years  I  have 
Kxpamwiii'.  been  c<»ok  or  stewart  on  board  vessels  doing  business 

in  the  North  I'aciht    muI  m  Bering  Sea,  along  the  en- 
tire iMMWt  of  Aiawka  from  Sitka  to  J>ortou  Sound,  and  all  along  and 
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around  the  Aleutian  Islands  a.s  far  west  as  Attu  Island,  and  also  along 
the  coast  of  Siberia  as  far  as  Plover  Bay.    In  all  those  years  1  have 
met  Jind  talked  with  hunters,  trappers,  traders,  and  miners  whoso 
business  <  ailed  them  into  Alaskan  waters  and  I  never 
knew  or  heard  tell  of  any  fur-seals  hauling  <mt  on  land  Pribuof  uCimu.^  "" 
to  breed  .anywhere  on  the  Alaskan  coast  or  islands  in 
the  North  Paciftc  or  American  waters  of  Bering-  Sea,  excepting  the 
I'ribilof  Islands.     I  have  been  employed  on  the  seal  islands  since  1882, 
and  I  have  resided  upon  them  <'ontinu<msly  for  ten  years,  and  have  a 
l>ersonal  knowledge  of  seal  life  as  it  exists  on  these  islands  and  in  the 
waters  surrounding  them,  and  there  is  less  than  one- 
third  as  many  seals  <*o!ning  to  the  islands  last  year  tbird^iTten^wr" 
than  there  was  in  1882.    The  decrease  in  the  number 
of  seals  coming  to  the  islands  was  first  noticed  and  talked  abcmt  in  two 
or  three  years  after  I  first  came  to  live  here;  and  since  1887  the  de- 
crease has  been  very  rapid. 

A  carefiil  inspection  of  the  rookeries  each  returning  season  since  1887 
showed  that  the  cows  were  getting  less  and  less,  al- 
though it  was  a  rare  thing  to  fin«l  a  cow  seal  that  <lid 
not  have  a  pup  at  her  side.  It  was  also  during  these  years  that  dead 
emaidated  i)ups  were  first  noticed  on  the  rookeries,  and 
they  increased  in  numbers  until  1891,  in  which  year,  in  ,.hC"^''pbi«"''™' 
August  and  September,  tlu;  rookeries  were  covered 
with  dead  jiups.  I  was  present  when  Dr.  Akerly,  the  resident  physi- 
cian, made  an  examination  of  some  of  them  and  it  was  found  that  their 
stomachs  were  empty,  and  that  they  exiiibited  all  the  conditions  of 
starvation. 

I  have  been  steward  and  cook  at  the  Conii)any  honse  for  the  lessees 
since  1882,  and  during  the  time  when  seals  are  killed 
for  skins  or  food  1  have  daily  prepared  and  cooked  the 
meat  in  various  ways  for  tin'  use  of  the  table  at  whi<'ii 
all  white  people  board  who  live  on  or  ('ome  to  the 
island,  and  such  a  thing  as  a  diseased  seal  has  never 
been  known. 

Edw'd  HrGiiES. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  t<i  before  me,  an  oflBcer  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  section  197(;,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
this  8th  day  of  June,  18J)2.    At  St.  Paul  Island.  Alaska. 

Wm.  II.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  seal  islands. 
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Dejjosition  of  Abial  P.  fjoud,  spevial  assistant  Treasury  agent  on  PribiloJ 

Islands. 

MANAGElsrENT   AND   PELAGIC   SEALING. 

District  of  Colitmhia, 

City  of  Wasliingtini,  ss: 

Abial  P.  lioud,  being  duly  sw(H"n,  deposes  and  says:  Tama  resident 
of  Hampden,  Me.,  and  am  ."»">  years  of  age.  On  April  4,  188r),  I  was 
ai>poinfed  special  assistant  Treasury  agent  for  the 
s«>al  islands,  ami  inimedialely  started"  for  the  islands,  ''■^i""*""" 
arriving  at  the  island  of  St.  Panl  on  May  28  <n-  'MK  Spoilt  that  season 
on  St.  Panl  Island,  and  n'tnined  for  the  winter  to  the  States,  leaving 
the  islands  on  the  18tli  of  August.  Went  back  again  next  spring, 
arriving  there  in  the  latter  part  of  May,  and  remained  until  August, 
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1887,  on  St.  Paul  Tslninl.  Spent  tho  season  of  ISSS  mul  ISSO  on  St. 
George  Island,  retmnit!-  in  the  full  of  1S81>  to  tli(^  States.  In  ISS!)  i 
spent  some  time  in  the  fall  on  St.  I'lml  Island.  On  whiehever  island  I 
was  lociated  I  always  k«'pt  earefnl  wuteh,  and  made  frecinent  examina- 

,,  ,,      I    tion  of  the  rookeries  dnrinji  this  entii*' period.     During 

iiigi.'r..uiidsfrom  i««5  the  time  from  188r>  to  1889  there  Wiis  a  very  marke«l  de- 
'"  '•***•  crease  in  the  size  of  the  bretiding  grounds  on  St.  Paul 

Island,  and  from  1887  to  1880  I  also  notieed  a  great  decrease  in  the 
areas  covered  by  the  rookeries  on  St.  George  Island. 

In  his  reports  of  188(»  and  1887  George  H.  Tingle,  special  Treasury 
^  .  J  agent  in  charge  of  the  seal  islands,  reported  having 
Agrnt*  TinRh'r' r"  mcasurcd  the  rookeries  on  the  islands,  and  th.it  the 
iMMiHofiiniiuroiiHc.  j^cals  lia«l  largely  increased  in  number,  giving  the  in- 
crease at  about  2,(HM>,(K)0.  From  this  report  I  dissented  at  the  time,  as 
1  was  unable  to  see  any  increase,  but  on  the  contrary  a  perceptible  de- 
crease, in  the  rookeries,  I  expressed  my  views  to  many  on  the  islands, 
and  all  agree<l  that  there  had  been  no  increase  in  seal  life.  I  do  not 
think  that  there  was  a  single  peryon  on  the  island  except  Mr.  Tingle 

Mr.  TinKie'B  metii-  "'''^<^  tlioujiht  tlicre  had  bccu  ail  inciease,  or,  in  fact, 
•idol im-aHiiriiig.  that  thcrc  had  not  been  a  decrease  in  seal  life.  Tiie 
measurements  of  the  rookeries  on  which  Mr.  Tingl(»  relied  were  made 
with  a  common  roi)e,  by  gnorant  natives,  while  the  s»>als  were  absent 
from  the  ishuuls,  the  grounds  covered  by  them  being  designated  by  Mr. 
Tingle  from  memory.     Evei<  if  these  nu'asuren)ents  had  been  correct, 

,       whuih  was  impossible,  I  do  not  believe  it  is  possible  to 

wrtaiiiing  number  of  calculate  cvcu  .ipproxiniatcly  the  numl>e;  of  seals  ii]>on 
SB"'"-  the  rookeries,   beciujse  of  the  b'.oken    nature  of  t';e 

gnmnd  and  the  irregular  outlines  of  the  'uuMMling  grounds.     While  I 

Driving  and  over  ^^'^1*^  «•"  thc  ishiuds  1  attended  nearly  every  "diive"  of 
•iHving.  the  bachelor  seals  from  the  liauling  grotinds  to  the 

killing  gnmnds,  and  the.  e  "drives"  were  conducted  by  the  natives 
with  great  care,  and  no  seals  were  killed  by  overdriving,  plenty  of  tinui 
being  always  given  them  to  rest  and  co(d  ort".  A  few  were  smothered 
by  the  seals  clind)ing  over  each  other  when  wet,  but  the  number  was 
very  inconsiderable,  being  a  fraction  of  1  per  cent  of  those  driven,  an<l 
did  not  to  any  extent  atfect  the  seal  life  on  the  islainls.  The  greatest 
care  was  always  taken  to  avoid  overdriving  both  by  the  Goverunient 
olticers  and  em])loyds  of  the  lessees. 

During  ray  experience  (and  I  was  on  the  killing  ground  at  every 
killing  that  took  plac-e  while  1  was  on  the  islands)  I  never  saw  a  male 
seal  which  had  been  injured  by  being  redriven  several  times  from  the 
same  hauling  ground.     I  am  convinced  that  while  1  was  there  there 

virility  of  seals  not  ^^^  "^*  ^  single  casc  iu  wliich  the  virility  of  a  lualc 
impaired  hydriving,  Seal  was  destroyed  or  impaired  in  the  slightest  degree 
"'"■  by  driving,  redriving,  or  overdriving,  and  I  took  par- 

ticular notice  of  the  condition  of  the  males  during  each  <lrive.  The 
nmles  old  enough  for  service  on  the  breeding  grounds  were  always 
allowed  to  return  to  the  hauling  grountl  from  a  "drive,"  and  I  am 
satistted  a  sutticient  number  of  nudes  was  always  reserved  for  future 
breeding  purposes.  A  suggestion  was  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  the  fall  of  188.5  that  some  old  bulls  should  hv  killed,  but 

,.  ..    the  Secretary  declined  to  permit  such  aninnds  to  be 

destroyed.     I  am  convinced  that  the  decrease  in  the 

rookeries  was  caused  entirely  by  open-sea  sealing.     As  T  was  not  i)res- 

,.    ,  ent  on  the  islands  in  the  fall  of  lSS-».  I  am  unable  to 

Dead  ]iuii8.  ,  .     .  ^  -        ,1  1  .•     .        1 

nuike  a  statenu'iit  as  to  the  number  oi  dead  pups  on 
the  rookeries  in  that  year,  but  in  lS8(i  I  saw  a  large  number  of  dead 
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pups  lyinff  about.  Tln'se  pups  were  ve^y  much  ema(!iatod,  aurt  cvideutly 
had  been  starved  to  death,  I  account  for  this  by  the  killiiif;  of  the 
mothers  by  open-sea  seah'rs  before  the  pui)s  were  weaned,  and  because 
a  motlier  will  not  suckle  any  puj)  excei>t  her  own. 

In  1887  the  number  of  dead  pups  was  much  Uirger  than  in  18SG.  In 
1888  tlicre  was  a  less  numVier  than  in  1887,  or  in  1889,  owing,  as  1  be- 
lieve, to  a  decrease  of  seals  killed  in  Hering  Sea  that  year;  but  in  1881) 
the  increase  again  showed  itself.  I  believe  the  number  of  dead  pups 
increased  in  about  the  same  ratio  as  the  number  of  seals  taken  in  Ber- 
ing Sea  by  jtelagic  sealers.  While  I  was  on  the  island 
there  were  not  more  than  three  or  four  raids  on  the 
rookeries  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  think  that  the  destruction  to  seal 
life  by  raiding  rookeries  is  a  small  part  of  1  per  cent  as  (;r.atniii.j..rit.vkiii.Mi 
compared  witli  the  numbers  taken  by  killing  in  the  »tH<aivmiiii.»,aKn.at 

,  '  «         ii  !■      i.  •  i-  •li  1      part    ot    wliirli     am 

water.     A notlier  fact  m  connection  with  open-sea  seal-  Jingiiaiit  or  ninNiii); 
ing  is  that   the  great  majority  of  seals  killed  are  fe-   '""* 
males,  and  that  a  great  part  of  the  females  are  pregnant,  or  in  milk. 
The  milkii  g  females  are  most  all  killed  while  visiting  the  teeding 
grounds,  which  are  distant  1(1  or  (>()  miles,  or  even  far- 
ther, from  the  islands.    The  female  necessarily  feeds  so 
she  can  supply  nourishment  for  her  young,  while  the  males  during  the 
summer  seldom  leave  the  islands.    This  accounts  for 
the  large  number  of  females  killed  in  Bering  Sea.    In  Kentt'iT/' ih":."'^"' 
July,  1887,  I   captured  the  ])oaching  schooner  Anyel 
Polly  while  she  was  hovering  about  the  islands.    I  examined  the  seal 
skins  she  had  on  board,  and  about  80  per  cent  were 
skins  of  females.    In  1888  oi  1889  I  examine<l  something 
like  rj,(MM)  skins  at   IJnalaska  which  had  been  taken 
from  schoom'rs  engage.t  in  pelagic  sealing  in  Bering 
Sea,  and  at  least  89  to  85  per  cent  were  skins  of  fe- 
males. 

I  have  conversed  with  the  captains  of  several  marauding  schooners, 
and  others  who  were  employed  in  pelagh-  sealing  have  informed  me 
that  they  usually  use  riHes  in  shooting  seals  in  the 
water.    Some,  howevei-,  use  shotguns,  but  to  no  gi-eat  p,,iilf,li;.''""fii,"''''''  '" 
extent.     From  these  conversations  I   should  judge 
they  did  not  secure  more  than  oiu'  half  of  the  seals  killed;  and  this,  I 
think,  is  a  large  estimate  of  the  number  si'cured.     1  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  Tribilof  Kcal  herd  should  be  piotected  both  in 
Bering  Sea  and  the  >'(?rth  I'acilic  Ocean.     If  an  imag-   gj";"*''' """  "•"'"" 
inary  lin«'  were  drawn  about  the  islands,  ^9  or  49  miles  ''"'^*" 
iUstant  therefrom,  within  which  sealing  would  be  jnohibited,  this  would 
be  little  protection  to  seal  life,  for  all  the  poachers 
whom  I  inteiviewed  acknowledged  that  they  could  get  ^utifX  ,n"lrtioiT'' 
more  seals  in  the  water  near  the  fishing  banks.  .{9,     "   '    "'"'"'■'' 
4(),  or  more  miles  from  the  islands,  than  in  the  immediate   vicinity 
tlieieof,  and  the  lumters  on  the  schooners  always  complained  if  they 
got  much  nearer  than  49  miles  of  the  islands,     i  am  certain  that  eveli 
if  sealing  were  prohibited  entiiely  upon  the  islands  the  seal  heid  would 
in  a  short  time  be  ext  rminated  by  pelagic  s«'aling,  if  permitted,  because 
the  females,  that  is,  the  producers,  are  the  seals  principally  killed  by 
open-sea  sealing. 

Abial  I'.  Loud. 

Subscribed  ami  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  this  loth  day  of  April,  1892. 

[1"  S'l  ClIAS.   L.    FTlTCJHKS, 

A'otary  l*ubHc. 


Kijflity  iM'i'  ffiit  of 
skiiiH  on  l>oaril  t'c- 
iiialos. 

l>ui'criita;;i'oii  hoard 
utiior  |iou('liiir.s. 
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Deposition  of  R.  JT.  McTntyn;  Trcmun/  nf/ciit,  and siipenHteiulent  for  the 

Icusees  of  the  PribHof  Islands. 
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District  of  Columbia, 
City  of  Washington,  ss  : 

H.  H.  Mcliityre,  of  Randolph,  Orange  County,  Vt ,  on  boinj;  duly 
sworn,  deposes  ami  says,  concerniu};;  the  fur  seals  of  Alaska,  and  mat- 
ters relative  thereto,  as  follows:  I  am  a  native  of  Vernumt,  48  years 
old,  Commissioner  from  Vermont  to  the  World's  Co- 

xpenence.  lumbiau  Exjjositiou  of  181)3,  etc.     In  the  years  1868 

and  1869  I  was  special  United  States  Treasury  agent,  assigned  to  duty 
in  Alaska,  and  fr(>m  1870  to  1881),  inclusive,  superintendent  of  the  seal 
fisheries  of  Alaska  for  the  lessees.  I  spent  ten  months  as  special 
Treasury  agent  from  November,  1808,  to  August,  18(51),  in  inquiry  con- 
cerning the  fur-seal  fisheries  then  recently  acquired  from  Russia,  with 
a  view  to  advising  the  Uovernment  of  the  United  States  what  dispo- 
sition should  be  made  of  them,  and  to  this  end  visited  all  the  princii)al 
poiuts  along  the  m)rthwest  coast  of  the  American  continent  from  Van- 
couver's Island  to  the  most  westerly  isl  ind  of  the  Aleutian  Archipel- 
ago, the  Pribilof  group,  and  points  along  the  Hering  Sea  coast. 

As  superintendent  of  the  seal  fisheries  I  visited  the  seal  islands  twice 
in  the  summer  of  1870;  remained  constantly  thereon  fnmi  Ai)ril,  1871, 
until  September,  1872,  and  thereafter  went  to  the  islands  every  summer 
from  1873  until  1881),  inclusive,  excepting  188;{,  1884,  and  1885.  1  usu- 
ally remained  on  the  islands  about  four  months,  from  May  until  August, 
in  each  season,  supervising  the  annual  seal  catch,  examining  the  condi- 
tions of  seal  life,  studying  the  habits  of  the  seals,  and,  in  brief,  doing 
such  work  as  the  interests  of  the  lessees  secMiied  to  demand.  I  also 
went  twice  to  L(mdon,  first  in  1872  and  again  in  1880,  to  attend  the  fur- 
seal  traile  sales  with  a  view  to  becoming  more  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  demands  of  the  sealskin  nuirket.  My  duties  as  siwAi  special 
Treasury  agent  find  superintendent  <lemanded  and  received  my  atten- 
tion to  every  detail  of  seal  life  and  its  relation  to  commerce.  In  the  exe- 
cution of  these  duties  I  was  constantly  aided  by  able,  intelligent  assist- 
ants and  native  seal  hunters,  whose  <laily  observations  and  reports  w(ue 
from  time  to  time  (;ommunicated  to  me. 

Based  upon  my  own  observation  and  experience,  and  corroborated 
by  those  of  my  assistants  and  hunters,  I  deduce  the  following  facts  in 
regard  to  the  habits  of  the  seals : 

The  Alaska  fur-seals  breed  only  on  the  islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St. 

Alaskan  fuMeai  ^'eorgc?  f>ftli6 P^i^'l'^^gi'oup  iu  Bering  Sca.  They  have 
iiroeds  only  ou'^i'ribi-  bccu  uusuccessfully  Searched  for  at  every  other  point 
lof  isiaudB.  along  the  coast.    In  1872  Captain  Archimandritoff  spent 

the  greater  part  of  the  summer  in  a  schooner  looking  for  a  reef  or  island 
alleged  to  lie  to  the  southward  of  Ounalaska.  His  cruise  was  fruit- 
less, not  only  at  this  point,  but  at  several  others  where  he  was  led  by 
some  legendary  tale  or  delusive  dream  to  expect  to  find 
seal  rookeries.  Since  that  <late  the  coast  has  been  ex- 
plored at  every  point,  and  it  may  be  safely  stated  as  a 
fact  that  no  other  rookeries  exist  on  the  northwest  coast  of  the  North 
American  continent  or  the  islands  adjacent  thereto. 

The  seals  are  migisitory  aiul  return,  as  1  belit^ve,  after  migration  to 

the  vicinity  and  probably  to  the  grouiul  or  rookery  on 

gratory.  which  they  were  horn.     I  have  in  s«iveral  cases  seen  a 

certain  seal  with  his  harem  during  a  number  of  consecutive  seasons  iu 


Vain    genrcli 
thoni  elsuwIiLTo. 
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the  saino  spot.  Tlit'j  are  attractod  to  the  islands  in  preference  to  other 
j)hu'es  by  (•los«'ly  defined  h«'reditary  habits  of  migration,  whi<*h  take 
them  from  and  to  tlieir  breedinj;  places  with  constant  reiu'nlarity,  varied 
only  within  the  limit  of  a  very  few  days  by  meteorolofiical  conditions. 
The  isolation  and  climate  no  doubt  first  induced  their  habitat  upon 
these  islands.  If  tliere  has  been  any  authentic  observati<ni  of  the 
birth  of  seals  at  other  points  on  the  nortiiwest  <'oast  of  Nortli  America, 
which  I  very  much  doubt,  the  case  was  anomahms  and  aciidental.  No 
doubt  the  youn^i'  are  occasionally  aborted,  out  of  season  and  out  of 
l)lace,  and  such  birtii  may,  perhaps,  have  been  witnessed,  but  ^-hould 
not  form  the  basis  for  any  valuable  deduction  in  locating  the  home  of 
the  animals. 

Tlu^  young  seals,  calle<l  ''pui)s,"  are  born  in  June  and  .Tidy  upon  the 
grounds  on  these  islands  known  as  "breeding  rook- 
(!ries.'*    They  are  at  birth  very  clumsy  an»l  helpless,       "*"* 
possessing  little  ability  to  move  about  on  land;  and  if  Imu-u  in  the 
water,  or  swept  from  tlie  shore  soon  after  the  birth,  as  1  have  several 
times  witnessed,  by  the  otitgoing  surf  of  heavy  seas,  perish  from  in- 
ability to  swim.    At  this  time  they  are  simply  land 
animals,  with  less  acpiatic  instinct  and  less  ability  to      ' '""''"  *"""""• 
sustain  theuiselves  in  water  than  newly  hatched  ducklings.     When  the 
pu]>s  are  a  few  days  old  the  mothers  leave  them  (generally  soon  after 
c<atnsui»on  the  rookeries  with  the  old  male)  to  go  to  tiie  feeding  grounds, 
returningat  intervals  <»f  one  to  three  or  four  days  to  suckle  their  young. 
The  pu]>s  do  not  appear  to  recognize  their  own  dams, 
but  the  motlier  distinguishes  her  own  offspring  witii  i,vuTin..Th..r''''''''''^ 
unerring  ac<'nracy,  and  alhnvs  no  other  to  draw  her 
milk.    The  i>ups  remain  nj)on  the  rookeries  at  or  near  the  place  where 
tlu'y  are  born  until  about  five  or  six  weeks  old,  when 
they  congregate  in   groups  or  "pods,'' and  abcmt  the       '""'"«• 
same  time  begin  to  make  excursions  down  to,  and,  after  considerable 
hesitation  and  repeatedtrials  and  tlounderings.ont  into      .... 
the  water,  wliere  they  become,  within  a  few  days,  expert 
swinnners.    From  this  time,  say  about  the  lOth  of  August,  until  the 
latter  ]>art  of  October  or  Noveml)er,  tlie  young  seals  n'main  alternately 
ni)on  the  land  and  in  the  water,  as  their  comfort  nuiy  dictate.    They  an' 
greatly  intluenced  in  this  respect  by  the  weather;  very  calm,  pleasant 
days,  as  well  as  particularly  rainy  ones    inducing  them  to  renniin  in 
the  wafer,  wliile  during  violent  stcunis  and  heavy  surf  nearly  all  are 
found  vipon  sIkm-c.     Jlut  during  this  whole  period,  after  they  have  ac- 
•piired  the  ability  to  swim,  they  remain  the  majcupart  of  the  time  upon 
land.    It  should  be  particularly  noted  that  they  are  not  amphiitious 
until  seveial  weeks  old. 

Early  in  November,  «'onvoyed  by  the  older  seals,  the  pups  leave  the 
island  and  gottt  thesouthwanl,  apparently  moved  theie 
to  not  only  by  migratory  instincts,  but  because  tiui  «■■""""• 
weather  at  the  islan<ls  at  this  time  becomes  unendurably  severe  for  them, 
and  perhaps  for  the  further  r«'ason  that  a  suflieient  food  supply  for  all 
can  not  be  found  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  islands,  lint  theinf«'r- 
ence  is  reasonable  that  they  pn'fer  to  stay  upon  or  near  the  islands  at 
thistime,  from  the  fact  that  as  longas  the  weather  is  comfortable  the  pups 

*  3  found  there  in 
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and  even  after  snow  falls,  and  seven- weather  has  been  re<'orded,  the 
nonbreeding  males,   upon   the   recurrence  of  milder 
weather, again  n-stnt  to  land,  and  have,  within  the  wi.^'X." 
time  of  my  connection  with  the  business,  been  repeatedly  •'  <"  """t"'  '"'"i- 
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captured  upon  the  islands  in  considerable  numbers  in  December  and 
January.  With()ut  the  data  at  hand  from  whicli  to  absolutely  verity 
uiy  statement,  I  think  I  am  correct  in  sayinji' tliat  tliis  class  of  animals 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  tluj  islands  tlirouji'hout  thi-ee  of  tlie  twenty 
years  from  1870  to  1890  and  nuire  or  less  of  tliem  were  kille«l  on  shore 
in  every  month. 

1  believe  all  classes  of  seals  would  remain  constantly  about  the 

islands  if  conditions  of  climate  and  food  sui>i)Iy  were  favorable  to  their 

doing'  so.    The  fact  renmins,  however,  tliat  tlie  great  mass  of  the]Hi|>s 

mij^rate  with  their  ehlers  down  through  the  passes  !«'- 

ouraco  imsrii  on.  j.^^.^.^^  ^^^^,  [f^]^^^^^\!f^  ^^^•  ii^q  Aleutian  Aicliiix'higo  into  tlie 

North  Pacific,  and  are  found  at  any  tiuu^  during  the  winter  months 
east  of  longitude  170°  west  and  north  »>f  hititude  85°  north.  Toward 
si)ring  they  appear  in  increasing  numbers  off  the  C()a8ts  of  California, 
Oregon,  and  Washington,  and  as  the  season  advances  still  further 
north  along  the  British  Columbia  and  Alaska  coasts  in  March  and 
Ai)ril;  tlien<*e  west<'rly  in  May  and  June  and  July  until  they  reapjM'ar 
in  Bering  Sea.  The  course  i)ursued  by  the  seals  in  their  migration  is, 
to  some  extent,  a  matter  of  conjecture,  and  the  knowledge  up«)n  which 
evidence  is  given  concerning  it  can  not  of  course  be  based  ui)on  actual 
personal  c«)gnizance  by  any  one  man  of  all  the  facts  from  which  the 
conclusion  is  reached;  but  it  is,  nevertheless,  I  have  no  doubt,  as  a(!- 
curately  stated  in  this  paragi'aph  as  is  warranted  by  any  series  of  ob- 
servations. 
The  pups  which  I  have  so  far  followed  in  their  first  migratory  round, 
now  appear  as  "yearlings."  They  spend  perhaps  the 
e«r  iiiK».  greater  portion  of  their  time,  the  second  summer,  in  the 

water,  until  the  latter  part  of  August  and  September,  when  they  come 
upon  the  land,  both  sexes  herding  together  indiscrim- 
inately.   They  are  not  at  this  time,  nor  are  their  elders, 
particularly  timid.     Upon  the  near  api)roach  of  a  human  form  they 
start  towards  the  water,  but  generally  stop  and  look  alxmt  them,  un- 
less closely  followed,  without  any  indication  of  fear,  find  leisurely  p.roc^eed 
to  the  beach,  or  again  lie  down  upon  the  sand  or  ro<'ks.    The  same 
denieanor  in  the  water,  when  .about  the  islands,  as  they  calmly  tloat 
upon  the  surface  until  a  boat  is  almost  upon  them  before  they  awaken 
to  any  sense  of  danger,  seems  t<j  indicate  that  they  feel  at  home  on  and 
about  the  islands. 
They  again  migrate  southward  for  the  second  time,  upon  the  ap]>roach 
8„««„^  mi„...ft .      of  cold  weather,  going  a  little  earlier  than  in  the  ine- 

nonona  migration.  ,.  '.".,*  -i  ■.         .  ,     '. , 

ceding  year,  make  the  same  round,  and  return  to  the 
islands  as  "two  year  olds"  in  June  or  July.  Now  the  sexes  separate, 
the  females  going  iipon  the  breeding  grounds,  where  they  are  fertilized 
before  the  old  nuile  leaves  the  island  in  August.    It  has  been  said  that 

copulation  also  takes  place  in  the  water  between  these 
*"  y<mng  females  and  the  so-called  "nonbreeding  males," 

but  with  the  closest  scrutiny  of  the  animals  when  both 
sexes  were  swimnnng  and  playing  together  under  conditions  the  most 
favorable  in  \\  hich  they  are  ever  found  for  observation,  1  have  been 
unable  to  verify  the  truth  of  this  assertion.  After  coitus  on  shore,  the 
young  female  goes  ott'  to  the  feeding  grounds,  or  remains  on  or  about 
the  beaches,  disporting  on  the  land  or  in  the  watei',  as  her  inclination 
may  lead  her.  The  male  of  the  same  age  goes  upon  the  "hauling 
y  ,  ^  .  grounds"  b.ack  of  or  beside  the  rookeries,  where  he  re- 
nggroun  8.  j,mj„g  ^],g  greater  i)art  of  the  time,  if  unmolested,  until 
nearly  the  date  of  his  next  migration.    Uere  he  has  only  the  native 
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isliuuler's  club  to  tear,  which,  in  the  best  in  jiests  of  coinnu'rcc,  shouhl 
not  be  used  on  him  until  the  following;  year. 

After  the  third  migration  the  female  returns  to  the  breeding  grounds 
to  be  delivered  of  her  first  pup,  and  the  male  comes 
again  t(.  the  hauling  grounds,  but,  as  a  whole,  eousid-  hl'';iM\nJ?;;\m,"'"''' 
erably  eailier  than  he  did  when  2  years  old.  Here  he 
remains  ])ietty  «M>iistantly,  if  he  escapes  the  club,  until  the  beginning 
of  the  rutting  season,  when  his  instin«'ts  lead  him  to  stay  much  of  the 
time  in  tin"  water  ad.ja<'ent  to  the  breeding  grounds  through  wiiich  the 
females  are  i»assing  fron»  ami  to  the  rookeries,  or  when  aUowed  by  the 
older  non-breeders,  to  coquette  with  the  fi'males  upon  the  beach  stones 
awash  at  the  edge  of  the  water. 

The  fouith  and  lifth  migrations  aie  about  the  same  as  the  third. 
The  female  has  already  become  a  yearly  producer  of  a 
single  offspring,  and  tiienonpioducing  male  is,  in  each  ,„'||!"."t'iViliH"''''  ""*' 
of  the  fourth  and  fifth  years  respectively,  conti'ibuting 
a  decreasing  number  of  skins  for  market,  and  gaining  size  and  strength 
to  eind)le  him,  when  (!  or  7  years  «)ld,  to  usurp  the  authority  and  Juris- 
diction of  some  old  nude  whose  days  of  usefulness  are  numbeied.  This 
change  is  not  eif»'(;ted  without  sanguinary  contlicts. 

The  food  of  the  fur  s<'al  1  believe  to  consist  maiidy  of  fish,  and  prob- 
ably chierty,  while  in  IW'ring  Sea,  at  least,  of  codtish, 
the  partially  digested  viatebrse  of  this  si)ecies  having 
l»een  found  in  tlie  stomachs  of  slaughtered  aninmls  more  frequently 
than  any  other  food.  Sijuid  and  crustaceans  have  also  been  found  in 
some  instances,  but  the  supply  of  these  is  c()mparatively  limited,  while 
it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  waters  of  Bering  Sea  at  nearly  all 
points,  and  i)articularly  in  that  zone,  from  20  to  GO  miles  south  of 
the  Pribilof  group  abound  in  cod.  The  presumption  is  well  grounded 
that  the  old  mah',  at  least,  makes  good  use  of  his  oppor- 
tunity  in  the  of!"  season,  for  he  leaves  the  islands  in  "  "  '*"  '"^ 
August,  after  an  absolute  fast  of  three  to  four  months,  very  lank  ami 
lean,  and  again  takes  his  place  upon  the  bree<ling  groumls  in  Ajnil  or 
May  well  rounde«l  out  witli  a  thick  envelope  of  blubber. 

In  regard  to  the  material  facts  here  recited,  there  is,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  no  ctmtroversy.  All  who  have  studied  tlie  matter  with  any  care, 
and  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  considerati()n,  including  many  whose 
testimony  Inus  not  been  and  can  not  now  be  recorded,  agree  tt)  all  the 
substantial  facts  as  I  have  herein  written  them. 

U.  II.  McIntvue. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  befine  me  this  .'ilst  day  of  March,  l.SOJ. 

[SEAL.J  SEVELLON  A.  UHOWN, 

Notary  Viihlic  in  and  for  the  Dhtrict  of  Columbia,  U.  IS.  A. 


FixmI. 


Deposition  of  H.  H.  McTntfirc,  Treasury  (((fcnt,  and  superintendent  for 
the  lessees  of  the  Pribilof  Islands. 
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District  of  Coh^mbia, 

City  of  Washiuffton,  ss : 

,  H.  II.  Mclntyre,  of  Randolph,  Orange  County,  Vt.,  <mi  being  duly 

sworn,  ileposes  and  says,  (;oncerning  the  fur  s<'als  of     „ 

Alaska  and  matters  relative  liiereto,  as  follows:   lam 

a  native  of  Vermont,  48  years  old,  commissioner  from  Vermont  to  the 
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World's  Columbian  Exposition  of  1803,  etc.  In  tlie  years  1868  and 
1869  I  was  special  United  States  Treasury  agent,  assigned  to  duty  in 
Alaska,  and  from  1870  to  188!),  inclusive,  superintendent  of  the  seal 
fisheries  of  Alaska  for  the  lessees. 

As  superintendent  of  the  seal  fisheries  I  visited  the  seal  islands 
twice  in  the  sunnner  of  IS'O,  remained  constantly  thereon  from  April, 
1871,  until  September,  1872,  and  thereafter  went  to  the  islands  every 
summer  from  1873  until  188U,  inclusive,  excepting  188.'i,  1884,  and  1885. 
I  usually  renndned  on  the  islands  about  four  months,  from  May  until 
August,  in  each  season,  supervising  the  annual  seal  catch,  examining 
the  conditions  of  seal  life,  studying  tiie  habits  of  the  seals,  and,  iu 
brief,  «loing  such  work  as  the  interests  of  the  lessees  seemed  to  demand. 

That  while  located  on  the  Fribilof  Islands  1  was  the  greater  part  of 
that  period  upon  the  island  of  St.  Paul;  that  during  the  twenty-one 
years  ui)on  the  islands  I  examined  at  frequent  intervals  of  time  the 
breeding  rookeries  on  said  island  of  St.  I'aul,  and  now  recollect  the 
condition  of  said  rookeries  and  the  approxinnite  area  which  each  of 
them  covered  at  different  times  during  my  experience  on  said  islands; 
,...,,     that  I  have  iuilicated  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  the 

Him    indicHtt'il    by  ,  ,  ,  •  i  i        •         •      xi  t  cf,^  i 

iiii.»«n< Inula  liiniiH  gnmuils  covcrcd  by  said  rookeries  in  the  year  18*0  by 
<.iim>keiie*iui«7oumi  .^  J.^^^\  ij,,^^  ji,,,!  tjjg  grounds  so  covered  in  the  year  1882 

by  a  blue  line,  on  the  exhibits  signed  by  me  and  marked 
exhibits  A,  IJ,  C,  J),  E,  F,  and  G.    That  the  gnmnds  indicated  by  said 
lines  are  practically  correct  and  represent  ai)proximateIy  the  areas  cov- 
ered by  breeding  seals  on  said  rookeries  in  said  years  of  1870  and  1882. 
1  further  depose  and  say  1  have  examined  the  charts  of  said  St.  Paul 

Islaml,  made,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe,  by  J. 
y,y'A^<ty^^Zt».   Stanley  Brown;  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the 

spaces  represented  on  said  charts,  as  grounds  over 
which  the  bachelor  seals  have  hauled  at  various  times  during  my  ex- 
perience, are  practically  correct. 

H.  H.  McIntyre. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  31st  day  of  March,  1892. 

[SHAL.]  SeVHLLON   a.  llUOWN, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  IHstrivt  of  Columbia,  if.  S.  A. 


Deposition  of  11.  11 .  McIntyre,  Treasury  a (jent^  and  superintendent  for  the 

lessees  of  Pribilof  Islands. 
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DiSTUiCT  OF  Columbia, 

City  of  Washinytou,  ss  : 

H.  II.  McIntyre,  of  liandolph.  Orange  (Jounty,  Vt.,  on  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says,  concerning  the  fur-seals  of 

.xpeiieme.  Alaska  and  matters  relative  thereto,  as  follows:  I  am 

a  native  of  Vermont,  48  years  old,  commissioner  from  Vermont  to  the 
World's  Columbian  Expositi«m  of  1893,  etc.  In  the  years  18(58  and 
18(»9  1  was  special  United  States  Treasury  agent  assigned  to  duty  in 
Alaska,  ami  from  1870  to  1889,  inclusive,  superintendent  of  the  seal 
fisheries  of  Alaska  for  the  lessees. 

As  superintendent  of  tiie  seal  fislieries  I  visiti'd  the  seal  islands  twit'e 
in  the  summer  of  1870,  remained  constantly  thereon  from  April,  1871, 
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iintil  S»'|>t«'mbpr,  1.S72,  and  tlu'iciifter  went  to  tin'  isliiinlsovoiy  suinnuT 
from  187;{  until  ISSO,  inclusive,  cxcrptinj;  l.ss;;.  issi.antl  l.ss."i.  I  uHinilly 
remained  on  the  islands  about  four  months,  from  May  until  August,  in 
each  season,  sui)ervisin{j  the  annual  seal  catch,  examininj;  tlie  con- 
ditions of  seal  life,  studyiu};  the  habits  of  the  seals,  and,  in  l)rief,  doiii}^ 
such  work  as  the  interests  of  the  lessees  seemed  to  dt'mand. 

That  from  the  year  1870  there  was  an  expansion  of  the  areas  of  the 

breedinj;  grounds  and  that  in  the  year  1.S82  they  were  as      j^_  ^  ^^.  ,^^ , 

hirfje  as  at  any  time  durin}*'   my  ac(iuaintain*e  with  iiiK  m.mii.i  irom  ihtv 

them;    that  dnrinf;  the  three  years   followin-'-   ISS2,   »" ''*'^- 

namely,  1  S8;{,  1884,  and  188r»,  I  was  not  upon  the  islands;  that  ui>on  my 

return  to  said  islands  in  188(»  I  noticed  a  slijiht  shriid<aj;«'  in  tlu'  breed- 

iiif;  areas,  but  am  unalde  to  indicate  the  year  of  thc^ 

peii "dof  my  al»scnce  in  which  the  decrease  of  bri'ediuj; 

seals  bcfian;  that  from  the  year  1SS(5  to  1889,  inclusive,  my  observation 

was  continuous  and  that  there  was  a  {ireater  decrease  of  tlu-  seals  for 

ea»*h  succeediii};  year  of  that  i>eriod,  in  a  cumulative  ratio,  propoitionate 

to  tlu'  nund>er  of  seals  kille<l  by  ju'la^-ie  scalers. 

That  duriuf";  the  twenty  years  I  wasufon  said  Pribilof  Islands,  as 
;;eneral  ajjcnt  of  said  Alaska  Commercial  <  "lunpany  there  were  leserved 
upon  the  bi'cedinj-'  rookeries  n|>on  said  islands  sutlicient  vij>'orous  hulls 
to  serve  the  number  of  fenndes  ujMtn  said  rook«'ries;  that  \Nliile  I  was 
hx'ated  upon  said  islands  there  was  at  .ill  times  a  {greater  ninnbcr  of 
adult  male  seals  than  was  necessary  to  fertilize  the  fenndes  who  hauled 
ui)on  .said  rookeries  and  that  there  was  no  time  wlu'u 
there  were  not  vifiMuous  bulls  on  tlu'.  rookeries  who 
were  innd)le  to  obtain  female  con.sorts. 

So  well  was  this  necessity  for  rcst-rvinj;'  sunieient  mature  male  life 
reeoj,nuz<'d  that  when  in  1SS7,  1888,  and  1S.S9  the  deplete<l  rookei-ies 
(dc'ldeted  from  causes  that  will  be  explained  further  on)  would  not  fur- 
nish the  (luota  of  1(M>,0(H)  larjie  skins,  two  and  three  years  old  nnih^ 
seals  were  taken  to  make  up  the  (piota  in  preference  to  trem-hinj?  upon 
this  reserve  of  maturer  male  life. 

That  during  my  experience  1  have  watehe<l  irefidly  the.  drivinjj  of 
the  bachelors  from  the  haulinj;  jirounds  to  the  killiiiji'  ,,rivi„» 
{•rounds;  that  there  has  never  been  any  variatijui  in  tlu*  "^'"k- 
methods  of  drivin;;;  that  the  prevention  of  injury  to  the  seals  from 
driving"  was  kept  constantly  in  mind  and  the  greatest  care  exerci.sed 
that  no  such  injury  occurred;  that  thenund)erof  seals  kilh'd  by  overdriv- 
ing or  by  smothering  was  very  inconsiderable  at  all  times,  and  that  said 
seals  .so  killed  f;ould  not  make  any  ai>preciable  dirterence  in  the  num- 
bers of  seals  who  breed  and  haul  upon  the  said  islands;  that  up  to  1882 

there  was  no  ditticuity  in  procuring  the  reciuired  nnm-      „   „„,    ,.  , 
1        ,.,.,,,,         ,    "',,     ' , ,     ,  .,,r       ., ,    ',    ,  >o  iiiiiii'iiitv  111  pro- 

ber ot  kdlable  seals;  that  the  killing ot  bachel(nsuj)on   .iiiiiii;.|u..tii..i»kiiis 

remote  rookeries  such  as  Zapadnie  was  not  from  neces-  "i' '""***'-• 

sity  but  at  the  request  of  the  (lovernment  agents,  in  (uder  that  the 

number  tidceu  from  each  hauling  ground  might  be  equalized;  that  this 

did  not  involve  driving  long  distances,  for  a  salt  house  was  established 

at  Zapadnie,  and  the  skins  brought  awav  in  boats;  that 

after  the  year  187o  the  lessees  of  said  islands  supjilied  inarVrintfl.iuiii'i',"!;'! 

carts  for  the  transportation  of  skins  from  the  killing 

grounds  to  the  salt  houses  and  storehouses;  that  becau.se  of  the  facility 

for  carrying  the  skins,  killing  grounds  were  «'stablished  at  points  much 

nearer  the  hauling  grounds  than  ever  betbre,  and  friun  that  date  the 

seals  were  driven  much  shoiter  distances  to  the  killing  grounds;  that 

skins  were  so  transported  from   Polaviua  or  Ualfway  Point,  on  St. 
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J'aiil,  aiul  tVoiii  Zapadiiic,  on  St.  (It'orjy*',  upon  X\w  lta<ks  of  donkeys; 
that  there  were  no  <l«'strnctiv»'.  iigcnt'it's  at  work  upon  the  isliiiul  tliiit 
wouhl  not  have  left  the  rookeries  in  Itetter  condition  in  IH1M)  tliiin  they 
were  in  1870;  that  until  the  «'t1eets  of  the  true  aj^eiit  of  destruction 
be{;an  to  be  nninifest  there  was  an  ex«'ess  of  male  life  on  tiie  islands 
suttieient  to  permit  of  an  annual  catch  of  1<)0,()()0  Heals  for  an  iiidelinitt^ 
perio«l  without  Jeopardizing^:  the  rookeries;  tlnit  if  it  be  rcineinhcred 
that  the  seals  tak<!n  in  the  water  by  hunters  are  chietly  females,  that 
their  young  die  with  them  and  that  all  of  those  killed  are  not  secured, 
and  if  then  an  exainiiiatit)n  be  nmde  of  the  pelagic  skins  actually  sold 
during  the  past  twenty  years  the  real  source  of  tin'  depletion  of  the 
rookeries  will  be  found;  that  in  my  Judgment  such  de- 
p«Ug'i<f?eai'ing.*^"'  ''^  plctiou  was  caused  by  pelagic  sealing,  and  that  it  grew 
greater  from  year  to  year  as  the  number  of  8o-«allc(l 
poaching  schooners  increased;  and  that  its  effects  began  to  manifest 
themselves  about  18.S5  or  188G;  that  the  »lepleti(m  on  both  hauling 
and  breeding  grounds  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
r.,nMtte*.thf  luu'  *•'«  «"it<'l»  <»*"  ^I'i^l  pehigic  sealers  consists  of  at  least  S.'. 
jority  pifgiiant  or  per  ceiit  COWS ;  tluit  Said  COWS  wlicu  taken  iu  the  Ncu'tli 
uursiDK.  Pacific  are  in  the  majority  of  cases  with  pnps,  and  in 

Bering  Sea  are  so  called  milking  females;  that  whenever  a  milking 
cow  is  killed,  her  puj)  on  the  rookeries  dies  of  starvation.    In  sup- 
port of  this  fact  last  stated,  the  number  «»f  dead  imps 
during  the  last  four  years  1  Avas  upon  the  islands  in 
creased  annually;  that  the  effects  of  the  <*omparatively 
few  raids  upon  the  rookeries  themselves,  while  injuri- 
ous, be.ar  but  a  small  ratio  to  the  enormous  damage  done  by  the  pelagic 
hunting. 
That  those  in  charge  of  said  islands  did  not  when  said  decrease  on 
said  rookeries  commenced  know  conclusively  the  cause 
teS^foiio^'pookories™    thereof;  that  my  opinion  then  was  that  it  was  caused 
by  pelagic  sealing,  but  had  been  informed  and  bclit'vcd 
that  the  United  States  Govennnent  intended  to  seize  all  such  poaching 
vessels;  that  relying  upon  such  infornuition  1  authorized  the  taking  of 
seals  as  before;  that  such  protection  of  seal  life  was  not  fully  (-arried  out 
in  Bering  Sea  and  the  North  Pacific  by  reason  of  England's  interference, 
and  that  the  rookeries  were  thus  depleted. 

I  am  fully  convinced  from  my  knowledge  of  seal  nnitters  that  if  this 
.  ,  ,  ,    ,       indiscriminate  and  reckless  destruction  of  the  Pribilof 

riirpstriotiMt  iifliig-  111  i.-  -i  1  1  •      1.1  i.     • 

icmaiiiiitwiiitiestrov  scal  herd  coutmues  as  it  has  done  in  the  past  six  years 
tho  Alaska  herd.  '  in  Bering  Sea  aiid  the  North  PaciHc,  the  seals  will  be 
practically  exterminated  in  a  very  few  years,  even  if  the  United  States 
nov«'rnment  should  not  aHow  any  seals  to  b<'  taken  on  the  Pribilof 
Islands,  for  the  destruction  of  feinah's  in  the  water  has  reached  a  num- 
ber that  can  not  be  met  by  the  sinnual  increa.se. 

lu  my  judgment  the  seals  should  be  piote<'t«'d  in  Uering  Sea  and  tlu^ 
North  Pacific,  and  that  pelagic  sealing  siiould  be  en- 
tirely prohibited  in  the  said  waters.  ^V  zone  of  30 
miles  about  the  seal  islands  within  which  seal  hunt- 
ing would  be  prohibited  would  be  valueless  in  jsr  .-.erving  .seal  life; 
first,  because  Bering  Sea  during  the  time  the  .seals  are 
miios  tijere  jg  almost  constantly  enveloped  in  fogs  and  mist, 
under  cover  of  which  marauding  vessels  could  run  in 
very  near  to  the  islands  without  being  observed,  if  allowed  to  come  as 
near  as  30  miles  thereto;  .second,  because  for  over  30  miles  i'rom  said 
islands  great  (quantities  of  seals  are  found  coming  from  and  going  to  the 
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isliiiids  tVoiii  tlir  f«'('(liii;r  ;;r<»uiuls;  and  fiiitlu'r,  lie<'iuiso  sruls  foiiiMl  in 
the  uiit«  IS  fni'  (>()  to  KM)  iiiih's  about  saiil  islantis  are  niiicli  boMcr  and 
ras.v  of  a|»|»i<»inh  that  in  tin    open  sea,  tiironj-ii  tin'  pntxiniity  oftlu'ir 

island  ln>nn>. 

riiru'lor*',  in  my  jndfjnn'nt  sncli  a  .'MJ-rnilc  /ont'  would  Im' of  practi- 
cally no  us('  as  a  riiciins  of  protection  to  seal  life,  hecansj'  of  the  inipf)ssi- 
hility  to  enforce  sucli  a  law.  and  because  of  its  inelllciency  If  enforced. 

(Intorlincatious  herein  in  my  handwriting;  were  made  befcne  sij,'n- 

ii)R-) 

J  I.    U.   MclNTVUH. 

Subscribed  anil  sworn  to  before  me  this  .Ith  day  of  April,  I.SUli. 
[h.  a.]  Skvki-lon  a.  IJwown, 

yotiiry  Vublk  in  ami  for  the  District  of  Colnmltia,  U.  i;i.  A. 


J)q)osition  of  JI.  IF.  McTnti/rr,  Tnasiiri/  atjvut.  anil  Hupirintrnflcnt  for 
thv  IvusaH  of  the  I'rihilnf  Inhnnlx. 

MANAGEMENT   AND   PELAGIC  SEALING. 


State  of  Califounia, 

('if  If  anil  count  If  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Coin'i'rniny  the  seal  fisheries  of  Alaska  11.  11.  Alelntyrc,  of  West  Kan- 
dolph,Vt., <leposesan«l  says, (m oath:  .My  first  knowled;;eof  the  fur  seals 
of  Alaska  wasobtaine<l  when  I  went  to  that  Territory  in  IStiS,  as  special 
Treasury  agent,  underin.stru<'ti<»ns  from  the  honorablcSecretary,toreport 
what  aetion  was  luicessary  to  be  taken  by  the  (lovern- 
uu'nt  for  preservinj^  the  seal  rookeries  an»l  securinj;  a  '-"i""""'"- 
revenue  therefrom.  I  arrived  in  Sitka  in  Nov«'inber,  ISdS;  renniincd 
there  a  few  days  and  went  thence  to  Victoria,  IJritish  Columbia,  touch- 
ing at  all  principal  points  between  Sitka  ami  Victoria,  speinling  the 
entire  winter  of  1S(J8  ami  1S(>!>  among  the  Indians  and  fur  traders, 
learning  their  traditions  and  custon»s,  and  noting  their  j-atches  of  furs 
and  numner  of  doing  business.  It  came  to  my  knowledge  at  that  time 
that  a  considerable  number  of  fur  seals  were  being  killed  by  the  In- 
dians, nn>stly  by  the  use  of  si»ears,  in  the  waters  adjacent  to  Van- 
couver's and  Queen  Charlotte's  islands.  The  total 
catch  obtained  in  this  way  amounted  at  this  time,  as  I 
was  tohl  by  the  late  United  States  consul,  Francis,  to 
.'{,<MM>  to  5,(MM)  skins  per  annum.  The  consul  further  said  that  the  catcdi 
waschietly  females,  many  of  which  were  pregnant.  The  Iinlians  hunted 
from  dugout  canoes,  and  could  not  go  far  from  land.  In  the  spring  of 
18(59  1  Joined  the  United  States  re  tcnne  steanuM'  Lincoln,  wud  nnnlMthe 
summer's  cruise  in  her  of  about  four  months,  touching  at  numy  points 
along  the  Alaska  coast  between  Sitka  ami  the  most  westerly  island  of 
the  Aleutian  Archipelago,  visiting  the  L'ribilof  group  twice  during  the 
season. 

The  habits  of  the  seals  and  nmnner  of  driving  and  killing  them 
diuing  Russian  occui)ation  cf  the  islands,  and  in  1.SG8,  after  the  trans- 
fer of  Alaska  to  the  L'nited  States,  were  as  carefully  inquired  into  as 
the  limited  time  and  opportunity  wouhl  admit,  and  reported  to  the 
Treasury  Department  uinler  date  of  November  30,  18(»U  (House  Ex. 
Doe.  .'{0,  Forty-flrst  Congress,  second  sesssion).  This  ,^„ij„„„  p,,  ,„rt  to 
report,  together  with  that  of  S])ecial  Agent  Charles  TivJi'i"v''(iM''"viiicil 
liryaut,  formed  the  basis  (»f  subscjiuent  legislation  ^vjs'^baj'.',". 
providing  for  the  leasing  of  the  right  to  kill  100,000 
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seals  aiimiiilly  I'oi'  tlicir  skins,  TIm;  rf)Mnr  was,  in  thv  ;il»sriic«'  of  inure 
I'cliabh^  inlbrniation.  Iar;;('!y  i»ase<i  u^mi  tlio  tradiiioti-  and  opinions  of 
tlie  natives  and  tiiMlcrs.  to  wiiuni  tlie  inaniL^'ciiicii!  >t  tlir  sraU-iirs  was 
intrust('<l  by  tlu' Rnssian  l-'ur  < 'onipanN,  and  was  aln'r\vards  lonnd  to  Im', 
errotUMHis  in  many  partinilars.  lIiiMai  the  main  iwHoit.  iiowevcr,  that 
of  Hxin;i  1(M>,(MM)  seals  as  the  pioper  mirnlier  to  he  killed  annnaily,  we 
have  shown  l»y  tiie  experience  ol  many  xcars  to  luivc  been  <'orieel. 
^  ,  _  .  'I'liis  nnmber  was  easily  secured  every  year  from  IS71 
Hki'i'ir'.'iixiiv'"r«ki"ii  to  I.SS."),  and  at  tiie  >anie  rime  a  tonstant  increase  of 
(Voiii  i87ir..  IMH5.  the  seal  rookeries  was  <tl»served.  i  am  satislied  that 
Avith  fjood  mana;i'ement  n])on  tiie  isjaiiii^<.  and  the  c«'ssation  ol'  j.cla^iic 
sealinji',  this  number  could  liave  1)«^mi  sc<aired  aiiiiiiall.x  up  ro  tiiis 
time,  and  lor  an  iiidetinite  future.  The  total  nunioer  of  seals  was 
stated  in  that  report  to  lie ''not  less  than  l.(M»(MMK) 
^^^Ksim.ai..,i  srai  pop-  „j,„„  ^i,,.  ^„.j,  ishuids."  1  aiiisarisiied  that  thisesti- 
nuite  was  too  liifjh.  and  that  tlie  more  recent  estimates 
]iub1islied  in  the  reports  of  otlicers  of  tli»'  Treasury  Department  who 
iiave  been  at  ditlereiit  times  stationed  u)ion  tiic  isla.u»ls.  or  detailed  to 
report  upon  the  sealeries,  have  been  -itill  more  errorn'oiis  tluin  my  own. 
My  tiffures  weic^  made  witiiout  any  attempt  at  mati^einatical  (Muupnta- 
tion,  and  were  mere  {;uesses  at  the  i)ossible  iiiiiiii»ei  ot  seals  upon  the 
dilVerent  rookeries. 

INIy  sue<'«'ssors  {jave  att«'inpted  to  measure  the  yU:'oiind  occupied  iiy 
the  seals,  and  l)y  inultiplyin;;  the  iiuuil»cr  upon  a  yiveii  area  as  ascer- 
tained by  c<Miut,  by  tlu'  whole  area  of  the  rookeri»-s.  T.o  ai'rive  at  an 
approximation  to  the  total  number.  They  added  to  tlK*ir  computation 
a  lar;^'c  perceiitaye  to  cover  the  numl)er  supposed  to  Im*  in  the  water  at 
the  time,  but  did  not  subtract  for  the  iiiaccessilitir  fMrtions  ol  the 
^fi'ounds,  vast  tracts  of  which  are<overed  with  l»owld«fsa«d  lava  rocks, 
where  no  seals  could  lie,  or  skirted  wrrli  sK'clivities  they 
mminB\mp.iiaii.m*''  '•«»uld  uot  ascciid.  That  Is.  the  estiiua  -es  were  made 
troiii  measurements  necessarily  taken  alter  the  seals 
ha«l  iNfft  the  rn»M«^'ies,  and  soinetiiiM*s  weeks  or  monlihs  ..:i*'rward,  with 
«i«lkv' 1tkt»-feeolit-  -  Ml  of  the  {jfiound  tlieyltati  formerly  ot-t'inaed  to  <;uide 
thi  iWiwBiiver.  v  sections  were  includied  wliicn  had  he*-;!  but  thinly 

itH^ii.  if  ar  Jill.      An  attemiit  to  s#«Mir<'  ev«-n  an  ajiH»roxiiuativ«' 

well  be  r»v;'ai'<b'd  with  susjiicion.     Vet  their  habits 

lid  iinvaryinj;' that  it  is  an  «'asy  matter  i     (ietermine 

erher  they  increase  m  deer<>ase  from  yt-AV  to  y«'ar, 

.•  •anse  they  always  occupy  the  same  poiTkons  of  cei"- 

1.1111  iieaclies.  and  simph   expand  or  contract  riie  bouiid- 

•—    1-  they  liecome  tuore  or  less  numerous.     I    re- 

».  < '..  in    Novemoer.  IStill.  and  \\  a>   placed  in 

sprinji'  pe'-ainiiij{'  to 

'crctary  of  tie    Tieasuiy. 

'lal  an'cnt  ol    I'te  Alaska 

Aufjust,  when  trlw-  lease  of 

superinteiHh'nt  of  ,^eal 

tosition  until  rue  spring' 

f  Islands,  and  I'emaiiuMl 

SS;}.  1S.S4.  ami   l.S«."i.  and 
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!^-,}]y  .\r\iiu!»lty  tot  I  li-.-ir  sUian.  riu-  r»«pot  i  was.  in  lUi- nhHiMicv  nrini>i<» 
iiiiiil»U»  iiiioiiiii.lioii.  l:»r(.'«^ly  Idisetl  ut><»i!  thr  InKlitioiis  .lUtl  ojiinioiis  or' 
tiif  iiiitivi's  iiiMl  tiinN^rs.  to  w'li.mi  tlu',  iii;iiiii;;HiiH'iit  oDIio  .sciilti  i«vi  ua>. 
iiitnist«'*i  l)y  tiM' Russ'  ;ii  l''iir<  ■uto|i!iiiy.  immI  wih  iit't«'i  wui'ls  fuiiiid  lo  l><^ 
ciTtMK'oiis  in  many  intrririi'sus.  I'inki  i  Ih*  lUiUti  |)uiiii.  liit\v(Vt'r,  tii;it 
i»f  fixiiij.',-  !(K»,(KK>  s«'ii!s  ii.-v  tlic  |»i(»in'r  ruuiil>vf  ft.  Im-  ki]l.'<l  .iitii'i.'.lly.  wf 
!iji\  I'  stIt.'Wi!  it\,  tli»*  t'Njx'iMirK-c  of  iiiaiiN  y«'iu«  to  liavr  hroii  ('oncct. 
^.  This  ihiiiiIkt  Wiis  cikxily  s'Turcil  cvorv  \»*<ir  lioni  l^"!) 
rtkiii-.  tB»ii;.  rjiK.M  to  l»ii.  itfol  at  llu'  ■iiiifit'  tiiii'^  II  luitsr-.iii'  iiui-ciisc  ol 
fioiii  1871  1.1  iMr..  tli«-  ■**'al  iooK»Mi»'»<  Mas  ol.stM'V*'il.      I    am    <.it'stir<l   tluil 

with  ftooij  laanaift'iriciit  apoti  the  islatals.  and  Th«'  «'<*ssali<)ii  ul  ndajj-ir 
^caliny.  this  iitiialM-r  «'mii!(!  lia\*  Ihmmi  scrticid  aiimiiillx  iiji  to  tlii-; 
IMIK*,    ami   lor    mi   iiiiliMiiiit'     lutui'-.     'I'hr   total    m:aili"i'   <i{   <o;\\s  was 

statci!  in  rli:tt  iv])orl  t<,  lM'"iiot  h-s^  th;iii  l.(MMKOUl» 
J,;:"'' '''''''"'■     "!'<»'"    tlir    (WO   isiiUMi^"      i    aM.  .-atiMaMl   t!.:i'  Iliis.'Sii 

iuiil*'  was  too  lii;ili,  aiai  that  t' c  iiior<-  v»m  ciit  I'stiiiKiics 
|ial>li'ih«'(i  ill  thf  rt'iKJits  ol"  ntlicns  of  thf  Trrasiiiy  l>i'i>iiiiniciil  whn 
ha\i'  tt<<Mi  at  (iitirrt'iil  tinu's  .•statioiicd  iijioii  tlic  isl.uuls,  or  <|i'tail(Ml  to 
H'l>orl  i!|'«.i)  the  siMlci'ics,  havt-  bi-eii  still  irioi(>  I'lioiH'ons  than  iii,\  i»uii. 
My  tijruif.'^  w«'it'  iiiaiio  \vithtiut  any  .i<»ciiiitt  at  (iiatin'iir,i(iral  ••onijiiiiii- 
tioi!.  ami  wri'c  iiifu'  ^iii!ssi'>  at  th«'  possiltir  aniiiltci'  of  .seal>  iiijoti  tlie 
(litfcit  lit  i<».ili«'rics. 

My  •'tirirs.-Ki  s  lia  V «'  ati(Mii)>(<(l  'o  iiK'asUKr  thi'  moillid  occiipird  l)y 
tlir  .Mid.-,  ai'd  l»y  fiia!!ii»i.\  iiiu  tho  iMuiil,«'r  ii|Kiii  ,i  ^ivcn  an-a  a.s  a.«iici- 
laiiird  ly  coiini.  !>>  ilic  uhoh^  aii'.t  of  th*'  !oo)\ti  it's,  to  oiIm  ai  aa 
appioyiiiiatioii  to  thr  iot;ii  iiiifiihi'i.  Thi-y  added  lo  ilicir  n.tiipvitatioii 
:i  Iai'^«  |i('iiMita^«'  to  «-ov<'V  liir  mmiht'i'  n<iii|»('s,  <!  to  !>•'  in  (lif  wat<i  at 
du'  tini*',  lint  did  not  siilitrai-t  foi-  th«'  iiuo  •■'■>.'-i!>h'  portioii,s  ol  tin- 
jriHHinds,  \  a'^t  (facts  of  whicli  aic  <'o\rii-d  with  iiowldiM.'^  and  hi\a  locU.s, 

whcK'iH)  ,si^a!>  I'oidd  iii.  or  skirted  v^  ith  atvliv  itiev  tin  y 
nM!ti!!!:'|Mp'.i«ii..i'i!'''     ''oul*'.    Iii»t  a.src'id.      i'hat   i-*,  tin-   osliinates  wnc    ijiadt" 

tVotii  tin^asiiH'iiH'iiTs  iu'r«.>sanly  laUen  after  the  seals 
Inul  left  tlio  rookeries,  and  stanetinios  weeks  or  nionths  afterward,  with 
only  Hie  i>veolh'i-tiou  of  tin  ^roiihd  (hey  had  lorinei  ly  n.'-(ii|)iod  to  j^fiiidf 
the  ot»NM\  er.  Many  .sections  were  im  Indcd  wlucli  h.id  iieen  but  thinly 
Mopiilaled,  'f  at  all.  An  aiteinpt  lo  .secnre  wen  an  apfaoximafi\.' 
census  ol  M-als  iniy  wd!  he  repardi'tl  with  -iivpi^-ioii.  ^  et  then  halat.s 
liie  sv»  well  detiiied  and  iin\  ar.\  in;;;  "Init  it,  is  an  easy  matter  to  determine 
Hut  ,-B>\  ut  <ut.i  whetlu-r  they  increase  <a  <lecre:i.sc'  from  year  to  year, 
mill.  iii>  tmrdM.  iir  Ix-caiise  fhey  al  waAs  orr'Upy  tin  .same  port  ions  of  eer- 
'■    "■'""■•  fain  1m  aches,  and  <impl\  expaiul  or  con'r.ict  the  honnd- 

arit'S  of  (he  n»okt'rie.<  as  tliey  hecome  aioic  .tv  less  numerals.  "I  re- 
tutioMi  lo  \\'as|!in^ton.  I>.  ('.,  in  Noveiiilier,  1m;!i,  and  wi'i  [ilaecd  in 
charii'i*  iv|  \v<nk  during;  the  follfiwin;^  winter  and  sprin;:  pertainin;:'  to 
.M  t»ka  .V  >\  'lie  siidciios,  in  the  oith  e  of  the  Secri'taiy  of  (hf  rreasiiry. 
Su  'Uii*.  i  "WJt*,  I  accept'-d  (ln"  position  ot  general  nj^cir  ot  the  Ahnka 
romftnvt,'  ,*l  r<»iiipaTiy.  and  in  tlie  followinj:  .\ii;;ust.  when  the  lease  of 
the  viiiit'  f'l  'ake  sctilst  was  execnti'd,  I  hei  aiiie  .miiei  ilil*'iid»  id  of  .-ciil 
!|sIm  ri«  •-  t".  \]if  le.swees,  and  remained  in  this  position  iiidi!  the  spriiiy 
of  l.StK».  li  this  ('apaeity  F  vi>it«'«l  thei  l*riltilof  IslandN.  and  remained 
tlnire  ev^rs  si^aliii'^"  .•«ea.M»ii  except  those  of  l.ss:;.  issi,  .md  iSiSo  i.nd 
...      ,     . .  ,,,       \Mis  then- also  dniinu  the.  winlei  ot   |.*<71-"7'..',      In   kill 

my  seiils  tor  tlunr  skins,  the  methods  employed  by  tlni 
Rtt.s.Man  Fur  <Vi.a|)aiiy.  prior  to  Atnerican  occupation,  wmv  closely  fol 
>wed.  except  that  many  iiino\atiiui,s  and  !iiipro\  eiiieiit>  were  insliintcd 
.♦iul  ndop ted  after   the   tlrst   year  of  tiic   ha-c.      (he  woiK  was  chieHy 
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(lour  by  tlir  natives,  ciicli  ;>iii!j;  of  woikmcii  hciii};  li<  iuh-d,  as  niuler 
liussiiiii  custoiii,  h.v  ii  native  j-liief.  All  tliorMii-ilily  understood  the 
work,  havin;:  lu'en  i»r«'d  to  it  iVoni  lioyhood,  (Ireat  care  was  always 
exercised  in  approaeliin;;-  tin-  seiliiij;-  grounds  to  distnih  them  as  little 
as  possible.  On  some  <iceasions  a  con.>ideiable  number  ot  bulls,  in-arly 
lar.iie  enoujih  tor  rookeiy  seiviec,  iind  raicl.y  a  i»arren  cow.  were  un- 
avoidaidy  jiathered  up  irom  the  beach  an*l  stalled  iidand  with  the 
held,  'liie  <«reater  part  of  these,  at  lirst  opportunity,  weie  s<'jir«>jiated 
from  the  drove  and  seni  back  to  the  water.  The  drove  was  fre<iuently 
allowed  to  lest.  and  whenever  practi<'abh'  driven  throuj^h  some  of  the 
nnmer(»us  i)on<ls,  or  aeross  marslu's,  to  kei'p  them  cool,  (lenerally  the 
loss  of  lile  from  the  "drive"  was  very  small,  amountiui:-.  affei-  the  lirst 
two  or  three  years,  to  only  a  fractittn  of  1  per  cent  of  the  innnber 
killed.  And  nearly  all  tlia*  perisiied  on  ti;e  road  were  skinned.  an<l  the 
pelts  c<»unted  in  our  annual  (|Uota.  l'i>ou  reaching;'  tlu'  killinj;  j^round 
t  he  herd  was,  in  dry  weather,  placed  upon  moist  jironiul  and  allowed 
to  cool  olf. 

VSIien  killing,  if  flic  iierd  c(dlecte(l  u])on  the  slaujihter  yrourids  was 
of  consideral)le  size,  a  portion  of  it  was  sej;reyated  and   taken   to  the 
inunediale  vicinity  ot'  the  workmen,  the  remainder  ix'inj;'  left  at  rest. 
This  portion  was  a  ji'a  a  siilHli-ided  into  ''i.ods'"of  twenty-live  to  seven  ty- 
li\('  animals  and  driven  directly  to  the  killin.u-  jiauii',  ;i'eneially  compris- 
in;^  six  or  seven  men.  who  with  a   single  Idow  Un(»cked   senseless  such 
.seals  as  they   were  directed    by  tiie  •*lioss"'  to  kill,  and    tlie  remainin<; 
ones  were  drixcn  asi<le  and  allowed  to  timi  tliejr  way  back  to  the  water 
at  will,  which  tiiey  nsualy  did  shortly  after  bein;i'  set 
at  lilicrty.     ( )f  course  many  of  these  wtre  redriv  en.  and      iiidrivinK. 
som«'  of  them  several   times  duriuj;  the  season,  but  1 
believe  no  injury  resulted  to  them  from  this  proeess.     They  were  sub 
Jected  upon  the  drive  t<»  no  ;irt  ate/' exert  ion.  :nid  rarely  to  more  eruel 
treatment  in  any  way  than  we  liiiltitually  put  upon  our  lomestie  animals. 
The  only  noticeabh' etleet  upon  them   resnitinj;    from   the  "drive"  was 
sometimes  abraded  hind    llippers.  and  of  rcturse  tiie  siiius  t)\'  healthy 
fatijiue  naturally  following;  eontinued  exertion,  from  which  tiiey  quickly 
recovered.     The  loss  of  virility  and  destrmtion  oi'  reproductive  p(iw«'r 
in  the  ohh-r  males  U\  reason  of  re|U'ated  diainy  and 
otliei    hardships  to  whieli  the  yonn.u  animals  are  sub-  i„,,yji'','';J),"f^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
jected   iijion   the   islands,  exists,  if  at  all,  only   in   the 
imafjinatiou  uC  Iheoiists  win*  ha\'e  reported   upon  the  subject.     It  is 
arrant  uonsense.     Impotent  males  are  n«'ver  seen  then'  in  any  species 
until  they  have  liecome  so  l»y  nid  aj^e.      l-'cmalc  seals  were  very  rarely 
included  in  the  driven  herd,  and  lu'xcr  killed  except  b\  accident. 

In  1H71,  for  want  of  trained  assistants  the  majority  ot' the  seals  were 
killed  under  the  snperxision  of  initive  chiefs.  We  liad  n(»  teams,  ami 
were  poorly  supplied  with  Ixtats  an<l  other  facilities  for  transporting'  the 
skins  and  doinn'  the  work.  Salt  houses  M'^ere  inconveniently  located, 
and  the  Itusjuess  was  tiaiisacted  in  a  cru(t<'  way.  under  ii'r<'at  disad- 
vaidajics.  The  skins  ami  all  other  material  upon  the  islands  rccpiirin;;' 
to  be  tnoved  were  carried  ujton  the  backs  of  men,  a  wearisome  a;id  dis- 
af-i'eeable  task  after  a  da,\"N  work  on  the  killing  grounds.  The  msuIis 
weiv  unsatistactory.  The  catch  obtaiiu-d  under  the  direction  ol  flu' 
chiH'fs  com|»rised  mainly  small,  lij^lit  skins,  be(  ause  such  could  b\'  easiest 
secured  and  traiisporred.  The  work  |>ro}ii'essed  slowly,  as  it  had  always 
fornu'riy  «lone  under  Kussian  direction.  Less  than  two-thirds  of  tlie 
quota  ot  skins  were  obtained  in  diiiu'  and  .Inly.  I>uriii}''  Aujuust  we 
were  proiiibitetl  by  law  al  that  time  from  killing  seals.  Work  was 
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rcsniiK'd  at  a  lator  <lato,  and  fiiiislicd  sliortlylx'torc  tlie  seals  inij;'rat(',d, 
tliusk»'t'|>iii^-  tliciii  ill  a  stiitc  ol"  unrest  and  (■oiiiiiiotion  nearly  tin'  wliole 
siiiiiiiu'r.  I!ut  tlu^  eiistoiii  did  not  ditler  in  this  rcspectt  froui  that  pur- 
sued by  the  JJussiaiis,     In  1872,  and  ev«'ry  year  thereafter,  an  Aiiieri«'an 

"ii(»ss"  was  placed  at  tlieln'ad  of  every  ;;'aiijjj  of  natives, 
i.npn.v...i  m.n,.MiH.  ,„„.  t,„,is aiid  salt  housi's  Were  iiiiproveil,  supplies i.f  salt 
for  "keneliinjj"  skins  incn'ased,  and  the  seal  eat<'h  was  pushed  to  coin- 
]»letion  before  tin*  end  of  July.  Additional  salt  houses  were  ereett'il  in 
this  and  the  two  foUowiiij^'  years  eonti;;'uous  to  the  respeetive  rookeries, 
in  order  to  avoid  \o\iii  'Mliives'"  and  facilitate  tin;  work  of  the  men.  In 
1873  a  horse  ami  team  of  imiles  were  tak«'U  to  the  island  in  furtherance 
of  the  same  objcn-t,  ami  these  were  addeil  to  from  year  to  year,  and  suji- 
I)lenuMited  by  several  boats  and  a  steam  launch,  so  that  lonj;'  before  the 
expiration  of  the  lease,  the  labor  put  upon  both  seals  and  men  was  very 
greatly  i'«'duced.  Under  better  manajicnmnt,  the  (|uality  of  the  catch 
sent  to  market  constantly  iminove*!.  Tlu'  skins  avera^i'ed  larj^er  and 
more  uniform  in  size  than  had  ln'cn  formerly  secured. 

During  the  whole  period  of  seventeen  years  from    bS(»S  to  lSSr»,  no 
^  „      .    r  ..      «lifliculty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  the  full  (luota 
oi)taiiiea  from  i8««  to  ot   100,000  Well  Selected,  marketable   skins.     1  know 
^'"*^-  this  to  be  a  fact  during  all  these  years,  up  to  and  in- 

cluding 1S>S2,  from  personal  observation  and  e\periem;e  eontii".:ed  from 
day  to  day,  in  actively  managing  the  business,  and  am  assured  by  the 
daily  record  kept  by  my  assistants,  and  by  their  reports  to  me  from 
time  to  time,  that  they  were  e(iually  successful  in  seasonably  obtaining 
a  desirable  catch  from  ISSiJ  to  IS.S.1,  inclusive,  while  1  was  away  from 
the  islands.  The  work  was  not  completed  as  early  in  the  seasons  from 
1880  to  188.J  as  it  had  formerly  been.  This  was  eliietly  diu'  to  the  fireatei' 
cai"e  exercised  in  selecting  animals  to  be  kille<l.  In  order  that  the 
seh'ction  sh<nild  be  made  from  as  large  a  number  as  possible,  and  to  sat- 
isfy the  requirements  of  the  Treasury  agents  in  charge,  who  demanded 

that  all  the  rookeries  be  worked  in  regular  rotation, 
f.om*ri!!.'rook.'di«!''*"'  ^^■♦'  <'oninieneed  in  1879  or  1880  to  ''drive'' with  gresiter 

frequency  from  the  more  <listant  and  less  accessible 
grounds.  These  distant  animals  were  not,  however,  driv<'n  to  the  vil- 
lage killing  grounds,  as  has  been  rejin'sented,  but  were  slaughtered  as 
near  the  rookeries  as  seemed  prudent  with  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the 
breeding  seals,  and  the  skins  were  transported  in  wagons  or  boats  to 
the  salt  Innises.  With  this  exception,  there  was  no  change  in  the  man- 
ner of  conducting  the  business  from  1870  to  18,S0. 

In  188(J   1  again  assumed  persctnal  direction  «)f  the  work  upon  the 
islands,  and  continued  in  charge  up  to  and  including  1880.     And  now, 
,..«.    ,.  I    lo^n  .     fi'i'  the  Hrst  time  in  my  exiterience,  there  was  dilliculty 
8r.uie  tiie  proii.r   III  secuiing  sucli  skius  as  wcwaiited.     liie  trouble  was 
*'''"'"■  not  particularly  marked  in  1880,  but   increased  from 

year  to  year  tt»  an  alarming  extent,  until  in  1880,  in  order  to  secure  tiie 
full  quota  and  at  the  same  time  turn  back  to  the  rookeries  such  breed- 
ing bulls  as  tln'y  seeiiie<l  to  absohitely  need,  we  were  Ibrced  to  take 
fully  50  ])er  rent  of  animals  under  si/,e,  which  ought  to  have  been  al- 
lowed one  or  two  years  more  growth.  Concerning  this  inatt<'r  I  r<'])orted 
to  the  Alaska  Coinmercial  C(»mpany  under  date  of  fliily  1(),  1880,  as 

follows:  "The  contrasi  l)etween  the  pres(Mit  condition 
on%Bui,jM't'; ''■''*'''■''  of  seal  life,  and  that  of  thi'  tirst  decade  of  the  lease  is 

so  marked  thai  the  most  inexpert  can  not  fail  to  notice 
it.  Just  when  the  change  (unnnienced  I  am  unable,  from  pei>»oiial  ob- 
servation, to  say,  for  as  you  will  reiiiemlier  I  was  in  ill  In  alth  and  una 
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])1<'  to  visit  tin'  islands  in  1S8.'5,  1.SS4,  and  ISS,').  I  loft  tlic  rookorics  in 
ISSL'  ill  their  fnlicst  iin<l  best  cninlition,  and  tonnd  tiieiii  in  IS,S(J  already 
slidwin;;  sli^^lit  faliiMK  otV,  and  cxiierieiiccd  that  year  for  the  lirst  time 
some  diilicnlty  in  seciirinj;'  Just  the  class  of  animals  in  evi-ry  ease  that 
wv  desired.  We,  however,  olitaiiied  the  full  eah  in  that  and  the  two 
fnllowinj'' years,  liiiishinji' the  work  from  thel'ttli  o  tlu^  27th  of  -Inly 
luit  were  obliji'cd,  i)artieularly  in  ISSS,  to  eonteiit  oursj'lves  witli  smaller 
skins  than  we  had  heret(»fore  taken.  This  was  in  i»art  due  to  the  neces- 
sity of  turning:-  l»aek  to  the  rookeries  many  half-jirown  bulla,  owinj;  to 
the  notable  scar<*ity  of  i>reediiiji'  males.  I  should  have  been  ;ihul  to 
have  ordered  them  killed  instead,  but  under  your  iiistriK-tions  to  see 
that  the  Itest  interests  of  the.  ntokj'iies  were  eoiiserved,  thought  best  to 
reject  them.  The  result  of  killinj;'  fiom  year  to  year  a  lai^'e  and  iiiereas- 
inj>'  nuiidter  of  small  animals  is  very  appan'iit.  NVc  are  siiiii>ly  draw- 
iii;>'  in  advance  upon  the  stock  that  should  be  kei>t  over  for  another 
year's  {jrowtli." 

In  the  process  of  securing''  the  aTinnal  eateh  of  seals  for  their  skins, 
the  breedinj;  animals  w«'re  very  litth'  disturbed.  No  Distiitiianio  <>i  tii« 
(Uie  was  allowed  to  molest  them;  do<;s  were  banished  '■'"•k'liis. 
from  the  islands.  The  use  of  lirearms  was  forbidden.  The  rc'iiderinj^ 
of  oil  from  seal-blubl»er  was  stopped  after  the  second  year's  trial,  be- 
cause tlu"  smoke  ami  odor  seemed  to  distuib  the  rookeries  near  the  works, 
aixl  every  precaution  was  ado]>ted  which  j^dod  husbandry  <'0uld  sii^- 
jU'est  lor  the  perptttation  of  the  industry.  The  seals  wen*  apparently 
subject  to  no  diseases;  the  ])ups  were  always  fat  and  healthy,  and  dead 
ones  very  rarely  seen  on  or  about  the  i'o(»keries  prior  to  l.SSt.     LIpou 


Drail  pups. 


my  return  to  the  islands  in  ISSd,  I  was  told  by  my  as- 
sistants and  the  natives  that  a  very  larj^e  number  of 
pups  had  perished  the  precediuff  season,  a  part  of  them  (lyinin'  upon  the 
islands, and  others  beinj;  washed  ashor<',all  seeminj-to  hav«'  starved  to 
(h'ath.  The  same  ^hinjj'  occnrn'd  in  l.S8(»,  and  in  each  of  the  followin;;' 
years  to  and  including  1S8J>.  Even  befoie  1  left  the  islands  in  Aujiust, 
ISSO.  ISST,  and  iSSS,  I  saw  hundreds  of  half-starved,  bleatin;;',  ema- 
ciated pups,  waiiderinji'  aimlessly  about  in  search  of  their  dams,  and 
jjrescnfiii^  a  nii»st  pitiable  api)earance.  For  if  tlu'  mother  seals  are 
de>lro>AM..  their  yoniiiH  can  not  but  perish;  no  other  dam  will  suckle 
them:  twrcaii  they  subsist  until  at  least  three  or  four  months  ohl  with- 
(»ut  the  mother's  milk.  The  loss  of  this  vast  number  of  pups,  amount- 
inj;-  to  many  tiiousands,  we  could  attribut<'  to  no  other  cause  than  the 
<leatli  of  the  mother  at  the  hands  of  pj'laj^ic  seal  hunt«'rs. 

Metween  ISTt  and   1S8.5  predatory   vessels  occasionally  api)eared  in 
ileriiiy  Sea,  aiiionj;   them   the  ('i/(j)i((  in  l<S7t  and  the 
San  IUvfio  in  liSTO.  but  the  whole  number  of  seals  de-      i'""''"'^"- 
stroyed  by  such  vessels  was  small,  and  had  no  a])pre-      C!i<j<iet.\%;i. 
ciable  efVect  ui»on   the  •.(xtkeries;  in    1S.S4  about  4,(M)0      >■««/>,>,,„, isto. 
skins  Were  taken  in  Uerinj''  Sea  by  three  vessels,  and 
starve«l  pups  were  noticed  upon  the  islands  that  year  for  the  first  time. 
In  l.vsr»  alMMit  Ki.ddO  skins  were  taken  in  this  sea,  and 
the  dead  ]Mips  upon  tiie  rookeiies  became  so  numer-      i "'>•'■'>«<'"•' "•"'i;i»'r 
<»us  as  to  evoke  ••Hinnient  lioin  the  natives  and  others   pdiichns. 
iipcm  the  islands.     l''iom  l.S.S.~»  to  the  present  time  tlu^ 
tieet   of  predatory    vessels   has  constantly  increased  in  proportion  as 
the  seal  herd   lias  decreased.     From  18Gi»  t<i  1S82  the  seal  rookeri«'s 
largely   iii<Tease(L      1   know  this  from  accurate  personal  observation, 
and  reiM*t;e«l  relarive  to  it  to  the  .Maska  Commercial 
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or  1HS3  were,  I  beliovo,  <*otistantly  iii('rei»sin<,'  in  nroa  jiinl  i)optiliition, 
siiul  my  ol>s«'rviiti«»iis  in   tliis  (liroctioii  Jiic  in  iwcordancc  with  tliost', 
of  Mr.  M<»rj?iin,  Mr.  Wcbsfor,  ami  otiiors  wlio  Inivc  been  with  nic   Cor 
lujiny  yrars  in  your  service,  and  of  Special  Treasury  Ayent  J.  M.  M(n'- 
tou,  who  was  on  the  islands   from   1S7()  to   1SS(».     ICvcn  as  late  as  ISS.! 
Special  Treasury  Aj-ent  Tinj^Ie  n'ported  a  further  incicase  of  breeding;' 
seals;  but  his  estinnifes  were  made  in  comparison  with  those  of  I'rof. 
II.  \V.  Klliott  of  ISTU  and  1.S73,  and  he  was  probably  not  fully  aware  of 
the  fact  that  the  increase  had  occurr<'d  prior  to   1.SS3,  and  that  in  l.S.S."> 
there  was  alnsuly  perhaps  a  slijilit  diminution  of  breeders." 
A  very  noticeable  decrease  in  the  herd  conunenced,  as  I  have  alrea"<ly 
pointe<l  out,  in  1S8G,  and  was  c(»in«'ident  in  time  and 
nocreiijo  of  iMfd  inoportijuuite  in  extent  with  the  number  of  seals  de- 
giu scaiiii},'.  stroyed  in  the  wat<'r.    The  business  ot  ]»ela;nie  sealinj;" 

in  IJeriufj  Sea  liist  assumed  considerable  proportions 
in  1884,  and  in  tliat  year  dead  jiup  seals  first  became  numerous  iMH)U};li 
upon  the  rookeries  to  excite  rennirk  upon  the  islaiuls.  As  the  sealin;'' 
tleet  in<u"<.;ased,  the  starved  aninmls  became  more  numennis.  In  1887 
ftmrteen  vessels  were  seized  f<)r  illej-al  sealinj*',  and  the  effect  was  seen 
in  the  followinj-'  y«'ar  when  a  nwwh  less  nund>er  enjia<''ed  in  the  business 
and  the  lierinji'  Sea  catch  amounted,  as  I  am  iidbinied,  to  about  ;{1,(M>0 
skins,  against  about  1!>,0(»0  or  2(),(M)0  in  1888.  The  failure  of  the  United 
States  (rovernment  to  vigorously  pursue  in  1888  and  the  following 
years  the  repressive  policy  so  auspici(uisly  begun  in  1887,  led  to  a  large 
increase  of  the  sealing  tleet  and  corresponding  destruction  of  the  herd, 
but  the  prohibition  of  pelagic  sealing  nevertheless  continued,  and  the 
usual  proclamation  was  luiblislied  by  the  (lovernmeiit  warning  all 
parties  not  to  kill  seals  in  IJering  Sea  or  waters  adjacent  to  the  Alaskan 
coast. 
The  policy  of  the  Alaska  ( 'onunercial  (^unpany,  during  the  whole 
Poiic  •  of  the  vinH  P«'i''<*<l  <>•  '^^  lease,  was,  as  might  be  naturally  exi)ected, 
ka  comraotdai  Com-  to  obtain  tlii^  best  possible  skins  for  market,  and  at 
i""'-^'  the  same  tinu'  preserve  the  I'ookeries  against  injury, 

for  it  was  not  only  in  their  interests  to  be  able  to  secure  every  year, 
until  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  the  toll  «|Uota  allowt'd  by  hiw,  but 
they  eontidently  expected,  by  reason  of  their  good  management  of  the 
business,  and  faithful  fulfiliment  of  every  obligation  to  the  (Jovern- 
ment,  to  obtain  the  franchise  for  a  second  term.  1  was,  therefore, 
always  alert  to  see  that  tlu'  due  proportion  of  bi-eeding  males  of  serv- 
iceable age  was  allowed  to  return  to  the  rookeries.  This  was  a  com- 
paratively easy  task  prior  to  188ii,  but  became  from  year  to  year  more 
difliicult  as  the  seals  decreased.  Xo  very  exjdicit  orders  were  given  to 
the  "bosses'*  upon  this  point  until  1888,  because  the  bulls  seemed  to 
be  plentiful  enough,  and  because  it  was  easier  to  kill  and  skin  a  small 
seal  than  a  large  one,  and  tlu^  natives  were  inclined  for  this  reason  to 
scarcit  •  of  iiroed-  ^''^w  the  large  oucs  to  i'scapc;  but  in  1888  ami  I88!> 
inj{ iiiakd  iu  1888  ami  tlieic  was  sucli  a  luarkcd  scarcity  of  breeding  males 
^^^-  upon  the  rookeries  that  1  gave  strict  or<lers  to  spare 

all  five-year -old  bulls  and  confine  the  killing  to  smaller  animals. 
Through  all  this  slaughter,  involving  the  driving  and  redriving,  year 
after  year,  of  the  same  seals,  they  ilid  not  become  imu-e 
timid  when  on  land;  but  on  the  ccnitrary,  those  resent- 
ing to  the  grounds  most  fre(|uently  disturbed  were 
more  tractable  and  easier  driven  and  killed  timn  the  ones  from  r«'moto 
points,  as  at  Polavina  or  West  Point,  <ui  St.  Paul,  or  Zapa<lnieat  St. 
George.    The  "killing  gang"  frequently  spoken  of,  and  1  myself,  ob- 
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sorvod  tlio  liardn-  \\(»ik  in  hini<lliiij;-  iind  sulidiviiliiif'-  ihv  drnvf  tVoiii 
tlic  iiKirc  (listiiiit  jdiict's,  iM-ciiusc  ol'  tlio  iin»re  savayr  iiitiiU'tahlt-  cluu- 
ji('r«'r  of  tln'  bulls. 

I  iM'licvc  till!  seals  to  Itc  susc('|>til>l('  of  a  liifili  <l«';>rei' of  doiiu'sticji- 
ti«m.  If  tla-ir  stroii-;  |»n>i'*'>»*ity  t<»  '»>•.<'  wliatcvt-rroiiH'S  s,,,....!,,,,,,,.  „,  ,, 
witiiin  otU'iisivc  proximity,  wlu'llicr  it  Ims  seal  rub  or   iiii;ii.i.uir..<.tii(.iin« 

a  iiuiitiM's  limb.  <'ould  lie  cuicil.  tlu-.v  could  be  as  easily   """ 

nianaj-vd  as  a  Hock  of  sliccp.  Kacli  one  of  the  youn^-  pups  driven  for 
llic  customary  food  supply  t»cfore  tlicir  Mist  mij;iation  is  picked  up  by 
till'  liiiid  tlipiicis  to  dctciininc  tin*  sex,  females  even  at  this  n'^o  beiiij; 


spared,  and   when  thus  in   the  hands  of  the  hunters 


liilit\  iiriiniiiil- 
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domesticated  animal.  In  fact,  a  larj;c  iiiiudier  wi-ie 
thus  iiiaiUed  in  1872,  by  Special  Treasury  Ayeiit  i'harles  Ibyaiit,  by 
clipjiin^i  the  ear  as  a  means  of  further  ideiitilicatioii.  ICvery  seal  upon 
lands  has  in  this  wav  been,  oi    iiii<;ht  have  been,  if  we  had   so 
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elected,  within  our  very  jiiasp,  to  kill  or  not  to  kill,  to  brand  or  not  t(» 
brand,  as  we  tlioii;>ht  Itest,  its  skin  liavinj;  at  the  same  time  «'om- 
nu'rcial  value.  I  conccixe  that  no  fiirtlu'r  act  of  domestication  is  re- 
quired to  constitute  under  common  law  complete  ami  absidnte  owner- 
ship, coupled,  of  course,  with  the  riyht  of  protection  of  the  prop«'rty, 
wherever  found. 

In  respect  to  the  ])ropa;iation  and  ]»'rpetuation  of  the  species,  they 
are  as  controllable  and  amenable  to  jjood  inana^iemeiit  j.^.^  ^.^  r,ui„„,,  ,1.1 
upon  the  islands  as  sheep  or  cattle.  If  the  rifjht  jiro-  luiiHtnuii'dii  1.1  1  u» 
portion  is  maintained  lietween  the  sexes,  the  j-reatest  "i"'"" 
])ossil>le  number  of  projieny  is  assured.  As  loiij'-  as  we  were  able  to 
keei»  exclusive  contr<»l,  undisturbed  by  outside  iiilliiences,  we  main- 
tained t\n'  steady  increase  of  the  herd  and  prolitable  returns  from  the 
indnstiy.  When  outside  parties,  beyond  our  jurisdiction,  carried  on 
their  destructive  work,  to  any  consiilerable  extent,  the  e(|uilibrium  of 
the  sexes  was  (h-stroyed,  any  calculation  of  those  in  charge  of  the 
islands  was  iiiillilied  or  miscarried  and  the  speedy  decrease  and  ulti- 
ipate  destriK-tion  of  the  seals  and  sealinj;'  industry  made  certain. 

In  contem]>latiii^'  this  destruciion,  the  natives  of  the  seal  islands  are 
most  deeply  interested,  for  they  are  wholly  <l(>pendent 
ui)on  the  seals  for  a  livelihood.  The  ancestors  of  the 
three  hundred  peojde  now  iiiion  the  islands  were 
taken  there  more  than  one  hundred  years  a}>(),  and  their  descemlants 
have  been  born  and  bred  to  their  oc(m])atioii  of  seal  killinjn',  and  know 
no  other.  Prior  to  isos  the  K'ussians  furnished  them  only  indilferently 
well  with  coarse  articles  of  food  and  clothiiifi'  which  the  seals  did  not  sup- 
])ly,  but  leff  tlu'in  to  live  in  unhealthy  eoiiditi<»ns  in  their  damp  nnder- 
•iTouiid  houses,  olleii  iiiisiippiied  with  fuel  and  not  infr«'qiiently  short  of 
food.  I'nder  the  liberal  manajii  iiieiit  of  the  Aineri«'ans 
they  have   been    i)rovided    with   comfortalile  wooden 
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houses,  an  abundance  of  coal  to  heat  them,  warmeloth-  Aiii.iiniii  niiinafii^ 
in<i',  well- taufiht  schools  in  com  fort  able  school-houses,  at- 
tractive churches  in  thedreco-liiissian  faith,  to  which  tln'y  aredevot»'dly 
attached,  and,  in  slant,  with  all  the  eomlbrts  and  many  of  the  luxuries 
of  civilizatitai.  With  these  siirroundinjis  they  have  made  remarkable 
l)ioj>ress,  rendered  ])ossibIe  by  their  income  of  more  than  $  10,000  per 
annum  Irom  the  seal  tisheries,  without  which  they  are  left  in  absolute 
pctverty,  and  must  either  leave  their  island  home  in  search  of  other 
emphtyment  of  which  they  know  nothinj;'.  rely  upon  the  charity  of  the 
Clovernment  for  meager  support,  or  starve.    They  rightly  charge  these 
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dire  alternatives  upon  t\\o  lu-liij-ic  seal  Imiitcrs,  who  liavo  nitlih'ssly 
destroyed  tlu*  ImtiI  in  which  ovcry  iiativr  had  a  ('citaiii  vt'strd  li^ilit, 
ill  the  J'xei'cisi'  of  which  In*  deserved  the  proteetioii  of  tlie  (loveriiiiieiit 
into  whose  care  he  has  eoiiie. 

Jl.  II.  McIntvhk. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  «lay  of  May,  I8!>2. 

[SEAL.J  CLKMKNT    IJKNNKI'r, 

^I'ulary  VubUc. 


ill 


Deposition  of  11.  JT.  McT»ti/re,  special  Tnasurif  af/eiit  and  siqurintetulent 
for  the  lessccH  of  the  I'rihilof  Islands. 

manage31ent. 

State  of  Vermont, 

Orotiyc  County,  ss: 

II.  n.  Mclntyre,  of  Randolph,  in  said  county,  havinjj  boon  duly  sworn, 

deposes  and  savs:  I  am  a  native  of  Vermont,  48  vci.'"s 
ExiH,ri..i,co.  ^^j^i      ^11  ^,1^.  ^.^..|j.^  ,^,.^  .jji^^  j^^jjj  ,  ^^,.|^  spe<^ial  ll'nite«l 

States  Treasury  aj^eiit  assigned  to  duty  in  Alaska,  under  particular 
instriurtions  to  visit  and  report  upon  the  seal  fisheries  of  Alaska,  and 
from  1870  to  18H1»,  imlusive,  I  was  superintendent  of  the  sealeries  for 
the  lessees  of  the  I'rihilof  Islands.  In  these  capacities  I  Mist  visiti'd 
the  seal  islands  in  the  summer  of  1S01>,  and  every  year  thcreaftiT  until 
and  iiu'luding  l.S8!>,  except  the  years  1883,  LS84,  and  lSSi"».  In  1S7I  and 
1872  I  stayed  there  continuously  for  about  sixteen  months,  and  in  each 
of  tin'  other  years  from  two  to  four  months,  through  the  sealing 
season.  1  also  visit«'d  London  twice  <luring  my  sup«'rint»'ndency  in 
connection  with  the  sealing  industry,  and  was  at  all  times  a<'tively  at 
work  in  the  interests  of  my  employers.  My  duties  as  such  special 
Treasury  agent  and  superintendent  demaiuh'd  and  received  my  atten- 
tion to  every  detail  of  seal  life  and  its  relations  to  commerce.  In  the 
discharge  of  these  duties  1  was  constantly  aided  by  able,  intelligent 
assistants  and  Utative  seal  hunters,  whose  daily  observations  and  reports 
were  from  time  to  time  communicated  to  me. 

The  work  of  seal  killing  is  done  by  the  Aleutian  inhabitants  of  the 
seal  islands  under  the  immediate  sniiervision  of  the 
superintendent  for  the  lessees  and  his  assistants.  The 
natives  are  directed  by  their  chiefs,  who  are  either  chost'ii  by  them- 
selves or  appointed  by  the  Treasury  agent  in  charge.  The  for«'e  of 
natives  is  divided  into  gangs  of  2(1  to  .'iO  men,  each  gang  being  led  by 
an  assistant  superintendent  and  native  chief,  and  comprises  the  proper 
number  of  "clubbers,"  "rippers,"  and  "skinners." 

Driving. 

In  describing  the  habits  of  the  seals  it  ha»  already  been  pointed  out 
that  the  "bachelors,"  or  killable  seals,  haul  out  upon 
the,  land  separate  and  apart  trom  the  bree<ling  rook- 
eries, and  it  foHows  that  they  may  be  herded  together  and  driven  in 
from  the  beaches  to  the  killing  grounds  without  in  the  least  disturbing 
the  breeding  seals.    During  the  killing  season,  beginning  the  1st  of 
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tliine,  or  iis  soon  iis  tlie  seals  aniv*'  tli<'r«'i«rt«'r,  it  is  custoniiiry  for  tlio 
su|M'riiitoii<lnit  to  ascertain  the  day  ln'loie  a  drive  is  to  he  made  where 
tin*  killalth'  seals  lie.  and  to  iiistnu-f  the  chief  in  the  evening'  in  legard 
to  the  work  for  the  t'olhnviiig  day. 

.Vt  daybreak,  altont  1  or  L'  o'ehx-k  in  the  inornin};,  the  eliiefeallsa 
sidlieient  nundiev  of  men.  usnally  tVoni  six  to  twelve,  and  leads  them 
to  the  designated  heaeli.  They  ajiproaeh  the  hanling  gruiind  as 
noisj'lessly  as  possiltle,  keeping  to  the  leeward  of  the  seals  nntil  a  point 
Is  reached  wln^nee  \\w  '•  run''  is  to  be  made,  when,  at  the  word,  all  move 
at  the  top  of  their  speed  along  the  edge  of  the  snrf  and  take  int»'rvals, 
like  a  skirmish  line  (»f  soldiers,  iM-tween  the  seals  and  the  water,  at 
the  same  tinu'  making  Kn<'h  demonstrations  by  swinging  the  arms, 
tlonrishing  eajKS  and  eoats,  or  beating  bones  or  sticks  together  as  to 
alarm  the  animals  and  eanse  them  to  rush  iidand.  The  drove  is 
(piickly  collected  and  bronght  together  in  one  nniss.  When  it  has 
moved  a  slnu't  distamu;  from  the  water  it  becomes  perfectly  nnunigj'able 
aiul  is  then  divided  into  detachments  of  .")()(>  to  1,(M)(>  seals;  each  detach- 
ment is  i>iaced  by  the  chief  in  charge  of  a  trusty  man.  wh(»,  aide<l  by 
two  assistants,  one  on  each  Hank  an<l  himself  in  the  rear,  brings  his 
drove  along  towards  the  killing  grounds  at  a  speed  varying  from  a 
few  rods  to  a  nnle  an  hour,  in  aceordam-e  as  the 
weather  may  be  hot  and  dry  or  moist  and  eool.  !f  the 
chief  is  eHicient  and  i)roperly  instructed,  the  seals  are  at  tlu^  killing 
grouiul  by  '*  or  0  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  are  given  an  hour  or  two 
to  rest  and  t'ool  before  the  gang  turns  out  after  breakfast  for  the  day's 
work. 

The  h)ngest  drivt*  nnnle  during  recj'ut  years  is  that  frouj  English  May 
to  the  village  on  8t.  I'aul  Island,  about  2h  nnles. 
Formerly  it  was  customary  to  drive  from  lialfway  ..,.,a'"':!;;i.V.'""''"'^'" 
I'oint  and  Southwest  Uay  to  the  village  grounds,  but 
it  was  found  to  be  less  trying  to  the  seals  and  l>etter  economy  of  labor 
to  kill  nearer  t.>  these,  rookeries.  Mule  teams  and  boats  on  St.  Paid 
and  pack  animals  on  St.  ( leorge  were  accordingly  su|)plied  several  years 
ago  for  transporting  the  skins  from  these  more  distant  points,  and  the 
killing  has  since  been  conducted  as  near  the  rookeries  as  practicable. 

In  driving,  advantage  is  taken  of  every  snowbank,  small  lake,  or 
stretch  of  nnirshv  ground  to  rest  and  cool  the  drove; 
and  if  very  hot  and  dry  or  the  sun  breaks  out,  it  is 
kept  in  a  cool  |>lace  until  the  conditions  change.  Sometimes  the  prac- 
ti<!e  of  driving  the  seals  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  day  before 
they  are  to  be  killed  has  been  followed.  In  this  case  one  herdsman 
through  the  night  is  suni<'ient  to  prevent  theii'  escai)ing. 

The  fur-seals  do  not  travel  on  the  land  with  that  ease  of  locomotion 
characteristic  of  i)urelv  land  animals,  but  on  the  other      ,  ,      , .. 

jiand,  they  move  with  great   ireedom   com]»ared    with   smis. 
other  species  of  seals.     Their  enforced   action  on  the 
drive  is,  as  a  rule,  but  little  more  vi<dent  than  they  voluntarily  take 
upcMi  the  rookeries  when  moving  up  and  down   the  sloiu's  and  i)Liying 
with  each  other. 

There  are  generally  in  each  <lrive  a  few  bulls,  full  grow  nor  nearly  so, 
too  large  ftn*  killing,  and  oc<-asiooa!iy  a  dwarf  or  sickly 
seal  and  rarely  a  female,  all  of  which  are  segregated 
from  the  mass  as  soon  as  jiossible  and  left  behind  to  ''"'^' 
find  their  way  back  to  the  water.  Much  depends  in  driving  upcm  the 
good  Judgment  of  the  man  in  charge  as  to  when  and  how  long  they 
shouhl  be  allowed  to  rest,  and  in  keeping  the  herd  spread  out  so  as  to 
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prevent  the  animals  from    huddling  together   and  crowding.    With 

LoHM  iiomiiriviii-     pi'^P^T  management,  the  hiss  from  driving  is  but  a 
lomiriMiif,'.    j-j.jjj.j.j^j^  Qj?  j^  ^j^jj,  cent,  and  nearly  all   are  skinned 

and  the  skins  counted  as  a  part  of  the  annual  quota.  The  animals 
that  are  found  unfit  for  killing  and  are  allowed  to  return  to  the  Avater 
to  be  repeatedly  driven  later  in  the  seascm,  sutter,  in  my  oi)inion,  no 

T,      ,    ,.  injury.     J  have  seen  it  stated  bv  theorists  with  little 

uot  iiiiiiiiiiod  by  ()r  iio  in'actical  experience,  tliat  the  exertions  to  which 
*'"^'"'*''-  the  seals  are  subjected  on  the  drives  is  unusual   and 

excessive;  and  they  infer  that  it  must  injure  the  animars  re])roductive 
usefulness.  With  more  extended  observation  and  experience  they 
would  discover  that  such  is  not  the  case.    The  best  practical  illustra- 

T, .  .         r,  ti(m  of  this  fact  is  found  onCopiter  Island  of  the  Coni- 

iHiiiiKi.  mandei  r;roup  where,  lor  the  ])ast   tw«Mity  years  or 

more,  it  has  been  customary  to  drive  nearly  all  the 
the  seals  over  a  very  rough  motmtaiii  trail  across  the  island,  and  to 
practice  the  same  methods  in  the  killing  that  Ave  have  pursued  at  the 
Pribilof  Islands,  with  the  result  of  constantly  and  healthfully  in- 
creasing the  herd.  Tiiat  seals  are  occasionally  injured  or  lost  by  im- 
proper handling  is  no  suflicient  reason  for  abandoning  a  system  of  man- 
agement which  proves  satisfactory  Avhen  projterly  administered. 
These  theorists  api)arently  find  it  very  easy  to  criticise  the  manage- 
ment of  the  seals  without  suggesting  any  way  in  Avhich  to  improve  it. 

Killing. 

During  the  seal-killing  season  the  men  turn  out  to  their  Avork  about 
G  o'clock  a.  m.  Each  man  in  the  gang  is  assigned  by 
the  chief  to  his  appropriate  part  of  the  Avork.  If  the 
force  comprises  say  twenty-tAvo  men,  the  most  inefrtcient  one  Avill  be 
designated  as  "herdsman"  to  AAatch  the  drove  and  keep  it  iis  near  the 
Avorkmen  as  practicable;  five  of  the  most  actiA'e,  athletic  y<ning  nusn 
are  detailed  as  "clubbers,"  of  Avhom  tAvo  are  called  "drivers,"  it  l)eing 
their  duty  to  cut  ott'  from  the  drove  snnill  detachments  or  "pods,"  of 
from  forty  to  seventy-five  seals  and  drive  them  ui>  to  the  killers.  If  the 
drove  contains  a  considerable  i.umber  of  adult  bulls,  or  the  seals  are 
tired  or  the  day  Avaim  and  humid,  the  "drivers"  have  the  most  labor- 
ious i)art  of  the  work.  Next,  one  boy  is  detailed  as  "stabber,"  five  as 
"tiipperers,"  and  the  remaining  ten,  those  who  are  most  expert  in  the 
use  of  thi'ir  knives,  as  "  skinners." 

The  clubbers  are  each  armed  Avith  a  turned  hickory  club,  5  feet  2 
inches  long,  of  best  straight  grained  Avood,  like  an  exaggerated  base- 
ball club,  and  a  sharp  pointed  hook,  similar  to  a  stCAcdore's  cargo 
hook,  Avhich  he  carries  in  his  belt  or  boot  leg.  The  stabbers  and  tiip- 
perers liaA'e  diuible-edged  knives  (5  or  7  inches  long,  and  the  skinners 
ten  or  twelve  inch  single-edged  blades;  and  each  man  a  snuill,  tine- 
grained  oil  stone  of  Avhich  he  makes  very  frequent  use,  finishing  the 
sharpening  process  on  his  OAvn  palm  or  the  seal's  fiipper,  for  the  edges 
must  be  as  keen  as  razors  to  effectually  do  the  Avork. 

If  the  droA'e  contains  more  than  a  few  hundred  seals,  a  pinlion  of  it 
is  cut  off  and  bi'ought  to  Avithin  abotrt  75  or  100  feet  of  the  place  Avhere 
the  first  "pod"  is  to  be  killed.  The  drivers  stc])  quickly  along  the  fianks 
of  the  drove  at  several  feet  distant  from  it,  and  approach  each  other 
from  opposite  sides  at  a  point  to  detach  a()  or  (50  aninuils.  Tliese 
are  driven  directly  to  the  clubbers  Avho  have  been  pre^'i(msly  instructed 
by  the  assistant  superintendent  what  class  of  seals  they  are  to  kill  and 


Killing;  how  done. 


I 


RELATING  TO   PRIBILOF   ISLANDS. 


57 


wbere  tliey  are  to  begin  o[)eriiti()iis.  At  the  word  from  the  chief  the 
bh)ws  fall  ill  (luiek  suecossion,  a  single  blow  ui)on  the  head  of  each  seal 
designated  being  always  sufticient  to  completely  stnn  him,  and  usnally 
to  fracture  his  skull.  Thos«^  remaining  are  carefully  looked  over  by  the 
assistant  suiierintendent,  such  of  the  doubtful  ones  killed  as  he  may 
direct,  and  the  remaining  ones  driven  to  one  si<le  and  allowed  to  return 
to  the  water  at  will;  or,  after  a  few  hours,  if  any  remain  about  the  field, 
a  boy  is  sent  to  head  them  toward  the  sea.  The  clubber's  sharp  hooks 
are  now  stuck  into  the  noses  or  tiii)pers  of  the  fallen  seals  and  they  are 
dragged  apart  and  laid  singly,  as  ch)sely  together  as  convenient  for  the 
skinners.  This  is  very  necessary,  because,  if  left  in  a  heap  as  they  are 
slain,  the  heat  at  points  of  contact  quickly  loosens  the  fur  and  spoils 
the  skin.  The  drivers  now  "run"  to  bring  uj)  the  next  "pod,"  the 
stabber  thrusts  his  knife  to  the  heart  of  the  stunned  animals  and  the 
tlipi)erers  follow  as  soon  as  the  seals  are  d«'ad,  to  cut  the  skin  around 
the  head  Just  in  front  of  the  ears,  around  the  posterior  extremity  be- 
tween the  body  and  hind  flijipers,  around  the  two  fore  tlippers  ami 
down  the  median  line  of  the  belly.  Xext  he  is  taken  in  hand  by  the 
skinner,  who  quickly  flays  him  with  dexterous  strokes  of  his  long,  keen- 
edged  knife,  leaving  a  considerable  layer  of  blubber  upon  the  skin  to 
prevent  its  hardening  and  drying  in  the  salting  process.  When  it  is 
desired  to  save  the  blubber  as  well  as  the  skin,  both  are  removed  from 
the  carcass  together  and  flayed  apart  with  skillful  strokes  of  the  knife. 

The  seal  killing  is  done  in  a  very  orderly,  systematic  manner,  and  the 
attendant  waste  is  surprisingly  small  when  done  with  skilled  hib(n'. 
Rarely  an  undesirable  seal  is  hit  by  a  clubber,  and  occasionally  the  sun 
will  shine  out  unexpectedly  and  so  heat  the  skins  before  they  can  be 
removed,  as  to  loosen  the  fur  and  cause  it  topull  out,  but  the  entire  loss 
nnder  Judicious  management  amcmnts  to  only  a  few  score  of  skins  in  a 
hundred  thousand.  An  experienced  force  of  22  men  can  easily  slaughter 
and  i)roperly  cure  the  skins  of  an  average  of  1,500  seals  i>er  day  through 
the  season. 

When  the  skin  has  been  removed  from  the  carcass  it  is  thrown,  flesh 
side  down,  u])on  the  damp  ground,  and  as  soon  thereafter  as  convenient 
hauled  to  the  salt  lumse,  wlu^re  each  one  is  examined  and  counted,  in 
the  presence  of  the  native  chief,  by  the  Treasury  agent  and  the  assist- 
ant su])erintendent,  in  or<ler  to  determine  when  the  number  allowed  by 
law  has  been  taken  and  to  form  the  basis  tor  payment  to  the  natives 
for  their  work. 

Salting. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  sealing  industry  it  was  always  customary 
to  dry  the  skins  for  market  by  stretching  them  npon  ,,.  , 
the  ground  by  nuMins  of  wooden  ]nn8  driven  through  '^"  ''"^" 
their  edges  or  by  the  use  of  stakes  and  twine.  But  this  ])rocess  made 
the  skir.  ditticult  to  unhair  in  dressing,  and,  moreover,  in  the  verydamp 
cliniivfe  of  Alaska  it  was  often  impossible  to  <lry  the  skins  thoroughly 
enough  to  prevent  their  decaying  en  route  to  market.  Large  numbers 
of  skins  were  l(>st,  I  am  iidbrmed,  in  this  way,  even  aft«'r  artifi<'ial  heat 
was  resorted  to  for  drying  them,  and  it  was  found  most  prohtable  to 
salt  them  and  ship  them  in  salt  to  nnirket. 

The  salting  is  done  in  rows  of  bins  called  "  kenches."    Each  skin  is 
thrown  to  the  man  in  the  kench,  who  qnh'.klv  spreads  ,,„     ,,     „ 
It,  flesh  side  uj),  and  a  third  shovels  salt  enough  upon 
it  to  completely  cover  its  surtiU'e.    The  next  skin  is  spread  in  the  same 
way  above  the  tlrst,  and  so  on  with  alternate  layers  of  skins  and  salt 
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until  the  kench  is  full.  Hero  tlioy  lie  from  flvo  to  seven  days  and  are 
then  shaken  «)ut,aiiy  curlcil  edges  are  unrolled  and  salted,  and  the  skins 
are  folded  with  a  sii  all  quantity  of  sjilt  between  the  folds,  and  again 
piled  to  complete  ihe  curing  i)roces8.  A  few  days  iMter  tiiey  are  once 
more  j)ulled  apart  and  spread  out,  sprinkled  with  a  handful  of  salt  and 
rolled  and  tied  in  conipact,  cylindrical  bundles  containing  two  skins 
each,  flesh  si<les  togetiier.  In  this  shape  they  are  lightered  from  the 
warehouses  to  tlie  vessel  in  the  skin  boats  built  by  the  natives,  and 
shipped  to  San  Francisco,  were  they  are  packed  in  casks  holding  from 
llfty  to  sixty  skins  each,  and  forwarded  to  Loudon  via  New  York,  by 
railroad  and  steamer. 

The  practice  of  salting  the  skins  was  followed  to  some  extent  by  the 
Eussians  during  the  last  few  years  prior  to  the  cession  of  Alaska  to 
the  United  States,  and  in  nearly  every  particular  the  management  of 
the  sealeries  by  the  Americans  is  the  same  as  that  pursued  by  the  lius- 
sians  during  the  last  years  of  their  occupation.  Since  about  1835  the 
female  seals  have  been  invariably  sp.ared,  and  if  the 
sinceTsasf*  ^^"^""^  scalcries  are  to  yield  the  best  returns  in  future,  the  wise 
system  under  which  they  have  been  heretofore  pro- 
tected must  be  rigidly  maintained.  The  habits  of  the  animals  are  such, 
in  the  separation  of  breeders  from  nonbreeders  when  on  shore,  that  this 
can  be  easily  accomplished ;  yet  the  fact  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  that 
both  breeders  and  nonbreeders  are,  in  the  course  of  every  season,  com- 
pletely in  the  power  of  the  occupants  of  the  islaiuls,  and  the  entire  herd 
may  be  slaughtered  to  the  immediate  advantage  of  their  jwssessors,  if, 
by  reason  of  international  complications,  or  any  other  cause,  it  is  foand 
desirable  to  exterminate  them. 

Many  improvements  were  introduced  by  the  Americans  ui)on  Eussian 
methods,  move  particularly  in  systematizing  tlie  work 
byAmeHoaiis^  u])on  thc  slaughter  grounds,  in  providing  convenient 

buildings  in  which  to  salt  and  bun<lle  the  skins,  and  in 
furnishing  means  for  transpci'ting  them  from  the  held  to  the  salt  houses 
and  thence  to  the  vessels;  but  the  management  of  the  rookeries  as  vv- 
gards  their  preservation  and  growth  has  varied  very  little  since  I8.'ir) 
or  1840,  when  the  Eussians  awoke  to  the  fa<!t  that  all  of  the  fenuiles  and 
a  proper  proportion  of  the  males  should  be  spared. 

The  age  at  which  the  male  seal  should  be  killed  for  his  skin  to  best 
meet  the  present  demands  of  the  uuirket,  is  3  and 
aJKiulurbekiiiiMi!  1  years  old.  It  is,  of  course,  as  with  other  animals, 
impossible  to  say  in  every  case  Just  how  old  a  seal  is, 
but  in  the  large  majority  of  cases  an  experien(;ed  seal-killer  will  deter- 
mine with  accuracy  from  the  size  of  the  animal,  the  growth  of  hair  upon 
the  neck,  and  the  length  and  size  of  the  caidne  teeth. 

The  average  weight  and  length  of  the  different  sizes  and  ages  may 
be  generally  stated  about  as  follows: 


ft 


At  tinio  of  birth 

At  1  .vrar  old 

At  '-'  vciirs  i)bl 

A  t ;)  [vt'iirM  (ilil.  iiiale 

At  'i  ji'HiH  iilil,  I'l'iiiiib',  iK'inly  t'liUjirowii 

At  4  yoarH  old.  tiuib' 

At  4  yt-ars  old,  ft'tuali',  full-grown 

At  5  ycai'H  old,  iiiiilo 

At  6  yearn  obi,  iiiab',  nearly  fullji>'"wn  . . 
▲t  full  adult  a^'c,  nialu ' 


Lengtb. 

Weight. 

Inchi'i. 

Pounds, 

12 

7 

;)» 

;io 

4<1 

(10 

54 

uo 

54 

(II) 

80 

1,W 

50 

«o 

(III 

'--.'5 

7E 

■SM 

78 

450 

RELATING    TO   PRIBILOB^    ISLANDS. 


59 


The  sex  of  the  yeailiiiffs  is  not  easily  (U'terinined  unh'ss  the  animal 
is  caught  and  examined.  The  shape,  size,  and  eohu"  Distiii^iiishiii-  iho 
of  the  two  sexes  are  very  closely  alike  at  this  age.  «'='■ 
At  2  years  old  it  is  less  ditticidt,  and  there  is  very  little  risk  in 
assuming  that  all  those  found  at  this  age  with  the  nonbreeders  are 
males,  because  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  females  at  2  years  old  consort 
with  the  breeding  seals  upon  the  rookeries.  In  the  last  two  years  of 
the  Alaska  ComnuTcial  Company's  lease  of  the  sealeries  large  nund)ers 
of  2-year  old  seals  were  killed  under  my  direction,  but  never,  to  my 
knowledge,  any  females  of  this  age. 

H.  n.  MclNTYRE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  at  Randolph,  Vt.,  this  28th  day  of  July, 
A.  I).  18U2,  before  me. 
[seal]  J.  B.  Eldredge, 

Xotary  Public. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  F.  Morgan,  sealer  on  Pribilof  Islands  in  1868  and 
1809,  and  agent  of  lessees  from  1871  to  1887. 
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District  of  Columbia, 

Vity  of  Washington,  ss  : 

Thomas  F.  Morgan,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  1  am  44  years  of  age, and 
reside  in  the  town  of  Groton,  Conn.  In  18iS6  I  shipped  as  sec«md 
mate  of  the  bark  rent,  owned  by  the  firm  of  Wil- 
liams &  Haven,  of  the  city  of  New  London,  Conn., 
which  vessel  was  comnmnded  by  my  father,Capt.  Ebenezer  Morgan,  and 
sailed  on  that  bark  from  Jlouoluiu  about  the  27th  day  of  February, 
18G8,  for  the  purpose  of  <'atching  seals  on  the  islands  in  Hering  Sea, 
Williams  «S:  Haven  having  for  many  years  been  engage<l  in  seal  fisheries, 
and  being,  so  far  Jis  I  know,  the  largest  firm  in  the  United  States  en- 
gaged in  that  business.  We  sailed  to  the  port  of  Sitka  and  there  ap- 
plied to  the  commander,  (Jen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis,  for  j^'miission  to  land 
the  cargo  of  the  bark  on  the  i'ribilof  Islands  and  take  seals  on  those 
islands.  At  the  end  of  the  season  I  remained  on  the  island  of  St.  Paul, 
one  of  the  said  I'ribilof  Islands,  until  August,  1809,  as  a  representative 
of  Williams  «S:  Haven's  interest  in  and  about  said  island.  In  the  hist- 
nientioiu'd  year  I  returned  to  this  country,  and,  at  the  re(inest  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Com]»any,  of  which  Williams  «S:  Haven  were  stock- 
holders, 1  was  employed  in  the  yetir  1874  to  return  to  the  Pribilof  Is- 
lands as  a  representative  of  said  Alaska  Commercial  Comi>any. 

In  pursuance  of  such  reciuest  I  returned  to  the  island  as  agent  of 
said  last-menticmed  company  in  charge  of  the  island  of  St.  (leorge, 
which  with  the  islands  of  St.  Paul,  Otter,  and  Walrus,  constitute  the 
group  known  as  fhe  Pribilof  Islands.  I  arrived  at  said  island  some- 
time in  May,  1874;  took  up  my  residence  there,  and  lenniined  in  my 
capacity  of  agent  in  and  about  that  island  during  each  sealing  sea  -u 
thereaftei-  until  the  year  1887.  That  during  the  yeais  18(»8  and  laoi>, 
and  from  May  to  July,  1874,  I  was  located  on  St.  Paid  Island,  and  also 
from  July,  1882,  to  INIay,  188;{;  that  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  I 
was  upon  said  islands  J  was  resident  on  St. (Jeorge  Island;  that  during 
my  residence  on  said  islands  I  examined  frequently  the  breeding  rook- 
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ei'ios  on  the  island  where  I  tlieu  was  located,  and  now  recolleet  the 
condition  of  said  rookeries,  and  the  approximate  area  which  each  of 
them  covered  at  <litferent  times  during'  my  experience  on  said  islands; 
that  I  have  carefully  examined  the  lines  drawn  by  H.  IT.  Mclntyre  on 
exhibits  signed  by  him  and  marked  Exhibits  A,  B,  C, 

Iii<li('at<'8  im  cliiirts     i.i^t-,  i/i-'i-i*         xi  i  ii  -i 

tho  iinas  icverui  i.y  D,  E,  F,  and  (i,  indicating  the  groiunls  covered  by  said 
tiH! r.M)kriif8.  rookeries  (m  St.  Paul  Island  in  the  year  1870,  and  tlu^ 

year  1882,  and  that  the  red  line  shows  the  approximate  area  so  covered 
in  18(){>,  and  the  blue  line  the  approximate  area  so  covered  in  1882; 
that  I  have  indicate<l  to  the  best  of  my  reLollection  the  grounds  covered 
Ijy  breeding  rookeries  on  8t.  (ieorge  Island  in  the  year  1874,  by  a  red 
line,  and  the  grounds  so  covered  in  the  year  1884  by  a  blue  line,  on  the 
exhibits  signed  by  me  and  marked  Exhibits  H,  I,  J,  and  K:  tliat  the 
grounds  so  indicated  are  jnacticaily  correct  and  represent  apiuoximately 
the  area  covered  by  breeding  seals  on  said  St.  George  Island  in  said 
years  of  1874  and  1884. 

I  further  depose  and  say  I  have  examined  the  charts  of  s^aid  St.  Paul 
and  St.  George  Islands,  made  as  I  am  informed  a,nd 
believe  by  .1.  Stanley  Brown ;  that  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  the  spaces  represented  on  said  charts  as 
grounds  over  which  the  bachelor  seals  have  hauled  at 
various  times  during  my  exi)erience  are  practically 
correct. 

Thomas  F.  Morgan. 

Subsi'ribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  ath  day  of  April,  1892. 
[seal.  I  Sevell'on  a.  Buown, 

Notary  Public  hi  and  for  tho  District  of  Columbia,  U.  8.  A. 


Vorilit'S  ell  art 8 
drawn  by  J.  Stanli'v 
J$ri)wii  sliowiii;;  liaul- 
in;;  jfruunilM  on  ittl- 
an<l.s. 


am  44  years  of  age, 
I  shipped  as  second 
Williams  <S:  llavcn, 


Deposition  of  Thomas  F.  Morffaii,  affcntofthc  lessees  on  the  Pribilof  Islands 
and  of  the  lessees  on  the  Commander  Islands. 

HABITS,  MANAGEMENT,  AND  PELAGIC  SEALING. 

DiSTlJTOT  OF   Con  INmiA, 

City  of  Washiuf/ton,  ss: 
Thomas  F.  Alorgan,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I 
and  reside  in  the  town  of  Groton,  Conn.    In  18(!8 
mate  of  the  bark  Peru,  owned  by  the  tirm  of 

,  of  the  city  of  Xew  London,  C<mn.,  which  vessel  was 

xiien.nre.  commanded  by  my  father,  Capt.  Ebenezer  Morgan, 

and  sailed  on  that  bark  from  Honolulu  about  the  27th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1808,  for  the  purpose  of  catching  seals  on  the  islands  in 
Bering  Sea,  Williams  «Jt  Haven  having  for  many  years  been  engage<l 
in  seal  fisheries,  and  b(>ing,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  largest  firm  in  the 
United  States  engaged  in  that  business.  VVe  sailed  to  the  port  of 
Sitka,  and  there  applied  to  the  commander.  Gen.  Jefterson  C.  Davis, 
for  permission  to  land  the  cargo  of  the  bark  on  the  Pribilof  Islands 
and  take  seals  on  those  islands.  At  the  end  of  the  season  I  renuiined 
on  the  island  of  St.  Paul,  one  of  the  said  I'ribih)f  Islands,  until  August, 
1809,  as  a  representative  of  Williams  &  Haven's  interests  in  and  about 
the  said  island.  In  the  last  mentioned  year  I  returned  to  this  country, 
and  at  the  rcHpiest  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  of  which  Wil- 
liams &  Ilaveu  were  stockholders,  I  was  employed  in  the  year  1874  to 
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rotnrn  to  tlio  Pribilof  Ishuids  as  ii  leprc'sontative  of  the  said  Alaska 
('oimin'icial  Coiiii)aii.v. 

In  pursuance  of  such  lecinest  I  rctuined  to  the  islands  as  ai^cnt  of 
said  hist  mentioned  conipany  in  ehai'Re  of  the  ishind  of  St.  Cleoijie, 
which  witli  the  ishinds  of  St.  Paul,  Otter,  and  Walrus,  constitue  the 
jiToup  known  as  tiie  I'rihijof  Islaiuls.  1  arrived  at  said  island  some 
time  in  May,  1S74;  took  up  my  residence  there  and  remained  in  my 
capa<'ity  of  agent  in  and  about  that  island  during-  each  sealinji'  season 
therealter  until  the  year  1SS7.  At  the  exi»iration  of  the  sealing  season 
of  1SS7,  1  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  in  181)1  was  engaged  by 
the  Kussian  Sealskin  Comi)any,  of  St.  Tetersburg,  as  chief  agent  of 
that  company,  to  proceed  to  the  islands  of  Koman«h>rski,  consisting  of 
Copper  ami  Bering  Islands,  commoidy  called  the  Commander  Islands, 
Avhicli  said  company  had  a  lease  of  tiie  said  Conummder  Islands  as  well 
as  of  the  island  of  Tuleni  or  Kobben,  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea,  to  kill  seals 
and  other  fur-bearing  animals  on  tliose  islands  on  the  payment  (»f  a 
royalty  to  the  Russian  Government.  I  )uring  tlu^  years  above-mentioned 
1  have  superintended  the  killing  of,  on  theaveiage,  l.S,()()(>  seals  a  year; 
and  in  the  last  year  of  ray  employment  by  the  llnssian  Sealskin  Com- 
pany I  killed  or  superintended  the  killing  of  ;{0,()0()  seals.  Tiie  skinning, 
curing  of  skins,  packing  of  skins,  and  ahi)>i>ing  of  the  skins  from  the 
islands  of  all  the  seals  the  killing  of  whicli  I  superintended  has  been 
under  my  immediate  sui)ervision,  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  work 
thereof  has  been  done  by  me  personally. 

That  during  my  employment  on  said  I'ribilof  Islands  1  carefully 
studied  the  habits  of  the  fur-seal  and  the  statements  hereafter  made  as 
to  the  habits  of  said  animals  are  based<Hi  my  own  observation  and  also 
from  the  tact  that  these  statements  have  been  corroborated  by  natives 
and  residents  on  said  islands,  whom  I  know  to  be  familiar  with  every 
phase  of  seal  life. 

The  Alaska  fur-seal  breeds,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced,  oidy  upjn 
the  Pribilof  Islands ;  that  I  have  been  on  the  Alaska 
coast  and  also  along  the  Aleutian  Islands;  that  at  no     Ainsknn smi i.m.i.* 
ponit  have  I  ever  observed  seals  to  haul  out  on  land  viibiiof  isian.is. 
except  at  the  Pribilof  Islands,  nor  have  I  been  able  to 
obtain  any  authentic  information  which  causes  me  to  believe  such  is 
the  case. 

The  Alaska  fur-seal  is  nugratory,  leaving  the  Pribilof  Islaiuls  in  the 
early  winter  going  southward  into  the  Pacitic  and 
returning  again  in  May,  dune,  and  .»uly  to  said  islands. 
I  have  observed  certain  bull  seals  return  year  after  year  to  the  same 
place  on  the  rookeries,  and  1  have  beciu  informed  by  natives,  that  have 
lived  on  the  islands,  that  this  is  a  well-known  fact  and  has  been  ob- 
served by  them  so  often  that  tlu^y  stated  it  as  an  abs(dute  fact. 

I  believe  that  the  cause  the  seals  chose  these  islands  for  their  home 
is  because  of  the  isolation  of  these  Pribilof  Islands  and  because  the 
climatic  condition  of  sai«l  Pribilof  Islands  is  particu-      ,„.    .    ,. .  ,    , 

1      ,      ,.  1  I     J.  1  ^•L^         IV       •  ii        i-  A  1  Climiit«  of  isliiiids. 

larly  favorable  to  seal  hie.    During  the  time  the  seals 
are  upon  land  the  weather  is  damp  and  cool,  the  islands  being  almost 
continually  enveloped    in  fogs,  the  average  temperature  being  about 
41°  P.  during  the  summer. 

The  pup  seals  are  born  on  the  breeding  rookeries  on  St.  Paid  and  St. 
George  islands  during  the  months  of  June  and  duly.     Wlien  lirst  born 
a  pup  can  only  live  upon  land,  is  not  amphibious,  and  is 
unable  to  swiin.     If  it  is  washed  off  into  the  sea  by  the  „„i;."'"  ""'  *"""'"'" 
surf  it  is  drowned,  as  I  have  often  seen.    If  a  i)up  was 
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born  in  the  water  it  could  not  possildy  live  i.nd  T  linve  never  lieanl  of 
Hucli  a  case.  A  further  fa«^t  iu  this  eonncetion  is  that  tiie  feniah's  never 
conu>  to  the  islaiuls  accompanied  by  a  laip.  After  birth  a  jjup  at  once 
bcfiins  to  suckle  its  mother,  who  leaves  its  otfsprinj^'  only  to  go  int<t  the 
water  foi  T'tod,  which  1  beH«'V«'  from  my  observation  consists  mainly  of 

fish,  squids,  and  crustaceans.  In  her  s»'arch  for  food  the 
FninaiuHiViMiiiigami  female,  iu  my  o]>ini(ni,goes40  milesor  even  further  from 

the  islands.  The  puj)  does  not  appear  to  vevoguw  its 
mother,  attempting  to  draw  milk  from  any  cow  it  comes  iin-ontact  with; 
but  a  motlier  will  at  once  recogui:  e  her  own  pup  and  will  allow  no  of  lu'r 
to  nurse  her.    This  1  know  from  often  observing  a  cow  fight  oftdther 

pups,  who  apiu'oached  her,  aiul  search  out  her  own  pup 
Cowsuckiusouij  iior  frQuj  anioug  them,  which  1  think  she  recognizes  by  its 

own  pup.  .1  1   r;  '  o  u 

smell  and  its  cry. 

When  the  pui)sare  ab<mt  six  or  eight  weeks  old  they  begin  to  herd 

together  in  groups  called  "pods;"  these  by  degices 

iemnm.''to'Hwim.*"'^   Work  dowu  toward  the  shore  and  after  several  trials 

and  failures  at  last  find  the  use  of  their  fli])p<'rs  an«l 

learn  to  swim;  from  this  time,  the  1st  of  August  or  thereabouts,  the 

pup  goes  into  the  water  at  intervals,  but  renuiins  most  of  the  time  on 

the  rookeries  until  about  Xovember,  the  time  which  the  puj)  spends  iu 

the    water  depending  a  great  deal  ()n  the  Avcather. 

igra  ion.  Toward  the  first  or  middle  of  November  the  pui>s  leave 

the  islands;  they  instinctively  turn   southward  toward  the  Aleutian 

Islaiuls. 

The  time  of  their  departure  depends  a  good  deal  on  the  state  of  the 
weather;  if  the  winter  is  open,  they  may  be  found  much  later  upon  the 
islands  and  if  particularly  warm  seals  may  be  found  during  the  whole 
winter  upon  and  about  the  islands.  Probably,  too,  they  are  induced  to 
leave  the  islands  in  pursuit  of  food.  In  my  opinion  if  the  islands  were 
a  little  wfirmer  in  winter  and  not  surrounded  by  ice,  the  seals  W(tuld 
remain  there  the  year  round,  as  they  evidently  consider  the  I'ribilof 
Group  their  home. 

From  the  islands  the  pup  with  his  fellows  goes  southward,  passing 
through  the  passes  between  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  holds  its  course 
still  south  till  lost  sight  of  in  the  ocean.  From  this  time  until  the  herd 
re  appears  oft"  the  Californian  coast  their  course  is  a  matter  of  belief;  but 
from  information  of  sea  captains  of  coasting  vessels  who  have  sailed 
during  the  winter,  seals  during  December  and  the  first  part  of  January 
are  found  heading  southeastwardly  toward  the  Calitbr- 
nian  coast.  In  January  and  Febrrary  they  begin  to 
appear  along  that  coast;  then  turning  northward  they 
proceed  along  the  coast,  reaching  Vancouver  Island  about  March,  the 
Southern  Alaska  coast  in  Aiiril  and  iVlay,  and  in  June  the  her«l  rel'iiters 
Bering  Sea  and  proceeds  again  to  their  island  home.  It  is  impossible 
to  stale  the  course  or  exact  time  of  migration  Avith  complete  a<'curacy, 
but  this  course  here  designated  I  believe  to  be  approximately  correct. 
The  luips  which  left  the  island  the  year  before  have  now  become 
"yearlings,"  the  males  and  females  herding  together 
indiscriminately  and  not  coining  on  shore  until  some 
time  in  August  or  September;  they  also  leave  the  islands  a  litHe  earlier 
than  the  first  year  and  imike  the  same  ccmrse  of  migration  as  before. 
On  their  second  return  to  the  island  as  "two-year- 
olds"  the  sexes  separ.ate,  the  females  going  <ui  the 
breeding  rookeries  where  they  are  fertilized  by  the  bulls,  and  the  males 
hauling  up  with  the  nonbreeding  males,  called  "bach- 
elors," on  the  so-called  "  hauling  grounds."    The  "  two- 
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yonr-olds"  ajjaiii  niifjrate  soutliwiinl  ov<'r  the  siiiiic  ('(misc  as  fMniu'vly. 
On  tlK'ir  ivtmn  to  tli»!  islands,  the  female  <;oes  again  to  tlie  Ineediii;; 
voolveiies  and  tlierc  biinj^s  forth  her  tirst  pn]*.  Ki«»nitids  time  forward 
she  increases  tin'  seal  herd  by  one  pnp  annually  and  the  male  <»f  the 
same  af;'e  is  on  the  hauling  grounds  and  is  now  considered  of  a  killalde 


IuiIIm. 


The  fourth  and  fifth  migrations  are  practically  the  same  as  the  third. 
After  the  tiftli  or  sixth  migration  the  nude  seal,  now 
called  a  Imll,  returns  to  the  islands  about  tlie  first  of 
May  and  luiuls  uj)  on  the  breeding  rookeries  piovided  he  is  able  to 
nniintain  himself  there,  whi<'h  takes  many  bh>ody  conflicts.  There  he 
gathers  alxait  him  as  many  fenndes  as  he  is  able.  From  the  tinu'  of 
his  landing  until  the  close  of  the  rutting  season  or  about  the  first  of 
August  he  remains  continuously  on  the  breeding  grounds,  never  eating 
and  sleeping  very  little,  if  at  all.  Alxnit  August  first  he  again  takes 
to  the  water,  after  having  fertUized  all  the  cows  in  his  harem,  very  lean 
and  lank,  and  his  harem  beconu's  discu'ganized,  the  pups  gathering  into 
l)ods,  the  females  going  and  connng  aoni  the  water,  and  the  bachelors 
nungling  with  the  cows  and  pups. 

The  ba<'helors  while  on  the  islands,  in  my  opinion,  feed  very  little, 
uid  practically  it  is  only  the  fenude  seals  whi(di  feed     ,,  ,    .     ,    , 

1-11  i.     1  4.1        -11  rri  If  11  Only  females  l.'iivi! 

wlide  located  on  the  islands.  J  he  speed  of  a  seal  when  iHian.ls  u>  iwii. 
swimming  is  very  great,  covering,  1  sliouhl  sav,  from  10 
to  15  nules  an  hour.  Therefore  a  fennile  can  easily  go  ^i"'-"" ««""""'»«■ 
to  the  feeding  grounds  and  return  to  the  islands  in  a  day;  and  that  so 
fki-  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain  the  foregoing  facts  are  practically  cori-ob- 
orated  by  all  those  who  have  had  the  opportunity  to  study  or  observe 
seal  life  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  in  Bering  Sea. 

On  my  first  arrival  in  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  1868,  several  other  vessels, 
representatives  of  different  interests,  were  there  for  the  purpose  of  killing 
seals;  and  the  natives  of  tln'se  islands,  called  Aleuts,  were  nearly  all 
employed  by  one  or  other  of  the  vessels  in  the  business  of  killing  seals. 
I  noticed  that  the  natives  alwavs  remonstrated  when- 
ever any  female  was  killed  ami  stated  that  that  was  uiUi.\«7i.i>X'!''^^  *" 
forbidden,  and  I  am  informed  that  it  always  had  been 
forbidden  by  the  Kussian  (iovernment.  AH  the  seals  killed  by  me  or 
under  my  superintendence  on  the  island  have  been  male  seals,  except 
in  the  case  of  accident.  My  knowlege  of  the  cat(di  of  1808  enables  me  to 
state  that  the  destruction  of  seals  from  all  sources  in 
that  year  was  about  2-10,000.  This  is  the  maximum 
figure.  Despite  the  lowering  of  the  standard  wt'ight  of  skins,  care  was 
taken  annually  on  St.  Ueorge  that  the  residue  of  available  male  breed- 
ers Avas  suflflcient  tor  the  needs  of  the  rookeries,  ami  instructions  to 
that  effect  were  given  to  the  assistants  by  the  superinti'udent  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company.  In  this  we  were  aided  by  the  inacces- 
sible character  of  some  of  the  hauling  grounds. 

From  the  year  1874  till  188.")  we  were  able  to  get  from  St.  Gecnge  and 
St.  Paul  islands  100,000  nuile  seals  within  the  period 
known  as  the  sealing  season  of  six  weeks,  from  the  10th  igs'^j"'""*"'"^^"'"  "^'*^ 
of  June  to  the  1st  of  August,  and  still  leave  a  large 
percentage  of  marketable  seals.  In  1885,  and  in  every  year  thereafter 
until  I  left  in  1887,  there  was  a  marked  de<^rease  in  the 
number  of  marketable  skins  that  could  be  obtained  in 
each  vear  during  the  sealing  season.  We  were  al)le,  down  to  the  last 
year  (1887)  to  get  our  total  catch  of  100,000  seals,  but  in  order  to  g«'t 
that  number  we  had  to  take  what  in  previous  years  we  would  have  re- 
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jiu'tetl,  iiiiinely,  iiiidcrsizcd  skins,  /.  c,  tlni  skins  of  yoiiiiy  soals.     I'rior 

to  1.SS7  we  iiiui  eiuleavoicd  to  tiiko  no  skins  weijiliiniir 
tormiiprrN'qu..i«'*'''''  '^'^^^  t\\iui  ^  pounds,  l)iit  in  oi'doi-  to  make  up  tmr  quota 

in  tlie  last  mentioned  year  we  liad  to  take  skins  weij;h- 
injf  as  little  as  (»i  pounds  to  the  number  of  several  thousand. 

In  the  years  1.SS5,  1SS<»,  aiul  1.S87,  my  attention  was  attraeted  not 
only  to  a  dindnution  in  the  number  of  killable  seals  appearing  on  the 

island  but  to  a  decrease  in  the  fenndes  as  well.     L'p  to 

the  year  I.SS4,  the  breedinji'  spa<'e  in  the  rookeries  had 
in<!reased,  and  from  that  year  down  to  1887,  when  I  left  the  island,  the 

acreage  eovenal  by  the  rookeries  whieh  were  <M*eupie<l 
.™',',,Ta'M"..''/'',««i''"*''l>v  seals  <!onstantlv  diminished.     Xaturally  the  cause 

ot  this  dinunution  was  a  matter  ol  interest  and  nupiiry. 
It  was  not  evident  that  it  was  from  causes  incident  to  the  takin}*'  of 
seals  upon  the  island.    The  greatest  care  was  ex«'rcised  in  the  drivin}?; 
.  under  precisely  similar  conditions  the  herd  had  in- 

'  ^"'^'  creased   in  former  years;  the  number  of  skins  orif-i- 

nally  apportioned  to  St.  (Jeorge  Island  w«'re  reduced  at  an  early  date, 
and  only  increased  in  i)roportion  to  the  rookeries'  exjjansion.  No  dis- 
turbance of  the  rookeries  was  permitted,  even  thepres<'nceof  doji>s  and 
nse  of  tirearms  being-  prohibited  <luring'  the  i)resenceof  the  seals.  JUit 
facts  canu'  under  my  observation  that  soon  led  me  to  what  1  believe  to  be 
the  true  cause  of  destruction.  For  instance,  during  the  period  of  my 
residence  on  St.  ( Jeorge  Island,  down  to  the  year  1 S84,  there  were  always 

a  number  of  dead  pups,  the  number  of  which  1  can  not 

give  exactly,  as  it  varied  from  year  to  year,  and  was 
dependent  U])on  accidents  or  the  destructiveuess  of  storms.  Young 
seals  do  not  know  how  to  swim  from  birth,  nor  do  they  learn  how  for 
six  weeks  or  two  months  after  birth,  and  therefore  are  at  the  mercy  of 
the  waves  during  stormy  weather.  But  from  the  year  1884  down  to  the 
jKiriod  when  1  left  St.  tJeorge  Island,  there  was  a  marked  increase  in 
the  number  of  dead  i)up  seals,  amounting,  perhaps,  to  a  trebling  of  the 
numbers  observed  in  former  years,  so  that  L  would  estimate  the  number 
of  dead  pups  in  the  year  1887  at  about  live  or  seven  thousand  as  a 
maximum. 

I  also  noticed  during  my  last  two  or  three  years,  among  the  number 
of  dead  ]nips,  an  increase  of  at  least  70  per  cent  of  those  which  were 
emaciated  ami  ixtor,  and  in  my  judgment  they  died  from  want  of  nour- 
ishnu^nt,  their  mothers  having  been  killed  while  away  from  the  island 
feeding,  because  it  is  a  fact  that  pu])s  dnnvned  ov  killed  by  accidents 
were  almost  invariably  fat.  Learning  further,  through  the  London 
sales,  of  the  increase  in  the  i)elagic  sealing,  it  becanu'  my  firm  <*(Uivio- 
tion  that  the  constant  increase  in  the  nund)er  of  dead  imps  and  the 
decrease  in  the  nundn'r  of  marketable  seals  and  breeding  females  fouiul 
on  the  ishmds  during  the  years  188."),  1880,  and  1887  were  caused  by 
the  destruction  of  female  seals  in  the  ojkmi  sea,  either  betbre  or  after 

giving  birth  to  the  i>ui>s.  The  mother  seals  go  to  feed- 
sefal' wIiIilIIXk^^^^^  "'«■  Ji'i'o'uxi'*^  distant  from  tlu'  islands,  and  I  can  only 

account  for  the  nund)er  of  starved  pups  by  supposing 
that  their  mothers  are  killed  while  feeding. 
As  I  understand  the  fact  to  be,  most  of  the  seals  killed  in  the  open 

sea  are  fenmles.  My  reason  for  this  conclusion  are  (1) 
in^Je'lnli^e  ta.mies"'''''  that  from  my  knowledge  of  the  seal,  I  know  that  the 

female  when  heavy  with  young,  as  they  are  during  the 
early  part  of  the  season  when  on  their  way  to  tlie  rookeries  where  they 
are  delivered  during  the  mouths  of  June  and  July,  are  much  heavier  in 
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flio  wntor  nnd  imicli  less  able  to  (>scii])('.  bociiiisc  tl;oy  aro  onpfiMp  of  ro- 

iiiiiiiiiii;:'  uimUm'  water  to  oscapc  lor  a  very  inucli  less  pniixl  ol' tinu*  than 

wIh'ii  tlicy  lilt'  not  In-avy  witli  yoniii;,  or  tlian  the  nnile  seal  \v(mi1(1  1k'; 

and  (li)  iK'causc  1  have  itcisonally  insiicctcd  skins  taken  upon  tlie  Ihrt'c 

srhtutuvvH  OinrnrtL  ('(tr<iliii(.;\i\(\  77/o»»*#>«,  wliicli  skins      „        .       .         . 
,    ,  ,,  ,,  ,        II-      IT       1      1  1  Kxn  III  in  II 1 1  mi   or 

taken  in  Lenny  .Sea  were  landed  in  I'nalaska  and  were  midi  ni  ih.'  n„,ra,ii, 
then  personally  inspected  by  me  in  tiie  month  ot  May,   '';;"'""   '""'  """"" 
ISHT.     The  total  nnmber  of  skins  so  examined  by  me 
was  abont  l.',000,  and  of  that  nnml»er  at  least  SO  per  tent  wi'i-e  the  skins 
of  fenndes.     I  have  also  examined  tiie  skins  taken  by  the  I'nited  States 
revenn*'  entter  Ikiixit  from  om-  of  the  N(nth  I'aeilie  Islands,  wiieie  tln'y 
had  been  dei)osited  by  what  is  known  as  a  poaehinfj'  schooner  and  taken 
ti»  Cnalaska,  which  nnmbered  aliont  4(K)  skins,  ami  of  that  400  skins  at 
least  SO  Iter  cent  wei;   (he  skins  (»f  female  seals.     I  have  als«)  examined 
the  skins  seized  Irom  the  Janus  llautiltnn  Iah-'is  in  the 
ymr  I8!H,  by  the  bMissian  ynnl)oat  MniU',  nnndieriny'   /,;'w;',:|j!n;;;i{,','" 
41<».  of  which  at  least  110  |»er  cent  were  the  skins  of  fe- 
male seals,  and  from  my  lonji'  observation  of  seals  and  seal  skins.  1  am 
able  to  tell  the  dilfcrence     etwoen  the  skin  of  a  nnde  and  the  skin  of  a 
female  seal. 

From  my  knowledju't'  of  the  a(|nati<'  habits  of  the  seal  and  the  ditti- 

eulty  of  accnrate  si tinu"  when  the  objeitt  is  in  the  water,  1  am  of  the 

opinion  that  a  lar<ie  inimber  of  seals  are  also  killed  i>y  vessels  engaged 
in  the  bnsiness  of  taking'  .<eals  in  the  open  seas,  which  wimtc  of  life 
are  not  eanjiht.  lam  nnable  to  form  any  estimate  of 
the  nnmber  of  seals  shot  or  speared  from  vessels,  which  are  lost,  bnl  in 
the  last  two  or  three  y*  ars  of  my  residence  at  St.  <ieor<;«'  Island,  in 
taking  lo,000  s<'als,  I  fonn<l,  approxinuitely,  ;{  pounds  of  lead,  in  the 
form  of  sings,  bnllets,  and  lMi;'ks!r>t,  whicli  I  persoimlly  took  from  the 
bodies  of  male  seals,  snnu'  of  wliich  were  so  badly  wounded  that  they 
wonld  have  died;  and  I  have  personally  examine<l  the  log  (tf  the 
schooner  A)i(i<l  lh>Uh\  in  wiiicli  it  was  statcMl  that  the  hnnters  from  that 
vessel  got  abont  one  seal  ont  of  every  ten  seals  shot  at;  also  that  on 
one  occasion  they  lired  L'oO  ronnds  and  got  UO  seals;  on  aiiolhfrr  occa- 
sion 1011  cartridges  and  got  (»  seals;  and  which  log  also  stated  that  the 
cai)tain  personally  shot  and  killed  7  seals  of  whicli  lie  got  only  one. 

Deponent  fnrtiier  says  that  he  thiidis  that  the  decreiise  in  the  num- 
ber of  seals  found  in  tlie  ro  ikeries  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
dead  pups  ai'e  eaiised  directly  by  the  open-sea  sealing  coininonly  ealled. 
l)oaeliing  and  that  tiie  i>r(»liil)ition  of  such  poaching  is 
necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the  herds,  and  that  ^Jy"^'^"""  '"'="■■ 
from  what  he  has  himself  seen  he  thinks,  if  such 
poa<!hing  be  not  prohibited  the  herds  will  \w  i»ractically  exterminated 
within  live  years.  One  cause  of  destruction  is  raiding, 
Avhich  has  been  done  ni»on  the  sIkuts  <»f  the  islaiuls. 
A  half  dozen  such  raids  are  known  to  me  |»e.isonally;  but,  wliiie  it  is 
not  i)08sdde  for  me  to  state  with  certainty  the  skins  actually  secured 
by  such  raids,  I  bidieve  that,  aitlnuxgh  such  raiding  is  detrimental,  it(* 
injurious  etfect  as  compared  with  the  disastrous  results  of  pelagic  seal- 
ing is  insignitieant. 

TjIOMAS   V.  .MOKOAN. 

Subsi-ribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  Ajiril,  is  H. 

[L.  S.j  SeVELLON   a.  l>K(t\VN, 

Xotary  Pnhlic  in  and/or  the  District  of  Columbia,  if.  H.  A. 
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DejtOHitioH  oj'ilohn  M.  .}[otiiiii,  lu/i  nt  ol'  the  lfssrr,s  dinl  Tnd.sKiy  «(/( iif  iin 
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IIAIUTS. 

Statk  of  CaFJI'OK'MA, 

('ifjl  oihI  Cnniitjf  It/  San  Fitiinhvi*.  us: 
.Idliii  M.  Morton.  li;ivii|o'  IxM'ii  <luly  swoni.  dcposrs  ;iu«l  snys:  I  nin 
TTnit»'(l  Stiit<'s  sliiiipin;-  coiniiiissioiH'r  at  Sun  I'mncisco.  Tlic  Alaska 
C(nniii('n-ial  ('oiii|kiii.v  ol)taiiic(l  tlic  Ic  tsc  of  tlic  seal  ishnuls  in  ISTO.  In 
llu' Tail  of  tliat  .v«'ar  I  went  to  Alaska  on  the  sti'aiiH-r 
('(iiistaul'niv  as  an  a{«(Mit  otsaid  company,  aiii\  injiiit  St. 
Paul  Island  in  October,  w  licrc  1  remained  nntil  tlic  close  (dtlie  sealing 
season  in  tin*  lollowin;;'  year.  Dnrinf;'  the  snmmer  «»r  ISTl*,  I  \  isited  all 
of  the  tradinji'  posts  of  tin'  company,  both  on  tiie  mainland  of  Alaska 
and  tin' various  islands,  thus  spending;  the  entire  summer  ii'  iJerinj'' Sea. 
This  trip  was  «'xtende<l  to  ('opi»er  and  ilerinfi'  islands,  belonjiiny  to  the 
Russians,  and  of  which  membci-s  of  the  Alaska  ("ommen-ial  Company 
had  control  at  that  time,  and  to  Peti'opanlo\-ski  in  Kamcl.-atka.  In 
the  ('(tnrse  of  our  voyaji'e  in  ISTU,  w<'  toin-hed  twice  at  tin-  seal  islands 
of  Alaska,  spendinj*-  there  altoi.';ether,  perhaps,  a  week  or  t'.'n  days, 
Duriij};' our  stay  at  St.  I'aul  this  year,  I  visite<l  (in  duly)  most  of  tin-, 
rookeries  and  hauling'  jfroundis  of  the  fur-seals. 

The  sumnuT  of  1S7;5  I  spent  on  St.  (leorj;*',  and  while  tln-re  my 
business  ••ailed  me  iVt-quently  to  tlu>  various  portions  of  the  island 
where  the  seals  were  accustomed  to  conjirejiate.  I  <lid  not  ;;(»  to 
Alaska  in  1.S74.  but  in  1S7."»  and  a/inin  in  isTti  1  went  ninth.  speiHlinj;' 
both  seasons  on  St.  Pan!  Isiand.  I  resifiiied  my  position  with  the 
Ahiska  Conunercial  <'omi»any  in  the  fall  of  187(i,  but  in  the  spring'  of 
1877  I  was  appointed  to  tli«'  po-^ition  of  Treasury  agent  at  the  seal 
ishiinls  (in  charge),  and  entei'eil  upon  the  discharge  of  my  ollicial  du- 
ties in  .May  «d'  that  year.  During  my  resiaence  o:i  the  island,  which, 
80  far  as  the  sealing  seasons  were  concerned,  inactically  covered  a 
period  of  eight  years  (from  1S70  to  187.S  iindnsive).  I  obtaiued  a  full 
knowledge  of  th«'  sealing  busines^s  in  its  various  blanches,  and  bei-ame 
familiar  with  all  of  the  grounds  occupied  by  the  fur  seals. 

1  was  at  all  times  greatly  interested  in  observing  the  movements  and 
habits  of  these  animals  and  scarcely  a  day  ])asse(l  that  1  did  not  visit 
one  o"  more  of  the  rookeries.  During  the  seasinis  of  1877  and  1-S7S, 
while  serving  in  the  capacity  of  special  Treasury  agent,  T  devoted  my 
best  attention  and  study  to  this  subject.  It  may  be  said  iu  the  start 
that  the  grounds  held  by  the  fur-seals  are  kiunvn  at  the  islands  as 
'•rookeries'' and  "hauling  grounds."  On  the  former 
Rook.riis iimi iiani  j,re  fouiul  the  breeding  seals,  viz,  the  full-grown  males 
tiouoi'.  not  less  than  six  years  ot  age,  and  lemales  ot  thrive 

years  old  and  ui>wards.  The  grounds  coininising  the 
rookeries  slope  ui»ward  from  the  sea  in  a  gradual  and  easy  manner,  and 
are  characterized  by  hard  dry  surfaces  of  vidcanic  cement  «u'  basaltic 
rock.  They  are  reatlily  accessible  from  the  water  and  possess  other 
favorable  eonditi(»ns  U)v  occupancy  by  the  seal  life. 
The  tirst  arrivalsof  seals  atthe  islands  usually  take  jdaceeiirly  in  May. 
These  are  of  the  class  of  large  bulls  which  occupy  posi- 
tions on  the  rookeries.  The  females,  as  a  class,  begin 
in  June,  and  by  the  middle  of  ^luly  the  whole  of  the  vast 
herd  may  be  said  to  have  arrived  and  established  itself. 
The  females  soon  after  their  arrival  give  birth  to  their 
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yninig  aiwl  nvo  liiiiitcil,  so  far  as  I  have  been  al)l<'  to  observe  IVoiii  loiij; 
iilhl  elose  observation  of  tlierookeriesdurili;;  llie  iHced     ,, 
iiiji  season,  to  a  snijil*'  '•  |uii>," 

The  stateineiit  thai   the  fill'  seal  may  l»ear  and  rear  its  yonnji;  at  sen 
;is  well  as  (»n  land  is.  in  my  opinion,  wiiolly  ;;'ral nitons. 
I  am  nnabh-  to  eoneeivt'  oi"  any  ;;roiind  whatever  upon   ^,|ij"iii;ii'  I'iiiinii.iH'H 
wiiieli   to  base  sneh   an    assertion.       \\  ln'ii    born    the 
"pnp"  is  an  e\ceedin;;ly  stnpid   aninud.  with   an  idtnormal  develop- 
nu'nt  of  head,  and  is  apparently  incapable  of  any  exertion.  e\eept   in 
the  way  of  exereisiii<«'  its  Inngs.     At  this  time  it  is  certainly  not  an  am 
philtions  aninnil.  for  it  does  not  attem]>t   to  approach  the  water  for  a 
month  oi'  two  after  its  birth,  ami  in  its  first   naiatorial  elforts  not  oidy 
does  it  seem  to  re<pnre  instrnction  from  the  older  seals,  bnt  (tonsidera- 
l>le  practice  is  also  necessary  in  tin*  shallow  waters 
alonji  the  ))eachcs  before  it  dares  to  ventnre  awa\  fnnn   ^Jj,'','"'    '"""'"-   '" 
the  shore  and   amonj^'  the  tnrbnient   waves  of  ilerin^' 
Sea.     in  my  opinion,  the  seal  ''pup"  when  its  first  introduction  to  the 
world  takes  place  at  sea  must  inevitaldy  perish.    Assumin*;-  that  it  mijiht 
float  on  the  surface  of  the  water  for  a  while,  what  is  to  lu'come  ot  it 
durinfi"  the  lon^i'  voyaj^es  the  mother  must  now  nndii^  in  search  of  nonr- 
ishnuMit  for  it  and  herself?     The  supposition  that  it  would  be  able  to 
aci'ompany  her  on  such  Journeys  is  equally  as  absurd  as  the  idea  of  its 
iM'iny-  left  iini)rotected  on  the  suiL'ii"()f  a  stormy  sea  while  awaitinj^ 
her  return. 

I  desire  also  to  exi)ress  my  belief  com-ernin;;-  the  seal  life  that  the  act 
of  copulation  can  not  be  suceess<"lly  performed  in   the 
watei'.     Those  who  have  witnt 

on  the  i()ok«'ries  must  coincide  with  such  opinion.  A 
firm  foundation  for  the  supptu't  of  the  uiimals,  which  the  ^iionnd  sup- 
plies, and  the  water  does  not,  is  indi-^pensable  to  oppose  the  pushinjn' 
motion  and  forceful  action  of  the  posteri(»r  ])arts  of  the  nude  which  In; 
exerts  duriny  coition.  The  eh)sest  observation  which  1  have  been  al)lu 
to  ,uive  to  the  movements  and  habits  of  the  seals  in  the  water  has  fur- 
nished no  evidi'uce  to  controvert  tin?  above  opinion. 

The  ruttin<>'  season  among  the  seals  coatiuues  through  the  months  of 
June  and  July  and  into  the  early  part  of  August,  ami   . 
ni)oii  its  vsubsnlence  the  rookery  bulls,  atter  their  long 
fasting  of  two  or  three  numths,  after  many  sanguinary  battles,  worn, 
starved,  and  emaciated,  return  to  the  water.     Y^ounger  males  now  make 
their  appearance  ou  the  rookeries,  coming  and  going  at  will;  and  now 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  "pups,"  "podded"  together  near 
the  beaches  or  plunging  and  rolling  in  the  surf,  may  be  seen.     Uy  tiio 
middle  of  September  the  systematic  organization  of  the  rookeri<'S  is 
entirely  broken  up,  and  the  major  part  of  the  seals  have  left  the  land. 
The  seal  life  seems  reluctant  to  depart  from  the  islands,    ,^j.  ^    ^  ^^^ 
and  does  not  entirely  disappear  befiu-e  December  or   '  '"'"' ""'' 
January;  while  indeed,  if  the  winter  be  an  open  and  mild  one,  some 
of  the  old  males  will  not  depart  at  all.    The  seals  are  undoubtedly 
driven  from  the  islands  by  the  severe  winter  climate  of  Bering  Sea 
and  the  necessity  of  seeking  food.     VV^ere  it  not  for  these  facts,  I  should 
be  unable  to  conceive  of  any  reason  for  their  migration. 

The  rookeries  are  covered  by  the  breeding  seals  in  a  very  com])act 


d  its  uccomi.iishment  „:irj!i;;ni,;i;,, "'" 


and  regular  manner.    There  is  no  evidence  of  crowd- 
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ing  or  bunching  in  one  place,  or  scattering  in  another,  .ookVius. 

and  apparently  no  spiaes  within  their  limits,  suitable 

for  occupancy,  which  are  not  covered.    It  is  evident  from  this  system- 
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atic  jirraiifjeineut  and  distribution  that  any  expansion  or  contraction 
wliicli  may  take  place  of  the  i-ookcry  boundaries  must  show  ii  cor- 
respondinj^'  iiu*rease  ov  diminution  of  their  po]udatien;  and  further, 
that  as  the  rookeries  enhirye  or  diminish  so  in  a  bke  ratio  will  the 
}:;eneral  body  of  the  seal  life  be  alfected.  l>y  earel'ul  and  intellijicnt 
study,  then,  of  the  breedinj;  }»Tounds,  any  material  clianjues  which  may 
take  ]»lace  from  year  to  year  in  the  niimerical  condition  of  the  seal  lift^ 
on  the  two  islai:  *s  may  be  determined.  1  may  state  that  the  sum  of 
my  observations  in  the  above  relation  on  the  IMibilolf  Ishmds  at  the 
ch»se  of  the  season  (»f  1S7S  clearly  indicated  that  since 
iJ','"''*"',''','!-!,'''*"''^''"   1S70   the  rookeries   had  increased    in   an  ai)ur«'ciable. 

18(0  and  18rH.  i    i     -i       .  i  ^i  •      •  i. 

manner,  and  I  may  a<l<i  that  such  was  tlie  o^irnion  ot 

everybody  on  the  islands  who  had  jiiven  the  subject  any  careful  study. 

Durinji'  the  years  1  have  mentioned,  to  wit,  from  1870  to  1.S7S.  inclusive, 

the  stock  of  killable  seals  was  always  more  than  sutMcieiit  to  meet  the 

annual  demands  made  upon  it  by  tlie  lessees  and  still  leave  in  reserve 

a  proper  supply  of  males  for  future  use  on  the  rot)keries. 

The  slaughter  of  aninnils  tor  their  skins  was  always  conducted  (!are- 

^  fully  and  systematically,  and  in  accordance  with  wise 

"^'  re}»ulations  lookinj;-  to  the  proper  protection  and  c<m- 

sei'vation  of  the  seal  life.    The  killin<>-  of  females  was  prohibited,  and, 

fortunately,  a  strict  adherence  to  the  law  in  this  respect  was  entirely 

practicable  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  "bachelors"  or  killable  seals 

occupy  positions  on  the  islands  separate  and  ai»art  from  tlie  breeding 

animals,  so  that  the  latter  were  never  disturbed  in  the  diove."    There 


Driving. 


were  often  driven  to  the  killing  grounds  at  the  same 


Fi'iiiiilcs  killoil  only 
by  lutidi'ut. 


tinu^  as  many  as  two  or  three  thousand  seals,  from 
which  were  selected  without  diHicidty  such  animals  as  were  suitable 
for  slaughter,  while  all  others  \vere  allowed  to  return  to 
the  water.     Females  might  occasionally  app<'ar  in  the 
drove,  but  their  ])resence  was  getM'ially  known  and 
none  were  killed  except  by  accident,  which  occurred  very  rarely. 
In  the  matter  of  driving,  grea^t  care  was  exercised  to  i>revent  over- 
heating and  exhaustion  on  the  road,  and  the  loss  of 
m'^s^nmr(iri\^ng*'''    J^i'imJils  iu  tliis  rcspcct  was  vcry  slight.     1  may  state 
here  that  1  have  never  seen  any  evidence  that  the  seals 
derived  any  nmterial  injury  from  their  overland  trip  to  tlie   killing 
grounds.    It  has,  [  believe,  been  claime4  by  sonu'  one  writing  on  the 
subject,  that  the  large  seals  which  have  been  thus  driven,  and  subse- 
quently in  the  culling-out  process  dismissed  from  the  herd  and  per- 
mitted to  return  to  the  water,  sutler  a  loss  of  virility  or  the  power  of 
procreation  by  their  journey.    8uch  statement  seems  to  me  to  be  puerile 
and  altogether  unworthy  of  serious  consideration.     As  1  have  said,  the 
driving  was  (huie  carefully  and  without  undue  haste,  and  while   an 
aninml  might  occasionally  succumb  to  the  heat  of  an  unusually  warm 
day,  as  a  rule  the  i»hysical  exertion  called  for  on  the  part  of  the  .seals 
On  these  enforced  Journeys  v,as  not  greater  than  they  customarily  put 
forth  in  their  v(duntary  ramblings  over  the  dunes  and  rocks  of  the 
islands.    Indeed,  the  nu>rtality  among  the  seal  life  fnun  whatsoever 
cause,  outside  of  that  incid«'nt  to  the  killing  of  the  animals  for  their 
skins,  was  always  surprisingly  snndl,  and  could  not  have  attected  the 
rookeries  in  any  appreciable  nuiniuT. 
The  seals  are  never  visited  by  i»hysical  disorders  of  any  kind,  so  far 
as  I  vimhl  asceitain,  and   I  have  never  seen  on   their 
■Mill  '"*'^'"*''  "'"""*''  bodies  any  blemishes,  humorii  or  eruptions  whie,h  might 
be  attributed  to  disease. 
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I  am  infonnod  that  '>t'  late  years  tliousaiuls  ofyounjjr  pupa  have  died 
on  the  ishiiuls  while  the  (season  was  in  inosiess.  Cer- 
tainly such  eondition  did  not  exist dminfj  my  resideiwe  ""  ''"''* 
on  tiie  Pribilof  group.  The  "pu|)s"  wer»,  sometimes  traini>led  upon 
by  the  larger  animals,  and  dead  ones  might  be  seen  here  ami  there  on 
the  rookeries  but  the  loss  in  this  particular  was  never  large  enough 
or  important  enough  to  cxcit*'  any  speeial  eomment. 

I  have  already  stated  that  my  personal  obsj'rvation  and  investiga- 
tion of  the  conditions  at  the  islaiuls  from  l.S7(>  to   1878,  inclusive, 
showed  that  (luring  those  years  a  steady  ('xpansion  of 
the  breeding  rookeries  took  phu-e.     1  am  also  informed 
and  believe  that  such  expansion  continued  up  to  the 
year  1881,'  ov  1883,    During  this  period  of  general  increase  it  is  notuble 
that  the  destruction  of  animals  from  pelagic  sealing  was  comparatively 
unimi)ortant.     But  a  few  vessels  up  to  this  time  lu>d 
made  predatory   excursions  in    Bering  Sea,  and  the 
number  of  seals  obtained  by  them  is  known  to  have 
been  small.     Since  1883,  however,  there  is  said  to  have  occurred  a  very 
material  diminution  of  the  seal  life  on  the   I'ribilof     jj^^^.^_ 
Islands,  due,  as  it  is  claimed,  to  a  large  and  indiscrimi- 
nate slaughter  of  these  animals  in  the  ''atcrs  of  Bering  Sea  an<l  the 
Pacitlc  Occiin.    The  cause  assignc<l  fctr  this  loss  is  un- 
doubtedly the  true  one.    If  uo  other  proof  wer«'  forth-  ,J,'i^'"«''  "•"■"'k  ti'« 
coming  in  relation  to  it  the  large  disi>lay  of  dei'.d  pups 
on  the  rookeries  wcmld  in  itself  fnrnish  all  the  evi.ience  re(piired.    Such 
diminution  c<mld  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  result  of  the  ordinary 
yearly  slaughter  for  skins.    It  is  shown  that  an  apju'Ci'iable  expansion 
of  the  rookeiies  took  jdace  after  twelve  t>r  fourteen  years   of  snch 
slaughter,  and  1  think  this  fact  conclusively  demonstrates  that  the 
number  of  seals  which  the  law  ])ermitted  to  be  killed  «'ach  year  was 
not  greater  than  the  known  conditions  of  the  seal's  life  would  safely 
warrant. 

The  business  of  pelagic  sealing,  if  jtermitted  to  be  carried  on  in  the 
northern  waters,  must  soon  result  in  the  exterminati(ui 
of  the  seal  life  and  the  destruction  of  a  great  and  val- 
uable industry.  It  nuist  produce  untohl  poverty  and 
distress  among  the  native  people  of  the  seal  islands, 
an<l  in  various  adverse  ways  att'ect  the  niaterial  inter- 
ests of  other  Alaska  settlements  and  communities. 

1  believe  the  American  (lovernment  to  bejustitied  in  assuming  and 
nuiintaining  the  absolute  luoiirietiu'shii)  of  the  Ameri- 
can  seals.    I  hey  niay,  I  thudv,  in  the  broad  sense  ot  the  siiij.  oi  mai«. 
Avord,  be  regarded  as  domestic  animals.    They  certainly 
possess  qualities  of  a  domestic  nature  which  are  susceptible  of  a  high 
degree  of  development.     During  the  tirst  two  or  three 
months  of  their  lives  they  are  as  gentle  and  docile  as  ^,.,,i^ 
most  domestic  animals.     They  may  be  handled  and 
petted,  will  accept  food  at  one's  hands,  can  be  taught  to  follow  one  from 
place  to  place,  and  in  variims  ways  are  amenable  to  intelligent  guidance 
and  training.     Even  at  mature  age  they  are  subject  to  as  much  con- 
trol as  are  sheep  or  cattle.    They  may  be  driven  here  and  there  at  will; 
may  be  separated  and  driven  together  again;  divi<led  into  groui)s  or 
"  pods,"  great  or  small,  or  be  herded  by  thousands  with  h»ss  effort  and 
trouble  than  bands  of  cattle  are  lierded  on  the  i>lains.     They  are  far 
from  possessing  that  excessive  timidity  which  has  been  popularly  at- 
tributed to  them.    They  soon  grow  accustomed  to  the  sight  of  man, 
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and  in  the  absence  of  offensive  ilenionslrjition  on  liis  part  quiclvly 
learn  to  regard  his  pr<>xiniit,v  witli  indifference.  At  no  time  can  they 
be  called  aggressive  animals,  bnt  if  suddenly  attacked  and  their  escape 

shut    off',   they  will    snap   and  bite  viciously.      Tiie 

rookery  bull  will  defend  his  harem  valiently,  and 
nothing  less  than  sujierior  i)hysical  force  on  the  i»art  of  his  adver- 
sary Ctan  dispossess  him.  To  test  his  «'ourage  in  this  respect  I  have 
occasionally  attacked  him  with  clubs  and  stones,  and,  though  his 
family  were  driven  oft"  or  deserted  him,  he  still  held  his  ground  and  siu-- 
cessfuUy  resisted  my  utmost  efforts  to  expel  him  from  the  rook«'ry. 
Upon  their  return  to  the  islands  in  the  sirring  the  seals  api)roach  the 

land  conttdently  and  their  oc<!upancy  of  the  rookeries 
^^Buiu  return  to  same  j^  i-egular  and  systcmatii'.    That  the  male  seal  returns 

year  by  year  to  the  same  familiar  spot  or  ground  on 
the  rookeries,  when  it  is  possible  for  him  to  do  so,  appears  to  be  prob- 
able. I  have  seen  this  fact  demonstrated  in  certain  instances  without 
any  possibility  of  error;  and  when  this  is  considered,  and  his  well- 
known  systematic  and  methodic  habits  are  taken  into  consideration, 
the  theory  that  such  is  tlie  prevailing  i)ractice,  at  least  among  the 
rookery  bulls,  seems  a  most  natural  and  plausible  one. 

It  is  now  well  establisl:ed  t]l;,^,  outside  of  the  Pribilof  group,  there 

are  no  other  islands  or  grounds  in  northwest  America 
oiuhe*i8iamis"''  ""'^   wliere  the  seals  haul  up  for  breeding  purposes.    These 

islands  are  their  iu\tural  and  permanent  home,  without 
which  they  could  not  exist.  They  leave  it  only  when  necessity  demands 
and  return  to  it  as  soon  as  the  climatic  conditions  make  it  possible  for 
them  to  do  so.  Here  they  find  that  protection  and  su])ervision  indis- 
pensable to  the  reproduction  of  their  kind  and  the  multiplication  of 
their  numbers. 

During  my  residence  on  the  islands  the  native  inhabitants  were  jn'os- 

perous  and  contented.  The  profits  resulting  from  the 
lives"''"""  °'  ""    J'^^or  of  killing  the  seals  and  salting  and  shipping  the 

skins  were  not  only  ample  to  supply  them  with  the 
needs  of  life,  but  with  many  of  its  luxuries.  Those  who  were  careful 
and  provident  in  the  matter  of  their  earnings  were  enabled  to  and  <lid 
deposit  some  portion  each  yt^arof  the  same  with  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company  or  in  the  banks  of  San  Francisco. 

The  company  furnished  to  each  native  family,  without  charge,  a  com- 
fortable frame  dwelling,  employed  a  physician  on  each  island,  and  su])- 
plied  medicines  and  medical  attendance  gratuitously.  It  may  be  said, 
perhaps,  that  it  was  plainly  in  the  interest  of  the  com])any  to  faithfully 
carry  out  all  of  its  obligations  designated  or  implied  by  the  ternr'  ot  its 
lease.  Such  was  undoubtedly  the  fact,  but,  in  Justice  to  the  lessees, 
it  should  be  stated  that  they  always  interpreted  their  contracts  in  a 
most  liberal  spirit,  and  in  many  ways  exceeded  their  obligations  as  far 
as  their  treatment  of  the  native  people  was  concerned. 

J.   M.   MOUTON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me*  this  11th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  181)2. 
[l.  s.]  Clement  BENiNETi', 

Notary  rubliv. 
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lUirl  in  tin*  a1)s(M!ct'  of  ofl'ciisiNc  (i<'iii<tiis1i;if ioxi  on  liis  |)iirt  (|iii('1;1y 
l«ani  to  icjiiinl  lii>  pio.viiiiitA  witli  iiidillcn'iMf  At  no  time  c;iii  tln-y 
Ix'  ('iilled  rt^jiivssivt-  iiiiiiiiMls,  Imt  if  suddenly  iiti;H'k«^<i  iiiid  their  escape 

slmt     otV.    (liey  will     snap    and    iiili'  vieiutisly.      Tlie 

i(tol<<'r\  hull  will  dcreiid  Ids  lu'Vi'in  valifntly,  and 
notliiii^  less  tlian  suiierior  [)liysical  tbrce  oji  the  part  of  his  adver- 
sai'y  « an  disjiossess  him.  'Potest  his  cum  a  tie  in  this  respect  I  have 
oc<asionallv  attacked  him  wilh  dnlts  and  stones,  and,  thoiiyli  his 
family  were  dri\en  otTor  descried  him.  he  still  held  his':r(»ninl  and  suc- 
••esstnllv  resisted  my  ill  most  etl'orts  toevitel  him  from  the  rookery. 
Ljion  their  return  to  the  islands  m  the  spring'  the  seals  approach  the 

lainl  cordideiifh  and  t  heir  occnpancv  of  thr  rnokeries 
H,,!?""* '"'"'" ^'""""  i'-^  ivU'iiiar  and  systematic     That  the  nnde  seal  returns 

year  by  year  to  the  same  familiar  spot  or  j;ronnd  on 
the  rookeries,  when  it  is  ]>ossil)lc  for  him  to  do  s<p.  ap[)eai's  to  )vc  pntb- 
able.  i  imve  seon  this  lact  deiMonstr.ite<l  in  certain  iiistaiu'cs  without 
any  possibility  of  error;  ami  wiu'it  this  is  considered,  and  his  well- 
known  systematic  atnl  methodic  haliits  aie  t;iken  into  con>ideriition, 
the  theory  that  siu'h  is  the  incvailinj;'  |>racticc,  at  least  amonj;  the 
rookery  bulls,  seemsa  most  natnial  ami  plausible  one. 

Lt  is  iu)w  w(>ll  establis!  ed  th;.I,  outside  of  the  Pribilof  yrouj).  there 

are  no  otlier  isl;ind>  or  liiounds  in    noi  thwest  .\merica 


,iU  till 


sUhiiN 


win-re  the  seals  luiul  U[)  for  brcedinji'  pnrixtses.  These 
islainls  aie  their  natural  ami  porinauent  home,  without 
Avhieh  they  could  iH)t exist,  'i'i.ey  lejive  itonly  when  necessity  demamls 
and  teturn  to  it  as  soon  as  (h<'  <  limatic  conditions  make  it  possible  for 
them  to  do  so.  Here  they  liml  that  i)rote;ti(Ui  an<l  supervision  nidis- 
pet.sable  to  the  repnjdnetictn  of  their  kind  and  the  n)ulti|>lication  of 
thcii  numbers. 

Dnrinji'  my  residence  on  lie'  islamls  ihe  imli'.e  inhabitants  were  pros- 
pcioiis  and  ei^ntented.  The  jirolits  residtin,^'  from  the 
labor  of  kii  iiifj  the  seals  ami  -altin;;  and  shi]ii»injj:  the 
skins  were  not  only  ample  t(»  Mipi>I,\  tliem  with  the 
lu'cds  of  life,  but  with  niauj'  of  its  luNuries.  Th.)se  who  were  careful 
ami  provident  in  the  imitter  of  tiu'ir  earnings  were  eimbled  to  and  did 
de]»osit  some  porti(ni  eacli  year  of  the  snine  with  the  Alaska  Commercial 
<  'om]»any  or  in  tin-  baidvs  of  .San  Francisc<>. 

The  company  furnished  t(»  each  imli\e  faad!.>,  without  charge,  a  com- 
fortable Iranu'  dwelling,  employed  a  ph.\si<jaii  on  each  islami.  ami  sup- 
plied medicbies  aud  nu'dical  attendance  gratuit.iasly.  It  may  be  said, 
pv;haps,  that  it  vsas  plaiidy  in  i  he  interest  of  il:.-  conipanv  to  laithfully 
eariry  out  al!  of  its  oitligalionsdcsigjuited  or  implied  by  tin  terms  ol  its 


('iiiiiiiliiin    oi  .  Ill 
tivea 
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Such  was  (indodbtedlv  the  fact,  but,  in   in>!i>-e   l<>  the   lessi-'e 


il  ■*l«ouht  be  staled  that  they  always  interpreted  then' cmdracis  in  a 
moi*r  li(>ei  d  spnit,  atnl  in  nniny  ways  e.vc-eeded  their  *)bligations  as  tar 
as  their  t.-entiiieiit  of  the  native  peo|>le  was  concerned. 

.1.    M,    -MoWTdN. 

Siibsevibed  uud  sworu  to  before  nie*thi.s  11th  day  of  May,  A.  1).  IS'L'. 


[L.  S.J 
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Deposition  of  Jacob  H.  MonUoii,  asfiisttint  Tmasnry  (t(je)itoii  ihc  Vrihilof 

Islanils. 

manaoemknt,  habits,  and  i'elagio  sealing. 

District  of  Cohmhia, 

Cifj/  of  Wdslii lit/ton,  ss: 
Jacob  H.  MiMilton,  of  Howdoiiiliain.  Mv.,  hcinj?  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  Siiys:  1  am  ">!»  yrais  of  a;;**,  and  my  occupation  is 
farmiii^i'.     Fnnn    1.S77   to    1885    I    was  first  assistant      Kxpirit^nee. 
Treasury  aj;'cnt  on  the  seal  islands.     I  arrived  on  St. 
(leorye  island  .May  21,  1877,  and  left  tlie  islands  in  the  fall  of  LS84.    I 
spent  four  summers  on   St.  (leorge  Island,  and  one  winter,  from  1877 
lo  1881,  and  four  summers  and  four  winters  on  St.  I'aul  Island,  from 
18S1  to  1884.     Each  season  I  made  t-areful  examination  of  the  rookeries 
on  tlie  island  where  I  then  was  located,  in  connection  with  my  otticial 
duti«'s,  and  1  also  made  sctme  stiidy  of  the  life  and  lialtits  of  the  seal. 
While  I  was  on  St.  Gec^'u'e  Island  tiiere  was  a  i)ei'cei>ti- 

1  lie t'C'i SI'      o  II      n  Xi 

ble  in<'rease  in  the  number  of  seals,  there  beings  more  (i.oii;.' isiami  iVoni 
in  1881  than  at  anytime  previous  while  1  was  there,   "*""'i'"'i- 
While  on  St.  Paul  Island  I  do  not  think  the  nund)er  of  seals  increased, 
and  in  the  last  year  (1884)  1  think  there  was  a  slight     ,,  ^.  „   , 

decrease.     I3uriny'  these  years  there  was  always  a  suf-   isiiUHiiii  ihh».  sum- 
ticieney  of  male  seals  for  breeding:  purposes,  and  in  'ii"'y'>f  i>iiiis. 
every  year  I  saw  great  nund)ers  of  idle,  vigorous  bulls  about  and  back 
of  the  bleeding  grounds,  which  were  unable  to  obtain  females. 

I  believe  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  even  appruxinnitely  estimate 
the  nundter  of  seals  which  resort  to  these  islands.     1      ,         , ,    .      .. 
do  not  mean  that  it  is  impossible  to  measure  tiie  breed-   mate  number  ..f  seals 
iiig  rookeries,  for  that  can  be  done  by  the  use  of  sur-  •''■'""•' '"k  '"  i«ii'n'i»- 
veyors' instruments  with  practical  accuracy,  but  aftei-  the  measurements 
are  made,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  number  of  seals  contained  iu 
these  areas,  the  ground  being  covered  with  br(>ken  rocks  of  all  sizes, 
some  weighing  over  a  ton,  between  which  the  seals  lie,  so  that  where 
the  large  rocks  are  not  so  thick  there  will  be  a  greater  number  of  seals; 
thus  all  over  the  rookeries  the  density  of  seal  life  vaii«'s,  and  besides 
this  the  seals  are  constantly  in  motion,  the  females  coming  from  and 
going  to  the  water.    I  do  not  believe  any  estimate  of  tiie  number  of 
seals  on  the  islands  heretofore  made  can  be  relied  up(ni  at  ail,  as  there 
may  in  reality  be  twice  as  many  seals  as  estimated,  or  half  as  many. 
But  it  is  i>ossible  to  determine  bv  close  observation      ,..,,, 
from  year  to  year  whether  the  seals  are  iiicreasnig  or  minv  an  inci-.a«i<  or 
decreasing,  because  the  seals  crowd  together  in  the  ''''"■'■■ih''- 
same  manner,  whether  there  ire  a  few  <»r  a  great  number,  and  as  they 
increase  the  rookeries  necessarily  extend. 

While  on  St.  (.leorge  Island  there  were  luactically  no  dead  jmps  on 
the  rookeries.     I  do  not  think  I  saw  during  any  one 
season  more  tiian  a  dozen.     Ou  St.  Paul  Island  I  never        ""  ''"''''■ 
saw  any  dead  pups  to  amount  to  anything  until  1884,  and  then  the 
number  was  (piite  noticeable.     Tiiese  latter  pups  I  examined,  and  they 
seemed  to  be  very  much  emaciated.     In  my  opinion  they  died  of  starva- 
tion, caused  by  the  motln^rs  having  l»een  shot  while  absent  from  the 
islands  feeding.      Another  cause  of  their  starving  is 
because  a  cow  nd'uses  to  give  suck  to  any  pup  but  her  .n'n'T,"!""''*""'-^ '"'" 
own,  and  she  rec(»gni/.es  her  otts|M-ing  by  its  cry,  dis- 
tinguishing its  voice  from  that  of  hundreds  of  others  which  are  con- 
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stantly  bloating.  The  pup,  however,  seems  to  iiinke  no  flistiuction 
between  t\\v  cowa,  einleavorin};  to  nurse  from  any  which  coiiie  near  it. 
Then,  too,  a  pup  is  not  weaned  till  it  is  tour  or  more  months  old, 

dejiendinj;  entii'i'lv  on  its  mother  for  sustenance.  For 
i„Jl'^..y."'.'.V*-'  ''"''  "  tlie  first  six  or  cijiiit  weeks  of  its  life  a  pup  is  a  land 

animal,  having  a  coarse  hair,  but  no  tur.  Ihis  <*oai'se 
hair  is  shed  before  the  fur  appears.  A  pup  is  also  unable  to  swim,  and 
I  have  seen  pui)s  thrown  in  the  water  when  their  heads  woiiNl  imme- 
dhitely  go  uiuler  and  they  would   inevitably  drown  if  not  rescued. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  seal  born  in  the  water  wonhl 
^^ivi.:«if  birth  iiii]>oB-  jit  oiice  pei'ish.    Auothcr  poiut  that  shows  a  pup  is  a 

land  animal  during  the  first  w»'eks  of  its  «'.\isteiice  is 

that  it  uses  its  hind  tlipjiers  as  feet,  rnnniiig  on  them  in  much  the  siime 

manner  as  otljer  land  animals,  Miiile  a  seal  that  has  learne<l  to  swim 

drags  his  hind  flippers,  using  his  front  flippers  to  i)ull  himself  along. 

While  on  the  islands  I  observe<l  with  great  care  flic  manner  of  driving 

,    .ikiir  '   and  handling  the  j'oiing  male  seals  allowed  by  law  to 

r  rng  »n.    i  inj;.  j^^,  killed  for  their  skins,  and  I  am  convinced  the  ineth- 

ods  now  in  use  on  the  islands  can  not  be  improved  upon,  and  especially 

because  all  the  driving  is  done  by  the  natives,  who  from  generation  to 

generation  have  made  this  their  only  business,  being  trained  up  to  it 

from  boyhood.     Every  precaution  is  taken  in  driving  not  to  overheat  or 

weary  the  seals,  frequent  rests  being  had,  and  a  "drive"  never  being 

undertaken  when  the  sun  was  shining;  if  the  sun  came  out  unex]>ect- 

edly  during  a  "drive,"  the  animals  were  at  <mceall<)w»'d  to  return  to  the 

water.    No  female  is  ever  killed,  .and  it  is  very  seldom 
never  a  female  is  di'ivcn.    Very  few  seals  die  during  a  "drive," 

amounting  to  a  very  small  fraction  of  1  per  cent  of 
those  driven,  and  in  nine  eases  out  often  of  those  accidentally  killed  in 
this  way  the  skins  are  saved.  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  a  seal  being  in- 
jured seriously  by  driving  or  redriving.  I  have  seen  the  hind  flippers  in 
a  few  instances  a  little  sore,  but  never  in  all  my  experience  have  I  seen 
an  old  soic  on  a  seal.  I  am  positive  the  reprodu(;tive  organs  of  every 
one  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  seals  1  have  seen  driven  were  un- 
injured by  their  movements  on  land,  and  I  am  further  ccmvinced  this 
must  be  so  from  the  fact  that  a  seal  when  moving  on  land  raises  himself 
slightly  on  the  bind  flippers,  so  that  his  reproductive  organs  are  clear 
.  of  the  ground.     Even  if  a  seal  was  driven  twelve  suc- 

e  ruing-  ccssivc  days  for  the  average  distance  between  a  hauling 

ground  and  a  killing  ground,  I  do  not  believe  its  virility  would  be  at  all 
impaired. 

While  I  was  on  the  islands  I  am  convinced  that  the  iiropagation  of 
seal  life  was  never  affected  in  the  slightest  degree  by  redriving  or 
overdriving.    The  killing  grounds  were  near  the  water,  so  that  the 

seals  let  go  from  the  killing  could  easily  return  to  that 
groumu!"'  "^  '''"'"'^  element,  and  these  killing  grounds  were  established  as 

near  the  hauling  grounds  as  it  was  possible  to  do, 
without  having  the  odor  from  the  carcasses  disturb  the  breeding  seals. 
Teams  and  boats  were  also  used  to  transport  the  skins  to  the  salt 
houses,  so  that  the  killing  grounds  could  be  located  much  nearer  the 
hauling  grounds  than  before  this  meansof  transportation  was  provided. 
^^  There  were  only,  as  I  recollect,  four  raids  on  the  islands 

while  I  was  there;  but  little  or  no  damage  was  done, 
and  seal  life  was  not  perceptibly  affected  by  such  maurauding.  I 
believe,  to  avoid  certain  exteriaiuatiou  of  the  Pribilof  seal  herd  in  the 
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iioiir  fiitnro,  tliiit  ihvy  iiiiist  be  iiiMtcctcd  in  l>('rin,u'  Scji  iiiul  in  tlu> North 

Piicillf  Oci'aii.     IN'lii;;i«',  s«'iiliii;i  must  1m'  iiUsnIiitcl.v  pro- 

liil)it('<l,  hccansr  the  niii.jc.rity  of  srals  Idllcd  in  tliis  way  j;;;''''''"'""    "'■"" 

ar«'  in<'j;nant  or  niillvinj;  Icnialfs,  an<l  tliis  is  rcrtain  to 

cause  extinction  of  the  species  very  soon,  if  continued.     If  jtehij-icseal- 

in;^'  is  stopped,  and  tlie  present  re;;uIations  enferccd  on  the  islands,  the 

seal  lierd  wJil  slowly   but  surely  increase  ajiain,  as  they  did  l>ef<»re 

pelaj-ic  sealing'  had  grown  t(»  such  proportions  as  \i>  all'ect  seal  life. 

J.  J  I.  Men  LTON. 

Sidtscrihed  and  sworn  to  hefore  me,  a  notary  ])nl»lic  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Cokimbia,  U.  fc>.  A.,  this  IGth  day  of  April,  ISIH'. 

[L.  S.J  isEVELLO.N   A.  JiKOWN. 
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Dej)osition  of  Joseph  Murray,  Treastiry  nffcnt  on  the  VrihUof  Islands. 

DECKEASE  OF  HERD. 

Joseph  ^rurray,  heiiig  <luly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  atFoit 
Collins,  <'olo.:  i  am  41)  vears  of  age,  and  I  am  the  first 
assistant  spocnd  agent  at  the  seal  islands  in  IJering 
Sea.  That  inimrsuance(tf  ])epartment  instructions  to  me,  dated  April 
L'O,  18Si>,  I  i»roceeded  to  the  seal  islands  and  landed  on  St.  (Icorge 
Island  .May  .■»1,  18S1».  That  I  had  charge  of  that  island  until  .Inly  1, 
ISDO,  and  1  was  present  during  the  wlude  of  two  sealing  seasons  on  the 
island  of  St.  George. 

That  my  attention  was  called  tct  the  decrease  of  seals  and  the  deple^ 
tion  of  the  rooki'ries  at  an  early  date  after  my  arrival, 
and  that  1  attempted  to  study  the  habits  and  conditions 
and  to  iKtte  the  numbers  of  seal  (»n  the  several  rookeries  and  hauling 
grounds,  and  that  the  natives  and  emi»loyes  (»f  the  Alaska  ('ommential 
Company  were  unanimous  in  their  opinions  that  the  seal  had  been  de- 
creasing steadily  and  rapidly  since  1884,  and  I  reported  the  fact  to 
Agent  (i<»ff,  who  had  found  similar  conditions  existing 
on  St.  Paul,  ami  he  so  rei)orted  to  the  Department  and  ,i,^l'Kl';;U';S^^^^^ 
suggested  that  not  more  than  (•(>,(»((()  seals  shouhl  be 
taken  in  any  one  season  in  future. 

In  pursuance  of  instructions  from  Agent  (loft"  I  left  St.  iicorge  Island 
on  the  U)th  of  ,Iuly,  18«K»,  and  landed  on  St.  I'aiil  Island  on  the  L'Oth  of 
the  same  month,  and  remained  there  until  August,  1 8'.>1.     During  the 
month  of   -July,   18{)(),  I    walked    over    the    rookt'ries 
and  hauling  grcmnds  of  St.  Paul  Island  and  Agent      niminuiir.i  an'ii  of 

Ci     ii-         •    J.     1  i    i  ii         !•  i.  1   •    1     •      i-  i()(ik(  TICS  on  St.  Paul 

lOiT  ]tointed  out  to  me  the  lines  to  which  in  tormer   isiau.i. 

years  the  seals  hanlcfl  and  the  large  areas  which  they 

covered;  and  then  he  called  my  attention  to  the  small  strip  covered  by 

seals  on  that  date,  wluch  was  smaller  than  the  year  i)revi(ms. 

Agent  (Jott"  stopped  the  killing  of  seals  by  the  lessees  on  and  after 
theL'Oth  of  .Inly,  1800,  because  of  the  dei>leted  condi- 
tion of  the  hauling  gnmnds;  and  1  fiillv  concurred  in  Killing  by  i.ssee* 
his  (uder  and  action.  I  spent  the  sealing  season  of 
1891  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  pursuant  to  instructions  of  Agent  Williams, 
I  gave  my  time  and  special  attention  to  the  study  of  the  condition  ot* 
the  rookeries,  both  the  breeding  and  grounds.  I  visited  the  rookerie.s 
daily  tioiu  the  7th  to  the  21id  of  July — during  the  period  when  the  rook- 
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nifts  siro  fnllost  mul  at  their  besf — iuul  I  i'lirofnlly  noted  tlioir  condition 
and  the  nuiuhci' ofsoiils;  tin*  number  of  eowa  to  the  fiiniily,  and  the 
number  of  idle,  vijiurous  bulls  upon  eaeli  rookery. 

From  tlie  e.\i>erienee  ;;ained  and  observations  nnide   durinj;'  tliree 
killing  seasons,  from  tiie  information  ^jleaned  from  men  who  liave  de- 
voted their  lives  t<»  the  practical  side  ot  the  seal  (|uestion,  and  from  tli(! 
books  and  reports  in  the  (Jovernnu'iit  otlices  on  the  islands,  I  am  able 
_        „ ,    ,  to  say  tlnit,  in  mv  opinion,  there  is  only  one  ureat  cause 

ot  the  decrease  ot  the  tiir  seal,  and  that  is  tlie  kniing  ol 
the  females  by  pelagic  Inmting.  During  m.v  observations  in  l.S!K»,  I  was 
led  to  believe  tlnit  the  (h'ttrease  was  i)artly  due  to  tlie  la<'k  of  bulls  on 
the  bree<ling"  rookeiies,  and  I  so  repoi'ted  to  Agent  (lotf;  but  after 
thoroughly  investigating  the  sid>iect  the  next  y»'ar  by  daily  visits  to 
thebrei'ding  grounds  of  the  several  rookeries,  where  I  saw  nearly  every 
cow  with  a  pup  by  her  side;  and  hundreds  of  vigorous  bulls  without 
..    ,.,  „     anv  cows,  1  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no 

No  8('«rcitv  01  bulls.    .      '  .i     •       Ji       ii  t  j.\      j.  -j.  ^i  xi     ^ 

truth  ni  tlie  theory,  and  that  it  was  the  cows  that  were 
scarce  and  steadily  decireasing.     Had  I  had  a  doubt,  it  vvoiihl  have 

been  dispelled  when  I  was  informed  that  the  combined 
out  of  soa!"    "■'"''"^^''  Heets  had  warned  ninety-one  poaching  schooners  (ait 

of  IJering  Sea  before  August  -o,  18{>1,  and  that  each 
of  the  schooners  had  sealskins  on  board,  Avhi<'li,   in  the  aggregate, 

numbered  about  .'iO,0()(>,  of  which  IK)  i)cr  cent   were 

On  the  UHh  of  August,  1891,  1 

saw  the  ytaing  pups  lying  dead  upon  the  rookeries  of 
St.  Paul,  and  I  estimated  their  number  to  be  not  less  than  .'}0,00(>;  and 

they  had  died  from  starvation,  their  mothers  having 

been  killed  at  the  feeding  grounds  by  i)elagic  hunt<'rs. 

Joseph  Mukuav. 

District  of  Columbia, 

CHy  of  Wanhivgton,  ss: 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  19th  day  of  jNIarch,  1892. 

Chas.  L.  Hughes, 

Notary  Vuhlic. 


Ninety  per  iciit  of    ^  i  ^      i        ±>         i 

skins  on  ipoaid  fe    touud  to  be  teiiiales 

males. 


Dead  puxis. 


Deposition  of  S.  R.  Ifettlcton,  Treasury  agent  on  the  rribilof  Islands. 
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HABITS;   PELAGIC   SEALING. 

S.  R.  Nettleton, being  thsi  duly  sworn,  deposes  as  follows:  My  place 
of  residence  since  3Iay,  1891,  has  been  Seattle,  Washington.  For  a  period 
of  nineteen  years  [)rior  to  that  date  1  was  a  resitlent  of  the  State 
of  Minnesota.  .My  occupaticm  was  that  of  a  real  estate  and  invest- 
ment broker.  In  the  autumn  of  J8S9  I  Mcnt  to  the  island  of  St.  Paul, 
one  of  the  Pribilof  group,  as  a  sp.'cial  agent  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
inent.  In  August,  189(>,  1  returned  to  the  States  and  stayed  until  the 
spring  of  1891,  when  1  returned  to  said  island  of  St.  Paul.  I  remained 
tiiere  during  the  months  of  June  and  July  of  that  year,  and  was 
then  transferred  to  the  island  of  St.  George,  where  I  remained  until 
June,  1892. 

In  discharge  of  my  duties  as  Treasury  agent  I  made  such  observa- 
,,  _  tions  as  could  be  taken   from  the  breeding  rookeries 

xpiuLncc.  _^^^^^  hauling  grounds  on  tiie  islands,  ami  in  the  waters 

immediately  adjacent  thereto,  and  which  enable  me  to  make  the  follow- 
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itiff  sfiifotnciitofriicts;  and  fVom  pTSMii-il  observation  as  well  as  iiMorma- 
tioii  ici'civcd  tV.dii  tlic  native  inliai)itaiits  of  said  islands,  and  wliite 
men  resident  tlieieon,  I  have  formed  tlio  opinions  lien'in  expressed, 
based  npon  information  and  belief: 

'I'iie  Pribilot  Islands,  l>y  reason  of  tiieir  isolated  location,  cool  and 
linmid  elimate.  lockv  shores,  and   the  fo;>'  wliieli   pre- 
vails from  early  spiin-'  until  late  autumn,  are  pecidiarly   i,,';',;.'";''''  ''■'''''''''""'■ 
well  litted  to  be  the  lionM'  of  the  fur-seal. 

I  do  not  know  by  what  instinct  they  were  led  t(»  this  lemote  re^iiou  to 
which  they  yearly  return.     The  bulls  be;;in  to  ariive      Anivaioii.iiiis 
upon  the  lcr«'ediiiy  r(»okeries  about  the  1st  to  the  lOth 
of  May;  they  then  select  their  locations,  which  they  hold  durin;^'  the 
season.     Durin;;  tlu'  latter  part  of  dune  and  the  early  part  of  duly  the 
cows  lM'"in  TO  arrive  heavvwith  vonny',  of  which  they      ,    .    ,  .. 
are    delivered,   usually,  torty-ei<;ht   hours  attei'   their 
arrival.     In  about  the  same  leiijith  of  time  after  the  birth  of  their  one 
pup  they  have  coition  with  the  male,  upon  the  rookeries,  and  then 
return  to  the  water  to  feed.     The  bull — tlu' lord  of  the     , ., 
harem — remains  on  the  roiucery  duriiif;'  the  entire  sea- 
son of  about  four  months,  ])rotectin;>'  the  yoiiii};'  and  preventin;;'  the 
invasion  of  his  domain  by  neijihborin^jf  bulls  and  from   the  yitun^i'  and 
vifi«Mous  baclielors  who  have  not  yet  leached  the  a<;'e  and  ccunlition  of 
streiiiith  to  enabh'  them  to  co) »'  successfully  with  the  older  males,  who, 
by  reason  of  their  sui>erior  stren;;'th,  are  able  to  hold  their  position 
aji'ainst  all  comers. 

J^urinj;  my  stay  (m  the  islands  I  have  never  seen  a  time  durinji'  the 
breeding'  season  when  there  has  not  been  a  number  of      „  „     . 
Iarj;e,  viji'orous  youn<>'  bulls  han^iu^  abcnit  the  borders 
of  the  rookeries  watching  for  an  opportunity  to  get  a  [)ositi(Mi  of  their 
own. 

The  pup  when  born  is  as  helidess  as  a  newbcn-n   lamb,  and  as  iiM-a- 
])able  of  living  upon  the  water.     It  is  not  until  si.\  or 
eight  weeks  old  that  the  pup  of  the  fur-seal  can  swim.   ,„'|i;,'"  '''^""'"'   '" 
At  that  age  they  tbnn  themselves  into  "itods"  and 
work   tlM'iuselves   (h)wn   to   the   wab'r's  edge;   after  several  days   of 
repeated  trials  and  faihires  they  tlnall.v  learn  to  swim. 

Jf  for  any  reason  the  cow  should  not  be  able  to  reach  the  rookery 
in  time  to  give  birth  to  her  pup,  and  it  should  be  born 
in  the  water  the  puj)  wonUl  of  necessity  be  drowiu>d.   y;}^^^^^^  ""*  '""■°  ^° 
If,  as  is  often  the  ease,  a  pup  should  be  swept  from  the 
rockery  into  the  surf  before  it  had  learned  to  swim,  it  woidd  be  drowned. 
Jilvery  season  young  pups  in  more  or  less  numbers  are  thus  drowned. 

Iteferring  to  the  (question  as  to  whether  pelagic  coition  is  possible 
I  have  to  say  that  I  have  never  seen  it  attempted.  l>ut 
from  my  observations  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  „.i^",.    '•"'"i"'«    '' 
that  pelagic  cctition  is  a  ])hysical  imjjossibility. 

Upon  my  tirst  visit  to  the  rookeries  and  hauling  grounds  of  the  island 
of  St.  Paul,  my  attention  was  attracted  to  the  evidences  of  recent  and 
remote  occup  incy  by  the  seals.  Marked  ditierences  were  noticeable  in 
the  ai)pearance  of  vegetation  on  large  areas  formerly  oceujtied  as  breed- 
ing and  hauling  gnuinds,  while  near  the  water's  edge,  more  recently 
occupied,  th«'  ground  was  entirely  bare  of  vegetation.  enai»ling  one  to 
trace  the  gradual  decrease  of  areas  occui)ied  durinn'  ,^ 
the  last  six  to  eight  years.  .My  examination  of  the 
rookeries  on  8t.  Paul  and  St.  (le(Mge  during  the  years  bSlMl-'iH  and 
1892  enabled  me  to  trace  the  yearly  decreasing  area  oecuj>ied  by  the 
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fur  seals  oil  tlu'si'  isliiiuls.  Aside  IriMii  tlic  I'vidniccs  oi"  (Icsj'i'tcd  nxtk- 
(M'ics  and  hauling'  ;;'!'i)iiiids  shown  l>y  tin*  };i'ouiids  lli<'iiis(>lv('s,  I  was 
shown  by  native  inlialntants  of  each  island  the  <>i'oiind.s  tteeiipietl  in 
foiinei'  years  now  deserted  and  ;jiass  ;;iown.  The  silent  witness  oftlic 
deserted  rookerii's  hears  out  tiie  testiinoiiv  of  the  lesi- 


dent  a^i'eiits  ot  the  h'ss«'es  ot  the  ishinds.  and  ol  the  na- 
tive iiihahitants  of  the  islands,  that  the  iiiiinher  of  s(>alson  the  islands 
l)e;;an  to  deeicasj'  with  the  advent  of  pela^iie  sealinji,  and  that  the 
yearly  decrease  has  been  in  |»roi)orlion  with  the  yearly  increase  in  the 
number  of  vessels  «'iij:a}'ed  in  that  eiiteiprise. 
The  result  of  my  oliservations  of  the  methods  of  driviii}''  the  seals 
from  the  lianliii;;'  <;i'oiiiids  to  the  killiiiji;  }>'roiinds  is  that 
a  very  small   fra<'tion  of  1   i»er  cent   of  the  seals  di( 


Driving;. 


KaiilH  iiiiliiiporliiiit. 


from  being;  overdriven  or  from  beinj;'  overheated  in  drivin;^'.  I'-roin 
my  jtersonal  knowledf;e  of  the  number  of  seals  killed  upon  the  I'ribilof 
Islands  by  raids  upon  the  rookeries  durinj^'  uiy  resi- 
dence there,  and  from  information  (gained  tlirou^h  other 
sources,  1  eoncludethat  the  nnniber  of  fur  seals  killed  isintinitely  small 
compared  with  the  number  killed  in  pelaj;ic  sealin<i':  so  small,  in  fact, 
as  to  have  no  appreciable  «'lfe«'t  upiui  seal  life  upon  the  islands. 

As  one  result  of  my  study  of  seal  life  on  the  islands  I  have  come  to 
the  ciHielusion  that  if  pela;;ie  sealiiif;'  in  J>eriiij>-  Sea 
and  North  Pacific  should  continue  lor  a  iM'iiod  of  live 
years  to  the  same  extt'iit   as   now   practiced,  seal  life 
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upon  the  Pribilof  Islands  will  have  become  extinct. 

S.    li.   >'KTTLKT()N. 

On  this  *.>th  day  of  July,  1S«)L',  before  me,  A.  T.  McCarjuar,  a  notary 
public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washiiif'ton,  personally  ai)peared  S.  If. 
Netth'ton,  to  me  jiersonally  known  to  be  the  individual  wliosi nedand 
sealed  the  above  instrument  as  his  voluntarv  act  and  deed. 


Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  on  the  date  above  in 


oned. 


[SEAL.J 


A.  T.  .McCakoar, 


2^'otayy  I'lthllc  hi  xml  for  tlir  ISfotr  of 

WuHhiiifjtoit,  nsiiliny  at  iieaitlc. 
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Dcpofiifhn  ofOuHfarc  Xichmim.fornn'rlifan  cmpJoifeo/thc  h'lissian  Amer- 
ican Company^  and  tici'-pnaident  of  the  Alaska  Connnervial  Connxmy^ 
etc, 

management  on  pribilof  and  russian  islands. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Gustave  Niebauin,  haviiifj-  been  duly  sworn,  dojioses  and  says:  T  am 
")0  years  «>ld,  a   resident  of  San  Francisco,  and  a  iiier- 

.xpcneme.  cliaut  uud  sliip  owiier.      I   was  born  in  llelsiiijifors, 

Finland,  and  became  an  American  citizen  by  the  transfer  of  Alaska  to 
the  United  States.  I  entered  the  service  of  tlie  liussian  American  Com- 
mercial Coini)any  in  1858,  and  was  in  coinmand  of  one  of  their  vessels 
from  18(>(>  until  the  cession  of  Alaska  to  the  Fnited  States.  1  am,  and 
have  be<>ii  for  several  years  past,  vice-]U'esideiit  and  a  director  of  the 
Alaska  Connnercial  Company,  and  a  ineinber  of  ihe  tirni  of  Hutchinson, 
Kohl  &  Co.,  the  former  lessees,  respecti\ely,  of  the  Alaska  and  Sibe 
riau  sealerieis. 
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In  tlicsc  various  positinns  tlxM-iirc  aiid  iiiiiiiii;;riii<'iitot's(>)il  ruoUciics 
jiimI  systrin  and  nM-llioilsot  killin;;  m'uIs  and  niiiii;:  and  traiis|MM'tiii;;: 
Hifir  skins  t(»  market  lias  licen  my  st nd.v.  I  visited  tlie  I'liliiiol' Isl- 
ands in  IsilT  and  had  char;;!'  of  seal  killing  tlu'ie  in  IStlH  and  ISf;!». 
Wlicii  till'  Alaska  romiiH'irial  ('oinpany  olitaincd  tlie  lease  in  1S7(K  of 
the  rijulitto  f  ike  seals  for  their  skins,  I  instruetod  the  sii|)eriiitendeiit 
and  a^A'cnts  of  the  eotnpany  in  regard  to  the  way  in  which  t\te  work  had 
lieen  doin>,  and  outlined  to  them  the  policy  to  he  piirsiiod  in  the  future. 
The  lease  of  the  Alaska  ("oMiniereial  Cniiipany  hud  twenty  years  to  inn, 
and  it  was  foi'  onr  int«'resis  that  the  veiy  liest  methods  sluMild  ln^ 
adopted  for  niana;:iny;  not  only  the ''bachelors,  "tlu'n  rea<ly  for sla lighter, 
lint  also  the  Ineedin;;'  heids  upon  which  tli«'  fntnre  of  our  Inislness  de- 
pended. To  this  end  1  dire(;ted  onr  sn]>erintendent  of 
the  sealeries  to  observe  the  ;;reatest  care  in  driviii},'.  pi!'';::/;";.':,,';,'.  •""" 
handlin^',and  killin;>'  the  seals,  cantionin;;  him  to  allow 
notliin}i  to  be  done  that  wonld  in  any  way  teiiil  to  alarm  oi-  distnrb 
them,  or  in  tlu'  least  de^-iee  interl'ere  with  their  already  wi'll  known 
orderly,  re^inlar  habits  of  breeding;  and  migration. 

The  instiiictions  were  exfdicit  that  no  feniah's  sli()nld  be  killed,  and. 
Inrlher,  that  bulls  enon;;h  of  mature  aye  should  be  preserved  to  serve 
them.  In  order  to  see  tliat  these  instrnetions  were  followed  and  the 
bnsiiiess  put  upon  what  I  (Mtnlidently  believed  to  be  the  ri^^Iit  basis,  I 
visited  the  islands  in  1S7I  and  iSTl,'  and  aj;aiii  in  I.S77,  and  was  more 
than  satisfied  with  the  result  of  my  investiyati<His.  The  woik  was 
lu'inii' earried  on  at  these  times  in  a  hiulilv  svstematii',      ,  ,      .,   , 

orderly  mannei-,  showiii}''  f>reat  impi'oveinents  «iver  the  nn.ii rAiii<'ii<;iii man- 
way  of  doing  it  nnder  Itiissian  n'jiime,  and  the  n'snlt  "Ji'"""'- 
of  good  manajit'inent  showed  itself  on  evt'ry  hainl.  The  breeding 
ro«>kvries  had  largely  j'xpanded  in  1877  over  the  limits  of  1S{5!>,  as  I 
pi'rsonally  observed  and  as  I  was  infiivmed  by  the  Ti-easury  ag«'nt  in 
chaige,  by  <)nr  sni)criiiteiident,  and  bv  the  native  t'hiefs.  The  natives 
were  entlinsiastic  in  their  praise  of  the  American  way  of  doing  busi- 
ness and  condncting  sealing,  as  compared  with  what  tlit^y  had  been 
aecnstomed  to  in  former  years. 

Vet  it  recpnred  no  very  deep  stndy  nor  o<'<'»ilt  knowledge  to  bring 
about  the  healthy  growth  of  the  seal  rookeiies.  It  was 
siinplv  needed  to  treat  them  as  onr  ordinarv  domestic  ii<)»  iii.  j;iowtii  ..r 
animals  are  treated  to  j.rodnce  the  same  rt^nlt.  The  «|;;;;»''<' •''«'* ''"!•■  " 
seals  are  polygamons,  as  onr  horses,  cattle,  and  sheei> 
are,  and  the  best  methods  of  breeding  these  is  etpnilly  advantageon'^ 
when  applied  to  the  seals.  It  is  an  indisputable  fact,  and  known  to  the 
most  oidinary  breeilei'  of  domestic!  animals,  that  any  suri>lns  of  niah^s 
is  a  i»ositive  injnry,  and  resnlts  in  a  jnogeny  inferior  in  size,  qnality,  and 
numbers  prodneed.  The  lien-e  struggles  of  the  surplus  male  seals  to 
gain  a  foothohl  on  the  breeding  grounds  <-reate  great  dis<u'd(^r  and  com- 
motion, and  often  end  in  crushing  the  pui)s,  and  sometimes  even  in  kill- 
ing the  mothers.  This  was  so  well  runlerstood  by  the  Kussians  that 
long  before  the  cession  of  Alaska  they  (udered  the  slaughter,  we  an*, 
told  by  Veniaminof,  of  the  sui>erannuatt'd  nniles,  in  order  to  clear  the 
way  for  vigorous  stock.  They  succeeded  by  this  intt'lligent  <"ourse  in 
bringing  uji  the  rookeries  from  their  depleted  condition  of  about  IS  10, 
consequent  upon  the  bad  management  of  prior  years,  and  the  uiipro- 
l>itious  season  of  IS-T),  when  the  ice  nearly  annihiljited  the  seal  life,  to 
the  productivi'uess  in  which  we  found  them  in  18l»S.  We  continued 
the  same  system,  with  slight  nn»dificati(ms,  and  had  every  reason,  up 
to  1632,  to  exjject  to  be  able  to  return  the  property  to  the  United  States 
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at  tluM'xpiviitionof  onr  loiise  in  bettor  condition  tliiin  wlicn  we  rect'ivcn 
it.  IJnt  a  force  was  already  ^ainin;;' inoincntnni  lonj^hct'oiv  wc  notif»>d 
any  serions  distnrhanccof  tiic  iierdon  the  islands  that  was  destined  to 
<lisa]>|)oint  onr  ex|)eetations,  and,  it  not  elu'ikt'd,  to  utt<'rly  destroy  tlie- 
Coinniei'cial  valne  oltiie  sealeries. 

The  i>raetiee  of  pelajiic  seal  huntinj''  was  followed  l>y  the  northwest 

,,     ,.      ,      ,    .     e«)ast  Indians  from  theii- earliest  history,  hnt  anionnted 

H.aiinK  i.y  11.11  111  west   io  SO  litth'  as  to  1)0  inapprecniole  on  the  islands,    hven 

iirriai.i"»n  Manas!'    i>'t<'>-  wliitc  liunters  enyaficd  in  it  in  a  limited  way  onr 

losses  from  this  source  >vere  attribnred  to  the  marine 


jirriialilt;  mi  itilaiKtH 


enemies  of  the  seals,  and  was  so  far  overcome  by  the  good  management 
on  the  islands  as  to  perndt  the  growth  of  the  herd  to  continue  so  ionj;' 
as  it  was  linnted  to  a  few  vessels  and  <'onfined  to  tiie  vicinity  of  the 
Orejfon.  Washinj>ton,  and  liritish  Cohnnbian  coasts.  IJnt  even  before 
any  considerable  slauj'hter  had  taken   jdaee  in   the  waters  of  Uerinji' 

8ea.  as  earlv  as  18S2,  it  was  noticed  that  the  rookeries 
Je8n.a.s!Tin^882.''    I""'   J^toppcil  expanding,  thouf>h  they  were  treated  in 

every  way  as  they  always  had  been.  An  exannnation 
of  the  London  Catalo;iue  of  sealskin  sah's  shows  that  the  "Victoria 
catch''  already  agj>Teyated  a  very  eonsideralde  nundier  of  skins  and 
now  brinjis  home  the  conviction  that  pelaj;ic  seallnji',  when  conlined 
almost  wholly  to  the  i'acilic,  is  »still  a  very  dangerous  enemy  of  seal 
life  on  the  islands. 
After  ISSO  the  force  of  i)elajiic  hunters  was  gieatly  augmented,  and 

became  more  and  mor»>  aaiiiessive,  and  their  Held  of 


Iiirrwisi'  ill  iiclajji 


liiiKaiiti  iHHiiaiid  oi)erations  widely  extended,  until  they  ai)peared  in 
alarming  nund)ers  in  ISering  Sea  in  1.SS4  ami  KSSo.  In 
1687  \ve  were  fo:  "ed  to  commence  taking  smaller  skins  in  order  to  obtain 
onr(|uota  and  i)reserve  enough  breeding  bulls.  In  ISSS  they  were  still 
smaller,  while  in  l.S8'.>  more  than  half  of  them  were  such  as  we  would 
not  have  killed  in  former  years,  and  we  called  the  attention  (»f  the 
Treasury  I)e])artment  to  the  evident  diminution  of  seal  life,  and  recom- 
mended that  fewer  seals  be  killed  in  future.  There  can  b»'  no  <|nestion 
as  to  the  cause  of  the  diminution.  It  is  the  direct  rr  alt  of  pelagic 
sealing,  and  the  same  destruc'.ion,  if  continued  a  few  years  longer,  will 
entirely  dissipate  any  conunereial  value  in  the  rookeries,  if  it  does  not, 
indeed,  aninhilate  them. 

I  was  formerly,  as  1  have  stated,  interested   in  the  Conunander  seal 
„     .         ...       islands,  as  well  as  those  of  Alaska.     Th»' two  herds  are 

liiiHHuin  anil  .\la.s  '  ■    i-    ..       ,     ,•       ..       i      •  i-j-w  i.  i-i. 

kan  ii.nis  .listiu.i  scjtarate  and  distinct,  the  lur  being  ol  ditrerent  (luality 
I'l'i'iaiit'leH."''  '""''""*  and  appearance.  Tlu>  two  classes  of  skins  have  always 
been  held  at  dilfeient  values  in  the  liondoii  market, 
the  Alaskas  bringing  invariably  a  higher  price  than  the  Siberias  of  the 
same  weight  and  size  of  skins.  I  think  each  herd  keejjs  upon  its  own 
feeding  grounds  along  the  r«'si)ectiye  coasts  they  inhabit. 

I  am  tohl  that  the  diminution  of  seal  life  has  l>een  attributed  to  raids 


Kaids. 


by  poachers  upon  the  seal  islands.  V«  ry  few  of  tlie-;e 
have  occurre(l,  and  the  number  of  skins  obtained  by 
the  poachers  has  been  comparatively  infinitesimally  small.  I  think 
the  whole  number  obtained  by  them  in  this  way  does  not  exceed  ;'.,(MM> 
or  4,(K(U  skins.  Wo  wi'ie  accustomed  always  to  maintain  a  patrol  and 
guard  upon  the  rookeries  whenever  the  weather  was  such  that  i)o,icliers 
c(mld  land  upon  thein.  and  upon  the  least  suspii-ions  circiimstances 
nieasni'es  w«'re  taken  to  forestall  any  attempts  to  st/al  the  s<'als.  Tlic 
sea  is  usually  rough  in  the  fall  when  poai'hers  try  to  get  in  their  work; 
t he  shores  are,  at  most  places,  inaccessible  from  boats,  and  the  natives 
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iiro  vijiiliiiit  iiiid  jutivc.  If  iiiiuinc  Imiitiiis;  is  stoppod.  tlioy  can  bo 
saft'ly  tnistf'd  to  dofeiid  thf  jn-oiMTty  iiixm  wliicli  tlieir  v«'iy  cxistoiico 
isd('i>('iidiMit,  as  they  liavc  done  repeatedly,  ajiaiiist  any  sinj^ieselioouei's 
crew. 

It  lias  been  asserted  in  i)iiiit  that  tlie  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
is  enjiiiji'ed  in  the  bnsiness  of  i)elajii('  seal  hnnting-.     It 
hiis  been  tiie  ,  iistom  of  tiie  company  to  vindicate  its  (o.mr'ivhlirom^^^^^^^^^ 
••ood  name  and  title  to  resi»ect  by  (leeds  latlier  than   j^"' ''-•^-'''' '"  i"'i';;ii! 
winds,  bnt  an  impntation  npon  its  honrn-  so  al>solntely   "'"' '"" 
jLiTonndh'ss  and  nnwananted  as  this,  it  can  not  do  less  than   deny.     It 
is  not,  and  never  has  been,  nor  have  any  of  its  ollicers  or  stockhohU'rs 
ever  been  dii'cctly  or  iiulirectly  enjiaj^cd  in  any  manner  whatever  in 
pela^iic  seal  hnntinfi'.     It  has  always  pnrchased  fro!n  the  natives  such 
skins  as  tlu\v  ottered  for  sale,  hut  when  seal  life  jirew  scarcer  ou  the 
islands  it  disoonrajjed  the  natives  by  every  means  in  its  i)ower  from 
killinji'  seals  alonji'  tlu'  Alaska  coast.     To  feel  a  present  rej>ret  that  this 
course  was  pursued  in  view  of  tlie  destruction  of  the  seal  herd  which 
tlu'  (iovernni'.'ut  has  i»erniitted.  would  be  but  natural,  yet  we  try,  as 
honorable  men,  to  rise  above  even  this  weakness. 

I  have  sliown  that  ninler  .yood  mana,u<'nu'nt   the  scids  incrt'ased  ou 
the  Pribilof  group,  and  kn(»w  such  to  h<    the  fact  also      ,  .•  ,.      . 

1     i        i.1         i  <  I  II  1  'IM  .1         1  llliKMsr    lit     »    mil 

HI   re<>'ard  to  the  <  ommandei'   islands.      I  iu'  methods   iiluhIii' IsIuhIm  iimi 

were  the  same  in  the  two  places,  bnt  the  Asiatic  herd  'i"""  <- i«i'" 

was  not  seriously  molested  at  sea  until  ISitO.  and  the  increase  continued 

up  to  that  date.     Now,  i)elajiic  huntinii'  is  ^oinf*'  on 

there  the  same  as  in   the  Alaska  waters,  ami  already  ,„i,^i!:;ij;;.^H;|;';/f,;i"- 

the  herd  is  diminishiuf;-  as  di;'    the  Pribilof  herd   from 

the  same  cause  several  years  earlier.    The  same  jtood  management, 

upon  cessation  of  marine  icilliu};,  will  rapidly  anj>inent  both  herds  ajjain, 

lor  no  aninnils  are  more  suseeptible  t(»  ji'ood  treatnieni  in  breedin.y  than 

these.    Their  nnirine  enemies,  aside  fioni  nnin.  are  a  c<»nstaut  factor  of 

destruction  in  disrej^ard  of  whieh  they  multiply. 

I  have  no  interest  whatever  iu  the  sealeries  «)r  the  seal-skin  trade. 

(1.  NimiAi'M. 

Subscribed  aud  sworu  to  before  me  this  bStli  day  of  May,  A.  I).  1.S92. 
[SEAX.J  Clement  15i;nnktt, 

Notary  Public. 


DcpimitioH  of  L.  A.  Nojfcs,  trsiilnit  jilij/Nicidii  on  the  PvihUof  Tsia  mis  from 

isso  to '  IS'):'. 


IIATUTS,  MANAGiniENT,  AM)    l'KI,Ati((J    SEALING. 

St.  Gkouge  Island,  IMmhloi"  Croui', 

AlaNbi,  ('.  S.  A.,  ,ss: 

Ij.  a.  Xoyes.  beiujii'  duly  sworn,  dei»oses  and  says:  I  am  a  uativ»^ 
.Vmerican,  and  my  honu'  is  in  liandolidi,  Vt.  I  am  ."il*  years  of  aj;e, 
and  a  physician  l)y  proiession. 

In  ISSO  I  entered  the  service  of  the  lessees  of  the  Pribilof  Islainls  as 
resident    physician   at    the  seal    islands,   and    I    have 
resid«'d  hei'e  continuously  ever  since,  exceptin<>'  an  occa-    '"i"'"''"'""- 
siomd  visit  to  my  honu',  for  a  few  nntnths  in  winter, once  or  twice  siiieo 
ISSd. 

From  .June,  1880,  to  .Vnyii  if,  1S8;{,  1  was  on  St.  George  Islaml,  and 
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from  l.SS;Uo  1884  T  was  Oil  St.Piiul  Islaiul.  I  tlioii  icdiniod  toSt.  Ccoroo, 
wlici'if'  I  have  rt'siw«'«l  ever  since,  exe('|»tiii,ii'  tln'  vacations  aforesaid. 

I  have  {^iveii  much  time  to  the  study  of  tlic  Alaskan  fur  seal  and  its 
jieculiar  liabits,  and  I  have  watched  with  care  and  solic'tude  the 
increase  and  the  decline  in  numbers  of  the  animal  on  the  hauling 
j>rounds  and  rookeries,  and  also  the  methods  follo\v<'d  by  the  lessees 
in  takinj;-  the  skins — the  (hiving  ainl  killing  of  the  young  males  of  from 
tw<)  to  tive  years  old,  and  the  salting,  curing,  bundling,  and  shipping 
of  the  skins.  1  have  likewise  carefully  observed  and  noted  the  coming 
of  the  seals  in  the  spring,  the  hauling  out  at  different  times  of  the 
various  ages  and  sexes,  their  disposition  on  the  hauling  grounds  and 
rookeries,  the  formation  of  the  ''harem"  <»r  family,  the  birth  of  the 
pups,  the  migrations  of  the  mother  seals  to  feed,  the  lireakiiigui)  of  the 
harems,  the  scattering  of  the  cows,  and  the  general  intermingling  of 
the  sexes  in  September,  and  finally  the  departure  of  the  herd  from  the 
islands  in  November  or  later. 

I  have  read  most  of  all  that  has  been  written  within  the  past  quarter 
century  on  the  fur-seal  (|uestion;  and  1  iuive  listened  to  and  taken  i>art 
in  many  of  the  controversies  indulged  in  by  my  associates  and  friends 
— men  who  have  spent  many  years  in  the  fur-seal  industry  and  whose 
Iiraetical  exjterience  with  all  its  details  gives  weight  and  value  to  their 
assertions.  It  was  I  who,  at  the  rcciucst  of  the  United  States  Treasury 
agent  in  charge  of  the  islands,  measured  all  the  rook<'ries  and  hauling 
grounds  on  St.  (leorge  Island  in  1SS7,'  and  1  have  kept  the  record  of 
the  climatic  changes  on  St.  (ieoig*'  since  the  I'nited  States  (lovern- 
ment  disetuitinned  the  meteorological  station  at  the  Tribilof  Islands. 

In  addition  to  my  services  as  physician,  1  have  o(;casionally  taught 
the  school  on  St.  George,  and  I  have  kept  the  books  and  accunts  for 
many  years  lor  the  lessees  on  the  same  island.  I  am  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  ordeis  issued  by  the  general  and  local  agents  of 
the  lessees  to  the  native  chiefs  in  regard  to  eve  ything  appertaining  to 
the  business  of  talcing  the  luiniial  *' catch"  and  the  care  of  the  seals. 
I  have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  the  Treasury  agents  who  have 
had  charge  of  the  islands  since  liS8(>,  and  I  acted  as  assistant  agent 
myself  during  the  temporary  absence  of  the  assis  it  special  agent. 
I  am  quite  lamiliar  with  the  general  and  special  orders  and  instrue- 
tioiis  issued  from  the  Treasury  Uepartment  from  time  to  time  to  the 
si>ecial  agents  for  the  government  of  the  natives  and  the  care  of  the 
rookeries  and  seal  herd.  And  I  know  those  laws,  rules,  and  regula- 
tions have  been  faithfully  adhered  to  and  fully  enforced,  published 
reports  of  transient  visitors  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  seal  islands  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  (leorge,  geographically  known 
as  th<'  I'ribilof  Islands,  are  situated  in  lieiing  Sea  at 
***"  about  170°  west  from  (lre<'iiwich  and  r>(]^  north  lati- 
tude; and  they  are  nearly  I'OO  miles  fnan  the  nearest 
land. 

The  climatic  conditions  in  their  imnn'diate  vi«'inity  are  so  i>eculiar 
^,,    .  and  their  formation  and  situation  are  so  iiniciue  that  it 

Cliraatti.  .  ,,        liii-  .1  liii.  1 

IS  not  hard  to  believe  they  were  selected  t(U'  a  home 

and  resting  place  by  the  Alaskan  fur  seal   because  of  their  adaptabil 

ity  to  that  purpose,  and  to  that  only.    The   thermometer  rarely  goes 

higher  than  (10°  or  lower  than  zero,  the  average  for  a  number  of  years 

being  35°. 

In  winter  the  islands  are  sometinn's  surrouiMled  by  broken  ice,  which 


litMntioii     of 
Fribilol'  Islnuds. 


'  The  inoiisurcmeiits  were  made  very  iin]i(>rfi'i't1y.  Mini  I  iii'vci'pliiiiiicd  iniytliinj;  lint 
un  apiiroxniiatt!  mcasurciiiiiit.     It  wan  my  niiiiiiini  that  tlic  munbcrs  wiii'  exaggti- 


ated,  aud  I  ho  stated  at  tliu  time. — L.  A.  N. 
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fcdiu's  fioni  tlu'  iiortli,  and  it  will  conic  and  "o  with  tlic  tide  and  currents, 
generally  from  .January  to  Ai»ril,  but  occasionally  reniaininj;'  later, and 
ayain  not  ai>i)eaiinji  at  all. 

In  June,  July,  and  part  of  Auj>ust,  the  islands  are  envj'loped  for  days 
at  a  time  in  dense  fog,  and  a  clear  sunny  day  is  of  ran*  occurn'nee, 
The  atniospliere  is  dani]>  iMul  cool,  and  the  rain  falls  in  a  sort  of  tiiH> 
mist  whi<-h  drenches  one  thrcMigli  before  it  is  telt. 

TIh'  islands  are  of  volcanic  oiij^in,  and  the  shores  are  roujili,  uneven 
lava  rock,  and  broken  ro<'k  and  bowlders  of  lik<'  htnnation.  On  this 
rnji'yed  shore  the  Alaskan  fur  seals  make  their  summer  home;  hero 
they  are  born  and  reared  for  the  lirst  six  months  of  theii' existence; 
here  they  <'ome  every  sprin;;'  as  regular  as  time,  and  Ih'Ic  they  repro- 
duce their  species.  The  career  <»f  the  fur-seal  herd  on  .,.,  „  ,, 
these  shores  is  not  unlike  that  ot  any  domesticated  .s,i,Ms  i.  ,,ii.sti(iii  of 
animal — it  is  simply  a  stock  breeding  question.                '■""'^  i>r<<(iin;i. 

Areas  up<ui  which  it  is  agreeal»le  tor  the  females  to  breed  are  care- 
fully reserved  and  set  aside  for  (hat  purpose. 

Kach  year  a  sullicit'iit  nuinl»er  of  breeding  bulls  are  r«'served  for 
service  on  the  rookeries.  The  utmost  (!ar«'  is  taken  that  the  future  of 
the  herd  is  not  Je(>par<li/.c(l  by  the  injury  or  death  of  a  female. 

So  accustomed  have  the  seals  become  to  the  presence  of  the  natives 
that  the  timidity  and  shyness  manilest«'d  in  the  ocean 
is  not  shown  on  the  islands,  in  their  infancy  the  pups 
will  ai)proach  a  native  without  lear.  and  later  on  they  are  readily 
handle«l,  and  the  sexes  separated,  should  it  be  necessary  to  make  a 
killing  of  imps  for  food.  In  the  handling,  management,  and  eiilarg*'- 
ment  of  the  seal  herd  there  is  as  much  amenability  to  domestication  as 
there  is  in  a  band  of  range  cattle. 

The  male  breeding  seals,  or  bulls,  begin  to  haul  out  on  the  breeding 
rookeries  early  in  May,  and  thev  comi'  in  more  and  ,  .  ,  ,  „ 
more  rapidly  as  the  month  advances,  an<l  selecting 
their  respective  stations  lie  down  and  slecj*  almost  ecmtinuously  until 
within  a  few  days  of  the  coming  of  the  females,  or  cows,  wlum  they 
assume  a  .-Mtting  posture  and  set  up  a  bellowing  noise  peculiar  to  them- 
selves, which  1  suppose  to  be  a  ■MaH"  to  the  approaching  herd  of  cows. 
It  is  at  this  time  the  bull  appears  at  his4)estand  in  his  most  aggressive 
mood,  and  none  but  the  ]ihysically  str(»ng  am',  successful  are  allowed 
to  remain  within  striking  distance  of  the  veterans. 

The  cows  begin  to  haul  out  in  .lune,  and  juaetically  they  are  all  on 
the  breeding   rookeries   bv  .Inly   1.").     Inunediatelv  on    .    .    ,    . 

.     .  , ,     "  ,     ,  ■  !  X-   1        i-i        1       11    '   i-1  Aiiival  III  rows. 

arriving  they  are  taken  possession  ot  by  the  bulls,  the 
strongest  and  most  aggressive  sccnring  the  greatest  number,  and  guard- 
ing with  Jealous  care  and  inereasing  vigilance. 

As  a  rule  the  pups  are  born  soon  after  the  cows  reach  the  shore, 
though  it  occasionally  happens  that  a  cow  will  be  two 
or  three  days  on  the  rookery  before  bringing  forth  her 
young. 

I  tliink  the  pups  are  all  born  by  July  U2,  and  by  the  middle  of 
August  the  cows  have  been  fertilized  for  the  next  year,  after  which 
the  harems  are  abandoned,  an<l  the  bulls  liegin  to  leave  the  islands, 
and  the  females  and  bachelors  (or  y«mng  males)  intermingle  indiscrimi- 
nately on  the  rookeries.      I'^iom  the  time  the  bulls  haul  out  in  May  till 

liiills     fjiHtiiiR     on 


Itiit 


I  ilf  |lll|).s 


liinliOliL's. 


they  leave  in  Sei>teinber  they  neither  eat  n<U'  drink 

anti  their  lean  and  lanky  appearance  in  September  is 

in  striking  contrast  with  their  rotund  form  and  sleek  and  glossy  coats 

iu  i\Iay. 
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When  the  pun  is  Imm-ii  it  is  nitcrly  liolplcss  and  (Iciiciidciit;  it  is  not 

inn]>liil»ions,  and  would  diown  11°  put  into  watei'.  I 
ous!"""'"'  '""'''"'''    '"i^''  "••'*•'"   ^vatched  the  pui>s  near  tlie  water's  ed;-e 

when  in  stormy  wt-ather  tlie  surt  carried  tiieni  otV,  and 

in  every  instance  tliey  drowned  as  soon  as  tliey  went  into  deep  water. 

The  pup  is  entirely  dependent  on  its  dam  tor  sustenance,  and  wlien 

it  is  ii  few  days  ohl  siie  yoes  into  the  sea  to  I'eed, 
^^Mothor  C0W8  fe.Mi-  returning  at  intervals  of  a  few   hours  at  first,  ami, 

jiiatlually  lenytheninj;'  the  time  as  the  i)ups  j^row older 
and  stronjier,  until  she  will  be,  sometimes,  away  for  a  wlnde  week. 
During  these .j«»urneys,  in  my  opinion,  she  goes  a  distance  of  from  40 
to  200  miles  from  the  islands  to  feed;  and  it  is  at  this  time  she  falls  a 
prey  to  the  pelagic  hunter. 

Iteturned  to  the  rookery,  the  cow  goes  straigiit  to  tiie  si>ot  where 
she.  left  her  pup,  and  it  seems  she  instantly  rec<»gni/es  it  by  smelling; 
and  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  i)up  can  not  recogm'ze  its  dam.  I 
have  often  seen  pups  attemi)t  to  suck  cows  piomiscuonsly,  yet  no 
cow  will  suckle  any  pup  but  her  own.     When  live  or  six  w«'eks  old  the 

pups  begin  to  run  around  and  form  luinchesor  "pods;" 
iipHpmiing.  ^^^  sev<Mi  to  eight  weeks  old  tiu'y  try  the  water  at  the 

edge,  where,  after  i>addling  in  the  shallows,  they  gradually  learn  to 
swim.  After  becoming  expert  swimnuMs  they  (continue  to  show  a 
preference  for  land,  where  they  generally  remain  if  not  diiven  into  tiie 
water  by  heavy  rain  oi'  warm  sunshine.  They  mak«'  no  elfort  to  secure 
8ustenan<'e  of  any  sort  beyond  that  furnished  by  theii-  dams. 

I  have  examined  many  pups  at  tlie  food  killings  in  November,  and  1 
never  found  anything  but  milk  in  their  stomachs. 

The  young  mal«s,  ov  bachelors,  whose  skins  are  taken  by  tlie  iesset's, 

begin  to  haul  out  in  .Mav,  ami  they  continue  to  haul 
^^Arrivai  of  bncbe-  o,^^  „„^ji  ].,jp  j„  j^,]^.^  ^j,;.  „i,|^>,.  ,„„.^  coining  tirst  aud 

the  younger  ones  later;  and  they  herd  by  themselves 
during  May,  June,  and  July,  because  were  they  to  api»roach  the 
breeding  grimnds  tlie  bulls  would  drive  them  off  or  destroy  them. 
The  " bachelors"  of  from  2  to  o  yeais  old  are  the  only  seals  driven  or 
killed  on  the  se:il  islands  by  anyone  or  for  any  pur- 
l>ose;  and  the  sensational  stories  told  of  how  they  are 
"tortured"  on  the  drive  hav<'  no  foundation  in  fact.  When  iiecessavy 
to  nmke  a  drive  for  skins  from  any  given  rookeiy,  the 
local  agent  of  the  lessees  informs  the  Treasury  agent, 
and  obtains  his  i»ermission  to  nmke  the  •'  drive."  No  seals  ar<'  driven 
without  the  consent  of  the  Treasury  agent  in  charge  of  the  island. 
All  being  ready,  the  native  chief  takes  a  squad  of  men  to  the  hauling 
ground,  where  the  seals  are  quietly  surrounded  without  disturbing  the 
breeding  rookery,  and  they  are  then  driven  slowly  ahmg  to  the  killing 
ground. 

Since  the  improved  methods  of  1S71)  there  is  no  drives  of  greater 

length  than  "2.^  miles,  and  the  majoiity  of  them  do 

not  exceed   1  mile.     So  carefully  and   so  slowly  are 

the  drives  made,  the  men  driving  are  iclieved  every  houi',  be«'ause  of 

the  slow  motion  they  get  chilled  on  the  r(»ad.     Arrived 

'"*'■  at  the  killing  grounds,  the  seals  are  driven  out  from 

the  main  body  in  "pods"  of  twentyor  thiity  at  a  time,  and  experienced 

men  club  and  kill  the  desirable  ones,  and  allow  all  that  renuun  to  re 

turn  at  their  leisure  to 
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do  the  skinning,  and  after  them  (Mune  the  women  and  children  who 
carry  off  the  carcasses  for  food,  and  the  fat  or  blubber  for  winter  fuel. 
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111  lU'coidaiu'O  with  iiistmctions  from  tlie  Dcpaitiiient,  the  Treasury 
agent  is  always  present  at  the  killinj^s,  ami  he  has  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  interfere  in  all  eases  where  there  is  enu'lty  practice*!  or 
attempted. 

All  seals  killed  by  the  lessees  for  skins  are  killed  between  June  1 
and  eluly  ;'>(»,  and  generally  the  season  closes  on  the     Kiiiinc  st-ason 
l'()th  of  July. 

After  the  regular  season  closes,  in  July,  the  luitives  kill,  weekly,  for 
food,  from  one  to  two  hundred  male  seals  whose  skins  s.aisUiii..iioi((KHi. 
are  large  einrngh  to  be  accei»te<l  as  pavt  of  the  next  year's  quota;  and 
it  is  during  tliese ''food''  drives  in  Aufjust,  September,  and  OctobiT 
that  an  occasi<»nal  femah^  is  ac<identally  killed.  Being-  mixed  with  the 
"bachelors''  at  this  time,  some  lemales  are  driven  and  acci<lentally 
killed.  The  killing  of  a  female  is  the  greatest  crime  ivniaics  kiUci  only 
known  on  the  seal  islands,  and  is  never  done  inten-  Kvacii.i.nt. 
lionally.  Of  this  1  am  most  jtositive,  for  I  know  that  every  possible 
precaiition  has  been  tak(!n  to  guard  against  it;  and  [believe  there  has 
not  been  one  hundred  lemales  killed  on  St.  (leorge  Island  sim-e  1<S8(>, 
if  I  may  except  some  killed  by  pc-  M-liers  who  were  driven  off  befiu'e 
they  secured  the  skins  (»f  the  seals  they  had  killed. 

Never  since  the  islands  have  bi  en  American  jiroperty,  has  there 
been  indiscriminate  killing  done  upon  them,  nor  has  there  been  a  de- 
sire on  the  part  of  anyone  connected  with  them  to  injure  or  damage 
or  waste  seal  life;  on  the  contrary,  everything  has  been  done  by  the 
lessees,  past  and  present,  and  by  the  United  States,  to  foster  and  pro- 
tect it,  and  to  improve  the  methods  of  driving  the  seals,  so  that  the 
herds  ndght  grow  and  thrive  and  increase,  and  perpetuate  themselves 
indefinitely.  I^aws,  rules,  and  regulations  were  made  fiom  time  to 
time,  prompted  bv  experience,  with  a  view  to  add  to  the  .  '•'»'<  ;."''■*  >i'  on 
value  ot  the  properly,  and  to  abolish  evarythmg  that  tic.n..i  s.^i  lur. 
was  not  biMielicial  andin  strict  accord  with  the  most  humane  principles. 
To  this  end  all  long  drives  were  i)rohibited,  and  arrangements  made 
by  which  the  killing  grounds  have  been  brought  as  near  the  hauling 
grounds  as  is  practicable  without  being  injurious  to  the  breeding- 
rookeries. 

Orders  were  issued  by  which  the  driving  is  regulated  in  such  man- 
ner that  no  hauling  grounds  are  molested  av  disturbed  iiiore  than 
another,  and,  being  taken  in  rotation,  the  sciils  are  allowed  s«'veral 
days  rest  between  drives.  The  rules  lor  driving  are  so  strict,  so  rig- 
idly enforced,  and  so  faithfully  carried  <mt,  that  1  hardly  know  how 
they  could  be  imi)rove<l  ui)on. 

In  my  opinion  the  cows  are  I  he  only  seals  that  go  into  the  sea  to  feed 


•  'iiws  I  he  iinl\  miuIm 
lilt   liavi-  islaiiils  to 


from  tlu^  tiine  they  \\i\v\  out  in  May  till  they  leave  the 

islands  in  November  or  December:  and  my  opinion  is   ti 

i»as(Hl  on  the  iact  that  the  seals  killed  in  May   have   ''"'• 

jylenty  of  food  in  their  stomachs,  mostly  codfish,  while  those  killed  in 

.Inly  have  no  signs  of  anything- like  food  in  tlu'ir  stomachs. 

Again,  the  males  killed  for  ibod  as  the  season  advan(;es  aie  found  to 
be  p(K)rer  an<l  po(»rer,  and  in  all  cases  after  July  their  stomachs  are 
empty.  1  am  convinci'd,  therefore,  that  none  but  mother  seals  go  into 
the  sea  to  feed  during  the  summer  months,  and  this  ac<-ouuts  for  the 
smhlen  deta-ease  in  the  herd  after  the  scaling  schooners  became  so  nu- 
merous in  l>cringSe;i  about  1884.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  si'als 
coining  to  the  islmnls  in  the  last  three  <n"  lour  veais  ,, 
l)ecame  so  manliest  to  everyone  acquainted  with  the 
rookeries  in  earlier  days  that  various  theories  have  been  advanced  iu 
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an  iittoini>t  to  acoonnt  for  tho  caiiso  «»f  this  sudden  cliaiifto,  and  the 
•tolh)wing- are  some  of  tlieni:  1st,  "A  dcartli  of  bulls  ni»on  the  breed- 
ing rookeries;"  lid,  "Inipoteiicy  of  bulls,  caused  by  oveidrivinji'  while 
they  were  young  bachelors;"  and  .'id,  "Au  epidemic  among  the  seals.'' 
The  "dearth  of  bulls  theory"  has  been  thoroughly  an<l  impartially 
invM'stigated  without  discovering  a  <'0W  of  3  years  old 

No  dearth  of  hulls.  '^         ,,  ,        .  vi        jT  i       i  ■  i        j. 

or  over  on  the  rookeries  witlnmt  a  pup  by  her  side  at 
the  proper  time,  and  I  am  eonviueed  that  the  virgin  females  coming 
on  to  the  rookeries  for  the  first  time  are  the  only  ones  to  be  foun<l  there 
without  pups. 

The  investigation  established  t!ie  additional  fact  that  hundreds  of 
vigonms  bulls  were  lying  idle  on  the  rookeries  witlumt  cows,  and  many 
others  had  to  content  tUeraselves  with  only  one  or  two. 

The  the(«y  of  "impotency  of  the  bull  through  overdriving''  while 

y<mng  was  also  fcmnd  to  be  untrue,  and  it  was  shown 
No  nnpotont  hulls.    ^^^.^^  .j^.^^,^.  ,^-y  .^jj  j^^^^.  ^^^.j^.^.^  ^^^^  ^^^^^j^  islaiuls  had  becu 

abcdished,  and  instead  of  driving  seals  from  6  to  12  miles,  as  was  done 
in  Kussian  times,  none  were  driven  to  exceed  L*i  miles. 

It  is  also  a  well-known  fact  that  none  but  the  ]>hysically  strong  and 

aggressive  bulls  can  hold  a  position  on  the  rookeries;  and  that  a  weak 

or  an  impotent  animal  has  no  desire  to  go  there. 

The  epidemic  theory  was  urged  very  strongly  in   ISOl,  when  the 

rookeries  were  found  t-overed   with  <lead  pups;  but  a 

Bi-ais.*''"*^"'""'  '""""'^  careful  and  technical  examination  was  made  on  several 

of  the   dead   bodies   without   discovering   a   trace  (»f 

organic  disease;  while  starvation  was  so  apparent  that  those  who 

examined  them  decide<l  that  it  was  the  true  cause  of  their  <leath.     Had 

sickness  or  disease  attacked  the  seal  herd,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  suj)- 

pose  a  few  grown  seals  would  be  found  dead  where  so  many  young  ones 

had  died  so  suddenly;  but  the  most  diligent  sean-h  has  failed  t«>  And  a 

growr  seal  dead  upon  the  islands  from  unknown  causes. 

From  the  discovery  of  the  islands  until  the  pi  jsent  time  the  llesh  of 
the  fur-seal  has  been  the  daily  meat  ration  of  the  natives  and  of  the 
■white  people,  and  yet  it  is  a  fact  that  a  tainted  or  diseased  carcass  lias 
never  been  known. 
In  my  opinion  the  solution  of  the  problem  is  plain.  It  is  the  shot- 
iviajjii'  H.aiiiiK  thr  guu  and  ritlc  of  the  pelagic  hunter  which  are  so 
oniyiaus.oi.i.. ..iisr.  destructive  to  the  cow  seals  as  they  go  backwards  and 
forwanls  to  the  fishing  banks  to  sui)ply  the  waste  caused  by  giving 
nourishment  to  their  young. 

At  this  time  they  are  destroyed  by  thousands,  and  their  j'oung  of 

but  a  few  weeks  old  must  necessarily  die  of  starvation,  for  nature  has 

provided  no  other  means  of  subsistence  for  them  at  this  time  of  life. 

Unless  the  pelagic  hunter  is  prevented  from  taking  seals  in  liering 

Sea  and  in  the  North  Pacific,  the  Alaskan  fur  seal  will 

soon  cease  to  be  of  commercial  value. 

L,  A.  NoYES,  M.  D, 
Subscribed  an<l  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  section  1970,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  riiited  States, 
this  lltli  day  of  June,  1892,  at  St,  (Tcorge  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  li.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  iSval  Islands. 
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Depositionof  JIurtison  Gray  Otin,  Trcamiry  ((ijvnt,  in  charge  of  ihc  I'rihi' 

lof  Islands. 


MANAGEMENT.      PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Los  An(JELes,  Cal.,  April  21,  1S92. 

Ifarrisoii Gviiy  Otis, beiiiftdnly  savoiii, says:  I  am  a  resident  of  this tbo 
(;itv  of  Los  Aiii-eles.  California;  am  president  of  the 
Times-Minor  <'om|»any,  and  editor  and  manaj;er  oftiie 
Los  Anjieles  Daily  Tin'ies.  I  was  sjieeial  ajient  of  the  Treasury  Deitart- 
nient,  in  charge  of  the  fur-seal  islands  of  Aiasi;a  durinjt'  the  years  1.S79, 
18S(),  and  J8SI,  and  had  three  assistant  si)eeial  agents  staticnied  at  the 
islands,  aeting  under  my  din'ctions.  During  these  years  I  was  jiresent 
at  the  islands  throughout  eaeh  sealing  season,  having  my  headquarters 
on  the  island  of  St.  Paul,  and  visiting  the  smaller  island  of  St.  (ieorge 
each  season,  and  with  my  assistants  personally  superintemh'd  the  eatch 
of  seals  and  the  count  and  siiipnu'nt  of  skins  in  every  instance.  During 
every  sealing  season,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  1  made  it  my 
special  business  to  personally  visit  and  inspect  the  breeding  rookeries 
and  the  hauling  grounds  from  time  to  time  with  a  view  to  informing 
myself  accurately  as  to  their  real  condition,  especially  as  to  nundters, 
habits,  and  habitat. 

In  all  these  years  seals  of  all  chisses  were  ])resent  at  the  islands  in 
vast  numbers,  so  that  the  annual  catch  of  100,000  skins,        ,     ,        ,.     , 
80,000  on  tst.    raul  and  L'(M)00  on   St.  ( ieorge,   was   ihto-xi. 
taken  with  great  ease  and  facility,  the  killing  season 
proper  extending  over  a  period  of  only  about  fortytive  days  in  each 
year,  and  the  actual  working  days  being  only  from  thirty  two  to  thirty- 
five  in  eaeh  year. 

During  my  term  of  service  at  the  islands  I  made  careful  and  elabo- 
rate rep(!rts"eaeh  year  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  In  one  of  thes«' 
re]torts,  dated  July  30,  ISSl,  I  end)odied  a  compilation  from  the  ofhcial 
records  covering  a  period  from  1871  to  1S81,  with  the  object  of  showing 
the  relative  abundance  of  the  seal  life  during  those  years.  The  tabel 
was  preceded  in  my  report  by  the  following  explanatory 
language:  "The  following  table,  covering  a  period  of 
eleven  years,  shows:  (1)  The  luimber  of  seal  skins  taken  in  each  sealing 
season  proi)er  on  St.  Paul's  Island;  (2)  the  numbei'  of  days  expended  in 
the  work;  (.'})  the  nund)er  of  seah'rs  engaged;  (4)  the  average  number 
of  skins  taken  per  day;  and  (5)  the  average  daily  catch  per  man  en- 
gaged; and  it  is  contidently  submitted  as  the  most  solid  ground  we 
have  to  stand  upon  in  attempting  an  answer  to  the  inquiry,  'Are  the 
fur  seals  of  Alaska  increasing  <u'  diminishing  in  nund)ersr" 

IkieHy  summarized,  the  table  shows  that  the  working  days  for  seal- 
ing proper  were  reduced  from  r»5  in  1871  to.'ia  in  1881;      i„ereii8eiii  ikmi 
that  the  average  daily  catch  was  increased  fnmi  l,37r» 
in  1871  to  2,ir)8  in  1881,  and  that  the  daily  average  catch  per  man  em- 
ployed was  increased  from  21  in  1871  to  .■)2  in  1881. 

The  plain  lesson  taught  l)y  these  tigures  and  comi>arisons  is  that  the 
vast  increase  in  the  seal  life  due  to  the  proper  and  ade- 
<pn»te  protection  of  the  rookeri»'s  ami  of  the  waters 
adjacent  thereto  nuule  it  possible  for  the  lessees  to  take  the  full  qmtta 
of  100,000  skins  in  the  very  short  i>eriod  of  from  thirty-three  tothirty- 
tive  working  days.  In  truth,  so  abundant  were  the  seals  (iuring  these 
years  that  after  the  close  of  the  sealing  season,  abont  .Inly  20,  wh  'ii  the 
entire  number  of  100,000  skins  had  been  taken,  the  rookeries  an<i  haul 
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iiig  {rrounds  still  lield  a  vast  iiopiilatioii   of  tln'so  animals  ami  it  re- 
quiied  an  cxix'vt  toju'iccivt'  the  fact  that  tlicy  liad  been  (h'plctcd  at  all. 
During  tlioso  years  tlic  scaJinji'  season  conniK'nccd  about  .hiiic  1st  t() 
^   ,,  itli  and  <'losed  invariably  bolore  the  -'Otli  of  .lulv,  so 

that  the  disturbaiicc.  to  the  lieiu  was  «'<»nhned  to  the 
shortest  ]>ossible  i)eriod  of  time  and  r«'duced  to  the  miniunim.     The 
efleet  of  this  was  of  course  most  excellent.     In  addition  to  which  fact 
the  skins  were  always  in  prime  condition  diirin"'  that 
])eriod;  whereas,  later  on,  the  "sta;i'ey      season  com- 
mences, when  the  skins  are  inlerioi-  and  not  marketable. 
The  consi)icuons  fact  most  ai)i)arent  to  nie  diiriny  all  those  years  was 
,.  ,  ^,    .    ,.„  ,    that  bv  the  enHncement  of  the  avIsc  laws  »'nacte(i  by 
(  ongress  early  after  the  ac(|iiisition  ot  Alaska,  this 
])n'cious  animal  life  could  be  and  \yas  proti'cted  and  i)i«'served  in  the 
fullest  nu'asure,  and  that  being-  so  protected  the  natural  increase  of  the 
herds  more  than  otl'set  the  annual  killing-,  great  as  it  was. 
The  most  scru]>nlous  care  was  always  taken  by  all  ]>ersons  at  the 
islands,    including   (lovernment  agents,    the    A'aska 
Commercial  Comi>any's  agents,  and  the  native  chiefs 
and  i)eople,  to  spare  and  jM'otect  the  mother  seals,  whether  ujxui  the 
rookeries  or  elsewhere  on  the  islands;  so  careful  were  we  in  that  re- 
gard that  wheneyer  a  fenmleseal  hai)i)en«'d  to  be  driven  up  along  with 
a  herd  of  killable  seals,  or  "bachelors,"  she  >vas  promjitly  distinguished 
fr(»m  the  males,  never  killed,  but  sei>arated  from  the  mass  and  allo^ved 
to  nndvc  her  way  again  to  the  sea.     In  all  resjtects  gi('at<'are  was  taken 
to  i)reyent  the  unnecessary  harassment  of  any  class  of  seals,  whether 
old  or  young,  male  or  female. 

The  breeding  rctokeries  themsi-lyes  were  never  under  any  circum- 
stances disturbed.  There  was  indeed  no  occasion  to 
tuK''""''  ""^  '""  ^lif^turb  them,  becatise  the  killable  seals,  oi"  bachelors," 
from  3  to  ~»  years  old,  were  so  numerous  that  the  \vhoh' 
catch  could  be  taken  froni  this  class  with  the  ease  and  facility  \yliich 
1  have  already  described. 
Besi<les,  under  the  oi)eration  of  the  natural  laws  governing  the  s|)e<'ies 
in  their  habitat,  the  classes  are  «listin<'tly  separated  on 
land,  the  bulls,  cows,  and  pui>soccu|»ying  the  breeding 
ro«>keries  i)roi)er,  while  what  are  kn()wn  as  the  "  t)ach('lors,"  to  wit, 
those  young  nuiles  which  have  not  arrivi'd  at  the  dignity  of  being  the 
lieads  of  barems,  haul  out  of  the  sea  and  gathei-  n|)on  tlie  shores  sejt- 
arate  and  apart  from  the  breeding  rookeries,  so  tliat  the  driying  for 
killing  ]>urposes  could  then  be  readily  done  without  interfering  with 
the  bi-eeding  rookevies.  Thus  a  wise  deference  on  the  jiart  of  man  to 
the  habits  of  this  systennitic  race  of  animals  can  be  turned  to  yaluabh^ 
ac<'Ount  and  nature  be  made  to  reinforce  commerce  in  hei'  work. 
During  those  years  the  lawless  occupation  of  seal  j)oaching  Avas  in 
its  infaiu'y.  Maramliiig  vessels,  it  is  true,  api>eared 
from  time  to  time  in  these  waters,  but  the  islands  were 
so  well  guarded  that  during  my  term  of  ofllice  there  never  was  a  suc- 
cessful rai<l  or  landing  upon  either  of  the  islands  of  St.  Paul  or  St. 
(leorge.  The  only  landing  upon  any  island  of  the  group  was  mad<'  in 
June,  1881,  upon  the  nnoccu]>ied  island  of  Otter  (not  incbuh'd  in  the 
lease),  as  d<'scrii»ed  in  my  special  report  to  the  Secn'tary  of  the  Ti-eas- 
ury,  dated  July  1,  1881.  On  that  occasion  a  jtri'datory  schooui'i-  suc- 
ceeded in  landing  a  boat's  crew,  who  killed  forty  or  fifty  seals,  when 
they  were  driven  off  by  a  boat  sent  by  me  for  that  i»urpose  from  St. 
Paul,  about  G  miles  distant. 


Classen  of  seals. 


No  raiilsin  1881. 
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AiiotluT  practical  proof  of  tlic  i'.wi  that  the  seals  were  goucrally 
iiicieasin;;'  diiriiijn'  those  years  on  St.  ['aiii's  [slaml  was 
IouikI  ill  the  fact  that  a  larj;«'  overplus  touiid  their  way 
to  the  Islaiiil  of  Otter,  a  small  island  about  six  miles 
away,  ami  not  iiiclmled  in  the  Alaska  ( 'oininercial 
('om|)any's  lease.  Otter  was  not  a  lireedinn'  islaml,  but  a  loatinji'  and 
resting,'  i)lace  for  the  '•  bachelor"  seals,  which  con;irej;ated  tlnne  to  the 
number  of  several  thousands  diirinj;'  the  season.  1  noted  the  move- 
ment with  care,  and  believed  then  that  with  due  prote«*tion  the  island 
would  in  time  have  become  a  breedin;-'  island  like  the  others,  only  to  a 
lesser  extent.  My  views  and  ol»servations  in  rcjuard  to  Otter  Island 
were  set  out  in  a  spe»'ial  report  to  the  Secrc^tary  of  the  Treasury,  dated 
April  1,  1SS2, 

My  observation  in  ref;'ard  to  the  pii])  seal  lifedui-iny-  those  years  was 
that   the  loss  from    natural   <'auses   was   exceedinj;lv    ,,      ,    , 
small.     I  made  ireinient   visits  to  the  brccdmj;'  rook- 
eries duriiijn'  and  after  the  I'losc  of  the  breediiit''  season,  and  found  only 
a  very  small  numbcrof  dead  bodies:  it  was  a  rare  thin;n"  to  find  a  dead  pup 
seal.     In  on<^  of  my  ollicial  reports  I  made  an  estimate  of  the  loss  trom 
natural  causes,  which  I  tixed,  1  l)elieve,  at  only  1  or  2  [»er  cent  of  all 
classes.     Some  of  tlu'se  losses  were  diu'  to  their  perhaps   to(»  early 
attempts  to  swim.     When  the  pup  is  a  few  months  old 
the  mother  seal  conducts  it  to  the  water  and  teaches  it  ^J^v^  kaminji   lo 
to  swim  iH'ar  the  shore.     If  a  heavy  sea  is  encountered         '  '*'*'' 

the  weak  little  i»up  is  liable  to  be  thrown  by  the  surf  aj>ainst  th*'  rocks 
and  killed, but  under  natural  c(»nditions  and  with  the  protection  to  the 
rookeries  formerly  i'liforced  at  the  islands,  the  losses  from  this  cause 
an<l  all  others  combined  (save  alone  the  authorized  killing)  amoniitt'd 
to  an  infinitesimal  peiu'cnta;;*'  of  the  whole  numbers  in  the  herds. 

The  practice  formerly  prevailed  of  [H'rmittiiij;'  the  native  people  to 
kill  a  verv  considerable  number  of  four-months'  old   , ,  . 

,.        ,.'      1         rni   •  1  I  ».  X'  1  •  I       1  MIPS  killed  tor  loiMJ. 

pups  lor  lood.  lliis  was  done  about  November  in  each 
year,  the  numbers  so  killed  beinji' ."ijOOd  on  St.  Paul  Island  and  l,r)(M> 
on  St.  (leorge  Island.  Aftei'  ol)servati(»n  and  study,  1  satisHcd  myself 
that  the  number  of  i)up  seals  so  killed  mij;lit  proiu'ily  be  diminished 
somewhat,  althouj>h  it  couhl  only  be  done  against  strong  opposition  on 
the  part  of  the  native  people,  who  are  specially  partial  to  the  meat  of 
pup  seals,  claiming  that  for  i»uri)Oses  of  salting  and  preseivation  for 
winter  food  the  meat  of  the  older  seals  is  uii.tit.  I,  however,  restrictt'd 
the  killing  of  jmps  to  3,000  on  St.  Paul  Island  and 
1,(MM)  on  St.  (leorge  Island,  upon  the  condition  and  .iWH.ir  "'''"''•' ■■'■■ 
agreement  on  the  part  of  the  Alaska  Commercial 
Company,  which  alsofavore<l  the  restriction,  that  it  would  supply  to  the 
native  people,  in  lieu  of  the  pup  seal  meat  taken  away,  a  suflii'ient 
quantity  of  corned  beef  and  canned  milk  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the 
inhabitants.  Deterence  was  always  paid  to  tin;  wants  and  the  fixed 
tastes  of  the  native  people  and  tlu'ir  families  in  this  matter  of  supply- 
ing young  seal  meat  for  their  sultsisteiice,  for  the  reason  that  the  entire 
seal  industry  at  these  islands  h:)s  always  deiiemlcd  in  so  large  a  meas- 
ure upon  the  skill  and  labor  of  these  people,  who  have  invariably  been 
ein[>loyed  to  take  the  skins,  and  have  no  otlicr  occupation  whatever.  In 
the  i>lethoric  condition  of  the  rookeries  during  the  period  of  my  servi<'e 
at  the  islands,  and  with  the  vast  numbers  of  seals  of  all  kinds,  there 
was  not  any  dilticulty  about  the  matter  of  either  food  seals  or  the  taking 
of  seal  skins  for  connnereial  purposes.  Stringency  could  only  arise  by 
the  general  destruction  of  the  seal  life  which  has  taken  place  in  recent 
years. 
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In  rejjanl  to  tlit?  broiid  (|iu'sti(»ii  of  the  pr(»to<'ti()ii  of  tlio  soiil  lifo  at 
our  posKcssioiis  in  tlic  lleriny;  Si'ii.  I  have  clear  and  tleeided  views.     I 
think   there   Inis  been  a  criiiiinal   waste  of  this  most 
^^rriminai  wa^tc  of  ,„.e,.ij^„^  aninuil  life,  and  that  the  wlu.le  recent  em  of 
destinetion  should  have  been   avertetl  by  the  i)roin|>t 
ami  forcible  interferene<' of  the  (lovernnuMit.     It  is  n  yreat  indnsti-y, 
that  deserves  the  fullest  protection,  ,»lictlier  the  (lov- 
ernnieiit  and  people  of  the  United  States,  or  those  of 
Great  IJritain,  or  Canada,  or  Ifnssia,  are  concerned. 
All  liavi^  interests  more  or  less  in  common  iu  the  perpetnaticni  of  the 
seal  life  and  the  preservation  of  this  industry.    The  destnntion  of  the 
seals  results  only  in  loss  to  all.     When  they  a^-e  g<nie,  there  are  no 
longer  any  seals  to  quarrel  over  and  no  need  of  the  inothhs  riiriidi.     I 
believe  that  our  (loverinnent  should  have  son};;ht  the  co(>i)eration  of  that 
of  Russia,  and  that  they  should  Jointly  have  thrown  a  i)owerful  tleet  into 
those  waters  and  protected  the  connn(ni  interest.    There  is  no  qm'stion 
in  my  mind  but  that  Ji  vast  deal  of  the  destruction  whi(;h  has  been  in'oinjf 
on  in  recent  years  is  directly  due  to  the  lawless  killing 
in  the  o])en  sea  on  the  anninil  migrations  of  the  female 
seals  northward  to  the  seal  islands  for  the  purpose  of  bearhifj  their 
young,  and  later,  on  their  voyages  from  th«'  rookeries  to  the  adjacent 
tishing  banks  in  search  of  footl.    You  can  no  mtuv  preserve  tin'  seal 
life  at  tlu'se  islands  with  these  destructive  methods  in 
ti.m.'"*'*''*'*  deotruc  y^gm.  than  you  t'ould  preserve  a  band  of  sheep  or  any 
race  of  donu'stit;  animals  by  turning  loose  a  pack  ul' 
wolves  to  raid  them  between  their  pasture  grounds  and  their  corrals. 
A  fur  seal  is  an  aninnd  of  high  and  tine  organism,  with  wonderful  deli- 
cacy sind  sensitiveness,  and  however  nnich  atta<'hed  to  their  natural 
land  habitat  they  may  be,  are  easily  driven  ther«'from  by  violent  meth- 
ods, whether  upon  land  or  in  the  water.    The  whole 
^jrotection  neces-  ^^^.,.(1^;,  in  uiy  JudguuMit,  of  the  i)reservation  of  the  seal 
life  at  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  in  t\n^  Bering  Sea  lies 
in  a  prompt  return  to  those  early  methods  of  ])reservation  wliich  pro- 
duced such  nuirvelous  results  for  good  tlnring  the  earlier  years  of  our 
possession  of  the  islands.    The  suppression  of  unlawful 
ticmesieutiar*''*''''    '^"^^  miscellaneous  seal  killing,  whether  in  the  open  sea 
or  along  our  northern  coasts,  is  the  essential  thing,  in 
my  judgment,  to  resuscitate  this  great  industry  and  prevent  the  utter 
extermination  of  the  seal  life. 

To  one  like  myself,  having  a  i)ractical  knowletlge  of  the  sul)ject,  de- 
rived from  close  personal  observation  and  study  on  the  ground,  it  is 
anuizing  that  there  should  have  been  so  much  delay  on  the  [>art  of  the 
countries  most  concerned,  in  arriving  at  a  full  agreenu'nt  for  the  ade- 
quate protection  of  this  unique  and  valuable  industry.  Indiscriminate 
poaching  has  only  resulted  in  ni.jury  to  the  common  interest,  benetiting 
only  the  few  lawless  poachers  who  have  lieen  sutlered  to  invade  what 
should  be  treated  as  sacred  nnirine  teri'ittny. 

1  desire  to  add  that  1  have  not  now,  ami  never  have  had,  any  pecun- 
iary or  propertv  interest  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  sealing 
industry,  and  that  1  look  upon  this  (juestion  simply  as  an  American 
citizen  desirims  of  seeing  that  which  belongs  to  our  Goverinnent  and 
people  defended  and  pn)tected  to  the  utternn>st. 

llAiMiisoN  Git  AY  Otis. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2r)th  day  of  April,  1802. 

[L.S.J  FllEDEllICK    IlARFvNESS, 

Kotary  Pubiio. 
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Di'2>osition   of  Benjamin  F.   Scrihnrr,  assistant   Treasury  agent  on  the 
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I  am  G(5 


District  of  Columbia. 

Cif!/  1/    Wasliinf/ton,  ss : 
lit'iijaiiiin  F.  Scribiu'r,  bi'iii;^  duly  sworn,  dt'posos  und  siiys: 
years  ofaue,  and  a  pliarnuifist  l»v  inoli'ssion.     Mv  i'«'s-   ., 

•1  •         X'  All  II  III  10-.->       T  I'.XIM  rifficr. 

idi'nce  IS  New  Albany,  Ind,     In  -Mily,  l.S(<s,  1  was  ap- 
pointed assistant  Treasury  ai;('nt  lor  the  seal  islands,  iind  arrived  on 
said  islands  in  May,  1S71>.     I  landed  at  St.  (}»'(Mf;e  Island  and  r«'inained 
there  continuously  until  Aujuust,  1.S80,  except  a  part  of  the  season  of 
ISSO  1  spent  «>n  St.   Paul  Island.     Durinj"  this  tinu'  I  made  a  careful 
study  of  seal  life  in  connection  with  my  orticial  duties,  and  also  for  my 
own  satisfaction.     I  noticed  duiinji'  this  i>eriod  no  perceptible  increa.so 
in  the  breeding  rookeries  on  St.  (ieorye.     There  was 
always  in  both  seas(Uis  a   avvixt   sulticiency  of  adult   m.ljjl^'"-^  mi  ,,  ,itiit 
males  to  serve  all  the  females  coming  to  the  island,  and 
I  noticed  each  year  a  great  number  of  idle,  vigorous  bulls  behind  the 
breeding grc muds  who  could  uot  obtain  consorts,  and  one  of  these  extra 
bulls  always   took  the  jdace   (»f  an  old  male  unable 
longer  to  be  of  use  for  Ineeding  puiposes.     It  is  my  i,„n!<''''''"-  '"'"■''■  "^ 
opinion  that  a  bull  is  able  to  fertilize  a  hundred  or 
more  cows,  and  this  fact  I  base  upon  my  observations  of  the  habits  and 
conditi<ms  of  the  males  while  located  on  the  rookeries.     It  is  utterly 
useless  to  eiuleavor  to  estimate  the  number  of  seals  on  the  islands.  One 
might  as  well  try  to  estimate  a  swarm  of  locusts,  for  they  are  constantly 
in  motion,  never  tor  an  instant  seeming  to  be  at  rest.     Tin*  breeding 
rookjM'ies  can,  of  course,  be  measurcMl  from  year  to  year,  and  thes«< 
measurements  would  show  an  increase  or  decicase  of  seal  life,  for  the 
harems  on  the  rookery  are  in  close  proximity,  whetlu'r  there  are  few  or 
a  great  many  of  them. 

The  areas  covered  by  these  rookeries  are  very  broken  and  uneveii,  on 
account  of  the  huge  nuisses  of  rock  which  are  distributed  in  ujiequal 
quantities  over  the  surface  of  every  rookery.     Therefore,  to  count  the 
seals  on  a  given  area  and  use  that  to  estimate  the  whole  ninnber  on  the 
rookery  would  be  absurd.     The  estinmtesof  the  number  of  seals  which 
have  been  made  heretofore  are  entirely  unreliable  in  my  opinion,  and 
no  dependence (U- calculations  should  be  based  on  su<-h  guesses.   Xever 
while  I  was  on  St.  (leorge  Island  did  1  see  a  dead  pu]» 
on  the  rookeries,  and  1  certainly  should  have  noticed    ^^^^|'  '''•"'  i'"!"*  '" 
if  there  had  been  any  inunber  <m  the  island.     In  my 
judgment,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  the  habits  and  conditions  (»f  seal 
life,  I  would  state  that  a  pu])  Ixu-n  in  the  water  would  certaiidy  perish, 
and  I  never  saw  <luring  my  experience  a  juip  land  on   the  island  with 
the  fenniles  when  they  arriveil  in  the  early  summer,  and  I  never  heard 
of  such  a  case.     I  am  contident  that  if  a  mother  seal 
was  killed  while  absent  from  the  island  her  pup  would    ""'""  "''  """"''^^*- 
die  of  starvation  in  a  few  days,  for  the  female  seal  will  not  suckle  any 
pup  but  her  own.    While  on  St.  (Jeorg«'  Island  I  attended  nearly  every 
killing  of  the  bachelor  seals  (which  are  the  ones  taken  for  their  skins) 
and  also  many  drives.     I  very  frecjuently  went  over      .  . 
the  ground  where  a  drive  had  been  made,  after  such     "^"'- 
had  taken  place.     I  became  familar  with  the  manner  of  driving,  hand- 
ling, and  killing  the  seals  by  tin-  natives,  and  1   con- 
sider the  methods  emi)loyed  by  them  to  be  practically 
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perfect,  suul  no  imiuovomciit  cim  hv  iiiadc  (tii  such  iiictliods.  Tlic  great 
est  <nire  is  always  taken  not  to  lieat  the  seals  in  tlrivinj^;  them,  anil  in 
case  the  sun  came  out  dnrinjj  a  drive  the  seals  were  allowed  to  return 
to  the  sea. 

Only  two  females  were  ever  killed,  to  my  kuowledjie,  by  the  natives 
in  driving.     I  then   mad«'  every  etl'ort  to  discover  who 
had  killed  them,  my  object  beinj^' to  tiiontnghiy  impn'ss 
on  the  minds  of  tlie  natives  and  tlie  agents  of  the 
lessees  that  the  accident  must  n(»t  occur  again.     It  was  a  very  rare  oc- 
„  ...  currenee  fora  seal  to  be  killed  bvoveidriving.     I  never 

saw  or  hear«l  of  a  seal  benig  injured  by  driving  or  iv- 
driving,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  reprodm-tive  organs  of  a  seal  were 
never  injured  by  any  such  means.  The  idea  tlnit  the  virility  of  a  nude 
seal  was  impaired  by  driving  or  redriving  is  preposterous,  for  a  male 
seal  Avhicli  can  survive  fasting  for  three  mouths,  ami  the  serious  wouiuls 
and  violent  e.\erti<ms  of  coullicts  on  the  rookeries,  besi<les  serving  so 
nuiny  fenndes,  could  stand  almost  any  amount  of  driving  while  a  bach- 
eloi'.  While  I  was  on  the  islands  there  were  no  raids  on  the  rookeries, 
and  seal  life  was  never  depleted  at  that  time  by  such  uu'aus.  The  seal 
herd  which  freiiuents  St.  I'aul  and  St.  (leoi'ge  can  be 
only  lU'cserved,  in  my  opinion,  by  preventing  all  kill- 
ing of  seals  except  on  the  islands,  where  judicious 
reguhitionscan  be  enforced  as  to  the  nund)er,  sex,  age,  and  conditions 
of  the  .seals  to  be  taken;  otherwise  extermination  will  lesidt  in  a  very 
short  time.  If  the  seal  herd  is  jirotected,  au<l  the  regulaiious  now  in 
force  are  maintaiiu'd,  a  hundred  thousand  seals  can  be  taken  annually 
from  these  islands  for  an  imleliniti'  tiiae,  jnovided  the  seal  life  is  allowed 
to  regstiu  its  normal  condition  from  the  <liain   lately  made  upon  it  by 
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iter  occasioned  by  open-sea  sealing. 

J>.   J'\   ScilllJNKH. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  i)id>lic  in  and  for  the 
District  of  (Jolumbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  l'3d  day  of  April,  1S02. 
[l.  S.J  Sevellon  a.  liUOWN. 

Notary  Fuhlic. 


Deposition  of  Leon  SIosk,  member  of  the  firm  of  Louis  Sloss  d;  Co.,  furriers 
and  superintendent  for  the  former' lessees  on  the  I'rihihf  Islands. 
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management.    pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Caltfounia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Franr-'seo,  ss: 

Leon  Sloss,  having  been  duly  sworn,  fle])oses  and  says:  Tain  .33 years 
_  of  age,  a  native  of  < ',i;ifornia,  and  a  resident  of  San 

Irancisco,  Calitorvp.  1  was  tor  several  years  a 
director  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  and  am  a  member  of 
the  partnership  of  Louis  Sloss  &  Co.,  and  have  been  engaged  for  the 
past  fifteen  years  in  dealing  in  wools,  hides,  and  fur  skins,  but  have 
now  no  interest  in  seals  or  sealeries. 

I  was  sui)erintendent  pro  tempore  of  the  sealeries  of  Alaska  in  the 
interim  from  1S82  to  1885,  inclusive,  during  the  illness  of  II.  H.  Mcln- 
tyre,  the  regular  superintendent,  and  spent  the  sealing  season  of  those 
three  years  on  the  Pribilof  Isl.ands  in  the  personal  utanagcment  of  the 
business.  lam,  therefort^,  by  reason  of  this  service  and  of  my  active 
employment  at  all  other  times  in  the  ottice  of  the  Alaska  Commercial 
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Coinpaiiv  t'lom  1.S77  to  fliis  (lute,  ;iti|n;iiiit«Ml  vvitli  rvory  iispoi^t  of  \\ui 
hiisiiu'ss,  Ml  advices  fntrii  mir  LoikIoii  a^t'Uts,  hikI  intoiiniitioii  in  iv- 
H',\Vi\  to  tlic  seiilsiiiii  iiiiJiUct  tVoiii  all  souicos,  pass(Ml  tlii-ou}>'h  my  haii<M, 
and  instructions  to  the  a^icnts  o\'  tlu>  roinpaiiy  in  rejianl  to  tlu' class  oC 
skins  desireil  cniauatcd  Iroiii  time  to  time  from  mo.  I  liad  noditlicnity 
in  ;;ettiiij;  the  si/c  and  \vci;;lit  of  skins  as  ordered,  nor  had  my  prede- 
cessors in  tlit'(»l1ic(>,  n))  to  and  in< mdinji'  ISSl.  The  casks 
in  which  \vc  i>ackcd  lliiiu  for  shipment  were  mad*' by  ,a8k*'."  "'  '""'""« 
the  same  man  for  man.\  years,  and  were  always  of  iini 
form  size.  In  ISS.*)  ihcsc  casks  averaj;ed  about  47A  skins  each,  and  iu 
1SS(»  they  averaji'cd  al)out  ."iO:?  skins  each,  as  shown  by  the  records  in 
our  otlicc.  After  this  date  the  nund>er  incrvasc^d,  and  in  ISSS  they 
avcrajieil  altout  oo2  skins  per  cask,  and  in  lsS!»avera;;Hdabout  «>0  skins 
per  cask.  These  latter  were  not  such  -^kins  as  we  wanted,  but  the 
snperintendent  on  the  isIandH  reported  ihatthey  were  the  best  he  could 
Ji'ot. 

The  work  of  takin^^the  annual  *' cratch  "  was  done  in  18S.'{,  ISSt,  and 
18.sr»  under  my  maiiajjement  in  the  sauur  way  in  every  particulai'  as 


iindei'  my  predecessor.     The  seals  weie  eanrl'ully  drivt'U, 


Itriviii;;. 


I)r< 


handled,  and  killed   in   an  orderly  manner,  the  whole 

W(trk  bein^'  carried  on  as  systennitically  and  (piietly  as  in  the  well  c(Ui- 

ductcd  slauj;hti'rhouses  in  oui-  cities.     The  talk  altout  lasting  injiny 

resultinj;  from  overexertion  t<»  such  seals  as  are  turned  back  to  the 

water  after  having  been  driven  to  the  killing   grounds    is   nonsense. 

The   management  of    the    rookeries    the    liist    lilteen    years   of    the 

Alaska    Commercial    (^om])any'8  lease    resulted    in    a    large  increase 

of  seals.    The  same  business  management  continued,  and   the  same 

systrn   was  pursued  to  the  end  of  the  term,  yet  in  the  Ia.-»t  live  years 

tin-  HMtkeries  fell  off.     Clearly  it  was  through  no  fault 

of  the  company,  and  resultc<l  fi'oin  some  cause  beyond 

their  control.     I  do  not  thiidc  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  nnide 

any  mistakes  in  managing  the  seal  herd.     They  handled 

them  in  every  respect  as  1  would  have  (h)ne  if  they  had    .{'"V''  »*xvivis.(i  i.y 

,  1  A.  II  iii'i-    Aliiskii     Clin -iiial 

been  my  own  personal  property,  and  as  I  would  do  it   coiniiaiiy. 
tlioy  were  now  to  <M>me  into  my  hands.     If  they  erred 
in  any  particular  in  their  management,  it  was  in  their  futile  attempt  iu 
ISSS  and  ISSl)  to  stop  the  waste  of  seal  life  at  the  island  si)igot  while  it 
was  rtiiming  out  at  the  bnnghole  of  i)elagic  sealing. 

Thi'  record  shows  that  we  did  not  finish  the  cateh  as  early  in  18S,~)  as 
had  been  dcmein  former  years.     I  do  not  think  this  was  from  any  lack 
of  seals,  but  was  caused  by  greater  care  iu  making  our  selecti(Hi  of  ani- 
nuds  to  be  killed.     1  saw  no  dimiiuition  of  seal  life  dur- 
ing my  three  years  on  the  island.    The  outlines  of  the   ,„jS."  "'"••'"■""'  "i>  to 
rookeries  remained  just  about  the  same  from  year  to 
year.    I  was  told  at  the  tinu's  that  there  had  formerly  been  a  large  in- 
crease, and. did  not  then  understand  why  it  did  not  continiu*,  as  every 
eonditi<m  seemed  favorable  for  it.    There  were,  api)arently,  an  abun- 
danee  of  bulls  for  service;  every  cow  seemed  to  have 
a  pup  and  all  were  healthy  and   in  good  condition. 
No  females  were  killed,  and  in  the  natural  order  of  ..u^j^',.,!;;"^'"''"*  '''"'"' 
growth  there  ought  to  have  been  at  this  tinu'  a  eon- 
stantly  increasing  area  covered  with  breeding  rookeries.    Yet  sui-li 
was  not  the  ease.    The  explanation  of  the  matter  came  later  when  we 
fairly  awoke  to  the  fact  that  (uir  animals  were  being  slaughtered  by 
tens  of  th<msands  in  the  North   Pacific.     I  knew  in  a 
commercial  Avay  from  our  sales  catalogue  that  a  very  J„\l';;^."'  "'  ^^'"8'° 
large  number  of  "  V^ictoria  skins,"  as  they  were  called. 
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were  being  sent  tomavlvet,  and  that  this  nniiihev  yrew constantly  larjjer; 
,,,  .    ,.,.,.  but  1  (li»l  not  then  know,  as  1   now  do,  that  each  skin 

Wastool  life.  ,,  i.    i     1  \        ±' J.  i.1  11 

soul  rcpresentated  a  waste  oi  two  or  three  and])er]iai)s 
even  four  or  live  seals  to  obtain  it.  Nor  was  any  attention  given  to  the 
now  well  known  I'act  tiiat  these  animals  were  a  |»art  of  our  herd,  as 
wrongfully  stolen  from  us,  1  bcliev*',  as  my  cattle  w(»uld  be  if  driven  in 
and  approitriated  I'rom  the  highway  when  lawfully  feeding. 

Trof.  11.  W.  lOlliott  says  in  liis  report  (tf  1S74  tliat:  "With  regard  t(t 
the  increase  of  seal  life,  I  do  not  think  it  witliin  the  i)ower  of  human 
inaiiageuK'nt  to  jtromott^  this  end  to  the  slightest  appreciable  degree 
beyond  its  present  extent  and  condition  in  a  state  of  nature." 

If  he  means  by  the  words  "in  a  state  of  nature,"  a  condition  in  which 
no  slaughter  is  allowed,  I  quite  agree  with  him;  but  I 

Breeains..f.eai8.    j^^  j,^^^  .j^.,,^.^,  ^,,.j^  ^j^^  increase  can  not  be  aide<l  by 

killing  surjdus  biUls.  When  herded  in  "omnu)n  ]»asture,  the  greatest 
nunduT  of  progeny  from  our  doiiu'stic  animals  will  unciuestionably  be 
brought  forth  and  live  to  adult  age  if  a  large  portion  of  the  males  have 
beiMi  killed  or  castrated.  The  same  no  doubt  holds  g(»od  with  respect 
to  the  seals.  It  is(udy  when,  as  in  thecaseoftheseals,  that  tiu' mothers 
and  young  ottspiing  are  slaughtered  that  the  increase  is  checked.  I 
am  informed  bv  our  London  sales  agent,  and  believe. 
Mostly  females  tak.....  ^^^,^^  ,jp.,j,j^,  ^,^.  ^|,,j^^.  niiM'-teutlis  of  the  Victoria  catch 

is  «!omprised  of  females. 

I  am  asked  if  a  zone  of  prcdiibition  about  the  islands,  a  territorial 

limitation,  or  a  close  season  for  pelagic  sealing,  one  or 
Zmw   us.-i.'9s    for  .,||  ,,j-  ^\^^>^^,  restricti(tns  will  not,  in  myopinion.  iirove  a 

sutiu'ieni  lestraint  njton  marine  hunters  to  allow  the 
rookeries  to  grow  again.  I  answer  ein|>hati<ally  no.  I  do  not  believe 
they  will  suffice,  ami  my  answer  is  without  i»ersoiial  bias,  tor  I  am  not 
now  engaged  in  the  sealskin  trade  and  have  no  interest  in  the  industry 
other  than  that  of  the  average  American  citizen  The  scan-ity  of  seals 
and  conse<im'nt  high  luice  of  skins  stimulates  the  ingenuity  of  every 
man  in  the  business  either  t(»  evade  restriction  or  i.:veiit  more  certain 

methods  for  captuiiug  the  animals.  The  rookeries  are 
^  I),  struct  ion   immi-   ,|,)()med  to  certain  destruction   unless  brought  within 

the  sole  management  of  those;  on  the  islands,  whose 
interest  it  IS  to  care  for  them.  Marine  sealing  should  be  absolutely 
prohibited  and  the  prohibition  enforced. 

r  In  ve  handled  many  sealskins  coming  from  both  north  and  simth 
of  this  port,  and  can  readily  distinguish  the  ditlerence  between  tluMii. 
Those  from  the  southern  islands  are  fr<»m  a  diltereiit  si)ecies  from  the 
Alaskans,  and  both  differ  from  the  Asiatic  skins.  The  skins  from  the 
warmer  latitudes  are  greatly  inferior.  The  fur  is  short  and  thin,  and 
of  a  reddish  brown  i-ohtr.  They  can  be  det«'cted  at  once.  It  is  not  au 
easy  t^)  distinguish  the  Alaska  from  the  Asiatic  skins,  but  expeits  in 
handling  them,  nevertheless,  do  it  with  unerring  accuracy. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  befoK*  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  A.  I).  1S!(2. 
[SEAL. J  Clement  Benniott, 

Notary  rublii: 
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Deposition  of   Willium  11.    Willidiiis,  Trcasuri/  lujcnt  in  charge  of  the 

Vribilof  IsUtnds. 

MANAGEMENT.      PELAGIC   SEALING. 


WilliiiMi  H.  Williams,  brinji'  «luly  sworn,  deposi's  and  saj's:  I  reside  at 
VV«'lIin<'ton,01ii<>,  and  am  .V»  vearsofaiiv;  that  I  am  the 
I  nitt'd  htat'.'s   Ireasnry  Aucnt  m  charf^c  ol  tiie  ht'al 
Islands  in  IJerin}*' Sva;  that  in  pursnance  (»t'  Department  iustrni-tions  to 
me  of  May -57, 18JM,  I  nmd*'  a  carcf-l  examination  dnrinj;'   the  sealing 
season  <»f  the  habits,  niimhers.  and  conditions  of  the  seals  and  seal  rook- 
eries with  a  view  of  reportinji  to  the  Department  Irom  observation  and 
sneh  knowledge  on  the  snbjcct  as  I  mij^ht  obtain  whether  (»r  not  in  my 
opini<»n  the  seals  are  diminisiiin<;' on  the  L'ribilof  Islamls.  and,  if  so,  the 
causes  therefor;  thatas  a  result  of  such  investi^iation  I  found,  from  tlie 
statements  inacle  to  nu'  by  tiie   natives  on  sai(l   islands,  (iovcrnnu'ut 
Aj^cnts,  Employes  of  the  lessees,  sonu'  of  whom  had  lu'en  on  said  islands 
for  many  years,  that  a  decrease  in  nundterof  seals  had 
be«'n  ^nadually  goin}^- on   since   l<S8r»,  and   iliat   in  the  sin!.' iK'ir.. ''""'"*'""" 
hist  three  years  the  decrejise  had  been  very  lajtid. 

A  <-areful  and  freciuent  examination  of  the  haulinji'  j;rounds  and 
brccdinjr  rookeries  by  myself  and  assistant  a/^^cnts  during''  the  months 
of  June,  July,  and  Anj-ust  showed  that  the  seals  had  ji'reatly  dinnn- 
i.shed  in  nund)er,  and  we  found  larj;e  vacant  spac«'s  on  all  the  rook- 
eries which  in  former  years  duiinj;'  these  months  had  liecn  covered  by 
thousands  of  seals;  that  prior  to  1SS8  the  lessees  had  been  able  to  take 
1()(I,()0(>  skins  from  male  seals,  but  I  am  clearly  of  the  ,,„|^.  ,„„..ti,ini  <>f 
opini(m  that  n(tt  more  than  one-third  of  that  nnndter  <ini>«a'c,f  skins  .ouici 
<»i  me  'cliantable  skins  could  hav«'  been  taken  durin;^' 
the  year  181)1.  Furthermore,  I  nuide  carel'ul  inquiry  of  the  peoi»le  on  the 
islands,  both  native  and  white,  and  of  those  who  were  or  had  bei'u 
employed  as  masters  or  mates  on  sealinj:'  vessels,  and  others  interested 
one  way  or  another  in  the  capture  of  fur  seals  f(»r  food  or  for  pr  it,  and 
failed  t<»  tind  any  of  them  but  who  a<lmitred  that  the  nuiid)ei  .f  seals 
in  the  Hering  Sea  was  much  less  now  than  a  few  years  sine*',  and  nearly 
all  of  them  j^ave  it  as  their  o])inion  that  the  decrease 
in  nundiei' wasduc  to  pelauic  hunt inj-',  or,  as  they  more  piia^'irSinJ;""  '" 
lre<pu'ntly  expressed  it,  the  killiufj  of  females  in  the 
water.  It  was  freely  admitted  l>y  the  pelaj-ic-  hunters  with  whom  I 
conveised  that  but  a  very  small  per  cent  of  their  catch  was  males,  and 
I  found  their  statements  in  this  respect  verified  by  the  dealeis  who 
bought  or  handle<l  the  skins  and  placed  tliem  on  tlie  nmrket.  Tlu'y 
ar(^  known  to  the  trade  as  the ''North  West  coast  catch,"  and  1  am 
credibly  infmnu'd  that  a  ]t(»rtion  of  the  skin  on  tin'  belly  cd'  the  femah^ 
heavy  with  pup  or  giving  suck  to  her  young  is  worthh'ss,  and  that  this 
is  one  of  the  cidef  causes  why  they  are  sold  so  much   less   thati  prinu". 


skins  in  the  London  .Market.     Tliev  also  further  stated 


rill'  incist  |iriiiitalili' 


that  the  t'kyo  most  lU'otitable  periods  for  them  to  catcii   i»ii"'i  i"r  iMiani. 
seal  was  in  the  si»riiigof  theyear,  wlieii  the  females  were  "'""  '"*"' 
heavy  with  i»up  and  fre(|ueiitly  found  aslcj-p  on  the  water,  and  in  the 
tflimmer,  after  the  mother  seal  had  givi'ii  birth  to  her  young  and  gone 
out  into  the  sea  to  teed,  at  wiiich  time  she  was  easily  i;pproache<l. 

The  investigati<»n   further  disclosed  the  I'act  that  of  the  large  num- 
ber of  seals   killed   by  pelagic  hunters   onlv  a   por-      ,,.    .    ,.,,.. 

•  "^         •  ».'  I  \\  itt4t(MII   lilt' 

tion  of  tlu'Ui  are  secured,  and  while  all  admitte<l  that 

Borne  were  hmt  they  dill'eied   very  c;msiderabiy  as  to  the  uund)er. 
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In  one  instance  a  liunter  clainic<l  that  he  seemed  nearly  all  that  he 
killed,  and  in  another  instance  it  was  said  that  only  one  out  of  tifteen 
was  secured.  A  yreat  majority  of  the  hunters  when  closely  questioned 
adnntted  the  losing  of  a  large  i)roportion  shot  at,  and  I  nn\  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  wide  ditferenee  in  tlicir  statement  was  due  to  two  facts: 
First,  some  hunters  are  more  skillful  than  others,  and,  (Second,  sonus 
base  their  estimate  on  what  they  know  to  have  been  actually  killed, 
wliile  others  estimate  from  the  nnnd)er  shot  at;  that  the  mother  seals, 
while  rearing  their  young  on  the  Pribihtf  Islands  during  the  months  of 
July,  August,  ISei>teml)cr,  ami  October  ot  each  year,  leave  the  islands 

i'tmau»  ro»'<iin '  '*'"*'  f^"  **"^  ^"  '**''^  ^*'  feed,  ri'turning  at  intervals  to  give 
o»'<  1  If,,  iiourishmeiit  to  their  young.  That  they  traveled  long 
distances  in  jmrsuit  of  food  at  these  times  is  a  well-known  fa<'t  and 
substantiated  by  the  statenients  «d'  reimtable  persons  who  have  been 
on  sealing  vessels  an(:  seen  them  killed  two  humlred  miles  or  nu)re  from 
the  ishuuls,  and  who  say  they  have  seen  the  decks  of  vessels  8lipi)ery 
Avith  milk  tlowing  from  the  carcasses  of  the  dead  females. 

That  thousands  of  the  female  seals  were  eai)tured  by  the  pelagic 

hunters  in  Jiering  8ea  during  the  season  of  181>1,  the  most  of  which 

liad  ^o  be  s(H;ured  cpute  a  distance  from  the  rookeries,  owing  to  the 

]>r.'sence   of  aruud  vessels  patjolling  the  sea  for  ndles  around  the 

islands,  and  that  the  slaughter  of  the  seals  was  mostly  of  females,  wa? 

uoiKi  n  m  contirmed  by  the  thousands  of  dca«l  pups  lying  on  the 

on.  imi)H.  rookeries  starved  to  death  by  the  destruction  of  their 

nu)thers. 

It  is  a  fact  that  none  but  male  seals  are  ever  driven  and  killed  on  ^'w 

islands,  and  great  care  is  taken  to  iirescrve  a  snlliciei:' 

kin.Tou'iML"i»!''"  nundter  each  year  to  supply  the  breeding  rookeiies. 

During  the  season  of  181)1  nearly  i'very  mature 
feniah^  coming  upon  the  rookeries  gave  birth  to  a  young  sj'al,  and  there 
Avas  great  abundamie  of  males  of  suflicient  age  to  again  go  upon  the 
breeding  grounds  that  year,  as  was  shown  by  the  ina- 
bility of  large  numbers  of  them  to  secure  mori^  than 
one  to  live  cows  each,  while  (piite  a  nund)er  could  secure  none  at  all. 
iSly  investigation  contirms  what  has  been  so  often  said  by  others  who 
have  reported  upon  this  subject,  and  that  is  that  the  I'ribilof  Islands 
are  the  great  bre«'ding  grounds  of  the  fur-seals,  and 
that  they  can  be  rear<'d  in  great  numbers  on  said  islands, 
and  at  the  same  time,  under  wise  and  Judicious  re- 
strictions, a  certain  inunberof  male  seals  can  be  killed 
from  year  to  year  without  injury  to  the  breeding  herds, 
and  their  skins  disposed  of  for  connnercial  purposes,  thereby  building 
up  and  perpetuating  this  great  industry  indefinitely,  and  thus  adding 
to  the  wealth,  hajtpiness,  and  comfort  of  the  civilized  world,  while,  on 
,  ,.  ,,.  tlie  other  hand,  if  the  p«'lagie  hunting  of  tliis  aninnd 
ii.iiiKic  siMiiiuK  i» not   IS  to coutiuiu',  aud  the  barbarous  practice  ot  kdnng  the 


SiilVicioiify  of  biillH. 


Tho  hord  will  ir 
croiinK  witli  |)ropcr 
iiiiiii:i<;<Mii('iit  and  pvo- 
liiliitidu  of  jicliigic 
Boaliug. 


mother  seal  with  lu'r  unborn  young,  or  when  she  is 


.'; 


proliibitud. 

rearing  it,  is  to  go  on,  it  will  be  but  a  very  short  time  before  the  fur- 
seal  will  i)ractically  become  extinct  and  this  valuable  industry  will 
pass  out  of  existence. 

Wm.  H.  Williams. 

DiSTiiiOT  OF  Columbia, 

Citi/  of  Wmhiuffton: 
Subscribed  and  swoiu  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  March,  1892. 
[SEAL.J  (JuAs.  L.  Hughes, 

Notary  VMio. 
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.'irpusition  offl.  V.  S.  Ahrh/.  yurtjio)'  I',  s,  Uininn  Mariw  <tiid  rthhlfni 

sv.ifjiDJi  'III  SI.  Pan!  h-UiH(i, 


«  I 

'  *  ll 


DEAD    Vl'VS. 

>!  .'.  IT    OK   ('.U.ll  i'RN1\. 

t'itilHiitl  Liiindji  ct'  Sidi  Friiiicisf'o,  .sw; 

.►    r.    S.  Aktrl.w  I'll.  P.. .  M.  1),.  linviiii;-  Im'«!i  duly  swoiu.  (icjuts.rH  mikI 
-%t»s:    I  ;mi  a  .^i';i(lniitc  of  the  riiivt'isify  of  r';ilif(ti')ii;i. 
IaS'J,  aii<l  11  ;;i;i<lii!itc  of  (lie   ('noja-r   Mcdifal    ('ollc.yc.  ■'-"■■••"• 

J^.'^^^       Fl'olll,!   illf  til  Au^iUst  l<S!ll,  l.V.n,  I    W.l--  Siuyccdl  OIl  tin'  L'j'X  fiinc 

M.ti  jiio  stt'iiiiibr  Cone  ill,     I''i0!ii  Auyii.'^l  \><\h  to  JS'ovciii 
u^(  -llrli,  ls;)i,  1   wiis  If, id, -lit  l'l)\.siriuh  .mi  St.   V.\n]   ,.;',';,',:';.;■.';'  •"^'  ''""' 
l--iuni,   oiii'  of  tiic   J'libili)!'  (;!•  .-<-,ri  i.-l:itnis.     I   .iiii  al 
iir.-s«Mit  a  ])i';icti.  iii^' liliysiciiiii  !ir  OakhiiHi, « 'aliiWrMiu.     Diiiiti;^-  'uy  jstny 
.til  tl.f  isliiuds  I  iiiailc  fr('»ni('iit  \i>ifs  to  fl.i  tliff<'i-«'tif  si-al  loulcih-.-..    ^)iiV 
i!('i'5/ wliicli  artfactcd  my  attt  iifiuii  wms  lin'  irutiicMsi- 
ii'.'iiibcr  of  (]i'a<l  yomiii'  seals;  aii<>UuM-  was  rln-  prcSfticc   .h1''ji''  ''"'"     "'"" 
'<>    jtiin    a   iniitil»(>r  of  yoiiiiu- seals  ou  ail  t}i(>  rookciics 
"i  til  I'liiaiiatcd  and  a)»i»areii(i>-  wvy  v.fak  (;oiidH  i(»ii.     {  was  n'lincstpd 
uy  Illf  (oAfiiiinciit  Afjcut  to  cxainiiM'  soiik'  of  UuManassi's  for  tlii> 


j*fit(»os»>.  ol  (U-toriiiiiin 


tlMi 


la.isr  01   caiKscs  «if  tlicir  death.     1  vi.sited 


.Old  walked  over  all  the  rookerie--.     On  ali  dead  seals  were  to  he,  found 

eir  iimnher  was  more  apiiareut  on  those  ro(;k 


■  I  !iiHiien.>e  uumiIk-I" 


'•rifs  siieh  as  'rMl.-toii  ami  llalfuay  Point,  the  watei  sides  of  whirh 
u.  11'  on  snuMith  ^nound,  and  the  eye  eould  ^lai.ee  over|»atelies(d'.i.':i()nml 
•'Hialicds  of  feet  in  extent  wliiil!  were  thickly  strewn  wftli  eaieas.ses. 

\\  here  tlie  wafer  side  oi'  the  lookt-nes.  as  at  ••  Northeast  I'oiiif  and 
flu  reef  (south  ol  the  villa;4c).  w  «'ri' ou  roeky  uronnd.  the  ininiense  ninnhcr 
i'tdead  was  not  so  upparenr,  Imf  a  elos«^r  eviKiiination  showed  tlnir  tin' 
di-ad  were  lhei'<M'ii  e(|iia|iy  };rent  iiniiil><'r  scaft«  I'eil  ayiong  tlie  rocks, 
\m  some  loealiti<"«  the  uround  was  so  thjrkly  sriewn  with  thedeatl  that 
■  •lie  had  to  piek  his  way  eiiiefnlly  in  order  to  avoid  stepping  on  the  ..ar- 
•  •uss('s.  The  }.:reat  mass  ot  dead  in  all  eases  was  w  itliin  a  .short  distance 
of  the  water'-,  eiij^e.  I'lie  pjtK'hes  i.t'  d«  id  woiihl  (nninienee  ai  the 
;'  atei's  edv:e.  and  si  retell  in  a  wide  swath  up  intitbe  rookery.  Auionj^sf 
lie  immense  lnass<»^»  of  dead  were  .siddoni  to  lie  fonnd  the  ear 


lull  urow  n  .seuN,  hut  the  earcas.^t-s  were  tin 
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easses  <.i 
•f  l>iips.  or  y<»uuy  seals 


lorn  that  year.  1  ea,n  -ive  no  nlea  of  Die  »  \aet  nuinlier  ot  dead,  hut  I 
heliove  thut  they  eonht  only  l>r  nnmhert'd  by  the  thmisaiids  on  each 
rookery.  Alonirthe  watei's  <  dj^o.  and  scatlt'ied  ainini;j:st  th..- dead,  \' ere 
onite  a  niiuilici  of  live  pnp>.  \\  liieh  were  in  an  <'iiiaeiate<.l  coiiditieii. 
Many  had  liardl)  Ihe  stn-Ufitli  lo  dra;;'  f  hemiielves  out  .  "one's  way; 
ihiKs  contrasting  strongly.  Ixtli   in   ap)iearaiiee  and  actions,  with  tlie 
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TESTIMONY  RELATING  TO  ST.  PAUL  ISLAND. 


Dejwsition  of  J,  C.  S.  Alccrli/,  snrffcon  U.  S.  Rcrtiiitr  Murine  and  resident 

mir/jeoit  on  ISt,  I'anI  Inland. 


DEAD   I'UrS. 

State  of  California, 

Citij  and  t'onnti/  of  San  franciscn,  ss  : 

.1.  C.  S.  Akcrly.  I'll. «.,  M.  D.,  luixiiiji'  bocii  (Inly  sworn,  deposes  and 
siivs:  I  am  a  ^ladnatc  of  the  rniversity  of  California, 
1.SS2,  an<l  a  ftradnatc  of  tlie  Cooper  Medical  College,        '■''i"'""^"- 
1(SS5.     From  -Inne  to  August  l.Stli,  1S!)1,  I  was  Snr,n('oii  on  the  Kevenue- 
Mariiie  steamer  (Jorivin.     From  An<;nst  IStli  to  Novem- 
i>er24tli,  181)1,1  was  resident  riiysieian  im  St.  I'anl   isllm't':';,;;.'!'.  "^'^ ''''"' 
Island,  one  of  tlie   Pribilof  or  seal  islands.     I  am  at 
]»reseiit  a  practiiinji'  pliysieian  at  Oakland,  California.     Diiiinji'  my  stay 
on  the  islands  I  made  fiecpient  visits  to  the  different  seal  rookeries.    One 
thiiiff  whieli  attra(;ted  my  attention  was  the  imnHMise 
nundxa-  of  dead  younji-  seals;  another  was  the  presence   \Jr"{^  •*"'''"   ""'" 
of  (piite  a   number  of  younjj' seals  on  all  theiookeries 
in  an  emaeiati-d  and  apparently  very  weak  condition.     I  was  i"e(piested 
by  the  (lovernment  Agent  to  examine  some  of  the  carcasses  for  the 
l)nrpose  of  determining  the  cause  or  causes  of  their  death.     I  visited 
and  walked  over  all  the  rookeries.     On  all  dead  seals  were  to  be  found 
in  innnense  numbers.     Their  number  was  more  apparent  on  those  rook- 
erii's  such  as  Tolstoii  and   Halfway   I'oint,  the  water  sides  of  which 
were  on  smooth  ground,  and  theeyei-ould  glance  over  i)atches  of  ground 
hundreds  of  feet  in  extent  which  were  thickly  strewn  with  carcasses. 

WMiere  the  water  side  of  the  rookeries,  as  at  "■  Northeast  I'(»int"  and 
the  ri'cf  (scmthof  the  village),  were  on  rocky  ground,  the  innnense  number 
of  dead  was  n«)t  so  apparent,  but  a  closer  examination  showed  that  the 
dead  were  there  in  <M|ually  great  nund)er  scattered  among  the  rocks. 
In  some  localities  the  ground  was  so  thickly  strewn  with  the  (k'ad  that 
one  had  to  pick  his  way  carefully  in  (U'der  to  avoid  stcpiiingon  the  car- 
casses. The  great  nmss  of  dead  in  all  cases  was  within  a  short  distance 
of  the  water's  edge.  The  patches  of  dead  would  connnence  at  the 
water's  edge,  and  stretch  in  a  wide  swath  up  into  the  rookery.  Amongst 
the  innnense  nnisses  of  dead  were  seldom  to  be  found  the  (carcasses  of 
full  grown  seals,  but  the  carcasses  were  those  of  pups,  or  young  seals 
born  that  year.  I  can  giv«'  no  idea  of  the  exact  niind)er  of  dead,  but  1 
believe  that  they  could  only  be  nund)ered  by  the  thousands  on  each 
rookery.  Along  the  watei's  edge,  and  scattered  amongst  the  dead,  were 
quite  a  number  of  live  i»ups,  whh-h  were  in  an  enniciated  con<lition. 
Many  had  hardly  the  strength  to  drag  th(>mselves  <mt  of  one's  way; 
thus  contrasting  strongly,  both  in  appearance  and  actions,  with  the 
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liluinp  condition  and  active  aggresive  conduct  of  tlio  licaltliy  apitcnring 
pups. 

The  majority  of  the  pups,  like  all  hoiilthy  nursing  animals,  were  plump 
and  fairly  rolIinf>'  in  fat.  I  have  watched  the  female  seals  draw  up  out  of 
the  water,  each  i)iekout  its  puj)  from  the  hundreds  of  yonnj-  scids  sjjort- 
inji  near  tlie  watei's  ed^e,  and  with  them  scrnmble  to  a  clear  si»ot  on  the 
rookery,  and  lyin;;'  down  jiive  them  suck.  Althou{;h  I  saw  pups  nurs- 
iiifiina  yreat  many  cases,  yet  I  never  saw  one  of  the  sickly  lookinj;' 
])Ui)s  receivinji'  any  attention  from  the  female.  They  seemed  to  be 
desei'ted. 
The  cause  of  the  {ireat  mortality  amongst  the  seal  ])ups  seemed  to 

me  to  have  ceased  to  act,  in  great  part,  before  my  first 
cause  visits  to  the  rookeries;  for  subsequent  visits  did   not 

show  as  great  an  increase  in  the  masses  of  dead  as 
I  would  have  ex])ected,  had  the  causes  still  been  in  active  operation. 
It  seemed  to  me  that  there  were  fewer  sh*kly  looking  pups  at  each  sid»- 
secpient  visit.  This  grew  to  be  more  and  more  the  case  as  the  season 
advanced.  When  I  visited  the  rookeries  for  the  puri)Ose  of  examining 
the  dead  bodies,  it  was  with  extreme  dilticidty  that  carcasses  could  be 
found  fresh  enough  to  permit  of  a  satisfactory  examination.  J  exam- 
ined a  large  numl)er  of  carcasses.    All   showed  an  entire  absence  of 

fatty  tissue  between   the  skin  and  nuiscular   tissue. 

The  omentum  in  all  cases  was  destitute  of  fat.    These 

are  the  positions  where  fat  is  usually  present  in  all  ani- 
mals. Well  nourished  young  animals  always  have  a  large  amount  ot 
fat  in  these  localities.  The  few  carcasses  which  were  found  in  a  fair 
state  of  preservation  were  examined  more  thoroughly.  The  stomachs 
were  found  empty  and  contracted,  but  presented  no  evidentie  of  dis- 
ease. The  intestines  were  empty,  save  in  a  few  cases,  where  small 
amounts  of  fecal  matter  were  found  in  the  large  intestines.  A  careful 
examination  of  the  intestines  failed  to  discover  any  evidence  of  disease. 
The  heart,  lungs,  liver,  and  kidneys  were  in  a  healthy  condition. 

Such  is  the  evidence  on  which  I  have  ibunded  my  opinion  that  the 
cause  of  the  great  nuntality  during  ISDl,  amongst  the  young  seals  on 
St.  Paul  Island,  Bering  Sea,  was  caused  by  the  deprivation  of  mother's 

nnlk.    Tlie  result  of  my  investigation  is,  that  thei-e  was 

great  mortality  exclusively  amongst  nursing  seals. 
Sect)ndly,  the  cause  of  this  mortality  seemed  to  have  been  abated  pari 
juissK  with  the  abatement  of  sea  sealing.  Thirdly,  tlie  pr<'sence  of 
emaciated  sickly  looking pu])s  which  weie  ai)i>arently  deserted  by  their 
mothers.  Fourthly,  the  plum]»  healthy  ai>i>earance  of  all  the  pujts  I 
saw  nursing.  Fifthly,  the  emaciated  condition  of  the  dead.  Sixthly, 
the  absence  of  food  in  the  stomachs,  and  their  contracted  condition. 
Seventhly,  the  absence  of  digested  food  in  the  small  intestines. 
Eighthly,  the  absence  of  even  fei-al  matter,  save  in  small  amounts  in  a 
few  cases.  Ninthly,  the  absence  of  structural  changes  in  the  viscera 
or  other  parts  of  the  bodies  to  account  for  the  death. 

J.  0.  S.  Akekly,  Pii.  r..,  M.  D. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Kith  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1802. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  FuhUc. 
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DvjtofiUinn  of  Watson  C.  Alli»,  (t8>iintant  ttficut  o/lcHnces  on  St.  I'aui  Island. 


Killri'M.        rippiTH, 
iiiiil    .Hkiriiii'i'H. 


mama(}e5ieint;  iiahit;  i'elacuc  skaling. 

State  of  0  aliform  a, 

Citif  and  count n  of  San  Franriwo,  hh  : 

Watson  C.  Allis,  liavinn'  Immmi  duly  sworn,  dcjtosj's  and  says:  T  am  3(5 
years  old,  an  AnM'iifan  ritizen  residing;' in   San   Francisco,   Califorria, 
and  by  oi'cupation  an  Aficnt  of  the  Fairbanks  Scale 
(Jompany,  enj>afi'ed   in   selling'  and  scttinji'  up  scales.         'xihiuum'. 
In  the  summer  of  ISSli,  and  a;^ain  from  the  sprinj;  of  1SS7  to  the  fall 
of  IJS.SH,  1  was  Assistant  Anient  of  the  Alaska  CommerciaH'ompany 
upon  St.   Paul  Isbnnl,  and   worki'd  four  sealing  seasons  in  (charge  of 
a  ganij  of  natives  enuayed  in  seal  killiu''.     Tlu'  work 
was  d<me  under  the  general  dir<'ction  ot  tlu'  Suj)eriu 
tendent  of  the  Sealeries,  who  i)la<'ed  a  "  boss,"  or  leader,  at  the  head  of 
each  gang  of  men.     It  was  the  business  of  the  "))oss  " 
to  divide  Ills  gang  in  proper  i)roporti«tns — into  ''kill- 
ers," "  rippers,"  and  "skinners."    The  "  killers" were 
generally  the  same  men  day  after  day  through  the  season.   They  became 
very  expert  in  the  management  of  the  drove  and  the  use  of  the  seal 
cbib,  and  very  rarely  made  the  mistake  of  hittting  a  seal  that  was  not 
wanted. 

The  "boss"  told  his  men  in  a  general  way  what  class  of  seals  to  kill, 
and  worked  with  them.  If  they  had  any  doubt  whether  a  certain  ani- 
mal should  be  knocked  down  they  a])pealed  to  him  for  explicit  direc- 
tions. The  work  thus  went  forward  in  a  very  systenmtic,  orderly  way. 
The  same  care  was  exercised  in  cutting  out  the  drove  .  . 
of  "bachek)r"  or  killable  seals  from  the  holders  of  a  "^'"k- 
rookery  and  in  bringing  them  ui>  to  the  killing  ground.  Active  y(aing 
men  were  selected  for  this  service,  and  phjceil  in  charge  of  a  Chief, 
whose  orders  they  imjdicitly  obeyed. 

The  driving  was  done  mostly  in  the  night,  and  in  dry  or  warm 
weather  was  a  slow  and  tedious  process;  yet  the  men  were  very  patient 
with  their  charge,  moving  them  only  at  such  rate  as  they  could  go 
without  becoming  over-heated,  and  taking  advantage  of  every  stretch 
of  nu)ist  ground  or  pool  of  water  to  cool  them  otf,  and  sometimes  going 
themselves  in  the  water  up  to  their  necks  in  onlcr  to  giv«'  the  animals 
a  cold  bath  and  take  them  out  of  the  water  and  continue  the  Journey. 
Any  representation  that  the  seals  were  over-<lriven  or 
over-heated,  to  their  subseipient  injury,  is  drawn  from 
the  imagiuaticm.  Sometinu's  a  drove  would  be  caught  upcui  a  «lry 
stretch  of  ground  in  unusually  warm  weather,  and  a  few  of  them  perish, 
but  this  did  not  often  happen. 

In  1882  there  was  no  scarcity  of  killable  seals.     The  men  drove  up 
as  many  every  day  as  they  could  handle,  and  those 
selected  tor  killing  comprised  only  the  choi<'est  ones. 

There  seemed  to  be  also  a  large  surplus  of  full 
grt>wn  bidls  for  rookery  service,  and  enough  escaped  from  the  slaughter 
ground  to  keep  the  number  good  as  the  old  ones  passed 
the  age  of  usefulness.  I  do  not  believe^  the  condition 
of  the  rookeries  nor  the  manner  of  driving  and  killing  the  seals  at  this 
time  could  have  been  improved.  It  was  perfect  in  every  respect,  and 
the  lessees,  employes,  and  natives,  as  well  as  the  seals,  all  appeared  to 
be  and  were,  I  believe,  contented  and  happy. 
2716— VOL  II 7 
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III  1880  the  coiulitioiis  1i;mI  soiiicwliiit  chiiiiffod.  The  niifiv«'s  com- 
pliiiiicd  that  bi}>-  srals  were  ^irowiii;;  scait'er,  tliiit  there 
wen'  many  dead  pups  on  the  rnok«'rie.s,  and  tlie  Snper- 
int<'n(U'nt  intimated  tome  that  he  did  not  like  the  out- 
look as  compared  with  a  tew  years  previous,  and  said  he  thoujiht  either 
the  iMunher  killed  or  the  size  of  the  animals  taken  lor  their  skins  woiiUl 
have  to  be  reduced  if  things  did  uot  improve.  Still  we  had  no  particu- 
lar scarcity  of  killable  seals,  and  the  work  went  on  as  durinj;'  my  first 
year  (1882)  in  the  service. 

liut  the  trouble  of  which  they  complained  grew  more  serious  in  the 
following  years,  and  1  think  it  was  in  1888  the  Super- 
seals  iiiteudent  told  the  ''bosses"  they  must  kill  less  large 
seals  and  more  "yellow  bellies,"  or  two-year  olds.     In 
1889  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  catch  was  made  up  ()f  this  class. 

It  was  tlien  perfectly  apparent  to  everybody,  myself  included,  that 

the  rookeries  were  *' going  to  the  bad,"  and  that  a  smaller  number  must 

inevitably  be  killed  the  following  year. 

The  work  of  herding  and  managing  seals  does  not  differ  materially 

iii,i,j,^  from  that  pursued  with  the  stock-farm  animals  with 

Kos.jmiiiiiiicutofunu  wliicli  wc  ate  luost  familiar.    The  herdsman  has  chietly 

to  learn  their  quick  motions  and  propensity  to  bite  in 

order  to  handle  them  at  will. 

I  tried  to  thoroughly  train  the  young  seals,  hoping  to  make  valuable 
,-      ..  ,,  pets  of  them,  and  succeeded  as  far  as  the  taming  went, 

but  could  not  get  them  to  thrive  on  cows  milk  or  the 
condensed  milk  of  commerce  adininistered  from  a  nursing  bottle.  They 
became,  however,  very  tame,  stopjjcd  trying  to  bite  unless  they  were 
made  angry  l>y  rough  u.s.5ge,  and  followed  me  about  like  pups  of  the 
canine  species.  Wl'cn  they  are  older  and  before  they  leave  the  island 
in  the  fall  they  may  still  be  handled  with  impunity,  and  their  habits 
are  su(;h  of  massing  and  herding  by  themselves  apart 
from  the  older  seals,  that  all  could  be  easily  "  rounded 
n\i "  from  the  beaches  in  favorable  weather  and  "  cor- 
ralled "  and  marked.  It  would  be  perfectly  feasible  to  drive  them  into 
and  keep  them  in  such  a  corrall  or  inclosure  as  would  be  constructed 
for  (!alves  or  hunbs,  surrounded  by  a  fence  3  or  4  feet  high,  and  while 
there  to  catch  each  one  and  brand  him.  This  has  already  been  success- 
fully done  on  a  small  scale  by  naturalists  who  wanted  to  identify  cer- 
tain ones  for  a  future  purpose. 

Tliis  is  not  mere  theory  with  me,  for  I  was  bred  to  the  management 
ami  liandling  of  young  domestic  animals,  and  have  handled  the  young 
st'als,  and  have  seen  them  handled  by  the  natives  in  the  same  way. 
There  were  a  great  many  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  during  my  last 
Diad  imps  three  yearson  St.  l*aul  Island.    Many  of  them  wandered 

helplessly  about,  away  from  the  groups  or  "  pods"  where 
tlu'y  were  accustomed  to  lie,  and  finally  starved  to  death.  We  knew 
at  the  time  what  killed  them,  for  the  vessels  and  boats  were  several 
times  plainly  in  sight  from  the  Island  shooting  seals  in 
cauHi"*''"'  ''''"""^'  *'"'  the  water,  and  the  Revenue  Cutters  and  Company's  ves- 
sels arriving  at  the  island  frequently  reported  the  pres- 
ence in  Bering  Sea  and  sometimes  the  capture  of  these  marauding 
crews.  If  all  had  been  cajitured  and  the  business  broken  up  the  seal 
rookeries  would  be  healthy  and  prosperous  to-day,  instead  of  being 
depleted  and  broken  up.  I  speak  positively  about  it,  because  no  other 
cause  can  be  assigned  for  their  depletion  upon  any  reasonable  hypoth- 
esis. 


Possibility  ui'inark 
iiiK. 
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Good  iniiii}i<i«'iiH'iit  upon  the  island  inj-rcas^'d  tlu'  st'al  life  for  many 
siircessivi' years,  and  the  same  manajifement  continued, 
as  I  believe,  to  the  present  time.     If  the  (lestrueti«»n  of  „.i;;;,j;e,',';e,r''''*'""' 
seals  at  sea  is  wludly  supi)ressed  it  will  re.sult  in  restor- 
inj-'  the  rookeries  to  their  former  pro«luetiveness.     Hut  noimrtial  meas- 
ure of  i>roteeti<m  should  be  undertaken,  beeau.se  it  can  not  b«'  entbreed. 

Duriuj.*'  the  summer  months  i'oi'S  envelope  the  Seal  I.slands  or  cover 
the  sea  a  sliort  distance  from  them  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  time.  Seabuji  vessels  are  enabled  thereby 
to  carry  on  their  work  without  detection  at  almost  any 
jMtint,  and  ecmld  and  would,  I  believe,  cross  any  boun- 
dary line  that  mi{?ht  be  drawn  about  the  islands,  and 
<*atch  seals  at  will  inside  of  it.  I  do  n(tt  think  sealinj>- 
can  be,  Avitli  safety  to  the  rookeries,  permitted  in  any 
part  of  the  sea.  If  the  sealers  are  giwu  an  inch  they 
will  take  an  ell  and  tlestroy  all. 

Watson  <■.  Allis. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  .Ith  day  of  .July,  1802. 

[SEAL.]  K.  n.  TlIAKP, 

Kotary  Puhliv  in  and  for  t«ii<l  city  anil  county  of  tSan  Francisco. 


A   ziiiii'  will  ult'uril 
no  |irutc'ctiuu, 


AliHoliitx  jiriiliilii- 
tiiiii  ill  ISiriiiju;  Scik 
iiwfs.tarv. 
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Dc2)osition  of  KcrricV  Artomanojf',  natirechief,  rcsithntof  ISt.  Paul  Island. 


PELAGIC  SEALING.      MANAGEMENT. 

Alaska,  U.  S.  A., 

ISt.  I'aul  Island,  rrihilof  Group,  ss: 

Kerrick  Artomanoff,  bein}>'  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  and  says:  T  am  a 
native  Aleut,  and  reside  on  St.  Paul  Island,  Pribilof  (Iroup,  Alaska;  1 
was  born  at  Northeast  Point,  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  am  G7  years  of 
age.  I  have  worked  on  the  sealiiiij  tfrounds  for  the  last 
tifty  years,  and  am  Avell  acquainted  with  the  methods 
adopted  by  the  liussian  and  American  (Jovernments  in  takiiiij  of  fiir- 
.seal  skins  an<l  in  protecting;  and  preserving  the  herds  on  the  isIa.Md. 
In  l.STO,  when  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  ol>tained  the  lease  of 
the  Islands,  I  was  nmde  Chief,  and  held  the  position  tl-r  seveiitiH'ii  years. 

It  was  my  duty  as  Chief  to  take  charge  of  and  conduct  the  drives 
with  my  jteople  frcmi  the  hauling  to  the  killing  grounds. 
The  methods  used  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company 
and  the  American  Government  for  the  care  and  preservation  of  the 
glials  were  much  better  than  those  used  by  the  Russian 
(Tovernment 

seals  from  Northeast  Point  to  the  village,  a  distance 
of  nearly  l.'i  miles,  and  we  used  to  «lrive  5  or  0  miles  from  other  haul- 
ing grounds;  but  when  the  Americans  got  the  ^'r^nds 
they  soon  after  shortend  all  the  drives  to  If.-  ^han     "■•iv^s shortouea. 
3  miles. 

From  1870  to  1884  the  seals  were  swarming  on  the  hauling  grounds 
and  the  rookeries,  and  for  many  years  they  sin-ead  out 
more  and  more.    All  ot  a  sudch'ii,  in  1884,  we  mtticed  wah,  roiineii.v 
there  was  not  so  many  seals,  and  they  have   been  de-     ., 
creasing   very  rapidly  evei-   since.    My  people  wou- 


Driviii^:. 
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PniPrfi.i  8cuiiii;i  thi-  (U'H'd  wliy  tliis  wijs  SO,  jiimI  no  oiu'  rould  tell  why  until 

w«'  It'sii-ncd  tliat  lmnt«'i'.s  in  8rlioon<'is  were  sliootin;;' 

o(   and  destroy! nf;-  tln-ni  in  tin*  sea.    Tlu-n  \\v  kn«'\v  wliat 

tin*  troubh'  was,  for  we  knew  the  st'als  tiu'y  kill<'dand 

d«'stroyt'd  must  1h'  cows,  for  most  all  tlif  inait'S  irniain 

on  or  near  tlir  islands  until  they  j{<>  away  in  tlu'  fall 

or  fore  i)art   of   tho  winter.     We  nlmt  noticed  dead 

iui|»is   on    tlie    rookeries,   that   ha<l   been   starved  to 

death.     These  di'ad  imps  have  increased  from  year 

to  year  since    18.H7,  and    in    1<S!U   the   I'ookeries   were    covered  with 

dead  |mi'/8.    In  my  sixty-seven  years,  lesitlencecm  the  Island  1  never 

before  8aw  anythinj;  like  it.     Noiu'  of  our  i)eoi)le  have 

ever  known  of  any  sickness  amonj;'  the  pujis  or  seals 

an«l  have  lu'ver  seen  any  dead  pups  (Ui  the  rookeries  exce]>t  a  few 

killed  by  the  old  bulls  when   ti^ihtinji'  or  by  drowniiiy'  when  the  sui'f 

M'ashed  them  off.     If  they  had  not  killed  the  seals  in 

DfrnnHi-  of  thrtt-  tije  sea  theic  would  be  as  many  on  the  rookeries  as 

''"'"  ""  there  was  ten  years  ajt'o.    There  was  not  more  than 

one-fouith  as  nuiny  seals  in  1.S1>1  as  there  was  in  LSSO. 

The  fur  seal  ^oes  away  from  the  island  in  the  fall  or  winter  and  he 

returns  in  May  or  .June,  and  J  bHieve  he  will  haul  up 

tinnot'sVli'is. ''"''  *^"    iu  the  same  place  each  year,  for  I  jjarticularly  noticed 

t/rill""  '"  """"  sonu'  that  1  could  tell  that  hauled  up  in  the  same  place 

'"""'  for  a  nund)er  of  years;  and  when  we  make  drives, 

those  we  do  not  kill,  but  let  go  into  the  water,  are  all  back  where  we 

took  them  from  in  a  few  houis.    The  pups  are  born  be- 

Birth  of  I.UP8.         ^^,g^^,,  ^,j^.  middle  of  .June  and  the  middle  of  July,  and 

swiw when « weeks  cau  uot  swim  uutil  they  are  6  or  7  weeks  old;  and  if 

born  in  the  water  they  would  die.     i  have  seen  the 

surf  wash  some  of  the  younj;  pups  into  the  sea,  ami  they  drowned  in  a 

very  short  time.    In  four  or  live  days  after  it  is  born,  the  mother  sea 

leaves  her  pup  and  goes  away  in  the  sea  to  feed,  ai 
ii.  water"  "*"''  *""*'  wilt'"  the  pup  is  2  or  3  weeks  old  the  mother  oft- 

stays  away  for  five  or  six  days  at  a  time.    The  mother 

seals  know  their  own  i>ups  by  smelliu}''  them,  and  no  seal  will  allow 

any  but  her  own  pup  to  suck  her.     When  the  pups 

thJirmv.?!™""'^  S>'ow  to  be  0  or  8  weeks  old  they  foim  in  "pods"  and 

work  «lown  to  the  siiore,  and  they  try  the  water  at  the 

edge  until  they  learn  to  swim.    They  will  remain  on  the  Island  until 

Novend)er,  and,  if  not  too  cold,  wilj  stay  till  December. 

I  have  seen  them  swimming  aroun<l  the;  island  late  in 

January.    All  the  seals,  when  they  leave  the  Island, 

go  off  south,  but  I  think  they  wcndd  stay  aro'ind  here 

all  winter  if  the  weather  was  not  so  cold. 

When  they  rome  back  to  the  Islands  they  come  from  the  south,  ami 

I  think  they  come  from  the  Nt)rth  Pacific  Ocjan,  over 

the  same  track  that  they  went.   The  females  go  upon  the 

Goon  rooktrios        rookeries  as  soon  as  they  arrive  here,  'it  the  yearlings 

do  not  come  on  land  till  the  last  of  July,  and  yearling 

Habits  of  young  malcs  and  females  herd  together.    I  think  t'ley  stay 

in  the  water  most  of  the  tinw  the  first  year,  b.it  after 

that  they  come  regularly  to  the  hauling  grounds  and  rookeries^  but  do 

not  conu'  as  early  in  the  season  as  they  do  after  they  are  2  y^ars  old. 

Male  seals  from  2  to  6  years  old  do  not  go  on  the  breeiling  ro()k  'ries,  but 

haul  out  by  themselves.    The  female  seal  gives  1/ii xh  to 

pne  pip  eveJy'yew^^    '^"^  one  pup  every  year,  and  she  has  her  tirst  pup  when 

she  is  3  years  old.    The  male  seal  establishes  himself  on 


D(!]iurturu  of  pups. 
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thebrocdinj;  rookory  in  Miiy  or  Jiiiu',  when  In-  is  7  or      Mai.s  in  i..nk.ri<H, 
H  voars  old,  iiiul  lie  fi^-lifs  toi-  liis  cows,  aiui  (1<m'.s  not  .    , 

rav*'  till'  pliK'*'  Im'  li.is  sricctcu  until  Au{;iist  or  Si'p- 
t«'iiilM'r.    Our  iH'oi>l«'  like  tlu'  nu-at  of  tin*  st-al,  and  \v«'  rat  no  other 
moat  so  Ion;>'  as  we  can  }j,>'T  it. 

Tlic  pni*  soals  are  our  chii'ken  meat,  and  we  used  to  be  allowed  to  kill 
;?,(I(M>  <u' 4,(MHMiiale  i)U]»s  every  year  in  November,  hut 
the  Gov«'rniiient  a{>ent  forliade  us  to  kill  any  in  lSi)|, 
and  said  we  should  not  be  allowed  t<»  kill  aiiv  more,      KUiiiiir  of  imim  n.r 
and  he  ^a ve  us  other  nu'at  in  luaee  ot  ''  |m|r  meat ;  imt 
we  d(Miot  lik«' any  other  meat  as  well  as  jmp  seal  meat.     We  undei'- 
stand  the  danj-er  there  is  in  the  seals  beinji  all  killed  oil'  and  that  we  will 
havt^  no  way  of  earning'  our  liviii}?.    There  is  not  one      ,,,,,.j  ,j^.  ^,.„ii,m 
of  us  but  what  believes  if  they  had  )u>t  killed  them   .•iiiis.'..i  .itircus... 
ott'  by  shootiiifi'  them  in  the  water  ther«'  would  he  as     otiuTwiMo    loo.tMio 
many  seals  on  the  islaml  now  as  there  was  in  l.SHO,  and   '''""•  ""ii"'  '«'  ""«'"" 
we  eoidd  {-o  on  forever  takiny-  1(MMM>0  seals  on  the  two  '"""''' 
Islands;  but  if  they  ^('t  less  as  fast  as  they  have  in  the  last  11  v«'  oi'  six 
years  there  will  be  none  left  in  a  littb*  whih'. 

KkRIMCIC    AUT()MAN()FF. 

Subseribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  otiieer  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oatJis,  under  seetiiui  1!(7(J,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
this  Sth  day  of  .June,  ISJIL',  at  St.  I'aul  Island,  Alaska. 

VVm.  II.  Williams, 
Treas  iry  Aycnt  in  C/iargc  of  Snd  Ishtmls. 


l)q)ofiition of  MUton  Burnvft,  .simitil cmploife of  [L  S.  TiraHnry o»  St.  Paul 

Island. 

rELACrlC-SEALING. 


J' 

y 


Territory  of  Alaska,  IJ.  S.  A., 

*S7.  Paul  Island  J  hh: 

I,  Milbui  Barnes,  being  duly  sworn  aei'ordiufj  to  law,  depose  and  say 
as  follows:  1  am  a  citizen  of  the  ITnited  Stat«'s,  and  when  at  home  re- 
side neai' Columbus,  Ohio.     Have  been  temp(U'arily  statione<l  <luriii}j; 
the  hist  year  on  the  Island  of  St.  Paul,  one  of  the  fur- 
seal  or  I'ribilof  Group  in  Ueriiij;'  Sea,  as  a  sjjeeial  em-       ''^per'-n™. 
ploy6  of  the  liiiited  States  Treasury  l)ei)artmeiit  on  said  island. 

One  day,durinji'  the  latter  i)art  of  Auj;ust  or  fore  part  of  September  last 
^e.\a(!t  date  forj;-otten),  Col.  .losej)!!  Murray, <me of  tlu^  Tn^asury  aji'ents, 
and  myself,  in  eomi>any  with  the  British  Commissi(Uiers,  Sir  (xeorjje 
Badeu-Pow«'ll  and  Dr.  bawson,  by  boat  visited  one  of  the  seal  ro()ker- 
ies  of  that  Island,  known  as  Tcdstoior  Enjjlish  Bay.  On  arriviiifi"  there 
our  attention  was  at  oiiee  attracted  by  the  excessive 
number  of  dea<l  seal  i)ups  whose  (tari^asses  lay  scattered 
profusely  over  the  breeding'  f>T<mnd  or  sand  beach  bortleriiifi'  the  rr.ok- 
ery  ])roper,  and  extendin}>-  into  the  border  of  the  ro()kery  itself.  IIh-. 
strangle  sij^ht  occasioned  nnich  surmise  at  the  time  as  to  the  probaide 
cause  oi  it.  Some  of  the  carcasses  were  in  an  advaiuu'dstaj^e  of  decay, 
while  others  were  of  recent  <leath,  and  their  general  appearance  was 
that  of  havini'-  died  of  starvation.    There  were  a  few  that  still  showed 
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sijiTis  of  lift',  blcatiiifj  woak  and  iiitcously.  niid  f>avo  <'Vory  ovidoiico  o 
iK'iiiff  ill  a  starved  coiiditinii.  witli  no  iiiotlu'r  seals  near  to  or  sliowinj? 
tlieiii  any  attention. 

Dr.  1  )awsou,  while  on  the  }»r<^»i-''d,  took  some  views  of  the  rookery  with 
his  kodak;  but  whether  the  views  he  took  ineluded  the  dead  pups  I 
eonld  not  say.     Some  days  after  this — can  not  state  exact  date — I  drove 
with  Mr,  Fowler,  an  employe  of  the  lessees,  to  what  is  known  as  Ilalf- 
Way  Point,  or  I'olovinia  rookery.     Here  the  scene  was  repeated,  bnt 
on  a  in<»re  extensive  scale  in  jtoint  of  numbers.    The 
,,.,!';;%',',;;;'■''■'''''"''''  little  carcasses  were  strewn  so  thickly  over  the  sand 
as  to  make  it  ditticnlt  to  walk  over  the  j>Tound  without 
stepi)infi-  on  them.    This  condition  of  the  rookeries  in  thi  *  rej-ard  was 
for  some  time  a  comraoii  topic  of  conversation  in  the  village  by  all  i)ar- 
ties,  incliidin;^  tiie  more  intellijuent  ones  amonji'  the  natives,  some  of 
whom  were  witii  .Mr.  .1.  Stanley  Crown  in  hiswork  of  surveyiiifj-  the  island 
and  brouj»lit  in  rejtorts  from  time  to  time  of  similar 
otberro.Ik.'rifs!''  ""  coiiditious   at  Substantially  all   the  rookeries   around 
the  Island.     It  conhl  not,  of  ccmrse,  be  well  estimated 
as  to  the  number  tlius  found  dead,  but  the  most  intelli.i>'ent  ol"  the  na- 
tives— chief  of  the  village — told  me  that  in  his  judg- 
2o,oo(.(ionci  i...,.s.     j^^^jj^  jjj^^j.^^  ^^^^^j.^  ^j^j.  j^^_.^  ^j^.^^^  2(),(HM»  dead  pups  oil  the 

various  rookeries  of  the  island  and  <»thers  still  dying.  Dr.  Ackerly, 
the  lessees'  physician  at  the  time,  mad«^  an  autopsy  of  .some  of  the 

carcasses,  and  reported  that  he  c(»uld  lind  no  traces  of 
sencVofTmrilhmnlr.  '^".V  diseased    condition  whatever,  but   there  was  an 

entire  absc::;'e  of  food  or  any  signs  of  nourishment  in 
the  stoma<'h.  iJefore  Dr.  Dawson  left  1  called  his  attention  to  what 
Dr.  Ackerly  had  done,  but  whether  he  saw  him  on  the  subject  I  can 
not  tell.     And  further  depoiu'Ut  sayeth  not. 

MiLTOX    15ARNES. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  otfic(>r  emi)owe,rcd  to  ad- 
mini.ster  oaths  under  section  U>7<!,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States,  this  2'M  day  of  Jum-.  l.Sl)2. 

Wm.  H.  Williams, 
TreuHury  Agent  in  Cliarye  of  Seal  Inlands. 


Deposition  of  Karp  Butcrin^  head  ehief  on  St.  Paul  fsland,  in  charge  of 

driving. 
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MANAGKMKNT   AND   IIAniTS. 

Alaska,  IJ.  S.  A., 

St.  r((ul  Inland,  I'rihilof  Group,  ss  : 

Karp  Ibiteriii,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  .says:  I  am  .'iO years  of 

age  and  1  was  born  on  St.  l*aul  I.sand,  Alaska,  and  1  have  always  lived 

here.     1  have  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  fur-seal  indiisiry  as  it  is 

done  on  St.  Paul  Island,  for  I  have  been  working  at  it 

Expcrioiu-P.  all  ol' my  life  since  I  wa.- able  to  work.     1  have  driven 

seals  iiid  clubbed  and  skinned  thi'in;  I  have  had  charg*' 

of  the  drives  and  I  have  been  second  chief  for  four  years,  and  I  am 

head  <'hief  now,  being  elected  in   ISIH.     As  chief  it  is  my  duty  to  s«'e 

that  the  rookeries  are  not  tiuuibled  by  anyone,  to  teach  my  people  to 
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obey  the  law  and  my  youiiy-  nion  how  to  thive  seals  to  tlu>  killing 
ifiounds  without  imni'fii!;  tln-m.     1  know,  and  all  mv 
])eoi>le  know,  that  tiie  (iovennneuttohl  ns  we  mnstnot   kiuc.ws. 
kill  cows,  and  we  never  kill  them. 

The  Company  A}>ent  says  to  me:  "  Karp,  be  <'areful  that  no  cows  are 
killed,"  I  know,  and  we  all  know,  it'  we  kill  cows  the  seals  soon  die 
out  and  we  wonld  not  have  meat  to  cut;  and  it  anyone  told  mc  to  kill 
cows  I  would  say  "  No."  If  1  or  any  of  my  ji-t^oi^le  knew  of  anyon(i 
killinjx  a  cow  we  would  j^o  and  tell  the  (l(»veriimciit  oHieer.  The  (Jov- 
ernment  otticer  told  as  that  the  (loveinment  did  not  like  to  have  cows 
killed,  and  that  we  shoidd  not  kill  any  more  pups  itc- 
<!ausc  it  was  wasting  seals,  and  that  the  Government 
would  give  ijs  ph'Utv  of  other  meat  instead  of  puji  nu'at,  ;«m1  we  all 
agree  to  that,  and  we  have  not  killed  any  pups  since.  And  ail  my  peo- 
l>le  will  d(»  everything  the  (ioveiiimeiit  wants  them  to  do.  it  any  of 
our  nuMi  get  bad  and  kill  eows  or  pups  or  do  anything  had  1  i>unish 
them  ami  I  bring  them  b«'fore  the  Government  ollicei-. 

Our  priest  tells  us  to  obey  tlie  law  and  to  do  eveiything  the  (Jovern- 
nient  asks  us  to  do,  ami  we  are  all  i)leased  to  do  it.  We  all  know  that 
the  tood  and  clothes  we  are  getting  has  been  given  ns  by  tlse  Govern- 
ment, because  we  are  not  killing  any  seals  to  earn  money  to  buy  things 
for  ourselves,  and  we  know  it  is  the  Government  sends  us  plenty  <!oal 
when  we  have  no  luimey  to  buy  it. 

When  we  first  noticed  that  the  seals  (m  the  rookeries  were  not  so  nniny 
as  they  used  to  be  we  did  not  know  what  was  wrong, 
but  by  and  by  we  found  that  i)leiity  of  .schooners  came 
into  the  sea  and  slu>t  seals,  and  we  often  found  bullets  and  shot  in  seals 
when  we  were  skinning'  (lu'in. 

And  then  we  found  i)lenty  deadpui>son  the  rookeries,  more  and  nun'o 
every  year,  until  last  year  (IHIH)  when  there  were  so  ^ 
many  the  rookeries  were  covered  with  them,  and  when  '  "  ''"'"' 
the  <4«etor  (Akerly)  opene<l  sonui  of  them  ther*-  was  no  milk  or  food  in 
tlieir  stomachs.  Then  we  ail  kiu'w  the  cows  had  been 
.shot  when  they  went  into  the  .sea  to  feed,  and  the  pups 
died  i»eeause  they  had  nothing  to  eat.  IMenty  schooners  came  first  about 
eighr  or  nine  years  ago,  utid  nnne  and  more  every  year  since;  and  tlu^ 
seals  get  less  and  less  ever  since  Sehooneis  eatne;  and  my  [)eo|>le  kept 
saying  "no  cows,"  "no  cows.'' 

First  the  cows  get  less,  and  then  the  "l)achelors"  get  less,  and  the 
comnany  agent  he  says  "■kill  smaller  seals,"  and  we 
kill  some  whose  skitis  weigh  only  4.^  luainds,  instea<l  of 
7  oounds,  same  as  they  always  got.     Then  we  could  not 
get  «mougli  of  seals,  and  at  last  we  could  hardly  get  enough  foi'  nu'at. 

fc^'hooners  kill  eows,  pnjts  die,  and  seals  are  gone.  Some  ukmi  t<'ll  me 
last  year  "Karp,  seals  are  sick."  I  know  seals  are  iH)t 
sick;  1  ui'ver  seen  a  sick  .seal,  and  I  eat  seal  meat  every  srai". "''"""'"*  '""""*■' 
day  of  my  life;  all  our  peoideeat  s.  I  meat,  white  men 
eat  seal  m<'at,  n«»  one  ever  .seen  l>ad  s«'al  nu'ator  sick  .seal.  No  big  .seals 
die  unless  we  club  them,  oidy  j)U',is  die  when  starved,  alter  the  (!ows 
mtb  shot  at  sea.  When  we  used  io  kill  \ni])s  for  food  in  November  they 
iBBve  always  full  of  milk;  the  pups  tlnit  die  on  the 
r«»okeries  have  no  milk.  The  c(»ws  go  into  the  s»'a  to 
fee<l  after  the  juips  are  born,  and  the  schooner  men  shoot  them  all  the 
time. 

The  "  lioUuschiekie  "  (ba<helors)(U>  not  go(uit  to  feed.     When  they 
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come  in  May  thorc  is  ])h'nty  of  fish  in  their  stomaelia, 

but  after  Juno  tliere  is  notliinft-.  Plenty  of  bulls  all  the 

time  (Hi  the  rookeiies,  and  plenty  hulls  have  no  cows. 

I  n«'ver  seen  a  .'{-year-old  cow  without  a  i)ni»  in  July; 

only  2-year-olds  have  no  pups. 

All  the  drives  are  undtM-  the  care  of  the  Chief  and  my  men  never  drive 

.  .  too  fast.    JS'o  drive  on  St.  Paul  Island  lonjier  than  2 

"^"''^'  miles.     We  never  nnike  more  than  two  drives  front  the 

same  rookery  in  (nie  week. 

Wlu'U  I  was  a  boj%  before  Americans  came  here,  we  used  to  drive 
from  the  rookeiies  at  Norliieast  Point  to  tlie  Aillage  kilUng  f^rounds, 
a  (distance  of  12  miles,  and  from  Halfway  Point  a  distance  of  (J 
miles,  and  from  .'Japadnie  a  distaiu-e  of  5  juiles.  After  the  Ameri- 
cans came  the  drive  from  Northeast  Point  was  stopjted  at  once  and  a 
salt  house  was  built  at  Northeast  Point  and  tlie  seals  have  been  killed 
there  ever  sin<'e  within  about  2  miles  of  the  haulinjn"  grounds. 

In  1.S71  <u'  1875  the  seals  were  killed  within  a  mile  of  the  hauliiig 
grounds  at  Zapadnie,  and  the  skins  have  been  taken  ever  since  in  boats 
across  the  bay  to  the  village  salt  house.  In  187!)  a  salt  bouse  was  built 
at  Half-way  Point,  and  since  then  no  seals  have  ever  been  driven  on 
St.  Paul  Island  nicn-e  than  2  miles. 

No  seals  are  injured  by  driving,  tor  we  drive  very  sh)w  and  only  when 
the  weather  is  cool.  Once  in  a  while  one  maybe  smothered  and  we 
skin  it  and  c(mnt  the  skin  ahuig  with  the  others.  After  the  cows  scat- 
ter in  August  they  mix  with  the  bachehu\s  and  a  few  will  be  driven 
when  we  drive  seals  for  food,  and  s(»metimes  one  is  kilkMl  by  accident 
before  the  clubber  knows  it  is  a  cow.  If  I  knew  that  he  kille<l  it  (m 
purpose  I  wouhl  punish  him;  and  if  he  did  it  again  I  would  have  him 
put  oft"  the  island. 
The  pups  are  born  in  June  and  July  and  they  learn  to  swim  in  Sep- 
tember. They  can  not  swim  when  they  are  b(U'n  and 
they  can  not  help  themselves,  and  they  (ht  not  eat  or 
Cow  sii.kics  only  driiik  only  as  they  suck  tlu'  cows.  No  cow  will  let 
Town  pup.  auother  pujt  suck  her;  every  cow  feeds  her  own  pup. 

The  pups  leave  in  November  and  all  s<'als  are  gone  about  the  middle 
of  December,  excei>t  when  the  weather  is  very  line, 
and  then  we  often  kill  seals  in  January. 

KAKP   Bl'TERIN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  (tHicer  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  section  l!>7<i  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United 
States,  this  Uth  day  of  June.  18U2,  at  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  11.  Willis  MS, 
l^xtidury  AijvHi  in  Vliarye  of  IStid  Julnntls, 


Tups  can  not  Hwini. 


Aliiirntion  of  jiiips. 


jDcposition  of  Carlos  (}.  Cnlkum,  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Nary. 

PRiniLOF  ROOKERIES. 

Tarlos  (}.  Calkins,  being  duly  sworn,  deiMiscs  and  saith:  I  am  a  lieu 

t(^nant  in  tlie  U,  S.  Navy,  and  have  made  tiiree  cruises 

into  Alaskan  waters,  as  follows,  viz,  m  tli«^  year  18!K), 

about  the  Bristol  ISay  region  and  the  .Meutian  Islands  as  far  west  as 

Uiniuik;  in  the  year  18U1,  to  the  L'ribilof  Islands,  in  Bering  Sea;  and 


RKLATING    TO    ST.    PAUL    ISLAND. 


105 


i? 


ill  the  yoar  1892,  from  Kadiak  Island  to  IMiuco  William  Soxmd,  gtnug 
as  far  into  Cook's  Inlet  as  Coal  I>ay. 

I  never  saw  nor  heard  of  any  fur-seal  rookeries  in  these  regions,  ex- 
eei  t  those  on  the  seal  islan<ls  of  IJerinji-  Sea.     Neither 
have  I  ever  seen  any  fur-seals  in  abnndanee  save  on  or   ivn"i!of 'ishiill!!!;^  "" 
near  said  seal  islands. 

Carlos  (I.  ('alkins. 

Subseribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  <liiy  of  A]>ril,  1S{)2. 

.lOSElMI   Ml  KllAV, 

United  IStdtcH  Treasury  Agent. 


Depoftitioii  of  ITerhert  V.  Fleicher^ chief  meeltaniam  St.  Pnvl  Tsland. 


MANAGEMENT   AND   HABITS. 


Exporionco. 


State  of  Vermont, 
(Jonutji  of  ()r(()iffe,  .s.s  ; 

Herbert  V.  Fleteher,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a 
citi/en  of  Randolph,  Vt.,  where  I  have  had  my  lumie  nearly  all  my  life. 
1  am  by  trade  a  macihinist  and  blacksmith,  and  byoeeupation  afarmer. 

in  1882  I  went  to  St.  Tanl  Island  in  the  service  of  the  Alaska  Com- 
niercial  ( 'ompany,  as  their  ehief  meehanio,  and  remained 
ther<'  tw,>  years  and  four  months,  including  the  sealing 
seasons  of  1882,  1883,  and  1884.  During  such  season  of  each  of  these 
years,  1  was  cmiiloye<l  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time  in  the  annual 
seal  killing,  and  at  other  times  my  work  took  me  treciuently  to  the 
various  parts  of  the  island,  so  that  in  tlu'  course  of  my  stay  there  I 
became,  as  all  do  who  live  there  a  year  or  mote,  very  familiar  with 
everything  pertaining  to  the  seals. 

At  the  time  of  my  employment  at  the  island,  everything  about  the 
seal  rookeries  and  scaling  industry  apitcared  to  be  in  a      „  i- 

liiglily  prosperous  conditKui.  


Tln'n'  was  no  lack   of 


tioii  III'  rmiki'iii's 
Hi'iiliii;;  industry. 


mil 


seals.  The  rookeries  were  said  by  all  th<'  nati\'es  and 
residents  to  be  as  large  and  ful'  s  they  had  ever  been,  and  the  lessees 
got  their  full  number  of  skins  aii(»\v<(l  by  law  within  the  usual  time,  .dl 
(if  good  marketable  sizes,  from  such  sized  animals  as  the  emp!o\cs  were 
told  to  kill,  and  ha<l  a  large  surplus  left  ea<  !i  year  for  breedeis.  The 
manner  in  which  the  seals  were  driven  and  killed  ,  .,  ,  ,  ^.,,, 
seiMued  to  me  to  be  as  good  as  could  be  adop^d,  and  ^'^' "'-''*'"  '  "K- 
Just  such  as  any  oiu'  would  ado])t  who  was  aecustiuned  to  the  iiianage- 
nu'ut  of  farm  animals.  I  was  surprised  to  see  how  (dosely  iii  weaily 
everv  resp»'ct  the  seal  herds  resemble  droves  of  oiii  ,.  .„„,,i,. ,.  i.^ 
douu^stic  anunals.  Almost  anvthmg  is  «lone  with  them  twcn  .s,ai»  ami  .lo- 
that  we  habitually  do  with  our  Hocks  and  herds  in  farm  ""'"*'' """""'" 
life,  except  to  Ceed  them.  They  arc  started  up  from  the  beaches,  col- 
lected in  convenient  sized  droves,  and  driven  by  a  very  few  men  to  the 
ju'oper  killinji  grennds,  exactly  as  1  would  handle  a  Hoek  ot  sheep;  and, 
unless  the  weather  was  very  hot  ami  dry,  seemed  In  me  to  suffer  no 
more  nor  stand  any  greater  risk  of  injury  from  dri\  ing  than  sheep 
would  and  do  uiMler  similar  circumstances.  When  they  arrive  at  the 
killing  grounds  tln\v  can  be  kejtt  in  ayard  or  corral  surrotnided  by  an 
ordinary  cattle  fence;  but,  without  the  trouble  i>ven  of  building  a  fen<-e, 
with  a  single  k<'»'per  to  watch  them  and  a  few  pieces  ot  board  set  up 
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aroiiinl  tlMMii  <m  which  sonio  strips  of  sackiiifioi' old  o-armeiit8  arehnn};, 
several  tlioiisaiul  ai'c  liordcd  and  kept  for  hours,  until  the  tiuic,  perhaps 
on  the  following  day,  for  their  slaughter.  They  grow  very  tauie  an«I 
tractable  by  repeated  diiving,  and  even  the  old  bulls  lose  their  tierce- 
ness  and  seldom  turn  ujwni  tlieir  herders,  ]iartieularly  when  brought 
in  fi'(un  the  rookeries  near  the  villages,  where  they  become  most  familiar 
with  man. 
They  seem  never  to  be  attiicted  with  any  disease.  The  jmps  are 
always  healthy,  fat,  and  haj>py;  the  males  too  young 
for  slaughter  play  about  on  the  rookeries  during  the 
killing  season  and  between  the  intervals  of  driving  to  the  killing 
gr<aind,  galloi)ingup  and  <lown  the  slopes  or  wrestling  in  good-natured 
contest,  as  the  young  of  other  animals  do  when  undisturbed,  showing- 
no  signs  of  fear  or  timidity.  The  still  younger  seals,  during  their  tirst 
few  weeks,  have  so  little  fear  of  man  that  they  may  be  picked  ui>  at 
any  time  more  readily  than  young  hnnbs;  and  when  a  little  older,  after 
they  have  learned  to  swim,  they  come  by  thousands  upon  the  beaches 
<^los(^  to  the  village  and  may  be  driven  up  en  masse  and  taken  to  a 
corral  and  imp<mnded,  (u-  simply  herded  by  a  watchman  and  kept  to- 
gether for  an  in(U'tinite  length  of  time.  When  so  herded 
inc'OTiimrwlHf^^^  ^^^'^^  "'"^  ^^  rea<lily  taken  up  one  by  one  and  marked 

by  some  mutilati<ni,  such  as  the  cutting  off  an  ear,  as 
has  been  practiced  on  one  cv  two  occasions,  I  am  told,  for  the  i)urpose 
of  identifying  them  afterwards,  or  by  branding  them.     From  my  exi)e- 
rience,  with  both  seals  and  cattle,  1  should  as  soon  undertake  to  brand 
a  lot  of  ycmng  seals  as  so  many  calves;  and  1  believe  by  attempting  \\ 
at  the  i)roper  season,  after  the  old  seals  hav(^  mostly  left  the  island, 
and  th.e  young  are  "pochling''  by  themselves,  there  would  be  no  diili- 
eulty  in  ''rounding  up"  simultaneously  nearly  all  the  young  born  in  a 
single  season  and  marking  them  tor  complete  future  identihcatiim. 
Their  habits  of  breeding  are  so  nearly  like  those  of  domestic  ajiimals 
that  one  having  them  in  control  needs  cmly  to  follow 
reeding.  j^j^  (experience  as  a  shepherd  or  "cattleman"  to  (!ause 

them  to  become  most  i)rolitic.  He  must  keep  all  the  females  and  kill 
of!",  as  far  as  possible,  all  the  surplus  males  above  the  number  abso- 
lutely required  for  breeding  purposes.  I  think  tlies*'  recpiirements 
were  very  exactly  fulfilled  by  the  late  lessees  of  the  seal  fisheries  during 
the  time  of  my  employment  by  them;  and  they  are  certainly  able  to 
l)oint  to  the  fact,  unless  I  am  grossly  misinformed,  that  frcmi  1.S70, 
when  they  first  took  hold  of  the  business,  up  to  the 
horrtfnmisTotrimf  ^''^^  of  my  scrvicc  for  them  in  18S-f,  the  system  pursued 
by  them  was  as  perfect  as  it  could  be,  and  resulted  in  a 
steady  increase  of  the  seals.  They  failed  <uily  in  omitting  to  take  proper 
measures  by  branding  or  mutilation,  as  I  have  pcMuted  out,  to  identify 
their  property  while  pasturing  in  the  ocean.  The  owner 
laeiitiiiciition  <>»  of  a  seal  skin  with  an  ineffaceable  brand  on  it  would, 
•  other  imirkiiig.  cvcu  i\\  a  foreign  couutry,  1  nnagine,  have  some  sort  ot 
property  right  which  international  law  wouid  recog- 
nize; and  of  his  ability  to  mark  nearly  every  skin  with  such  a  brand 
upon  the  live  y(mng  animal  1  have  not  the  slightest  doubt. 

Herbert  V.  Fletcher. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  18th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  lcS92,  at  Kan- 
doljih,  Vt.,  before  me. 
[L.  S.J  .  Wm.  H.  Du  Hois, 

Notary  rublk. 


\no\iv 
or 
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Deposition  of  John  Fratis,  resident  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  employe  oj 

lessees. 

MANAGEMENT   AND   HABITS. 

Alaska,  U.  S.  A., 

*S7.  Panl  Island,  Prihilof  ({roup,  ss  : 

Joliii  Fratis.  In'ing  <lnly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  47  years  of 
aji'e   and   was  born   on   tin'   La«lrone    Islands.     I    can      |..  „..,.„.. 
s])eaktlie  Knjilisli,  Russian, and  Spanish  lanj;na}res,  and       ■''i'""""'- 
1  understan;!  tlie  "Aleut"  as  it  is  spoken  by  the  natives  of  St.  Paul 
Island,  Alaska. 

I  <'anie  to  St.  Paid  Island  in  18G0,  and  married  a  native  woman  and 
became  one  of  the  people;  was  made  a  native  sealer  and  have  resided 
here  ever  since. 

From  isr>t)  to  ISfiO  I  was  employed  on  whaliufj  vessels  workinji'  in 
Bering  and  Okhotsk  seas  and  the  An-tic  Ocean.  I  have  been  a  Ion  ji' 
the  coast  of  Berinj;-  and  Okhotsk  s«'as,  and  ah>njf  the  coast  of  Alaska 
in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  from  Sitka  to  IJnalask.a,  and  I  never  saw 
or  heard  tell  of  any  phice  in  American  waters  in  that  whole  n'jjion, 
where  the  Alaskan  fur  seals  haul  out  on  land  or  brcied,  jj.,„,  „.,  ..^  i,,.,.,.,, 
excepting  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea  known  as  <>iiiy  on  I'rii.iiot  ih 


the  I'ribilof  Islands.  '""'*'' 

From  the  time  I  settled  here  in  18(59  until  1882  or  1883,  there  was  no 
trouble  at  all  in  taking  8r),()00  seals  on  St.  Paul  Island     „  .     ,,  .     , . 

,      .  T  1  1    ¥     1      Oik  1  iu.  i  ii      J.  Notrniihli' 111  taking 

between  June  1  and  .Inly  M),  and  we  otten  got  that  num-  ss.mMi  stuis  a  vtai  iv.r 
ber  by  ,1  idy  2(1  ^«''» *" i***- ""•'«"•* 

In  those  days  we  used  to  get  plenty  of  seals  on  the  Zoltf»i  sands  near 
the  Keef  rookery,  and  now  there  are  none  there.  I  hav«^  worked  on  the 
sealing  grounds  at  everything  there  is  to  do,  from  driving  to  clubbing, 
and  preparing  the  skins  for  shii>ment. 

When  Mr.  Webster  had  charge  of  the  killing  at  Northeast  Point, 
where  he  used  to  kill  from  25,(HM>  to  3.j,0(M>  seals  in  a  seascm,  I  generally 
did  the  <'Ooking  there,  and  I  cooked  seal  meat  ev<'ry 
day,  and  we  all  ate  it,  and  our  people  live  on  seal  meat,      ^-'^  *•'««"''  '^''koi 

''  \.  .',  I'll  ilisi'am'd  seal. 

yet  I  never  saw  a  sick  or  a  diseased  seal  or  a  carcass 
that  was  unfit  for  food. 

1  have  driven  seals  from  all  the  rookeries  and  under  the  directions  of 
sevi'ral  (;hiefs,  and  I  know  the  orders  were  always  very 
strict  about  the  care  we  must  take  of  the  seals  on  the  ""'^"'s-' 
road.  No  drives  were  ma<le  in  warm  weather;  the  seals  were  not  hur- 
ried, but  every  once  in  awhile  they  were  aUowed  to  stop  and  rest.  The 
men  who  did  the  driving  were  reli«'ved  from  time  to  time,  so  that  no 
man  should  get  too  cold  on  the  drive,  and  when  the  sun  came  out  warm 
the  drive  was  always  abandoned  and  the  seals  allow«'d  to  go  into  the 
sea.  I  never  saw  the  seals  overdriven  or  overheated,  nor  liave  I  «'vei' 
seen  a  seal  die  (m  the  «'.rive  excejtt  one  or  two  occasionally  smothered. 

The  drivers  carry  their  knives  along,  and  when  a  seal  dies  they  skin 
him  and  the  skin  is  brought  to  the  salt  house  and  counted  in  with  the 
others. 

An  f^verheated  seal  would  not  be  worth  skinning,  and  for  that  reason 
the  c'unpany  agent  is  i)articular  that  the  seals  are  not  overheated.  I 
iiave  clubbed  seals,  too,  and  at  present  I  am  a  regular  clubber. 

We  know  a  cow  seal  o\\  sight,  and  when  we  find  oin^  on  the  killing 
■grounds  \V(.  take  care  she  is  not  injun'd.  Very  f«'W  cows  get  into  the 
ilrives  before  the  niddh'  of  August,  ami  then  we  are  only  driving  and 
Killing  a  fe^v  hundred  a  week  for  food. 
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Bachelors    do    not 
leave  islands  to  ftH!d. 


All  vo\v»  killed  on  tlio  seal  isljiiuls  are  killed  aecidentally,  and  it  oc- 
curs so  seldom  that  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  to 
exceed  100  since  1  came  to  the  island  in  1.S60.     So  care 
fully  has  this  been  j>uarde<l  that  when  we  used  to  he 
allowed  to  kill  pup  seals  in  Novend)er  we  had  to  examine  and  separate 
the  sexes  and  kill  none  but  males. 
.    ,   ,  ,,     ,  The  seals  came  to  the  islands  in  spring  and  they  came 

fr<mi  the  southward. 

The  first  bulls  arrive  late  in  April  or  very  early  in  May,  and  they  are 

coming  along  till  .lune.    The  bachelors  ecmie  m  May, 

the  older  ones  first,  and  they  continue  coming  1 11  July, 

when  the  younger  ones  arrive.    The  cows  ai)i)e5ir  about 

the  loth  of  .June,  and  they  are  «ill  on  the  rookeries  about 

the  middle  of  July. 

The  pups  are  born  soon  after  the  .arrival  of  the  tows,  and  tney  .are 

I'lDs  birth  of         hclplcss  aud  caii  not  swim,  and  they  would  drown  if 

ups,  »ir  10  .         ^^^^  .^^^^^  water.     The  ])ups  have  no  sustenance)  excei)t 

.an not  sw  m.         what  the  COWS  furuisli  and  no  cow  su<;kles  any  pui»  but 

her  own.    The  pui>s  would  swk  any  cow  if  the  cow  would  let  tijeui. 

After  the  pup  is  a  few  days  old  the  (!0W  goes  into  the  sea  to  feed  and 

at  first  she  will  only  stay  away  for  a  few  hours,  but  as 

the  pup  grows  strong»'r  she  will  stay  away  more  and 

more  until  she  will  sometimes  be  away  for  a  week. 

I  do  not  think  the  bachelors  go  to  fee<l  from  the  time  thoy  haul  <mt 

until  they  leave  the  islands  in  November,  for  I  liaAe 

observed  the  males  killed  in  May  are    fat  and  their 

stomachs  full  of  fish,  mostly  codfish,  while  the  maU»8 

killed  in  July  and  afterwards  are  poorer  and  poorer  and  their  stomachs 

are  empty.    I  know  the  bulls  do  not  eat  «luring  their  four  months'  stay 

ou  the  islands. 

In  August  the  families,  or  harems,  break  up  and  the  cows  scatter  all 

over  the  rookeries,  and  the  bulls  begin  to  go  away  late 

in  August  and  all  through  September,  so  that  very  few 

are  left  in  October.    The  cows  and  bachelors  begin  to  le.ave  in  October 

and  November,  but  their  going  is  regulated  somewhat  by  the  weather. 

Cold  stormy  weather,  with  suddtMi  heavy  frost,  will  drive  them  off 

sooner,  so  that  the  islands  will  be  deserted  by  Decend)er  1  ">,  while  warm 

weather  will  keep  jdenty  of  bachelors  here  until  late  in  .lanuary,  when  I 

have  known  them  to  be  driven  and  kille<l  for  ft)od.    When  the  seals 

le^ive  the  island  tlu'y  go  southward  and  through  the  passes  of  the 

Aleutian  Islands  into  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

It  w.as  in  1884  that  I  first  noticed  a  de<'rease  in  the  st'als,  and  it  h.as 

bei'ii  a  stea<ly  and  a  very  rapid  decrease  ever  since  188(», 

so  that  at  present  there  is  notonecpiarter  as  many  seals 

on  the  island  as  there  was  t'very  year  from  18(}0tolH83. 

I  have  known  of  one  or  two  sclMxniers  operating  in  Bering  Sea  as 
early  as  1877  or  187H,  and  they  were  (m  the  rookeries 
o<'casionally  during  the  jmst  ten  years;  but  they  can 
not  damage  the  seal  herd  nuu'h  by  raiding  the  rookeries,  be«'ause  they 
can  not  take  many,  even  were  they  permitted  to  land,  which  they  are 
not  by  any  means. 
The  schooners  increase<l  every  year  from  the  time  I  fii'st  noticed 
them  until  in  1884  there  was  a  fleet  of  20  or  30,  and 
then  1  began  to  see  more  and  mon*  <lead  iiu]»s  on  the 
rookeries,  until  in  1801  the  fleet  of  sealing  scluxuiers 
mil  'oered  more  than  a  hundred  and  the  rookeries  were  covered  with 
dead  pups. 
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It  is  my  opinion  that  the  COWS  arc  killed  by  tlio  hunt-      ,,,^^^^  !,.«  uiu  d 
<U'S  when  they  jj;o  out  in  the  sea  to  feed,  and  the  pups  wiiii."iVr<iiir({. 
are  left  to  die  and  do  die  on  the  island. 

1  never  knew  of  a  time  when  there  were  not  i)lenty  of  bulls  for  all  the 
■  .)ws,  and  1  never  saw  a  cow  seal — except  a  two-year 
ohl — without  a  pup  by  her  side  in  the  proi)er  season. 
I  never  heanl  tell  of  an  inipoteut  bull  seal,  nor  do  1  b«licve  there  is 
sm'h  a  thiny,  excepting;'  the  very  old  and  feeble, (U-  biadly  wounded  ones. 
1  have  seen  hundreds  of  idle  vigorous  bulls  upon  tlu*  rookeries,  and 
there  were  no  cows  for  them.    I  saw  many  such  bulls  last  year. 

The  pnjts  do  not  learn  to  swim  until  they  are  (i  to  S  weeks  old,  and 
after  learning-  they  seem  to  prefer  to  be  on  the  land; 
and  1  think  they  would  not  leave  the  islands  «)nly  for 
the  cold  weather,  or  it  may  be  they  follow  the  cows  to 
sea  after  being  weaned. 

If  the  seal  were  let  alone  in  the  water  we  could  numage  them  so  as  to 
again  build  ui)  the  rookeries.  We  are  so  familiar  with 
their  habits  and  they  are  so  accustomed  to  us  that  there  sJ','""^''"""  "'•'''•■ 
is  no  difficulty  in  managing  them  so  as  to  make  them 
increase.  They  are  easy  to  handle,  the  little  [uips  are  not  shy  of  us,  and 
even  when  they  are  older  in  tlu^  fall  they  can  be  handled  nnich  easier 
than  sheep.  I  can  manage  seals  better  than  1  can  some  of  the  sheep 
brought  on  the  islands  and  which  I  have  been  sent  to  catch. 

John  Fuatis. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  officer  empowered  to  adminis- 
ter oaths  under  section  U>7(»,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
this  10th  of  June,  18U2,  at  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  II.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  chtirya  of  IScat  Idands. 


Beponiiion  of  Unirii  A.  Olifhlvn,  Trvusurfi  (ijfcnt  on  St.  Paul  Lslaiul. 

HABITS.      MANAGEMENT.     PELAGIC   SEALING. 


District  op  Columbia, 

City  of  Wdshington,  fts: 

Henry  A.  Glidden,  being  dnly  sworn,  <leit(>ses  and  says:  I  reside  at 
Albion,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  am  <J1  years  of  age,      ,.,   ^  ..^  ^^ 
a  lawyer  by  juofession,  and  am   not  in  the  employ  of       '''" 
the  United  States  (iovernment.     1  was  appointed   special   Treasnry 
agent  in  charge  of  the  seal  islands  under  Secretary  Foiger.    On  May 
.'{1, 18.S2,  I  arrived  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  remained  there  tintil  .Inne 
8,  liS85,  only  returning  once  to  the  States  to  pass  the  winter  of  18S.'{-'8-l. 
I  was  locatcMl  the  entire  time  on  St.  Paul  Island.     During  my  expe- 
rience there  1  examined  carefully  the  rookeries  on  the  island,  s'^'  was 
necessary  in  <'onne<'tion  with  my  duties  as  spi'cial  Tn'asnry  agent, 
and   incidentally  stu<lied   seal   life  on  the   islands.     I  am  unable  to 
state  whether  the  seals  increased  or  not  during  mv 
residence  on  St.  Paid,  but  they  certainly  did  not  de-  erl.t^rhaVJin'i's^T" 
crease,  except  perhaps  there  was  a  slight  decn'ase  in 
1884.     In  all  my  conversations  with  the  natives,  which  were,  of  course, 
a  great  nniny,  they  never  spoke  of  the  seals  being  on  the  decrease,  as 
they  certaiuly  wouhl  have  doiu^  if  sm*h  had  been  the 
case.    During  these  years  there  was  always  a  sufficiency      *"  "^  *'^*'^"       *' 
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of  vijiorous  male  life  to  serve  sill  the  female  seals  wliieli  csime  to  the 
ishiiuls,  ami  certainly  duriiifj:  this  period  seal  life  was  not  attected  by 
any  deticii'ncy  of  males.  1  do  not  think  that  the  number  of  seals  on 
the  rookeries  can  be  even  approximatc^ly  estimated.    No  satisfactory 

Not  iH.8Hii.ii,  to  measurement  of  the  breeding  grounds  t>n  which  to  base 
csiiiniite  uiiinber  of  au*  approximation  of  the  number  of  seals  has  ever  been 
mills  on  iHiiimiH.  ^^j.  ^.jj^jj  Y)e  miwle.  And,  even  if  such  measurement  could 
be  made,  the  broken  nature  of  the  ground,  the  ine(iuality  of  distribu- 
tion of  the  seals  while  on  land,  and  the  ftict  that  the  females  are  con- 
stantly cimiing  and  going,  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  sort  of  calcu- 
lation which  could  be  of  any  value  at  all. 

During  the  time  I  Avas  on  the  islands  1  only  saw  a  very  few  dead 
pups  on  the  rookeries,  but  tlie  niunber  in  1.SS4  was 

Dead  piiim.  slightly  uiorc  tliau  in  former  years.     I  nt^ver  notiired  or 

examiui'd  dead  pui)s  on  the  rookeries  before  1H84,  the  nund)er  being  so 
snndl,  but  that  year  I  examined  them,  and  found  them  very  much 
emaciated.  In  my  judgment  they  were  starved  to  <leath  because  their 
mothers  had  been  kille<l  while  away  from  the  islands  in  search  of  food. 
This,  perhaps,  would  not  be  so  if  a  cow  w<uUd  suckle 

hi-?owiMmp!'^^*    "'^'^   '••'>'  1^"P  *^"^^  (!omes  to  her,  but  she  will  not,  and  on 
the  contrary  will  beat  off  any  y<mng  swil  which  en- 
deavors to  nurse  from  her  excei)t  her  own.    I  know  a  cow  recognizes 
her  pui>,  but  a  pup  never  seems  to  distinguish  its  mother  from  other 
cows  which  it  comes  in  contact  with.    During  the  entire  sealing  season 
males  of  all  classes  remain  on  the  islands,  excejit  that  the  bachelors 
once  in  a  while  go  into  the  water,  but  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
islands.    The  females,  on  the  contrary,  are  going  and 
FoniaioM  fo.tiiii)?.      eouiiug  to  and  from  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  feed- 
ing.    I  believe  it  is  while  the  females  are  thus  going  to  and  from  the 
feeding  grounds  and  through  the  Aleutian  passes  that  they  are  inter- 
cepteil  an(l  shot  by  ojien-sea  sealers.     A  pup  seal  until 
Pup   uiiai)ic  to  it  is  six  weeks  or  two  months  old  never  goes  into  the 
''^""  water,  being  evidently  afraid  to  (h»  8t>,  and  it  is  only 

after  this  ago  that  it  begins  by  degrees  to  btu-ome  acquaint^'d  with  tiie 
sea.  I  am  of  the  opinion  if  a  pup  got  into  the  water  that  it  would  b»^ 
drowned  and  therefore  wimld  perisli  if  born  in  the  water.  For  the  lirst 
six  or  eight  weeks  of  its  life  a  pup  is  a  land  animal  and  in  no  way 
ampliibitms. 

I  became  very  familiar  with  the  metlmds  employetl  by  the  natives  in 
taking  the  bachelor  seals,  which  are  the  only  ones 
i\'rivl'nK"''^"'  killed  on  the  islands,  and  I  do  not  believe  any  improve- 

ment could  be  made  in  the  methods.    The  driving  from 
tlie  hauling  grouiuls  to  the  killing  grounds  was  always  conducted 
witli  the  greatest  care;  was  <h>ne  at  night  or  very  early  in  tlie  mtu-n- 
iiig,  sh»wly  and   with  frequent  rests,  so  that  the  seals  might   not 
_.  become   overheated.     During    the   killing  the    mer- 

'"*■'  chan table   seals  were  always  caiefully  selected.    No 

females  were  killed,  except  perhaps  one  or  two  a  season  by  accident, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  herd  were  allowed  to  return  t«>  the  water  or 
hauling  grounds.  Very  few  seals  were  killed  in  a  "drive,"  and  the 
skins  of  these  were,  in  nearly  every  case,  retained  and  counted  in  the 
quota  allowed  to  be  taken  by  the  lessees.  The  number  of  seals  killed 
ill  this  way  could  not  possibly  have  affei'ted  seal  life  on  the  island.  I 
never  saw  or  heard  of  a  case  where  a  male  seal  was  seriously  injured 
by  driving  or  redriving.  And  I  do  not  believe  that  the  virility  of 
males  driven  was  destroyed  by  climbing  over  the  rocks  or  affected  in 
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any  way  by  driviiif^.    Certainly  tlie  reprodnc^tiv**  powers  of  niah'  life 
on  the  islands  were  never  decrciised  or  impaired  hy  these  methods. 

Anoth«'r  fact  in   this  eonnnection  is  that  the  lessees  hx-ated  the 
killinj;  {^rounds  as  near  the  lianlin^'  ^ronnds  as  seeme<l  to  be  prudent 
without  disturbinji'the  breeding;  of  tln'roolieries.    That  boats  and  teams 
were  provided  for  transportinjr  the  slvins  to  tlie  salt  houses  from  the 
killing  grounds,  thus  avoidinj"  lonji'  "drives."    Raids 
on  the  rookeries  by  marauders  did  not,  while  I  was  on      Kiiilis."'"'"^'''*' 
the  islands,  amount  to  anytliing,  and  eeilainly  .seal 
life  there  was  not  affected  to  any  extent  by  such  incursions.     I  only 
knew  of  (Hie  raid  ui»on  St.   Paul  Island  while  I  was  there.     It  was  by 
a  Japanese  vessel,  aud  they  killed  about  one  hundn'd  seals,  the  car- 
casses of  whiith  we  found  on  board  when  we  captured  the  vessel.    The 
Pribilof  seal  herd  should  be  protected  both  in  Bering 
Sea  and  the  North  I'acilic  ()cean,becau.se  the  injury  to  ^ 
seal  life,  bringing  about  a  decrease  in  the  size  of  the 
herd,  is  caused  by  the  slaughter  of  females  in  the  open  sea.     If  the 
seals  are  thus  protected   and   the  existing  methods  and  regulations 
are  carried  out  on  the  islands  the  seal  herd  will  not  decrease,  but  on 
the  contrary,  in  my  opinion,  will  increase.     If  the  seals  are  not  pro- 
tected in  these  waters,  the  herd  will  be  exterminated  in  a  very  short 
time.    It  is  (mly,  therefore,  by  protecting  the  seals  everywhere  in  the 
sea  and  ocean  that  seal  life  can  be  preserved. 

Henry  A.  Gliduen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
Distri(;t  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  15th  day  of  April,  1892. 

[L.  Sj  CHAS.   L.    IIl'GIIES, 

Xtiiary  Public. 


I'roteutioii    net' ex - 


Deposition  of  Chariot  J.  Goff,  Treusuri/  (Ujt'nt  in  vhanjc  of  rrilnlof  Islantls. 

PltlBILOF   llOOKElllES. 

District  of  Columbia, 

Citj/  of  W(i.shin()ton,  an: 

Charles  A.  (lott".  of  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says:  I  am  i")  yt'ars  of  age.  During  the  years 
ISSU  iiud  l<St>0  1  oct'upied  the  position  of  sjK'cial  Treas-  '''"'' '""'" 
ury  agent  in  cliai'ge  of  the  l'ril>ilof  Islands.  I  was  hfcated  on 
St.  I'aul  Island,  only  visiting  St.  (leoige  Island  occasionally.  About 
the  1st  of  dune,  lissil,  I  anived  on  St.  Paul  Islainl  and  I'emained 
there  until  October  12,  1SS1>,  when  I  return<'d  to  San  Francisco  for  tho 
winter.  Again  went  to  the  islands  in  18!K),  arriving  there  about  the 
last  week  in  May  and  remaining  until  August  12,  ISUO.  Since  that 
time  I  have  never  been  on  the  islands.  My  pi-incipal  observations  as 
to  seal  life  upon  the  ishnnls  were  eonlined  to  St.  I*aul  Island,  as  I  only 
visited  St.  (ieorg«'  Island  oeeasioniilly. 

During  my  lirst  year  on  the  islands  the  Alaska  Commercial  Companj 
was  the  lessee  tlier«'of,  ami  dining  my  second  year  the  North  American 
Commercial  Company.  In  ISSII  I  made  careful  observatiiuis  of  the 
rookeries  on  St.  Paul  Islan<l  an<l  marked  out  the  aieas 
<!overed  by  the  bree<ling  grounds;  in  ISilO  I  examined  iJ^^VJiT"  "'  ^^^^' 
these  lines  made  by  me  the  former  year  and  found  a 
very  great  shrinkage  in  the  spaces  covered  by  breeding  seals. 
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.  .,„    „  ..  Ill  1889  it  was  (|uit««  (litliciilt  for  tin-  lessees  to  obtaiu 

piiiiv  K.  i.btitiii  -luotn  their  tiill  quota  ot  1(>0,(MM)  skills;  so  (lininilt  was  it  iii 
"'■*'*''"'  fact,  that  ill  order  to  turn  ott"  a  sullicieiit  inimber  of 

four  and  five  years-oUl  males  from  the  haiiliii};  grounds  for  l)ree<liiig 
piiriioses  in  the,  future,  the  lessees  were  ('(unpelled  to  take  about  r)0,()00 
skins  of  seals  of  cue  or  two  years  of  ajje.  I  at  oiiee  n'ported  this  fact 
to  the  Secretiiry  of  the  Treasury,  and  advised  the  takin}«'  of  a  less  num- 
ber of  skins  the  followinj;:  year.     Pursuant  to  such  report  the  (lovern- 

ineiit  tixed.  upon  the  number  to  be  taken  as  ()(),0U0,  ami 
i..i.;arrtokeu  in  further  ..rdered  that  all  killing  of  seals  upon  the  is- 
"*""•  lands  should  stop  after  the  liOth  day  of  .luly.    I   was 

further  ordered  that  I  shouhl  notify  the  natives  iipcui  the  Aleutian  Is- 
lands that  all  killing  of  seals  while  coming  from  or  going  to  the  seal 
islands  was  prohibited.  The««'  rules  and  regulations  went  into  effect 
in  1890,  and  pursuant  thereto  I  posted  notices  for  the  natives  at  various 
points  along  the  Aleutian  chain,  and  saw  that  the  orders  in  rclaticm  to 
the  time  «»f  killing  andnuinber  allowed  to  be  killed  were  executed  iijioii 
the  islands.  Asa  result  of  th»' enforcement  of  these  regulations,  the 
lessees  were  unable  to  take  UKU-ethaii  21, 2;{S  seals  of  the  killable  ageof 

from  <me  to  tive  years  during  the  s«'ason  of  1890,  so 
qiiotuill'isiw'.  "^''''"  Jjr^'sit  had  Ikhmi  the  decrease  of  s«'al  life  in  one  y«'ar,  and 

it  would  have  been  impossible  to  obtain  ()0,000  skins 
even  if  the  time  had  beeu  unrestricted. 
The  Table  A  appended  to  this  atlidavit  shows  how  great  had  bet'ii 

thede(!reaseoii  St.  I'aul  Islands  liiiuling  grounds,  bear- 
..i^s^"  "''"''■"'«  '•''    iiig  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  driving  and  killing  was 

done  by  the  same  jierstms  as  iu  former  years,  and  was 
as  diligently  carried  on,  the  weather  being  as  favorable  as  in  1889  for 

seal-driving.     I  believe  that  the  sole  cause  of  the  de- 
^  Civusi',  pHajjiii  sciii-  erease  is  pelagic  sealing,  which  from  reliable  informa- 
tion I  understand  to  have  increased  greatly  since  1884 
or  1885.    Another  fact  1  have  gained  from  reliable  sources  is  that  the 
.,....,  great  majoritv  of  the  seals  taken  in  the  open  sea  are 

wiit.riirc'prcgimutor  ]>regiiaut  feiiiales  or  females  in  milk.  It  is  an  unques- 
'"'"''""•  tionable  fact  that  the  killing  of  thes»'  females  destroys 

the  pups  they  are  carrying  or  nursing.  The  result  is  that  this  de- 
striictionof  pups  takes  about  eipially  from  the  male  and  female  increase 
of  the  herd,  aiid  when  so  many  male  piii»s  are  killed  in  this  manner, 

besides  the  100,000  taken  on  the  islands,  it  necessarily 

Kii.ru  ..f.  attects  the  number  of  killable  seals.    In  1889  this  draiii 

upon  male  seal  life  showed  itself  on  the  islands,  and  this,  in  my  opinion, 

accounts  for  the  necessity  of  the  lessees  taking  so  many  young  seals 

that  year  to  till  <mt  their  <piota. 

As  soon  as  the  effects  of  jielagic  sealing  were  noticed  by  me  upon  the 
islands  I  reported  the  same,  aiul  the  (lovernment  at  oiu*e  took  steps  to 
limit  the  killing  upon  the  islands,  so  that  the  rookeries  might  have  an 
opportunity  to  increase  their  niiiubes  to  their  former  condition;  but 
it  will  be  impossible  to  repair  the  depletion  if  pelagic  sealing  <-ontiiiues. 
I  have  no  doubt,  as  I  reported,  that  the  taking  of  100,0(M)  skins  in  188t) 
affected  the  male  life  on  the  islands,  and  cut  into  the  reserve  of  male 
seals  necessary  to  preserve  annually  for  breeding  purposes  in  the 
future,  but  this  fact  did  not  become  evich'iit  until  it  was  too  late  to  re- 
pair the  fault  that  year.  Except  for  tlu'  numbers  <lestroycd  by  pi'lagic 
sealing  in  the  years  previous  to  1889  the  hauling  grounds  would  not 
have  been  so  depleted,  and  the  taking  of  100,000  male  seals  would  not 
have  imx)aired  the  reserve  for  breeding  purposi  s  or  diminished  to  any 
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«'xt«'iit  tlio  st^al  lii'o  on  the  IMildlof  Isliiiids.  lOvni  in  lliis  diniinislu'il 
state  of  tli«'  rookt'iics  in  hS.S!>  I  carelully  oitserved  tliat  in  tin-  majority 
of  cases  tlie  four  and  live  vear  old  males  were  allowed  to  droj)  «!ut  of  a 
"drive'' before  tlie  baclielois  bad  heeii  driven  any  distance  from  the 
hauling  grounds.  These  seals  were  let  j^t  tor  the  sole  purpose  of  sup- 
plying sulticu-nt  future  in«'eders. 

A  few  seals  are  injured  by  redriving  (often  eontliet<'d  with  overdriv  ing 
and  sometimes  .so  i-alled),  hut  the  number  so  injured  is 
iuconsideiableandctiuld  havenoaiuueciableetVectupon    ,  !!'•.''• 'viiij;.'i<.v<.r- 
.seal   lite  through  destroying  rhe  virility  of  the  male. 
The  decrease,  caused  by  pelagic  sealing,  compelled  whatever  injuri(»us 
redriving  has  taken  pbu-e  on  the  islands,  as  it  was  otten  neces.sary  to 
drive  every  two  oi-  three  days  fnnii   the  same  hauling  grounds,  which 
caused  uniuy  seals  let  go  in  a  former  "drive"  to  be  driven  over  again 
before  thoroughly  rested.     If  a  ''dri\'c'' was  made  only  (mce  a  week 
from  a  ("ertain  hauling  ground, as  had  been  the  case  betbrop«'lagic  sealing 
grew  to  such  enormous  proportions  and  dcjdcted  the  rookeries,  there 
wouhl  be  iio  damage  at  all  resulting  from  redriving. 

In  my  o|>inion,  pelagic  scaling  is  the  cause  (tf  redriving  on  the  islands, 
the  depletion  of  the  rookeries,  and  promises  to  soon  make  the  Alaska, 
fur-.seal  lu'rd  a  thing  of  the  past.     If  continued  as  it   is  to-day,  »nen 
if  killing  on  the  islands  was  absolutely  Ibrbidden,  the  herd  will  in  a. 
few  years  be  exterminated.     1   am,  therclure,  of  the 
opiuicMi  that  pelagic  sealing  should  be  absidutely  pr«»-      |'mhiiiitionii.Mfs- 
hibited  both  in  Deling  Sea  and  the  North  l'acitu'()«ean. 
If  this  is  (hme  and  a   few  ycais  are  allowed  the  seal  herd  to  recover 
from  the  encu'uums  slaughter  of  the  past  seven  years,  the  Pribilof  Islands 
will  i)roduce  their  1()(MM><>  skins  as  heietolbrc  tor  an  in<letinite  period. 

1  hereby  append  to  and  make  a  part  of  this  alHdavit  a  table,  marked 
A,  giving  the  luimber  of  seals  killed  each  day  <»u  tlu' 
Islandof  St.  I'aul  <luring  the  years  ISSt)  and   l.S!)0  up    Jj",','}'-.  "•^'     '"" 
to  the2(»th  day  of.Iuly. 

1  als(»  apiHMid  to  and  make  a  part  of  this  aflldafit  a  table,  marked  B, 
showing  the  killing  of  seals  on  the  island  of  St.  I'aul  up  to  July  '20,  for 
for  the  years  187(>  to  1890,  inclusive,  compiled  tVom  the  records  kept  at 
the  GovernuHMit  House  on  St.  i'aul  Island. 

1  als(»  ap]>end  to  and  make  a  |)art  of  this  athdavit  a  table,  uuirked  (', 
showing  the  daily  tennierature  and  state  of  the  weather  for  the  nM)nths 
of  June  and  July  during  the  years  ISSl)  and  1S1M>.  compiled  from  obser- 
vati<Mis  taken  by  Dr.  C.  A.  liUtz,  nn  St.  I'aul  Island. 

(JlIARLKS   A.  (lOFF. 

Subscribed  and  sw<u'n  to  before  nie,  a  n(»tary  jmblic  in  and  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  this  i;ith  day  of  April,  18!»ii. 

Sevellon  a.  Brown, 

NoUiry  Fublic, 
2716 VOL  II 8 
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A. —  Table  showimj  ike  kilt'inij  of  fiii-mnU  mi  St.  I'nul  /slntitt  up  Ui  .Inh)  ?i>,  1SDi>,  hi/  the 
yurlli  .iiiurican  Coiiiiinriidl  t'omjKiiin, 


VILUACiK  KILUNti  tiUiMSn. 


It 


Dato. 

Xiinilior 
killnl. 

Dnto, 

NiitiilHir 

kiiua. 

1880. 

201 
120 
047 
702 
34(1 
K95 
1. 101 

1,  .Wl 
253 

1.3.-.3 

2.  578 
079 

1,314 

3U 

1,349 

1,038 

1800. 

110 

10 

11 

574 

12       

13 

132 

14 

10 

317 

16 

17 

107 

17 

18 

274 

18  

,>0 

330 

19 

21 

20'" 

20 

•J3 

521 

22 

24 

420 

24 

25 

200 

25 

20 

117 

20 

27 

300 

27 

28 

200 

28 

30 

200 

29 

Total 

4,402 

Totnl 

15, 102 

1,023 
834 
1,841 
1,710 
1,2.15  1 
1,302 

814  { 
1,314 
»i4 
2,004 
1,006 
3. 085 
1,011 
1,031 

2, 0 :0 

2,  017 
1,013 

•lulv     1 

July     1   

246 

2  

242 

3      

•i::;:::::::::::::::;:"  ■:■■■" 

183 

4 

4 

404 

5 

5 

,V'0 

6 

7 

411 

8 

8 

201 

0        

i) 

103 

10 

Ill 

378 

12 

12 

033 

13 

13 

211 

15  

14 

104 

16 

15 

315 

17 

17 

372 

18  

IS 

23ti 

19  

lit 

5,"in 

20 

2(1 

7811 

Total 

Total 

20,000 

0,111 

NOKTHEAST  POINT  KILLINIf  OI!OrXl>. 


Date. 


FBh**-'  M(' 


■;p    r 


1880. 

Jnne  17 

18 

19 

21 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

Jnly    1 

2 

4 

5 

6 

8 

9 

10 

13 

15 

18 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Total 


Niinibor 
killeil. 


1,0.54 

1,270 
494 

1,205 
754 

1,407 
441 
844 
479 
335 


Dato. 


1,200 

908 

1,559 

1.524 

370 

014 

641 

800 

703 

1,8.38 

1,158 

948 

1,282 

834 

243 


15,070 


Xiiinlmr 
killed. 


1S90. 

June  17 

18 

20 

21 

23 

24 

25 

27 

28 

.30 

July     1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

13 

15 

10 

17 

18 

10 

20 

Total 


10 
78 

438 

ot; 

179 

205 

100 

230 

79 

»8 


131 
Of! 
180 
321 
74 
330 
370 
27! 
112 
058 
245 
312 
48;) 
405 
440 
550 


,007 
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KKC.M'lTrr.ATIttX. 
Tolal  number  of  fur  mal  kUhd  by  /t'»»cf«  on  St.  Paul  Itland  from  June  1  to  July  tO. 

1H8!) 85,  IW) 

18U0 17,105 

B. —  TMv  Hhoivhiff  the  htiiinniny  of  tack  Hntlinij  Hcaion  on  the  inlandH  of  St.  I'anl  nnil  St. 
(iioifiv  from  IS^ti  lo  JSiln,  hirluHirv,  and  the  Hunibir  of  fur-Heah  accepted  by  the  lesmes 
up  lo  July  JO  of  each  year. 


St.  I 

mil. 

St.  GciirKe. 

Till  111 

Yuur. 

begnu— 

.Sklim  nc- 
cuptcd. 

Si'llHOll 

began-- 

SkiiiHitc- 
r«|it('il. 

ctpted. 

1H70 

1871 

June    1        20,788 
1  1     or..4iMt 

3  1       t!8,o:i.'i 

3  88, 0.".8 

1  1       8.'1,81M) 

a  i     U9,;u)7 

4  r>8, 732 
8         78,  ,')70 

2  Hi.  ,'■.72 
1           80  IHM) 

June    4 

10 
3 
3 
U 
U 
4 
4 
1 
8 
0 
0 
4 
2 

12. 1104 
21.  Wl 

17.  :i«2 

8,»r.4 
lO.tNKI 
lO.OIMI 
1.'.,  IKH) 

i«.7im 

20.  .'ifiO 
20,  (KPO 
20, tNHI 
20.  IKHI 
11,1211 
1I.1.-.2 
15,  INK) 

I3,:t;i5 

13.381 

13.  1 87 

10.  138 

4,112 

42,  3112 

1 K7'.' 

87,  0412 

18711 

8.1,  ;hi7 

1874 

IH),  012 

1x7.') 

113,  8<I0 

Ibtii 

70,  307 

1877 ..     .. 

7.1.  732 

1878 

!».'i.  270 

1871) 

lol.  Itl 

1880 

IlKI.  Olio 

1K8I 

e 

2 
4 

3 
3 
4 

1 
2 
1 
0 

80,  (MM) 
80.  (KM) 
00,  101 
83,  002 
70,4.-)l 
72,  120 
77,  381( 
7;i,  HOH 
08,  48.-. 
10,  833 

IIHI,  IKIO 

1H8-J 

lIHI.  IKHI 

lH8;i     

71,224 

1X84 .               

04. 244 

I88."i 

85,  4.11 

188(1 

8.1.  4.'i.'i 

1887 

1M(.  770 

1888 

H(l,  Dtl.'i 

1S8!» 

78,  023 

]H!)0 

211.  04'i 

! 


lii^'? 


C — Table  Hhowint/  weather  and  temperature  on  St.  Paul  Island  for  June  and  July,  1SS9 

and  li,VO. 


Da.vof 
muiilh. 


1880. 


Juno. 


''^Turo.'"""    Woather. 


1 

42 

•> 

40 

3 

44 

4 

48 

r, 

47 

t) 

,10 

7 

44 

H 

47 

0 

No  r 

10 

44 

11 

43 

12 

43 

Ill 

38 

14 

43 

1,1 

42 

10 

43 

17 

40 

18 

40 

10     ... 

40 

20 

4.1 

21 

40 

•I'l 

45 

23 

40 

24 

42 

2.1 

40 

20 

49 

28 

.10 

2il.    ... 

SO 

311 

50 

31 

t 

.Vox.  .Miii.l 

33      FiiUKV  ■ 
3.1  !  Clouilv  . 

38  |...(ii>.:.. 

40  i...<li> 


Max.  Min . 
4.1       40 
48  i     40 
48       42 
48  I     41 


39  |...iiii. 


34 


.In 


43   j...il(i  , 

30  l...<lo  , 

rocorili-.-tlo  , 


3H  I  liil 


40 

38 


38 


38 


.do 

do.... 
..do.... 
.do.... 
Tliirk  I'lijj. 

Ualii 

Cl.iiiily  ... 

Itiiin 

(Mnir 


July. 


'^'tuir"'     Weather. 


49 


49 


49 
52 
50 


Clouilv 
..do   ■ 
...do. 
Kiiiii 


39  I  Tlii(!k  fo«. 

40  ...do  

40  i  (iiiudv  ... 

41  Clfar '.... 


41 


dii 


40  '  Cliiudv 


48 


.1     48 


49 
48 
48 


Clrar  . 

llazv  . 

do'.. 

( 'li'ar  . 


40 


49 


40  I  lla/. 


40 


'■y 


42  ;  Tliiik  lii^. 


50       40  •  Kain  . 

45 

49 


lla/.v 

42  i  Tliii'k  fog 


11        41   ,  Fog. 
50       42  '  Cliiiir 


50       40 


do.. 


40  :...do 


1800. 


Juno. 


July. 


Toniprra- 
ture. 


WeathiT. 


42 


Max.  Min. 

37  {  33 

34  I  32 

41  33 

42  31 

42  32 

43  31 

44  38 
48  39 

43  39 

44  34 
43  37 

42  37 

43  37 
43  3H 


'''7;;r""  ^^''"""■^- 


Max.  it  in. 

.Snow ,  40  40 

llazv 4H  i  40 

ClcaV 40  ,  40 

Kiut! 47  I  30 

Cli'iir SO  I  40 

Fog 51  i  40 


Hazy 
lialii . 


II       41 
44  i     40 


d 

...do 
Fog. 
...fo 

dii 


47       43  ]  Hazy 


do. 


48 
4:1 
45 
44 


Itaiu. 
Clear. 


42  I  Fog 40       37      Fog 

41   I  Clrar iH       39  j   Fine 

43  Thii'kfog.      45       40  i  liain 


49 
49 
,10       44  '  Itain. 


49  1    40  I  Clear. 


46       42 
50 


Hazy 49       39  i  Hazy. 


I   l'"U-- 
Hazy 


44       44  I  Tliick  fog. 


43  I  Hazy 


V- 


.do 50      43     Hazy 


F( 


3H 
45       40 


44 
44 


38 


do. 
do  . 


43       40 
42       30 


do. 
.do. 


41 

48       43 


39     Kaining  ..     41       43 
30  ■   Fog 44 


41 


.10  40 

49  40 
54  44 

50  43 
S3  45 
52  46 
"•2  45 


Ki       43 
53       46 


Fog. 

Do. 
Clear. 

Do. 

Do. 

]>o. 

Do. 

Do. 


i'bli'k  fog.     40       41      Uazy 


47  42 

48  43  ;  Fi 


Do. 


Do. 


44       43      Rain. 


38     lla»y 49  '    45 


48  44 
48  40 
51        45 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


I 'I 


li 


p  ^ 


i 
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I 
i  : 


i 

4. 


I 


Jhposifinii  of  AhxaniJrr  Jlaiisson.  iniitloiir  of  /r.s-.srr.v  on  St.  Paul  Inland. 
I'KLAGIC  «EAU^a.  .  . 

State  or  Califoknta, 

City  and  Coiniti/  of  San  Frmmneo,  ss: 

Alexander  llansson.  liavinj;  been  duly  sworn,  dopnsi's  and  says:  T  am 


ExiHTiPin'c, 


.'54  v«'ars  of  aue,   a   luitive  of  Sitkii.  Alaskii.  and  \va>i 


Plcnt V  of  Hoals  in 
1880,  IHkl. 

was  no  troubli' 

Dpc^rcaHD. 


oducatcd  in  the  pnblii-  schools  ol'  Californiii.  and  after- 
wards attended  sciiool  six  years  in  Lovisa,  Finland,  retnrninji'  to  the 
United  States  in  187"),  when  IS  years  old.  1  immediately  took  service 
518  se<*ond  mate  on  the  schooner  Mdttheir  Turmr.  and  later  on  the 
steamer  Ihrrn.,  vessels  of  the  Alaska  <'onnnercial  Ccmipanj'^  Siiilinji' to 
Alaska,  and  was  employed  a  ;;reater  i)art  of  tlu'  time,  for  two  y(  .irs  and 
a  half,  in  the  I'nahiska  district.  In  l.s.s«;  I  went  t^)  St.  Paul  Island  of 
the  Pribilof  j-Toup,  iind  have  sine*-  remained  there  constantly  from  that 
time  until  Auj^ust,  IS'.U.  I  was  employed  there  in  various  o(!cui)ati(»iis 
in  connection  with  sealinji'.  I>ut  chiefly  in  handlinj-- sealskins  and  as  one 
of  the  ''  killiu};'  j-ang."  and  am  familiar  with  I'very  phase  of  tiie  JMisiness. 
In  1880  an«i  1S87  there  appisired  to  be  enough  seals,  and  the  men 
were  kept  pretty  steadily  at  work  after  tiic  first  \'v^\\ 
days  of  the  season  until  the  «'atcli  was  completed. 
Good  sized  skins  were  taken  in  these  years  and  tiiere 
in  getting  them,  but  huge  seals  grew  v«'rv  scarce  ou 
the  island  in  ISSS,  and  still  more  so  in  the  tliree  lolh)\v- 
ing  y«'ars.  The  oiders  of  the  "  i toss"  of  tliM  gang,  in 
which  I  worke<l  in  1 8S8  and  1SS<,>,  under  the  inanagen  "ut  of  the  Aia-ka 
Commercial  C<)mpany,  were  n<>t  to  kill  the  ."t-year  <imI  bulls,  because 
they  were,  he  saii!,  m  eded  on  tiie  rookeries. 
There  were  a  good  many  dead  ])ups  on  tin*  rookenes  every  year  1 
was  on  tiie  island,   and    thev   seemed   to  i!row   ino-c 

noail  imps.  ,.  ,  '     'iM  i.    •      1       X. 

numerous  tiom  year  to  year.  I  liere  may  not,  in  lact, 
have  luM'U  more  of  them,  because  tiie  rockeries  weie  all  the  time  grow- 
ing smaller,  and  the  dead  pups  in  tiie  latter  years  were  more  lutmerons 
in  jtroportion  of  the  live  ones.  They  were  thin  and  |io«»r,anu  appearwd 
to  iiave  starved  to  deatli. 

1  am  sure  the  size  of  the  rookeries  <Mt  St.  Paul  Island 

and  the  number  of  seals  on  them  in  IHOl  were  less  than 

one  half  of  their  size  and  nnnd>er  in  ls8<>. 

The  natives  for  whom  J  am  entitled  to  sjteak,  as  being  one  of  tiliem, 

and  ret'eiving  a  share  from  the  jnxjeeeds  (tf  tin*  sealeri«'s.  protest  that 

the  United  States  (rovernment  ought  to  have  protected 

the  rookeries  against  deep-sea  seal  tishing,  beeautie  we 

believe  the  seals  rightly  belong  to  'is  and  sh«»uld  not  be  killed  when 

I'rouctiou  uuitw    they  are  away  from  Lhen-  island  lH)me.     We  earnestly 

*■"■>•  i)ray  foi-  the  protectiion  r.o  which  we  are  justly  entith'd. 

Alkx.  IIansson. 

Subseribed  and  sworn  to  betore  ino  tkis  iiOth  <lay  of  .Vpril,  A.  IJ.  1892. 
[SBAL.J  Clement  Mennett. 

^I'otary  Public. 


Kookt-rieg  gmallci 


I't'laifir  Hcnliii);. 
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Deposition  of  Max  Hcilhronnvr, secretary  of  Alaska  Commercial  Comimuy. 
SKAL.SKIN  KECORD  OF  ST.  PAUL  ISLAND.  ALASKA,  1871  TO  1881). 

Shnirhiif  the  ihilcn.  tlii'  rookericn  fyoni  irliirh  the  xcah  were  drivin.  iitid  the  tiiniilter  killed 
fnim  eitvh  (Iron-.  v.rvi)tt  tlinl  the  ciitrli  at  S'nrlheant  I'niiit,  is  entered  ineklii,  ivillmiit 
den i y II at i lift  the  iiarticiiliir  jiiirl  of  thai  rookenj  from  ichieh  the  aiiimah  iven  drireii. 

1S71. 


May 

JiUII' 


July 


1.'. 

IJcff  iind  Tolsfov 

17.") 

A  UK. 

21. 

•'1 

Ut'oi            

2i:< 

.-.7X 
220 
•MM 

S.-)it 

.)., 

1 

'1  <>l.st<>v    

1 

'> 

Ui't'i    

11 

5. 

K'r.r 

13. 

<;. 

Kiitili.sli   liiiy — 

l.liSO 

IS. 

<f 

Smitlnvcsl   li;iv — 

•l|i!) 

21! 

10. 

Soiilliwcsl   lliiv 

i.7:jo 

( »it. 

•> 

i:{. 

livrt — 

Wil 

<l 

1.-.. 

KiiL^liisli    Itiiv    iilxl    T«i)- 

10 

.slov    

1.  130 

II 

IS 

Ki".  1 

i.:'S7 

20. 

Siiill  ll  Wi'Sl    IliiV 

l.(MKt 

13. 

20. 

.SdlltllWCKl     UllV 

!H)1 

')'> 

Lukaiiaii 

1.2«S 

11 

•S.i. 

'I'lilstoV    

j!ir> 

Iti 

21. 

Uvvf 

7!tl 
2,  ().")3 

17 

•2i. 

Noi'dieast  Point 

1!» 

27. 

Eujjli.sli  Miiv 

2C!I 

28. 

Knulish    linv  .ind    Tol- 

HtoV             ---  .--- 

2,128 
1,(H)U 

12 

2It. 

K.-cf 

17 

30 

ToIhIov 

274 
itll 

IS 

1. 

Tolstov 

lit 

3. 

Noitlieast  Point 

2,  o:w 

21 

5. 

Reel' and  Lukanan 

80H 

6. 

R<>(!t'  and  Liikanan 

2,  SI.-) 

25 

7 

h'...-t 

1,  1«7 

7.51 

1,  02J» 

1.022 

8 

Reel 

W 

17 

Ziiltov 

•)7 

21. 

Lnkanan  and  Tolstov.. 

28 

•>•> 

Northtiist  Point 

3.  :{.-)2 

2S 

•'? 

I\  e  1  o  V  V   

778 
1.  172 

1,788 

Nov. 

•>8 

•'J 

ZiiltoV 

ti 

2(1. 

laikanan 

10 

2H. 

Norllu-aHt  Point 

3,  S3(! 

lUc. 

lit 

•'8 

ToInIoX' 

i.:ws 

().■)() 
205 
150 

3(t 

51 

Lul\auan...... .... .... 

n 

/oltov 

18. 

Zoltov 

ZoUov  

/oltoy 

Kctovv  

/oltoy 

Nortlieast  Point 

/oilov 

Zoltov 

Ijikanan    

Halfway  Point 

Kt'tovy 

Ihi^lisli  Hav  and  Tol- 
stoy   ' 

Kiinlisli  liay  and  Tol- 
stoy   


I{ 


l.nkanan 

K'.ff 

Kn<r|i.sli  hay  and  'Tol- 
stoy   

Kn^liHli  liiiy  and  Tol- 
stoy   

Nortlit'itHt  Point 

N'dithcast  Point 

Nortlioast  Point 

l'ji;;liNli  li.'iy  and  'Tol- 
,stoy 

English  liay  and  'Tol- 
stoy   

Rod 

Kctovv 

K.i-I  .'. 

Noithcast  Point 

Kntjlisli  liav  

K'ut'l 

I'.n^flish  Hav 

KNm  1 ". 

Englitili  liay 


122 
r.3 

ISO 

1-.S 
.52 

105 

i;!3 

1,  117 
1.300 

l.3tM) 

I.  320 
S25 
d3i 
(183 

1,  157 

2,  1.51 
l,4iMl 

732 

1,  1343 

3,  412 

2,  181 
712 

1,  120 
t)7t> 

3,  032 

2,  !tS7 
718 
501 
041 
4S(i 

77, 020 


l^TtJ. 


Mav 
Juno 


II.  R<- 
24.  I{.' 

I. 

3. 

5. 
10. 
II. 
12. 


K'rcf 

Tolstov 

Ui'i'f  .'. 

'Tolstoy 

.SonthwfHt  Itav  

I.'cid ■ 

13.  English  liny 

14.  'Tolstoy  and    Lukanan. 

Northeast  I'oint 

IvN'fC 

Zoltoy , 

En^rlisl'i  lla\    

20.  K'i'cl  and  Zoltoy 

Ul.  Liikuuun 


14. 

in. 

17. 
10. 


227 

.lime 

21. 

Nortln'nst  Point 

.5,  014 

4.55 

22. 

I.ukanan 

524 

7.50 

21. 

KN'cf  and  Zoltov 

itlO 

278 

27. 

28. 
2S. 
2S. 

Enjilish  Mav    

4,015 

2il3 

Tolstov 

1,315 

20it 

I.nkanan 

318 

1,607 

Noithcast  Point 

5,  lOil 

«H2 

2it. 

I.iik)  nan 

7118 

1,  730 

.liilv 

•  > 

Zoltov 

I.S30 

1,048 

5. 

English  Mav 

;{.  25it 

4, (XI3 

5. 

Northeast  I'oint 

.5,117 

702 

fl. 
it. 

Zoltov    

l.lillt 

.388 

English  Hav 

3,  135 

2,  820 

12. 

I.nk.'inan  and  /.oltov  .  ■ 

2,  OOtt 

1,  Ititi 

13. 

Ennlisli  Hav 

2,  3l!t 

1,702 

15. 

Zoltoy 

1,  133 

!     ( 
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TESTIMONY 


I 

I    ! 


Jiilv   Ifi.  Hill fwav  Point l.(i.V.» 

IH.  Kii^rii.sli  Itiiv  2.3i:{ 

lit.  N(.itli<'ii,st  I'oiiit 4.2(11 

19.  I-iikiiiian X'Mi 

2a.  Zoltov »i2S 

25.  /olto'v 1. :{()!» 

25.  i;iiv;lisli  liav 2,070 

2!t.  Z.>ltt).v 10 

Aii<jc.     (i.  Zoltov ll!t 

II.  Zoltov X7 

Hi.  Nortlifiist  Point 20 

l!t.  Zoltoy 112 

29.  I.iikanan 151 

8ept.    ti.  I^iiliiiniiii 55 


■CiintiiuuMl. 

Si-pi.  i:{.  Lnkiin.mi 29 

20.  i.iikiinaii 11 

Oct.    10.  Liikiin.'iii     10 

22.  I.iikanaii 17 

2M.   i'.liulisli   Hav    1.2.V) 

29.  i;iiulisli  li:i\  and    l,'.-«^r.  (Itil 

M.  i:n,<rlisli  i        aii<l   l.'.-rf.  11 

;\t.  Noitlica-i      ..iiif 1,  two. 

\ov.  ::!l    Tol.stoy '.VXt 

iM-c.     :    i;.'«>f.! tit; 

tL  ToJ»loy 391 


Id, 


:f.J2 


%  ! 


AufT. 


Sept. 

Oct. 
1  ).■«'. 


I  a 


Mav   23.  Sonthwost  Ray m     .Inly 

23.  K.M'f ." 18« 

Jnn<'    3.  K'fi'f  ami  Tol.stoy 790 

1.  .Soil  III  west  Hay  .' 7tMI 

(i.  Uci  lanil  Tolstoy 911! 

11.  Kiiyjisli  and  Sonl invest 

ISav^ 2,  115 

12.  Kfol  and  Zoltoy 1.  ti.'.t! 

14.  KnuliHh  Itav 2.0It; 

U.  Noitlifast   i'oint 3.212 

17.   ndst.iy 1.  75« 

17.  Kccfalid  Zoltoy 155 

17.  Liikanan titiH 

20.  Sontliwt'st  Bay 3.910 

21.  Zoltov t!.".o 

23.   r.dst^v 1,7X7 

23.  Ni.rtli.'asi  Point 3.  Ilti 

2,5.  KnKlisli  l!av 3.  137 

27.  H.-ef  and   hiikanau  ....  2,  1«1 

2H.  Zoltov  1.  112 

2S.  N.iitlii'ast  Point ."«.  (WO 

Jnly     1.  r.dstoy  1.S38 

2.  Zoltov  and  Lnkanan...  2.322 

3.  Knttlisii  Hav 1,927 

4.  Zoltoy   2.  194 

5.  Zoltoy  ()«;{ 

5.  NortLioast  Point \.  l)((2 

lf*T  t 

April 27.  NortUoast  Point 14 

May     ti,  .Sontlu-ast  Kav 407 

19.  Wftel  .33t> 

25.  Uivt 303 

30.  KV«'f 217 

3.  Knglisli  antl  Southwest 

n-.w- 2.391 

3.  H«i)t     y.iH 

4.  KiikIih^Ii    Hay  and  Tol- 
siov   55<> 

(!.  North.jiHt  Point 4, «SS 

8.  Kect  aM«i  Zoltoy 68^ 

9.  KnidiHi!    and  Soii  I  Invest 
Ikiys 1,  8B7 

10.  r<d«t.o\   ()34 

11.  Rei»t 54H 

13.  Kn^^iBii-ujid  HoiitliwcHt 
Ulli\.N l.iNlt' 

rj.  ToIhiwv     (fJO 

IX  K<irtu<iuNt  i'oint 4, 724 


7.  ZiiHirov  and  Tji1;anan...  1.502 

9.  Kn-lisli  Itay 2.  IH5 

9.  N.wrli.jist  Point l.lilt 

14.  ;..i^ioy  917 

15.  .'-olmt.y 1.228 

IH.   ..nluanan 1,510 

17.  :-.nu;lisli  Hay 1,553 

lt<.  ;..it  ifoy ' 925 

19.   i.iikanan   and   Zoltoy..  1.015 

19,  N«r-hcast    I'liint. . .... .  .5,  ti9ti 

21.  !ui:iiii«li  Hay 752 

22.  I^iviiiian  and  Z(dtoy...  1.92(i 
2^{.  (.'..Kalian  ami  Zoltoy...  I4t) 
2:1.  \«rtluas(  I'oint  ... 2,725 

1.  Zo4tov 173 

13.  /.«Ji<iv 114 

19.  Zikliov  ti5 

2.5.  I.iikanan 72 

1.  ToUtoy 47 

9.   loJNioy 25 

25.    r.>lsl.iy II 

!t.  Tolstoy 135 

2(*.    Tol-itov  355 

30.  Tolstoy 212 


I 


I  line  15. 
17. 

17. 

IS. 
19. 
20. 
20. 
20. 
23. 
25. 
25. 
2(;. 
27. 
27. 
30. 

1. 

3. 

3. 

4. 


Jia^y 


75, 437 


Roof  and  Zoltoy 881) 

Knylish    Hay  and   'IVd- 

,sloy ' 2.  ti89 

Zoltoy 471 

Son t Invest  Hay I,(!tl5 

South w.st  Hay 1.  7.50 

Tolstoy  ,ind  Liikatian..  2,5t)3 

Zoltov 470 

.Northeast   Point 7,212 

Zulto\  and  Liikanan  ..  3,977 

r.ii«lisli  Hav   2,  t!88 

KiiuIIhIi  Hay   580 

K'eeland  Zoltoy 1,913 

I,  Ilka  nan 1,  321 

Northeast  Point 8,  129 

r.dsiov  and  Zoltoy 1.212 

r.iiHiisii  Hay ' 2.2(^8 

Zoltoy  and  Lnkainiii..  2,til5 

TolstoN  1,  537 

Zoltov  and  Liikanan  ..  53(1 


July 


Jan. 
Feb. 

Mar. 
May 


June 
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4.  Noitlu'Mst  Pi)iiit 

<i.  Tolstov 

5.  Knulis'h  Itiiy 

9.  Zoitoy 

9.  I^nkaniui  and  Tolstov 

10.  Zoltov '.. 

10.  Noithi'ust  I'oint 

13.  Tolstoy  and  l.iikaiian 

14.  KnfjliHh  Hay 

15.  Zoitoy 

16.  Lukauan 

1«).  Zoitoy 

17.  Lnkanaii 

17.  Nortlieast  I'oint 

23.  Zoitoy 


3. 
10. 
16. 

6. 

6, 

6. 
10. 
1(. 
IX. 
24. 
31. 

1. 

2. 

5.' 

7. 


10. 

12, 
12. 
14. 
15, 
16, 
16, 
IS, 

19, 

19, 
21, 
22, 
23! 
24, 


Xortlicast  I'oint 

Noitlii-ast  Point 

Noi'tlifimt  Point 

Northeast   Point 

Southwest  Hay 

.Southwest  Hay 

Northeast   Point 

Northeast  Point 

Keef 

Keef 

Keef 

Tolstoy 

Southwest  Hay 

Zoitoy  and  Tolstoy 

Zoitoy,     Tolstov,  a  n  <l 

Peef '. 

Southwest  ai'  I  Kny;lish 

Bay 

SoutliW'st  and  Kn<;lish 

Hay :..-. 

Peel"  and  Zoitoy 

Northeast  Point 

Tcdstoy 

Half  Way  Point 

Peef  and  Tolstoy 

Pnkanan 

Southwest  and  KukHsIi 

Hays 

Zoitoy 

Northeast  Point 

Tcdstov 

Zoitoy 

En>;lish  Hay 

Lukauan 


3.011 
l.liljl 

2,  702 
l,!t87 
l,.->80 

l.U 

3,  3i;7 
1.6&1 
2,  Itilt 

16X 

l.Oitl 

litis 

527 

4,  004 
127 


July 
Auk. 


Sept. 


Oft. 


2S. 

la 

17. 
24. 

7. 
16. 
2.".. 

1. 
19. 
29. 


Zoitoy 
Z(dtoy 
Zoltov 
Zoltov 
Zoitoy 
Zoltov 
Zoltov 
Zoltoy 

Zoltov 
Peel'. 
Keef.. 


Dec.   17.  Peel' 


110 


m5 
no 

104 

121 

116 

91 

108 

117 

44 

lis 

196 
1.  174 


1«75. 


25 

9 

6 

16 

178 

311 

it 

20 

143 

656 

192 

204 

1, 198 

692 

710 

1,560 

1,4.56 
ti31 

4.(r.2 
739 

2,115 
707 
152 

3,  3(H1 
1.363 
5.  252 
1.830 
1.  149 
3,(K)7 
2ti2 


.Fuue 


■Inly 


Aug. 


Oct. 
Nov. 


26. 
26. 
28. 
30. 

1. 

3. 

6. 

8. 

it. 
10. 
10. 
13. 
14. 
14. 
15. 
l(i. 
17. 
17. 
17. 
28. 

4. 
14. 
22. 

2^ 

11! 
22 
30. 
12. 
■5. 
IS, 
27. 


.Southwest  Hay 

Northeast  Point 

I>t!ef  and  Zoitoy 

lMi<;lish  Hay 

Lukanau  and  Zoitoy 

Northeast  Point 

Zoitoy 

Kn;;lish  Hay 

T(dstoy  

Ketovy 

Northeast  Point 

Zoitoy 

'I'olstoy 

Ketovy 

Kn<;lish  Hay 

Zoitoy 

Northeast   I'oiut 

Northeast  i'oint 

Zolti>v 


Zoltov 

Zcdtoy 

Ketiiv  y 

Zoltov 

Z(dtoy 

Zoitoy 

Zoitoy 

Zoltov 

Zoltov 

Peer 

Tolstoy 

Southwest  Bay. 


92,  221 


4.t)36 
7.  323 
1..526 
3.  !t25 

2.  534 
5.  t)20 
1.248 

3.  365 
2,  097 

1.  125 
5.  !»35 
I.. 565 
l.SKt 

746 

2.  7<X> 
1.205 
7,  139 

27 

ti37 

!.5it 

235 

1!)1 

1.5i» 

101 

78 

41 

(i3 


l,itS5 
9 


■ 


. 


I 


IKt,  03»i 


1B70. 


.fan.    12.  T(dstoy  and  Southwest  .lune 

Hav! 709 

Mav   23.  .Soutiiwest  Hay 8i»7 

30.  Keet 223 

June    3.  Southwest  Hay 188 

6.  Peef 836 

6.  P.ef 673 

7.  Tolstoy 4(i8 

8.  Southwest  Hay .56(> 

10.  Zoltov '. 173 

111.  Northeast  Point I,,"i85 

12.  Zcdtov 8liS 

ly.  Hallway  Point 811     July 


II.  T<dstov 8R5 

15.  Zidtoy  and  Peef 624 

16.  Southwest  Hav 2.  6H 

17.  Northeast  Poiiit 3.120 

lit.  Zoltov 2.942 

21.  I'olstoN   Hi.l   ;{.  161 

22.  Zoltov 480 

21.  Northeast  Point li,  193 

21.  Southwest  Hay 4,  .503 

26.  Zoltov X62 

28.  Publish  Hav 3,017 

29.  Zoltov 1,  112 

1.  Northeast  Poiut 7, 0'JO 


m !'; 

! 

11. 


til-. 

m 


{ 


,i.*l 
^ 


i'i' . 


120 


July 


tf:stimoxy 


1h70— (-'imliiiiKMl. 


Aug. 


1.  Tolstoy an.lMirt.UoHiil  4,  litri      Auj?. 
4.  Zoltoy  iind  Ketiivy 2.  Mi 

-5.  Tolstov 2,  H  It! 

7.  English  JJay 2.  L'(;7      Sept. 

8.  Northeast  i'oiiit M.  lit! 

8.  Lukiiiiaii  2,  ll't! 

10.  Zoltov 2,  (WD     Xov. 

10.  Tolstov I,it74 

21.  Zoltoy" 5:!     Doc. 

20.  Zoltov 1,010  . 

2.  Tolstoy 2,  13!>  | 

2.  LukiiUHU 1,  538 


10.  Zoltoy 

17.  Kctovv  

2H.  K.tovy  

1.  Zoltoy 

!t.  Ketovy  

K).  Zoltoy 

21.  Soiitliwfst  May 
25.  iSoiithwcst  Kay 
Tolstoy 


14. 


120 
120 
207 
iti:{ 

50 
0 

:i76 

127 

.">75 


77,  OOt) 


1877. 


May   22.  Reef 

June    4.  Ke«!f ... 

5.  Southwest  and  Kii^^lish 
Hay 

8.  Southwest  and  Knglish 
Uav 

12.  Rt'tfand  Zoltoy 

13.  HaltVay  Point 

14.  Sonthwest  and  Kn^rlish 

Hay . 

15.  Tolstoy  and  Lnkanan  . 

16.  Zoltov 

18.  Zoltov 

10.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  1:111 

20.  Southwest  Hay 

21.  Zoltoy  and  Lnkanau... 

22.  Halfway  Point 

23.  T<d8toy  ami  Middle  Hill 
23.  Northeast  Point 

25.  Zoltov 

26.  Halfway  Point 

27.  Tolstoy' and  Middle  Hill 

28.  Zoltoy  and  (..nkanan  .. 

29.  Knglish  Hay 

30.  Tohjtoy  and  Middle  Iliil 


May  20.  Seal  Lion  Rock 

30.  Southwest  Bay  and  Tol- 
stoy   

June  8.  Htt'f 

11.  Southwest  Hay  and  Tol- 

stoy   

12.  Reef' 

13.  Southwest  and  English 

Hays 

14.  Tolstoy 

15.  Ketovy  and  Zoltov 

17.  Tolstoyand  Middle  Hill 

18.  Southwest  and  EnglitJh 

Hays 

19.  Ketovy.   Lnkanan    and 

Zolt'oy 

20.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill 

21.  Southwest  Hay 

22.  Zoltoy  and  Lnkanan  . . 
22.  Northeast  Point 

24.  Halfway  Point 

25.  T<dstoy«nd  Middle  Hill 

26.  Lnkanan  aiid  Zoltoy  . . 

27.  Southwest  and  English 

Hays 

28.  Ketovy  and  Zoltoy 

29.  Tolstoyand  Lukunan.. 


332 
.516 

7i»6 

1,  606 

146 

l,(Kt2 

1,  647 
1,  506 
1.  002 
1,011 
1.45X 
1,631 
1,  172 
1.  224 
:  ()5t» 
.5,  in''> 

1,  2.5t) 
130 

2,  020 

1,  3!H) 

2,  16t! 
1  <iir. 


.June  30.  Northeast  Point 6,440 

July     2.  Zoltoy 1,810 

3.  Tolstoy  and  Lnkanan  .  l,.5:it 

5.  English  Hay  aiidMiildle 

Hill ' 2,522 

6.  Ketovy  and  Lnkanan..  2,275 

7.  Nortliiast  Point ."),()l!t) 

7.  Zoltoy 1,  113 

0.  Zoltov 195 

10.  Tolsf('»v  and  Middle  Hill  2,086 

10.  Northeast  I'oiut 2,  172 

14.  Zoltoy 1,066 

27.  Zoltoy 75 

6.  Zoltoy 142 

11.  Zcdtoy 1(!S 

20.  Zoltov !76 

30.  Z<dto'y 108 

12.  Zoltoy .52 

1«.  Zoltoy 201 

27.  Soiitl:.vest  Hay 1,241 

JO.  .'-ontliwest  Hav 330 

22.  Northeast  Poi'nt 20 

61,  .584 


Aug. 


Sept 
Nov. 


Dec. 


±>^7@. 


205 

703 

8:>7 

2,  407 

.5.56 

1,0!I8  i 
887  I 
1,282 
1,  .501 

2,271 

002 
1,  731 
1,  4.57 
L.'ltm 
5.  !K)0 
1,473 
1,552 

1,  M05 

2,  ti66 
1,  tU!! 
1,130 


June  20.  Northeast  Point (!,  375 

July     I.   Halfway   Point 2,237 

2.  Zoltoy  and  Ketovy 3,003 

3.  Lnkanan 701 

4.  Zoltoy  and  Kfdoyy 2,010 

5.  Tolst i)y .' 2, 622 

ti.  Zoltov  and  Ketovv l,03ti 

t!.  Northeast  Point..' 7,  ;!31 

8.   Halfway  Point 184 

8.  Lnkanan  and  K«:tovy..  885 

0.  Zoltoy 2,  2W 

10.  Zcdtoy 016 

10.  Northeast  Point 3,  322 

12.  Tolstoy  and  Middle  Hill  3,tK)0 

13.  Zoltoy 2.  101 

16.  Tolstov 1,086 

17.  Zoltov 2,337 

18.  Zoltoy 1,540 

IK,   Lnkanan 272 

.30.  Zoltov 304 

Aug.  10.  Zoltoy 21U 

Nov ,  26.   Hoef  and  Tolstoy 1, 128 

28.  Reef  aiul  T(dstoy 815 

Dec.  14.  Northeast  Point 183 

82, 152 


RELA7iN(i    TO    ST.   V\V\.    ISLAND 


121 


May   20.  .Soiitliwfsl  iiiiil  Kii<;Iisli 

Uiivs 

21!.  H.M'f 

Jnnii     2.  K'ctt' 

7.  KiiKlish  Miul  Sotithwest 

Havs 

0.  H.'of' 

10.  Halfway  INtiiit 

11.  .Southwt'st  ami  Kiiglish 

Bavs 

12.  Tolstoy 

14.  Soutlnvt'st      IJav      ami 

Mi.ldlo  Hill  ..' 

13.  Keef,  Zoltoy,  and    Kc- 

tovy .' 

10.  Halfway  Point 

17.  South wtst      Itay     aii<l 

Mi.l.Ur  Hill 

18.  Kivf.    Zoltoy,  and    Kf- 

tovy 

19.  Soiitliwost  and  Knjjlisli 

Ua  vs 

20.  Tolstoy  aud  Middle  Hill 

21.  Lnkanan,  Ki-tovy,  and 

K,uf . 

21.  Northeast  I'oint 

28.  Tolstoy  and  .Middle  11  ill 

24.  Sontliwest  and  Kiifjilisii 

liays 

25.  liiii^l',  Zoltoy,   and   Ke- 

tovv 

26.  Tolstoy,    Middle    Hill, 

and  Zoltov 

27.  Halfway  I'oint 


May    14.  Southwest  Hay 

22.  Ke.f 

29.  Noitlu-ast  I'oint 

June    I.  Kt-ef 

8.  South wi'st  Hay 

9.  K.'tf 

11.  Tolstov     and     Kn^lish 

Bay'. 

12.  Southw(!st  and  EnH;lisli 

Bays 

14.  HalfWay  I'oint    

1.5.  h'ei'f  and  Zoltoy 

10.  Soutiiwcsl,  and  Kn^lisli 

Bavs 

17.  Ui'i'i.    Zoltoy.  and    Ke- 

tovy 

18.  Tolstov     and     Kn^lish 

Bay! 

19.  Noitiieast  I'oint 

19.  Iji^lish   Mav  and  Mid- 

dle Hill .; 

21.  Halfwav  Point   

22.  Hoof,    ZoUoy,    and  Ko- 

tovy 

28.  Tolsti>v  and  Middlo  Hill 

24.  Hoof,    Zoltoy,  and    Ke- 

tovv 

25.  KuKlishBavandMiddlo 

Hill ■ 

26.  Roof,    Zoltoy,    and  Ko- 

to vv  

20.  Noitlioast  I'oint 

28.  Halfway  I'oint    

20.  Zoltoy  uud  Lukuuuu  . . 


187 

278 
.")2,"»  I 
162 

1,027  ' 

481  I 
1,  lXf<  i 

1,402  I 
498 

JW7 

730 


1,331 

914 

1,110 
1, 17»! 

l,0.-)3 

7.  38S 
2,  3(K) 

1,  822 

1,995 

1,542 
J,  940 


.luno  2X. 

2S. 

30. 

.Inly     1. 

2. 

3! 
4. 
5. 
.5. 
7. 
8. 


10. 
10. 
14. 
1.-). 
10. 

25. 


Aug.     2. 


29. 
2 

11 

28. 
Nov.  13. 

27. 
Doc.     0. 

15. 

20. 
Auk.  20. 


1880. 
2(>0     .luno 


225 

19 

216 

1,  \m 

920 

884 

702 

1.2(»4 

703 

990 

703 

1,018 
5,  277 

801 

1,  459 

1.035 
1,701 

1,437 

2,  .580 

l,(t02 

0.  2(»1 
1.514 

1,  743 


Jnlv 


Aug. 
Oot. 
Nov. 
D.  c. 


Lukanaii.  Kotow,  and 

Zoltoy 1,20(! 

Noitlioast  Point 7.042 

Tolstov  and  .Middlo  Hill  2.  0<7 

Knglish  Bay  2,  \\>i 

Zoltoy  and  I, ukanan  ..  1,MH5 

Tolstov  and  Kotow  ...  1.  932 

Knylisli  Bay '. 2.  KH! 

Lnkanan  and  Kotow..  I,  l)>H 

Noithoast  Point '. . .  9.  0S3 

Tolstoy  and  Mitldlo  Hill  l..-|28 
Lnkanan.    Kotow,  and 

Zoltoy .' 1,920 

I^ukanan,  Kotow,  and 

Z(dtov .' 9S3 

T.dstoy 94s 

Noitlioast  Point 5.  .599 

Zoltoy 2.052 

Zolto'v  and  Kotow 1,2H3 

Tolstt'iy,    Middlr    Hill. 

anil  'Lnkanan 2,  2S2 

Zoltov 434 

Zoltov 429 

Zoltoy 237 

Zoltov 171 

Zoltov 3 

Hii'f 70 

Hoof 102 

h'oof S45 

Koof 1,  144 

Ntuthoast  Point 02 

Zoltov 121 


30. 
1. 
2. 

3.' 
3. 

5. 
5. 
0. 
7. 

8. 


10. 
10. 

12. 
13. 
14. 

15. 
10. 
17. 
30. 
31. 
19. 
2.5. 
29 

«. 

9. 
31. 


81,004 


Tolstov  and  Mid<llo  Hill  2,  2f)7 

I'olslov  and  Middlo  Hill  1.021 

Kn-tlisli  Bay 2,373 

Northeast   I'oint 7.  107 

Zoltov,    Hoef,  anil   Ko- 
tow   1,38«{ 

Halfway  Point 7S9 

Lukanan  aiiil  Kotow..  051 

Zoltoy '...  l,.-77 

Tolstoy  and  Lnkanan..  1,054 
Koof,  Kotow,  and  Zid- 

tov ' 2,218 

Mid'dlo  Hill  and  Lnka- 
nan   1.126 

Noitlioast  Point 7,073 

Zoltoy.     Kotovy,      and 

Lnkanan 1,221 

Zoltov  and  Kotovv 817 

Tolstoy  and  Middlo  Hill  1,763 
Roof.  Zoltov,  and  Lnka- 
nan   ■ 2.638 

Middlo  Hill  and  Kotovy  1,M34 

Kiiglish  Itay  2.401 

Zoltov 531 

Zolto'v    228 

Zoltoy 218 

Zoltov 351 

Knylish  B;iv 00 

llnclisli  Bav ISO 

h'oof 1.  120 

Soiithwost  Bay 13 

Noilhoa.-.t  Point 125 


I    I 


'     I 


78, 923 


uS 


1 'iFl 
1     i'  i  ] 


1 
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IHHl. 


t 

t 

■  t 

.•  I     '\ 


■      i: 


w 


\ ' 


I . 


'l '" 


m 


Jan.     1.  TolHtov  niHlRocf flii)     Jn:* 

3.  T<.l.stu'v l-'l' 

May   21t.  Ifc.f 171 

June    li.  Kcrl'aiiil  Zoltoy 121 

7.  KiiKlisli  and  Hoiitliwi-st 

HavN l,2-2-i 

i).  Ui'i'f' M!> 

10.  Kiukvl'uiiit 171 

14.  KetlitiK'  /oltoy 195 

15.  Kiifjlish  and  Southwest 

Jtays 2,3«6 

16.  Lukauaii,  Heel,  and  Zol- 

toy    723 

17.  Ilallwav  Point 5:«t 

18.  Tolstoy  and  Knglisli  Hay  1.  225 

20.  Zoltoy  and  Lnkanan. ..  1.(>I4 

21.  Tolstoy  and  .Mi<!dle  Hill  1,  l!il 

22.  Tolstoy  and  Knglisli  Hay  2,  (»5S 

23.  Zoltov 1,  ltl3 

24.  Hailway  Point 63H 

24.  Knglisli  Uav  and  Middle 

Hill.....' 2,438 

25  Middle  Hill,  Lnkanan, 

anti  Zoltov 1,275     Ang. 

25.  Northeast  Point 4,  l!tt! 

27.  English  Hay   and   Tol- 

stoy   1,252     Nov. 

28.  Son t Invest  and  Knglisli 

Hays l,!)l!t 

20.  Zoltov  and  Kiikaunn  ..  I.lidi 

30.  Zoltoy  and  Lnkanan...  3,0tM)     Dec. 
July     1.  Tidstl.y.    Middle    Hill, 

and  Ketovv 1,131 

2.  Halfwav  Poiiit 943 

3.  Northeast  Point 7,809 

4.  English  Hay  and  Middle 

Hill 2,285 

18©3 

Jan.   12.  Sea  Lion  Koek 77 

Feh.     8.  Sea  Lion  Koik 103 

10.  Sea  Lion  h'oek H 

May    22.  Tolstov 134 

22.  Northeast  Point 51 

30.  HeeC 14(5 

June    2.  Southwest  Hay 4(H1 

7.  Hoiithwest  Ha'v HI7 

8.  Keefand  Zoltliv 42S 

10.  Hei-land  Zolt<.v 488 

12.  Soathwest  Hav 1.  HMi 

13.  ILtlfwav  Point 217 

14.  Southwest  Hay 803 

14.  Northeast  Point 1,393 

If).  Zoltov    and     Halfwav 

Point 1,458 

17.  South  west  Hav  and  Zed- 
toy .' 1,070 

19.  Lnkanan,  Ketovy,  and 

Keel 9t(6 

20.  SiMithwest  Hay 2,010 

21.  Tolstov     and      Middle 

HilL 652 

22.  Keet'.   Z(dtoy.  and    Ke- 

tovv   1,457 

23.  Hallway  Point 1,230 

24.  T»)Istoy      and      Middle 

Hill". 1,083 


(. 

8. 
8. 
9. 

12. 

13, 

14. 
15. 

16. 

16. 
18. 

19. 
20. 


16. 

5. 
16. 
17. 
21. 

7. 

9. 


Z(dtoy  and  Ketovy  ....  1, 129 
l''.nglisli  and  Southwest 

HavH 3,447 

T.dstov  and  Zoltov  ....  1,8!I0 

Halfway  Point I.  118 

Northeast  I'oiiit tt,  371 

Knglisli  Hav  'ind  Middle 

Hill  ....' 2,630 

Tolstoy.     Z(dtov,     and 

Lnkanan.....' 3,073 

Knglish  Hav  and  Middle 

Hill ' 1,778 

Knglish  Hay 1,471 

Tolstoy.   Lnkanan.  and 

Zol  toy 3,  .5.58 

Liikaiian,   Ketovy,  and 

Zoltoy .' 711 

Northeast  Point Hi 

Tolstov,  Lnkanan   and 

Zoltov 2.  149 

Knglish  Hay 2.300 

Tolstov,    Lnkanan  and 

Zoltoy 2,  .530 

Zoltov 313 

Z(dt<.y 224 

Zoltov 217 

Midilie  Hill I8(» 

Middle  Hill (;(i9 

Tolstov 490 

Middle  Hill 461 

Southwest  Hay 1.018 

Kocf 1.385 


82,  386 


.Tune  24.  Northeast  Point .5,987 

2»>.  Southwest  Hav 1,861 

27.  Knglish   Hav  and   Mi<l- 
dlr  Hill..'. 2..i5l 

28.  Hei'f  and  Z.dtov 2,293 

29.  Middle    Hill    and  Tol- 
stov    1,791 

30.  Halfwav  Point I,  197 

.Iiilv      1.  Zoltov 1.021 

1.  Northeast  Point .5.830 

3.  Southwest  Hav 2.  520 

4.  Knglish    Hav  and    .Mid- 
•  lh>  Hill  .  ■ 2,0.37 

5.  Zoltov  and  Ketovv  ....  1,778 

6.  Tolstov,     Middh-'  Hill, 
aiHl  Zoltoy 1,241 

7.  Kiiylish   Hav  and    .Mid- 
dle Hill..'. 1.373 

8.  Halfwiiv  Point 1,977 

8.  Northeast  Point 5.  128 

10.  Zoltoy,     Ketovy,    anil 

Lnkanan 2,0.55 

12.  Zoltov.     Ketovv,    and 
Lnkanan....! 1,928 

13.  Southwest  Hav 2,  7(K) 

14.  Knglish    Hav  and    Mi.l- 
dle  Hill 2..503 

15.  Northeast  Point 4,037 
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July   15.  Zoltoy  and  Lukminn  .. 

17.  EnKlish   Hav  an«l   Mid- 

•11.'  Hill  .'. 

17.  Nortlioast  I'oint 

18.  Zoltoy 

19.  Zoltoy,     Ketovy,     and 

l.nkaniin 

20.  Southwest  Hay 

25.  Zoltoy 


188a— Continued 
1,046  j  Aug. 
Nov. 


1,71st 

«74 
92» 

1,276 
724 
204 


Dec. 


4.  Zoltoy  . 

U.  Zoltoy. 

17.  Tolstoy 

Hill". 

30.  Tolstoy 

6.  Heel  ... 
12.  Keel'... 


and      Middle 


123 


251 
103 

161 

803 
8(v) 
3!  18 


77, 798 


i 


.Tan.  1. 
May  20. 
.June    4. 

K. 

9. 
11. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
18. 
19. 

20. 

21. 
22. 

23. 
23. 
25. 

26. 
27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

30. 

July    2. 

3. 


Northeast  Point 

Sunt  Invest  Hay 

Tolstov   and  Southwest 

Hav". 

Halfway  Point 

Keetand  Zoltoy 

Soiithwfst  Hav 

I'olstoy  and  Middle  Mill 

Keef  and  Zoltov 

Hallway    Point 

Southwest  Hay 

Tolstoy  and  l.ukanan.. 

h'eef  and  Zoltoy 

Southwest  Hav 

Tolstoy,   Mitidle  Hill, 

and  Enylisii  Hay 

Hallway  Pointand  Luk- 

anan 

liiel"  and  Zoltov 

Middle    Hill   and   Kng- 

lish  Hay 

Niiitheast  Point 

Tolstoy  and  l.nkanan.. 
Kui^lish  Hav  ami  Middle 

Hill 

Zoltoy  and  hukanan.. 
Southwest  ami  Kn^lish 

Hays 

Tolstov,   Kukanan,  and 

Zoltl.v 

Middle  Hill  and  Zoltoy 
Lnkainm  and  Zoltoy.. 

Northeast  Point 

Halfway  Point 

Southwest  Hay 


1883. 

19 

227 

590 
352 
175 
209 
19ti 
351 
252 
4!K) 
434 
341 
417 


734 

}K)4 
955 

1,401 
3,  279 
1,  078 

1,  128 

838 

1,638 

1,  607 
1,515 
1,  191 
5.012 
1,699 
2,151 


luly 

4ug. 

1 
Sept. 

Nov. 

i 

Dec. 

4.  Middle  Hill  and  Tolstoy 

5.  Keef.  Zoltoy  and  Liika- 

nan 

1,  494 

2,  34«5 

6.  Middle  Hill  and  Zoltoy 

7.  Zoltoy  nml  Lukanan  .. 

9.  Northeast  I'oint 

9.  Middle  Hill 

1,7.55 

935 

5,  (Kit) 

1, 161 

10.  Middle     Hill.  Tol.stoy, 
and  Zoltoy 

12.  Lukanan  aiul  Halfway 
Point 

1.  923 
1,6.57 

13.  Southwest  Hay 

14.  Middh' Hill  and  Tolstoy 
16.  Middh-  Hill    and    Kn-;- 

lish  Piav 

2,41(» 
2,  I2«i 

2,  059 

17.  Halfway  Pointand  Zol- 
tov   

1.  115 

18.  Southwest  Hav 

19.  .Middle    Hill,  l.nkanan 

and  Z(dtov 

1,  873 
1,782 

19.  Mitidle    Hill.    Lukanan 
and  Zoltoy 

101 

1.  Zoltoy 

10.  Zoltov 

l!N) 
151 

20.  Zoltoy 

1.  Zoltov 

197 
112 

12.  Zoltov 

.53 

.-),  h'erf 

174 

2(!.  K'erf 

27.   I'olstov 

1 .5.5 
81 

12.  K.'.f 

19.  Keef 

402 
421 

t  ll 


I 


I 


I 


w 


5!»,  258 


.Tan       2.  Keef 

May    21.  Halfway      Point      ami 


Ke.f 


27.  Southwest      Hay      and 


Keef 


.Itme    3.  Keef 


5.  Southwest      Hav      ami 


'Tolst 


oy 


9.  Halfway      Point      ami 


Keef 


10.  Kufilish  Hay 

11.  Southwest      Hav     ami 


Halfway  Point 


12.  Middle  Hill  and  Zoltoy 

13.  Keef  and  Zoltoy. 


14.  Tolstoy    and    Halfway 


Point 


1884, 

161     ,Iuno  18.  Halfway     Point      and 


187 

427 
317 

767 

1,238 
42t) 

I,  3.51) 
8t>l 
771 

837 
1,421 


16.  Southwest  Hay 

17.  KukIIhU  Uay  and  Koef.       1,266 


Ket 


ovy 


19.  Kn«Iish    Hay  ami    Tol- 


stoy 


20.  Southwest  Hav 

21.  Zoltoy  and  Keef 

21.  Northeast   Point 

23.  Halfway      Point      ami 


Z(dtoy 


24.  Lukanan  Kref  ami  Zol- 


toy 


25.  Southwest  Hav 

26.  Kn^rlish    Hay  itnd  Mid- 


dle Hill. 


L'7.  Zoltoy,  Keef,    ami    K« 


tow 


28.  Tolstoy,    Middle     Hill, 

and  Lnkanan 

28.  Northeast  Point 


4S(! 
l,78ti 
1,115 
4,071 


lt>3 


1,724 
I,  194 


i28 


1,827 

Li)<K> 
5,134 


l! 


1!^ 


'Ki 


1  ,    ■■■  ■  V'"- 


ir! 


..-.I 


'     -i 


Ul. 


I 


IT. 


124 


TESTIMONY 


1H«'1— Cniiliimod. 


Juno  30.  ITnlfwny      Point     and 

ZoUo'y l.tttiL' 

July     1.  Tolstov,     Zoltoy,     iinil 

hnkiinjin 1,824 

2.  Kn^liHli   liiiv  and   Mid- 

dle Hill..' 1,884 

3.  Houtliwt'Ht       May       and 

Zoltdv 1,336 

4.  Mid<ll«;     Mill,    Ttdstoy, 

and  hulxanan 1,512 

5.  K<'et',  Zoitiiv,  and    Ke- 

tovv..--.' l,24{t 

5.  Northeast  Point 5,  7(H) 

7.  Halfway  Point 1, 934 

8.  Kt'i'f,  Z'oltov,  and    Ke- 

tovv 2,067 

9.  Southwest  Hav 1,966 

9.  Ninthcast  Point 3, 003 

10.  Knglisli   Hav  and   Mid- 

dle Hill 1,915 

12.  Middle  Hill,  Lukanan, 

and  Zoltoy 3,072 

14.  Halfway      Point      and 

Zoltoy 2,515 

188i5 

May    19.  Soa  Lion  Kock 127 

21.  Sea  Lion  H.uk 41 

27.  Zoltoy 136 

June    3.  Keef 4H 

H.  Keef 73 

11.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 125 

13.  Middle  Hill  iiiidT(d8toy  587 

15.  Halfwav  I'oint 741 

16.  Reef  and  Liikaiiiin  ....  971 

17.  Southwest  Hav 1,700 

18.  English   liav  and  Mid- 

dle Hill.." 617 

19.  Halfway       Point     and 

Lukanan 1, 307 

20.  Reef  and  Zoltov 986 

22.  Zoltoy  and  Lukauiin  . .  789 

23.  Halfwav  Point  and  Zed- 

toy  1, 142 

24.  Southwest  and  Kuf^lish 

bays 1,733 

25.  Lukanan,     Reef,     and 

Zoltoy 1,679 

26.  Halfway  Point 1,  372 

27.  Lukanan,    Zoltoy,   and 

Reef 1,328 

27.  Northeast  Point 4, 970 

29.  Southwest  Hay 1, 602 

30.  Eu;;lish  Hityaiid  Middle 

Hill 2,681 

July     1.  Zoltoy  and  Lukanan  ..  1,782 

2.  Middle  Hill  and  Kn^lish 

Ba  v 1,  456 

3.  Halfwav  Point  and  Zol- 

toy    2,132 

4.  Lukanan  and  Z(dtoy  ..  976 
4.  Northeast  Point 4,152 

6.  Southwest  Hay 1,  271 

7.  English  Uay  and  Middle 

Hill 2,663 


Jiilv 

15 

u; 

17. 

18 

18 

19 

21 

Aug. 

1 

5 

12 

19 

26 

Oct. 

30 

Nov. 

10 

24 

Dee. 

5 

24 

July 


Southwest  Bay 2,ai9 

English    Hav  and  Mid- 
dle Hill." 1,523 

Lukaiiiin  and  Zoltoy..  1,777 
English    Hav  and   Mid- 

ille  Hill l,8fit! 

Northeast  Point 5,089 

Middle  Hill,  Lukanan, 

find  Zoltoy 2, 527 

English     Hny,    Zoltoy, 

and  Ketovv 1,907 

Zoltov '. 22<t 

Zoltov 89 

Zoltoy 65 

Zoltoy 81 

Zoltov 57 

Zoltoy 53 

Tolsto  V 115 

T.dstoy 108 

Zoltov ■I>^7 

Reef." 189 


8. 

9. 
10, 
10. 
13. 
11, 

15, 
l(i, 

17, 

18. 
IH, 
20. 
21. 

22. 

23, 
23. 
24, 

25. 


27, 

Ang.  3, 
12, 
21, 

Sept.    5. 

Oct.   26. 

Nov.     9. 

21, 

Dec.     4, 

17, 


84,  733 


Luk.Tnan  ;ind  Ketovv.-  2,518 

Middle  Hill "...  1,292 

Halfwav  Point 2.302 

Northeiist  Point 3.91(i 

Southwest  Hi.y 2,  132 

English  Hav  and  Middle 

Hill '... 2,692 

Zoltoy 2,138 

Halfway      Point      and 

Lukaiian 2,137 

Zoltov 2.201 

Weefaii.l  Mi.ldle  Hill  ..  1,532 

Northeiist  Point 4,  ItiO 

Sou*  h  west  Uiiv 1,590 

Middle  Hill  and  English 

H.>v 2,720 

Zoltov,  Keef,  and  Luka- 
nan'   2,739 

Z(dtov  and  Middle  Hill  1,603 

Northeast  Point 2,  620 

Hnlfwav      Point      and 

Middle  Hill 2,495 

Middle   Hill.  Lukanan, 

and  Zoltoy 2,212 

Zoltoy  and  Ketovy 983 

Zoltoy 117 

Zoltoy 17« 

Zolt(»y 176 

Zoltoy 14 

Zoltoy 53 

English  Hav  and  Middle 

Hill 330 

K'eef Ill 

Keef 383 

Reef 701 


85, 395 


il 
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Jfiii.   21.  Sea  Lion  Hock 83     July     7. 

2!>.  Soiilliw.st  May 49 

May    17.  Southwest      Bay     and  8. 

]{i'>f 300                   9. 

•2H.  Ke.t' l.-)3 

Juu(3     4.  h'i't'f oBl                10. 

H.  SoulliwcMt       liav      au«l 

Tnlstov ■ 1.323                10. 

9.  lliiltViiv  IN.int 2!»it                12. 

10.  I.'.ffaufl  Zoltov 633                13. 

11.  TolKtov ■ 214 

14.  Ijikaiiau  aud  lieef  ....  427                14. 

15.  South  west  I$av 1,  lti(> 

1«.  KuRJisii   Hay  aud   Tol-  l,"). 

Htov 850 

17.  Halfwav  Point 833                l(i. 

18.  Kcct  and  Zoltov »i51                 17. 

19.  TolHtov      and      .Middle 

llill! l.O&l                19. 

19.  Noithcist  Point 1,f!55                 19. 

21.  Southwest  l!av l.SiK)                 20. 

22.  Kn-ili.sji    Kav  'and    Tol- 

stoy    l.OOT)                 21. 

23.  Halfway  Point 1,770                22. 

24.  Zoltov 1.  555 

25.  KeeC.  Knsii.sh  Hav.aud  23. 

Tolstov ; 2,158 

2fi.  Noitheawt  Point 4, 2Jt5                24. 

28.  Southwest  Hav 1, 070 

29.  Knj-lish    IJay  and  Zol-  24. 

tov 1,503                20. 

30.  llalfwav      Point      and 

Lukaiian 490      Aug.     3. 

July     1.  English  Bay  and   Tol-  19. 

8toy 1,318      Sei>t.    (). 

2.  Southwest  Ba V 85(i      <  )et .    21 . 

3.  liter  and  Zolt<.y 1,  2.59      Nov.    23. 

3.  Northeast  Point 4,.544      Dec.      1. 

5.  EngliKJi  Bav  and    Tol-  21. 

8tov ' 1,161  I 

6.  Halfway  Point 942  I 

18S7. 

May   25.  Reef     and      South we.st  .lune 

Bav 275      .lulv 

June    6.  Tolstoy 419 

9.  lievf 314 

11.  T.dstoy .501 

13.  Sontkwest  Bay 407 

15.  h'eef  and  Z(dto\ 526 

16.  Halfway  Point 750 

17.  Tolstoy     ami     English 

Bay'. 765 

20.  Southwest  Bav .523 

20.  Keef  aud  Zolt.tv 1,641 

22.  English  Bay  and  Euka- 

nan 1,(M)4 

2.3.  Halfwav  Point 1,314 

24.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 1,  lt;5 

25.  Noitlioast  Point 4,891 

2.5.  Ensflisli    Bay  and    T«d- 

stoy 1,961 

27.  Southwest    Bay     and 

West  Point..." 1,180 

28.  Zidtoy  and  l.ukanan  ..  2,  9t)4 
2't.  Tidstoy  aud  Midlle  Hill  1,895 


Reef,   Zoltoy,  and    Lu- 

kanan 1,967 

Southwest  Hay 1,  4t!6 

English   May  and  Mid- 

.ile  Hill 1,5(12 

Hoef,    Zoltoy,  and   Lu- 

kanan  1,  132 

Noitiieast  Point 4,  S22 

Hallway  Point 1,041 

Sou  til  west      Bav     and 

West  Point..." 1,442 

English  B:iv  and  Mi<l- 

dleHill.; 1,074 

Reef,   Zoltoy,  aud    Lu- 

kauan 1,  9.50 

Halfway  Point 937 

Sontliwesf      M.av     and 

West  Point...' 2.  0.55 

Northeast  Point I.  122 

K'eefand  Zoltov 2.312 

En<;lish  liav  and  .Mid- 
dle Hill..' 3.110 

Halfway  Point 1.  175 

Southwest      IJav     and 

West  I'oint  ..'. 2.015 

Reef,   Zoltoy,  and     I..U- 

kaiian 3,  147 

English  Itay  ami  Mid- 
dle Hill 1,624 

Northeast  Point 4,  ISO 

Southwest      Hav     aud 

Halfway  Point 1,9H8 

Zoltov 287 

Zolto'v 2S2 

Zolto'v 1(K) 

Kecf 143 

K'eefand  Tolstoy (Mio 

Reef ■ 378 

Tolstoy 191 


84,  890 


30.  Halfway  Point 1,604 

1.  English  Bay 1,  162 

2.  Northeast  Point 6,  06« 

2.  h'eef  and  Ztiltov I.tilti 

4.  Tolstoy  and  Miihlle  Hill  1,  703 

5.  Rot'i',   Zoltov,   and    I..u- 
kanan...." 2,016 

6.  Halfway  I'oint 990 

7.  English    Bav   and   Tol- 
stov ." 1,618 

8.  Reef  iind  Zoltoy 1, 125 

9.  Northeast  Point .5,717 

9.  .Southwest  Hav 2,001 

12.  English    Bay    ami    Eu- 
kanau  2,  .593 

13.  Reef,   Zoltov,    and    Ke- 
tovv 3,028 

14.  Halfwny  Point 1,201 

15.  Tolstovand  Ketovv  ...  1,29S 

16.  h'eef  iind  Zoltov..!.    ..  9H(! 

16.  Nortlie.ist  I'oint (!,  324 

17.  West  Point 617 

18.  Southwest  Bay 2,  105 


« 


!lfi 


.. 


'<4^ 


J 


'I 
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1«M7— Coiitlinied. 


•"\ 


i 


■  :\ 


f 


I    'f  I 


:.i 


I     I; 


Inly  19.  KiikHmH   Ua.v   ami   Tol- 

.stii.V  

/oltiiy  mill  Ijik.inan. . . 
Ilall'wav  I'oiiit  iiiiil  l.ii- 

Himii 

Knulisli    Itay   ami   Tul- 

Htoy 

Nortln'u.st  I'liiiil 

Zoltiiv   ami    S()iitli\v*'8t 

Kav 

Mi<l.ri."  Hill 

Zolt.iy 

Zoltov 


20. 
21. 

22. 

22. 

21. 

Aufj.     1. 

8. 


All)?.  Hi.  Ket'f  am)  Liikmuin 207 

2.0:{7                21.  i:iiKli>li  r.av ".!!» 

3,2!tl      S»-i.t.    .■..  Mi.l.llc  llili 40:{ 

1.').  /oltov lOti 

l,3!t7      Nov.     «.  Zoltov  (M 

7.  Mi.l.li.'Ilill oiH) 

1, 870                2.-I.  K'.'.-f 7K 

.'>,5t>5                2ti. 'I'olslov  ami  Miihlli' Hill  IH.') 

Dec.     !).   Tolstoy  and. Miihllr  Hill  ll.'> 
ir>.  Sou     Lion      Kock      ami 

SoiitliwoHt  llav 1<>7 


2,  22(i 
2.S2 
UA 
113 


«".,  IMMJ 


188S. 


.Fan.   2.'>.  NortlieaMt  Point 

May    10.  Tolxtov  hikI    8eu   Lion 

Kock 

21.  Hc.r 

2S.  Kenf 

m.  Zoltoy 

Jnno    2.  Uce! 

7.  Ktst'fand  Zoltoy 

9.  Tolstoy 

11.  Soiitbweflt  and  Kn}j;liHli 
Hays 

11.  NortlicaHt  I'tiiut 

12.  Kn«lisli  May 

1.").  Hallwav  Point 

1(5.  Kent"  and  Zoltoy 

18.  Southwest  IJav 

1J».  En^lisli    Hay 'and   Tol- 
stoy   

21.  Uci'f  and  Zoltov 

22.  Halfwav  Point 

2:{.  Nortlifiist  Point 

23.  English   Kay  and  Mid- 

dl»!  HiU 

25.  Southwest  May 

20.  Knulisli   Hay  «nd  Mid- 
dle Hill  

27.  Heef,  Zoltoy,  and  Luka- 

nan 

28.  Halfway  Point 

2!».  Southwest  May 

30.  Northeast  I'oint 

,30.  Kn<;lish  Hay  and  Mid- 
dle Hill 

July  2.  Reef,  Zoltoy,  and  Luka- 
nan 

3.  Halfway  Point 

L  Southwest  IJay 

5.  En^rlish  Hay  and  Luka- 
nan 

().  IJeef  and  Zoltoy 

7.  Halfway  Point 

7.  Northeast  I'oint 

9.  English  Itay  and  Luka- 
nuu 


July 


532 

122 
113 
82 
290 
121 
175 
342 

927 
121 

.584 
428 
788 
764 

490 
1,  398 

799 
!i,.'>02  I 

700 
1,440 


1, 1.58      Aug.     2 


2.  00.5 

91! 

1.  0})8 

5.  9!IM 

1,025 

2,071 

1,188 

822 

1.912 

1,491 

4!K) 

7,054 

2,398 


Sept. 

Oct. 
Nov. 


Dec. 


10.  RtMif  and  Zoltoy 

12.  Kn^rlish  Itay  and  Luka- 

naii 

13.  South wpHt  Hay 

14.  Northc.ist  Point 

14.  Halfwav  Point 

15.  West  i'l'iint 

10.  Reef  ami  Zoltov 

17.  English  Hav..." 

18.  .Southwest  Hav 

19.  Halfway    Point    and 

Ijiikanan 

20.  Zoltoy  iind  Reef 

21.  Norliieast  Point 

21.  English    Hay    and    l..a- 

goon 

23.  Reef,  Zoltoy,  and  Luka- 

nan 

24.  Halfwav  Point 

2.5.  KnglishHay 

20.  Northeast  Point. 

20.  Reef,  Zoltoy.  and  Luka- 

nan 

27.  .Southwest  Hay  ami  Zol- 
toy   

Zoltov 

8.  Zoltov 

10.  Z«»ltov 

23.  Middle  Hill  an<l  Luka- 
nan 

25.  Zoltoy 

0.  Zoltoy 

15.  Zoltov 

27.  .Middle  Hill 

3.  Middle  Hill  and  Zoltoy 

15.  Zoltoy ". 

20.  Zoltov 

30.  K'eef 

17.  Tolstoy 

26.  Sea  Lion  Rock 


1.082 

1,551 
1,  337 
5,  OHH 
773 
4  HO 
2.IKII 
2,051 
2.210 

1,410 
2.01H 
5,  463 

1,347 

1,209 

347 

l.(>19 

3,  .5tfc5 

l,:i53 

9.50 
177 
140 
159 

302 

321 

44 

14 

32 

120 

277 

111 

127 

1!N) 

7M 

84,116 


1880. 


May  22.  Sea  Lion  Roek 

25.  Reef 

28.  Reef 

Juue    5.  lieef 


124 

41 

234 

201 


.Mine  10.  Reef 

12.   lolstov  

II.  Reef  and  Zoltoy 
15.  Sonthwest  Bay  . 


120 
947 
704 
340 


^ 
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1MS!»— Continuoil. 


•fiiiio  17.  Iliilfwiiv  I'oint 

IH.  KiifrliHliHiiyaiidMiilillt' 


1, •-"_'<•  I  July    ir..  KiijrlialiMiivMiulMiiMlo 


Hill. 


lit.  Zolti.v.  KiM-f,  iiiiil  Liikii- 


IIMII  . 


'20.  S.Mithwfst  Miiy 

21.  Nortlifiist  I'oint 

22.  KiiKlislilliiv.MHiMiiMlo 


\,m) 


•2'>A 

I.  i.-)r> 


Hill. 


i.:ci 


21.  K.t  laiiil  Zoltoy 

25.  llalfwiiy     Point     ii  n  d 
Liikaniiii 


2<i.  KnK^ishKiivaiiilMitlillf 

Hill 

27.  Soiitl 


st    111 


'V 


2H.  Kn-r.    /.oltdv,    and   Kc 


to\  V 


2!l.  Ni.iMiiast  I'oint 

21).  Knulish  Itay  and  .Middle 


Hill. 


Jnlv     1.  Ufi-i',  /oltov,  and  Lukt 


Halt 


wav  I'oint 


3.  Knulisli  Itavand  Middh 
Hill ■ 


)7H 


!t71> 

i,:ni 
:ui 

i.:u!> 

1,  2tM) 


i.oiw 


,  02:^ 


l.HIl 


1.  K««  r.  /.oltoy,  and  Lnka- 


llill 


Iti.  /ollo\.    Kct't'  iiihI     1. 


kalian 


17.  Ilallwav  I'oint 

IS.  KiiKlisli     Itay.     Middle 

Hill,  and  l,a;;oon 

l!l.  SoiitlnvcNl   Hay 

2(1.  Zoliov  and  l.'i'.f 

20.  Noitlica>t  I'oint 

22.  Kn-'lisli  liav  and  Middle 

llill ■ 


2:t,  Hr.-r,   Zoltov,   an<l    Kr- 


tovv 


21.  Hallway  Toiiit 

25.  Kn<;lisli  liav  and  Middlr 
Hill ■ 


2(!.  SoiilliWfst  Hay 

27.  Kt'i-t'  and  Lnkiinaii   

27.  Noitlirasi  Tnint 

2!).  Kn-tlisliKavand.Middl) 
Hill ■ 


:il)    HaltVay     I'oint    and 

Southwest  Kay 

31.  NoillieaNi  Toint 

'M.  Zoltox 


nan. 


5.  Soiii Invest  Hay 

(>.  iCii<r|iHli  Itay  and  Middle 


1,  71*1  '  Aiij.'      )>.  I.iikanan  . 


Hill. 


(i.  NortlieaHl  Point 

X.  Heel.  Zoltov,  and  Liika- 


9.  Knulisli  Itay  anti  Middle 


Hill. 


10.  IlaltV  IV  Point  ... 

12.  h'eel  and  Zidloy.. 
111.  Soiilliwest  Hay  . . . 

13.  Northeast  Poiut.. 


Jan.   27.  Sea  Lion  Hoek 


1.25 

1,  :i02 
5,  ti27 

813 

1,311 
!t32 

2,  001 

i.ihh; 

3,  1  W 


II.  Zoltov 
22.  Zcdtov 
31.  Zoltov 


f)et.    2li.  I.iikaiian.. 


N( 


I.  Zoltov  . 
lit.  Tolstov 
21.    K.-ef... 


Uvi:\' 


30.  K' 


•I 


Dec.    11.  Zapadnii 


IttOO. 

170      Mav    21.  S.:i  I, ion  Uiul 


3,  0S3 


l.illl 
1,!I31 

2.015 
2.01(1 
1.(113 
(!.  301 


l.!l|3 


1.  122 
I.. 33 1 


(i7i) 
I.  105 
3.  Ill) 

1.  (MO 

1,.5SS 

2,  102 
•  1.50 
■1(13 

ISl 

•13!l 

■S7 

•II 

'S(t 

•223 

•317 

•ISit 


2  lit 


Kl,!t37 


1.11 


UtTiipilulalion  of  Utah  killnl  Jot-  llieir  skiiin  on  SI.   /'mil   Island,  .ilaiko,  from  IS?!  to 

/.V,s','(,  inihiHiKe. 

..     77,fi20      1S7(> 77.iHKt      ISSl X2,  :iH(i      iss(i KI.S'IO 


1X71 
1X72 
1X73 
1X71 


7.5.3.52   1X77 (51.5X1   1XM2 77. 7iix   1XH7 


X,5,  it! Mi 


75.137      1X7X X2. 1.52      1XX3. 


.5<l,  2.5S      ISXX XI,  lit; 


112.221      1X711 Ml. 001      IXXI XI, 733      IXXH XI, 1137 


1«75 1(0, 030      IXXO 7X.  1123      1 XK'. 
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I,  Max  llcilbntiuH  I.  Sccn'taiy  of  tln'  .Alaskii  roimiioicial Coiiipanyof 
San  Fraiicisro.  soh'iiiiily  .swear  tliat  the  rnrcjjoinj;'  ••  .<cal  skin  lecord  of 
St.  Paul  Island.  Alaska.  1^71  to  1SS<.»,^'  is  forniiilatcd  and  compilod 
from  the  books  of  said  company  kept  on  said  ishind,  now  in  my  ens- 
tody,  and  is  correet  and  true,  aeeiirdin;;  to  my  best  knowledjif  and  belief. 

Max  IIkilhhonnkh, 
Senrtarif  Alaxhii  Commercial  Comixiiiif. 

Subseribcd  and  swoin  to  before  me  this  iL'tli  day  of  Mav.  .\.  I).  IHOL'. 


fSEAL.J 


Clement  Benn ett, 

Nolari/  riihtic, 


"  Killed  for  food.  The  seals  killed  for  food  from  .Inly  31.  IXSii,  to  .May  21,  IXltO, 
itieln.tive.  do  not  a)i|iear  in  the  lecoids  of  the  Alaska  ( 'oiiinierciiil  ('oinjiany,  but  ai'0 
compiled  from  theolUcial  report  of  the  Treasury  agent  in  ehargts — M.  11. 


^ 


« 


I  I 


h. 


:• 


ii 
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JJi-poititioa v/ Aygie  Kitshin,  (iHsistaiit  prirst  on  St.  I'uul  Islund^unil  cm- 

ployv  of  Icssrfs. 

MANA(}KMENT,  IIAIUTS 

Alaska,  TT.  S.  A., 

St.  Paul  lulaiul,  Prihilof  Oroup,  sh: 

AiiiiW  Kusliiii.  lM'iii;f  (Itily  s\\(»iii.  (Icpdscs  and  snys:  T  Wiis  Imrii  at 

tSiinsliof,   Kiiiilr   Islands,  iind  iini  .'>7  \rais  ol"  iiyt'.     1 

caiMc  to  St.  I  anl  Island  in  in^m  and  na\»'  rcsidt'd  lirni 

ever  since.     I  can  read  and  writ*'  in  flu-  llnssian  and  Alcnt  lan;ina};es, 

and  am  able  to  interpret  the  one  into  tlie  otlier;  and  I  nndeistand  tlio 

Kn^flisli  ]an};na^'e  fairly  \\«'ll.     At   pieseiit  and   foi'  sexcial  years  past 

I  am  assistant  priest   in  the  Gicek  ('atliolie  (Minreli.     My  oeenpalion 

on  the  island  is  that  of  native  sealer,  and  1  have  Iteen  sneli  since  IS70. 

I  have  a  thorini^ih   kn<t\vledy»'    of  the  takinji'  ol"  fur 

18^ 'to  1885""''""""   ''^*''»l-^  *■«»••  ^'^'"i^  '"  "•!  '^'*  details  as  it  has  heen  done  on 

St.  Paul  Island  since  1»7(».     From  ISTO  to  ahoiit  1SS4 

the  s«'al  rookeries  were  always  tilled  «)ut  to  Iheii-  limits,  and  s«)nietinies 

beyond  them. 

About  18H.J  a  decrease  was  observed,  and  that  decrease  has  be«'ome 

,^„,    more  marked  everv  yi'ar  from  ISS.j  to  th«'pr»'s«'nt  time. 

Decrease  siuct)  1885.     »  '  ••  i  i      .•  ....^>«     i      a. 

1  never  saw  many  sealiii};  schooners  lietore  1MS4,  l»ut 
they  have  been  eominpf  more  and  njore  e\ cry  year  since,  and  I  notic«^ 
that  as  the  schooners  mu1ti|dy  in  the  sea  the  seals  decrease  on  the 
rookeries.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  tlu'  seals  were  injured  because  a 
few  were  killed  on  the  rookeries,  when  uumi  from  schoon«'rs  landed  on 
the  islands  in  the  nijjht  or  when  the  fojf  was  very  thick,  for  the  num- 
bers killed  in  that  way  never  amounted  to  much,  as  it 
"  "■  is  n()t  often  the  raiders  can  land  (»n  a  rookeiy  and  es- 

cape with  their  plunder.  When,  in  1.SS({,  wo  all  saw  the  decrease  of  seals 
U])on  the  hauling  grounds  an<l  rookeries,  we  asked  each  other  what  was 
the  cause  of  it,  but  when  we  learned  that  white  men  were  shooting 
seals  in  the  water  with  guns  we  knew  what  was  the  matter;  we  knew 
that  if  they  killed  seals  in  the  water  that  they  must  be  nearly  all 
females  that  were  going  (Uit  to  feed,  for  the  mah's  stay  on  the  islands 
until  they  get  ready  to  go  away  in  the  fall  or  wintei-.  it  was  among 
the  cows  we  first  noticed  the  <lecrease,  and  as  we  never 
isumu.  °"""""' ""  >^>"  ^l'*^"  «"ws  on  the  islands,  we  knew  they  nuist  be 
killing  them  in  the  water.  We  noticed  idle  vigonms 
bulls  on  the  breeding  rookeries,  because  of  the  scarcity  of  cows,  and  I 
have  noticed  that  tlie  cows  have  decreased  steadily  every  year  since 
IHSO,  but  more  particularly  so  in  ISSS,  ISS!»,  1,S!)(»,  ai'id  181H'.  ' 
There  was  a  great  number  of  dead  pups  upon  the  rookeries  last  year, 
whose  motlu'rs,  I  believe,  were  killed  at  sea  by  sealing 
schooners  and  I  do  not  exjtect  to  see  nniny  cows  this 
year.  I  never  saw  a  «lead  grown  seal  on  the  island  during  my  twenty- 
live  years'  residence  here,  except  odd  ont'S  that  had  been  killed  in 
fighting  for  places  on  the  rookeries. 

1  never  heard  any  of  the  ohl  nuMi  who  have  live',  li,  re  for  fifty  years 
before  m\  time  speak  of  such  a  thing  as  sickness  «u' 
onBeVimm/roaiH.'''""  dcatli  auioug  the  seals.  We  eat  the  Hesh  of  the  seal 
and  it  constitutes  the  meat  suitjdy  nt'  the  natives,  and 
seals  from  two  to  live  yi>ars  (tldhave  been  killed  by  them  for  foo<l  every 
week  during  their  stay  on  the  land  ever  since  the  islands  v.ere  peoi)led, 
and  no  one  has  yet  found  a  diseased  seal  either  young  or  old. 


Urad  imps. 


m'l 


m 
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-    I  liav<'  luMMi  told  that  tlu'ie  avr  prisoiis  \v1k»  chiiiii  we  nw  not  rarrful 

ill  driving;  seals  anil  tliat  \v«'  kill  tliciii  rr;;anll<-ssi)r  sex. 

Tlu'si'  stateiiu'iits  arc  not  tiiic.     I  lia\t'  taken  my  turn        '  *  '""'■ 

at  driving;  seals   from  the  hauling   to  (lie  killing;  ;;iimnils  every  year 

since  1H7(>  and  I  know  the  driviii;;  is  very  eaiefully  d(»ne.     When  I  liist 

came  here  seals  used  to  be  driven  IVoin  llalt' way  IVtint  totlie  villa;4;e,  a 

diKtaiieeot' alxtiit  six  miles;  and  tVoin  Zapadiiie  to  the  vilia;;'e  a  dislaneu 

of  nearly  tlvemileH.     Wet,  <»r  very  damp,  eool  weatluT  was  elioseii  fnr 

siieli  (IriM's,  and  we  started  the  drive  at  alxnit  six  o'eloek  at  nifjlit  and 

driving' all  ni^ht  reached  the  villa^ic  at  from  six  t«»  eij^lit  oVloek   next 

iiiornin;;'. 

Half  a  mile  in  one  hour  was  alxmt  the  rate  of  spe<'d  on  sneli  drives 
in  favorable  weather  and  I  <lo  not  know  of  any  drives  of  over  tw(»  miles 
wliere  we  ever  went  at  a  j^reater  speed. 

All  Ion;;-  drives  were  stoppt'd  in  1S7!>  wlien  the  Alaska  Coiiimereial 
Company  made  a  killiiiu;  uronnd  and  built  a  salt  house      ,  ,      ,    . 

...     .  i*^  ..  !•    11        li-  11       •        1  I  I  1        ll-  lllllPlllVCll   lllltlKMlH. 

Within  two  Hides  ot  Ilaltway  i'oint ;  and  inadea  killiii;> 

jjroiind  within  a  mile  of  Zapadnie.     Since  these  changes  were  made  no 

seals  have  been  driven  on  St.  Paul  Island  ovei' two  miles  to  a  killiii}; 

ground. 

The  seals  are  never  driven  at  a^jreater  speed  than  one  mile  in  three 
liours;  and  the  men  who  (h»  the  driving  havt*  to  relieve  each  other  on 
the  road  because  they  travel  so  slowly  they  ^jet  very  ccdd. 

Ilia  very  larjic  drive  a  small  seal  may  be  siiKttliered.  imt  that  does  not 
injure  the  skin,  which  is  taken  ami  salted  ami  counted 
to  the  lessees;  and  the  {•reatest  number  1  ever  saw  die   .|^"'''*  ■*'"''' ""'■""v 
on  the  drive  was  twenty  out  <»f  a  drive  tif  about  niix' 
tluuisand  seals,  and  the  twenty  skins  were  jjood  and  were  a(!cepted 
as  "  Hrst-class."    The  bull  seal  arrives  at  the  island 
oarly   in  May,  and  takes  his  place  on   the  breediiif; 
rookery,  and  he  stays  tln're  until  Aujiiistor  Septeiul»er  without  food. 
About  the  middle  of  May  the  yoiiii};  inah'sbejiiii  tohaiil 
out    but  are  driven  oft    by  the  bulls  who  would  tear       "•"'"•■' 
them  to  pieces  if  they  went   (Ui  the  breedinj;' rookeries.     Coiisequeiitly 
the  bachelors  haul  <mt  by  themselves  and  are  easily  suriouiided  and 
driven  into  the  killing' ground  without  disturbing'  the  bieediiij^  rookery. 

The  cows  begin  to  haul  out  in  dune  and  take  their  places  on  the 
breeding  rookeries  beside  the  bulls,  where  the  young 
jMips  are  Ixu-ii,  in  from  one  to  three  days  after  the  ar- 
rival of  the  cows. 

When  the  cow  goes  into  the  sea  tor  food  her  stay  tlu'ie  becomes  huiger 
and  longer  as  the  season  advances,  until  at  times  slu^ 
will  be  away  for  thn'e  or  four  days  at  a  time. 

llie  iMips  when   first  born   "an   not   swim,  and  will 
drown  if  they  are  i>ut  into  wat  -r.  ''"'■■* ' "" """  ''"""• 

I  have  seen  many  pups  drowned  when   washed  off  the  edge  of  the 
rookerv  by  the  surf.    They  do  not  go  into  t lie  water 
until  they  are  six  or  eight  weeks  old  and  then  they  will      ''"'""-  '"  '"""• 
keep  in  shallow  water  and  closti  to  the  shore  for  several  days  more. 

They  seem  to  like  to  stay  on  land  until  late  in  the  season.  Kvery 
native  knows  a  female  seal  at  sight,  and.  as  the  law  against  killing  a 
female  is  strict  and  so  rigidly  enforced,  and  as  the 
chibbers  are  the  uiost  experienced  and  most  careful  .i/iiX'.'i'.''''''' "*'''''"' 
uieii  on  the  islaiul,  it  is  very  seldom  that  any  female 
seal  is  clubbed.  Our  people  have  great  respect  for  law  and  are  always 
ready  to  obey  any  rules  laid  down  by  the  proi>er  authority,  and  they 
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have  been  raised  in  tlie  Arm  belief  rhat  it  is  wrouff  t»»  kill  a  row  seal. 
No  one  knows  l>ett«'r  tiian  tlie  native-  tiiat  oui"  i)ros,,M*ritr\"  is  in  tlie  jirn- 
tection  of  tlie  seals.  They  are  out  f«»»«i  supply.  an«i  <»ur  eannnj^s  from 
taking:  the  skins  «'nabh'  us  to  Jivr  cMintorriihly.  Shouiil  tin- ronipany 
desire  us  to  kill  female  s«'ids,  t'vcrv  U5iii\«'  ui  the  viihiirr  would  Itc  inter- 
ested in  haviufi  the  (lovernnieiit  utii  r  know  it.  Tl«f  instructions  we 
have  always  received  from  tlir  ( "ntuimny  wns  to  !•<•  carcCul  in  driving 
and  to  never  kill  a  female  sciil. 

During  the  month  n\'  Au<i:ust  the  ltiuii]i«*s  brcjvK  up  and  the  seals 
scatU'i-  aroutid,  and  sonu'of  the  c(»ws  iinnyle  witli  rlic  younj;  males  ami 
arc  driven  alonj;  with  tlu'm  when  we  make  a  dri\e  lur  food.  :iu<l  s«uue- 
tiuH's  one  or  two  are  kilh'd  acrideiirjdl\ .  It  is  so  >.|dom  that  ihis  «m' 
curs,  I  do  not  think  that  there  has  been  more  than  .lOout  Ten  cows  per 
year  killed  on  St.  Paul  Island  siuce  1S7(». 

The  skins  taken  from  seals  kilh-d  lor  tood  are  siirn-d  and  counted  to 
the  lessees  on  the  quttta  of  tlie  loliowju;:  yeiir,  >o  tluit  notiiiiig  may  be 
wasted.  Wiien  we  were  allowed  u>  kill  pups  in  Nov  •■mber  for  food  and 
clothin;;'.  we  always  jacked  out  tin- mules. because  «<•  weie  not  allowed 
to  kill  feinaif  juips,  and  now  we  are  not  allowed  to  kill  an>  i)Ui)s  at  all. 
VVlu'ii  the  seals  leave  the  island  tliev  y,o  to  Mie  .s<mth- 
ward,  and  when  they  come  itack  in  tlie  spring  they 
eome  from  that  direction.  The  bulls  be;:in  to  leave  i he  island  about 
the  middle  ot  August,  and  most  of  them  are  gtwie  i»y  the  middle  of 
September.  The  cows  and  ba«-lielors  h'ave  in  Novemi»er  and  the  ]uip.s 
follow  or  go  with  the  cows.  When  the  weather  ii*  ^^tmd  a  number  of 
seals  will  cling  to  the  beaeli  or  remain  in  the  water  iiroiuid  the  rookeries 
until  Deeemiter  an<l  sometimes  iinril  late  in  .lanuinry.  I  have  noti<te«l 
more  and  more  dead  pups  on  t  he  iri(»>Leries  every  year 
siiK'c  ISSS.  and  in  1>»'.M  they  were  ^.>  -ise  together  in 
places  I  cvmiii  uot  step  among  tiieni  without  slep|iiii_  on  a  dca«l  pup. 
I  saw  many  Iff  them  cut  open  and  examinal  by  tlie  iMN'tor  (Dr.  Aek- 
mdff)  and  tliHti-  stomachs  were  emitty.  All  ot  tlie  dead  )ui])s  were  p»M>r 
tliin  ami  •«furvcd. 
lIlaMeve  t)«r^  ull  died  of  starvati<m.  ott^tuse  their  •noriiers  had  been 
MT  sesi  wiMafc  (hey  went  out  to  teed,  i  nev<'i  saw  a  all  fat  pup  or 
•me  who  had  a  motlier  to  teed  mm  deao.  except  a  few 
tlhat  were  drowned  in  tlie  surf.  No  cow  vnill  suckle  an  v 
pup  Itut  her  own,  and  I  have  often  watcl»*^i  a  cow  driu;- 
Utir  until  she  found   hur  own.     She  know  -  iier  i)up  incf 
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TliM'e  are  not  one  i«tiii?-th  as  many  seals  now  as  the"»» 
wen-     I  IS.SL',  and  onr   iM'ople  are  \-ery  uihcIi  alarnie«: 
■i<    .-- onu' ot  th«'iii  atter  the  s^als  are  killed  ott'. 
iic  stjiJs  decrease  as  fasi  as  they  have  during  the  pate 
tive  <«r  six  years  rlierc  will  Ik^  none  left  ii    \  very  sliort 
time  twr  us  to  lave  uftMiL. 

AfiiiEI   Kl  SEEN. 

Subflcribwi  ami  swimn  to  before  nie.  a.n  oftij-er  empowered  to  adminis- 
ter oaths,  under  sect»*iii  I!)7f»,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  I'liiied  States, 
on  this  the  6th  day  oi  imne,  IHfli.*,  at  St.  I'aul  Island,  Alaska. 

VVm.  II.  Williams, 
TreuHury  ntjcnt  in  charge  of  seal  inlands. 
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DepoHitioH  of  Jucoh  Kittchnntm,  iiatirt'  .sailrrou  St.  I'tiul  Island. 

HAEITS — I'KLAOIO   SEAi^ING — MANAGEMENT. 

ALASKiA,   IT.   S.   A.. 

.S7.  I'avt  Jshniil.  rrihilof  droiij),  s.v: 

Jsu'oh  Kotclioorcn.  lK'iii<>'  duly  sworn,  deposes  ;iml  says:  I  am  a  iia- 
tivj'  of  St.  Paul  Island.  AlasUa,  and  1  am  'A)  years  of  ajif.  1  am  a 
II  ".tivt'sfalci'.  and  iiavc  woiked  amou";  s«'a!s  on  St.  Paul 
Island  all  my  life,  and  I  n'inemher  wIumi  I  was  (li'st  ■''i"'""""- 
rateda  man.  some  twenty-tlireo  years  ayo;  it  was  wlicn  Kerrirk  IJuterin 
wa-»  chief,  and  lie  used  lo  follow  us  up  when  we  went  to  ili-ive  seals,  and 
tell  u..  to  walk  alonj:''  as  sl(»w  as  we  could,  so  as  not  to  tiro  the  seals  or 
worry  them  in  any  way. 

When  we  used  to  kill  S;"».(K)(»  seals  in  two  months  we 
had  to  work  hard,  and  we  had  to  <«o  out  at  ni^ht  t4j  .iHvin''  ""'  ""'" 
drive,  so  that  the  seals  should  not  l»e  linrried,  nor 
driven  in  tin'  daytime  when  it  was  warm.  In  those  days  seals  were 
driven  from  Halfway  I'oiut  to  the  villajie.  when  the  ;;round  was  wet, 
a  distauee  of  about  «»  miles  and  we  used  to  start  tlie  drive  at  ti  (M-lock 
at  nijiht,  and  net  into  the  Vi'iaj^e  hetween  (>  and  7  o'clock  next  inornin<>-. 

In  187!>  the  Alaska  Conimercial  Company  built  a  salt 
house  about  1*  miles  from  Halfway  Point,  and  al'tcr  that 
the  seals  were  never  driven  more  than  li  miles.  I)»ives  used  tobebrou<;'ht 
fnun  Zapadiiie  to  the  village,  a  distanc(>  of  alioiit  5  miles,  until,  in  1S7!), 
the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  made  a  killin;>  ground  within  a  mile 
of  the  rookery,  and  had  tin*  skins  taken  acidss  the  bay  in  boats  to  the 
villaj^e  salt  house. 

For  the  past  thirteen  years  no  seals  have  been  driven  a  fireater  dis- 
tance than  about  2  miles,  and  most  of  the  drives  are  not  over  1  mile. 
The  drives  are  always  made  by  our  own  people,  under 

,,  ..  ,.  V   ii     "      1   •     !•  v-  »■  I  Onvrs  made  liv  Mil- 

the  direction  of  the  duels.     None  oi  our  people  ever   liv^H. 

knew  of  any  sickness  anion{>' the  seals  and   pups,  ami      n"  «i<kii.H.Hiiiiii.ii),' 

their  tiesh  has  always  been  our  meat  food.  th.  srai... 

Hut  very  few  dead  pups  were  «'ver  seen  on  the  rookeries  until  tin;  seal- 
ing; schooners  began  to  come  in  the  water  around  tlie 
island,  and  they  have  increased  more  and  more  since 
18H.S.  In  liSlU  there  was  a  great  many  tlhit  were  thin  and  poor,  and 
they  wouhl  crawl  down  to  the  water  aiul  make  a  noise  f(M'  tlu'ir  moth- 
ers until  they  died,  and  when  some  of  them  w»'re  «Mit  open  they  had  no 
milk  in  theii'  stomachs. 

Whei.  the  cows  lirst  come  to  the  islands  they  go  on  the  breeding 
rookeries  and  remain  there  through  .liinc  and  •Inly, 
excepting  while  they  go  out  to  sea  to  feed,  and  this  is  i,,",','^'''''  "'  "'"  '" 
why  very  few  (Miws  are  ever  found  in  the  drives  iiiiide 
in  those  two  months  while  we  arc  killing  for  skins.  In  .\ngnst  the  fam- 
ilies are  broken  up  on  the  rook«-rics  and  tli<'  cows  scatter  and  mix  up 
with  the  young  males,  and  wlieii  we  drive  for  food  there 
are  a  few  cows  in  t-very  drive,  but  as  it  is  unlawful  to 
kill  a  cow  seal  on  tim  islands  we  are  careful  that  none 
is  killed. 

Our  people  are  very  careful  about  that,  and  if  one  is  killed  by  a<!ci- 
deiit  they  do  not  like   it,  and   the  chiefs  report  us   to  the  Government 
officer.     The  most  of  the  bulls  leave  the  island  in  Sep- 
tember, and  the  cows  in  the  last  of  October,  aud  early      "   '^''"' ""■ 
iu  November,  and  the  pups  leave  in  November;  sometimes  when  tho 
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wratlit'i'  is  \v:inn  :i  fow  s«>:ils  rniiiiiii  iiiiti!  .Inmiary  at  Nortln'iiat  Point 
siiui  on  "  Si'ii  Mon  lltick." 

In  1(S!M>  \v«'kill«'(l  soals  at  botli  places  late  in  .lannary,  and  \vv  s«hmi 

seals  on   Sea    Lion    Itock   in  Jannaiy.  ISDL'.     I  |iav«'  noticed   that  the 

seals  li'o  olV  s(»nlli  as  soon  as  the  heaeli   luM-onies  iey,  and  when  the  is. 

,,,..,      ,  land  is   surionnde<l    Itv  drift  iie   the    seals  disappear 

HniiH  u'"  entirely.     1  do  not  know   where  the  seals  }>o  to  when 

J.krn™^^^^^^  '•'*'>    •<'i>\'*' '1'^'  islanil,  hnt  1  do  think  tliey  i-oine  hiwk 

t«»   the  same  rookery  every  year. 

Ten  or  twelve  years  ayt*  tin'  rookeries  and  sea  were  t'nil  ot"  seals,  hnt 

,.     ,  ,  now  there  is  not  a  "leat  many;  we  nsed  to  kill  H.">,(MM> 

HI  less  than  two  months  fiin*'  or.  St.  Patil   Islainl,  and 

<mr  peoph'  eliiiu'd  plenty  ot"  nion»>y  to  hny  everythin}>- they  want«'il,  and 

in  the  winlei'  we  killed  L'.(HM)  or  .■?,000  male  pu|»s  foi-  food  and   <'Jothin};. 

Mow  we  ai'e  not    isllowed   to  kill   any  more  i)nps,  and  only  7,500  nnde 

seals  lor  food.  an«l  onr  people  are  very  much  wonied   t^*  know  w  hat  is 

to  become  of  themselves  and  children. 

.lAt'OlJ    K(>'r<MIO(>TKN. 

Snbscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  (tni<'er  »'nipowei(Ml  toadndnis- 
t<>r  oaths  undei- section  ll>7r».  Revised  Stalntes  of  tin'  United  States, 
thi.s  .Stli  day  td"  dune,  l<St»2,  at  St.  Paid  Island,  Alaska. 

VVm.  If.  Wll.MA>is, 
Trcasuri/  atjcnt  in  vharye  <;/'  ttcal  islandfi. 


J}c2)ositiono/  Xicoli  Kntloff.  native  rnipioi/t'  of  lessors,  on  St.  Paul  fuland 

VKhXCtlC  SKA.L1NU,  IIAIUTS,  AND   31ANAGEMENT. 

Alaska,  r.  S.  A., 

ISt   l*aul  Islinid,  I'nhilof  (tionp,  ss : 

Nicoli  KrnkolV,  bein;;  dnly  swoin.  tieposes  ami  says:  I   am  4.'?  years 
of  aye  and  was  born  at  Sitka,  Alaska.     1  can    read   and    s])eak   tin' 
Russian,  Aleut,  ami   i*ln<;lish  laniuu.iy'i's.     1    came    to  St.   Paul   Island 
in  IStJJKand  have  been  lu'ri'  ev<'r  since,  constantly  emi»h»y«'il  amony  the 
fur  seals,  and  I  have  had  dailv  <'xperience  in  all  the 
'  bram-hes  id  the  imsiness,  troin  driviuf;  the  seals  to  pi'e- 

narinjj  the  skins  for  shipment,  and  1  am  at  preseid  the  set'oml  chief  on 
St.  Paul  island,  to  which  i)osition  1  wa.->  appointed  in  18iM.  I  remem- 
ber the  iHrst  tinu'  1  noticed  a  decrease  of  seals  on  the  ro(»keries,  about 
seven  or  ei;iht  years  ajio,  an<l  the  seals  have  become 
DoircHsc  ii.Kini  fewer  evei\- vear  siiicc.  VN'c  nsc<l  to  kill  S."),0(K)  seals 
a^„.  on  St.  Paul  Islainl  in  less  than  sixty  days    time  untd 

ISIM).  when  they  became  so  few  we  could  not  takt'  nnne 
than  about  om'tourth  ot'  that  number  in  the  .«ame  len;ith  of  time. 
I  never  saw  but  a  few  dead  pni)s  on  the  rookeries  until  the  schooners 
came  into  the  sea  and  shot  tin'  cows  when  they  went 
'"'  ''"''"'  out    to  feed   and    then    the  dead    jmps   befjan   U)  in- 

crease on  the  rookeries.  I  fi^sve  often  cut  open  dead  pu|>s  and  examined 
thi'ir  stomachs,  and  found  them  em)dy,  an«l  the  pups  looked  as  if  they 
had  been  starved  to  death.  There  were  more  dead  pups  in  ISDl  than 
ever  bi'fore.  and  they  were  all  starved  to  death.  When  we  used  to  kill 
jjups  f(U'  tbctd  and  clothiiiji  in  No\i'ml>er.  I  often  examined  them,  and 
always  found  plenty  of  milk  in  theit  stomachs.  -  ■'■■• 
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I  M*vcr  saw  (Yt  tiHHnl  tell  of  a  sink  seal  mul  altluiii;jh 
w<-  hav«-  alwivys  fif.-n  (lie  Hesli  <.f  tli«- tin  umi  w»'  IrAve  ..i',;"''"''  "■''""»■"' 
lU'N^T  tuiiiiil  Olio  (hat  Mas  (lirf(ii.sf(l  in  aiiv  \\  ;ty. 

Tlie  seals  raine  to  tli«  islatins  in  tb»i  .^'priiig  and  they  coiiu'  IVom  flu' 
cxmtli  throuuli  th«  |ta»ts«'s  (i!  rlio  AU'ufiaii  i.>laiHl.«.     The       ,    ,    , 

■      II  i'i-»r  .1  ^1  I.  *Ai         1         1  Arriv.it  .i|  nmU. 

ImiIIs  conu-   ni>i|   lu   Mav.  Mi«r  Tlh  oNh  si  'if  the  l»a<n 

<"{<»rs,  rtTKl  they  kft'in'iMiiiiif;  tili  .July,  and  tht-y  haul<i'it 

l»v  thiMHsrivfs  oil  lli«'   hauliiiu  grounds:  and  lln'  bnIK 

«nid  rows  jro  rop'tb^T  oil  the  hctHMliu^  rooki'iici*.     H  rlic  )>iU'hel<»i>  v<  Id 

'Ml  th»'  hiviHJsnj;  r<»ok«'ri»'s  tin*  ItiilN  woold  kiJI  tln'in. 

Till"  c<»\\«  Ix'^'iii  t(»  liaiii  our  us  .iiini'aiitl  tla*}'  ai»*  all  <in  the  :oMki'rit'>< 
al>oMttli«  middle  of  .Inly,  ;=«id  Hit'  pups  an*  Ik'Iii  •♦•idii 
iXi'U'i    thi'  cowh  lYiHili   the    imikri'ii'S.      A.s    siioii  .|s  ili« 
pnpK  art'  a  tt'w  days  old   llu*  .ow-*  {jo  iUto   thf  sua  tt, 
tied  atnl  the.\  ntay  out  a  litHr  loiijitr  f»v«'ry  tiiin'  'huy 
(ro  niitil  tiny  vvil!   Of  a\va.\' on  a  \\f'»'k   at  a  tini''.     Tin' imps  ,i>t.'  ||c||. 
u-iiHvvluMi  hern,  and, they  tail  not  ssviia,  and  tlun- noMld 
drown  if  put  into  watfi.and  1  hav<'.  .swn  tliem  drown      '"'""  "'»•"*""" 
wht'ii  s\n'pt  off  b\  tin-  Mirf  in  l>a<l  \\<-atln!i.     'i  lu'v  do  not  eat  oV  drink 
an.v  tiling;  I'XD'pt  t\-v  milk  i  lit-y  ^v\  iVtini  ttic  lo^.s.     No 
cow   will  suckli'  a.»y  pa]i  but  her  own.     I  think  thr   Jf\?^,.'|,;,'{;''''  ""'J' 
Ua^lu'lors  do  not  rat  from  the  time  they  arris  <■  till  tluy 
ffo  awa\,  and  J  fliiiik  ^obecmise  the  seal.s  kilh-tl  in  May  and  «'aily.lune 
lire  fat  and  havr  plt-nty  ol  food  in  ilnJi-  stoiiiacli.-*.  while 
tUose  killed  lateiHiaii.liine  are  pooi  j:nd  their  stomachs   ,.'!:"  V1"."'i  .','".  '";' 
.in*  empty,  and  tiny  >;<'t  poorer  and  poorer  until  they 
jiO  off  in  S'oveinber. 

The  drivinjf  i^  all  dcnn*  by  our  ou  ii  peojile  und<-i  diicfrion  of  the  <  hjet^ 
and  we  never  drive  faster  thaii  about  half  a  milcin  oiu 
h(Uir.     We  very  .seidon.   drive  twice  t'rw\i  ony  rnokeiy        "*'"t 
in  one  week  ami  very  t«  w  cowt»  j;et  mlo  a  dri\e  iM'foi(«  r^i^.  iiii«ldh  ol 
A  u^uwt. 

Later  in  the  season,  uhen  wc  are  driving  seals  for  food,  a  few  cow^ 
^'ct  into  ilu'  dii\<*s.  bill  W'  arc  careful  that  tiny  d«>  not  <.;et  hurt:  \vc 
^11  kiKM-  it  is  forbidden  1<>  kill  a  female  -^e  il  at  any  time  And  we<tn  not 
WMiit  to  have  them  k'lleil  and  none  arc  UiMed  c,\ccpt 
by   aci'ident 

|ii^  or  by  oveilK'atui;.^;  odd  oiie.s  do  tUc  on  the  di  i\es 
by   sinotheriiif;,  but    liicir  skins  are  taken  by  the  eonipajiy  jind    are 
•  ouiiteilin  with  the  others.     We  used  to  kill  pups  for  food  in  November 
»nd  then  we  Innl  to  e\;iiiiin«' tin-  »»ex  ami  kill  none  but  males.     The<biv 
cniiniMH  lias  fovbiddt  n    us  to   kill  an.\    mure  pi'|t.s  .nni 
weiftftothei    uieiit   instead.     All  our  pt  o]iU'  knov  the 
Kertls  iti-t  fie  tihi;  , sea  reel  »'vev>  year  ami  wi    think  it  is 
(H^'riUhe  ol   l!ie  seiiooneis  etM;iiiiy   in  .imi  >h»'"finK' tin' 
roWHi  ill  t.h«  MH\.     Sometimes  they  tr\    to  ln-nd   on  the 
i-iiokerieN.  hot   we  driA»    tbeni  off  w»rh   \s\iu-*  an«l  tiiey 
iie\  et    jjft  many  seaN  '  hat  way.     VV .    earn  vciy   little 
«•!».;:♦■>  u«tvs,  and   we  evp<<<'t  the  (TO\eriimeut  to  keep  us 
it»  bwid  and '•hitiiin;.         Tile>s  flu  v(  tioutiersttn- stoj»])ed 
ikt'  seals  nili  hII  ikr  ;r4>iie  soon  and  then  I  di;  net  know 
•fc.i"  iiiv   i>«^.,de  cawt  dii  tor  a  Iniiij;;  t.he>  kiM«\\    imlhiMn  of  other  woik 
MMt  tkmm  ki^  uoU'.  ",'  •■'•*e  H,i  the  -"t^Ml  '-boida. 

5l<>iU  KutKOFF 


I    never   saw  a  seal   killed    bf  oxerdnv-    J'r,'?''*,^'.' "'  ' 
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Arrival  of  Hoalit. 
I!iirhi-I(ir!4. 


COW.M. 

<'«»■«  rHudiiig. 
pupa  arc  help- 

I'lijiK  call  not  Hwiiii. 


ItiicliHiirH     do     not 
Icuvu  iriluiiiln  (o  I'uimI. 


I  n«vor  saw  or  hoard  tell  of  a  sick  .seal  and  altliouj^k 
we  have  always  eaU'ii  the  fle.»»h  of  the  fur  seal  we  have  ^JJ^»  "'ck  or  .iisiam-d 
never  found  one  that  wa«  diseased  in  any  way. 

The  seals  came  to  the  islands  in  the  spring  and  thoy  come  from  the 
south  through  the  passes  of  the  Aleutian  islaii)'  .  The 
bulls  come  first  in  May,  then  the  oldest  of  tli  hach- 
eh)rs,  and  they  kee]>  coming  tillJuly,un<l  they  haul  out 
by  themselves  on  the  hauling  grounds;  and  the  bulls 
and  cows  go  together  on  the  bree<ling  nmkeries.  If  tlu'  baclielors  went 
on  the  breeding  rookeries  the  bidls  would  kill  them. 

The  oowH  begin  to  haul  out  in  June  and  they  are  all  on  the  rookeries 
about  the  middle  of  July,  and  the  ])ups  are  born  soon 
after  the  cows  reach  the  rookeries.  As  soon  as  the 
puim  are  a  few  days  old  the  cows  go  into  the  sea  to 
feed  and  they  stay  otit  a  little  longer  every  time  they 
go  until  they  will  be  away  for  a  week  at  a  time.  Tli« 
lesswhwi  born,  and  they  can  not  swim;  and  they  would 
drown  if  put  into  water,and  1  have  seen  them  diown 
when  swept  oti'by  the  surf  in  bad  weather.  They  do  not  eat  or  diink 
anything  except  the  milk  they  get  from  the  «!ows.  No 
cow  will  suckle  any  pup  but  her  own.  1  think  the  iJr",wirpiip''''  ""'* 
bachelors  do  not  eat  from  the  time  they  arrive  till  they 
go  away,  and  I  think  so  because  the  seals  killed  in  May  and  t-arly  June 
are  fat  and  have  plenty  of  food  in  thttir  stomachs,  while 
those  killed  laterthan  June  are  \mov  and  their  stomachs 
are  empty,  and  they  get  poorer  and  poorer  until  they 
go  oflF  in  November. 

The  driving  is  all  done  by  our  own  people  under  direction  of  the  <'hiefs 
and  we  never  drive  faster  than  about  half  a  mile  in  one 
hour.     We  very  seMom  drive  twice  from  one  rookery       '  *  "«• 
in  one  week  and  very  few  cows  get  into  a  drive  before  the  mi(ldU>  of 
August. 

Later  in  the  season,  ••hen  we  are  driving  seals  for  food,  a  few  cows 
get  into  the  ilrives,  but  we  are  careful  that  they  <lo  not  get  hurt;  we 
all  kium-  it  is  forbidden  to  kill  a  female  seal  at  any  time  and  we  do  not 
want  tk)  have  them  killed  and  none  are  killed  except 
by  !*<-<'ident.  I  never  saw  a  seal  killed  by  (jverdriv-  „,,K''i,'v  1,|!,",|'^,,',,' '' '' 
ing  or  by  overheating;  odd  ones  do  di«'  on  the  drives 
by  suiotliering,  but  their  skins  are  taken  by  the  <'om])any  aii.l  are 
counted  in  with  the  others.  We  used  to  kill  jiups  for  food  in  November 
anil  then  we  had  to  examine  the  sex  and  kill  none  but  males.  The  (iov- 
eniment  has  forbidden  us  to  kill  any  more  |)n])s  and 
we  get  other  meat  instead.  All  our  ](eople  know  the 
seals  are  getting  scarcer  every  year  ami  we  think  it  is 
because  of  the  schooners  coming  in  ami  shooting  the 
cows  iu  the  sea.  Sometimes  they  tiy  to  lainl  on  the 
rookeries,  but  we  drive  th<'ni  ort'  witli  guns  and  they 
never  get  many  seals  that  way.  VV«^  earn  v«'ry  litth^ 
wages  now,  and  w»' expect  the  (iovernnu'nt  to  keep  us 
in  t»MMl  and  clothing.  Unless  the  schooners  are  stopped 
the  seals  will  ;iJ]  l»e  gone  soon  and  then  I  do  not  know 
what  my  p«'«»|»le  can  do  foi'  a  living;  they  know  nothing  of  other  work 
and  thttre  t^  uoUitug  else  at  the  seal  islands. 

NlCOLI  KUUK(»FP. 
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TESTIMONY 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  ollicer  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  mider  section  11»7<l,  K'evised  Statutes  of  tin*  Tnited  States, 
this  8tli  day  of  June,  l.S«.>2,  at  St.  Paul  Ishind,  Alaslva. 

VVm.  H.  Williams, 
Treanury  Ayent  in  Charye  of  Seal  IslaiuJs. 


Deposition  of  IT.  W.  Mclntyre,  chief  mevhunic  and  resident  agent  ofleasecH^ 

on  at.  Pa  III  Island. 

management. 

State  of  Caltfounia, 

•    Co  lint  If  of  Tehama,  ss : 

II.  W.  M(!lntyre,  havinji  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  sfiys:  I  am 
an  AnnMiean  citizen,  a  native  of  the  State  of  Vermont;  my  aj^e  is  r>7 
years;  I  am  a  resident  of  Vina,  Tehama  Ccmnty,  California,  and  by  oc- 
eu])ation  (ieiieral  Manager  of  Senator  Leland  Stanford's  Vina  ranch  and 
Palo  Alto  Vineyard.  In  tlu'  year  1871  I  enten-d  the  service  of  the 
Alaska  Connni'rcial  ('om])any,  and  was  assij^ned  to  duty  at  the  I'ribilof 
gr«aip  of  islands  in  lierinji;  Sea,  first  in  the  capacity  of  chief  mechanic 
and  later  as  resident  Agent  in  charge  of  the  island  of  St.  Paul. 

I  left  San  Francisco  for  Alaska  early  in  April  of  1871,  and  arrived  at 
St.  Paul  Island  about  the  beginning  of  May  the  same 

KxiM-iuiu.-.  year,  on  which  islaml  1  resi«led  c<Mitinu<uisly  until  the 
«'lose  of  the  sealing  season  of  the  year  1881,  leavingthere  in  the  month 
of  August,  exce])t  that  I  was  absent  on  leave  during  a  i)orti(Ui  of  the 
winter  season  in  1»71, 1877,  and  188(».  During  thej)eriod  of  my  residence 
I  visited  the  islands  of  St.  George,  IJnalaska,  and  other  principal  sta- 
tions of  the  Alaska  (.'ommercial  C!ompany  in  lieriug  Sea  and  the  North 
Pacihc,  and  obtained  through  observation  and  from  infornnition  very 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  fur  seals  andtheir  habits  while  upon  <u'  near 
the  islamls  whi«;h  constitute  their  breeding  place. 

Under  personal  instruction  from  the  late  Senator  .l(din  F.  Miller, 
tlu'u  president  of  the  Alaska  Comnuucial  Company,  I 
sr'eiJ"i!»"I»n.V.''''  "'  commenced  shortly  after  my  ariival  upon  the  Islaml  a 
series  of  observations  in  order  to  determine  as  nearly 
as  pra<'ticable  the  area  of  gnmnd  occupied  by  the  seals,  ami  incident- 
ally their  number,  approximately,  during  the  season  of  1871  for  th« 
}mrpose  of  noting  tlie  (!hanges  wlii<'h  might  occur  from  year  to  year. 
To  this  end,  in  the  year  1871,  I  carefully  iu>ted  the  position  of  the  seals 
on  breeding  rookeries  and  upon  the  several  hauling  groun<ls  where  ohl, 
young,  and  middle  aged  seals  were  congregated,  and  by  delinitely 
markingthe  itointsreacluMl  was enabh'd,  after  the  animals  had  migrated 
in  the  antumn.  to  (-arry  tbrward  a  survey  of  the  Island  as  a  whole,  and 
on  the  plat  or  map  icsulting  from  said  survey  was  designated  accurately 
the  ground  occupied  by  the  seals. 

The  work  of  survey  was  carried  on  as  raprdly  as  possible,  and  I  was 
enabled  from  the  observations  so  made  to  make  a  chart  or  map  having 
ujMm  it  bearings  and  distances,  the  whole  of  which  were  veriH«'d  oy 
Lieut.  Washburn  Maynard,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  slight  ditterences  in  our 
measurements  and  observations  only  being  noted. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  President  Miller  took  occasion  t<>  impress  upon 
me  the  necessity  of  exorcising  the  greatest  can-  in  complying  strictly  with 
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all  the  requirenionts  of  tlio  h-asr,  an«l  tliat  <  an't'iil  attt'iition  to  tlie  pies 
ervathin  of  the  s<'al  life  sliuiiM  uiiilcr  all  ('irniinstanccs  he  rc^-artlnl  as 
of  first  iiii]M)rtanco,  and  to  this  imiiI  tin*  most  can-fiil  study  of  the  liahits 
of  the  aniinalM  slionid  he  made  at  tlie  outset,  and  eoiitiiiiied  from   year 
to  year  in  order  to  determine  what  efleet  thel<illin};of  a  delinite  number 
mi^lit  Imve,  upon  tlie  se^ds  as  to  inerease  or  diminution — I  tool<  more 
than  ordinary  eare  in  notinj;'  tlie  aiea  of  ;;round  occnpied  each  year  by 
the  different  classes  of  seals,  and  it  was  evident  that 
duriUf:  tlie  years  1H«1  to  inSI  inclusive  tlieij-  was  a  n.piii  isti  to  ihhi. 
Hteady  im*rease  in  seals  of  all  kinds.- 

As  my  observati(tns  «'.\tended  over  a  iK»riod  of  time  siiHi<'ient  for  the 
growth  and  full  devehtpment  of  individuals  I  wasenalded  to  det<'riiiiiie 
with  a  {freater  degree  «»t  aeeiiracy  thcetlect  ()f  the  operations  of  the  Com- 
pany {generally,  as  well  as  to  follow  specifically  to  result,  various  mat- 
ters of  detail,  all  of  which  were  based  upon  the  cxpeiieiice  and  methods 
of  the  Russian  Aiin'rii-an  Company  as  practically  Uiiown  to  Captain  Nie- 
banm,  (ieneral  Maiiagerof  the  business  of  the  Lessees,  and  to  the  Chiefs 
and  other  |)ermaneiit  residents  of  the  Islands. 

(■rounds  occupied  by  the  seals  as  "breeding  rookeries''  nv  "hauling 
grounds"  are  tilled  with  a  degree  of  iinilbrmity  each  year;  hence  the 
area  (M'cupied  is  a  very  suri'  i-riterion  in  estimating  mimbers,  wlu-thcr 
of  "  bulls,"  or  females  with  their  young,  or  ycaing  males,  or  of  mixed 
young  (yearlings)  of  liotli  sexes,  and  the  fai-t  of  there  Iteiiig  a  cniistant 
increase  as  above  mentioned  was  fully  established  l)y  the  constant  en- 
largement, year  after  year,  of  the  space  so  tilled. 

The  fur  seals  of  Alaska  ai«'  bred  and  born  on  the  Islands  of  tlu'  I'libi 
lof  gr(ui|)  in  Bering  Sea,  where  thev  lind  combined  the      ,,  , .,  ,,,  ,     ,  ,, 

conditions   recjuisiti'    to  their  «'xistence,  ot  iscdatioii.   i i.oi ni,-  Ai.i^kan 

climate,  and  proximity  to  food  sup])ly.  ■*'•''■ 

The  seals  are  |>olygamous  in  their  habits  as  to  breeding,  and  each 
full  grown  and    vigorous  male   animal  endeavors    to 
gather  around  himself  tlu' largest  possibh'  number   of 
females,  and  to  ap|iropriate  and  hohl   by  Uwvv  the  space  necessary  for 
them  and  their  young.     Accor«lingly.  when  the  males 
return  to  the  Islands,  beginning  in  .May  of  each  veai       '"'""'*   ""    i"''>-"- 
(in  favorable  seasons  some  may  be  s«'en  in  April),  the 
most  di'sirabh'  locations  on  the  breeding  grounds  are  appropriated  by 
the  strongest  and  most  vigorous  males,  while  the  weaker  or  half  giuwii, 
or  y^aing,  are  Ibrced  to  take  places  mor»'  remote  Worn  wvU  deliiied  cen- 
ters of  pojailation. 

In  .luiie  the  lemales  driven  by  the  near  approach  of  maternity  arrive, 
and  on  landing  are  forced  by  the  nearest  male  to  remain 


■''(irniatiiiii 
rciiis. 


of     ha- 


near  himself  as  long  as  possible,  but  as  the  space  he  can 

hold  is  limited  and  soon  tilled,  his  neighbors  attem|)t  to 

steal  from  his  harem,  which  gives  rise  to  tierce  contests,  ill  which,  not  in- 

fre(piently,  the  temaleisthe  victim  ami  is  maimed  or  killed,  aiid  the  young 

(pups),  jierhaps  Just  born,  ar«'  trampleil  and  crnsiu'd ;  hence  it  is  evident 

tliatasuperabundaiUM'of  males(ui  thebieedinggroiiiids       .        ,      , 

is  not  desirable,  audit  is  also  evident  that  an  intelligent    miii.  >.  ..n  i.. iin« 

and  carefully  ai)plied  system  of  killing  males  only  must   -'' ''""••-I'-'inii'i'-- 

result  favorably  to  seal  lite,  by  i»reveiiting  overcrowding,  and  thus 
removing  the  cause  of  a  ctuistant  warfare  which  could  not  fail  of  being 
fatal  to  vast  iumil>ers  of  females  and  young  of  b<»tli  sexes. 

To  my.self,  as  having  the  interest  ot  my  employer  at  hearv,  the  health 
ful  condition  of  the  "  rookeries"  and  tiieir  constant  exi»aiisioii  was  a 
source  of  gratiticatioii  in  all  respects,  and  especially  as  in  full  evidence 
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tliat  the.  business  was  roiiiliictcil  on  co-.Tcct  principles.  Of  this  I  am 
fully  convinced,  and  were  I  to  have  occasion  to  assume  control  of  the 
seal  interest  (outside  destruction  lieiii;;  prevented),  I 
should  most  assure«lly  follow  the  precedent  established 
by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  during;'  t||(>  (ii-st 
ten  years  of  its  lease  of  the  Islands. 

Within  a  few  days  after  landiuff  (it  may  be  but  a  few  hours  or  even 
minutes,  as  I  have  seen)  the  female  ;;ives  birth  to  lier 
*'"''"■  youu};.  but  oiu'  beinj;  l)rou};ht  forth  ea<di  year.    The 

reported  occasioinil  birth  of  twins  is  not  verili«Ml,     These  little  ones, 
"  pups,"  as  they  are  called,  are  comparatively  helpless, 
r.mi.i.t..H«im.       pjirticularly  awkward  hi  movement,  and,  uidike  the 
hair  seal,  are  unable  to  swim.    They  are  nursed  by  the  mother,  who, 
aftt'r  copulation  has  taken  place,  is  permitted  by  the  old  male  to  no  at 
will  in  quest  of  food.     At  about  six  weeks  old  the 
''"""'''"•'  •"  *"'"'     youuK  pither  in  j-roups  and  shortly  after  learn  to  swim, 
but  depeinl  for  a  lonj;  period  tipon  the  mother  for  sustenance,  hein-e 
her  destruction  must  result  in  the  death  of  the  young  throu};h  starva- 
tion. 
On  the  approach  of  inclement  and  wintry  weather  the  seals  mijjrate 
to  tlnd  places  where  food  is  abundant  and  where  the 
Mi«r«Uon.  climatic  conditions  suit  them  best;  but  it  is  notable 

that  they  are  governed  in  this  solely  by  <()nsiderati<m  of  their  own 
comfort  and  convenience,  and  not  by  any  fixed  or  even  approximate 
time. 

Indeed,  so  well  are  the  ])eople  f»f  the  Islands  aware  of  their  habits  in 
this  respect  that  they  carefully  watch  for  the  approach  of  ice  or  of  se- 
vere storms  from  the  northwest  before  taking  their  supply  of  seals  for 
winter  food. 

I  have  seen  many  seals  ujion  the  Island  each  mmith  in  the  year,  w  ith 
a  possible  excepti<m  of  the  month  of  March;  and  1  have  been  informed 
that,  since  I  left  the  service,  seals  have  been  se«'n  and  captured  <m  shore 
inthisuKUith  also.  Tliey  evidently  have  no  Hxed  or 
«.H"unar'  "''  "°'-^  definite  "  hauling  ground  "  to  visit,  as  it  would  have 
been  discovered  long  since,  but  as  they  can  sleep  as 
well  as  find  food  at  sea.  they  have  no  oc<*asion  to  land  until  warned  by 
the  reiU'o«luctive  instinct  to  r«'turn  to  the  place  of  their  birth — their 
home — whi<'h  they  do,  and  are  often  found  at  precisely  the  i)lace  oc<'U- 
pied  during  the  preceding  season  or  seasons.  In  evidence  of  this  I 
Imve  observed  seals  bearing  unmistakable  marks  ft»r  identification  re- 
turn to  the  same  spot  year  after  year. 

It  was  the  custom  each  year  just  prior  to  tl«e  migration  of  the  young 
seals  to  take  a  certain  nundier,  under  supervision  of 
j.^  Killing  |.ui)8  for  tiic  Cnited  States  Treasury  agent,  for  food  of  the  na- 
tives during  the  winter,  and  as  females  were  in  no  case 
killed,  a  selection  of  male  "  pups  "  had  to  be  nmde.    This  was  done 
rapitUy  by  catching  each  "pup"  by  the  flipper,  and  upon  releasing 
the  animal,  after  examimiti(»n,  to  send  it  with  the  nniles  for  slaughier, 
or  with  the  females  for  return  to  the  sea.     On  su«'h,  and  on  other  occa- 
sions, seals  were  often  marked,  or  were  noted  as  being  marked  by  scars 
from  fighting  among  the  males;  such  marks  were  used  to  obtain  data 
relative  to  their  return  to  the  Islaiul,  and  during  the  latter  portion  of  my 
stay  on  8t.  Paul   Islaml  such  marked  animals  were  seen  and  identi- 
fied in  the  henl  or  on  breeding  grounds. 
These  cases  were  sulUciently  numerous  to  warrant  my  present  belief 
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tliat  if  siicli  iiiiii'Uiii;;  hail  ln'«'ii  roiistaiitly  pnu-ticod  cxtrnsivt'Iy,  a8 
nii;;'l!t  easily  lia\  w  Im'cii  (lone  prci'iscly  as  in  «'as<>  of  a 
baiMl«»trattl«'oii  flu*  plains  with  :ill  thf  yoim;;,  it  would   ..J/iV,',''.''"''*'""    ''^ 


.  iiiailiiiiy. 

havt'  t'stal)lishril  thi'ir  Kicritily  ;itiil  <-Miiiplct('!y  shown 

that  the  seals  do  not  find  a  home  at  any  place  other  than  that  of  their 

hii'th. 

The  erection  of  »•  salt  houses"  at  snitalde  pla«'«'s  foi'  cniint;  the  seal 
skins  was  one  of  the  earliest  works  nnderlaUen.  and 
sev«'ial  weie  elected  at   poiids  convenient   to  the  laijr    inViMlmu'ni.nt' ''"''''* 
est   ''hanlin;^'  ;;°roniids."     In   addition    to  this  teams 
were  furnished  an<l  skins  haidetl  to  the  salting;  places  or,  in  otliur  in- 
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Htaiu'cs,  they  were  taken  by  boats  as  in(»st  convenient. 

In  this  manner  the  necessity  for  Ion;;;  drives  was  ob- 
viated and  the  work  made  easier  in  all  respects. 

The  poly;>°amoiis  habit  b(>fore  mentioneil  natnrally  results  in  forcing 
the  yonn;;  male  seals  to  "  hauT' from  the  sea  by  themselves,  which 
reinlers  tlieii'  capture  less  ditlieidt.  as  they  may  be  driven  without  dis- 
turbinj;  the  bret'dinji  seals  with  their  youn;;'.  8«'als  to  Ik*  killed  wore 
usually,  and  as  a  ride,  diiven  at  ni;;lit  or  very  early  in  the  mondnj; 
when  tin-  }>'rass  or  ;;round  was  moist  with  duw  or  during'  the  prevalence 
of  iuji,  and  was  leisurely  pertbrmed  under<lirection  of  experienced  huntr 
ers,  licnc*'  the  animals  were  spared  the  fati;;ue  of  travelin<>'  on  dry 
ground  at  unwonted  speed. 

When  not  bein;;  driven  their  niovemeiiis  on  lan<l  are  in  nowise  un- 
wrtain  or  distressinj;,  and  they  are  fiequently  seen  journeyinj;  of  their 
own  v«dition  from  one  "rookery"  or  '•hauling-  place"  to  another  at 
c(»nsid«'rable  distance,  es])ecially  when  singly  or  in  small  ijroup.s;  they 
eati'h  on  a  sti-ony-  wind  the  s«'<'nt  of  a  henl  at  a  remote  point  and  set 
out  to  Join  it.  fn  connection  with  the  work  of  driving  the  seals  at  fre- 
quent intervals  it  was  (»f  sjiecial  interest  to  observe  that  they  becdino 
less  wild  or  timid,  and  conseiiuently  could  be  nuiiuiged  more  easily  in 
herd. 

The  "  hauling  grounds"  lu'arest  the  •'  salt  houses"  were,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  most  frequently  visitj'd  by  the  huntt'rs.  At  each  time  of 
driving  some  aiiiuuds  weie  tbuml  too  laige  or  too  small,  or  otherwise 
undesirable,  and  wereallowed  toes<-ape  from  among  the  «>killable''  herd, 
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and  it  was  the  subject  of  frequent  remark  that  these 
s«'als  so  frequently  driven  becanu'  accustomed  to  the 
presence  of  man,  and  evidently  acquired  contidencc!  from  the  fact  that 
they  W(^re  not  harmed,  so  far  that  on  being  separated  from  the  lu'i-d 
they  appeared  uncoin'crned,  and  not  worried  or  frightened,  but  would 
leisurely  retuiii  to  tin-  place  whence  driven,  and,  without  taking  to  the 
water  as  is  their  habit  when  frightened,  would  r«^main  until,  on  the  ar- 
rival of  others  in  sullicient  luunlK'rs,  they  were  again  diiven,  only  to 
be  released  ami  returned  as  bt'fore. 

These  repeated  drivings  did  not  aiq)arently  injure  tiie  animals  in  the 
least.  Injuries  through  a«'cident  resulted  at  intervals, 
but  most  of  those  were  slight,  and  recovery  soon  Ibl- 
lowi'd.  That  the  driving  of  the  seals  as  practiced, 
whether  iikhc  or  less  frecnu'utly,  did  not  result  injuriously  to  the  breed- 
ing, is  abundantly  proven  by  tlie  results  noted  after  the  lapse  of  several 
years. 

The  area  of  "rookeries'' <'onstautly  expanding  was  tilled  with  ani- 
mals evidently  healthy  and  strong;  vigorous  males  were  in  aluindance, 
as  shown  by  the  increase  of  young,  and  by  the  fa«tt  that  the  number 
of  banen  females  was  not  increased.     Superannuated  uialcs  were  found 
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ii8  iisiial,  but  during  the  time  of  my  residence  no  iinusuiil  lack  of 
health,  strength,  or  vigor  was  seen  among  the  s.'als  of  whatever  class 
or  age. 

During  my  long  and  constaiit  residence  I  became  interested  in  all 
"matters  pertaining  t<»  the  welfare  of  tlie  i)eoi>le  residing  upon  the  Is- 
hinds,  and  have  since,  through  an  extensive  acipiaintance  witli  Agents 
and  employes  of  the  Lessees,  been  <'onstantly  advised  as  to  events  trans- 
piring tiiere  from  year  to  year. 

'    From  statements  made  by  sm^h  personal  ac(|naintances  and  friends 

I  became  awar«'  of  a  rapid  decrease   in  s«'al  life  in 

■     Decrease  of  seals.  ^1^^^.^  ,^,,,1  j-eports  of  pelagic  Sealing,  as  made  public 

through  the  ])ress,  combined  with  previous  personal  icnowledge  of 
affairs  as  existing  prior  to  1882,  heaves  no  jtossible  doubt  as  to  the 
cause  of  such  decrease  of  Seals.  Pelagic^  sealing  us  piacticed  iirior  to 
the  yesir  1882  had  no  ai)parent  effect  upon  seal  life,  and  even  when  to 
this  was  added  the  taking  of  a  definite  nund)er  year  after  year  under 
lease  from  the  United  States  Government,  there  was  still  a  constant 
increase  of  seals  observed ;  1  am,  therefore,  fnliv  con- 
isause?^'"  *'"""*''  *'"'  fl"»«tl  in  the  belief  that  the  decicase  in  their  nn'nd>ers 
is  due  solely  to  the  indisi-riminate  kilhng  at  sea  of  all 
ages,  regardless  of  sex,  as  practiced  sin<'e  1884. 

I  have  also  no  doubt  as  to  the  final  result  of  this  indiscriminate 
sealing.  The  dense  fogs  which  prevail  over  Bering  Sea  in  snmmer 
render  the  drawing  of  an  imaginary  line  of  |»rotection 
abcmt  the  seal  islands  absolntely  futile  and  inopeiative 
for  such  purpose;  and  unless  full  i)rotection  is  afforded 
the  animals,  their  externnnation  must  follow  as  surely  as  in  the  case 
of  the  seals  at  the  South  Shetland  Islands,  ov  the  bnflaloon  tiie  plains 
of  North  America. 

II.   \V.  MclNTVlfE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Kith  day  of  May,  A.  I).  181)2. 

[SEAL.]  K.   lilLDi:nilA.NI)T, 

Xotarij  VMic. 


,   Protection  noces 
eary. 


Depoftitions  of  Anton  Melovedoff,  Xocn  Mnndmjin,  Apnllon  llorKdahaJf'slii, 
Aggie  Kmhin,  Nicoli  Knikoff,  J  C.  Rnlimtk,  (J.  Ij.  Foiolcr,  and  J. 
G.  S.  Akerly,  residents  on  ISt.  I'aid  Island. 

DECREASE   OF   HERD. 

Territory  of  Alaska,  U.  S.  A., 

Tlie  Island  of  8t  Panl. 

Before  me,  F.  H.  Newcinnb,  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Revenue 
Msirine  Service,  and  executive  ofticer  of  the  U.  S.  Revenue  steanu'r 
Mush,  and  authorized  and  emi)owered  to  take  testimony  and  administer 
oaths,  personally  appeared  Anton  Melovedoff,  who,  being  by  me  first 
duly  sworn  according  to  law,  testified  as  follows,  to  wit; 

Q.  State  your  age  and  place  of  residence. — A.  lam  thirty-six  years 
of  age;  have  resided  on  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska,  for  the  i)ast  twenty- 
four  years. 

Q.  What  is  y<mr  occui)ation  ? — A.    I  am  a  sealer; 
Experience.  formerly  in  the'employ  of  tlie  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 

pany, and  now  in  the  employ  of  the  North  American 
Commercial  Company. 

,  Q.  Has  your  occui)atiou  been  such  as  to  give  yon  an  oi)p<ntnnii\   to 
notice  from  year  to  year  the  condition  of  tlie  rookeries  and  the  peculiar- 
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Dtrrcasf. 

The  iininber  of 

Kxteiit  of. 


Cause  of. 


itl^esof  seal  life? — A.  Ves;  I  \v;is  cliiof  for  jibout  ten  years,  aiul  duriiijj 
tlia*  time  liail  <'liar,!ie  of  the  drives  and  have  always  participated  in  the 
kilh'ii^'  of  the  seals. 

(,>,  Have  you  noticed  any  perceptible  dirt'ei'enee  in  the  number  of 
seals  on  rooi;eries  tVoni  one  year  to  anotherif — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  dianjics  have  yon  noticed? — A.  They  have  been  getting? 
h'ss  every  year  lor  about  the  last  six  years. 

Q.  About  how  much  less  is  the  number  of  seals  dur- 
in<i' the  i)ast  year  tlian  they  werc!  six  years  ago? — A. 
seals  tills  year  are  about  one-fourth  of  what  they  were 
six  years  ago,  and  about  one-half  of  what  they  were 
last  y»'ar. 

i).  In  what  way  do  you  form  your  above  o]>inion  as  to  the  relative 
number  of  seals  on  the  rookeries? — A.  l>y  tlie  fact  thfit  many  spaces 
on  the  rookeiies  which  were  formerlv  crowded  are  now  not  occupied  at 
all. 

Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  seals  on 
the  rookeries? — A.  To  the  great  number  of  cows  killed 
by  i)oachers,  and  consequently  less  pups  are  born  cm 
the  rookeries. 

().  How  do  you  know  that  cows  have  been  killed  by  poachers? — A.  1 
have  handled  and  seen  a  great  number  of  skins  captured  by  the  lievenue 
Cutters  from  the  jioaching  vessels,  and  there  were  verj'  few  nnde  sking 
among  them;  also  have  seen  among  them  a  great  iuind)er  of  unborn 
]m\ts.  Twice  upon  the  rookeries  1  have  seen  cows  killed  and  left  there 
by  the  ]toachers. 

Q.  Why  is  it,  in  your  opinion,  that  more  fennile  than  male  seals  are 
killed  by  the  ixtachers? — A.  JJecause,  first,  in  the  pas- 
sage of 'the  seals  to  the  islands  in  the  early  season  the   I,oS:«•fe'lS^^ 
females  travel  in  groujis  and  the  males  scatter;  sec- 
ondly, after  arriving  at  the  islands  the  males  remain  on  or  about  the 
hauling  grounds,  while  the  feimdes  having  their  pups 
to  luirse  go  out  into  the  sea  to  obtain  food. 

(}.  How  do  you  tell  the  skin  of  a  fenuile  from  that  of  a  male? — A 
By  the  nipples  and  gciu'ral  ai)i)earance. 

i).  Have  you  ever  known  the  lessees  to  take  female 
skins? — A.  Xo  Any  emph)ye  killing  a  female  either 
intentionally  ov  accidentally  would  be  liable  to  a  fine. 

(.).  Did  you  see  any  dead  i)ups  on  the  rookeries  the 
jtast  season? — A.  V<'s;  1  saw  h)ts  of  them. 

(i^.  How  do  they  compare  with  the  number  observed  in  former  years! — 
A.  Much  greater  in  proportion  to  the  nund)er  of  fenniles  on  the  rook- 
eries than  tormerly. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  f(M' this? — A.  I  think  the  cows  were  killed 
by  the  poaclieis  while  away  from  the  rookeries,  and  as  mother  seals 
nurse  none  but  their  own  young,  consecpiently  the  pups  whose  mothcKS 
were  killed  die  from  starvation. 

Anton  Melovkdoff. 


Ki'iiiules  feeding. 


No  feninlcH  killed 
1>V  leMsees. 


Dead  pups. 


i 
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Also  Noen  ^landregin,  who,  being  duly  sworn  by  me  as  hereinafter 
certilied,  testilied  as  follows: 

(^  State  your  age  and  jdace  of  residence. — A.  I  am  thirty-four  years 
of  age  and  am  a  native  and  resident  of  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

Q.  What  is  your  occiiiKition  ? — A.  1  am  a  sealer,  formerly  in  the  em- 
idoy  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Comi)any,  and  now  in 
the  <'mploy  of  the  Xorth  American  Comnu'rcial  Com- 
pany. 
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Q.  Did  you  see  an  unusual  number  of  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  this 

Dead  m  s  ycasou  i? — A.   Yes;    I  saw  more  dead  pups  this  year 

em  imps.  than  evcr  before.     1  went  with  Mr.  J.  Stanley  Brown 

in  August  to  assist  him  to  make  a  survey  of  the  rookeries  and  saw  dead 

pnp.s  j;rouped  in  various  places. 

Q.  Did  you  see  dead  pups  <m  all  the  rookeries  you  visited? — A.  Yes; 
but  some  rookeries  had  more  than  others. 
Q.  How  do  you  aceimnt  for  so  many  dead  pui)s? — A.  I  think  their 
mothers  were  killed  in  the  sea  by  the  poachers  while 
away  from  the  islands  in  search  of  food. 
Q.  Why  do  you  think  that  they  were  killed  by  poachers? — A.  I  was 
once  on  board  a  schooner  which  was  seized  at  Northeast  Point  and  saw 
a  number  of  female  skins  on  board. 
Q.  How  does  tlie  number  of  seals  on  the  rookeries  this  year  compare 
with  the  number  four  or  five  years  ago? — A.  The  num- 
ber now  is  about  one-fourth  of  what  they  were  then. 

NOEN  Mandregin. 


Cause  of. 


Decrease. 


We,  the  undersigned,  natives,  residents  of  St.  Paul  Island,  who 

have  for  a  number  of  years  been  engaged  in  the  busi- 

xpenonco.  ^^^^  ^^  sealing  on  these  islands  Imving  been  present 

and  heard  the  testimony  of  Anton  Melovedott'  and  Noen  Mandregin, 

as  above  given,  do  hereby  concur  substantially  in  their  .statements. 

Apollon  Borudakapfsky. 
aggie  kushin. 
NicoLi  Krukoff,  Second  Chiet 
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Also  J.  C.  Eedpath,  who,  having  been  duly  sworn  by  me,  as  herein- 
after certified,  testified  as  follows: 
Q.  State  your  age,  place  of  residence,  and  occupation. — A.  I  am  forty- 
seven  (47)  years  of  age  and  have  been  a  resident  of  the 
Experence.  ^^.^|  jg|j^jjj^  fyj,  ^i^^  p.^^,^  seventeen   years;   formerly 

local  agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  now  of  the  North 
American  Commercial  Company,  and  during  that  time  have  been 
engaged  in  the  taking  of  seal. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  perceptible  difference  in  the  number  of 
seals  on  the  rookeries  from  one  year  to  another?    If  so,  what  changes 
have  you  observed  ? — A.  Within  the  last  four  or  five 
Decrease.  years  I  have  observed  a  decided  decrease  in  the  num- 

ber of  seals  on  the  rookeries. 
Q.  In  what  proportion  have  the  seals  decreased  within  the  time  men- 
tioned?— A.  As  far  as  my  judgment  goes,  I  should  say 
at  le.ast  one-half. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  it? — A.  By  the  numbers, 

principally  females,  that  are  killed  in  the  Avaters  by 

marauders. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  the  marauders  kill  females  principally  ?- 

A.  I  know  that  the  females,  after  giving  birth  to  their 

by^ioachiT».""''^*''"''^''yo'"'S  o"  tl'**  rookeries,  frc«iuent  the  open  sea  in  search 

'   ,,  of  food,  whereas  the  ir  ales  frequent  the  hauling  gr<mnds 

Females  feeding.      ^^^  ^^..j^gj.^  immediately  around  it.    At  various  times  i 

have  seen  skins  which  were  seized  by  th«  cutters  from  the  jioachers, 
and  they  were  substantially  female  skins. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  dead  i)Ui»s  on  the  rookeries  this  past  sea- 
son, and  in   what  ]noi>ortioii  to  former  years? — A.  1 

Deadp.ips.  j^j^^,^.  ^^.^,j|  .^11  unusual  nnnilu'r  of  dead  pups  this  year 

on  the  breeding  grounds;  I  may  say  twice  as  many  as  formerly. 


Extent  of. 


Canse. 
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Q.  How  do  yon  account  for  it? — A.  From  the  fact  of  their  mothers 
having-  been  kille<l  by  marauders.     It  is  a  well-known 
fsuit  that  the  mothers  suckle  ncme  but  their  own  pups; 
consequently  the  motherless  die  from  want  of  nourish menr. 

Q.  "What  is  the  {general  condition  of  a  healthy  pup  s«'al  receiving 
constant  attention  from  its  mother  if — A.  I  know  him  to  be  coiu])letely 
gorged  with  milk  and  his  body  to  be  enveloped  in  fat. 

Q.  What  effect,  in  ycmr  opinion,  does  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
poaching  vessels  in  IJering  Sea  have  upon  seal  life? — 
A.  Since  the  number  of  sealing  vessels  has  increased,     Km^^t  "•' imreuHc of 


the  number  of  seals  coming  to  the  islands  has  corre- 


ixiucliers. 


spondingly  decreased. 


J.  C.  Rei>i»ath, 

Agent. 


Also  0.  L.  Fowler,  who,  being  duly  sworn  by  me  as  hereinafter  cer- 
tified, testified  as  follows : 

1  have  been  a  resident  of  the  seal  islands  for  the  past  ten  years; 
formerly  ass't  agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  (Jo., 
now  agent  of  the  North  American  Company,  and  dur-       xpenenee. 
ing  that  time  have  beeu  engaged  in  the  taking  of  seals.     1  have  lis- 
tened to  the  testimony  of  J.  C.  Kedpath  as  above  and     corrobdiato!*     Mr. 
fully  con(;ur  in  all  that  he  has  said  concerning  seal  life,  K.Mivatii  .4ci;i>t  ax  to 
with  the  exception  that  the  number  of  seals  f>n  the  *'*''='^'''»'*'' 
islands  this  season  are  in  my  judgment  not  more  than  one-fourth  of 
what  they  were  in  1887. 

C.  L.  Fowler. 

Also  J.  C.  S.  Akerly,  who  being  duly  sworn  by  me,  as  hereinafter 
certified,  testified  as  follows : 

Q.  State  your  age,  pla(!e  of  residen<;e,  and  occupation. — A.  I  am  thirty- 
one  (31)  years  of  age,  reside  in  Oakland,  Calif<unia,  and  . 
am  physician  on  St.  Paul  Island,  in  the  employ  of  the       xiwncnue. 
North  American  Commercial  Company. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  this  season? — A. 
Yes;  my  attention  was  called  to  the  matter  by  J.  Stan- 
ley Brown,  who  requested  me  to  examine  them  with  a  '''"  ''"'"'' 
view  to  determining  the  cause  of  tiicir  death.  1  examined  a  number 
which  had  apparently  recently  die«l.  Their  bodies  were  entirely  desti- 
tute of  fat  and  no  tood  to  be  found  in  their  stomachs.  After  a  careful 
examination,  I  found  no  evidence  of  disease. 

Q.  What   do    you   assign   as  the  <'ause  of    their 
death? — A.  I  believe  them  to  have  died  of  starvation. 

Q.  Why  do  you  think  they  died  of  starvation  ? — A.  From  the  fact 
that  nearly  all  the  dead  on  the  rookery  were  pui)s,  and  from  absence 
of  all  signs  of  disease,  emaciated  condition  of  their  bodies,  and  ab- 
sence of  food  frum  their  stonuichs. 

J.  C.  S.  Akkuly,  M.  D.,  Ph.  B. 

Sworn  and  aubscribed  to  before  me  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1891,  at  Sc.  Paul  Island,  Pribilof  Croup,  Bering  Sea. 

Frank  II.  Nkwcomb, 
Firtst  Lieutenant  If.  S.  R.  M. 
WitncRRes : 

Milton  Barnes, 
jounstone  ii.  quinan, 

Sicond  Lieutenant  U.  S.  B.  M. 
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I)ej}Osition  of  Anton  Melovvdoff^  nathv  Alashin,  nnd  emphnjp  of  IcHnea  on 

/Sy.  rant  Island. 


MANAGEMENT — HAlllTS. 
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St.  Paul  Island,  Prihilof  (J roup, 

Alaska,  U.  S.  A.,  s,s: 

Anton  Mclovedott",  bciii;;-  duly  sworn,  (Icposos  and  says:  T  am  tliirty- 

eiglit  (3S)  years  of  a{»'e  and  1  was  born  on  Kadiak  Island,  Alaska.    I  canu^ 

to  8t.  Paul  Island  in  1804,  the  first  time,  and  in  18(59  the  second  time.     1 

Lave  resided  here  since  18G1>  and  1  have  been  constantly  emi)loyed  amonjj 

the  Alaskan  fur-seals  in  all  that  time.    1  have  had  a 

Experience.  larji'e  and  varied  experience  in  all  the  details  of  the 

business  as  it  has  been  carried  on  on  St.  I'aul  Island,   and  I  have 

done  service  in  all  the  de]>artments  from  the  work  of  a  l»<»y  to  that  of 

First  Chief  of  the  Island.     I  can  read  and  write  the  I<iMjilisli,  Russian, 

and  Aleut  Languages  and  I  can  interpret  them  into  one  an(»ther.     1  have 

read  a  considerable  amount  of  the  controversies  on  the  Seal  Question 

since  the  seals  began  to  decrease  .>o  rapidly  on  the  rookeries  and  I  have 

observed  the  rookeries  and  their  daily  condition  since  I  became  First 

Chief  in  1884,  whi<'h  ofhce  I  resigned  in  1891. 

In  the  Russian  times,  before  1808,  the  seals  were  always  driven  across 


Drivinj;  while   uii 


the  Island  of  St.  I'muI  ti'om  Jforth  East  Point  to  the 


der  uuBsian  manatie-  village  Salt  liousc — a  distance  of  12A  miles — but  when 
™irai.rove<i  methods  t^*^  Alaska  Commercial  Company  leased  the  islands 
under Aimricaii man-  tliey  Stopped  loiig  driving  aiid  built  salt  houses  near 
agement.  ^  ^j^^.  hauling  grouuds,  so  that  by  1879  no  seals  wer  j 

driven  more  than  2  miles. 

No  one  ever  sai«l  in  those  days  that  seals  were  made  impotent  by 
driving,  although  long  drives  had  been  made  for  at  least  titty  years. 
1  have  never  known  or  heard  tell  of  a  time  when  there 
euyo  m  s.  ^^..^^  ^^^^  bulls  eiiough  an«l  to  spare  on  the  breeding 
rookeries.  I  never  saw  a  cow  of  3  years  old  or  over  in  August  with- 
out a  pup  by  her  side.  The  only  cows  on  a  breeding  rookery  without 
pups  are  the  virgin  cows  who  have  come  there  for  the  first  time.  1 
never  went  onto  a  rookery  in  the  breeding  season  when  I  couid  not 
have  counted  plenty  of  idle  vigorous  l)ulls  who  had  no  cows. 

I  have  heard  it  said  that  the  seals  are  slaiight(^red  indiscriminately 
on  the  seal  islands,  and  that  the  natives  take  no  care  of  the  seals.  The 
contrary  of  this  is  true.  Rides  c<mld  hardly  be  made  any  more  stri  iig<Mit 
than  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  (fovernment  and  Coin|)any  ()tti«'ers 
for  the  care  and  management  of  the  seals,  and  no  people  cuuld  be  more 
careful  in  obeying  them  in  letter  and  s])irit  than  what  ours  are. 

The  killing  of  females  is  a  crime  on  St.  Paul  Island,  and  our  Church 
teaches  that  it  is  a  sin  to  kill  one,  and  our  people  know  that  the  death 
of  a  cow  seal  means  one  pup  less  tor  meat  in  years  to  come.  Xever,  siiu*e 
I  came  here  in  18(i9,  have  1  known  of  a  cow  to  he  killed 
aeeident '""''""'■'' ^*  uuless  by  accideut,  and  1  think  there  has  not  been  19 
cows  killed  out  of  every  8."),()09  seals  killed  every  year 
from  1870  to  1889. 

When  I  first  went  on  a  drive  I  remember  how  the  Chiefs  talked  to 
me  about  being  careful  of  how  I  went  on  the  hauling  grounds;  how  I 
must  not  distirrb  the  breeding  rookeries,  and  that  I  must  walk  as  slow 
as  I  coxdd  when  driving,  and  stop  and  let  the  seals  rest  occasionally. 

I  believe  the  same  iustiuetions  were  given  at  all  times  by  thjj  Ciiiels 
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to  our  pi'oplo,  iind  1  tliiiik  tlu'.v  liav«'  Ikm'ii  yciuTiilly  very  laitlifully 
obeyed.  Tlij'  luillsniid  cows  hciiifioii  tliebreedinj;'  rookeries  all  tliroujili 
.Iiine  iiiid -Inly,  wliile  the  killiii;;' of  tlu'  bnclielors  for  skins  is  tiikin^' 
place,  there  is  no  reason  why  a  cow  slnmld  be  driven  or  killed  in  tlio 
two  months  named,  and  it  is  a  very  rave  »'ase  to  see  a  cow  on  the  kill- 
in^'  .uionnds  at  this  time  and  stJll  rarer  to  have  one  killed. 

Alter  the  killinji'  season  is  ended  and  the  breediiijn'  sejison  is  over,  the 
»'ows  do  mix  np  witli  the  bachelors  on  the  hanlin<>'  •^ronnds,  and  they 
iire  often  driven  when  we  make  a  driv«'  of  s«'iils  to  kill  for  food,  and 
sometimes  one  (a-  two  is  clubbed  by  accident.  With  this  exception 
there  are  wo  cows  or  females  ever  kille<l  on  the  seal  islands. 

1  was  First  Chief  from  1SS4  to  ISIM,  all  thronjih  Mie  years  of  the  de- 
<'reaseand  controversy,  and  it  hasl)een  my  duty  to  inspect  the  rookerie.s 
and  seals  from  time  t<t  time  and  to  n'lxu't  the  condition  of  both  to  the 
(lovernment  and  C'ompany  Ajicnts.  It  has  been  my  dnty  to  thor<mj;hly 
inform  myself  of  the  nnnd>er  of  mah'  seals — bachelors — on  each  rookery, 
ami  to  select  the  <>rounds  to  be  driven  fron-  every  killiiift'  day  thionjiii- 
ont  ea(!h  killin;^'  season,  and  I  believe  1  never  allowed  the  seals  to  be 
oveidriven  or  tlie  drives  to  be  made  too  often.  I  n'nu'mber  seeing  an 
occasional  sealinj*'  schooner  in  Bering  Sea  as  long  ago  as  1878,  but 
it  was  in  1884  they  ciime  in  large  numbers.  At  first  it  was  supposed 
they  intended  to  raid  the  rookeries,  and  we  armed  a 
number  of  men  and  kept  guard  every  night,  and  we 
drove  ort'any  boats  we  fiMind  c<miing  to  a  rookery.  Sometimes  in  a  dense 
fog  or  very  dark  night  they  landed  and  killed  a  few  hundred  seals,  but 
the  numbers  taken  in  this  nmnner  are  too  small  to  be  considered. 

About  1880  I  noticed  that  the  lines  of  tbrmer  years  were  n()t  filled 
with  cows,  and  every  succeeding  year  since  then  has 
shown  a  more  marked  decrease.     In  1889  the  bachelors     '^^''"■''•i««- 
Mere  so  few  on  the  hauling  grounds  that  the  standard      i)p,.rnn«..  i.. „  i„i.t 
weight  ot  skins  was  lowered  to  ;>  pounds,  and  hnndreds  of  skins. 
were  taken  at  only  4  pounds  in  order  to  fill  the  quota  of 
1U(),(»00. 

It  was  noticed  by  everyone  on  the  Island  at  this  time  that  as  the 
seals  decreased  on  the  I'ookeries  from  year  to  year  the 
nund)er  of  dead  pui)s  increased,  until  in  1801  tlie  rook- 
eries were  covered  with  them.  From  18S4  the  schooners 
kept  on  increasing,  nntil  in  1891  there  was  more  than 
ouv  hundred.  Tliese  schooners  enre  very  little  about 
coming  t!>  the  islands  to  take  seals  (m  the  land,  for  they  only  have  to  hover 
around  the  fishing  banks  fr(nn  ")()  to -JOOiiiiles  away  and      „     .... 

i.    1  11  ii  1      ii  i.         li.  •      i       ii  1         1        a.1  r finales  li'ccliiij;  50 

take  all  the  seals  they  want.     It  is  to  these  banks  the  t..  l'oo  miios from  is- 
cow  seals  go  to  feed  after  the  birth  of  their  young,  and  '"'"'"• 
it  is  here  they  are  shot  and  killed  and  the  pups  are  left  to  starve  and 
die  on  the  lookeries. 

Last  year  I  seen  thousands  of  such  pups,  and  I  saw  many  of  them 
o]»ened,  and  in  all  ciises  there  was  not  a  sign  of  food  in  their  stomachs. 
1  never  seen  a  pn]»  that  had  a  mother  living  to  suckle  it  look  ]»oor  or 
sick  (»r  .starved;  nor  did  I  ever  see  or  hear  of  a  sick  or  diseased  seal, 
although  I  have  eaten  the  flesh  of  the  fur-seal  all  Miy  life,  and  it  is  antl 
has  ever  been  the  staple  meat  ration  of  our  people. 

Seal  meat  is  cimk'd  at  tlu^  t'ompany  himse  every  day  while  seals  are 
to  be  had,  and  it  is  eaten  by  all  the  white  men  on  the  Island.    Men 
talk  of  epidenu<!s  aiiimg  seals  and  of  impotent  bulls 
im  tin;  rookeries,  but  those  win*  have  spiMit  a  lifetinu'.  eafo"umoug  s^ais-'"'' 
on  the  Si".il  [slaiuls^  a'ld  wh)-;e  business  and  duty  it 
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lias  bwn  to  guard  ami  «>bs('rve  tlieiii,  liiive  no  kiH>\v]»'(l<»«'  of  tin'  cxist- 
eiH-e  of  either.  An  inii)ot»'nt  bull  dare  not  att.  nipt  to  jno  on  a  rookery, 
eveu  had  he  a  desire  t(»  <h»  so.  I<vx<*e|>tinji'thee.\tr«'inely  old  and  feeble, 
I  have  never  seen  a  bull  that  was  inijiotent. 
The  seals  come  to  tlie  islands  every  year  from  the  southward,  thiouj;h 
the  passes  of  the  Aleutian  Islands;  and  the  bulls  reach 
the  ishiiuls  late  in  Ai)ril  or  early  in  May,  and  they  eon- 
tinue  to  haul  out  till  June.  Tliey  select  tlieir  stations 
on  the  rookeries,  and  1  believe  they  j;enerally  return  to  the  spot  they 
occupied  the  previous  year;  and  tliey  stay  tlier*'  till  Aujiiist  or  Sep- 
tember without  food  or  water,  and  without  nuich  lest 
or  sleep.  Tlie  cows  beyin  to  haul  out  early  in  June 
and  they  continue  to  haid  out  till  about  tln^  ndddle  of  July;  ar.d  the 
pups  are  born  soon  after  the  cows  land  on  the  rookeries.  When  the 
pup  is  born  it  is  utterlv  helpless  and  would  drown  if 

l'up»  can  not  swim.  1  •     .  .  riti  'i  i.  ii  x  i-i. 

*^  put  into  water.     Tliose  born  nearest  the  water  are  often 

drowned  in  the  surf  when  the  sea  is  rough  in  stormy  weather.  When 
the  pup  is  a  few  days  old  tiu'  cow  goes  into  the  sea  to 
feed,  and  as  the  pup  grows  older  the  (!ow  will  stay 
longer  and  longer,  until  sometinu's  she  Avill  be  away  for  a  week.  "When 
the  cows  return  they  go  to  their  own  pu])s,  nor  will  a  cow  su<!kle  any 
pup  but  her  own.  The  pups  w ould  suck  any  cow  that  would  let  them, 
for  they  do  not  seem  to  know  one  <!ow'  from  another. 
swim'  **"'■''"'*''  '"  At  7  or  8  weeks  old  the  pu])s  learn  to  swim  by  first 
paddling  in  the  shallow  water,  but  after  learning  to 
swim  they  ap])ear  to  prefer  to  stay  on  land  until  the  cold  weather  drives 
them  off  in  November. 

Until  1891  we  were  allowed  to  kill  several  thousand  pup  seals  for 

If   f   1    food  in  November  abcmt  the  time  they  were  ready  to 

lips  I  e(  or  oo( .  jeave  the  Island.    We  generally  killed  ten  or  twelve 

tor  every  person  on  the  Island,  and  when  we  killed  them  they  Avere 

always  found  to  be  full  of  milk. 

The  bachelors  connnence  to  haul  imt  in  May,  and  they  haul  out  till 

Arrival  of  bachelors  ^^**^ "'  '^"^y?  **'®  older  oucs  couu  11  g  early  aii'd  the  y<mnger 

ones  later;  audi  have  found  that  the  seals  killed  in 

May  and  early  June  were  fat  and  that  their  stomachs  were  full  of  food, 

l)rincipally  codfish,  and  tliat  later  in  the  season  they  were  poor  and  had 

,,  ,        .,  ,     nothing  in  their  stomacdis.    My  opinion,  therefore,  is 

Only  niotlier   seals      .,,*',,,,  , ,  i  ...  •      ^i  j.  .l 

loavu  tiio  islands  for  thatiioiie  but  the  motiier  seals  go  out  in  the  sea  to  eat 
^''"''-  during  the  time  the  hei«ls  are  on  the  islands,  and  this 

accounts  for  the  great  number  of  cows  shot  by  the  sealing  schooners  in 
Bering  Seaduring  July,  August,  and  September.  I  was  visiting  in  San 
Francisco  in  the  winter  of  1890-'91,  and  1  worked  iu  a  f^ir  store  during 
)ectpd  I)  ^®veral  months  of  my  stay  there,  and  1  was  called  on 
him  in  San ^Francisw)  to  handle  and  iiispcct  thousaiids  of  the  skins  taken  by 
those  of  cows.  schoouers  in  Bering  Sea,  and  they  were  nearly  all  cow- 

seal  skins. 

I  know  of  no  other  explanation  than  this:  The  cow^s  are  shot  and 
killed  when  they  go  into  the  sea  to  feed  and  the  jmps  die  on  the  rook- 
eries. This,  I  think,  is  the  true  solution  of  the  vexed  question,  "  What 
has  become  of  the  seals?"  When  the  season  ends  and  the  compact 
family  organization  breaks  up,  the  bulls  begin  to  leave 
the  islands,  going  away  slowly  through  September  and 
early  October  before  they  are  all  gone. 

The  baclieh)rs,  cows,  and  pu]>s  go  in  November,  the  older  bachelors 
leaving  late  in  October  and  the  iniiis  in  November.    Sometimes  in  good, 
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mild  Wi'iitlHT  1>:h'Im'1(>i's  ai'C  IouimI  iiiid  killed  for  tuod  h\iv  in  .Tiiiiniuy. 

TIh'  niovonients  of  tlu'  seals  iirc  jiovenicd  (iiiitc  considcraldy  liy  tlin 
wcatlier.  VVlu'ii  tliey  d<»  leave  tiie  Island  tliey/^o  soiitlnvard  and  i>ass 
once  more  rlironjtli  the  passes  oi  the  Aleutian  islands  and  out  into  the 
North  Pacitie  Ocean. 

It  is  usually  su)>|>osed  that  seals  are  like  wild  animals.  This  is  not 
so.  They  are  us»'d  to  the  natives  and  will  not  run  far 
tromtluMU.  Thelittlepups  wuleome  totheitt,  andeveu 
in  the  fall  when  they  are  older  we  can  take  them  uj*  in  our  '.i..nds  and 
see  whether  they  are  males  or  females.  We  can  drive  the  seals  about 
in  little  or  huge  bands  Just  as  we  want  them  to  go,  and  they  are  easy 
to  manage.  We  jnotect  and  take  good  caie  of  the  seals,  aiul  if  they 
were  not  killed  in  the  sea  we  could  make  them  increase  upon  the 
islands  so  that  they  would  be  as  many  as  before. 

Anton  INIelovedoff. 

Subscribed  aud  sw(U'n  to  before  me,  an  officer  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  section  11>70,  Ivcvised  Statutes  United  States,  this 
10th  day  of  June,  1S9L',  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska. 

\Vm.  U.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  Heal  Islands. 
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De])osition  of  Simeon  MeJovidoi',  natire  AIasl-an,and  emjyloycof  the  lessees 

on  iSt.  Paul  Island. 

MANAGEMENT — PELAGIC  SEALING. 

St.  Paul  Tsland,  Prihilof  Group,  Alaska,  U.  S.  A.,  ,s.v: 

Siniecm  Melovidov,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  ami  1  was  born  at  Sitka,  Alaska.  I  came  to 
St.  Paul  Island  in  1SG7,  and  resided  here  ever  since.  . 

I  have  a  practical  knoAvIedge  of  and  am  familiar  with  •-^i""'^""' 
the  fur-seal  industry  as  it  is  carried  on  on  St.  Paul  Island.  I  became 
an  able  sealer  in  1.S71),  and  worked  at  it  ever  since,  except  in  the  win- 
ters, when  I  was  at  school.  I  have  driven  seals  and  skinned  them  and 
prepared  the  skins  for  shijunent.  I  am  at  present  the  school  teacher 
on  St  Paul  Island,  and  1  can  read  and  write  English  and  liussian,  as 
well  as  the  Aleut  language.  1  know  that  as  long  as  I  can  remember  the 
driving  of  seals  has  been  the  most  carefully  don<'  work 
on  the  islan<l,  and  all  the  drives  have  been  dime  by  our 
own  people,  urder  the  immediate  orders  of  the  native  Chiefs.  The  aim 
at  all  times  of  all  concerned  has  been  to  care  for  and 
guard  the  seals,  and  to  do  everything  possible  to  pre 
serve  and  perpetuate  seal  life.  We  were  always  instructed  by  the 
Chiefs  to  drive  slowly,  and  to  let  the  seals  stop  and  rest  occasiomdly, 
and  if  a  cow  happened  to  join  the  drive,  we  had  to  allow  her  to  drop 
out  and  return  unmolested  to  the  water. 

It  has  been  the  policy  and  practice  of  the  lessees  to  do  everything 
that  could  be  <lone  to  shorten  the  length  of  the  drives 
whenever  it  could  be  d<me  without  injuring  or  disturb- 
ing the  the  breeding  rookeries,  and  to  this  end  salt  houses  have  been 
built,  teams  antl  wagiuis  or  boats  used  so  as  to  reduce  the  longest 
drive  on  St.  Paul  Island  to  not  to  exceeds'  miles.  Never  since  LSTOhas 
a  seal  l)een  driven  (ui  this  island  to  exceed  that  distance.  In  likemau- 
271G— vol  ii 10 


Driving. 


Care  takun  of  seuU. 


Drives  made  Hhort. 
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Decrcaso  sliieo  1884. 


lUT  rules  liiivo  boMi  inii(l«')iii<l  ri^iidly  ••iifoiciMl  tliiit  tiolumling'  {•roniuls 
shall  1)0  diivi'ii  IVoiii  oftciier  tliaii  twice  in  iiiiy  one  week,  anu  it  is  a  rare 
tiling'  to  drive  more  than  once  a  week  from  the  same  ]»laee. 
..         ...      .         There  is  no  lonndation  in   fact  lor  the  st(trie8  told  of 

(i.iiriii  of  i.Hii8;  no  overdriving  oi  seals.    > or  is  there  any  shadow  ot  laet 
inipotint  bulls.  jqj,  ^YiQ  it]],,  statements  made  from  time  to  time  about  a 

dearth  of  bulls  on  the  rookeries  or  of  impotent  bulls. 

I  have  talked  to  theohl  men  of  our  ])eo]>le,  men  who  can  remember 
back  over  lifty  years,  and  not  one  of  them  knows  of  a  time  when  there 
was  in)t  jdeuty  of  bulls,  and  more  than  eiumgh  on  the  breeding  rook- 
eries, and  no  one  here  ever  heard  of  an  imjiotent  bull, 
^dr'ti'iicd.*'  ''"•''"'"^''  Until  the  sehooners  came  into  Bering  Wea  the  rookeries 
were  always  well  tilled,  and  many  of  them  had  grown 
siioH  I imo.'"  *"'""'"  steadily  for  years,  nntil  it  was  no  uneominon  thing  for 
the  lessees  to  take  the  quota  of  85,000  seals  on  St.  I'aul 
Island  between  June  l.st  and  .Inly  I'O  of  ea<*h  year.    After  1.SS4,  when  the 
original  tw<)  or  three  sealing  vessels  had  grown  to  be  a 
well  organized  Heet,  we  fonnd  a  steady  decrease  of  s«'als 
on  all  the  rookeries  and  we  found  it  ditlicnlt  to  secure  the  quota  of  skins, 
and  in  1889  the  lessees  had  to  h)wer  the  standard  of  Av«'ight  lower  than 
ever  hefore  in  the  history  of  the  Island.     And  as  the 
Dfiiuipnps.  seals  decreased  we  found  the  rookeries  covered  with 

dead  pups,  which  in  18!)1  lay  in  heaps u])on  the  ground;  and  when  they 
were  examined  by  the  i»hysician  1  was  ]>resent,  and  I  saw  them  cut  ojten 
and  their  stomachs  were  em])ty  and  not  a  sign  of  milk  in  them. 
The  only  sidution  of  the  ])rt)blein  i.s,  in  my  o]>inion,  that  the  cows  or 
mother  seals  go  into  the  sea  to  feed,  and  while  they  are 
Mothers  kiiiti.1  at  thcie  they  are  shot  and  killed  by  i)elagi<'  hunters,  and 
the  pups,  dejuived  of  sustenance,  die  upon  the  rook- 
eries. 

Until  1891  we  Avere  allowed  several  thousand  pu])  seals  for  food,  and 
I  have  often  killed  them,  and  saw  others  killing  them,  and  they  were 
always  full  of  milk.  The  juips  found  dead  U]ion  the  rookeries  are  al- 
wjiys  poor  and  thin  and  starved  and  emi)ty.  • 

It  has  been  said  that  cows  are  barren  sometimes  be- 
cause of  the  dearth  of  bulls,  but  such  is  not  the  case 
at  all,  for  the  only  cows  on  the  breeding  rookeries  in 
July  or  August  without  pujjs  are  the  2-year-ohls  (vir- 
gins), which  have  come  on  the  rookeries  for  the  iirst 


Ko  dearth  of  bulls. 


All    t'l.ill-grown   fe 
inalos  have  pups. 


time 

The  young  males  or  bachelors  that  are  kille<l  for  skins  are  found  to 

be  full  of  food  in  May  and  early  in  June,  but  their  stomachs  are  em]>ty 
when  killed  in  July  or  later.  This  shows,  1  think,  that 
none  go  out  to  feed  in  the  sea  excei)t  the  cows  during 
the  time  they  are  nursing  their  young.  The  pups, 
when  born,  can  not  swim  or  hel])  themselves  in  any  way, 
and  they  are  entirely  dei)endent  on  the  cows  for  suste- 
nance. They  are  G  or  8  weeks  old  before  they  can 
swim,  and  were  theyjiut  into  the  w^ater  when  born  they 
would  perish,  for  they  are  not  then  am])hibious. 
The  flesh  of  the  fur-seal  has  been  eaten  by  our  j^eopleever  since  their 

first  settling  here,  and  it  constitutes  the  chief  part  of  their  daily  food, 
No  diseased  seals.  f^'V^ !» V'**^'"  reguhuly  by  eveiy  white  man  on  the  Is- 
land; and  yet  no  one  here  has  ever  seen  or  heard  tell  of 

ft  sick  or  diseased  seal, 


Only  f'eniales  leave 
islands  ibr  food. 


Pups  helpless. 


Swim  only  when  6 
weeks  old. 
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(ii)      tliroiigh 

IHISMI'M. 


Die 


IIuIIh  I'liHt  tiu  rook- 
eries. 


T  Im'Uj'VO  the  seals  i'oinci  to  tlio  islaiids  tVoni  the  soutliwanl,  aiul  when 
tlu'.v  U'sivc  in  N<»v»'iiil)«'r  or  Dfci'inbor  tliev  n<)  soutli- 
Wiinl  tlii<ni<;li  tlic  pussrs  of  tht'  Aleiitiaii  Ishimls  and 
into  tin-  Pacific  Ocean.  I  believe  tlie  l)ulls  do  not  eat 
or  drink  daring'  tlieir  tlire«'  to  tour  niontlis'sojonrn  on 
the  island  anil  1  know  tliey  take  litth'  if  any  rest  or 
sleep. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  any  more  tronble  to  manage  the  seal  herd  than 
it  is  to  manage  some  of  the  herds  of  cattle  1  have      noni.Nti.  .iiiuaeier 
seen  in  California,  and  of  the  two  the  seals  seem  tome  ofu'i'i"- 
tamer  an<l  less  afraid  of  the  natives,  to  whom  they  are  aeenstomed. 

We  could  now,  as  we  alwjiys  did  in  the  past,  handle  the  young  pups 
in  the  fall.  VV«'  can  care  for  an<l  prote<*t  the  nmture  seals  as  well  as 
the  cattle  on  the  ranges  are  cared  for  and  protected,  and  if  they  conld 
be  guarde<l  from  thw  hunt&rs  in  the  sea  we  couhl  by  good  management 
again  make  the  rookeries  as  larg<'  as  before. 

After  careful  incpiiry  among  our  oldest  jioopleand  Aveighingmy  own 
experience  and  observations,  1  believ«*  the  decrease  of 
the  Alaskan  fur-seal  is  due  altogether  to  pelagic  hunt-   J,i;;'f ,lr TiolliX!'"'^ 
in"'. 

Simeon  Melovidov. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  oflHcer  empowered  to  adnn'n- 
ister  oaths,  under  section  197<»,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States, 
this  10th  day  of  June,  iSUli,  it  St.  Paul  island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  II.  Williams, 
Treasury  Agent  in  charge  ISeal  Islands. 


i 
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DeposUion  of  J.  G.  Rcdpalh,  agent  of  lessees  on  St.  Paul  Island. 

HABITS,  MANAOEMENT,  AND  KULES  OF  FUU  COMPANIES.-PELAGIU  SEALING, 

\St.  Paul  Island,  Pribilof  Group, 

Alaska,  U.  S.  A.,  ss:  \ 

J.  C.  Kedpath,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  I  am  forty-eight  (48)  years 
of  ag<;.  At  present  1  am  a  resident  of  St.  Paul  Island,  Alaska.  I 
have  resided  on  the  Seal  Islands  of  St.  George  and 
St.  Paul  since  my  first  coming  to  Alaska  in  187").  ^''i"'-'™''^' 
My  present  o(!cupation  is  that  of  lo(!al  agent  on  St.  Paul  Island 
for  the  present  lessees,  the  North  American  Commercial  Comi>any.  I 
have  a  ]uacti(!al  knowledge  of  and  am  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  habits  and  conditions  of  the  fur-seal  as  it  exists  on  the  Pribih)f 
Islands  of  St.  George  and  St.  I*aul,  and  also  of  the  methods  adopted 
and  practiced  in  the  taking  of  the  skins,  and  of  the  several  eftbrts 
made  by  the  former  and  present  lessees,  as  experience  taught  them,  to 
increase  the  herd  and  to  build  up  the  rookeries  and  perjjetuate  seal 
life.  L  have  had  a  personal  experience  of  seventeen  seasons  on  the 
killing  grounds  in  dirterent  situations,  from  that  of  seal-clubber  to  fore- 
man, several  years  of  which  1  have  been  the  resident  local  agent. 
My  position  as  local  agent  has  led  me  to  make  a  careful  study  of  the 
seal  question,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  repcn-t,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
general  agent  of  the  lessees  the  resnlt  of  my  observations. 
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Arrival  of  hulls. 


Tlio  Aliiskiiii  (ur  soiil  isii  iiiitivcol  tlio  Pribilof  lslllIl(ls,nlMl.lml^'Hs])l•e- 
s.•al8a^.•1mtiv.»^o^  vented,  will  retuiii  to  tlioso  islands  every  ,v«'iir  witli  the 
I'rii.iii.i  isinn.is.         ie}iuliirity<>t' tlie  sciisoiis.    All  tliepeciiliiuities  ot'imtiire 
sr.iii.  niiiin  f..  the  tliiic  suiifMind  tln'  I'libilof  (.J loup of  Isliiiids, siicli  ns low 
IhIuii.Ih. v.iv  v.ar.      .,,„|,.v(.|i  ti'iiipeiature, tb;>, niist , iuid iu'riM'tiially<'l(»uded 
sky,  seem  to  indicat*'  tlicir  litiiess  and  adai>tal)ility  as  a  home  for  the 
Alaskan  t'urseal;  and  with  an  instinet  bordering  on  reason  they  Inive 
seleeted  these  lonely  and  barren  islands  as  the  t'lioieest  sjxits  of  earth 
........     uiion  whi<'h  to  assemble  an<l   dwell   tocetlu'r  dnrint? 

Ufi|\ri|t|     |'r|ll|l<|t      IH-  ^^ 

]aii<issixiii(>iitiiH.        their  six  months*  stay  on  land;    and   annually  they 

Journey  aeross  thousands  of  miles  ui'  ocean,  and  jtass 

hundredsof  islands,  without  i>ause  or  rest,  until  they  come  to  the  place 

of  their  birth.    And  it  is  a  well  established  fact  that 

Haul  lip  only  on   npou  uo  otluT  huul  in  the  world  do  the  Alaskan  fur-seal 

haul  out  ot  water. 

Early  in  May  the  bulls  ai)proach  the  islands  and  after  cautiously  and 

carefully  ri'connoiteriu}''  the  surroumlings  haul  out  and 

select  their  stations   on   the  rookeries,   where    they 

patiently  await  the  coming  of  the  cows.    When  they  first  appear  npou 

the  rookeries  the  bulls  are  fat  and  sleek  and  very  ajigressive,  but  af.er  a 

sttay  of  from  tlin'c  to  four  months,  without  food,  tliey  crawl  away  fnmi 

the  rookeries  in  a  very  lean  condition.     In  my  «>pinion, 

Bulls  return  to  Himic  the  bull  seal  retunis  to  the  spot  he  occupied  tin*  pre- 

SDot  evorv  year.  ■,.  i     i    i  l-  i    ■       i  i 

'  '  (iednig  years,  and  1  know  ot  several  instaiH'es  where 

he  could  be  distinguished  by  the  loss  of  an  eye  or  a  Hipper,  in  which 
he  actually  did  return  for  a  series  of  years  to  the  same  spot. 
The  mother  seals  or  cows  commence  to  haul  out  about  June  l()th,and 
nearly  all  of  them  are  on  the  rookeries  by  July  ir»th,  and 
I  believe  they  luiug  forth  their  young  almost  immedi- 
ately after  reaching  their  places  on  the  rookeries.     When  the  pup  is 
from  tour  to  six  days  old,  the  mother  goes  into  the 
water  for  food  and,  as  time  passes,  her  stay  becomes 
longer,  until  finally  she  will  be  a\ 'ay  from  her  pup  for 
several  days  at  a  time,  and  sometimes  for  a  whole 
week.    During  these  longer  migrations  she  often  goes 
200  miles  from  the  rookery,  and  I  have  been  informed 
by  men  who  were  engaged  in  the  trade  of  pelagic  hunting  that  they 
ha«l  taken  "mothers in  milk"  at  a  distance  of  over  200  miles  from  the 
Seal  Islands. 
No  cow  will  nurse  any  pup  but  her  own,  and  I  have  often  w.atched 
the  pu])8  attempt  to  suck  cows,  but  they  were  always 
driven  oft";  and  this  f^ict  convinces  me  that  the  cow 
recognizes   her  own  pup  and  that  the  pup  does  not 
At  birth  and  for  several  weeks  after,  the  pup  is  utterly 
helpless  and  entirely  dependent  on  its  dam  for  suste- 
nance; and  should  anything  prevent  her  return  during 
this  period  it  dies  on  the  rookery.    This  has  been  dem- 
onstrated beyond  a   doubt  since  the  sealing  vessels 
have  operated  largely  in  Jiering  Sea  during  the  months  of  July,  Au- 
gust, and  September,  and  which,  killing  the  cows  at  the  feeding  grounds, 
left  the  pups  to  die  on  the  islands. 
At  about  five  weeks  old  the  pups  begin  to  run  about  and  congregate 
in  bunches  or  "pods;"  and  at  0  to  8  weeks  old  they  go 
into  the  shallow  water  ami  gradually-  learn  to  swim. 


Arrival  of  oowrt. 


Birth  of  pups. 
Fouiales  feiMling. 

Motliors  killod   200 
miiuH  I'rutii  islniitl.i. 


Femalos  nurse  only 
tlit'ir  own  pups. 

know  its  dam. 

Pups  utterly  help- 
less. 

Dy  injt  from  neglei't . 


I'nps 
swiju. 


learning    to 


They  are  not  am^thibious  when  born,  nor  can  they  swim  for  several 
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Ni.t 

list. 


nnipliililiiiit  at 


Ariiviil  of  l)a(licl(ir.s 


IfiiliitH  of  liiii'liclors. 


w«M'l\S  tliert'iif'tJT,  and  \v«'V<'  flicy  put  into  tlio  water 
wonld  poiiMli  beyond  a  doubt,  as  liiis  been  well  estub- 
lislu'd  by  the  drowuinj;'  of  pujis  eiiuj;lit  by  tin-  surf  in 
sliuiny  weiither.     After  leiirnin};'  to  swim  tlie  jtups  .still  draw  tlieir  sus- 
tenance fr<HU  the  cows,  and  I  have  noticed  at  the  annual  lvillin<>'  of  pups 
tor  food  in  i!^ovend)er  that  their  stomachs  were  always  full  of  milk  and 
nothing'  else,  althouj^h  the  cows  had  left  the  Island  som»'  days  before. 
I  have  no  knowh'dji'e  of  the  pups  obtaining'  sustenance 
of  any  kind  except  that  furnished  by  tlii'  cows;  nor  .J,,*,';,!;.',";';,',',';."'  "" 
have  I  ever  seen  anythiiif;  but  niUk  in  a  dead  luijt's 
stomach.    The  young  nuiles,  from  2  to")  years  old,  whose  skins  are  taken 
by  the  lessees  bejiin  to  haul  (Uit  on  laiul  in  May  and 
they  c(»ntinue  to  haul  out   till  .Iidy.     They  hei'd   by 
themselves  during  the  months  of  May,  .lune,  and  fluly, 
and  they  do  this  because,  durinj^-  the  breedinj;'  season, 
they  dare  not  ai»proach  the  breeding  rookeries  or  the  bulls  w(Mi1<1  de- 
stroy them.     IJeing  thus  «lebarred  from  a  position  on  the  breeding 
r<>okeries  or  from  intermingling  with  the  cows,  they  herd  together  ou 
the  hauling  grounds,  where  they  are  easily  approached 
and  surnmnded  by  the  natives,  who  drive  them  to  the   '^'""'" 
killing  grounds  without  disturbing  the  breeding  ro<)keries. 

Young  males  killed  in  May  and  June  when  examined  are  found  to  be 
in  prime  c<)ndition,  and  their  stomachs  are  tilled  with 
flsli — principally  codfish — but  those  killcl  later  in  the 
season  are  found  to  be  ])oor  and  lean  and  tiicir  stomachs 
empty;  which  shows  that  the  nuiles  rarely  leave  the 
islands  for  food  during  the  sununer  \.  »ntlis. 

Statute  law  forbids  the  killing  o(    .^e  female  seal,  and  nature  regii 
lates  the  matter  so  that  there  is  no  danger  of  their 
'oeing  driven  or  killed  during  the  regular  kiJling  season, 
which  takes  jdace  in  June  and  July  when  all  tlie  '* kill- 
ing for  skins"  is  done;   and  after  all  jny  experience  here  T  am  free  to 
say  that  a  small  fraction  of  one  per  cent  would  represent  all  the  females 
kille<l  on  the  islands  since  thev  became  the  propertv  of  the  United 
States. 

The  compact  fandly  arrangement  so  temu'iously  adhered  to  during 
the  breeding  season  becomes  relaxed  in  August,  and 
the  females  scatter,  and  a  few  of  them  mix  u]*  with  the  b/'nc"hirni''"''''*"°'^ 
young  males,  and  when  the  natives  make  a  drive  for 
food  it  occasionally  happens  that  a  female  will  accompany  the  males,  and 
sometimes  one  or  two  may  be  aciddeutally  killed.    1  use 
the  word  "accidentally"  advisedly,  because  there  is  no     Females  less  vain- 
good  reasou  why  the  natives  or  the  lessees  should  kill  HkinswiVuZi'.* ''  *"' 
a  female  seal  designedly,  as  the  skin  is  of  no  more  use 
or  value  (if  so  much),  nor  its  tlesh  as  good  for  food,  as  is  that  of  the 
male.    And,  excepting  accidents,  it  is  a  fact  that  no 
ieuiale  seals  are,  or  ever  w^ere,  killed  ou  the  I'ribilof  oiTisiamu"'*'*  ''"''''' 
Islands  sin  e  American  rules  and  regulaticms  were  es- 
tablished there. 

Tlie  regular  killing  season  for  skins  under  the  lease  begins  on  June 
1st  and  ends  practically  on  the  last  of  July;  and  dur- 
ing this  period  the  first-class  Alaskan  fur-seal  skins 
are  taken.  The  seals  are  driven  from  the  hauling  to  the  killing  grounds 
by  experienced  natives  under  the  orders  of  the  native 
Chief,  and  the  constant  ai  u  and  object  of  all  concerued 
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is  to  exorcise  the  }»i'eatest  care  in  drivinjj,  so  tliat  tlio 
Care  of  Heals.  juiiiiials  may  not  be  injuie«l  or  abused  in  any  manner. 

As  the  regulations  require  the  lessees  to  pay  for  every  skin  taken 
from  seals  killed  by  the  orders  of  their  local  agents,  and 
as  the  skhiof  an  overheated  seal  is  valueless,  it  is  (mly 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  they  would  be  the  last  men 
living  to  encourage  ov  aHow  their  emidoyes  to  overdrive  or  in  any  man- 
ner injure  the  seals.     I  know  that  the  orders  given  to 
I'oMitivt!  onicrs  of  jne,  as  local  agent,  were  always  of  the  most  positive 
niiiipany  to  protwt  ^^^^^  emphatic  kiiul  on  this  point,  and  they  were  always 
obeyed  to  the  letter.    Instead  of  overdriving  or  neg- 
lecting the  seals  the  lessees  have  endeavored  to  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  shorten  the  distances  between  the  hauling  and  killing  grounds, 
or  between  the  hauling  grountls  and  the  salt  house. 

Before  the  Alaska  Connnercial  Company  leased  the  seal  islands  in 
1.S70,  it  was  a  common  practice  to  drive  seals  from  North  East  Point  to 
the  Village  on  St.  I'aul  Island,  a  distance  of  12  miles,  and  from  Zapad- 
nie  to  the  Village  on  St.  George  Island,  a  distance  of  (>  miles,  across  a 
very  rough  and  rugged  country. 

From  Halfway  point  and  from  Zapadnie  on  St.  Paul 
anajiinion  .  Island,  scals  were  driven,  respectively,  5  and  G  miles. 

When  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  took  control  of  the  islands 
the  drive  from  North  East  point  was  prohibited,  and  a  salt  house  iind 
other  necessary  buildings  erected  within  2  miles  of  the  killing  ground, 
and  all  the  skins  taken  there  were  salted  and  stored  and  shijjped  tr.tm 
North  East  Point.  In  1879  a  killing  ground  was  made,  and  a  salt  house 
built  at  Halfway  Point,  within  2  miles  of  the  hauling  grounds,  and  all 
skins  taken  at  the  Point  are  salted  there.  At  Zapadnie,  the  same  year, 
a  killing  ground  was  made  within  a  mile  of  the  hauling  ground,  and  the 
skins  taken  there  ai-e  taken  to  the  Vil'age  salt  house  in  boats,  or,  when 
the  weather  is  unfavorable,  by  team  anil  wagon. 

Since  1878  there  has  not  been  a  drive  made  on  St. 
"^  ^  "^"  Paul  Island  to  exceed  2  miles.     At  Zapailnie,  St. 

George,  a  salt  house  was  built  about  1875,  and  the  ti  mile  driv<^  pro- 
hibited, and  a  trail  made  at  great  expense  across  the  Island,  over  which 
the  skins  are  taken  on  pack  saddles  to  the  Village.  Since  1874  no  seals 
have  been  driven  on  St.  George  Island  to  exceed  2i  miles. 

.    .^jjg^  Although  the  seals  are  comparatively  tame  after  be- 

ing <m  the  lan«l  for  a  short  time,  and  do  not  get  scared 
so  easily  as  is  comm<mly  sui)posed,  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Treasury  Department  are  very  strict  on  the  question  of  absolute  pro- 
tection to  the  seals  on  the  Islands,  and  the  Treasury  Agents  have  always 
most  rigidly  enforced  them. 

It  is  unlawful  to  tire  a  gun  on  the  islands  from  the  time  the  first  seal 
ap])ears  in  the  spring  until  the  last  one  leaves  at  the 
end  of  the  season ;  and  in  order  to  pr«>perly  enforce  this 
law,  the  firearms  are  taken  from  the  natives  and  locked  up  in  the  Gov- 
ernment house,  in  care  of  the  Treasury  Agents. 
No  i^erson  is  allowed  to  go  near  a  rookery  unless  by  s])ecial  order  of 
the  Treasury  Agent;  and,  when  driving  from  the  haul- 
ing grounds  the  natives  are  forbidden  to  sm(>ke  or  make 
any  unusual  noise,  or  to  do  anything  that  might  dis- 
turb or  frighten  the  seals.    All  driving  is  done  when  tlu;  weather  is 
^j,,jy.  cool  and  moist,  and  when  the  <'ondifi(ui  of  the  weather 

denujuils  it,  the  drives  ai'c  made  in  the  cool  of  the  night; 
and  in  no  case  are  seals  driven  at  a  higher  rate  of  speed  than  about 
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half  a  mile  aii  hour.  So  carefully  is  the  driving  done  that  it  han  hocu 
found  necessary  to  divide  the  native  drivers  into  several  "watclies" 
which  relieve  each  other  on  the  road,  because,  the  i>ace  being  so  slow, 
the  men  get  cold. 

From  1875  to  1.SS3  i(  was  no  nnconnnon  thing  for  the  lessees  to  take 
the  annual  (juota  of  10(),(MM>  skins  between  June  1st  an«l 
July  20,  and  yet  there  was  no  sign  of  any  decrease,  but 
rather  an  expansion  of  most  of  the  rookeries. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  be  able  to  say  how  many  seals  there  are,  or  ever 
were,  on  the  rookeries;  nor  do  1  believe  anybody  else  can  tell;  for  the 
rookeries  are  so  broken  and  filled  wit ii  rocks  it  is  impossible  to  esti- 
mate the  number  of  seals  ui»on  them  with  any  approach  to  accuracy. 
The  lines  of  expansicm  and  contraction  are  plain  enough,  and  can  be 
seen  and  understood  by  the  whole  community. 

Until  1884  sealing  schooners  were  seen  but  very  seldom  near  the  is- 
lands or  in  Bering  Sea,  and  the  few  seals  taken  by  the 
hunters  who  raided  the  rookeries  occasionally  are  too 
paltry  to  be  seriously  considered,  because  the  raids 
were  so  tcAV,  and  the  facilities  fin-  taking  many  seals  oft' so  utterly  in 
siguificaut.    In  1881  the  sealing  schooners  became  num- 
erous.   I  believe  there  were  about  thirty  in  the  sea  that 
year,  and  they  have  increased  very  rapidly  every  y«'ar 
since,  until  now  they  are  said  to  be  about  (me  hundred  and  twenty. 
As  the  schooners  increased  the  seals  decreased,  and  the 
lines  of  contraction  on  the  rookeries  were  noticed  to 
draw  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  beach,  and  the  killable 
seals  became  fewer  in  numbers,  and  harder  to  find.     In  188()  the  de- 
crease was  so  plain  that  the  natives  and  all  the  agents     .,   ,   ,  , 
on  the  islands  saw  it  and  were  startled ;  and  theoru^s  of  isso. 
all  sorts  were  advanced  in  an  attempt  to  account  for  a 
cause. 

A  dearth  of  bulls  on  the  breeding  rookeries  was  a  pet  theory  of  one 
or  tw'o  transient  visitors,  but  it  only  neeeded  a  tlun'ough     xhoorics 
investigation  of  the  condition  of  the  rookeries  to  con- 
vince the  most  skejttical  that  there  were  jdeuty  of  bulls,  and  to  span', 
and  that  hardly  a  cow  could  be  found  on  the  rookeiies  without  a   pup 
at  her  side. 

For  five  years  1  have  given  this  particular  subject  my  most  earnest 
attention,  and  every  succeeding  year's  exi)erience  has      „    ,     .,    , ,  „ 
convin<!ed  me  that  there  is  not,  and  never  was,  a  dearth 
of  bulls.     The  theory  of  inipotcncy  of  the  young  bulls  bectiuseof  ov«'r 
driving  when  young  '\h  not  worthy  of  consideration  by 
any  sane  or  honest  man  who  has  ever  seeen  a  bull  seal      v^<>iiii«  bulls  not  im- 
on  a  breeding  ro()kery ;  and  as  I  have  already  answered  '"No'oVoniiiving. 
the  question  of  over  driving  I  will  only  add  here  that 
no  young  bull  ever  goes  upon  a  breeding  rookery  until  he  is  able  to 
tight  his  way  in,  and  an  iinpoteiif  bull  has  no  desire  to  fight,  nor  could 
he  win  a  position  on  the  rookery  were  he  to  attempt 
ii .    The  man  is  not  alive  who  ever  saw  a  six  or  seven 
year  old  bull  seal  Impotent. 

Another  theory,  equally  untrue,  was  that  an  epid«'mic  had  seized 
the  herd;  but  investigations  of  the  closest  kind  have       v,,,,  ,i,i,. 
never  revealed  the  death,  on  the  islands,  of  a  full  grown       "  " ' '' " "" ' 
seal  from  unknown  causes.     Let  it  be  remend)ered  that  the  flesh  of 
the  seal  is  the  staple  diet  of  the  natives  and  that  it  is  eaten  daily 
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by  most  of  tlie  wliite  einploy«''.s  as  well;  imd  yet  it  is  true  that  a  sign 

of  taint  or  disease  has  never  been  found  on  a  seal  ear- 

©"mi'pupb. '''"""    ^"'^^  '"  t''<^  uieniory  of  man.    It  was  not  until  so  many 

thousands  of  «lead  pups  were  found  upon  tiie  rookeries 

that  the  problem  was  solved. 

The  truth  is  that  when  the  <'ow8  j>o  out  to  the  feedinjj  grounds  to 
feed  they  are  sliot  and  killed  by  the  pelagic  hunter,  and  the  pups,  de- 
prived of  sustenance,  die  upon  the  rookeries.     Excepting  a  few  imps 
killed  by  the  surf  o(!easionally  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  all  the 
pups  found  dead  are  poor  and  starved,  and  when  examiiu'd  their 
stomachs  are  found  to  be  without  a  sign  of  food  of  any 
wm^Tu^uiiinim.''''™^  sort.    In  1891  the  rookeries  cm  St.  I'aul  Island  were 
covered,  in  places,  with  <lead  pups,  all  of  which  had 
every  symi)tom  of  having  died  of  hunger,  and  on  opening  several  of 
them  the  stomachs  were  found  to  be  empty. 
The  resident  physician,  Dr.  Ackerly,  examined  many  of  them  and 
found  in  every  instance  that  starvation  was  the  cause 
of  death.    The  lowest  estimates  made  at  the  time  plac- 
ing the  number  of  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries  at  25,000 
is  too  high. 
It  has  been  said  that  man  can  do  nothing  to  facilitate  the  propagation 
of  the  fur-seal.    My  experience  does  not  support  this. 
ii/'^II^Mfiutel"  *othtT    The  reservation  of  females  and  the  killing  of  the  sur- 
wist!  the  bulls  kill  pj^^j^  malcs,  SO  that  each  bull  can  have  a  reasonable 
number  of  cows,  is  more  advantage  to  the  growth  ot 
the  rookerres  than  when  in  a  state  of  nature  bulls  killed  each  other  in 
their  ettbrts  to  secure  a  single  cow. 
The  same  care  can  be  and  is  exercised  In  the  handling  and  manage- 
ment of  the  seal  herd  as  is  bestowed  by  a  ranchman 
HiiVis""'*''*'  ""*'"*  "'upon  his  baiuls  of  ranging  stock,  and  is  productive  of 
like  results.    The  seals  have  become  so  accustomed  to 
the  natives  that  the  presence  of  the  latter  does  not  disturb  them.    The 
]mps  are  easily  handled  by  the  natives,  and  formerly,  when  used  as  an 
article  of  food,  thousands  of  pups  were  actually  picked  up  and  exam 
ined,  in  accordance  with  Government  iMMpiirement,  to  avoid  the  killing 
of  a  female.    So  easily  are  the  seals  controlled  that,  when  a  drive  of 
"bachelors"  is  mil de  to  the  killing  grounds,  a  guard  of  two  or  three 
small  boys  is  suHicient  to  keei>  them  from  straying,  and  from  the  gen- 
eral band  any  number  from  one  upwards  can  be  readily  cut  out.     it  is 
possible  in  tlie  future,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  to  reserve  unmolcvstcd 
suitable  areas  to  serve  as  breeding  grounds;  to  set 
aside  each  year  a  propoi'  number  of  young  males  for 
future  service  upon  the  rookeries,  and  by  the  applica- 
tion of  the  ordinary  stock-breeding  principles  not  only 
to  i»erpetuate  but  to  rajudly  increase  the  seal  herd. 
To  one  who  has  spent  so  many  years  among  the  seals  as  I  have  and 
who  has  taken  so  nuich  interest  in  them,  it  does  appear  to  be  wrong- 
that  they  should  be  allowed  to  be  so  ruthlessly  and 
indiscriminately  slaughtered  by  pelagic  hunters,  wlio 
SC'    re  only  about  one-fourth  of  all  they  kill.    There  is  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  unless  immediate  protection  be  given  to  the 
jvotoctiou    noies.   Alaskau  fur-seal  the  species  will  be  practii;ally  de- 
stroyed in  a  very  few  years;  and  in  order  to  protect 
them  pelagic  hunting  nuist  be  absolutely  prohibited. 

N.  H. — Thefor«'going  is  substantially  the  same  testimony  that  I  gave 
to  the  commissioners  who  visited  the  islands  in  18!>1. 

J.  C.  Kedpatu. 
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Suliscribcd  and  .sworn  to  bet'oro  nio,  an  officer  <'nipo\vo(l  to  administer 
oatli.s  nndcr  .section  1070,  Revised  Statutes  of  the  Ignited  States,  on 
this  the  3d  day  of  June,  18t>2,  at  St.  I'anl  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  H.  Williams, 
Tveanury  Agent  in  Charge  of  Seul  Islands. 


Beposition  of  leorge  H.  Temple,  assistant  agent  of  lessees  on  Ht.  Paul 

Island. 

habits.    management. 

State  of  Vermont, 

County  of  Orange,  ss: 

George  II.  Temple,  having  been  <luly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
32  years  old;  a  native  of  Vermont,  where  I  now  reside. 
I  was  bred  to  the  <K!eiipation  of  farnnng,  and  am  at 
present  a  hardware,  merehant  in  my  native  town  of  Itandolph. 

From  1880  to  1882  I  was  employed  by  the  Alaska  Coninienial  Coni- 
I)any  at  St.  Paul  Lslaud,  Alaska,  as  assistant  agent,  and  in  that  position 
became  familiar  with  the  work  of  handling,  driving,  and  herding  the 
killable  seal.s,  Jind  with  the  habits  and  peculiarities  of  the  breeding 
se.als  on  tlie  rookeries,  both  of  which  have,  in  tlie  niain,be«'n  accurately 
and  intelligently  described  by  II.  W.  Klliott  in  his  "  Rei)ort  on  tlu>  Seal 
Islands  of  Alaska,"  published  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  Census 
OflBce,  1884.  I  thnik  he  might,  however,  have  made  his  description  of 
the  animals  and  the  manner  of  obtaining  their  skins  for  market  more 
intelligible  to  the  ordinary  reader  by  foUowing  more  closely  the  analogy 
between  the  seals  and  farm  animals,  which  invariably  strikes  the  ob- 
server who  is  ftimiliar  with  the  rearing,  handling,  and  slaughtering  of 
both. 

A  farmer  on  going  to  the  seal  islands  at  once  notices,  as  1  did,  that  the 
term  "seal  hunting,"  so  called,  convevs  no  idea  of  the 
business  of  taking  seals  for  their  skins  as  it  is  there  of^*','.";',""'  '■''»'-'"^"'- 
carried  on.  It  is  in  no  sense  "hunting,"  the  work  of 
bringing  in  for  slaughter  from  their  accustometl  haunts  and  slaying 
su«'h  number  of  killable  seals  from  day  to  day  as  will  serve  as  a  day's 
work  for  those  engaged  in  the  killing  being  in  no  way  ditlerent  from 
that  pursued  by  the  farnu'r  in  driving  up  his  farm  herd  and  selecting 
and  killing  such  as  he  sees  tit;  the  only  difference  being  that,  in  the 
<'.ase  of  the  seals,  the  pasture  in  which  they  feed  is  the  broad  ocean,  <mt 
of  which  the  seal  farmer  can  not  drive  them.  He  nuist  wait  until  they 
come  on  sIku'c;  but  he  can  count  with  absolute  certainty  on  their  c«>m- 
ing  within  his  reach  in  due  time,  provided  t)nly  their  natural  enemies 
oppose  them,  and  they  are  spared  while  at  sea  by  their  human  enemies, 
who  may,  with  perfect  propriety,  be  termed  "seal  hunters." 

The  analogy  can  be  further  profitably  foUowed  bycomi)aringthe  system 
usually  pursued  in  breeding  domestic  aninmls  with  the 
methods  adopted  by  the  late  lessees  of  the  seal  fisheries  ....tnltis"""*  '"  '""" 
in  preserving  all  the  female  seals,  and  enough  nuiles  for 
breeders,  and  al.so  in  their  niannt'r  of  <lriving,  yarding,  herding,  select- 
ing for  slaughter  and  for  breeding,  hamlling  the  young,  an«l  generally 
in  the  nninagement  of  the  herd;  the  exception  in  this  respect  being 
found  chiefly  in  the  fact  that  the  seals,  after  they  are  a  few  months  old, 
can  not  be  nuinipulated  with  the  hands,  because  of  their  pr«»pensity  to 
bite,  but  must  be  always  kept  at  aim's  length  by  the  herdmau't:^  seal 
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eliil),  ill  tlieuso  of  wliicli  he  bec<nii(|s  so  expert  tliat,  witlioiit  shikiiij;'  the 
Heal  or  in  any  way  injuring'  him,  lie  protects  himself  most  tlioronjihly 
against tlie  snappinj;'  Jaws  and  sharp  teeth  by  which  he  is  eonfronte<l. 

Before  the  yonnji'  seal  leaves  the  island  for  the  first  time,  in  the  year 

^  of  liis  birth,  he  is  less  vicions,  or  less  exjiert  in  the 

ouiijfsftas  ami'.    ^^^  of  his  teeth,  and  may  be  picked  npby  the  flippers, 

or,  if  necessary,  marked  or  branded;  and  at  the  proper  season  of  the 

year  I  think  S(l  or  00  per  cent  of  all  the  young  conld  be  bronght  up 

from  the  beaelies  and  so  dealt  with. 

I  make  these  statements  bec^ause  1  have  heard  it  said  that  the  sj'als 
are  wild  aninnils  and  can  not  be  identified  as  belonginfj'  to  any  i)artic- 
ular  herd  or  rookery  when  off  on  the  feedinj;'  grounds  where  they  are 
cai)tnred  by  the  nnvrine  seal  hnnters. 

I  again  visited  St.  Paul  Island  and  remained  there  several  days  in 

No  aaiiiago  by  les-  the  summcr  of  188"),  but  saw  no  evidence'  then,  or  when 

««L«-  formerly  on  the  island,  to  lead  me  to  think  that  the 

lessees  were  damaging  the  rookeries,  or  doing  anything  ditterent  from 

what  a  Judicious  regard  for  the  future  of  the  industry  wcmld  dictate. 

In  giving  this  evidence  I  am  as  free  from  prejudi<'e  as  is  i)ossible  when 
entertaining,  as  I  do,  a  feeling  that  the  late  lessees  treated  me  in  some 
nu'asnre  unjustly,  nor  have  I  any  interest  whatever  in  the  seals  or  the 
products  of  the  sealeries. 

It  is  asserted  by  ^Ir.  I'illiott,  in  a  report  niade  subse(iuent  to  that  above 
cited,  fnnn  which  I  have  seen  extracts,  that  permanent 
seals.  '"^"'^  *°  ""'^"  i".i"iy  I'L'snlts  to  tlic  male  seal  from  the  i)ractice  of  re- 
peatedly bringing  him  up  to  the  killing  grounds  and 
letting  him  go  again  because  of  some  defect  in  his  skin,  or  fnv  the 
reason  that  he  is  needed  as  a  breeder.  lie  does  not  say  what  he  saw 
among  tlie  old  males  to  Justify  any  such  coiu-lnsion,  and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it  is  warranted  by  the  facts.  When  the  seals  get  back  to  the 
water  after  a  long  drive,  they  are,  of  course,  considerably  fatigued,  but 
leap  as  gaily  as  usual  after  a  little  rest,  ami  play  with  their  fellows  on 
shore  with  their  accustomed  vivii'-ity  <mi  the  day  following  the  drive. 

There  are  always  some  disabled  seals  on  the  beaches  described  by 
Mr.  Elliott  as  "hospital  rookeries,''  where  those  nuiimed  in  the  con- 
flict for  supremacy  on  the  breeding  grounds  and  decrepit  old  males  too 
old  for  further  service,  haul  up  to  rest  and  heal  their  woun<ls.  The 
number  of  such  aninnUs  is  never  large  in  proportion  to  the  whole  herd, 
and  all  others  represent  the  highest  type  of  virility,  vigor,  and  strength. 

Geo.  II.  Tkmple. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  at  Randolph,  Verm(»nt,  this  l.'Uh  day  of 
June,  A.  D.  1892.    Before  nie, 

J.  B.  ELDllEDaE, 

[SEAL.]  Xotary  Piibliv, 


Deposition  of  Seth  aM.  Washburn,  assistant  affcnt  of  lessees  and  teacher  on 

*S7.  Faul  Island. 


manage3ient — habits. 

State  op  Vermont, 

County  of    Windsor,  ss: 

I,  Seth  M.  Washburn,  depose  an<l  on  oath  say:  That  I  am  42  years 
T,  of  age,  and  reside  in  Bethel,  VernM>nt,  wher«'  I  have  been 

Experience.  i         ^      •  ^   ....,        .  ,  ...         ,    .    .      .» 

a  nu'rchant  snu;e  l.s78.     I  Mas  born  in  Jlandolph,  Ver- 
mont, aud  lived  there  until  1874.   1  was  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal 
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I'lcuty  ot'ninlcs. 


School  of  Vermont,  and  in  1874  was  «'mi ployed  by  tlie  Alaska  Commercial 
Conii)any,  the  late  lessees  ofthe  Alaska  seal  Hsiieiies,  to  go  to  the  Island 
ofSt.  I'anl  of  the  Pribilol'}iroui>,as  Assistant  Agent  and  teacher.  1  went 
there  in  1S74  and  remained  continuously  until  1877,  my  residence 
there  covering  four  sealing  seasons.  ]\Iy  duties  as  Assistant  Agent  re- 
quired me  to  familiarize  myself  with  the  habits  of  the  seals,  the  manner 
of  driving  them  from  the  rookeries,  and  the  killing  them  and  preserv- 
ing their  skins.  In  doing  this  the  rookeries  were  under  my  daily  ob- 
seivation.  Moreover,  from  the  isolated  clmracti'r  of  the  life  on  St. 
I'anl  Island,  and  the  fact  that  the  whole  business  and  resources  of  the 
islanders  and  the  other  employes  of  the  lessees  were  based  on  the  seal 
lu'oduct,  the  habits  and  peculiariti«'s  of  these  animals  was  the  princi- 
pal and  overshadowing  subject  of  conversation  and  observation  among 
the  inhabitants. 

The  density  of  the  seal  population  on  the  rookeries  is  the  same  each 
season;  an  increase  of  seal  life  simply  «'xtends  the  space 
occupied  by  the  rookeries.  By  observing  each  year 
the  extent  of  ground  covered  with  breeding  seals,  and  comparing  it, 
one  year  with  another,  an  observer  can  easily  determine  whether  the 
seals  are  stationary,  increasing,  or  diminishing  in  numbers.  From 
year  to  year,  when  1  was  at  St.  I'anl,  the  number  of  seals  increased, 
and  the  increase  was  constant.  This  I  know  from  my  own  careful  ob- 
servation of  the  herds  and  rookeries,  and  1  estimate 
the  number  of  seals  at  St.  Paul,  in  1877,  at  ~>  to  10  per 
cent,  at  least,  greater  than  the  first  season  I  was  there  (1874). 

The  number  of  non-breeding  males  of  suitable  age  and  body  for  kill- 
ing was  in  each  year  largely  in  excess  of  the  number 
permitted  to  be  killed  by  the  lease,  and  was  plainly 
large  enough  to  replenish  in  due  time  the  stock  of  breeding  males  in 
such  numbers  that  the  entire  herd  was  enlarged  from  year  to  year  by 
a  gradual  and  healthy  increase.  These  facts  observed  by  nu^  were 
also  noted  by  the  natives  and  other  residents,  and  were  the  cause  of 
rejoicing  and  congratulatiim  am(uig  them. 

After  I  learned  the  business  one  of  my  duties  was  to  have  charge  of 
one  of  the  gangs  of  natives  engag«'d  in  driving  the 
seals  from  tlie  rookeries  to  the  killing  grounds  and 
there  slaughtering  them.     Such  seals  as  we  did  not  slaughter  for  their 
skins  were  allowed  to  return  at  will  to  the  rookeries  and 
were  in  no  way  injured  by  such  driving  and  return ;  on  .ir^^'f,',^,""* '"'"'''""'^ 
getting  back  to  the  place  whence  they  started  they 
were,  after  a  short  rest,  as  plaj  ful  and  acti\  e  as  ever.    The  seal  usually 
nmkes  one  rookery  his  home,  and  so  the  same  seal,  when  not  up  to  the 
standard  for  killing,  is  driven  several  times  in  one  season  to  the  killing 
grounds  to  find  his  way  back  to  the  rookery  when  those  suitable  for 
killing  have  been  dispatched.    They  are  as  fresh  for  the  succeeding 
journeys,  which  take  place  at  intervals  of  several  <lays,     ninimKomeiit 
as  for  the  first  one.    The  methods  of  the  lessees  in      *  """  '""'"  ' 
killing  their  quota  and  in  care  for  the  lueservation  of  the  great  body 
of  the  herd  were,  in  my  judgment,  as  judicious  as  could  be  taken. 

Every  member  <»f  the  entire  sea  herd  of  the  island  (except  the  new- 
born ])ups  in  the  first  three  or  fimr  weeks  of  their 
life)  ha<l,  when  1  was  there,  and,  1  understaiul,  still 
has,  immediate  money  value;  and  the  entire  herd  is,  each  season,  as 
wholly  and  completely  in  the  actual  power  and  possessive  control  of 
the  emi»loyes  of  the  1' «sees  iis  my  father's  ciittle  on  his  fiirm  were  in 
mine  when  1  was  a  boy  and  he  gave  me  charge  of  them.    The  only 
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tiling  to  prevent  the  immediate  eonversuui  of  tlie  entire  herd  into  mar- 
ketable slvins,  and  so  into  easli,  was  the  limit  of  the  eatch  im])osed  by 
the  terms  of  lease,  unless,  that  limit  beinjj  removed,  the  inhabitants 
were  possessed  of  for«'sight  and  publi(!  spirit  enouj^h  to  pieserve  the 
herd  for  their  own  future  profit  or  the  future  public,  good. 
The  seal  has  many  traits  of  a  domestie  animal,  and  his  birthplace  is 

so  certain  a  home  for  him  that,  in  its  habitable  s(^ason, 
Held"!"""'" '""""' "'  J'e  <loes  not  need  to  be  hunted,  but  can  J»e  found  tliere 

as  regularly  as  a  farmer's  (uittle  at  night.  To  me  it 
seems  a  pity  to  wastefully  destroy  his  useful  race  when  pasturing  in 
the  great  oceanic  international  common. 

Skth  M.  Washburn. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  at  Bethel,  V't.,  this  VMh  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1892,  before  me, 
[L.  s.j  Guy  Wilson, 

iiotary  I'ublic. 
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Deposition  of  George  R.  A  flams,  agent  of  lessees  on  St.  George  IslanH. 

management  and  pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

Vity  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

George  R.  Adams,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  aj.. 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  Paso  Ko- 
bles,  Cal.,  wiiere  I  am  emph)yed  in  general  busin(!ss.     Kxperience. 
1  lirst  went  to  Alaska  in  the  bark  Golden  Gate,  Cajitain 
Scammon,   June    10,  1865,    on  the  Ameriean  Telegraph    Expedition 
and    explored  the    country    about  Bering    Sea  fiom   St.   Michaels 
north  returning  in  Sei>tember,  18(»7.     In  the  spring  of  1808  I  returned 
to  Alaska  soon  after  its  purchase  by  tlie  United  States.    I  went  foi-  (he 
late  John  Parrott,  of  San  Francisco,  direct  to  the  islands  of  St.  Paul 
and  St.  George.    We  were  the  first  i»arties  who  went  to  those  islands 
after  the  purchase,  and  commenced  taking  seals  about 
the   1st  of  July.    We  and  other  parties  took  about  igi;'J*Vi,','"868  ^''"'"*'''' 
65,000  that  year  fi.om  St.  George  Island  alone.    We 
killed  no  females  except  by  accident,  for  the  reason  that  we  thought  at 
that  time  the  skins  of  females  were  worthless. 

No  sealing  was  done  at  the  Pribilof  Islands  during  the  seasons  of 
1869  and  1870  excei)t  for  food  for  the  nativ^es,  the  Gov-      j,^^   ^^ 
erument  having  declared  these  islands  a  reservation,  i»iamis?uiHOitaifai87o 
and  the  lessees  did  not  perfect  the  lease  in  time  to  ei^uopt fur  lood. 
commence  operations  that  year  (1870). 

From  the  start  I  was  employed  by  the  Alaska  Commercial  Comj)any 
and  remained  in  their  service  until  1876,  in  charge  of 
the  companies'  business  on  St.  George  Island.   In  1871 
we  took  25,000  seals  on  that  island,  and  the  regular 
quota  each  year  thereafter.    J)uring  the  season  of  1876 
1  was  in  charge  of  their  business  at  St.  Paul  Island. 
We  had  no  ditilculty  during  my  seven  years  residence 
at  the  island  in  obtaining  the  full  quota;  nor  could  I  discover  at  any 
time  any  diminution  of  the  number  of  seals  annually  hauling  u])  at  the 
island.    When  the  period  arrived  for  their  coming  to  land,  the  shore 
literally  swarmed  with  seal  life.    It  was  the  uniform 
policy  of  the  lessees  to  carefully  preserve  and  protect     Poiio.vofipggeos. 
tor  breeding  purposes  all  female  seals;  and,  as  their 
agent,  I  was  instructed  t«  exercise  all  possible  care  and  caution  for 
the  preservation  of  the  female  when  driving  or  killing 
I  observed  a  perceptible  increase  annually  in  the  num 
ber  of  females  arriving  at  the  island,  due,  in  my  judg- 
ment, to  the  care  exercised  by  those  charged  with  their  custody, 
was  also  instructed  to  use  the  greatest  care  and  cau- 
tion in  driving  and  killing  the  bachelor  seals  in  order 
not  to  injure  those  not  wauted  for  their  skins,  but  to 
drive  them  back  from  the  killing  grounds  into  the  sea. 


on 
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Poacliing  in  T>oring  Seta  had  not  bejjnn  in  tlioso  years,  and  it  was  a 

rare  tliiny:  to  find  a  di'ad  pnp  abont  tlie  slnn-es  or  on 

thMedaTH*"'''"*^    '"  tlic  roolvBries.    I  had  freqnent  occasion  after  tlie  close 

of  the  breeding  season  to  visit  all  parts  of  the  island, 

and  there  was  no  appearance  of  gannt  or  starved  seals.    Occasionally 

a  dead  pnp  was  ftmnd  that  had  been  crnshed  to  death  by  the  bnlls  in 

their  encounters  with  each  other. 

I  have  always  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  sejiling  indnstry,  and  felt 

a  great  desire  to  have  them  protected  from  destruction, 

iMiaid^'suuih!"!""^  ^^   ^"*^  I  ^^y^  without  hesitation,  that  the  great  decresise 

in  the  number  now  annually  arriving  at  the  seal  islands 

is  due  entirely  to  the  killing  of  female  seals  by  pelagic  hunters. 

It  has  been  my  custom  in  the  last  few  years  to  cxannne  the  logs  of 

sealing  vessels  and  to  converse  with  otticers  and  hunters 

Waste  of  nto  as  of  sucli  vcsscls  iu  Order  to  obtain  what  information  I 

}earn..i  iv.nn  vessels    ^.^^^^j^  ^^  ^^  ^j^^.  mctliods  cuiploycd  by  liuuters,  aud  the 

loss  of  seals  occasioned  in  such  pursuit.  From  the 
logs  I  learned  that  in  many  instances  one  hundred  rounds  of  anunu- 
niti<ni  had  been  fired  to  each  skin  secured,  and  often  more;  an<l  on  an 
average  I  found  that  not  over  five  seals  to  the  hundred  shots  had  been 
obtained.  The  logs  further  showed  that  a  large  number  had  been 
W(mnded  and  lost. 

T  also  ascertained  from  the  logs,  and  from  conversation  with  masters 
of  sailing  schooners,  that  not  one  seal  out  often  killed  or  wounded  had 
been  caught.    These  intpiiries  I  pursued  at  San  Francisco  until  (piite 
recently. 
The  chief  killing  by  poachers  was  done  between  the  passes  of  Aleu- 
tian Archipelago  and  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

I  have  no  exact  information  as  to  the  proportion  of 
male  and  female  seals  killed  by  pelagic  hunters,  but  it 
is  my  firm  conviction,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  habits 
of  the  males  in  not  leaving  the  islands  during  the 
breeding  season  and  the  well-known  fact  that  mother 
seals  go  great  distances  in  search  of  food  while  nursing 
their  young,  that  the  females  are  slaughtered  in  great  numbers  during 
their  journeys  to  and  from  the  islands  by  pelagic  hunters. 

George  E.  Adams. 
Sul)scribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  0th  day  of  April,  1892. 
[SEAL.]  E.  A.  Stowell, 

Notarn  Fuhlic. 
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Deposition  of  Harry  N.  Clark,  employe  of  lessees  on  St.  Oeerge  Island. 

management,  habits,  and  pelagic  sealing. 

State  op  California, 

County  of  Tehama,  ss: 
Harry  N.  Clark,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  am 
32  years  old,  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  now  a  resident 
of  Vina,  Tehama  County  Cal.,  and  by  occupation  fore- 
man of  vineyard  cultivation  at  Governor  Stanford's  Vina  Kanch. 

From  1884  to  1889,  inclusive,  I  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company  of  San  Francisco,  on  St.  George  Island,  Alaska,  en- 
gaged through  each  sealing  season  as"boss"of  a  gang  of  seal-hunters, 
and  in  the  winter,  excepting  that  of  18SG  and  1887,  as  teacher  and 
storekeeper  on  that  island. 
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riii^OH84iiii<l  1885. 

Siili.scci   Hilltdc- 


My  work  as  the  leader  of  tlie  "sealliif''  j^aiift"  gave  me  aa  porfoct 
oi)portunity  as  could  hv  liad  for  studying  the  habits  and  peculiarities 
of  the  seal  and  determining  tlie  best  m.mnei'  of  caring  for  them. 

The  condition  of  seal  life  was  the  prin(!ip{il  topic  of  discussion  and 
thought  during  the  summer  months,  and  the  only  (me  of  particular  in- 
terest. All  became  familiiir  with  it,  and  watched  «'very  change  in  the 
breeding  grounds  or  number  of  killable  seals  as  carefully  as  a  farmer 
watches  the  increase  or  decrease  of  his  Hocks  and  herds. 

The  compact  order  in  wliicli  the  breeding  seals  arrange  themselves 
upon  the  "rookeries"  upon  their  arrival  in  the  spring,  completely  till- 
ing the  ground  first  taken  before  spreading  over  adjoining  space,  en- 
ables one  to  see  at  a  glance,  as  the  season  advances,  whether,  if  he  re- 
members the  land  marks  to  which  they  tilled  cmt  in  former  years,  they 
have  grown  more  or  less  numerous. 

I  did  not  notice  any  falling  off  in  the  size  of  the  "rookeries"  from 
the  land  marks  to  which  they  came  when  I  first  saw 
them  during  the  first  two  years  I  was  on  the  island, 
and  all  agreed,  in  discussing  the  matter,  that  the  seals 
had  never  been  more  numerous  than  tliey  then  were; 
but  in  the  following  years,  and  particularly  in  18S8  and 
18S1),  no  other  oj)inion  was  heard  than  that  the  ani- 
mals had  very  greatly  diminished,  and  in  this  opinion  l  fully  coincided. 

Dead  "pup"  sesils,  which  seenu'd  to  have  starved  to  death,  grew 
verv  numerous  on  the  "rookeries"  these  latter  years;  „  , 
and  I  noticed  when  driving  the  "bachelor"  seals  for 
killing,  as  we  started  them  up  from  the  beach,  that  many  small  "pups," 
half  starved,  ai)parently  motherless,  had  wanden'd  away  from  the 
breeding  grounds  and  became  mixed  with  the  killable  seals.  The  na- 
tives called  my  attention  to  those  waifs,  saying  that  it  did  not  use  to 
be  so,  and  that  the  mothers  w<'re  dead;  otherwise  they  would  be  upon 
the  breeding  grounds. 

While  1  was  upon  the  island  the  seal  herd  was,  I  believe,  most  wisely 
managed,  so  far  as  we  were  able  to  control  them ;  but     ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ 
we  could  not  i)revent  the  destruction  which  was  carried      '  '"■'*'"■"""'  • 
on  by  Vi(!toria  and  San  Francisco  seal-hunters  from  vessels  and  boats 
beyond  our  n'ach. 

I  never  noti(!ed  any  disproportion  of  the  sexes  that  would  lead  me  to 
8U8i)ect  that  the  "bull"  seals  were  too  few,  nor  more 
than  an  occasional  barren  "cow."    These  latter  were  so  bcnvew\'*the'rx.'"!' 
few  as  to  excite  no  rennirk;  but  if  any  such  dispropor- 
tion did,  in  fact,  exist  in  1888  and  188{)  it  was  the  fault  of  those  who 
killed  them  at  sea,  because  it  never  occurred  at  all  until  the  marine 
hunters  became  numer(ms  and  aggressive.    1  mention  this  matter  here 
because,  since  I  left  the  islan*!,  1  have  heard  it  asserted  that  the  mis- 
management there  caused  the  decreas«^  of  seal  life.    The  management 
there  was  Just  such  as  I  wouhl  follow  if  all  the  seals  belonged  to  me. 

The  driving  of  the  male  seals  to  the  killing  grounds  was  done  very 
carefully.     If  the  weather  w^as  warm  or  dry  they  were     ^^_.  , 
allowed  ft'equent  opportunity  to  rest.    I  am  sure  the       "^  "^" 
driving  did  not  hurt  them  in  the  least. 

I  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  have  been  familiar  from  boyhood  with 
the  breeding  of  domestic  animals,  an<l  i)articularly  with  the  rearing 
and  management  of  young  animals;  hence  a  comi»arison  of  the  young 
seals  with  the  young  of  our  common  domestic  species  is  most  natural. 
From  my  experience  with  both  I  am  able  to  declare  positively  that  it 
is  easier  to  manage  and  handle  young  seals  than  calves  or  lambs. 
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Lar/jc!  iinmbers  cf  the  foriiuT  aro  rustoinaiily  driven  up  in  tliofall  l).v 
tiM' natives,  to  kill  a  certain  iiuinberfor  food,  ami  all  <<ml<l  be  "  rounded 
ni>''  as  the  prairie  cattle  are,  if  there  was  any  need  for  doinj;  so.  All 
,.  „.,,  ...  ,  the  iierd  so  driven  ar«'  lifted  ui>  one  by  one  and  exam- 
inland iiijikint:.  incd  as  to  se\,  and  whue  in  tins  position  each  could 
be  branded  or  marked  if  necessary. 

If  the  seal  rookeries  wore  my  |>ersoiial  property  I  should  rejiard  the 
task  of  brandiufi  all  tiie  young'  as  no  more  dil1i«'ult  or  onerous  than  the 
brandiii};  of  all  my  calves  if  1  were  engaged  in  breeding  cattle  ui>on 
the  ju-airies. 

The  same  tbrce  that  bas  heretofore  been  engaged  on  the  I'ribilof  Is- 
lands in  killing  seals  in  the  summer  could  easily  drive  up  and  brand,  in 
a  tew  days  in  the  fall  months,  all  the  "i»up"  seals  born  on  the  islsinds. 
The  ycmng  seals  at  birth  are  very  helpless.    They 
Bwiiir  '^'"'"'"*^  *"  can  not  swim  and  seem  to  have  no  di'sire  to  learn. 
When  they  are  six  or  seven  weeks  old,  if  the  beach  on 
which  they  lie  slopes  down  very  gradually  to  the  Mater  ami  the  waves 
roll  in  on  it,  they  will  voluntarily  commence  to  paddle  about  and  finally 
get  afloat  without  particular  urging  from  the  older  seals,  but  if  the 
rocks  are  abrupt  at  the  w.ater's  edge  the  old  ones  must  push  them  over 
into  the  sea  or  seize  them  by  the  ne<'k,  as  a  mother  cat  handles  her  kit- 
ten, and  drop  them  into  the  water  before  they  will  learn  to  swim.    In 
such  cases  the  "pups"  often  struggle  to  get  back  upon  land. 
During  my  stay  upon  St.  George  Island  several  attempts  were  made 
by  poachers  to  get  on  shore  and  steal  the  seal,  but 
they  succeeded,  as  far  as  1  am  aware,  only  on  three 
occasions,  and  in  all  those  three  1  do  not  think  they 
killed  more  than  1,200  or  1,500  seals,  including  pups.     If  any  others 
had  effected  a  landing  we  shouM  have  known  it,  for  the  rookeries  were 
constantly  watched  and  the  natives  are  very  keen  in  this  matter. 
J)uring  the  summer  months  fogs  enveloj)  the  seal  islands  or  cover 
ciinmto.  the  sea  a  short  distance  from  them  a  considerable  p5r- 

tion  of  the  time. 
Sealing  vessels  are  enabled  thereby  to  carry  on  their  work  without 

rioiiii.iiioii  witiiiu  'l*^^6^'t'0"  '»t  almost  any  point,  and  c<mld  and  would,  I 
a  Z..I1.'  tiiMiiit  islands  belicve,  cross  any  bcmiidary  line  that  might  be  drawn 
about  the  isla!:ds  and  catch  seals  at  will  inside  of  it. 

1  do  not  think  sealing  can  be  permitted,  with  safety 
to  the  rockeries,  in  any  part  of  the  sea.  If  the  sealers 
are  given  an  inch  they  will  take  an  ell  and  destroy  them. 

Haruy  K  Clark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  10th  day  of  May,  A.  I).  1892,  before  me. 

[SEAL.]  li.  HlLDEURANDT, 

Notary  Public. 


Hauls   uu 
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Deposition  of  Samuel  Falconer,  assiatant  Treasury  agent  in  charge  ofSt- 

George  Island. 


.    PltlKILOF  ISLANDS. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss: 

Samuel  Falconer,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes   and  says:    T  am  fil 

Experience  ycars  of  age,  and  am  now  a  wool  grower  by  occupation. 

^ly  residence  is   Falconer,    Mc Lean  County,  State  of 

North  Dakota.     In    1870,   in    the   month  of  October,  having  been 
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a|>)ioiiit(Ml  assistiiiit  Tn'iiMiry  niii'Ut  lor  tlic  seal  islands  in  licrinj; 
Sea,  I  |>n)r(>(><l<i(l  to  said  islands,  and  tVonithat  time  until  An;;nst,  1S7(», 
I  iPinained  constantly  in  cliarge  ofSt,  <l<'or;io  Island,  excoptinjidnrinj; 
tlu'  winter  of  l.S71-'75,  For  a  tinv  days  duriiif''  ••acli  one  of  these  years 
I  visiti'd  St.  Psinl  Island,  never  renniininfj  there  for  any  lenjjthof  time, 
however.  Ka<h  season  while  1  was  located  at  the  islands  I  made  a 
careful  exainimition  of  the  breeding  j^rounds  on  St. (lecnye  Island,  not- 
in}"'  particularly  the  areas  covered  by  them.  The  result  of  my  obs«'r- 
vations  was  that  there  was  marked  increase  in  these      ,  ... 

an-as  from  18(1  to  18(<»,  and  necessarily  a  ("orrespond-  inn  ;.'iniiinis  imm 
ing  increase  in  seal  life,  for  no  nnitter  whether  the  seals  "*"'  "*^" 
are  few  or  nniny  in  number  they  always  crowd  together  <ni  the  breed- 
iiifj  grounds  as  closely  as  possible.  In  my  Judgment  this  increase  was 
fully  2.")  per  cent.  One  fact  alone  pi'oved  conclusively  that  there  had 
been  a  considei'able  increase,  for  in  1871  1  noticed  passages  left  by  the 
old  bulls  through  the  breeding  grounds  for  the  ba<dielors  to  pass  to 
and  from  the  hauling  grounds  located  ba<'k  of  the  breeding  grounds. 
In  subse(iuent  years  tliese  passages  were  entirely  bh»cked  up  by  the 
breeders.  There  was  always  during  these  six  years  an 
excess  of  adidt,  vigorous  bidls,  for  breeding  purposes, 
an«l  large  nund)ers  of  these  hauled  up  back  of  and  about  the  breeding 
grounds  awaiting  an  opportuidty  to  take  the  place  of  some  wounded 
or  aged  bull  unable  longer  to  maintain  a  harem. 

In  187.'J  I  assisted  Prof.  Henry  W.  Fllliott  in  making  his  measure- 
ments and  estimates  of  the  innnber  of  seals  on  St. 
George  Island.  We  set  ui>  stakes  at  some  distance  ...n.'.'.llit,.;!!""'"'  "'" 
from  the  breeding  rookeries  while  they  were  occui)ie<l. 
Then  when  the  seals  were  gone  we  sighted  along  these  stakes  to  de- 
termine the  back  lines  of  the  rookeries  and  measured  the  areas  thus 
determined  with  a  tape  line,  usnig  our  Judgment  by  observing  the 
nature  of  the  ground  to  determine  the  curvature  of  tiiese  areas.  We 
then  calculated  fnun  our  observati(His  three  seals  to  a  s(piare  yai'd,  and 
multii>lying  the  yards  in  the  areas  measured  by  three  made  <mr  estimate. 
1  think  the  measurements  were  made  as  accurately  as  couhl  be  done 
by  the  means  and  instruments  employed;  however,  1  am  convinced 
that  no  estimate  of  any  kind,  no  matter  how  ac<'urately  the  mcasnre- 
nu^nts  are  made,  would  give  even  approximately  the  number  of  seals 
(m  the  island,  for  the  animals  are  constantly  in  motion,  coming  and 
going,  and  there  seems  to  be  almost  as  many  in  the  water  as  <m  land. 
It  is  as  imi)Ossible  to  estimate  them  as  it  is  to  estimate  a  swarm  of  bees. 
But  accurate  measurements  would  show  con<'Iusivcly,  if  nmde  from 
year  to  year,  whether  or  not  the  seals  were  increasing  or  decrensing. 

I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  having  seen  a  dead  pup  on  the  breeding 
grounds,  but  I  have  seen  a  c(msi<lerable  number  of  silver 
gray  pu])8 — that  is,  those  that  have  learned  to  s  .vim —  rooktiuT'  '"'**'  "° 
which  had  been  killed  by  being  dashed  against  the 
rocks  by  the  suit". 

While  I  was  on  the  island  I  became  familiar  with  the  methods  of 
driving  and  handling  the  biU'helor  seals  pursued  by  the 
natives,  who  were  the  only  persons  who  ever  drove,   aiiviMw.'"  "'"^  " '^^'^ 
handled,  or  killed  these  seals.    I  am  positive  the  meth- 
ods can  not  be  improved  ujjon,  and  that  if  no  other  agency  is  at  work  in 
destroying  seal  life  100,000  bachelor  seals  can  be  taken  ^^^^^^  ^ 
from  tiie  Pribilof  Islands  yearly  for  an  iiuletinite  period,   "  ""'"'""" 
provide<l  the  rookeries  were  in  the  same  con<lition  they  were  in  1S71. 
Of  this  1  am  convince<l  trom  the  fact  that  the  seals  continued  to  increase 
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(liiiiii;;  iill  tlio  tiiiH'  I  Wiis  uiMHi  tlic  isliiinls.  wIm'H  100,000  wvw  kilh-d 
cvt'iy  .v«'iir,  i'XiM'pt  «HM'.  wlini  !r>,0(M>  weie  tiikcii.  Tlit'  l>r«'«'<liny  look- 
vv'n'H  wt^e  never  distnrlx'd  in  smywa.v,  ami  most  stiinjiciif  n';4iiln(i<>ns 
wt're  nit'on-i'd  to  prevent  their  heinj;  molested.  A  leinide  seal  was  s«'I 
dom  driven,  not  more  than  two  a  season  on  St.  (leorj^e,  and  I  thiid; 
tlM'.v  wen'  in  all  eases  barren  eows,  whieli  had,  because  of  their  barren- 
ness, haided  up  with  the  ba(;helors. 

The  greatest  nirv  was  always  taken  not  U*  overheat  the  seals  in  driv- 
ing them,  and  when  a  seal  was  by  atu-hh'nt  smotlieied  the  skin  was  re- 
ntoved  and  eonnted  in  the  nund^er  allowed  t(t  be  taken  by  the  lessees. 
Theri'  were  not,  to  tin'  best  of  my  reeolleetion,  twenty-tlve  seals  killed 
dnrinj;'  any  one  season  ou  St.  (Jeorjie  by  over<lrivin};'. 

Whenever  the  sun  eame  out  while  a  "drive"  was  in  profji-ess  the 
driving  at  once  ceased,  so  }iviy,\t  was  the  i-are  taken  not  to  overheat  the 
seals. 

I  never  saw  or  heard  (d'a  case  where  a  male  seal  was  seriously  in- 
Juied  by  driving;  or  redrivinj;-.  Certainly  the  reproductive  powers  were 
never  in  the  slightest  degree  impaired  by  these  means.  When  wecon- 
sider  that  the  bulls,  while  battling  on  the  rookeries  to  maintain  their 
positions,  (tut  great  jjashes  in  the  Mesh  of  their  necks  and  bodies,  are 
covered  with  {japing-  wounds,  lose  great  quantities  of 

""  ''•^'  blood,  fast  on  the  islands  for  three  or  four  months,  and 

then  leave  the  islands  lean  and  cov«'red  with  scars,  to  return  the  fol- 
lowing season  fat,  healthy,  and  full  of  vigor,  to  go  through  again  the 
sanie  mutilation,  and  repeating  this  year  after  year,  the  idea  that  driv- 
ing or  redriving,  which  can  not  i)ossibly  be  as  severe  as  their  exertions 
during  a  cond)at,  can  affect  such  uneciualed  vigor  and  virility,  is  utteily 
prepostertms  and  ridiculous.  To  show  the  wonderful  vitality  of  the 
nude  seal,  I  will  give  one  instance  whu'li  came  under  my  own  observa- 
tion: A  drive  of  about  3,000  bachelors  had  been  made,  and  after  going 
a  short  distance  was  left  in  charge  of  a  boy:  by  his  neglige  e  they 
escai)ed  trom  his  control,  and  the  whole  number  plunged  ov  a  cliff', 
falling  00  feet  upon  broken  st(mes  and  rocks  along  the  shore.  Out  of 
the  whole  number  only  seven  were  killed,  the  remainder  taking  to  the 
water;  and  these  seven  met  death,  1  believe,  from  being  the  first  to  go 
over  and  the  others  falling  upon  them  smothered  them. 

As  long  as  a  seal  is  not  overheated  in  driving  he  could  be  driv(Mi  any 
number  of  successive  days  without  in  any  way  imitairing  or  att'ecting 
in  the  slightest  degree  his  procreative  powers,  of  course  always  pro- 
vide*! the  natives  use  the  same  methods  in  driving  that  they  alwa^  s 
have  done.  Seal  life  I  am  positive  was  never  affected  in  this  manner 
on  the  I'ribilof  Islands. 

During  the  tinu'  I  was  on  St.  (Jeorge  Island  there  never  was  a  raid 

-,     .,        ,    .     on  the  rookeries  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  never  heard 
ot  any  such  raid  ever  having  taken  place. 

I  am  of  the  opinion,  from  w  hat  I  know  of  the  habits  and  nature 
„  ,.,,..  of  the  fur  seal  and  what  1  have  learned  (►f  open-sea 

sealing,  that  the  Pribu()t  seal  herd  shoidd  be  pro- 
tected in  all  waters  which  they  frequent.  Otherwise  it  is  only  a  matter 
of  a  very  short  tijue  before  they  will  be  extenninated. 

During  the  six  years  I  was  on  the  islands  the  condition  of  the  natives 

was  wonderfuUv  improved.     When  1  came  there  they 

oftKativcs""'*"'""  ^^ttJ"©  Piirtially  dressed  in  skins,  living  in  filthy,  uil- 

wholesome  turf  huts,  which  WH're  heated  by  fires  with 

blubber  as  fuel;  they  were  ignorant  and  extremely  dirty.     When  1  left 

they  had  exchanged  their  skin  garments  for  well  made  warm  woolen 
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(■]i>Mic>:  tlicy  li\i(l  ill  snhsiiiiitial  IV-iiiic  limiscs  healed  by  cdal  stnv)--,; 
tliey  hail  lit'cume  cleanly,  and  the  eluhlreri  weiv  alreiidiii;^  si^htud  jii^id 
nmiiths  in  tlie  year.  Tliey  wvn-  then  as  well  >»(Vas  wi'll  to  do  wnrl^iiin- 
men  in  tlie  I  idled  Stales,  and  received  much  huj;'er  waj^'es.  N<i  man 
was  eompelh'd  to  work,  inii  received  pay  throu'rli  liis  ( Idef  tor  t  he  work 
accoinplislicd  )iy  liim.  A  native  conhl  at  anv  time  lc;ive  the  islaiuN. 
Iiiit  tlieir  eas,\  lite  and  h)\t' (or  their  hitnn' detained  them.  Wh^-n  1  first 
went,  thero  the  women  did  a  u'ood  share  of  inaiiuai  lalior,  hut  when  I 
came  away  all  llu'  haid  W(»rk  was  ilone  by  the  men.  I  do  not  recall  a 
sniiile  instance  in  history  where  tiiere  has  been  such  a  maiked  chan;;c 
Ibr  the  beit'r  by  any  people  in  such  a  short  time  as  there  has  l)een  in 
the  I'lilii'iof  Islanders  since  the  liiited  States  Government  took  control 
of  these  islands,  if  the  seals  i»eeame  extinct.  I  eaii  tn)t  e(Hneive  what 
these  natives  w  onld  do  foi' u  Ii\eliliood  :  they  know  no  other  o<cii));l  ion 
save  sea!  dri\iny,  which  has  be«'ii  pnrsnc<l  by  Jln-m  and  Iheii- .mcesloi's 
tor  a  century.  'J'lie  destruction  of  the  seal  herd  would 
result  ill  remoxin"'  their  sole  nie;ins  of  <n>teiianec  and      i:xtin.  lii.n  ..i  s.^ii 

^,-l-  I  !•.  ,  I  til  Illfi'd^*     Ht;(i  \  at  lull     III* 

III  then    belli-,   plun,ued  into  povert\.  and  probable  ris    i,;iii,.TiiHni  tbrn.ifi^.H 
turn  to  b:ii  n.tiism,     'I'lie  only  way  to  keep  them  from 
^tarv;ltiolt  would  Ite  T(»  rt'inovc  Ihcm  from  the  islainls.and  for  theClov- 
ernment  to  .support  them. 

SvMtKL    l"\\l-i'nNi;i,'. 
Si:))Sriibed  and, sworn  to  before  me,  a   notary  piiblii'  in  and  for  the 
J)isirict  of  (.'clnmbia,  IJ.  S.  A.,  this,l<»tli  day  of  Ajail.  \f<\Ki. 

SK\r,LL<).\    .\.    Ili.'KWN. 


/>(j)o,si((0)i  <>J  Sdtnuil  Fulr'Hit  i\  AssisfiDit  I'nasiirij  At/i  r'/iii  rhonjraJ'St. 

(ieoniv  fshnnl. 


IIAJUTS. 


DlSTKIC'T   di"   (Na.f.MlUA, 

(.'it II  of  Wasliinfjton,  .««: 

Samuel  I'"  deomr,  beinj:  duly  swiun.  deposes  atid  says:  I  am  'il  vears 
of    aue,  and    am    now    a    woolyrowej    i»v    occupation. 

y   residence  is    lalcoiiei,  iAleJveaii   (  oiinty,  State  ol 
.Noi'lii  Dalvota.     in  ISiiS.  dniinulhe  ii'ontli  of  October  I  wenr  to  Sitka. 
beii.^  located  llterea.s  dei»iity  coUeeroi   ol  customs,  in  wliicdi  position 
1  rem.iined  until  September.  IHtl'.t. 
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clothes;  thi'.v  livt'il  in  substiiiitial  IViunc  liuiisrs  honted  hy  ('(tjil  stoves; 
they  had  be(;ome  eh-aiily,  and  the  chihh'eii  were  atteiidiii<t'  seh<u»l  ei^iht 
inoiiths  in  the  yeai".  Tliey  were  then  as  well  ott'as  well  to-(h>  workin}>- 
men  in  the  United  States,  and  reeeived  iiiiieh  larj^er  wayes.  Mo  mail 
was  compelled  to  work,  bnt  received  i)ay  thronfjh  liis  chief  for  the  work 
ai'coinplished  hy  him.  A  native  coiihl  at  any  time  leave  the  islands, 
but  their  easy  life  and  love  for  their  home  detained  them.  When  I  tiist 
went  there  the  women  did  a  }>dod  share  of  inannal  labor,  but  when  I 
came  away  all  the  hard  work  was  <lone  by  the  men.  I  (h>  not  recall  a 
sinjiie  instance  in  history  where  there  has  been  such  a  marked  chanj^c' 
for  the  bett<'r  by  any  iteojde  in  such  a  short  time  as  there  has  been  in 
the  Pribilof  Islanders  since  the  Tnited  States  (lovernment  took  <*ontroI 
of  these  islands.  If  the  seals  became  extinct,  1  can  not  conceive  what 
these  mttives  would  do  for  a  livelihood;  they  know  no  other  occni)ation 
save  seal  diivinj;',  which  has  been  |»ursued  by  them  and  their  ancestors 
for  a  century.  The  destrnctiou  of  the  seal  herd  would 
result  in  removiiii''  their  s(de  means  of  sustenan<!e  and  Kxiin.tiiui  ..t  siai 
u\  their  ho\ug;  plunji'cd  into  poverty,  and  probable  re-  i,„ii,aiisin  n.miitiv.s. 
turn  to  barbarism.  The  (uily  way  to  keep  them  from 
starvation  would  be  to  remove  them  from  the  islands,  and  for  the  Gov- 
ernment to  su]>port  them. 

Samuel  Faloonlh. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me.  a  notary  public,  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  lOth  day  of  April,  18!>2. 

Sevellon  a.  Ukown. 


I  am  01  years 

KN|H'ri('iiit'. 


Deposition  of  t^amuvl  Falconer^  Assistant  Treasury  Agent  in  charge  of  St. 

(Jeorge  Island. 

« 

HAIJITS. 

District  or  Colt^miua, 

Cifl/  of  Washington,  ss: 

Samuel  Falconer,  beiufi'  duly  sworn,  dejtoses  and  says; 
of  a^e,  and  am  now  a  Avooljirower  by  occuj/ation. 
iMy  residence  is  Falconer,  McLean  County,  State  of 
North  Dakota.  In  18(!S,  duriiif^the  month  of  October  I  went  to  Sitka, 
bein}>'  located  there  as  dejuity  collector  of  customs,  in  which  ])osition 
I  remained  until  September,  18(V.>. 

I  then  was  employed  until  September,  1S7(),  as  jiurser  on  board  the 
steamer  Confitantine,  plying  monthly  between  Port  Towiisend  ami  Sitka. 
In  OctolxT,  ISTO,  having  been  appointed  assistant  Treasury  Agent  for 
the  Seal  Islands,  I  proceeded  to  said  islands,  and  irom  that  time  until 
August,  1S7(),  1  remained  constantly  in  charge  of  St.  George  Islaml, 
excejiting  during  the  winter  of  1874-75.  For  a  few  days  during  each 
one  of  these  years  I  visited  the  Island  of  St.  Paul,  never  remaining 
there  lor  any  length  of  time,  however.  It  was  necessary,  in  or«ler  that 
I  might  fiiUill  the  duties  of  my  ollice  as  agent  to  make  a  very  careful 
and  full  study  of  seal  life;  my  observations  being,  of  course,  con  lined 
to  St.  George  Island,  and  I  therefore  examined  the  rook«'ries  and  their 
occu])ants  with  the  i>articular  purpose  of  ac<iuainting  myself  with  the 
habits  anil  })e<'nliarities  of  the  Alaska  fur  seal,  ami  I  endeavored  to 
verify  all  my  observations  by  particularly  interrogating  the  natives  on 
the  islands  as  to  each  doubtful  point. 
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The  fur- soil  1  only  lands  upon  tlie  I'lihilofTiionii  of  isliinds.    Oftliis 

fact  I   am  tlioroiijililv  convinced  from  carcfullv  <|iu's- 

j,„'f',"j:;;;i','>""^''"'    tioninji'  natives  of  Alaska  and  tlie  Aleutian  islan«ls, 

and  also  from  my  (Miastinji'  e.\i)erien('e  as  i)uiser  on 

board  the  (jomlantinr.     In  all  the  yeais  I  passed  in  these  localities  I 

m'ver  heard  of  a  seal  landing  anywhere  j'xeept  on  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

This  seal  lu'vd   is  migratory,  leaving  the  islands  in  the  fall  or  «'arly 

winter  and  returning  again  the  foMowing  spring;  and 

.Mi<.'iati..ii.  it  is  my  ojiinion  that  the  adult  males,  called  "l)nlls," 

return  as  near  as  they  are  able  to  the  same  phu-e  on 

the  same  rookery  year  aftei'  year.     In  fact  the  natives  pointed  out  to 

me  one  old  bull  who  had  returiu'd  to  the  same  rock  for  fiv«'  years 

successively. 

The  reason  the  seals  have  chosen  these  islands  for  their  home  is  be- 

t-ause  the  I'ribilof  (Ironp  lies  in  a   belt  of  f(»g,  oct-a- 

wiiv  siais  .iiHosc   j^i,),n.,|  i,y  the  waters  of  the  Ar(;tic  Ocean  coming  down 

from  the   north  and  the  warmer  waters  of  the  Pacilic 

tlowing  north  an«l  meeting  at  alxmt  this  point  in  IJering  Sea.    It  is 

necessary  that  the  seals  should  have  a  misty  or  foggy  atmosphere  of 

this  kind  while  on  land,  as  sunshine  has  a  vei-y  injurious  elfect  upon 

them.     TIu'U  too,  the  islands  are  so  isolated  that  the  seal,  which  is  a 

verv  timid  animal,  remains  here  undisturbed,  as  every  i»recaution  is 

taken  not  to  disturb  the  animals  while  they  arc  on  the  rookeries.     The 

mean  temperature  of  the  islands  is  during  the  winter 

jvmi...n.i.n.'.  .^i^^^^^  ^.^.q  p    aud  iu  sumuicr  about  43^.     I  ku<>w  of  no 

other  locality  which  j)0ssesses  these  peculiarities  of  moisture  and  t<'m- 
perature.  The  grounds  occupied  by  the  seals  for  breeding  purposes  are 
along  the  coast,  extending  from  high-water  mark  back  to  the  cliffs, 
which  alxmnd  on  St.  (l<'()rge  Island.     The  young  males  or  "bachelors." 

not  heing  allowed  to  land  on  these  breeding  places,  lie 

back  of  aiul  around  these  breeding  groun(ls  on  areas 
designated  "hauling  grounds." 
A  young  seal  or  "pu])"  when  first  born  weights  fr»»m  0  to  -S  pounds, 

is  almost  black  in  color,  and  is  covered  with  a  short 
''"''"  hair,  which  changes  to  silver  gray  hair  when  the  pup 

learns  to  swim. 

The  place  of  birth  is  on  the  breeding  grounds,  whi<'h  takes  place  soon 
after  the  female  lands,  generally  within  two  days.  AVhen  first  born  a 
puj)  «'an  not  swim,  and  does  not  learn  so  to  do  until  it  is  six  or  eight 
weeks  of  age.     It  is  therefoie  utterly  im])ossible  for  a  ]>up  to  be  born 

in  the  water  and  live.    I  have  noticed  that  when  ajtup 
i.iiiii  iiii    ^^\•  ^jijs,  .,ge  is  put  in  the  wat<'r  it  seemed  to  have  no 

idea  of  the  use  of  its  flippers,  and  was  very  nnich  ter- 
A  pup  is  certainly  for  the  first  six  or  eight  weeks  (►f  its  lUi?  a 

land  animal,  and  is  in  lU)  sense  amjthibious.  During 
aMMiiMi.ioi'i'"  '"'"* ^''''"^  period  also  a  pup  moves  very  much  like  a  young 

kitten,  usingits  himl  flipi)ers  as  feet.  A  mother  seal  will 
at  once  recognize  her  pup  by  its  cry,  hobbling  over  a  thousand  bleating 
l>ups  to  reach  her  own,  and  every  other  approaching  her  save  this  «»ne 
little  animal  she  will  drive  away.     From  this  fact  it  is  my  o])inion  that 

if  a  i)up  lost  its  mother  bv  any  accident  it  woidd  cer- 
Htlrvatil''"''' '"'' '*'   ^'""'y  ^1>^'  <»f  starvation,  for  it  wcmld  m.t  be  allowed  to 

derive  nourishment  from  any  other  female.  A  pu]», 
however,  seems  not  to  <listinguish  its  mother  fnmi  the  other  females 
about  it.  When  six  or  eight  weeks  of  age  the  older  seals,  geiu'ially  the 
mothers,  force  the  young  seals  into  the  water  and.  teach  them  to  swim. 
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I  liijvo  seon  a  inotlu'V  sesil  carry  licr  luij)  (uif  a  little  way  into  tlie 

water  ami  fbii'c  tlic  little  aiiiiiiiil  to  use  its  tlinners. 

iMiially,  alter  repeated  trials,  the  pup  learns  to  swim, 

ami  from  tliat  time  on  spends  a  j^ood  deal  of  time  in  tin*  water;  but 

still  the  ji'reater  portion  of  these  tirst  months  of  its  life  iire  spent  on 

land  sleepinj;  and  nursiii<>-. 

A  good  many  i>ui>s  are  kilh'd  at  this  jteriod  of  lif»'  by  bein;;'  dashed 
ajtainst  the  rocks  by  the  surf,  which  is  i)iirticularly  violent  about  these 
islands. 

The  only  means  of  sustenance  for  a  pup  while  it  renuiins  on  the  island 
is  niirsiu"',  which  it  continues  till  it  tukes  its  departure 

..  .       -VT-  ,  1         1      J.      1       •  MistcnuiHL' 1)1  iiiniM, 

S()metime  in  November,  as  a  rule;  but  duriii;>'  oue  ex- 
ceptionally warm  winter  some  seals  reiuiiimMl  about  the  island  dnrinf;' 
the  whole  winter.  I)urin;>  this  first  sumiin'r  of  their  existence,  after 
tin'  breedinji'  j«rounds  have  been  broken  up,  it  is  p(»ssible  to  take  posses- 
sion of  every  \ti\\)  on  the  islands  and  mark  them  so  they  could  be  recoj;-- 
iiized  in  the  future.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that,  provided  the  weather 
remained  the  same  the  year  round  as  it  is  in  the  summer,  that  the  seal 
herd  would  stay  in  the  vicinity  of  the  I'ribilof  Islands  durinj>'  the 
entire  year,  for  the  seal  evidently  considers  these  islands  its  sole  liome. 
The  cause  of  leaving  is,  as  I  believe,  the  ainjroach  of 
cold  weather,  with  snow  and  ice,  and  perliai)s  a  lack  ot 
fo(td  supply.  On  leaving;'  the  island  the  ]»np  j^oes  southward  with  his 
mother  and  companions  throujih  the  Aleutian  passes  into  the  racilic 
Ocean.  While  I  was  acting  as  j>nrser  on  the  steamer  ('(nisfautine  I  ob- 
served durinji'  the  months  of  January,  I"'el»ruary,  and  Maii'h  numerous 
seals  in  the  inland  waters  or  alonj>'  the  ci»ast  between  INnt  Townsend 
and  Sitka.  Never  a  day  jtassed  but  <ui  look inj^,' over  the  rail  seal  could 
be  seen  sleepinji'  *m  or  disportiiifi"  in  the  waters.  One  day  in  the  bay  of 
Sitka  I  saw  several  hundred  seals  asleep  in  the  wat«'r,  but  at  the  splash 
<»f  an  oar  they  immediately  disai>i»ear.  These  seals  were  in  all  cases 
much  more  timid  than  about  their  island  home,  where  they  evidently 
realize  they  are  i>ractically  safe. 

Duriny  -lune  and  the  tirst  part  of  July  the  females  and  pups  go 
through  the  i'asses,  and,  entering  Uering  Sea.  again  seek  the  islands. 
During  their  second  summer  the  young  seals  herd  together,  the  females 
not  going  upon  the  breeding  grounils.  Again  in  the  fall  they  leave 
their  home  on  the  approach  of  cold  u'cathcr  and  make  the  second  mi- 
gration south.  After  this  migration  the  females,  now  "two  year-olds'' 
or  "  virgin  cows,'' goon  thebiciMliug  rookeries,  and  the  young  mah's  on 
the  hauling  grounds.  The  lemale  this  season  is  probably  fertilized.  Asa 
general  ruletlie  impregnation  is  by  tlu^  bull, to  whose  harem  she  belongs, 
and  not  bytheyoungnn.ics,  as  has  sometimes  been  stated.  These  young 
males  always  pursu«'  a  female  when  she  is  allowed  to  leave  the  liarem 
and  go  in  the  water,  but  she  refuses  them.  I  am  posi- 
tive from  my  observations  that  copulation  in  the  water  p,Ij"i'i,i"!' "'"''''''"'" 
could  not  be  etfectual,  and  wouhl  lie  a  most  unnatural 
(tccnrrence. 

After  this  season  and  the  migration  following,  the  three  year-old  cow 
lands  again  on  tin'  breeding  rookery  and  gives  birtii  to 
one  pup;  two  at  si  birth  is  as  rare  an  occniienc«'  as  a 
cow  lu'inging  forth  two  calves,  and  <luring  my  entire  experience  I  never 
heard  of  this  hapiiening  but  once.  The  cow  aft«'r  bringing  forth  her 
young  remains  un  the  rookery  until  again  fertilized  by  the  laill,  which 
is,  I  believe,  within  two  weeks.  After  the  fV'rtilizatioii  she  is  allowed 
to  go  to  luul  from  the  water  at  will,  iu  search  of  HkhI,  which  she  must 
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obtain  so  she  can  lutrso  lior  lai]).     Slic  ji'oosoii  tlioso  foedinjj  exciivsions 

soiiuitiiiies,  I  belicv*',  40  orinoie  iiiiics  from  tlic  islands,  and  as  slie  swims 

with  great  rapidity,  eoveis  the  distance  in  a  short  time.     She  may  go 

much  farther,  for  I  have  IcTiown  a  <;ow  to  he  absent  from 

i.iiiacsicc.inij;.      ^^^^  ^^^^  ^.^^,  ^^^.^^  dajs,  leaving  it  without  nourishment 

for  this  period.  This  shows  how  tena;'ions  of  life  a  young'  seal  is,  and 
how  long  it  can  live  without  sustenance  of  any  sort.  The  three-year-old 
mah'  lias  meanwhile  landed  on  the  hauling  grounds  and  is  now  of  tlie 
most  available  age  to  kill  for  his  pelt. 

When  the  male  reaches  the  age  of  se/en  or  eight  years  he  seeks  the 
rookeries,  and  is  then  able  to  maintain  his  ]>osition 
against  his  fellows.  He  has  come  eailier  than  formerly 
laving  arrived  in  May,  and  after  a  little  investigation 
has  lauded  upon  the  breeding  grounds,  giving  battle  to 
Jill  who  endeavor  to  usurp  his  i)hM*e.  I  have  seen 
twenty  cows  or  more  about  a  bull,  but  of  course  the  exact  number  in  a 
harem  is  a  matter  of  conjecture,  as  many  cows  are  absent  in  the  water 
at  all  times  after  the  season  has  fairly  commenced.  1  amof  tlieo[)iuion 
a  bull  can  easily  and  ett'ectively  serve  fifty  or  more  <'ows  in  a  season, 
and  I  think  at  first  he  will  fertilize  six  to  eight  a  day.  From  their 
arrival  in  May  for  tliree  or  four  mouths  the  bulls  remain  constantly 
upon  the  rookeries,  never  leaving  their  positions  and  never  eating  or 
drinking,  and  sleejnng  very  little.  When  they  arrive  they  are  enor- 
iiKmsly  fat,  weighing  from  .500  to  700  pounds,  but  when  they  depart  in 
August  or  September  they  are  very  loan  and  lank. 
The  principal  food  of  the  fur  seal  is  fish,  Avhich  abound  in  all  parts 
of  Bering  Sea,  except  in  the  neighborhood  of  tlie  IMibi- 
lof  Islands  during  the  season  the  seals  arc  on  land.  I 
have  seen  a  fish  in  the  mouth  of  a  seal  in  the  water,  and  have  also  seen 
fish  in  their  stomachs  when  cut  open.  It  is  my  belief  they  eat  some 
kel])  also. 

The  above  facts  in  relation  to  the  habits  of  the  fur  seals  are  fr(un  my 
own  observations,  wliich  have  in  all  cases  been  corroborated  by  the 
natives  on  the  island  of  St.  George,  with  whom  I  had  many  conver- 
sations in  relation  to  these  matters. 

Samiel   FALC"0\EU. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  lOth  day  of  April,  1S02. 

Skvellon  a.  Brown. 


Ik'posUioH  of  Samuel  Faleoiicr,  ansistaiit  Treasury  ayent  in  charge  of  St. 

Oeor(/e  Inland. 


PRIBILOF   ROOKERIES. 


District  of  Columbia, 

i'iUi  of  ]yasltin(fton  ss: 

Samuel  Falc(Uiej',  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  01  j'cars 
of  age  and  am  now  a  wool  grower  by  occupation.     My 
KxiH,.™....  resi(h'nce  is  Falconer,  McLean  County,  State  of  Nortli 

Dakota.  In  October,  1870,  having  liecii  ajipointed  assistant  Treas- 
ury agent  for  the  seal  islands  in  Beiing  Sea,  1  proceeded  to  said 
islands  and  from  that  time  until  Au,'.ust,  1S70,  I  remained  con- 
stantly ill  cliarge  of  St.  George  Island,  excepting  during  the  winter  of 
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For  a  l\'\v  days  (Inriiifi:  oa<'li  one  of  tlicso  yciU'S  I  visited  St. 
I'anI  Island,  iicvi'i'  i'(>iiiaiiiiii<.>'  tliorc  for  any  length  of  tinn',  liowevt'V. 
ICacli  season  while  I  was  loeat<'d  on  tlie  islands  1  made  a  earefnl  ex- 
amination of  tlie  breedings  grounds  on  8t.  (Jt'orgc  Island,  noting  partieu- 
larly  the  areas  eover«'d  by  tliem;  and  I  now  recollect  the  condition  of 
said  rookeries  and  the  api»roxiniate  area  which  each  of  them  covered  in 
tin'  vear  1<S74.     I  have  carefnllv  examined  the  lines      ,....,. 

1  ■        1       MM  n    11  '     1   -1   •!.         •  111-  \  criMciit  iiiu       of 

drawn  bv  Ihomas  r.  Mor^^an  on  exhibits  signcil  bv  him  riiaits  iii>i(i<-   i>v 
and  marked  Exhil»its  H,  I,  J,  and  K;  that  the" lines  ',''u;7;:lvi:,i,mH^^^^^^^^ 
in  red  on  said  exhibits  practically  represent  the  areas 
so  covered  in  1874;  but   I   think  that  in   some  instances,   hereafter 
stated,  Mr.  Morgan  has  been  a  little  too  conservative  in  his  estimates. 

On  Starry  Arteal  Rookery  (Exhibit  H)the  line  should  be  extended 
along  the  shore  to  the  eastern  limit  of  the  pond,  shown  on  said  Exhibit, 
and  should  extend  nearly  as  far  again  up  the  hillside. 

On  Xorth  IJookery  (Exhiidt  J)  the  line  does  not,  in  my  judgment, 
extend  as  far  back  from  the  shore  as  it  should,  as  there  had  been  a  great 
increase  since  1871  on  this  particular  rookery. 

1  would  further  state  that  thei<'  was  a  perceptible  in- 
crease in  all  these  areas  from  1.S71  to  1<S7^. 

I  woidd  als()  state  that  the  spaces  indicated  as  areas 
over  which  seals  have  at  various  times  hauled,  on  said 
Exhibits,  by  J.  Stanley  Mrowii  (as  1  am  informed  and 
believe),  are,  to  tlie  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belit^f,  correctly  desig- 
nated. 

Samuel  Falconek. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  iiotarv  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  I'Oth  day  of  April,  l.S<)2. 
[L.S.J  Sevellon  A.  Brown. 
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IhjtQsition  of  Max  Heilbrouner,  fienrtart/  of  the  Alasln  Commercial  Coin- 
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Showhiji  the  dates,  the  roohericx  frutn  which  the  seatu  irere  drift  ii.  and  the  number  killed 

from  each  drore. 

1N71. 


Jiiiio    1.  Near  I'dokory \2'A     .Jiilv 

(i.  Northeast US 

S.  Nt'iir <)!) 

».  Southwest 277 

VA.  Stairit!  Aitcul  SL'L' 

15.  Southwest 301 

17.  Noitlunn VM 

20.  SDiitliwi'st 172 

22.  Northeast ~AH 

21.  Slarrie  Arteel 5!W 

2(t.  Southwest 2!IS 

27.  Northeast 102 

2S.  Starrie  Arteel r>71 

July    1 .  Norl heiii S7r)     Alter 

•.i.  Southwest  »W 

it.  Starrie  Arteel ".IS  j 

8.  Southwest  G12  | 


1(1.  Northeru 1,70!) 

12.  Nortlieni 1,021 

11.  Southwest 491 

1."..  Northern 1,0:W 

18.  Noitliern 1.  2(U 

20.  Southwest 481 

21.  Northern 94.". 

2:{.  Sontliwest r.42 

25.  Northeru  .  .• 792 

27.  Northeru 1,054 

28.  Southwest TM 

•M).  Starrie  Arteel 1,  270 

HI.  Northeru 893 

Auyust  1 237 

19, 077 
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June    "1.  Sontliwosf 110 

r>.  Ni'iir 'J6 

H.  Nortlii'iist I!) 

10.  .Simtli west UV2 

11.  Starry  Arteel  ainl  neiir..  256 

12.  Northeast «1 

II.  Southwest 98 

15.  Starrv  .\rteel  niul  near..  .'$28 

17.  Nortlieast 405 

1}(.  Northern  inulHoutliwest.  773 

21.  Nortlieast 8(50 

22.  Starry  Arteel  anil  near..  1,056 
21.  Southwest  an<l  northeast  890 
25.  Starry  Arteel  and  near..  837 

27.  Northea.st 805 

28.  Starrv  Arteel  and  near..  960 

29.  Southwest 613 

July     1.  Northeast 981 

2.  Starry  Arteel  and  lU'ar. .  885 

3.  Southwest 245 

4.  Northeast 641 

5.  Starry  Arteel  and  near..  574 


July    6.  Southwest 574 

7.  .NortheMst 718 

9.  Stariv  .Ar.eil  and  near..  667 

10.  Northeast 610 

11.  Southwest 1,412 

12.  Near 482 

14.  Northeast 1,332 

15.  Starry  Arteel  and  near..  1,  18;i 

17.  Northeast 770 

18.  Starrv  Arteel  jiudnear..  575 
20.  Nortlieast 4(K» 

20.  Southwest 1,  171 

21.  Starrv  Arteel  and  near..  920 

23.  Northeast 703 

25.  Northeast 400 

25.  Stairy  Arteel  and  in-ar..  .552 

27.  S(Uithwest 227 

27.  Starrv  Arteel  and  near..  285 

27.  Nort  heast :i50 


25,  (k;o 


1873. 


'?"  . 


Juue    4.  Near 

5.  Stariie  Arteel 

6.  Southwest 

9.   Starrie  Arteel  and  east.. 

10.  Southwest 

12.  Northern 

13.  South    est 

16.  Northern 

17.  Southwest 

19.  Northeast 

21.  Starrie  Arteel  ami  near. 

21.  Southwest 

23.  Northeast 

24.  South\v<'st 

25.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

26.  N(Utheast 

27.  Southwest 

2!t.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

30.  Southwest 

30.  Northeast 

July    2.  Starrie  .\rteel 

3.  Southwest 

4.  Northeast 

Killed  for  food 

June    1.  Northern 

8.  Niuthern 

11.  Kast 

12.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north. 

14.  Southwest 

16.  East 

18.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north . 

22.  Northeast 

23.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

27.  Southwest 

29.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

July  1.  Northeast 


198 
240 
285 
190 
275 
300 
.521 
378 
174 
313 
59(5 
870 
180 
499 
195 
241 
301 
493 
310 
1(58 
332 
564 
592 


July 


1874. 


5.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  517 

8.  Southwest 743 

8.  Northeast. tllfi 

9.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  690 
11.  Northeast 974 

11.  Southwest (5()2 

12.  Starrie  Arteel 474 

13.  Ntutheast 1^45 

13.  Southwest SS7 

16.  Starrie  .\rteel  and  near.  480 

17.  Northeast 1,097 

18.  S(Mith west 913 

20.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  1,859 

21.  Northeast 1, 810 

23.  Starrie  Arteel 889 

23.  Southwest 513 

24.  Northeast 1,710 

26.  Southwest (!()() 

2(t.   Starrie  Artf'el  and  near.  .588 

28.  Northeast  ami  near 1,  .528 


2.5,  000 


128 

July    3. 

Northern 

792 

56 

8. 
9. 

Northeast      ... 

(541 

81 

Ncutheru 

.548 

116 

14. 

Near  and  noithe 

263 

151 

15. 

Near  and  northt 

534 

250 

16. 

Starrie  Arteel  .. 

.5(;8 

170 

18. 

Southwest 

411 

354 

19. 

Nort>,    ist 

871 

178 

22. 
24. 

Norihern 

778 

378 

Northern 

(568 

(58(5 

10,000 

800 
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Killed  for  food 252 

Jinie   1.  Stniri«'  Aito«l  and  near.  50 

9.  Starrie  Artetd  iiiul  near.  25i» 

11.  Nortli<>»Mt 177 

14.  Starrit!  Artcel  an<l  near.  807 

Itt.  Nortlieasfc 358 

IH.  starrie  Arteel  and  near.  334 

19.  Sonth\v.'8t 1,  294 

23.  Nortlieast (i6(i 

24.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  540 


.Tnno 
.Inly 


2«. 

30. 
5, 
7. 

12. 

14. 

17. 


XortluMUst <m2 

Starri*' Arti'el  and  wear.  1,112 

NortlieaNt 717 

Starrio  .\rt<'fl  and  near.  l,01!t 

XortlieaMt 1, 1*73 

Nortliern ti7t! 

Nortlmni 177 


10,000 


1B70. 


June 


Killed   for    food  during 

Juno  24. 

fall  and  winter. 

307 

27, 

1. 

Northern 

108 

28. 

8. 

Starrii^  Artcel 

372 

July     3. 

12. 

Nortliea.st 

388 

6. 

12. 

Southwest 

509 

7. 

15. 
22. 

Starrie  Arteel  and 
Northeast 

near. 

784 
581 

Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

Northeast 

Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

Northeast 

Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 
Northeast 


2,  0(u 
1.  ItiS 
1,  0L>3 
1,  2,".!t 
1,027 
317 

10,  000 


1S77. 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and 


winter 


Jane    1.  Northeast 


11. 
13. 
14. 
18. 

20. 
22. 


256 

198 

Starrie  Arteel 702 

Northeast .">78 

Southwest 1,389 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   1,154 

Northeast 838 

Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  871 


I  June  23.  Northeast 


2»5.  Starrie  Arteel l.K(J(» 

29.  Northeast 1.  r.S9 

.Inly    3.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  I,(i69 

().  Ncutheast 2,  Ui4 

9.  Northern 3(H» 

10.  Northeast 880 


15,  (XK) 


1878. 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and 

winter 

June  10.  Northeast 

14.  Southwest 1,  ( 

17.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

19.  Southwest 

22.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 
25.  Northeast 

27.  Southwest 

28.  Southwest 

July    1.  Northeast 

Killed  for  food  in  fall  and 

winter 

June    3.  Near 

10.  Northeast 

11.  Southwest 

12.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 

13.  Southwest 

16.  Northeast 

17.  Southwest 

19.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

ern   

20.  Southwest 

20.  Northeast 

23.  Starrie  Arteel  and  lu-ar. 

23.  Southwest 

25.  Northeast 


July    2.  Starrie  Arteel  and  near. 


405 

4. 

385 

8. 

074 

9. 
12. 

858 

13. 

717 

15. 

570 

17. 

324 

19. 

851 

21. 

517 

644 

1870. 

June 

25. 

811 

27. 

69 

27. 

445 

30. 

105 

Julv 

3. 

413 

3. 

372 

4. 

445 

5, 

498 

7. 
9. 

755 

14. 

430 

15. 

473 

16. 

515 

574 

882 

Southwest  .... 

Northeast 

Starrie  Arteel. 

Southwest 

Southw(^st . .. . 

Northeast 

Northern 

Starrie  Arteel. 
Northeast 


930 

1, 

133 

793 

1, 

333 

328 

I 

025 

1 

892 

1 

290 

1 

■  >u 

1 

114 

18,  WM) 


Southwest 522 

Southwest 286 

Starrie  Arteel 1,  176 

-Northeast 1,.".KI 

Starrie  Arteel 1,  112 

Southwest 849 

Southwest 351 

Northeast 535 

7.  Northern 1,  738 

Starrie  Arteel 1, 261 

Northeast 1,  636 

Northern 863 

Southwest 800 


20,000 


^il^'l 
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ii 


Killed  for  footl  in  full  iiihI 

wiuU-r 1.169 

June    :».  Nc.itli 81 

«.  Northt'iist :m 

11.  Still  lit- Artiol 5»)2 

14.  NiiiHiciist  351 

15.  Soiithwrst 731 

17.  Starlit!  Ai'teel  537 

17.  ZaiiiMliiie 2.54 

lt>.  Zu)m(liii«! 223 

1!».  Nortlieast 5!»« 

21.  Sturriu  Arteul  iinil  near.  1,  182 

21.  Southwest 618  i 

23.  Nortliiast 811  i 

1S81. 

KilhMlforfood  ill  fall  aiKl  .luiu- 30. 

winter (540     .liily     1. 

June    ».  Nortlieni 611                 4. 

13.  Northern Itl6  | 

15.  Southwest 4i»4                 6. 

16.  Starrie  Arteel 615                  7. 

2(».  Stairie  Arteel ,  445                  8. 

21.  Nortlieast 575                11. 

21.  South  west 447                12. 

23.  South w.Kt 227                12. 

23.  Starrie  Arteel 288                14. 

24 .  Northeast 553                13. 

27.  Starrie  A  rteel 814                15, 

28.  Northeast 744 

28.  Southwest 373 

30.  Southwest 324 

18«S. 

Killed  for  food  in  fall  and  winter.  534     July    3. 

June    6.  Northern 26 

12.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north-  4. 

east 508 

16.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north-  7. 

east 887 

19.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north-  10. 

east 926                11. 

22.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north-  13. 

east 847               14. 

24.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north-  15. 

east 1,192               16. 

26.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north-  18. 

east 1,040               19. 

29.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north-  20. 

east 1,273 

July     1.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   1,063 

188.3. 

403      June  28. 


June  2.5.  Southwest 8.33 

25.  Starrie  Arteel 1,  320 

28.  Northeast 1,764 

28.  Southwest 843 

30.  Starrie  Arteel 808 

July     1.  Noithea.st 392 

2.   Southwest 961 

2.  Northern 954 

5.  .starrie  Arteel 515 

6.  Northeast 1,481 

7.  S(nithwest 1,810 

9.  Northeast 948 

20,  000 


Starrie  Arteel 707 

Northeast 1,371 

Starrie  Arteel  ami  north- 
ern    1,  179 

Southwest 4';() 

Northeast 1,350 

Starrie  Arteel 362 

Northeast 1,  3(;() 

Starrie  Arteel 498 

Southwest 769 

Southwest .590 

Northeast 1, 705 

Northern 1,627 

20,000 


Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   910 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   1,382 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   1,946 

Northeastern 1, 368 

Starrie  Arteel  au<l  near.  1, 104 

Northeastern 1, 074 

Stairie  Arteel 524 

Northeastern 643 

Starrie  Arteel  and  near.  1,015 

Northeastern 1,  083 

Northern 510 

Northeastern 145 


20,000 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  ami  winter, 
Juue  12.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern           139 

15.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern           283 

19.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern    61 

22.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern          379 

25.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern          684 


Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern          442 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern         608 

July     2.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern           340 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern          287 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
eastern          645 

Southwest 1,333 


30. 


4. 
7. 
9. 
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IHSM— Coiititiiifd. 


July  10.  fioiitliwcst r,0..      .July 

10.  Northfiist :i<K» 

11.  StiUTio  Aitocl 2»S() 

12.  XortlioiiHt 546 

i;{.  Stiuiie  Artetl Hl'l 

IG.  Nortliciist "7"> 

10.  Soiitliwtst 1,015      \»ii. 

17.  StiiiTic  Artecl ISO 

1«.  NoitlieiiHt 107 

1«.  Southwest 1,216 

20.  NoitheuNt 280 


20.  S.mtliwpst 1.  l.'iO 

•J'A.  .stariif  Aitrt  1 700 

2."».  NortlwiiMt 77 

27.  NoithtTii 000 

HO.  Still  rit^Arttcl  ami  lutilli- 

cii.Ht r.oi 

0,  Stiiiiu^  .Vrtt'elimd  imrth- 

t'iist :<7'.» 

13.  Northeast !tt 


15,000 


l.S8-4r. 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and  winter. 

.lune    3.  Northeast 

10.  Southwest 

12.  Starrie  Arteel 

16.  Southwest 

18.  .Starrio  Arteel  and  north- 
east  

21.  Southwest 

23.  Starrie  Arteel 

20.  Southwest 

28.  Starrie. \rteel and  north- 
east  

July     1.  Southwest 

3.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east  


380     Julv     7.  .Southwest. 


HI 

1,222 
OJK) 
581 

5.52 
.582 
.508 
550 

486 
298 

71 


Starrie  Arteel  and  nortli- 

east 

12.  Southwest 

14.  Northeast 

15.  Norlhern 

10.  Southwest 

17.  Northeast 

18.  Starrie  Arteel 

23.  Southwest 

23.   Starrie  Arteel 

25.  Northeast 

20.  Southwest 

30.  Starrio  .Vrteel 


Aug.    4.  Northeast. 


87 

,260 
071 
20JS 
405 
720 
000 
500 
705 
744 
505 
572 
040 
224 


1885. 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and  winter.  196 

June    I.  Northeast 118 

10.  Starrie  ,\rteel  and  north- 
east    780 

15.  Southwest 775 

17.  Starrie  Arteel S02 

18.  Northeast 825 

22.  Southwest 414 

27.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   1,775 

29.  Southwest 401 


July    1. 

6. 
10. 

13. 
16. 

20. 


15,000 


Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

ea.st 2,287 

Southwest 7H9 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   2, 1.50 

Southwest 1,011 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   2. 21H 

Southwest 4.S3 


15,  000 


188G. 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and  winter .  370 
June   9.  Starrio  Arteel  and  north- 
east   1,428 

14.  Southwest 831 

16.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east    1, 436 

21.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   742 

21.  Southwest 843 

23.  Northeast 343 

24.  Southwest 306 

28.  Southwest 288 

29.  Starrie  Arteel 632 

July    1.  Northeast 481 


July 


5.  Southwest 020 

5.  Starrie  Arteel 49t» 

0.  Northeast 048 

9    Starrie  Arteel 865 

12.  Southwest. 745 

13.  Northeast 888 

15.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
east   707 

19.  Southwest 003 

20.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

east   1,371 

23.  Northeast 294 


15, 000 


I « 


1^-?^.., 


'  'P    -I 
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TESTIMONY 


IMHT. 


I     ''M 


'■r' 


M. 


Killoil  for  TixhI  in  full  iiiiil  winter. 
Jun<'   X.  NortlifjiHt 

13.  NovthetiHt 

15.  .SouthweHt 

lid.  Sontliwi'Ht 

20.  .stiirrir  Artt'tl 

24.  Ni>rtliMa8t 

27.  Sciiitliwuwt 

27.  8tarriu  Artt'el  iiiitl  nortli- 
oast 

29.  Nc.rtli.'iittt 

July     1.  Stiirrie  Artcel 

4.  Soutliwt'Mt 


Jiilv 


Killeil  for  food  in  full  iin<l  winter. 
Juu«'  ♦>.  .NortliciiHt  

11.  SoutliwcHt 

11.  ."^turrit'  Arteel  and  north- 
ern  

!.">,  Starrit"  Artt-cl  and  nortb- 
•■rn 

\H.  SnuthwcHt 

IK.  Starrie  Arti-el 

22.  Starrif  Arti-tl 

2r».  Hoiith  west 

2ti.  Starrie  Artctd  and  north- 
ern  

27.  Northeast 

29.  .Starrie  Art«'«d 

July  2.  Sonthwcwt 

3.  Northeast 

4.  Starrie  Arteel 

6.  Northeast 

9.  Southwest 


Killed  for  food  in  fall  and  winter. 
June    4.  Northeast 

Southwest  

Southwest  

Starrie  Arteel 

Northeast 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north 
ern 

Southwest 

Northeast 

Southwest 

Starrie  ,\rteel 

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  aud  north- 
ern   

Starrie  .Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Southwest  

Starrie  Arteel 

Southwest  

Starrie  Arteel  au«l  ni^rt  h- 
ern 


10. 
17. 
1«. 
21. 
22. 

20. 
25. 
27. 
29. 
30. 
July   2. 

4. 

7. 

9. 
11. 
13. 


2«2 
•M\ 
4I!5 
427 
2til 
974 

5;w 

5}H» 

Ktii 
4U9 
100 
883 


1SH8. 


6.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

ern   

7.  Northeast 

10.  SonthweHt 

11.  Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 

ern   

13.  Northeast 

IX.  Southwest 

18.  Starrie  Arteel 

20.  Northeast 

22.  Starrie  Arleel  iMid  north- 
ern   


41M 
121 
272 

455  j 

227 
427 
324  : 
764  I 

WW  I 

I 

894 
438 
341 
341 
530 
503 
«48 
389 


July  10. 
11. 
13. 

IB. 
17. 

19. 
20. 

23. 
24. 

25. 
2t!. 


27. 


IRSO. 


1,  293 
150 
275 
244 
773 
176 

284 
596 
4}t6 
223 
429  I 
167  i 


July  15. 
16. 

18. 
19. 

22. 
22. 

24. 
25. 


275 

418 
229 
269 
192 

667 


I 


27 
29. 


Starrie  Arteel 

Noi'theast 

Starrie.Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

•Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  nortii- 
ern 

Southwest 

Sturrie  Arteel  and  nortl>- 
ern 

.Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern  

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  aiul  north- 
ern   

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteol 


Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Southwest   

Starrie  .Vrteel  and  north- 
ern   

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Southwest 

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 
ern   

Starrie  Arteel  and  north- 


eri 


;'outh  west 

yi.'Tie  Arteel  and  iiorth- 

f:  in 


1,321 
421 
7ol 

1.296 
1,509 
1,077 
X94 
1,  130 

489 

15,000 


1, 169 

810 

.5t>8 
694 

1,090 
3IM> 

550 
179 

405 
1.59 

520 
142 
407 

15, 000 


371 

1,  028 
439 

1,140 

500 

628 
279 

1,  450 

942 

5()8 

613 

15,000 


Hecapit  Illation  of  neah  killed  for  (heir  skins  on  the  St.  George  Island,  Alaska,  from  1S71 

to  1889,  inelusire. 


1871 19,077 

1872 25,  (KM) 

1873 25,000 

1874 10,0(K) 

1875 10,000 


1876 10,  (XX) 

1877 1,5,  (XK) 

1878 18,0(X) 

1879 20,000 

1880 20,000 


1881 20,000 

1882 20,  (HX) 

1883 15,  (XK) 

1884 l.-),0(K1 

1885 15, 000 


1886 15.000 

1887 15,0<K) 

1888 1.5,  0(K) 

1889 15,000 
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I,  Mn\  Mi'il'M'umni',  st'iR'tary  <»♦'  the  AIhhWw  C'«»niiiH»i('iiil  ('oni|t;iiry, 
of  Han  [''liiiKMHco,  (In  soloiiinly  Hwtiiir  that  the  fon';i<»iiij;  "srahkiii 
ro«Hud  <»f  St  (xcoififc  Ishiiid.  Ahiska.  ISTI  («>  1S.SJ»,  imliisivr,"  is  foniiii- 
hit«Ml  aii<l  t'otii|>il(Ml  ti'Miii  tli(>  hooks  ot'  saiti  roiii|)aiiy  kept  on  saitl  is 
land,  now  in  my  cnsindy,  and  is  cnnct't  ami  ti'uo  H«'<'ordiii}j  to  my  hest 
km»whMlj,'('  and  behef. 

Max  IlKiLin{(»NNKi{, 
Srnrfnry  Alimka  Commminl  Cnttiinuuf. 

Suhscriht'd  and  swoin  to  iK't'oir  me  this  llth  day  oC  May.  A.  I).  IS1»L'. 
[SEAL.J  (JLKMEM    UhnNKI'I'. 

\ofary  I'lihlie. 


Deposition  of  Louin  Kitnine!,  as><intnnt    TrcuHury  oyent  on    St.    (Storyv 

litlond. 


Kxpnii'iii't'. 


II A  HITS. 

DlSTKH'T   OF  (-OH'MniA, 

Citji  of  Wnithinffton,  nm: 

Louis  Kimmcl, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  resident 
of  La  Fayette,  Indiana,  and  am  G.'{  years  of  aye.  Dur- 
inj;  the  years  IHHL'  and  l.S8.t  was  tlie  assistant  Treas- 
ury Agent  hwated  on  St.  (J«'or{je  Island  of  the  rribih)f  (Jroup.  I  ar- 
rived on  the  islami  May  'M,  1.SS2,  and  remained  there  continuously 
until  the  latter  |)art  of  July,  1883. 

While  <m  the  island  I  studied  the  habits  of  the  fur  seals  in  ordi'r 
that  I  inifiht  be  able  to  perform  my  otYieial  duty.  The  Arriviii  ..r  imiis. 
bull  •;  ;males  (»  years  <dd  ami  upwards)  befran  to  eouie  •■•  x.  i))i'i><i"i«. 
to  the  island  the  tirst  i)artof  .May.  The  eows  did  not  eome  till  the  latter 
part  of  the  month  ami  the  first  part  of  June.  The  baclu'lors,  or  youiiff 
mah's,  bcfi'an  to  arrive  about  the  same  time  as  the  eows.  The  baehelors 
try  to  laml  on  the  breeding  rookeries  oeeupu'd  by  the  l)ulls,  but  are 
driven  off  by  the  ohler  males  and  are  compelled  to  herd  toj>'ether  by 
themselves  separately  from  the  btdls  and  cows.    A  male  seal  is  over  5 


U 


breeding 


the 

Matiiritv  iil   iiiiilt-H 


Killing; 


years  ()f  age  before  he  is  able  to  maintain  himself  on 
rookeries  against  the  attacks  of  his  fellows.    The  breed- 
ing rookeries  are  never  disturbed  in  any  way  by  the  em- 
pl(»yes  on  the  island  and  the  most  stringent  rules  are  enforced  against 
the  use  of  firearms,  allowing  dogs  upon  the  islands, 

or  disturbing  the  seals  in  any  manner.    The  ba<;helors      ^''"""•'' '" 

are  the  seals  which  are  killed  by  the  lessees  of  the  islands,  the  killable 
age  being  from  two  to  five  years;  all  seals  mImcIi  are  not 
males  or  which  are  not  of  the  correct  age  are  8ei)arat«'d 
from  those  to  be  killed  and  allowed  to  return  to  the  water.     I'nder  no 
circumstixnces  is  it  .iHowable  to  kill  a  female  of  any  age.    The  killable 
seals,  after  being  separated  from  the  remaimler  ()f  the  herd,  an*  driven 
by  the  natives  to  the  killing  grounds.    After  every         .  . 
"drive"  thsit  took  place  while  I  was  on  the  islaiid  I        "^"'«- 
went  back  over  the  ground  along  which  the  seals  had  been  driven  to 
see  if  any  seals  had  been  killed  by  overdriving.    The     ,(,.,,,,,,., 
entire  number  of  seals  killed  in  all  these  "slrives"  did       ^"'  "^"''' 
not  exceed  one  hundred,  and  the  majority  of  them  were  kilh'd  by  the 
large  seals  crushing  the  smaller  ones  to  death.     In  every  case  of  a  seal 
being  killed  on  the  "drive,"  1,  as  Government  agent,  imposed  a  fine  in 
order  that  they  might  be  nnire  careful  in  the  future. 
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»H  ill! 


A  cow  never  sncl<los  any  but  hvv  own  ])iii>.     When  n  sfningo  ]>ni>  itjv 

]iro}i('lH'S  ii  cow  slie  will  drive  it   awiiv  Irom   Iier;  and 

iH,\;nim'p'!''''""''    t>iit  of  tlioiisands  of  pups  huddled  tl.j-cther  she  will 

sinjile   her  own.     11  is  my  opinion  tluit    if  a  mother  is 

killed  her  ottspiin;;  dies  of  starvation.     In  perfoiining  my  ollicial  <luty 

,,    ,  1  i'rcMiucutlv  visited  the  breediuii'  rookeries,  and  duriuy 

Diiid  imps.  •     .  •  1        •    1  1    1  , 

my  entire  stay  on  the  island  1  nevi.'r  saw  mo:e  than  M)() 
d<  ad  pups  on  all  the  rookeries.     A  new  bnrn  ]>u]>  seal  is  uiiahle  to  swim 

and  is  afraid  of  the  water.     I  have  seen  a  cow  seal  push 
''■"""""  '"  her  pup  fr<tni  a  rctck  into  the  water  where  it  tlomidered 

about  ill  a  helitless  manner  until  the  mother  would  j;-o 
in,  take  it  in  her  mouth  as  a  cat  cairies  kittens, and  briiiji  it  ajuain  ashore, 
only  to  aj;aiii  jmsh  it  oti' the  rock  into  the  water.     My  observation  has 

been  that  aiHii*  isaeneiallv  about  two  months  old  befor«' 
Bii.i,,.  it  can  swim.     It  is  my  opinion  that  a  i)up  born  in  the 

water  would  drown  in  a  veiy  few  ininntes. 
A  bull  never  leaves  the  breedinji'  rookery  duriiij>-  the  entire  breedinj>' 
season,  which  is  a  lu'riod  of  from  two  to  three  moiitlis.     Soon  after  a  cow 

briii^is  forth  her  younji'  she  j^oes  into  the  water  to  jiet 

food.  1  km»w  from  actual  observation  that  they  .ii<»  at 
least  20  miles  from  the  islands,  but  how  much  farther  1  am  unable  to 
state. 

Loris  KiMMi'x. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  L'oth  day  of  March,  1S{>2. 
[l.  S.J  Skvkli.(»n  a.  Urown, 

Xotary  rublic  iti  ami  for  the  JHstrivt  of  Cohtinhia,  U.  S.  A. 


Kiiiiiilcs  fccdiiii: 


Deposition  of  Thomas  F.  liyav,  asnistant  Treasury  mjent  on  iSt.  Gcorye 

Island. 


iiallits,  management,  pelagic  sealing. 

District  of  Colimbia, 

city  of  \Va  shin  {/ton  ^  ss: 

Thomas  V.  Ryan,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1  am  a  resident 
of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  and  am  ol  vears  old.     Durinsj 
the   years   18.S.J   and    lhi?t()  J    was  Assistant  Jreasury 
Ajji'nt,  ifsiding  on    St.  Cleorjje   Island,  one  of  the   Tribilot   Islands. 
I  arrived  there  about  the  1st  of  May,  ISSo,  and  remained  there  un- 
til August  1),  188G.     In  order  to  ])erform  my  duty  as  agent  I   made  a 

careful  stuch'  of  seal  life  on  the  island,  and  examined 
Amvaio<«.aiH.        .^^  j.^^.  .^^  ^  '^..^^  .^^^,^,  .^^^^^  ^j^^^  habits  of  the   fiir  seal. 

The  bnlls  generally  begin  to  arrive  on  the  island  during  the  fiist 
l)art  of  the  month  of  May.  The  cows  begin  to  appear  about  .Iun(^ 
J,  and  the  young  males,  or  bachelor  seals,  about  the  same  time. 
The  seals  which  are  'driven"  ; 'id  killed  are  bachelors  between 
tlu'  age  of  2  years  ami  5  years.  No  females  are  al- 
lowed to  be  driven  or  killed..  The  breeding  rooki'ries 
are  never  disturbed  in  any  way.  Tlu'  ride  that  "tlu^ 
use  of  tirearms  is  forbidd»'ii  between  May  1  and  De- 
eeml)er  I,  except  as  peiiiiittctl  by  the  (iovernment  olll- 
was  enforced  while  I  was  on  the  island.  No  dogs  are  ever  allowed 
upon  the  islands.  The  cow  gives  birth  to  her  jtup  .soon 
uiiu...(p..p«.  ,jj.^^,j,  .,i,j.jvi„g  on  the  breeding  rookeries,  and  I  think  a 


X(i  rciMiili'H  UiUcdon 

iKitlllllM. 

KiiriiniisCmliiilcli'ii. 


cer, 


RELATING   TO    ST.    GEORGE    ISLAND, 


175 


Mulls     l';lslilii;.      Ki- 
Iiiiilrs   (Vt'diiiii. 

I  cstiiiiiitc  tliiit 


Niiiitv     (iiT    nut 
liikiii  liiiii.lc  .s. 


COW  never  gives  suck  to  iiiiv  imt)  save  her  own :  I  judije   .,  P'"""'''''  "'i''^''  '"''^ 

,  .      ,.  1  !•  »  I  '     ,•         .  Iliiir«p«ii  piiiis. 

tins  troin  my  own  obs<M'Viition,     A  pnp  does  not  swim 
Mlien  first  born,  and  is  generally  two  months  old  before      '""p^s^imininK. 
it  iiioes  into  the  water.     I  have  seen  the  stomaehs  of  several  seals  aftci 
they  were  killed  and  tlu'y  contained  only  pici'cs  of  Ijsh.  which  seemed 
to  he  their  sole  food.     I  do  not  know  whether  they  eat  kelp  or  not. 

The  bnlls  do  not  eat  at  all  while  on  the  bieedinj;   rookeries.     The 
cows,   however,  eat  and  sonu'times  jyo  (iO  miles  to  yet 
food,  and  perhajts  farther.     Old  experient'cd   poat'hers 
iiifoi-med  me  that  they  remained  that  <listauce  from  the 
islands  to  captnre  the  seals  whci,  tlu'y  <'aine  to  feed, 
the  seals  killed  by  pelagic  hunters  are  at  least  1K»  per 
cent  females;  this  estinnite  is  based  on  the  great  nnin- 
ber  of  motherless  pui)s  I   have  <d)Served  on  the  rook- 
eries, and  also  on  statenu'nts  made  to  nu'  by  nmny  engaged  in  pelagic 
.sealing  whoni  I   met  and  conversed  with  at  I'nalask;'. 
There  was  but  one  successful  raid  on  the  rookeri«'s  while  ""  '"'""'' 

I  was  uixtn  i  he  island,  and  but  12.")  .seals  were  killed.     I  do  not  eoisjder 
that  rai<ls  on  the  rookeiies  have  anytliiM;^'  to  <lo  with 
the  decrease  of  the  number  of  seals.     1   am   further      I'livim;  ii,.t  injnii 
satisfied  after  my  two  years'  experience  that  tin'  driv- 
ing (»f  male  seals  to  the  killijig  grounds  by  the  natives  could  be  of  no 
possible  injury  to  seal  life  on  tiie  islands.    I  think  the 
sejrtjs  ought  to  be  protected  both  in  lieringSea  and  the 
Jsorth  I*acifi<'  Ocean,  and  pelagic  sealing  entirely  pro- 
hibited in  those  waters,  or  else  a  <'lose  .season  estab- 
lished, beginning  March  I  and  ending  cithei'  rfeptem- 
ber  1  (U-  October  1.     In  case  the  seals  are  not  protected 
in  this  manner,  1  believe  that  they  will  be  exteiiuinated  within  five 
yeais. 

T.  F.  HvAN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2<)th  «lay  of  March.  I.SJ)L*. 

[L.  Sl.|  vSeVELLON   a.    I5ur     N, 

Xotnri/  Public  in  ami  for  the  District  (ii/  Columbia,  o.  S.  A. 
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Deposition  Iff  W.  Ji.  Taylor,  assistant  Treasury  af/ent  on  St.  (ieoryc  Island. 
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DiSTlMCT   Ol'   ('oLTiMinA, 

City  of  WasliiiNiton,  ss: 
W.  r>.Tayl(U',ol()malia,  Nebr.,ln'ingdulysw(M'n,<lei)osesandsays:  [am 
41  ycivrsof  age.  Secretary  andTreasureroftheCilobe  Loan  and 'i'l  list  ( "om- 
paiiy,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  am  not  and  never  iiavebeeii  in  anyway 
conneet'il  with  any  company  engaged  in  the  seal  skin  indiistiy.     In  the 
year  ISSl  I  was  AssistantTreasiiry.Vgent  for  tlu' seal  islands.     1  arrived 
on  the  islands  in  tln'  latter  part  of  May  of  that  year,  and  after  a  wei'k's 
stay  on  St.  Paul  Island  (vas  detailed  to  St.  (li-nrge,  remaiiiiiig  there  ratil 
the  latter  part  of  .\iigiist.     Since  then  I  have  not 'oeen  on  the  islands. 
Whih'  on  St.deorge  1  wastni  the  killing  gi<»iinds  every 
day  during  the  season,  and  visited  the  rookeries  almost       ■'^i''""'"' 
daily,  both  in  connection  with  my  ollicial  duties  and  for  the  pnri»osc 
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of  studying  s«'al  life.  From  ciiiffully  <»)>s«M"viiiff  tlu'  {jroutuls  fornu'vly 
o(rni>ied  by  biei'diii^i'  seals,  as  pointed  out  to  nie  by  tln'  native's,  and 
from  statements  made  me  by  tliose  on  tlie  island,  1  Ix-lieve  there  were 
m<u'e  seals  on  tlie  islan<ls  in  l.S,Sl  tiian  \v.  any  year 
^^sjais  nMin.roi.s  in  previous  to  tliat  time.  I  believe  that  the  ii.creaseand 
decrease  of  seal  life  <'an  be  (tertainly  told  from  accurate 
measurements  of  the  breeding;  gionnds,  because  the  seals  herd  to- 
ji'ether  as  closely  as  possible,  wliether  there  are  few  or  nmny  of  them. 
JJut  the  mnnber  of  seals  can  not  be  estimated  with  even  ajiproximate 
accuracy,  because  of  the  rouj;hness  and  nnevenness  of  the  ground,  and 
because  during'  the  height  of  the  seas(»n  a  majority  of 
the  females  (called  cows)  are  out  at  sea  feeding,  being 
often  obliged  to  go  .'JO  or  more  miles  from  the  islands  for  this  pur|>ose, 
and  not  returning  till  late  at  night.  I  think  the  nundier  of  seals  here- 
tofore estimated  has  been  largely  exaggerated,  and  no  <lcpendence  can 
be  placed  on  any  estimate  as  to  their  numbers. 

During  the  year  I  was  on  the  Island  of  St.  (Jeorge  I  did  not  see  to 
exi'eed  twenty-five  dead  pups  on  the  rookeries,  and  the 
isJr  '"''"'  ''"'"  '"  bodies  of  these  were  not  emaciated,  but  had  evidently 
been  killed  by  the  old  bulls  climbing  over  them  in  their 
comlcfs.    From  my  observations  1    am  convinced  a  puj)  must  be  6 
(»r  S  weeks  old  before  it  can  swim,  and  that  a  fe- 
male generally  teaches  her  own  pup  the  use  of  his  Hij)- 
pers.    Jiirth  in  the  water  would  mean  immediate  death 
to  the  i»up,  both  because  of  the  fact  last  stated  and  from  the  further 
lactthat  for  a  day  or  two  after  birth  a  pup  is  entirely  heljiless.     In  my 
Judgment,  then,  a  seal  pup  for  thelirst  few  weeks  of  its 
life  is  a  land  (piadruped  and  in  no  sense  an  amphibian. 
1  believe  that  a  seal  is  naturally  a  land  animal,  as  all 
c<»i»ulation,  birth,  and  nursing  takes  plac»'  <m  shore,  and  the  only  reason 
1  think  the  seals  seek  the  water  is  because  they  are 
com|)elled  so  to  do  in  order  to  obtain  food.    This  is 
verified  from  the  fact  that  the  seals  remain  on  land  as 
long  as  jtossible,  until  the  need  of  food  and  severity  of  the  weather 
compel  them  to  take  to  the  sea.    A  female  when  she  returns  from  the 
feeding  grounds  will  alwavs  selci-t  her  own  pup  from 
rh'owMmir  ""'■    »•!  fl»<»st'  on  the  ro(.keries,and  will  givesuckto  no  othei-. 
li  is  therefore  myoi)inion  that  if  a  mother  seal  is  killed 
the  pup  will  certainly  die  of  starvation. 
I  made  a  very  particular  examination  and  study  of  the  methods  em- 
ployed by  the  natives  in  driving  and  killing  the  young 
males,  or  bachelors,  and  in  myopini<ui  these  methods 
are  the  very  best  that  coidd  be  adopted,  and  J  can  conceive  of  no  other 
way  which  could  be  employed  an<l  preserve  seal  life  so  ett'cctually.     In 
itarting  a  drive  the  bachehn-s  are  driven  from  the  hauling  giounds, 
which  are  separated  from  tne  breeding  groinids.     ( Jreat  care  was  always 
.   ^  ,    taken  not  to  disturit  the  breedt'rs;  no  one  was  ever  al- 
lowed  to  go  on  the  bree<ling  grounds  during  the  rutting 
season,  all  observations  as  to  the  habits  being  made  from  ov«'rhangiiig 
cliS's  or  some  elevation  in  the  vicinity  of  the  harems.     I  never  saw  but 
one  female  killed  out  of  the  2(»,(MKI  taken  on  St.  (ieorge 
on^'iXnd".  ""' *""''''  Island  ill  188',  and  that  was  accidental.    A  drive  is 
always  made  between  L' and  <»  o'clock  in  the  movning, 
when  the  weather  is  cool  and  there  is  less  liability  of  o\erheatiiigtheseals. 
Seals  are  drivi'ii  as  slowly  as  is  jtossible  and  still  keej) 
thcin  in  motion.    1  do  not  think  that  there  were  tlfty 
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sciils  killed  «luiin}if  the  season  by  overheiitiiiff  and  sniotlieiinfr,  aiul  in 
all  eases  the  skins  of  these  weje  taken  and  counted  with  the  other 
skins  transported  to  tiie  salt  houses.  1  never  saw  or  lu'ard  of  the  j;en- 
erative  organs  of  a  male  seal  being  injured  by  redriving,  and  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  utterly  absurd  that  anyone  eould  think  that  an  animal 
with  sueh  wonderful  vitality  as  is  possessed  by  the  male  seal  eould  be 
injured  or  his  reprodiu'tive  jxjwers  impaired  by  driving  or  redriving. 
If  sueh  a  thing  should  occur  it  W()uld  be  at  once  notiiteable,  for  the  im- 
potent bull  would  (-ertainly  haul  up  with  the  bachelors,  having  no  in- 
clination and  vig<u'  to  maintain  himself  on  the  rookeries. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  a  bull  is  able  to  serve  from  three  to  five  e()W8  a 
day,  and  ceitainly  over  a  hundred  in  a  season.    I  hav»'  . 

seen  over  forty  cows  at  one  time  in  a  harem,  and  the  c.i  i.'iX.""''"'"' '"'"'"^ 
bull  who  possessed  this  harem  was  continually  striving     jj.||.^, 
to  obtain  more  cows.    There  was  but  one  raid  on  the 
rookeries  while  I  was  there,  and  that  took  place  <m  Otter  Jsland,  about 
sixty  skins  being  taken.    After  that  raid  the  (Jovernment  kept  a  man 
on  Otter  Island  <luring  the  entire  .summer  to  i)rotect  it  from  marauders. 
Kaids  <m  the  islands  never  affected  seal  life  to  any  ex- 
tent.   Since  my  residence  on  the   Pribilof  Islands  I     '^""'^  »>' i"'"-"'"- 
have  kept  a  very  careful  wattOi  of  th:i  progress  of  events  there,  and 
have  interviewe<l  a  great  many  connecte*!   with  the  seal  industry.     I 
am  of  the  c<mvictioii  that  the  reported  decr«'ase  in  seal 
life  on  thes(^  islands  can  be  attributeil  to  no  other  cause  pehiui™m.aiin.''''''    *" 
save  i)elagic  sealing.    While  I  was  located  at  St. ( ieoige 
Jsland  in  1S,S1  pelagic  sealing  was  tln'n  and  previous  to  that  time  had 
been  of  very  little  consecjueiice,  having  very  slight  effect  ui)on  s«'al  life. 
Not  more  tlnm  four  or  five  vessels  were  engaged  in  i>elagic  sealing  in 
ISSl  in  the  waters  of  liering  Sea,  and  i)rior  to  that  time  a  stiU  fewer 
nund)er  well,  o,i  engaged.     lUit  since  1S81  this  industry      ^,     , 
has  grown  yearly  uiiti!  :iow  about  a  hundred  vessels  are  H,.„iei8. 
destroying  the  Kenls  in  great  nnmbei-s,  and,as  I  am  in-      ^,,,,1.,  f,.,„i,i,.8  ta 
formed  and  believe,  the  great  majority  of  those  killed  utm.     •    '  '  ' 
are  females.    Then  too,  large  numlnTs are  killed  in  this     wasicofiiie. 
way  which  are  never  recovered  or  reported.    It  is,  there- 
fore, in  my  opinion,  necessary  that  the  seals  should  be 
protected,  and  all  killing  in  the  water  prohibited  in  all 
waters  which  the  seal  herd  frecpients,  and  especially  in 
Bering  Sea  and  while  the  herd   are  en  route  to  and 
from  the  islands  through  the  Aleutian  passes. 

W.  B.  Taylor. 

Subscril)«'d  and  sworn  to  befon^  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  foi-  the 
District  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  2Uth  day  of  Apiil,  1S5>2. 
[L.  s.j  Sevkllon  a.  Brown. 
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l)ej)onUion  of  Oeorf/e  ir«/7?/Mow,  a,s.s>.stant  Treasury  agent  on  St.  (jcorge 

Island. 

habits;  management;  pelagic  sealing. 

District  of  Columbia, 

Cify  of  Watihinffton,  ss: 

(lecuge  Wardman,  «)f  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 

l)osj^s  and  says:   I  am  TiO  y«?ars  of  age,  ami  editor  of  the  IMftsbnrg  Pk'ss. 

In  1879  as  a  journalist  Innuh'atrip  to  Alaska  on  the  United  Stnte«  iev«'- 

uue  steamer  Ru.sh,  <luring  her  summer  cruise.    On  that  trij)  1  stopped  at 
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many  points  alonjj  the  northwest  coast,  the  Ahiskan  coast,  and  the  AU'n- 

tian  (!haui,  and  also  visited  the  Piibilof  Ishnids  and  St. 
Ex,..ri.i.co.  Micliael,  '^oiuii  as  far  north  as  IJerinj;  Straits,    On  April 

4,  1.S81, 1  was  appointed  Assistant  Special  Treasnry  Aj^ent  for  tlie  Seal 
Ishuids,  and  immediately  after  sueh  ap])ointnient  proceeded  to  San  Fraii- 
eiscoand  sailed  for  the  islands,  arrivinj;- there  in  the  latter  part  of  May.  I 
was  then  detailed  by  Cohmel  Otis,  Special  Treasnry  Agent  for  the  Seal 
Islands,  to  the  Island  of  St.  (leorge,  and  nntil  May  29,  IHS;!,  1  remained 
in  charge  of  that  Island.  Daring  tliat  time  1  returned  but  twice  to  the 
United  States.  1  made  j-areful  examination  of  the  rookeries  each  year, 
and  after  the  first  year  I  comi^ared  my  yearly  obscjrvations,  so  that  1 
might  arrive  at  some  ctMichision  as  to  whetiier  it  was  possible  an<l  ex- 
pedient to  increase  (mr  i>ortion  of  the  quota  of  skins  to  be  taken  <m 
St.  George  Island  without  injuriously  affecting  seal  life  there.  I  am 
satisfied  fnmi  my  observations  that  the  bleeding  grounds  on  St.  (leorge 

coverv^l  greater  areas  in  1884  tlian  in  ISSl,  and  that 

imiease,  1881- 84.     ^^^^^  jj^Yj  inaterially  increased  betAveen  those  dates;  and 

this  fact  was  verified  by  all  the  natives  on  the  island.     In  fact  there 

was  no  disagreement  by  anyone  located  on  the  islands  as  to  that  i)oint. 

I  am  furtiier  satistted  that  during  this  time  tlu're  was 
Pk-iity  of  mail's.       always  a  sufficient  number  of  males  to  fertilize  the  cows 
on  the  rookeries;  otherwise  there  could  have  been  no  increase  in  the 
breeding  grounds. 

While  I  was  on  the  n  I  never  saw  more  than  twenty-five  dead 

pups  on  the  rookeries  dm  .  .  ,i'iy  one  season.  I  have  seen  occasionally  a 
dead  one  among  the  bowlders  along  the  shon?,  which  had  probably  been 
killed  by  the  surf;  but  these  dead  pups  were  in  no  instaiu-e  emaciated. 

A  cow  will  not  suckle  any  pup  but  her  own.    Of  this  I 
K.iiiiii.H  nurse  only   .,„j  t'oiiviiice<l,  because  I  liave  seen  cows  drive  otf  other 

pups  when  they  ajtproached  them,  and  wait  until  they 

api)eared  to  recognize  their  own.     I  further  think  that  if  a  mother  were 

killed  her  \m\i  would  starve  to  death,  for  she  suckles  the  pup  during 

the  time  it  remains  on  the  island,  and  it  has  no  other  ny..ins  of  subsist- 

.    ,   ,.  ence.      During  the  rutting  season  the  bulls  generallv 

Females  feoiling.  .  i         i        i  -i       i.i        j-  i  *       ii* 

remain  upon  land,  while  the  temales  are  constantly 

iMiiiB  u-arnUig  to  going  to  aiul  froin  the  water,  feeding  and  bathing,  and 

"*""■  teaciiing  their  imps  to  swim,  as  1  l)elieve.  Mliich  the 

pups  are  unable  to  do  for  the  first  six  Aveeks  of  their  existence.     In 

fact,  a  pu|)  is  afraid  of  the  water  during  these  six  weeks  and  needs 

a  good  ileal  of  c<taxing  at  first  to  get  him  to  go  into  it.     Young  pups 

can  not  be  driven  into  the  water  by  men,  and  when  I  tried  to  drive 

them  in  before  they  had  learned  to  swim  they  wimld  invaiiablj'  run 

back  fr<»m  the  water.     While  htcated  <ni  St.  (Jeorge  I 

Managemen  .  becinne   tlionmghly   acquainted   with  the  methods  of 

driving,  handling,  and  killing  the  bachelor  seals  by  the  natives.    I 

believe  those  methods  are  the  very  best  that  could  be  adopted  for  the 

preservation  of  the  rookeries  and  conservation  of  seal  life. 

A  female  was  never  killed  while  I  was  on  St.  (leorge,  except  by  acci- 

<lent.     Seals  were  rarely  killed  by  overdriving;  but 

when  such  an  acci«lent  occurred  the  skin  was  taken  off 

and  included  in  the  (luota.     Often  after  the  tlrive  1 

went  over  the  ground  W'heie  the  seals  had  been  driven  and  c<mnted 

those  left  on  the  road.     They  were  very  few  in  number  and  did  not 

afl'ect  seal  hfe  in  general  on  tiie  island.    The  <mly  injury  I  ever  noticed 

from  redriving  was  that  the  hind  Hippers  of  yearlings 

which  had  been  driven  several  times  would  be  slightly 
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abraded.  They  were  footsore,  you  nii<;ijt  Siiy,  but  there  was  mt  in- 
jury to  the  reproductive  orjiiins  of  the  iiinles  driven.  I  am  satislij'd 
the  natives  wouhl  have  noticed  it  and  spokm  to  tiie  CJovernnjent 
ajri'nts  about  it  if  we  iuul  overh>ok«'d  tlie  fact.  My  attention  was  never 
calh'd  to  anything  of  this  kind,  and  in  all  my  experience  J  never  heard 
of  a  male  bein<;'  so  iiyured.  Even  if  a  male  were  driven  once  a  day  for 
ten  successive  days,  I  am  certain  that  such  driving  would  not  iniiuiir 
his  future  usefulness  as  a  progenitoi-  of  his  species. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  all  killing  of  seals  in  the 
water  should  be  itrevented,  both  in  IJering  Sea  an«l  the 
Korth  Pa<'itic,  because  the  seals  thus  killed  are  slaugh- 
tered without  discrimination  as  to  age  or  sex.  In  case 
such  killing  be  prevented  in  the  water,  siu'h  regulations 
can  be  enforced  ui»on  the  islands  that  the  Pribilof  seal  herd  will  yield 
a  sui)]»ly  of  skins  for  an  indetinite  period  without  reducing  the  size  of 
the  herd.  If,  however,  the  killing  of  seals  in  the  water  is  not  pre- 
vented, all  calculations  looking  toward  the  preservation  of  them  on  the 
islainls  by  the  Governnu'nt  and  the  lessees  will  be  of  no  avail,  and  the 
Alaska  seal  will  be  exterminated.  As  seals  are  found  in  large  numbers 
over  100  miles  from  the  islands  during  the  entire  sum- 
mer, a  zone  30  or  40  miles  about  the  islands  in  which  '^"■'^"  •""'''««• 
0])en-sea  sealing  were  prevented,  if  such  could  be  done,  would  be  of 
comparati\  ely  little  protection  to  seal  life. 

Geo.  Wardman. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  this  15th  day  of  Apiil,  1S02. 

CUAS.   L.  HUGHKS, 

Notary  rublic. 


Deposition  of  Daniel  Webster^  agent  of  lessees  on  St.  George  Island. 
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ST.  GEORGE  ISLAND,  Prilnlof  Group,  ALASKA,  U.  S.  A.,  ss: 

Daniel  Webster,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1  am  00  ye^irs 
of  age,  and  am  a  resident  of  Oakland,  Cal. ;  my  occupation  is  that  of  htcal 
agentfor  the  North  American  Commercial  Comi)any,  and  at  present  I  am 
stationed  ou  St.  George  Island,  of  the  Pribilof  Group, 
Alaska.  1  have  been  in  Alaskan  wateis  every  yeai'  but 
two  since  I  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  I  tirst  went  to  IW'hring  Sea  in 
\Si5  ou  a  whaling  voyage,  and  annually  visited  tliose  waters  in 
that  pursuit  until  l.SdS,  at  which  tinu'  the  i»ur(thas(^  and  transte.r  of 
Alaska  was  made  to  the  United  States;  since  that  time  1  have  been 
engaged  in  the  taking  of  fur  seals  for  th«iir  skins.  In  1S70  I  entered 
the  employ  of  the  lessees  of  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  have  been  so  en- 
gag«'d  ever  since,  and  for  the  last  thirteen  years  have  been  the  com- 
l)any's  local  agent  on  St.  George  Island,  and  during  the  sealing  season 
have,  a  partof  the  time,  gone  to  St.  Paul  Island  an<l  took  charge  of  the 
killing  at  Northeast  Toint,  which  is  known  to  be  the  largest  fur  seal 
rookery  in  the  world.  For  ten  years  prior  to  1.S78  I  reside*!  most  of  the 
tnue  at  Northeast  Point,  having  landed  and  taken  seals  tln're  in  1808. 
J  have  had  twenty  four  years' experience  in  the  fur  seal  industry  as  it 
exists  in  the  waters  of  <^he  North  Pacific  ami  Behiin^  Sea,  and  have 
made  a  very  careful  study  of  the  habits  and  conditions  of  this  useful 
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aiiininl.  Dui  iiiR  tliis  period  it  lias  been  my  duty  as  n  trusted  emiiloye 
of  the  lessees  to  observe  and  report,  eaeh  year,  tlie  condition  of  tiie 
rookeries.  My  instructions  were  exi)lieit  and  enipliatic  to  never  jter- 
mit,  under  any  cireum stances,  any  jiractices  to  obtain  that  would  result 
in  injury  to  the  herds.  These  instructions  have  been  faithfully  carried 
out  by  myself  and  other  emi)loy«''S  of  the  lessees  of  the  Islands,  and 
the  laws  and  rejiulations  governing  the  perpetuation  of  seal  life  have 
been  rigidly  enforced  by  all  the  Government  Agents  in  charge  of  the 
Islands. 
In  my  twenty-three  years'  experience  as  a  whaler  in  Behring  Sea  and 

the  Xorth  Pacific,  during  which  time  1  visited  eveiy 

"'"*"■  part  of  the  coast  surrounding  these  waters,  and  my 

subseiiuent  twenty-four  years' experience  on  the  seal  islands  in  JBerhing 

and  Okhotsk  seas,  I  have  never  known  or  heard  of  any 
Aia!<kiinH.'n|i.m<is  i)laee  whcrc  tlic  Ahiskau  fur  seals  breed  except  on  the 
i.„,;i8.  Pribuon  Group  in  JJering  Sea.    Ihese  islands  are  iso- 

lated and  seem  to  ]»ossess  the  necessary  climatic  con- 
ditions to  make  them  the  favorite  breeding  grounds  of  the  Alaskan  fur 
seals,  and  it  is  here  they  congregate  during  tlie  summer  months  of  each 

year  to  bring  forth  and  rear  their  young.    Leaving  the 
Mipradtm.  islaiids  late  in  the  fall  or  in  early  winter,  on  account  of 

the  inclemency  of  the  weather  they  jmirney  southward  through  the 
passes  of  the  Aleutian  Archipelago  to  the  coast  of  California,  Oregon, 
and  Washington,  and,  gradually  working  their  way  back  to  IJering 
Sea,  they  again  come  ui>  on  the  rookeries  soon  after  the  i<!e  disai)pi'ars 
from  the  shores  of  the  islands;  and  my  observatirm  leads  me  to  believe 
that  they  select,  as  near  as  i)o8sible,  the  ])laces  they  occupied  the  year 

before.     The  young  seals  are  born  on  the  breeding 
'"'"'  rookeries  in  June  and  July.    The  head  constitutes  the 

greater  part  of  this  animal  at  this  time,  and  they  are  clumsy  and  awk- 
ward in  all  their  movements,  and  if  swejit  into  the  water  by  accident 
or  otherwise  would  perish  fr<mi  inability  to  swim — a  fact  that  1  have 
often  observed,  and  one  which  is  well  known  to  all  who  have  paid  any 
attentiini  to  the  subject.  Practically  they  remain  in  this  helpless 
condition,  though  taking  on  fat  rapidly,  until  they  are  from  <»  to  7 

weeks  old,  when  they  commence  to  go  into  the  shal- 

i...an.inn  to  8w,i...   j^^^^  ^yater,  and,, alter  repeated  trials,  learn  to  swim; 

but  even  then  they  s^^ond  most  "of  their  time  on  land  until  they  leave 

the  islands  late  in  November.    During  the  first  few  weeks  after  their 

birth  they  are  not  amphibious,  and  land  is  a  necessity  to  their  exist- 

.       ence.    The  mother  seals  go  out  to  sea  to  feed  soon  after 

miiig.      giviug  birth  to  their  young,  and  return  at  intervals  of 

from  a  few  hours  to  several  days  to  suckle  ai'd  nourish  their  young. 

The  mother  seal  readily  distinguishes  her  own  oflspring  from  that  of 
others,  nor  will  she  iiermit  the  young  of  any  other  seal  to  suckle  her. 
1  lijive  noticed  in  the  killing  of  young  seals  (pui)s)  for  food,  in  Novem- 
ber, that  their  stomachs  were  full  of  milk,  although  apparently  the 
mothers  had  not  been  on  the  islands  for  several  days  previous.  J  have 
observed  that  the  male  seals  taken  in  the  forepart  of  the  season,  or 
within  a  few  days  after  their  arrival  at  the  islands,  are  fat  and  their 
stomachs  contain  quantities  of  undigested  fish  (mostly  cod),  while  the 
stomachs  of  those  killed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  season  are  empty; 
and  they  diminish  in  tiesh  until  they  leave  the  islands  late  in  the  season. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  while  the  female  often  goes 
Wuillf^iirilmii.''^^''^'    ^^"8  distances  to  feed  while  giving  nourishment  to  her 

young,  the  male  seals  of  two  years  old  and  over  seldom, 
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iniffri"*!  ►»'.    -it  iif li>\ ill il.     V\'ini[  tlti'  hi'aIi*  iirc    1,1  Jiiti  'i  ^fl')>^^  jrn. mi 
.'h«'\   lO.  itot  t'iisil\  lViir''!'''!i("l  aiilcw    h«v  iicf  Nm  iiiicl.  .»,>|.ii':i<  ii=  «i. 

ai'ii  e.f'u  till'  thi'-y  sVill  ;4<»  '»iir  .V  -Jluut   (list.ui*'*;  it  ll ,••«••  .tt   tlico 

.■ri]a*M  U<'i.-tnnc.-*  siiri'iiMi-y, 

if,  i^  ilVJn)t.S''t>|p  t<»   r-[lii»iir<'  Willi  'IIIV    -MI  tif  ;lf«'ilVt'i\ 
^•■•>1>   »«»  tit;    I*iihi|..f  1  .|a(bl-',  hi-(  .nis»>  al  111'  -(  ;i!h  Iti  ii,,: 
Afn.M  fJiOyii'  iiiiitioij,  utiii  ^t'Citu-.' ti'f  l>i    '••ii'i;;  j;r<ii'iMl.^ 
•,ff  •««»  «.'»i«  I'lcd  witii   hfiikiii   u»k-',  •((  '>il  m/f-:  tiiar  (In- 
.'>»<<«'\  ^iirit'-.     I  liiiiik  111!  fsiiiMi'">  it.>.i;'(i>i.ijv  ;.ii;»il<  an  iiii  •«•'!, i' U- 
.(U'i   'IS    »Ih'  r:isi    «it'  1':Ili'ii  .mii  oli.i  in  whu  Ikmc  •  i.'tlrn-.'ovi'i'  l<i    (;i:»!«f   ,• 
.*>(»,=vt>l'   s<' li  IJ!'*'.  till'  !HI!»!'>i'!  •<  ;II->,  ill  lll\  >!]iin  j.-))!,  4>V  \,;>;.';;iti',!         M, 
it     i'.    iifv   ii\'  I  lU'    iM'i-iMliii.j:;   ,;i   i;i,,(1-.,  livWi'Vei.  >ii»(>  >v    ;il|    !1U'|  i':i,Sf    t  f   .1, 
«  •    *  »•}   (iio  lUiiii'xrol'  It- lis,  lnTiiMsc  fhf  I'.uv.ijt    ii'-A  .<i  \,ty-'  < mv.  •<!  i 
"ij.i.  .*!'.-•<  a«  cl'ix'l)  US' till'  iiii'iv*  .<i  n..i'  i^i.iiHi  ]  iMM:  (f>ti?i"  r  .i.   <i  •    (.in 
>•.-..  ./ilj  ;h'nilil.      My  .i!>s<';  ViUiiH!  b  i"  hcoit  t)i:i{  Miii'('   u:)(  -i;,    m\j4.i; 
.i.i;^      ('  ?!ti'   ro  ikciK's    lVi:]ii    l>'7<)    iij>   1f<   ,if    'U;is<   l-'7i), 
>  •  ■    (  'ii.t  !  .'.il  rihuft   (ll  iiic cif'-ni!  miiiui!;'i'r5!MiL  (»t"i'ir 

1  V  ^i-  l.v  tJtc   l.  Ilia-;}  SiaU'S  <  i-niTtiUM  Mf,      I  v.  Ww  \.  (';u 
'■'5"^»  i   tluMli^ltl    1  Ut'pui  to  nufii  0  a  liiJ.'il!^-  fiV  'Vdu;  ! '.»i  v.n.    i-M"';hin  ■  .>.• 
I  i>i'  1  .'(I  'U'l   o(  .sisils  t.ii    N<fi  flu'.ist   P:>ii^!r,  rnoKiiv,  huf 
f'.i  '  tl-N  i-i^iiso  \^,^«<^i()  vv.vy  Kliv,in  tltat  jiiniciiUy  i(   vvii<ii<{ 

uV    'li.:V«V  |»»ii'Ii    it';:-rf\'c-il   l3y   'l|!«'    !(\<s  t-Uli:Il'.i  r    V\li1|     ,v..! 

.»-•»  .,-)•'  irs  »''Hi<i't  iuti-^  "^liufi  1:  ^^xti  I  f(>'i!'J  T'ct  (!isr.>vi'V 
•  i   r,  ;i;    ;i.si-ir  (»;.  ,(ii.\   n.r  tftr.  (lihr-i    ii>-'h''."'*-.-J.      Ill  JHSJ 

■.}■•    i>>'.-|   iif)l  ic'ij  ;)   4U:C!"X'M!<r.  iill'l  H    lM*f;i  ,!|l- M>  IlUIll' .hI 
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'   -Jil  IM'^V  or  JS^N,  i,owi,\  <:r.  Lhf  d»'«-j'.  a.*.*  Wii.'^  H'tf   I'l'i!    m;  "i.i  i('.,'i»;> 
••,     v.  ,i<.  \vht-h  tiiiH"  uh'  sTii«(Hh1  'vas  !'">««•  iMi  hvui  (i 
.•)•>    ■  {.oand  r«VHi8  to  ."/  .iri!    i.\  pooiiil,-*.     Tio'  JirU'J'tm' 
.ij-Mfl-*   of-  Noitln   isr    r..;t<t    iitpt     U,>    Ihv     ^<»n.{:JNi 
■•:"■•  'rijini  til.' uLlitT  rook' rii-.'*   '■i-'iui'^*',  j^<  I  i;»i!«vi'. 
,  t  ,  *  inv'  li'if  till'  'iraiii  i.'t  OjM'-M  .-'til  sc  jjiiiy  i;iin;;i»  li'^'"'' 
>    n  Vv»r'i!i('asr  PnUit.  J«-  <uws  lV.->ui  »'>«■  '*UirtV  r  »oki'.rii0.s  iuvviH;^  j^i  m- 
>     il'i   -oaf  iiWiiTil  tt.' Cerii,  vlit'Vt'.  the,  iu;),l.,M-t;y  nt   the  siiviUii.!;"  ^.i  hin^iMi  * 
■'>■<•  Ml tj:i»r<l  ii    tiik mil  1*0;!  1      Tlifit' «*»>!*  ut'Vt>r  whili-  {       „       .     .     , 

Hill  ■..         r      •  .  N.I  litih  <i(  lull. 11. 

!  «  .  -  ,  .n'ji  Upon    ;iu>  l.-iaiKls   ui^y   .>;!-;i.'CJty  yf  vi(.;oioa;j 
•*'••-'  Jbc Ti'  al\va>  -  bi  iri"'  a  s<nllifi<':,r.!iiitob«T  to  tVi'tiliM'  uU  t}n-  «^nvs  cdti! 
•  ,1  T,i  -Im',  IslaTiifs,     It  was  always  lionic  in  litiui!  hytUose  on  tlii'  Islamic 
"j    V  .1  Mitlhrit'al  I  tualK?^' ot  mal<'.-<  ciuHt  be  pri'siTVi'il  for  bcHOiliiig  )»•: 
,•*•■'*    t}i'\  tliis,u'"tmiits  jianiy  lor  th.- K>\v<?ri\ij;  of  tl»^  stitiul  tnl  \v«'icUl 
<    ^h!<-i'  10  ISSS.    Tln'soason  oilH'.M  Nimvvcd  ihat  lualfspals  l!;'.«.l  v<'!'t;iiio> 
!>«>••»  i»'  .snnifient  inm)!>er  flie  yoHi  bi'toi'i*.  bt'cAuwe  tlii>  }>U|»s  on  llic 
;  '.vtrc  a«  msniy  h.h  xIkkiIU   bo  for  Uie  n'Hnb'T  o;'  iX'^vs  )an»liai:t. 
•   iKaiip   tlio  8'nu<?  art  ill  loniK'r  y^'ats.     TIm"h,  t^>o,  flKTe  Wii«  ?* 
wv-ijj^vrv  of  n'^'ofous  Imils  In  IS1>1  4vho  t'lKiM  «tbmiR   no 
"•'»'•-..    VJu-ry  cari' jstiikoii  in  <lf  i\int' tin*  ^fiilt^ '"iTi'ii  tlu'       *"'>''«i-'- 
!.4i?h.fc.f  <o  tin-  kiiliii^;'  irvouH'ls,  and.  ilminjr  Ui«-  u'jjfuliU'  killing,' se:i'*(»'a'of 
Jiiit*;  tmi!  .ifily,  TJu>r<' arr  no  f(f>iiiaU"s  vtrivfu  bccauj^i-,  nt  Uiis  Kt^wwi,  fla-y 
.  ,.,      ,-!>n'<Mliii^'  rook«M'iosaiV(i(lo  ivot  iiit«rmin|afU''with  thoyomisf  Msa'os. 

.',!  l(l.\  oai'  (l.u'S  hiiiijn  );  lo  bi'  in  thoiiliv«»  fcrO;\l  ♦••■iV'?  f»  «;>kcii 
sM>t.  i.v»  vuifji'i'  lu'i  ;  thf  Ui\^  jufiribitiii;;  iIk  icilliuji  of  thf  f»-i,{«iis.»  .'j«\j1  Im 
vfi'H  lis.*' 't>!u<xl  l>\  t'ti  iiativv''.  aai!  fin  \  art'  f liorou^iJilv  -fi  ^yH>J>alil_v 
with  iu     5'.V(  a  »v\u<»  I-  r^i  r^\|Ui'sl  tii.-iii  t.<>  kill  a  fciualc  m-^1  i\n->y  would 
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if  t'ViT.  leavi'  tin-  islaiiiN  I'l.  limt  purpast'  until  tliey  stort  on  rln-ir 
.'uitrr.ilidii  sniitliumd.  VVIicn  llif  seals  art'  on  flic  l)i(M'(liii;r  j^ioiimls 
thrv  irt' iiof  easily  tViij'iltMHMl  unless  they  art'  t*»>  iie;'rl>  ajipiemeln'l, 
.mil  c-vi'ii  tlie  I  tlii'y  Will  *><>  !>iit  a  ^lioif  ilistancr  il'  the  eaM.se  ul'  flieii 
fjiirlf!  i'ei'nincs  stationary. 

It  IS  uiipinsiltU*  t(i  e.stiinatc  wifli  any  <oil  of  act'iiraty  tlif  niunbt  r  <»i' 
Vi*lM.»ii  liie  I'liliil'if  Islands,  hciiin'^e  of  rli'M'alsheiny 

^,      .  ,  ,  ,  ,11  1-  1  lmiii>i>mlil"'  to  .Pill- 

••<■•'. ?'t,uitly  111  inition,  aiiil  l)ei'anse  liie  niceUiny  ^^tohikIs   hkii.- miiiiiImt..i  v.iIh 
;kr4.  H»  eovorcd  with  liroUoai  rock.s  of  all  sizes  that  tlu>   "i""'-""'*- 
•ii'»>pitv  varies.      I   IhinU   all  eslinial  •->   ln'n'l:oriiii:   made  arc  iiineliaMc, 
.♦iid  iti  flic  ease  ot'  j-'llint  and  otliers  whu  have  iMidca vi.vimI  io  inaUe  a 

•  ■»  n^U'  of  seal  life,  the  mi  minis  .mi-,  in  my  opinion,  cxafffjeiated,     Meas 
..^"•■iiu'nlv  of  'lie  hn-cdin^"  ;;iiMi!id;-'.  h'uvevi'i',  sliow  an  uifrease  i-r  de- 

•  itax'of  tln^  niinilxT  (»f  seals,  bn-aiise  the  liar-Mii'^  are  ahva.s--  etouded 
.;4»>li(«-r  as  closely  as  the  nature,  of  the  <;-ii»iind  and  teiniier  of  ilie   uM 

!»<(li>\\ill  peiinit.     My  ol»spi  Viitinii  has  b«eii  that  there  >vas  an  evpaii 
hill   III'  the   ronkeiies  tVitin   ISTfi   Up   to  nf    least  |S7;), 
v-Vieh  fact  I  aftiilMitc  to  flic  careful  inana;:iciiieiit  of  ihe  ,,,i'''s','i.ll|'/HVMM'i,";'V 
'-•'aiids  l)y  t  he  I 'iiitcil  >States  (<o\  crniuent.     luthoyear 
\-«*)  I  t!ioUi;ht  1  l>ej;an  to  notice  a  fdliiiji'  off  finin  the  year  pievi<»iis  of 


,«»  number  <tf  seal.s  on   iN'oitlieast   Point  ronkeiN,  but 


M't-:  decrea 


.se  was  so  very  sli''Ii|  that  nrobablv  it  woi 
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lhS4     illi'l 


•ol  hax'c  been  observed  i).\  (Uic  le.s.s  familiar  wifii.-'al 

'ti'e  and  its  condif  ions  iliaii  I:  lull  I  could  not  di" ')>,  cr  nr  Icarn  tliat  it 

'iiov  cd   itself  (Ul  any  of  ;  Uc  (^ihei    rciiKcries.     In  lS8f 

in«l  ifSSo  I  noiiced  a.  deereaise.  and  it  becaiac  -o  marked 

la    !ss<;   that  ovoayofie  on   the   islands  saw    It.      This 

•  r..u  kcd    decrease  in   iSSti  showed   itself  «mi   all  the   rookeries  on  buth 

.'.ilM.IS. 

Until  l.'SS7  or  ISS.^',  however,  the  de<'rease  was  nut  felt    in  nhtainiii:,'- 


l!r<lii. mill  III  aIiiiiiI 
ril  ul     .KiiiK  lak>  II 


skills,  al  which  time  the  standard  was  lowered  fr<un  (» 
iul  7  pmiiid  skins  to  ."  and   iA  pounds.     The  liaultii;^ 
„!oniids  of  N<u'tlieast    INu'iit   ki'])t    iiji    the    standard 
'oii;;ei  fliafi  tlie  otlier  ro(>kon'cs,  because,  a.>  1  ]»eli"vc,  the  latter  rook 
t  f'-A->  iiad  fell  tin-  drain  oj'  open  sea  .se'.din.^  diiiiM;L'  ISS.i  and  1^'S'i  uene 
h.'iii  Norilu'ast  I'oiiit.  'he  cows  from  the  i>t'ier  rookeries  having  ^ouc 
U>  the  soutliward  to  feed,  where  tlu^  inajority  of  (he  se.iiliiij;  schoonei^. 
>ttic  eni>a:i'ed  in  lakin<>"  seal.     There  was  never  \s  Idle  I 

,     '^    ■  4  I        I  T         ]  •,  •'      ■  Viila.li  III  liuils. 

•)^\e  been  iiiiiui  tiie  Islands  any  Mareify  or  vii>oriuis 
',•»}.>.  there  always  beinsa  snflicientmiiiiiier  to  fertilize  all  the  cows  com 
•  w*  lo  the  islands,  it  was  always  borne  in  mind  bytlio,-»e  <ui  hlie  Islands 
'?»H?  ;i  sntlicient  nun)l»<'r  of  males  must  be  preserved  for  brec<line  pnr- 
(•'*s.  and  thisaecouiits  partly  for  the  loweriiiji  of  the  standard  wei^'ht 
•«' skills  in  is.ss.  The  season  of  ISlU  shdV.ed  that  male  seals  had  certainly 
fm'ii  ill  sulVn;ii'nl  number  the  yi'Ui'  befon',  because  tbe  |)U])s  on  the. 
>'H>kcries  were  as  many  as  should  be  for  tlie  nuinber  of  c((ws  l.indiii});, 
t>  c  i.iiiu  beinjtif  the  saiuc  as  in  torm(>r  \i'ars.  Tlitui,  too,  there  was  a 
Kurpius  of  viii'oroiis  bulls  in  ISOl  who  could  obtain    no 
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\'(U'y ciiic  isjaken  in  dinni;;  the  seal 


n(    I 


1  till 


iuiidinji' to  the  killiii.i;  j:;ronnds.  and,  dunnyriu  r.  gular  killin.i;  scasin!  of 
•'ws.i  and  duly,  there  are  no  females  driveii  beean.se, at  this  season,  the\' 
.«»>'.. 1 1  the  breeding  rook  cries  and  do  not  iiitermiiii!le  with  tlii'.youiiufuiah's. 
Jf  oceasionally  <ui(>  docs  happen  to  l)e  in  tlie  •dii\ c  fi'reat  can;  is  l.ikeu 
not  to  iniure  her;  the  law  proliibitiujn  the  killing;  ol'  ihi  feiunle  ■-"  il  is 
\\tll  understood  by  the  natives,  and  they  arc  t liorouj:;lily  in  s\mpathy 
with  it.     ICveu  wore  i  to  rcpiest  them  b)  kill  a  i'einalc  seai  tbe>  ^vould 
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if  «'V«'r,  Iciivi'  the  isliimls  r»r  tliaf  purpose  iiiifil  tliey  start  on  flu'ir 
iiiijiiiilioii  soiitliward.  Wlicii  tlic  srals  ait^  cm  the  iMcediii};  •j^ioiiikIs 
tlicy  arc  not  easily  IVijihteiied  unless  tliey  are  f(n»  nearly  approached, 
ami  (^veii  the  i  they  will  ;;o  luit  a  short  distance  if  the  cause  of  their 
tVi;;ht  becomes  stationary. 

It  is  impossihle  to  estimate  with  any  sort  of  accuracy  the  nuinber  of 
seals  on  tile  I'rildlof  Islands,  itecause  of  til'- seals  heinj; 

....  ,.  ,     ,  il  1  !■  1  lIII|10.H.S|ll|c     til     l'»ll- 

constantly  in  motion,  and  Mecause  the  hi  ceding'  ^idiinds  ,uaw  iniiiiinrnt  MmU 
are  so  covered  with  luoken  rocks  of  all  si/^^s  that  the  ""  i"'"'"'" 
density  varies.  I  think  all  estiinatcs  heretofore  made  are  uiirelialdo, 
ami  in  the  case  of  Klliot  and  otlieis  who  have  endeavored  to  make  a 
census  of  s«'al  life,  the  iiuiiil>ersar(>.  in  my  opinion,  exaj^jicratiMl.  Meas- 
uiements  of  the  breediiij''  <>;rouiids,  however,  show  an  increa.se  or  de- 
crease of  til*'  niimher  of  seals,  because  the  harems  are  always  crowded 
to^i'ethei'  as  closely  as  the  natures  of  tin;  ground  and  temper  of  the  old 
bulls  will  p(4niit.  .My  observation  has  been  that  tlicn^  was  an  expan- 
sion of  tlui  i<»(»keries  from  1S7(»  up  to  at  h'ast  bST'J, 
wlii«di  fact  I  attribute  to  the  careful  mana;;'ement  of  the 
Islands  by  tlu^  I'nited  States  (lovernment.  In  theyear 
IHSO  1  thoujiht  I  bcf^an  to  iH)tico  a  fallinj''  olf  from  the  year  previous  of 
the  number  of  seals  on  Northeast  Point  rookery,  but 

this  decrease  was  so  very  .slij-ht  that  proltably  it  would   i^i,','" "" "'"'' '" 

not  have  been  observed  by  one  less  familiar  witli  seal 

life  and  its  <'«Hiditions  than  I ;  but  I  could  not  discover  or  hsirn  that  it 

showt'd  itself  on  any  of  the  other  i(»okeries.     In  liSS4 

and  l.S.S,"*  I  noticed  a  decrea.se  and  it  became  so  marki'd 

in   1SS()  that  everyone  on  tne  i.slands  saw   it.    This 

iiiark»'d  decrease  in  188(5  showed  itself  on  all  the  rooki'iies  on  both 

ishiinls. 

Until  18S7  <u'  1S8S,  liowever,  he  decr»'a.se  was  not  felt  in  obtainiiifj 
skins,  at  which  tiim^  the  standard  was  lowered  from  (5 
and  7  iMtiind  skins  to  o  and  4.^  pounds.  The  liaulin«-  „ra „!' ^ill;;" l^lu 'ii'.'''" 
jfronnds  of  Northeast  Point  kept  up  the  standar<l 
hnijitM'  than  the  other  rookeries,  Itecause,  as  1  believe,  the  latter  rook- 
eries had  telt  the  drain  of  open-sea  .sealinf*-  durinj^f  l.SS>  ami  ISS'J  m(U'e 
than  Northeast  Point,  the  cows  from  the  other  rookeries  having  pnie 
to  the  .southward  to  feed,  where  the  majority  of  the  .sealinjf  schooners 
wer<' enyaiicd  in  takini;  seal.    There  was  never  while  I     ^,  ,   ,    „ ,  „ 

I  1  J.1        I    1         1  •!./••  «<>  limk  01  ImiIIh. 

have  been  uitoii  the  Islands  any  scarcity  of  vigorous 
bulls,  there  always  beinj;'  a  siitlicient number  to  fertilize  all  the  cows  com- 
ing to  the  Islands.  It  wa.s  always  borne  in  mind  by  those  on  the  Islands 
that  a  siinficient  number  of  males  must  be  pre.served  for  breeding  pur- 
posrs,  and  this  accounts  partly  for  the  lowering  of  the  standard  weight 
of  skins  in  1888.  The  season  of  18!>1  showed  that  male  seals  had  certainly 
been  in  sulticient  number  the  year  before,  be<'ause  the  pups  on  the 
rookeries  were  as  many  as  should  be  for  the  number  of  cows  landing, 
the  ratio  being  the  same  as  in  former  years.  Then,  too,  there  was  a 
surplus  of  vigorous  bulls  in  1891  who  could  obtain  no 
cows.  Every  care  is  taken  in  driving  the  .seals  from  the  ">"'t-'- 
hauling  to  the  killing  grounds,  and,  during  the  regular  killing  .season  of 
June  and  -Inly,  there  are  no  females  driven  becau8e,at  this  season,  they 
areonthebreedingrookeriesanddo  not  intermingle  with  tlieyoungmale.s. 
If  oc(!asioiially  one  does  happen  to  be  in  the  ilrive  great  care  is  taken 
not  to  injure  her;  the  law  prohibiting  the  killing  of  the  female  seal  is 
well  understood  by  the  natives,  and  they  are  thoroughly  in  sympathy 
with  it.     Even  were  I  to  re(iuest  them  to  kill  a  female  seal  they  would 
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i'cfuse  to  do  it,  and  would  iinmcdiiitoly  rcixn't  me  to  tlic  (lovcrnnioiit 

Agent.     I  liiivc  known  an  occasional  one  to  he  killed  by 

Females  kiiicii  only  accident  dniiii"-  tile  food  iliives  late  in  the  season  w  lieii 

by  arciiU-nt.  ,  i      ,.  .         •     ^  •       i  ■         ■         i  ■ 

the  niaU'S  and  tcnales  iiiternnngle  on  the  lianling 
grounds, Init  the  elubhei-  was  always  severely  rel)uked  by  the  <'liief  tor 
liis  ciin^lessncss  as  well  as  l»y  the  (Jovernnicnt  and  ('onii)any  Otlicers. 

My  obseivation  is  that  the  number  of  female  seals  killed  on  tiie 
Islands  from  all  causes  is  too  insignificantly  small  to  be  noticed.  Tlu^ 
longest  drives  made  on  St.  George  Island  are  lron» 
"  Starry  Ateel  "  an<l  "(ireat  Eastern"  rookeries,  and 
they  are  less  than  ."{  miles  long.  Drives  from  these  rookeries  require 
from  four  to  six  hours,  according  t(»  the  Aveather.  At  Zai>a(?nie  r<»ok- 
ery,  on  St.  (ieorge,  the  drive  to  tlie  killing  grounds  is  less  than  a  mile, 
the  seals  are  now  being  killed  there  instea(l  of  being  driven  across  tlu; 
Island  as  they  were  jnior  to  1.S78,  when  it  took  three  days  to  make  the 
Journey.  There  is  now  a  salt  house  at  Zajiadnie,  at  wnich  the  skins  are 
salted  as  soon  as  taken.  The  killing  grounds  on  both  Islands  an^  all 
situated  within  a  very  short  distance  tVom  the  shore,  and  seals  imt  suit- 
able t.)  be  killed,  or  that  are  turned  out  for  any  cause,  immediately  go 
into  the  water,  and,  after  sporting  around  for  an  hour  or  two,  they  i'»'- 
turn  to  tln^  hauling  grounds,  and  to  all  appearances  they  are  as  uncon- 
(rerue<l  and  careless  of  the  pr<'seiice  of  man  as  they  were  before  they 
were  driven  to  the  killinggrounds.  1  have  often  observed  that  the  seals 
when  <m  the  Isliiiids  do  not  take  frighteasilyattliei>res- 
ence  of  man;  and  the  natives  go  among  them  with  im- 
punity The.'  will  go  into  a  herd  of  seals  on  the  haul- 
ing grounds  and  quietly  separate  them  into  as  many  <livisions  and  sub- 
divisions as  is  necessary  before  driving  them  to  the  killing  grounds.  At 
the  killing  grounds  they  are  again  divided  into  bunches  or  "pods"  of 
twenty  or  thirty  each  more  readily  than  the  same  iiund)er  of  domestic 
animals  could  be  hamlled  under  tlie  siime  circumstances. 

The  bulls  on  the  rookeries  will  not  only  stand  their  ground  against 
the  approach  of  man,  but  will  becrome  the  aggressors  if  disturbed. 
Pups  are  tame  aud  very  playful  when  yoting.  and,  previous  to  ISiM, 
when  it  was  the  practice  to  kill  three  or  four  thousand  for  natives'  food 
i!i  November,  thousands  of  them  were  piidved  uj)  and  handled  to  deter- 
mine the  sex,  for  only  the  umles  were  allowed  to  be  killed.  Hair  s<'al 
aud  sea  lions  haul  out  on  the  Islands  and  are  seldom  disturbed,  yet 
they  will  plunge  into  the  water  at  once  should  they  discover  anyone 
upon  their  ron>keries,  but  it  is  not  so  with  the  fur-seal.  They  seem  at 
home  on  t'ue  rookeries  and  hauling  grounds,  and  they  show  a  degree  of 
domestication  seldom  found  anwuig  similar  animals.  At  Northeast 
K.Miii.tioii  i.ticiit'iii  Point  rookery  on  St.  Paul  Island  the  longest  drive  .s 
"'■ ''rives.  2  miles.     In  former  times  the  Russians  used  to  drive 

from  this  rookery  to  St.  Paul  village,  a  distance  of  V2^  nuK  •..  Seals 
turned  away  from  the  killinggrounds  retiirr  to  the  rookery  fritin  which 
they  were  driven,  therefore  a  male  seal  is  not  redriven  day  after  day, 
because  a  hauling  ground  is  always  given  several  days  rest  before  being- 
No  injury  from  lo  driveu  tioiu  again.  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  the  geii- 
drivinn.  erative  organs  of  a  male  seal  being  injured  by  driving 

or  by  redriving,  aud  if  such  a  thing  had  taken  pl.aee,  even  in  excep- 
tional cases,  the  natives  would  have  noticed  and  rep()rt<Ml  it.  which 
they  never  did.  I  have  seen  a  seal's  tlii)pers  made  sore  by  driving,  but 
I  noversawone  that  was  scMiously  injured  i»y  driving.  I  do  not  believe 
that  a  male  seal's  [towers  of  reprodiu-tion  were  ever  affected  by  diiving 
or  redriving. 
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Tlio  bulls  inainfiiiii  their  jtositiotis  on  tlio  rookeries  from  tlie  tiino 
tlu\v  iirrive  till  the  eows  come  by  most  bloody  battles,  and  after  tht^ 
cows  coiiiineiice  arriving'  they  are  continually  contending.:  for  their  pos- 
sessions. During  these  con llicts  tlieyar*'  often  seriously  wounded,  and 
their  exertions  iire  far  more  violenr  than  any  vfthvt  made  by  a  youu^ 
male  d.uring  a  "drive."  Then,  too.  the  male  seal  must  have  great  vi- 
tality to  remain  on  the  rnokcries  for  three  mojinths  without  eating  or 
drinking  and  with  very  little  sleep,  in  sjute  of  this  drain  on  his  \  ital 
f(»rce  he  is  able  to  fertilize  all  the  cows  which  h«'  can  get  possession  of, 
and  a  barren  cow  is  a  varity.  I  believe  that  a  bull  can  serve  one  hun- 
dred (»r  mine  cows,  and  it  is  an  absurdity  to  think  that  ^^ 
an  animal  ))ossessing  such  remat  kable  \  igor  could  l)e  '"'"  " 
made  impotent  by  hcing  driven  or  redriveu  when  a  '*  H;ii«-helor."  An 
impotent  ImiII  \v(;  dd  have  neither  the  inclimiti<ui  or  vigor-  in  maintain 
hiiuselfon  the  roctkeries  against  the  tierce  ami  vigonms  xissi'ssors  of 
harems.  The  only  bulls  hauling  up  away  from  the  l>ree<ting  rookerii's 
are  thosewhose  <'xtrcme  old  age  and  long  service  have  madethem  impo- 
tent and  useless,  and  1  liave  never  seen  or  heard  tell  of  anything  that 
would  make  an  exce|)tion  to  this  rule.  The  methods 
('luployed  in  taking  the  skins  are,  in  my  o]>iinon,  tlu' 
besi  tliatcan  be  adojtted.  The  killing  grounds  aie  situated  as  lu'arthe 
rook«'ries  and  hauling  grounds  as  is  possiide  without  having  the  breed- 
ers or  bachelors  disturbed  by  the  siiull  of  l»lood  or  putrefaction,  and 
most  stringent  regulations  have  always  been  enforced  to  i»revent  dis- 
turbing 01'  frightening  the  bleeding  seals. 

I  am  <;ouvinced  tliat  if  op«'n-sea  sealiiig  had  never  been  imlulged  in 
to  the  extent  it  has  since  l.SS.l  oi'  i>erhai)s  a  year  or  two 
earlit  r,  100,000  male  skins  c<udd  have  been  taken  an-  ,.',' 
niially  tbre\er  from  the  Pribilof  Islands  witlumt  de 
cn'asing  the  seal  herd  beh>w  its  normal  size  and  condition.  The  cause 
of  the  decrease  which  has  taken  place  can  be  accounted  for  only  by 
open-sea  sealing;  foi',  until  that  means  of  destruction  to  seal  life  grew 
to  i>e  of  such  proporti<uis  as  to  alaiin  those  interested  in  the  seals,  the 
seal  herd  increased,  and  since  that  time  the  decrease  of  the  nund)er 
oi  seals  has  been  propoitioimte  to  the  increase  in  the  numlter  of  those 
eiLgag<'d  in  o|)en  sea  scaling.  TIk'  majority  of  seals  killed  in  the  water 
111'  females,  and  all  the  females  killed  in  llehring  Sea  are  mothers  who 
left  their  pups  on  the  rookeries  and  gone  some  distance  from  the 
"ds  in  seai'ch  of  food.  The  death  of  every  such  motlu'r  seal  at  sea 
lis  the  death  of  her  juip  on  shore,  because  it  is  absolutely  and  en- 
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y  dependent  on  her  for  its  daily  sustenance.  I 
•r  heard  of  any  disease  among  the  seal  herd,  luu'  (»f 
an  epidemic  of  any  sort  or  at  any  time  in  the  history 
of  the  islands.  1  do  not  remember  the  jtrecise  datc!  of  the  tirst  success- 
ful raid  upon  the  rookeries  by  sealing  schooners,  Imt  I 
do  know  tliat  Ibr  the  past  ten  years  thert^  have  b«'en 
many  such  raids  attempted,  and  a  iVw  of  them  successfully  carried  out, 
and  that  as  the  nundter  of  school  rs  increased  ariuiml  the  Island.s,  the 
attein]»ted  raids  increuMed  in  pi  >!>ortion,  and  it  has  been  deemed  m-ces- 
sary  to  keep  armed  gua'.ds  ii  -ar  the  rookeries  to  repel  such  attacks. 
Although  a  few  of  the  raids  were  successtul.  and  a  few  huiidre<l  seals 
killed  and  carried  off.  from  time  t(»  time  during  the  past  ten  years,  the 
»g.:i;cgate  of  all  the  seals  thus  destroyed  is  too  small  to  be  mentioned 
When  eoiisidering  the  cause  of  the  siuldeii  decline  of  seal  life  on  the 
Prii>ilot  Islands. 
Twenty-four  years  of  luy  life  have   been  devoted  to  the  sealing  in- 
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dustry  in  all  of  its  details  as  it  is  jairsnod  ui>oii  tliP  I'rihilof  Islands,  and 

it  is  but  natural  tliat  I  should  beconu'  deeply  interested  in  the  subje«'t 

,   ,„,„    of  seal  life.     My  fcxpericnce  has  been   practical  rather 

( i I'll Wtll  lilt  to  18M0.      ,,  .1  i-       'i  I    1  J.1         1  1  11 

tlisin  theoretical.     1  have  seen  the  herds  jiTow  and  nuu- 
tijdy  under  careful  nianajienient  until  tlieir  numbers  were  millions,  as 
was  the  C41SC  in  l.S.SO.     From  18.S4  to  ISOl  I   saw  their 
to'iHu?"'"  *^"""  '**^  liumbeis  decline,  under  the  siuue  careful  nnmaftenjent, 
until  in  the  latt«'r  year  there  was  not  moi'e  than  one- 
fourth  of  their  niimbers  cominfi'  to  the  Islands.     In  n>.y  judgment  there 
is  but  one  <'ause  for  that  decline  ;nid  tlie  ])resbnt  con- 
dition of  the  rookeries,  and  that  is  the  shotj;un  an<l 
riHe  of  the  pela}ii<'  hunter,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  if 
the  h'ssees  had  not  t.tken  a  s<^iil-on  the  Islands  foi  the  last  ten  years  we 
would  still  liud  the  bieediny  jir»mnds  ivi  about  the  same  condition  as 
they  are  to-day,  so  destructive  to  seal  life  ani  the  metlnxls  adopted  by 
these  hunters.     1  believe  the  number  they  secuie  is 
small  as<'omi)ared  with  the  nundter  they  destroy.   Were 
it  males  only  that  they  killed  the  damaji'e  would  be  tem]>orary,  but  it  is 
mostly  fenndes  that  they  kill  in  the  open  waters,  and  it  is  plain  to  any- 
one familiar  with  this  animal  that  e\t(M-mination  must  soon  follow  un- 
less some  restrictive  measures  are  ador/ted  without  dt^lay. 
N.  B. — The  forejjoiufi'  is  substantially  the   same  statement  that  I 
siiit.'1111'iit.   to  till-  i"i"le  to  the  commissioners  who  visited  the  islands  in 

cuiiiiiiiMHioiicrH  in  181)1.    1891. 

Daniel  Webster. 

Subscribetl  and  sworn  to  before  me,  an  oflicer  emi)owered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  under  section  1!>7<!,  Kevisccl  Statutes  of  the  United  kStates, 
on  this  the  11th  day  of  June,  l.S1>2,  at  St.  (leorjie  Island,  Alaska. 

Wm.  II.  Williams, 
Treasury  Ayent  in  eliurye  o/  iSeul  IsUnuls. 


Wiistcof  life. 
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Deposition  of  Clinrirs  A.  Ahhnf,  captain,   U.  IS.  A*.  M. 


TELAIJIC   SKAl.ING. 


DlSTRTf'T   OF   COLUMTIIA, 


Kx|it'iiciiic. 


City  of  \\'(i.sliin(fton,  «.v: 

Cliiii'les  A,  Abl)<\v,  iK'inji'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  51 
years  of  a}»o,  and  am  captain   in  tlie   Krvcnue  IMarint' 
of  tlM'  United  States,  and  liavti  bei'ii  in  the  service  i'ov 
nearly  twenty-ei^lit  years.     From  June,  l.SSd,  until  the  latter  part  of 
Aui-ust,  1SH({,  1  was  in  <-har<>e  of  the  reveinu*.  steanuT 
<  orirni,  eruisin<«-  m  IJennf;'  Sea  lor  th»' purpose  ot  i)ro- 
teetin]n'  seal  life,  the  fur-seal  industry,  and  the  (Jovi'rnment  interests  in 
Alaska  j-enerally.     On  .lune  10,  IStSO,  1  left  the  Columbia   Hivei-,  |uo 
eeedinji'  to  Uualaska,  ami  thence  on  the  27tli  day  of  June  into  lU'iiii^ 
Sea,  my  destination  bcinj''  the  I'libilof,  (u-  S«'al,  Islands.     Soon  after 
leaviufi'  linalaska  we  bej^an  to  see  st'als  in  the  wati'r  about  the  steamer. 
Wit'jiin  seven  hours  aftei-  leavinj;-  I'nalaska  I  sij>hted 
tlie  schooner  Sien-a,  of  and  Irom  San  Francisco,  with 


Sierra,  1880. 


Viti/  of  San  IHiijii, 


IHHU. 


hei'  b(»ats  out  sealiii<i',  in  latituile  ."»4'^  20'  north,  lonjjitude  1<!<»°  3.5'  west. 
r>efore  1  <'ould  overhaul  her  hei-  boats  weri'  called  in  and  all  evidences 
of  sealinji'  were  out  of  sij>lit.  There  were  seal  skins  in  lu'r  hold,  but  as 
there  was  no  <'viden<'e  tliat  any  had  been  taken  in  lierinj-'  Sea,  1  dis- 
armed her,  she  being-  without  a  permit  for  use  of  arms  and  annnuni. 
tion,  and  let  her  go.  The  next  morning  sighted  the 
schooner  ('if if  of  San  l>ic(jo,  of  San  l-'rancisco,  in  lati 
tndc  r*")'^  oL"  n(ntli,  longitiule  l<>So  2"»'  \vest.  As  she 
also  I, ad  no  permit  for  arms  "id  aMuniinition,  I  disarnu»<l  her. 

I  then  called  at  the  Pri  of  Islands  and  «'ruised  abont  then  for 
sonu'  days  without  seeing  any  \  ess«'ls  of  any  kind.  On  tin  .'5(1  day  of 
July  cruised  muthward.  returning  to  St  Paul  on  the  loth;  it  was  very 
dillicidtto  fiiulthe  island  because  of  th(  dense  fog.  On  the  l;5th  went 
south  and  west.  K'eaehed  Atka  Island  <>n  the  Iflth;  thence  went 
easterly  along  the  Aleutian  Islamls.   On  the  17tli  seized 

.S'rt"      hiegii    Nolzi'il, 


IHHli 


the  schooiUM'  San  l>i(<io,  of  and  from  San  Francisco,  in 

latitude  ~>^^  4'  north  and  longitude  lOO^  40'  west.    She 

had  '»77  seal  skins  on  board,  and  the  captain  conf<.^e<l  to  having  taken 

seals  in  I'.eiing  Sea.     I  took  her  into  Uualaska  tli.il  night. 

On  the  'J(»th  of  .Inly  I  was  again  ofl"  St.  Paul  Island,  ami  the  agent  of 
the  Alaska  ('omnuTcial  Company  came  on  board  anil 

infon I  me  the  sealing  season  on  the  island  waa.'nde.l.   ^,-''""« ««»'«'".  <•>"«" 

and  the  day  before  the  agent  at  St.  (leorge  Islantl  \\:\  \ 
infornu'd  me  of  the  sanu'  fact  in  relati«»n  to  that  island.     On  Angust  1st 
I  .sei/<'d  a  boat  containin  g  three  nu>n  and  eight  dead  seals.     Proceeding 
southeasterly,  seized  another  boat  with  men  and  seveial     ,,,,      .       .    ,  ,^„„ 
dead  seals  on  board.    Seized  the  schooner  lliornton,  ot 
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•and  from  Victoriii,  Britisli  Columbia,  in  latitude  ii~>^  45'  north  and  Ion- 
jfitude  l(».SO  li.j'  wt'st.     The  two  boats  seized  belonj>ed  to  the  Thornton. 

The  same  evening  seized  the  schooner  fV/ »•«/«'««,  of  Vic- 

can.j.,m 8.ize.ii8Ho.  ^^^^.j.^^   |»„itish  ( "obuubia,  lu  about  tlic  same  locality. 

Half  an  hour  later  seized  four  boats  belonji'ing  to  the  Ctirolcna  with  dead 

seals  on   b(»ard.     That  ni}>ht  spoke  schooner  TiriUt/lif, 

si'aling',  but  the  cai)tain  stated  they  had  taken  no  s<'als 
in  Herinf>'  Sea,  and  on  account  of  the  schooners  I  had  in  tow  I  was 
unable  tooxerhaul  her. 

The  n<'xt  morninji'  at  4:10  si<;hted  a  schooner,  •'vidently  a  sealer,  but 
was  unable:  to  pursue  her,  owinj;to  the  fact  of  havin}>'  tlie  Thornton  iiiu\ 
Carohnu  in  ti.w.     At  4:40  a.  m.  sj)oke  the  schooner  Oninirtl,  of  Vic- 
toria. IJritish  C''<dund)ia,  in  latitude  o.")^  10' north  and 
otiioarrfseizeii,  iRsii.  huiji'itude  107°   40'  w<'st.     The  masti'r  acknowle«l{;ed 

he  had  been  sealinj--  in  Heriny  Sea.  B(»ardin}>her  and 
findin,i>  seal  skins  and  unskiiiue<l  dead  s«'als  on  b(»ar<l,  I  seized  h<'r  and 
took  lu'r  also  in  tow.  At  7:20  a.  m.  si{>hted  an<»thcr  scluKincr,  bnt  she 
lied,  and  outsailed  us.  At  11  a.  m.,  sighted  a  schooner  under  sliorteiunl 
sail.     Sh«^  at  once  changi'd  her  c(»urse  and  nuule  all  sail  southeast  and 

escaped.  Jieache<l  I'lialaska  that  night.  The  Thornton 
im'"'"""  *"''''"''•   had  on  board  four  rifles  and  six  shotguns;  the  Dmrard, 

one  ritle  and  thirteen  shotguns;  the  i'arolena,  four 
ritles,  one  nnisket,  and  live  slio*^guns.    Altog«'ther,  the  vessels  I  seized 

had  over  li,(iOO  seal  skins.     ]\Iy  ordeis  made  no  dis- 

sknis  s.iz.d.  tiiu'tion  as  to  seizing  English  or  American  vess«'ls,  and 

each  vessel  seized  received  the  sanu'  treatment  without  relation  to  the 

nationality   of  its   crew  or  owner.     Fogs  are   almost 

constant  in  IJering  Sea  in  the  summer  tinu'.  During 
the  hfty  eight  days  I  cruised  in  those  w  aters  fifty-four  days  were  foggy 
or  rainy,  the  othei  four  days  b«'iug'  partly  clear.  On  this  a«count  it  is 
most  «litiicult  to  seize  vessels  in  Bering  Sea.  The  reports  of  the  guns 
of  the  hunters  might  often  be  heard  when  no  vessel  c(mld  be  seen. 

For  fifteen  ov  twenty  <lays  at  a  time  1  did  not  see  the  sun,  and  never 
while  in  I'ering  Sea  did  1  see  a  star,  the  night  being  continually  over- 
cast or  foggy.  Our  position  was  in  nearly  all  cases  determined  by  <lcad 
reckoning  or  bearing  of  the  land.  The  following  stateuients  here  made 
in  relation  to  open-sea  sealing  art'  based  up(>u  my  own  observati(»n.  and 
also  upon  infornnition  I  received  from  conversations  with  forty  or  fifty 

men  engaged  in  open-sea  sealing  in  Bering  Sea.     Tim 
sjiioomrH,  Ri/.<'  ..f,   averagesizeof  the  sealing  vessels  is  from  -'o  to ."»(» tons, 

and  the  number  of  the  crew  varies  from  10  to  -0  or 

25.     A  vessel  is  fitted  <mt  with  about  4  to  (i  b()at8,  or  0  or  S  cancM's. 

The  white  hunters  used  either  a   Winchester  ritle  or  a  double-bari-eled 

shotgun,  and  a  gaff  with  a  shaft  4  or  5  feet  long.     The  Indians  use  a 

„  ,    ,       ,.  toggle-headed  si)ear,  with  a  shaft  7  or  8  feet  in  length. 

Each  boat  has  a  rower  and  one  or  two  hunters,  and  is 
also  provided  with  a  compass,  small  amount  of  provisions,  ammunition 
locker,  seal  knives,  ami  a  short  club.  The  boats,  on  being  lov,  "red  from 
the  vessel,  jtrovided  the  water  is  fairly  smooth,  go  toward  all  points  of 
the  compass,  and  1  have  found  them  as  far  as  0  miles  from  the 
sfliocuier. 

The  white  hunter  in  a  boat,  wlu-n  a  seal   aj)pears  on   the  surfa«'e.  if 

within  50  vards,  fires  at  it.     If  killed  outright,  the  seal 

WB«ti' of  life.  •  1  ■    i.    I         •     1  1   ii       1        i    •  ^   V       Li  I 

nnme<Mately  sinks,  and  flu'  i)oat  is  rowe«l  for  the  plare 
wliereit  sank;  '>ut  I  d(t  iii>t  think  they  recover  many  seals  thus  killed, and 
every  seal  jr  stated  that  they  seldom  expected  to  get  a  >eal  when  killed 
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ontriftlit.     Tt  is  almost  impractirahlo  t()  take  a  seal  in  tlio  wator  uiih'ss 
it  is  wounded  so  that  it  is  stninuMl,  when  it  j>ors  into  a  ''tiurry,''  sinu- 
lar  to  that  of  a  wliah'  when  wouiuled.     The  boat  tlien   heinj;-  luiHed 
ahnis'side,   the  seal  is  jiatt'ed  and  draj^j-ed  into  it.    The  skill  of  tlie 
linnterhas  a  {"reat  <leal  to  <lo  with  tiie  nnniber  of  seals  secnred  of 
those  killed  o;-  wonn<led,  but  tiie  most  exju'it  does  Jiot 
iivt  more  than  half  he  liits  and  the  averaj-e  for  Inint-      •'■•"i"'""""'-'- 
ers  in  {"eneral  wonld  be  abont  three  in  ten.     It  is  imi)o8sible  to  distin- 
ji'uish  tiu'.  sex  of  a  seal  in  the  water,  unless  it  is  an  old  bull.     I  am  un- 
abhi  to  state  anything;  as  to  the  ])ioportion  of  females  taken,  but  the 
seal-i..:Mter  shoots  every  kind  of  seal  he  sees.     In  my  opinion  open  sea 
sealing  is  very  destruetive,  an<l  unless  prohibited  will 
result  in  the  extermination  of  the  species  at  no  very  ,,„rv"'"''''""'  "'**''" 
distant  day.     I  also  ludievc  that  it  woidd  be  utterly 
useless  U)  protect  the  rookeries  on  the  seal  islands  and  not  protect  tlui 
seal  herd  while  in  IJering'  Sea. 

C.   A.   AlHlKV. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Sth  day  of  Aju'd,  l.si>2. 
[l.  h.\  Sevki.lon  a.  IJu'own, 

Notary  Puhlic  in  and  for  the  district  of  VoUtmhla,  U.  *'.  ^1. 


Deposition  of  L.  G.  Sheptml,  captain  U.  »V.  Rcrcuue  Marine. 
pelagic  seizure. 


DiSTRIOT   OF  COLFMBTA, 

City  of  Washinffton,  ss: 
L.  G.  Sh«*i)ard,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  anj  4r)  years 
of  age;  a  resident  of  Washington,  I).  ('.,  and  am  cap- 
tain in  the  U.S  Hevenui'  Marine  Service,  chief  of  divi-      KxiHri.mo. 
sion  lii'venue  Marine,  Treasury  Depaitnient.     In  com- 
man«l  of  the  revenue  steamer  7i*».s7».  I  nnide  three  cruises     <"niisi'»  in  Uiring 
to  Bering  Sea  in  the  years  1887,  1H8S,  and  1881>  feu-  ^"'' 
tlu'  jturpose  of  enforcing  existing  law  for  protection  of  seal  life  in 
Alaska  and  the  waters  thereof,  and  also  to  luotect  other  (Jovernment 
interests  in  Alaska.     Pursuant  to  «)rdcrs  received  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  1  sailed  from  San  Fran<'i8C(»  Jun«'4.  1887,  arriving  at  I'na- 
laska  on  the  ir»th  (►f  that  month.     On  the  18tli  1  commem*ed  ciuising 
in  Ih'ring  Sea.     I  hereby  append  to  and  make  a  part  of  this  allidavit  a 
table,  marked  A,  giving  the  names  (tf  the  vessels  seized 
by  me  in  Ilering  Sea  while  violating  the  law  of  the 
Tnitt'd  States  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  fur  bearing  animals  (all  these 
vessels  so  seized  were  unmistakably  engaged  in  sealing),  together  with 
the  date  of  the  seizure  in  each  case,  the  nationality,  rig,  tonnage,  hail- 
ing port,  master,  and  managing  owner  of  each  vessel,  the  longitude  and 
latitude  in  which  each  vessel  was  seiz<'d,  the  white  men,  Indians,  and 
Chinamen  on  board  at  the  tinu^  of  seizure,  the  nund)er 
of  sealskins  and  the  weapons  on  each  vessel.     In  t\w. 
(nises  of  the  Vhallctitic,  Anna   lUck,    W.    /'.   Sayward^  l".''saii,ia'r'ii.'iy,,ii,h 


S«'i/.ur('  of  vcsscIh. 


Sci/.iiri'    ot'    Chat- 
leniji;  .\nnii  Iteek.    \V. 


Po'iiliin,  Lilly  L.,  <ira<T,;\\\([  San  ./o.s»'' the  vessels  were 
towed  to  IJnalaska.  and  theii-  sealskins  and  arms  weie 
taken  from  them,  and  they  were  sent  to  Sitka.    The  hn"''!ul 
JtJlUii,  Albert  Adams,  Annif,  Alplia,  i\iu\  the  Kate  and    jj| 
Anna  \veru  disarmed  and  the  sealskins  taken  on  board 
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tlu'  Rush  at  the  time  and  place  of  seizure,  and  they  too  were  sent  to  Sitlca. 
All  these  vessels  reported  there,  e.\eej)t  tiie  AV/r/*  and  San  Jim;,  going 
to  San  Fraindseo,  and  the  Albert  Adnrnx,  to  Victoria,  liritish  (Columbia. 
1  again  saih'd  from  San   Francisco,  the  .'{rd  of  .Inly,  1.S.SS,  and  en{«>r<'d 
IJering  Sea  about  \\w,  U\{\\  of  the  same  month.    Owin-.'; 
to  the  large  number  of  vessels  seized  in  1.S87,  very  fev. 
sealing  vessels  entere<l  Jlcring  Sea  to  take  seals  in  1.S.S8,  and  I  made 
.   ,t,„„    no  seizures.    1  only  saw  two  vessels  in  th(^  sea  during 
that  season,  one   ot   winch,  the  thiamin,  ot   \  ictovia, 
British  ('oluinbia,  was  engaged  in  taking  seal  at  the  time  we  sigiited 
^^^^^^.^^  her,  which   was  August  o,  in  latitude  04°  3.S"  north, 

h)ngitude  l({(!o  54"  west.  In  l.S8!>  I  again  sailetl  from 
Sa»i  Francisco  for  IJering  Sea  on  .lune  1,  and  arrived  at  I'nalaska 
.June  1(J.  Kegan  cruising  in  the  sea  eight  days  later.  1  hereby  ap- 
l»end  to  and  make  a  ]>art  of  this  atlidavit  a  table  marked  ]>,  giving 
the  names  of  the  vessels  seized  by  nie  in  JJering  Sea  while  viol  iting 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  taking  of  furbeuring 
animals,  together  with  the  date  of  seizuie,  naticuiality,  rig,  toni.age, 
hailing  port,  master,  managing  owner,  latitude  and  longitude  in  which 
seized,  and  the  white  men  aiul  Indians  on  board  at  the  time  of  seizure, 
the  nund>er  of  sealskins  and  weapons  ()n  each  vessel  seized.  In  nearly 
<nery  «Mse  of  those  vessels  mimed  in  Table  IJ,  they  had  iM>ats  out  en- 
gage<l  in  sealing.  All  of  them  were  ordered  to  go  to  Sitka,  but  none  of 
them  reported  tliere,  all  goingtotheirhoineiiorts.  The  lUack  IHiuiintnl, 
the  Miuuic,  and  the  I 'ntliji ml e r  wcrv  aavh  I'lriced  in 
charge  of  a  special  United  States  olHcer,  who  iu'oteste<l 
in  vain  against  the  nom'om|»liance  with  the  instriu'- 
tions  given  to  proceed  to  Sitka.  The  Miiinir  in  sjutc 
of  the  otiicer  on  board  ccuitinued  sailing  in  Uering  Sea 
until  August  17,  and  secured  during  that  time  478  sealskins. 

I  hereby  append  u)  and  make  part  of  this  atfidavit  the  number  and 

nauH's  of  vessels  titted  out  for  sealing  boarded  and  ex- 

s.i/.,....siuiH8n.       j„„i„^.(i  i,y  „„.  j,,  i{,.,.i„o.  Sea  or  the  waters  of  Alaska 

Territory  during  the  sealing  season  of  I.SSIJ,  together  with  the  date  of 
such  boarding,  nationality  of  the  vessel,  rig,  tonnage,  hailing  pent, 
nmster,  owner,  latitude  and  hmgitude,  white  men  and  Indians  on  board, 
seal  skins  and  weapcms  found.  The  last  three  columns  of  said  table  are 
inc<unplete,  from  the  fact  that  the  otiicers  boarding  failed  to  get  detiidte 
statements  on  these  jMtints.  They  were  not  seized,  because  evidence 
was  wanting  as  to  their  having  actually  sealed  in  Bering  Sea.  During 
these  three  years  I  had  frequent  conversations  with  the  nmsters  and 
crews  of  sealing  vessels  in  relation  to  open-sea  sealing.  From  these 
conversations,  and  also  from  my  own  observations,  I  make  the  foHow- 
ing  statement  in  relation  to  pelagic  sealing:  Tln'  weai>ons  used  by  seal 
hunters  are  ritles,  shotguns,  and  spears.  The  Indians 
use  spears,  and  a  (^anoe  contains  two  Indians,  the  fore- 
n«ost  thus  armed.  Tin?  white  hunters  use  principally  shotguns,  but  in 
S(Hne  cases  the  ritle.  A  boat  contains  a  hunter  and  a  rower  and  a 
steerer.  Whenever  a  seal  conies  within  gunslntt  range,  the  white 
hunter  fires  at  it.  If  killed  outright,  the  seal  sinks  almost  immediately 
and  in  nearly  «'veiy  case  is  h>st.  Wlu'u  so  wounded 
that  it  is  unable  to  dive,  it  goes  into  a  "  flurry,"  and 
the  boat  being  i)ulled  up  rapidly,  it  is  gaffed  and  dragge<l  on  board.  The 
gaff  used  by  seal  huutei's  is  about  o  feet  in  length. 

It  is  very  hard  to  estimate  the  number  lost  of  those  shot,  but  T  shotdd 
judge  an  expert  hunter  would  lose  certaiiiiy  frotu  40 
to  00  per  cent,  and  a  hunter  not  particularly  expert 
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woulil  loso  from  so  to  S'l  iM'irent.    I  exaiiiiiUMl  the  skins  tiikcMi  from  seal- 

iii<i  vt'ssc'lsst'izod  in  ISSTand  18S!(,  over  lli,(M((>skins,  and 

of  tlii'snat  least  two-tliiids  or  tlircc-fonitlis  wore  tlu^   nuKuVI^^^^^^^^ 

skins  of  fcmaU's.     Of  the  females  taken  in  tlie  Pacitic 

Ocean,  and  early  in  the  si'ason  in  Uerinj;-  Sea,  nearly  all  are  heavy  with 

yitunji',  and  tlu'  death  of  the  femah'  necessarily  causes  the  death  of  the 

unltoin  i)U|>  seal;  in  fact,  I  hav»'  seen  on  nearly  evt^-y  vessel  seized  the 

pelts  (»f  unborn   pups,  wliich   had  been  taken   from  their  mothers.     Of 

the  females  taken  in  llerinji'  Sea  nearly  all  art;  in  milk,  and  1  have  s«'en 

the  nnik  come  from  the  caicass«'s  of  dead  females  lyinj;  on  the  decks  of 

sealinjjf  vessels  which   were  more   than    100  miles  from   the    I'ribilof 

Islands.    From  this  fact,  and  from  the  further  fact  that  1  have  seen 

seals  in    the  water  over  l."»0  miles  from  the  islands 

during;  the  summer,  I  am  convinced  that  the  female,  HiUrgnmn  inj!^^^^^^^^ 

afti'r  giviufi'  birth  to  her  younji' on  the  rookeries,  ji'oes 

at  least  laO  uiiles,  in  many  cases,  from  the  islands  in  search  of  food,     it 

is  impossibh'  to  distinj-uish  a  male  from  a  femah^  seal 

in  tlu^  water,  excejjt   in  the  case  of  a  very  old  bull, 

when  his  size  tlistinjiuishes  him.    Therefore  open-sea 


Si'\  iiiiliHtiii^iiisliu- 
bli'  in  watur. 


nuliscriiiiiiiatc 
inn. 


kill 


Lanil   only   iiii    is- 

SimIh  111!  Ixirn  on  in- 
liinils. 


sealiuji;'  is  entirely  iiuliscriminate  as  to  sex  or  aj^e.     I 

consider  it  necessary  for  the  i)reservation  of  the  seal 

herd  which  resorts  to  the   I'libihtf  Islands,  and  for  the  prevention  ot 

their  earlv  extermination,  that  pelajiic  sealing  should      .,    , 

cease  ni  all  waters  whu-h  they  trecpient.  ti..n  iicM.Msarv. 

1  do  not  know  and  I  never  heard  of  any  other  place  alonjj;'  the  Anu'ri- 
can  <'oast  or  islands  where  tlu'  fur-seals  haul  up,  and  it 
is  my  opinion  that  the  fur-seal  pup  of  tlu'  Alaskan 
herd  is  born  nowhere  else  but  on  the  I'ribilof  Islands. 
It  is  my  belief  that  a  pup  born  in  the  water  would 
drown,  for  I  am  convinced  from  statenu'uts  nuule  me 
by  the  natives  and  those  thoronjihly  familiar  with  seal  habits  that  a 
pup  for  the  first  we<'ks  of  its  life  is  unable  to  swim.     It 
is  my  opinion  that  should  j-elagic  sealing  be  i»rohibited  JC""  ''"'"  "•""'"" 
in  a  zone  ."{0,  40,  ov  'A)  miles  about  the  IM'ibilof  Islands 
it  would  be  utterly  useless  as  a  [u-otectiou  to  seal  life,  becaust'  fenuile 
seals  go  nuu'h  farther  than  that  in  search  of  food,  and 
bci-ause  fogs  are  .so  prevalent  about  those  islands  that      'onouseess. 
it  would  be  impossible  to  euforce  any  suci  prohibition. 

'j.   (J.    SlIEPAUU, 

Cajitain  U.  t!i.  Rcnnuv  Marine, 
i'liicf  it/  JUrinhni,  Rvrcinir  M<n'inc. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  U.  S.  A.,  this  27th  day  of  April,  bSllii. 
[L.  a.]  Geo.  Y.  ('(UTiN, 

In'otary  Vublio. 
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TESTIMONY  RELATING  TO  THE  RUSSIAN  SEAL  ISLANDS. 


Deposition  of  John  (},  lUair,  tnnntcr  of  the  Leon,  noic  in  scri'icc  of  Hits- 

itian  Seal.shin  (Jomimny. 

PELAGIC   SEALING   AND   IM'SSIAN   ISLANDS. 


Ill    rliarjic   iiC   Kiili- 
Im'U    IsI:imi1  IH7«   IHHo. 


State  of  California, 

(liiy  and  Count}/  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

John  G.  Blaii',  of  San  Francisco,  liaviny  been  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says:  I  am  ~u  years  old,  and  an  Ainei-ican  citizen,  and  am  now 
and  have  been  for  the  past  14  years,  nntil  recently,  master  of  the 
s<*hoonev  Leon,  formerly  in  the  service  of  HutchinsoD,  (Jole,  Pliilipens 
&  Co.,  and  now   employed  by  tlu'  Kussian  Sealskin  . 

Company.    Dnring  all  tiiis  time  1  hav«'  been  constantly       '^i'l"""'*- 
enjja^ed  Ih  the  fur-sealinj;'  industry,  and  am  familiar  with  the  habits 
of  these  animals  both  on  the  laud  and  in  the  water.    1  was  in  charp; 
of  and  attended  to  the  iiilliii}"'  of  seals  upon  Kobben 
Island  for  the   lessees  from  1878  to  188."),  inclusive, 
taking  from  one  to  four  thcmsand  seals  per  annum  in 
each  of  these  years  ibr  their  skins,  and  have  visited  the  islands  in  the 
Leon  every  year  exce|)t  two  since  18S5  to  the  present  date.     Durinj;  the 
two  years  excepted  I  was  sealing  on  the  Coinmand«M'  Islands.     In  ISTO, 
as  1  am  told  by  Capt.  Daniel  Webster,  wh(»  was  familiar  with  the  facts 
and  interested  in  the  expedition,  the  island  was  occii[)ied  by  the  crew 
of  the  bark  Manna   Loa,  who  killed  every  seal  that 
could  be  reached,  taking  about  1(),00()  skins.    A  sutU-  ,  ";''•! "".  'i"'']""  '« 
cieut  number,  however,  escai)ed,  so  that  several  hnn-  Muima  L<>a. 
dred  appeared  in  the  following  year.    They  were  not, 
I  believe,  again  molested  until  1873,  when  a  few  hundred  per  year  were 
killed  in  that  and  each  of  the  following  years  until  1885.     It  wjis  t'sti- 
niated  that  12,0(M)  seals  were  born  upon  or  visited  the  islands  in  J881, 
previous  to  which  there  had  been  no  poaching.     Since  188.")  a  liiissian 
officer  and  gimrd  has  been  kept  there  during  the  sealing  season,  and  no 
seals  permit}ted  to  be  kilh'd,  but  nearly  every  year  siiu-e 
188r»,  late  in  the  season,  after  the  guard  had  been  with- 
drawn, jwachers  have  visited  the  islands  and  killed  all  that  could  be  Ibund 
at  that  season  of  the  year.    They  secured  in  this  way  1,700  skins  in  1 81>(», 
and  left  the  carcasses  lying  on  tlu^  beach.     Five  hundred  and  fctrly  seals 
Wv're  killed  last  year,  sind  it  was  estimated  that  sonu'r»,(MM)of  all  ages  cam*^ 
to  the  islands,  including  the  pups  born  during  the  season,  or  about  one- 
hali  the  number  found  there  in  1880.     I  am  told  and  l>e- 

,.  ii       i.    ii         I.     1   1  II  1  I  1  1-     i-  '11  l>lllrlillii'   lict  Willi 

lieve  that  the  Kobben  Island  seals  can  be  distinguished    i!,.iii,.ii  nmi  (..m- 
by  experts  from  those  on  the  Commander  Islands,  and   '"•'"'''"*'''■* 
am  satisfied  that  they  do  not  mingle  with  them,  and  are     "" ""'  "'i";;!'-- 
a  separate  and  distinct  herd.    They  remain  on  and  about  the  islands  in 
2710— VOL  II 13  y-'i 
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large  nuinbcrs  until  late  in  the  fall.  1  have  l>«'«'n  accuHtoiiit'd  to  leave 
in  October  or  early  in  Novenil)er,  and  seals  were  always  i»lentitiil  at 
that  time.  I  am  of  o])ini(>n  that  thev  «lo  not  migrate 
dS"!''"''"*''™'''  to  any  great  (li.stanee  from  the  island'  dnring  the  win 
ter.  A  few  hundred  young  pu])s  aie  eaM;;ht  «'very 
winter  by  the  rlapaoese  in  nets  ott"  the  north  end  of  Yesso  Island. 

I  have  made  32  voyages  between  the  Aleutian  Ar<hi|>elag(»  and 
the  Commander  Islands,  but  have  never  seen  seals  between  about 
longitude  170  west  and  Um  east.    I  am  satistied  the 
rhui'Xliis'du  not  mi.',':   Alaska  seals  do  not  mix  with  those  of  Siberia.     I  have 
«!<■.  seen  seals  in  winter  and  known  of  their  being  caught 

upon  the  Asiatic  side  as  tar  south  as  3<i  north  latitude. 
Kobben  Island  is  very  snudl,  being  l,;MJ'J  fet't  long  by  175  feet  wide, 
Koi.i.iii  IhIiiiiiI         ^"*^  '"  places  4(>  feet  high.    Of  necessity  the  quaitt'rs 
of  the  seal  hunters  an«l  guards,  as  well  as  tlu'  killing 
grounds,  are  very  near  the  rookeries,  being  not  more  than  7.")  feet  dis- 
tant from  them,  yet  the  seals  appear  to  take  no  alarm  from  the  close 
proximity  of  the  men,  paying  very  little  attention  to  persons  passing 
ami  repassing  ashoit  distance  from  them.     If  none  of  them  were  killed, 
or  if  the  killing  were  properly  restricted  t«>  the  males, 
i<iniiiK   J  think  they  would  increase  very  rapidly  and  be  as 
closely  subject  to  control  as  the  cattle  upon  tlu'  great 
open  pastures  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  regions.    There  would  be  little 
trouble  in  catching  all  the  young  seals  and  branding  or  nnirking  them. 
During  my  connection  with  the  business  sevjral  marauding  vcsst^l.^, 
both  British  and  American,  have  been  cajitured  and 
confiscated  i)y  Russian  authorities  for  illegally  killing 
seals  in  waters  adjacent  to   Robben  and  (J(»mmander 
islands.    Among  these  were  the  American  schooner 
llenrirtta,  and  the  (ierman  schooner   llclvna,  in   18S4; 
the  liritish  schoonor  Aurania,  and  the  American  schooner  fyf(mc.v  Ilxm- 
ilton  Ijvwinj'ui  ISHl);  and  the  IJritish  schooner /^w,  in  l.SUO;  Imt  I  have 
nevt-r  heai'd  of  any  protest  against  these  captures,  nor  of  attempts  to 
recover  the  pioperty. 

K.iuni  ..!•  stills  ic)       As  proving  that  the  seals  return  to  tiie  islands,  1  jmt 
Miiu>u.  acanvascollai' upon  a  jMip  in  ISSO,  and  became  back 

to  the  same  rookery  in  the  following  year  still  wearing  the  collar. 

.Idun  (J.  r.LAiR. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  April,  A.  ]).  l.Sl)2. 

[SEAL.J  CLEMKNT    RkNNKTT, 

Notary  PuhlU'. 
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JhjK'fiition  of  C.  F.  Emil  Jiirbn,  (ttjcnt  of  Icnneen  of  Commamlcr  Islands^ 
ami  in  charge  of  Vojtper  Inland. 

cor  PER   ISLAND,  MANAGEMENT. 

Statk  op  Califoknia, 

('iifl  and  Coiditi/  of  San  Francisco,  ss  : 

('.  F,  Kmil  Kvcbs,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  Stays:  Lam  a 

native  of  Libau,  Russia,  4*.)  years  old,  and  an  American  citi/<'n,  didy 

_  .    _^  naturalized,  and  a  resident  of  Saii    Francisco.   Cal, 

'^'""""'  I   first  went  to  Alaska  in  1  SGI)  for  the  American  Kus- 

sian  Connncn'ial  C'omi)any,  of  San   Francisco,  and  was  stationed  at 

Atka  as  a  fur-trader,  Mhere  1  remained  two  years.    In  1871  1  entered 
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the  8«'rvi«'<'  «»f  llutcliinsoii,  Kolil  &  Co.,  Ipssers  (Vom  IJiissia  of'tlu'  ri;;lit 
to  take  s(mIs  upon  the  ('uiiiiiiaiKlcr  I8hiii<l8,  and  was  phu-Ml  in  <-hai';>tt 
otTnppcr  lshin<l,ol'this  •'roup,  and  so  remained  constantly  tor  ten  years, 
until  ISSl,  without  oin'«'  h'avinj-'  my  post  of  duty.  In  this  position  tlm 
hal)its  of  tlie  seals,  th<'  eondition  of  the  rookeries,  the  hest  nu'thods  of 
olitainin^'  seal-skins  for  market,  and,  in  general,  everything  in  and  aixait 
the  luisiness  of  my  empIoyjTs  on  the  island,  received  my  ••arefnl  and 
eonstant  attention. 

The  management  of  the  sealeries  upon  (.'o])per  Island,  under  liussian 
oeeupation,  was  left  wholly  to  the  native  ehiefs  and  ignorant  laborers 
of  the  Knssian-Ameriean  ('(»mpany.     The  work  of  kill- 
ing the  seals  and  eui.ng  the  skins  was  donebythem  in      Kiiiiuii  mau  and 
a  very  nnsyst«'matie,  j-areless  way;  but  even  then  it  was 
understood  that,  as  the  seals  are  polygamous,  the  surest  way  to  secure  an 
increase  of  the  herd  was    >  kill  off  sui'plus  nniles  and  spare  the  females, 
and  this  was  systematically  i)racticed,  resulting,  as  far  as  I  am  aware, 
most  satisfactorily.     Aftei'  the  expiration  of  the  fran<'hise  of  the  Kus- 
sian  American  <'om|>any,  in  IStiT  1  think  it  was,  and  their  abandonment 
of  the  island  and  the  execution  of  the  lease  to  Hutchinson,  Kohl  <S:  <Jo., 
in   liSTl,  several  ditl'ercnt    parties  visited  the  islaml, 
killed  seals  injudiciously,  and  intlicted  great  injury  upon   ami"i87i'"''^*^"'  '*'*^ 
the  I'ookeries.     They  were  r»'strained  to  some  extent  by 
the  natives  from  indisi-riminate  slaughter,  but  1  have  no  doubt  they  killed 
more  male  seals  than  they  ought  to  have  done,  and  |>erhaps  also  some 
femah's.     l'i)on  mv  arrival  at  the  island,  in  l.S71,the  na- 
tive chief  told  me  that  the  seals  were  not  as  plentiful  as     J""-'""-"!.!..  i87i. 
they  had  been  formerly.     1  anncmnced  that  we  intemled  to  secure  ti,(MM> 
skins  that  year.    They  protested  that  it  was  too  nniny,  and  begged  that 
a  smaller  number  be  killed  for  one  year  at  least.     We,  however,  got  the 
(),(M)(>  skins  as  ])roposed,  an<l  an  almost  constantly  in- 
creasing number  in  every  subsequent  year  as  h»ng  as  I    ly;,"*'""   ■*'■<'"'••''   »" 
stayj'd  on  the  islands,  until  in  18S0  the  rookeries  had  so 
dev<'loi»ed  that  about  .'{(►,01)0  skins  were  taken,  without  in  the  least  in- 
juring them.     This  is  jmjved  by  the  fact  that  the  in- 
crease for  the  next  ten  veais  allowed  still  larger  num-   .  '""■"'«<;'i ,  "'""'"^''^ 
bers  to  be  killed,  am(»unting,  I  think,  in  one  ot  the 
years  of  the  second  decade  of  the  lease  to  alxuit  40,(MM>  skins. 

In  order  to  secure  uniformity  in  the  methods  ]>ursued,  respectively, 
upon  the  I'ribilof  (Iroupand  Cominainler  Islands  the     iniiorniiiviinnriii 
resiH'ctive  lessees  of  the  two  interests  sent  ('ai>t.  Dan    <hIh  oh  I'lil.iii.r  -.hmx 
iel  Webster, an  «'X|)ert  sealer (.f  many  years'  exp«'rience  <•""""""'"  •'''""'^• 
in  the  business,  and  who  was  at  the  time  in   the  servi<'e  of  the  Alaska 
Commercial  ('omi>any  at  St.  Taul  Island,  to  assist  ami  instruct  me 
through  the  summer  of  1.S74  in  the  best  manner  of  handling  seal  droves, 
salting  skins,  and,  generally,  in  th«'  conduct  of  the  business.     In  wink- 
ing under  his  direction  I  found  that  the  nu'thods  ])ursued  by  the  re- 
spective parties  ui)on   the  ditlererent  sealeries  did  not  ditler  in  any 
essential  feature.    The  main  (»bject  in  both  jdaces  was  to  select  good 
skins  for  market  and  sjtare  all  female  seals  and  enough  vigoious  i»ulls 
to  si'rve  them.     When  the  supjdy  of  bulls  is  more  than  enough  I  have 
no  <loubt  the  innnber  of  ottsiu'ing  is  diminishe<l.     The 
bulls,  when  overnnmerous.  light  savagely  for  tlu'  pos-   ^.k^''^"  "'''"•'"• '•'• 
session  of  the  cow  seals  and   unintentionally  destroy 
many  young  in  their  conHi«-ts.     The  healthiest  condition  of  a  rookery 
is,  no  <loubt,  when,  lunler  tlu'  laws  of  polygamous  re))rodu<-tion  for  this 
Bi)ecies,  the  inoportion  of  the  sexes  is  proi;crlv  balanced.    1  believe  one 
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bull  capable  of  scrvinjj  at  least  fifteen  or  twenty  cows  wifli   most  dcsir 
able  resnlts, 

Tlie  best  inetliods  of  iiianaj^'in^  seal  rookeri«'s  are  as  well  iiiideistood 
an<i  as  earcfi'.ny  practiced  as  any  other  branch  of  linsltantliy.  and  the 
same  methods  liave  been  pnrsued  witii  such  excellent  results  throH<^ii  a 
1oii;j:  series  of  years  that  tln're  i-an  l»e  n^t  donl)t  about  their  coirectnens. 

Copper   Island   is  some  .'>0  miles  Ion;:   and    from  1  to  .'!  miles  wide 


lioiiki 


T 


<  nil  till'  in 


he  rookeries   li«' on  t lie  easterh  and   the  viilauc  and 


laiiil,  liM-aiioii  lit'. 


killing;    jii'onnds  on  tlif  westerly  sitlc   of  the    island. 

lletween  the   rookeries  antl  the  killini;   .iiround>  a  con 
tinnous  ridfic  ran^-in-i  from  a  lew  iinndred  to  I'.otiO  leet  in  iiei;:lit.  iiins 
the  "whole  lenj-th  of  the  island.     Over  this  rid jic  at  a   point   wiiere  it 

reaches  about   «I<M»  or  7tH»  feet    in  height,  all  the  seals 
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are  driven;  the  joinncx  rctiniviny  Irmn  I 
four  hours,  depcndin;^  npon  the  weal  her, 
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of  thus  drivinji'  them  has  been  |)ursued  ever  since  the  t 

(»f  the  business.     .Many  of  llie  seals  are  repeatedly  drivt-n  ami  retlriven 

over  this  trail  in  a  single  summer,  but  1  lia\  e  ii"\('rseen 
diMii'"' ""  '"""  "     '"'.V  '•'.i"''.v  <••  them  trom  the  exertion  to  which  they  are 

ill  this  way  siilijected.  The  statement  of  anexpert  that 
the  virility  of  the  seal  is  sapped  and  liis  powers  of  reprodiict  inn  in  iin> 
way  weakened  by  such  rcdrivin;.'.  is  not  btuiie  out  i»y  the  facts.  On 
the  contrary,  the  steady  ami  rapid  increase  of  the  herd  at  Copper  Is 
land,  already  pointetl  out.  auaiii  pr«)\t's  the  old  ada;i:c  that  in  tliis  mat 
ter,  as  in  others,  "theory  is  exciywhere  <;<iod  except  in  |>raclice." 
I  append  hereto  a  statement  showing:  the  numb<>r  of  seals  killed  an 

nnally  njioii  Cujiper  Island  from  bS7!    o  bSSn.  inclusive. 
''.I''.'')"   This  statement    shows  i;liat  .'l.tMN  skins  were  taken   in 

1S71.     This  iiumiier  wtM'e  shi])ped  tliat   yciir,  but    (lie 
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IfiTl  til  It^so. 


number  actually  killeti  was  in  fact   luoi'e  than  G.tMIO. 

«  .  1'.  IOaiii.  Ki:i;n.^ 

Subscribed  and  sworn  t(»  befoi<'  me  this  I'd  thiv  of  Ma\.  IfVti'J. 

I  I.S.I 


Ci.i:mk.n  r  IiIam-.tt 
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The  Ibllowinji  table  slatws  the  nnmlier  of  fur  seals  tuUeii  Ibr  Ihei 
4m  Copper  IslamI,  ot' the  CoiumaiKler  ;;riMi|).  fitmi  i<^TI  lolssn.  in* 
under  the  directitui  of  C.  V.  10.  Ki'H»»*.  ti»»r  llutchinsou.  Kohl  «S:  ( 


1X71 :i.  •••".X  txVT. 

1872 ll.lMil  |S7«. 

1H7H ll.titil  IK7!t. 

1X71 I."..  IWI  \HH». 

1X75 I'd.  lie 

lX7(i 1."),  071 


irski'fis 

•lusi\  e, 
Co.: 

ll.liltj 

2(1.  (»7n 

LTi.  Hid 

;ii).<itl 

'I'otJil l"(),!»l!t 


NoTi;. — There  were  in  fat  t  aitout  «».(•««»  killed  in  IS71,  of  which  tmly 
the  numbers  as  abo\<'  statctl  were  siiippeil.  In  IS7<I  ami  1S77  more 
cttiihl  have  been  taken.  Imt  the  seal  ^kiii  market  was  ilepiessed  ami 
they  were  not  wanted. 

I  certifv  thni  the  abo\f  table  is  the  une   relerred    to  in  the  lbre;;<(iii<j; 


deposition  ttf  C.  V.  11.  Krebs. 


Cli;mi;.\  r  r.i'.NM/ir. 

Suliirif  I'lihliv, 
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.\(li>liiiH  i>f  Jitlni   i}fohnniiisl,i/.  (Hjvuf  of  Irssft's  of  Cittnnutudrv  Ishnuls. 

MANACKMKN'r:    I'Kl-AtilC  SKALIN(i. 

Si'ATi:   <»F   CAI.Ii'oK'NIA, 

'Citji  ami  Coinitif  of  Stni    Frtnicisco,  «.v; 

.loliii  MiilnuiiiisUx ,  iM'iii;;-  (Inly  s\v(»ni.  deiioscs  and  says:  I  am  a  icsi- 
tlfiit  of  San  i-'i:inristi>,  Cal.,  and  an  Aincriran  citi/cn.  tlion;>'li  a  Kiis- 
sian  by  Itirtli.  I  am  a  incrt'liant  hy  piot'ession.  and  am  a<:«-nt  tor  tlii^ 
li'nssi.in  ScalsUin  ('(»ni|»any,  and  was  i'oiincriy,  lor  man.\  yt'ars.  tlic 
a^cnt  U;y  llntt-liinson.  Kolil,  iMiilliptMis  ^V  Co..  the  lornn'i'  Icsslm-s  oltla' 
li'nssian  s<mI  islands. 

Dnrinfj  tin' .\f.;:'s  ISd!).  ;S70.  and  1S71  I  r«'sid»'d  on  tin'  Command*'!* 
Islan<ls.  in  the  pnrsiiit  ol  lie  soalinijf  busim'ss.  oi"  wliicli 
I  had  rliai'^f.  I  was  theii'- a^aiii  in  1NN(  as  tin*  ajAcnt 
of  the  fom])any.  I  tbiiiiiMly  |j\cd  in  Kanndiatka,  and  fii'<iu('ntly  vis- 
ilcd  th«' Connnandcr  Islaniis  hctwct'ii  1S71  and  1.SS7.  1  ha\c  also  Iicimi 
a  dcah-r  in  tnis.  I  am  well  ac(|naint('d.  from  lon^'  <>.\])<'ri(>n<-(>  and  ob- 
servation, with  all  matters  pertainiiif;  to  tlio  sealing;'  bnsiness  and  the 
present  condition  (»t'  the  t'nrseal  trade,  especially  on  the  Wnssian  side 
of  the  I'.erin;;  Sea.  \\  hen  onr  lease  of  tin-  ("oinniander  Islands  took 
elVeet  in  1S7(».  the  annnal  eateh  ot  seals  woidd  not  e\ee»'d  l."»,(M»0  withont 
injnry  to  the  herd.  There  was  nomaximnm  limit  in  our  lease  as  to  the 
number  we  were  allowed  to  kill,  but  under  the  nu'thod  adopt«Ml  by  the 
company  in  takin;;  seals,  only  younj;  nudes  with  mer- 
chantaide  sized  skinswere  kilh'<l.  Cnder  this  .sytem  the 
sealsincieased  soiapidly  that  in  1SS7  we  had  notroublein 
oiitainin^  |.">.0(K»  skins  per  annum  without  injury  tt»  the 
lierd.  In  IS,S7  I  bejuan  to  notice  a  diminution  in  the 
ninnber  ot' seals  arriving;  at  the  islantls,  which  was  due 
lo  the  indiscriminate  killinj;- by  sealing' vessels  in  the  open  sea.  some 
.■)(»  or  (it!  miles  distant. 

While  we  still  olttain  about  the  usiud  nundter  of  skins,  many  are 
taken  from  the  voun^er  animals  than   formerlv,  and      ^    ,,  ,  ,,-    ... 
conset|nentl.\  aic  .somewhat  mteiior  ni  quality. 

It  is  otteii    dillicnlt  to  entirely  prevent  poaching;'  on   the  islands,  al- 
thou<>li  it!   mv   jiiduinent  it  has  not  been  of  sutlicieiit      ,,     , 
iinpoitaiicc  on   the  Coinmamler   islands  to  have  any 
perc«>ptil)le  inllneiice  in  tiie  diminnition  of  the  herd. 

In  I.S'.M  tln'  schooner  ./.  //.  IjCiris  wasi-auf-ht  in-ar  the  islands  by  tin* 
h'nssian  unnlioat  Alnil  and  found  to  have  i  Kt  skins  on 


Ini-rritHr  mii  rtmi- 
iiiMiiilir  IhIkiiiIh  trciiii 
IhTii  til  ISM7. 


ltiirr;\si'  siiMT  1"K7. 


Si'i/.Mri'  I 


iioard.     i  made  a  personal  examination  of  these  skins.    /..Mi*iiii 
and    found   that    from   '.»(»  to  Ho  per  cent  were  those  of 


ini,r,/     //. 


>iiiiit\      III    !!.■>    |>ir 

:| 


iii»  nil  iiii^ii 


female   seals.     I    called    the  attention  of  the    Mn;ilish  ,.,. t  >u 

commissioners.   Sir(;eor;;e    Iladen  I'owell  and    Dr.  (i.  Hh""-!  t.nhiiis. 

.M.  hawson.  to  tiiis  fact    when  they  visited  the  islands 

in  liSiM.  showiii"  them  the  skins.     I  oiiened  a  few  lain  itriiisi 

"^  I  ......  I  li. 


Cilllill    ;lllrllliiill    lit' 
I  ■•lllllil^isiiili 
l'^4  I  llclTlii. 


dies  of  tlie  skins  tor  their  inspeetion  and  offered  to  show 
all  of  tiicm.  Itiit  they  said  they  were  satistied  without  lo(»kinj;  at  any 
more  than  those  alread.\  opened.  1  reiiiemlier  tli.ita  selioom'r  from  \ic- 
tmiia  was  also  seiz<'d  at  the  islands  about  three  years  iijj;o  l>y  the  Uns- 
sian  authorities  with  .'{.'{  skins  on  board,  which  were  nearly  all  taken 
from  female  seals. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  in  obtaining'  the  skins  found  <»n  the  ./.  //.  /w/r/j* 
the  poaehers  '.uust  have  killed  from  l,r>(M»  to  2,(MM>  seals,      wn«tc of  iite 
as  when  vitally  sh(»t  seals  will  usually  sink  belOJ©  it  is 
jxissible  to  capture  them. 
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I'roliiliiliiiiioii  Kill) 
lim  InIhimI. 


KaiilH. 


Driving aiiil  killing. 


Wi 


1  liiive  rrcqiH'iitly  Tioticed  in  tlit*  luirlior  of  I\'lT(;]i;mU)Avsky  tliat  tliP 
ii:itiv<-s  in  killing;' liair^cals  iiH'  only  iihlf  t(»  (ilitaiii  one  aiiin.iil  (lUtof 
every  lour  or  five  of  rhose  killed,  and  that  tliey  I'leniieiitly  waitaWout 
lonr  days  for  tlie  bodies  to  l>e  waslied  asiiore. 

Diiiiiiji'  the  killing  season  on  the  Coiiunaiider  lsl;nids  we  fre(|nently 
find  in  tlie  bodies  ]>oth  bullets  and  shot. 

i  know  it  to  be  the  <*UHtoin  of  seal  liunters  to  shoot  seals  ar  sea  when 
they  ar<'  at  rest  upon  the  surface  of  the  \va.t<M-,  and  that  tlu»se  «»'nerally 
obtained  are  females  and  eonstitute  but  a  very  sniaii  portion  of  those 
kille<l  and  lost. 

Sealiiiji  on  Kobben  Island,  in  the  Russiiua  ^rou]>,  was  prohibited  lor  a 
period  of  five  years  for  th«-  otirpose  ofein-ourajiinji'  tlic^ 
increase  of  the  herd,  but  i  propa^^ation  was  intei- 

rui)ted  by  the  frequent  ati  s  of  poachers  to  raid  the 

lookeries,  and  I  believe  that  4,01M>  or  .").ot  .  seals  were  killed  by  the 
uiaratiders  while  we  were  .it't'inptinfr  to  ])roniote  the 
jyrowth  of  the  herd. 
There  are  many  tines  imposed  at  tlie  Coirini:aiider  Islands  for  killinj; 
fennile  seals,  even  by  aeei^i^'ni:.  and  I  am  (piite  eertaiii 
that  the  decrease  in  the  muiilw-r  of  seals  thereon  is  not 
owing  to  the  nu'thods  emjdoyed  in  killinji.  When  a  female  is  discov- 
ered in  a  herd  while  being  driven  to  the  killin<i  grctiind  sIk^  is  can  fully 
tiirswd  back  and  slowly  (Iriven  to  tb**  watei'^«  ♦ttltic,  sometimes  the  work 
of  several  hoiu'S. 

Si»ecial  precautions  are  taken  u»t  to  frijrhTei;  or  molest  the  animals 
on  the  rookeries.  Even  tires  are  n«it  pennitti-d  to  be  made  where  it  is 
thought  then'  light  or  sight  of  the  .-moke  migliT  alarm  them. 

My  ol»sei\  atioii  has  also  been   tliat  while  male  seals  are  s<»nietimes 

timid  about  eomiiiu'  ashore,  the  females  being  about 

^  iviiiKi<i.irtiiiiii|M.H    i-eady  to   itu]),  haul   uj*  <tii    the  land,  even    in  spite  of 

unusual  or  unfavorable  coiMbtions.     ru|)s  if  born  in 

the  water  are  sur*  to  drown.     It  ir.  a  matter  of  actual  obser\ati<»ii  that 

they  must  first   learn  to  swim,  and  do  not  leave  the 

Ji'l,','"*    ''""'"'"   '"  shon^until  they  are  lour  or  ti\e  months  old.     I  have 

often    seen  the   mo;lier  seals  push    their   piijis.  when 

several  weeks  old,  into  tin*  water  and  v;atched  tliem  flounder  about  awk- 

wanlly  and  sccanible  asluue,  seeming  d«'lighted  to  get  back. 

The  seaJs  oi  the  Commander  Islands  are  of  a  different  variety  (Voiii 
those  of  the  IM'iltihtfs.     Their  fur  is  not  so  thick  and 

) 'iiiiiniiniilri'     111*'''     I      •     1  .  1     •  <•  1      *    •     !•      •  !•»  'iM 

.iitiet.nttr<.iii  Mil' I'll    bright  aud  IS  of  a  somewhat  inferior  (luality.      I  hey 
''""'  form  a  distinct  herd   from   that  of  St.    Paul  and   St. 

(ieoige  ami  ill  m.\  opinion  the  two  <lo  not  iiiteiiiiingle. 

1  was  present  as  inter]ueter  wImmi  the  I'Jiglish  < 'ommissioners  were 
taking  testimony  tn  lieriiig  Island.  Tln"y  examined 
among  others  wliei  I  was  present,  .lefim  Knigeroff, 
chief  on  lierinj;'  I  si;  nd,  he  being  tin*  person  selecti'd 
by  them  there  Iron.  >vhicli  lo  procure  the  testiiiKUiy 
relating  to  the  halntf  and  killing  of  seals.  This  Snig 
emdt"  testilb"*!  that  he  had  live<l  oii  the  I'ribilol  Islands  for  many  years 
awtl  knev;-  tiw^  distinctive  eharacn«^i«rics  of  both  herds  (Commander 
awd  PrilMilof  and  their  habits  and  'kut  he  removed  from  thence  to  ISer- 
iii<i'  Island.  He  jtointed  out  that  rhe  two  herds  haxc  several  difl'ert'iit 
ehairactenwi.ics  and  stat«'<l  Miat  in  litis  lu'liel'Hiey  do  not  intermingle. 

lie  also  siiwi  that  the  pu|m  eouUl  live  on  land  at  least  S4'veii  <u'  eight 
da\s  with**"'  sustenance  and  thar~!ioi«e  born  in  the  water  would  imme- 
dtuii&ei^  di'MWU.    lie  further  sttdetl  uiiut  the  seals  had  rapidly  ilecreased 
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vsliioo  soaliiifi'  vessels  had  ai)])eareu,  but  tliat  bet'oic  the  inroads  of'theso 
seal  Imnters  there  was  no  troiibh'  in  obtaiiiiiij;  the  f'ldl  quota  of  the 
best  grades  of  skins,  as  the  herds  had  i>revious  to  that  time  been 
noticeably  increasing;. 

Tlie  di'ivinp;  j;ronnds  on  Coi>i>er  Island  are  veiy  rouf-h  and  hilly  and 
niucii  more  ditiicult  to  drive  over  than  those  on  the 
I'ribilof  Islands.  The  drives  are  always  j-aretully 
made,  slow,  with  a  chance  to  rest,  and  tbjijuy  days  ari'  selected.  I  have 
nev<'i'  been  able  to  discover  any  injury  to  the  herds  fntm  these  drivt's, 
nor  do  I  believ*'  there  is  any.  The  killable  s<'als  herd  by  themselves, 
and  until  recently  we  di<l  not  drive  from  all  the  haidinj;-  j;ronnds,  l)ut 
this  we  have  had  to  do  in  the  last  three  or  four  y<'ars,  because  the  seals 
were  jicttinji'  scarce  as  the  result  of  hunting''  tlu'Ui  at  sea.  It  is  an  act- 
ual fact  bey(uul  dispute  that  female  seals  were  nnu-li 
more  numerous  on  the  islands  in    l.S.S;{  than  tiiev  were   ,, 'l',''',K-n'i.'''iJii''"'''' 

•  1 1 1  till    iniu  lo   iro.t. 

in  ISTO.     The  increase  was  gradual  each  year  and  was 

so  marked  that  the  natives  often  spoke  of  it  to  me,  but  fr<un  1S.S5,  which 

Avas  about  the  time  the  sealers  a]>pear<-d  in  the  waters, 

the  d<'(!rease  in  seal  life  was  rapid  and  the  natives  com-   ^i,''.,'!'i'iK.V''*"    '"''"' 

menced  sayiu{»"  "  no  fenmles,"  "  no  females,"' until  now 

we  are  <'onfronted  with  depleted  rookeries  and  prol<able  extermination. 

.lOHN    MAI.OWANSKV. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  n»e  this  ir»th  day  of  Ai>ril,  A.  I).  ISiHi. 

(SKAL.J  (JLEMKNT    l>KNNKT'r, 

Soitiry  Piihlic, 


---\ 


J)ej>oiiltion  of  2f.   '>.  MiUer,  <i.ssi.st(int  in  scieittific  (Irpartnwnt  of  i'.  S. 
FishCotnmisNinti  sUutiu'r  Alh<(ti(>.sf<. 

KOOKEIMES   ON  COMMANDER   ISLANDS. 


X.  l^,  ^liller,  an  assistant  in  the  scientitic  (lei)artmeut  of  the  rnit<il 
States  Fish-Connnission  steamer  ,W/;«/ro.sv<,  beinj;' duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  visited  the  l{e«'f  rookery  •■''ii""'i'> 
and  Northeast  Point  rookery  on  St.  Paul  Island,  I'ribilofs.  and 
theVillafi'e  rookery  of  St.  (Jeorjje  Island,  I'ribilofs,  and  took  a  number 
of  photoyiaphson  each.  On  June  1,1.S1>2.  I  visite«l  the  North  rookery  ot 
lieriny  Island,  ('ommandei-  Islands,  where  I  also  t«»(»k      ,    , 

1  !•      1      i.  1  MM   •  1  •  I  Ai     ^  llriinu    Nliinil,    ill' 

a  number  ot  plioto}>'raphs.      1  Ins  rookery  is  alow,  tlat,  Hnipd r  Nimii 

rocky  reef  extendin;-  fnun  the  base  of  a  blnHal)out  40  ""''^">  "" 
feet  hi<^h,  seawanl  to  a  distance  of  about  half  a  inih'.  The  width  al<>n<>' 
the  blutf  is  about  l\  miles.  It  is  composed  of  lo(»se  masses  of  rou^jh 
volcanic  rock  frcun  f  to  I."»  fe<'t  above  the  hi;;h  water  mark,  with  scat- 
teiccl  shallow  jioolsof  water  between  the  loek  piles.  Noneof  the  rocks 
ai)peare<l  to  be  worn,  as  tVom  the  action  of  seal  flippers,  although  I  ex- 
amined some  of  them  with  that  idea  in  mind.  There  was  no  soil  on 
the  breed i n{j  spai'c  of  the  rookery,  which  occupies  the  .'greater  portion 
of  the  wedye-shap«'d  point.  The  hijiher  masses  of  rock  aie  mostly  at 
the  (Mitel- en<l,  the  rookery  beiufj  lower  towards  the  bluff.  About  the 
center  of  it,  near  the  bluff,  are  three  or  four  shallow  la^iotuis  oi'  poolsof 
small  ext4'iit.  The  w«'st  arm  of  the  rookei-y  is  a  Ion;;'  and  compara- 
ti\('ly  smooth  sand  bea«-h,  with  but  few  rocks  on  it,  over  which  the 
ba«'hel(Ms  are  said  to  haul.     Hetween  the  nearest  lagoon,  about  oil  yards 
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distiint  IVoiii  tboMiill',  and  tlicbaiik  itself,  isaii  nroaof  s<-aiit  soil. on  wliit'li 
a  sciittciin;;  niowtli  of  v«'j>«'tati(»n  luis  spriinj;'  np.  This  {jiowtli  ii|) 
pcjircd  to  uw  to  lie  of  I'oinparatively  roccnt  oiij>in — w itliiii  tivr  or  six 
\«'ins,  I  should  say.  I  Ix'lit'Vf  thisarcii  was  foiiiH'ilyoci'iipiod  by  seals. 
On.luncl  1  estimated  the  total  nnniher  of  seals  on  the  entire  rook 
ery  to  lie  about  forty;  thn'oof  them  bachelors,  one  cow,  and  tlie  leniain- 
der  bulls.  The  three  bachehirs,  the  eow,  and  one  of  the  bulls  were 
killed  on  the  ^irassy  space  between  the  lajjoon  and  the  base  of  the 
blud',  where  tlu'y  were  driven.  A  youny  i>ui»,  unborn,  was  taken  from 
the  female  seal;  I  think  it  would  have  l>een  delivered  in  about  a  week's 
time.     The  N«>rth  rookery  of  IJeriufj   Island  is  in  every  way  r<»u;rher 

than  anv  I  observed  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.  1  saw 
rook'rr  '"""  '"""'   ^^^''*  *'♦"  ^1"'  <l"ves  from  th(^  North  rook«'ry.   Oi f  the 

routi'S  leads  over  the  rough  rookery,  through  the  shal- 
low lagoon,  and  ujj  the  blnflt'  at  a  place  where,  the  angle  is  about  H't^ 
to  the  giassy  plain  in  front  of  the  temporary  dwellings  of  the  natives, 
a  distance  in  all  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile;  the  otlu'r  leads  up  the 
blutf  from  »he  sand  beach  at  the  vestern  arm  of  the  rookery. out  lieyond 
and  ba<'k  of  the  settlensent,  over  a  comparatively  level  but  marshy  ami 
Idoken  country,  to  a  distance  of  from  lA  to  2  miles.  I  consider  thesi* 
drives  liarder  and  rougher  than  those  of  the  Tribilof  Islands.  The 
killing  ground  at  the  terminus  of  the  shorter  drive  is  small  and  did  not 

appear  »obe  used  to  any  extent.     On  June  4th.  IS'.H',  1 

(■.i|.i..r  isiiiiHi  .I.-,  liiudcd  on  an<l  photographed  Polatka  rookery,  on  the 

i!o.,k.i>  ..II.  western  co.ist  of  ( ojijier  Island.      Ihis  is  somewhat 

similar  to  tin  Xorth  rookery  of  Heriny  Island,  but  is 
very  much  narrower,and  iiistea<l  of  being  compos<".J  of  loose  lock  heaps 
is  largely  of  great  tilted  masses  of  suatitW'd  volcanic  rock  with  very 
sharj)  and. jagged  edges.  It  is  less  than  a  mih'  long  and  at  tin*  widest 
pait.  including  the  outlying  rocks,  not  more  than  ."MfOyaids  in  width, 
na'asuring  light  up  to  t^.e  base  of  the  bluffs,  it  lies  at  the  foot  <»f 
abrupt  cliffs  from  (KM)  to  .SOO  feet  in  height  along  its  whole  length  with 
the  exception  of  one  point.  This  is  about  the  j'enter  of  tin*  rookery, 
whei-e  there  is  a  snmll  hill  of  hard-])acked  sandy  soil  about  JiO  feet  high, 
liack  from  which  a  very  steep  ascending  ravine  leads  to  the  summit  of 
the  ridg«',  an  elevaticm  of  aVxuit  7(K)  feet. 

The  drive  from    Polatka  rookerv  leads  u])  over  this 
laika^MuIur/''^  «"""'  l''!'  iuid  tlirougli  the   ravine:  over  the    ridge.  I 

was  informed,  the  rest  of  the  U  miles  is  on  a  descend 
ing  grade  to  the  othei- side  of  the  island,  where  the  killing  ground  is 
located.  The  rocks  of  this  ro()kery  also  did  not  have  the  apitearance 
of  i»eing  llippei-  worn.  There  were  no  signs  of  vegetation  on  ihe  entire 
rookery,  and  m>  soil  ai)|>arently,  except  on  the  sandy  hill  at  the  mouth 
of  the  raviiH'.  I  estinmted  about  -'."iO  fur-seals  on  Polatka  rookery, 
aliout  .'JO  of  them  ba<'lu'lors.  I  saw  no  <'ows,  and  think  they  had  not 
yet  arrived,  as  10  codfish  wer«'  landed  on  the  (h'cks  of  the  AlhatroHN, 
where  she  lay  within  'tiH\  _\ards  from  the  shore,  in  an  hour.  I  tldnk  if 
feeding  cows  had  been  about  the  rookery,  the  fish  would  not  have  been 
fouinl  so  close  to  it.     ■'"rom  an  elevated  ])osition  on  i'olatka.  I  obtained 

a  good  view  of  the  rookery  next  above  it,  calh-d  Pest- 

I'lut.iiiiiini  r.M.ktiy  clianui.    The  character  of  this  IS  sinnlar  to  I'olatka, 

H."ii|Ii[..M'o/."""  '  '     ''I'f  has  a  sand  hcach  adjat'cnt  to  it  where  the  baclie- 

l(Ms  doubtless  mostly  herd.  The  drive  from  here,  as  I 
was  shown  it,  leads  up  a  shallow  stream  a  short  distance,  and  then 
over  tin'  mountain  side  to  the  ridge,  a  height  of  fully  H(NJ  feet,  from 
whence  it  continues  dowu  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  isbud.    BotU  of 
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tlu'se  (Irivos  on  Copper  [sland  arc  exct'ediiifilyluird  and  roufrli;  I  know 
ofuone  on  tlie  Pribilot'Islands  to  coniijarr  witli  tliein.  The  seals  of 
the  Coinniander  IslanJis  aoueared  to  nie  slifflitlv  (litter-      ,,  ,     .,     , 

ent  from  the  l'rM)il<»t  tnr-seals.  Thev  are  j; layer  in  s.iiis.iiti.i  piiv  i.iiiiv 
eolor,  and  of  a  slijrhter  buiM  throu}>hont  the  "body,  ii;;;'^";;;!;;'''''' '"'''' 
The  l>nlls  have  not  siu-h  heavy  manes,  or  fureai»es,  the 
hair  on  tlie  shouhb'rs  bein^°  nuieh  shorter,  and  not  nearly  so  thick. 
The  yonnyer  seals  have  lon{{er  and  more  slender  neeks  apparently.  1 
noticed  this  ditt'erence  between  the  seals  at  once. 

N.  r>.  Mii,l-Kl{. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  23d  dav  of  ,lnne.  1S<»l*. 

Z.  L.  Tannkw. 
lAviitvHUUtCoiuiitamlvr,  I'.  N.  Xiiry. 
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Deposition  of  Thotnas  F.  Morgan,  lujcnt  of  lessees  of  Commander  fshnids. 

HA  HITS. 


JiisTKiCT  OF  Columbia, 

Citif  of  Washinf/ton,  ss: 

Thonnis  V.  Morpm,  of  (Iroton,  Conn.,  beiny  duly  sworn,  dejmses  and 
savs:  J)m'in4J  the  season  of  ISJJl  I  was  the  anient  of 
the  linssian  Sealskin  Comi)any,  of  St.  I'etersbnjff ;  ''^i"""""' 
that  I  was  on  Bering  Ishmd  at  the  tin>e  that  Sir  (}eorp:e  IJaden- 
J'owell  and  Dr.  (leorge  M.  J)awson,  the  liritisii  representatives 
of  the  Merino;  Sea  .Joint  Commission,  were  upon  said  island  invest ijiat- 
infj  the  Russian  sealeries  uj)on  the  Komandorski  Ishunls;  that  I  was 
]»resent  at  an  examination,  which  said  Commissioners  held,  of  Snie^'cndf, 
tiie  Chief  of  the  natives  on  Ueriii};  Island,  who,  prior  to  the  cession  of 
the  I'ribilof  Islands  by  Russia  to  the  Cnited  States,  had  resided  on 
St.  Paul,  one  of  said  l*ribih)f  Islands,  an<l  that  sin<'e  tliat  tinn*  had 
been  a  resident  on  said  Herinfj  Island,  and  duriu};  the  latt«'r  pai  t  i>f 
said  residence  had  occupied  the  positi()n  of  native  chief  and  as  su<*h 
superintended  the  taking  and  killiuj;  of  fur-seals  on  sai«l  llering  Island; 
that  during  said  examination  the  Commissioners,  tiirtMighanintevprt  ter, 
asked  said  Sniegerott'  if  there  was  any  ditterence  l)etween  the  s»'als 
found  <ni  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  the  seals  found  on  the  Koman* 
•lorski  Islands;  that  said  Sniegerott"  at  once  replied  that  there  was 
(litt'erenee  and  on  further  questioning  stated  that  such 
ilitterence  consisted  in  tlie  fact  that  the  Konia- 
dorski  Island  seals  were  a  slimmer  animal  in  the  neck 
and  Hank  than  the  Pribilof  lslan«l  seals,  and  further 
that  both  the  hair  and  fur  of  the  Komandorski  Island 
seal  were  longer  than  the  Pribil  of  ls!an<l  seal;  said  Commissioners 
asked  said  Sniegen>tt'  the  further  (piestion,  whetliei'  he  ix'lieved  that 
the  Pribilof  herd  and  Komandorski  herd  ever  mingled,  and  he  replies! 
that  he  did  not. 

Thomas  K.  MoK<iAN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nu'  this  ,5th  day  of  April,  18!>ii. 

[L.  S.J  SKVKLLON   a.   ]{KO\Vi\, 

Xotary  Fublk  in  anil /or  the  Dintrkt  of  VolumbiUf  U.  &,  A. 
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TESTIMONY 


Ih'poxithu  of  CiHstarv  yithaiim,   riccpn-sidnit  of  Alnnka  Cnmmercial 
Company  aiitl  tmployv  ami  partner  of  IrstarN  of  Comniuuder  IhIuikIh. 


:MANAt>KMKNT. 


i     i 


State  of  Cautokma, 

CUfl  and  CoKiitjf  of  San  Francisco,  sh: 

diistiiVM'  Nicbiiuiii,  liavinji' Ikm'Ii  duly  sworn,  d('i)osos  and  says:  T  am 
a  resident  of  San  Kian<'is<'o,  AO  years  of  ajie,  and  an 
siiti  Is.  ^\|||(.i.j,..|||  citixiM),  becoming'  so  by  reason  of  tln'cession 
of  Alaska.  I  was  formerly  a  r«'sident  of  that  Terri- 
tory sitid  sliijnnaster  for  the  Hnssian  Ameri<'an  Company  prior  to  the 
transfer  of  Alasica  to  tiie  I'nifed  States.  I  was  from  1S.S(>  nntil  1S«M 
vi<'e consul  of  IMissia  at  tiie  port  of  San  Franeiseo,  and 
am  now,  and  have  been  for  several  years  i)ast,  viee- 
president  and  director  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company  and  a  part- 
ner of  Ilr.tchinson,  Kohl  iv  Co.,  the  former  lessees  from  Hnssia  of  the 
Comnninder  and  itobben  islands. 

I  was  instrumental  in  llussia  in  obtainirij«' the  lease  for  the  last-named 
eom|)an.\  und  had  fandliari/.ed  myself  with  the  sealeries  upon  these 
islamis  in  this  connection,  in  1<S71  1  visi':ed  the  islands  and  directed 
the  policy  and  practice  tobei)ursued  under  the  lease.  In  this  pursuit  I 
of  course  became  <'onversant  with  all  the  details  of  the  business.  Un- 
der the  IkUssian  regime  upon  the  Commander  Islands 
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""    '«'""''"   pi'idi'  to  1S(!.S  the  nund>er  of  seals  takeu  annually  did 


i^Vu."'"'"'  """*•'"  stricted  by  any  Covernnu'ntal  control. 


r.n 


not  exceed  about  ."»,<)0(»,  the  skins  of  which  weredrii'd  for 
nnirkct.  Followinj"'  the  surrender  of  oe<'upancy  of  these  iplands  l»y  the 
Itussian  American  Company  in  1H(»<S,  the  sealeries  were  left  open  to  all 
parties  and    various  expeditions   visited   tlu'm   unre- 

Their  catches 
amounted    in  is<iS  to  about   ir>,(HIO,  in   IH(j!)  to  about 
2(MMH),  and  in  1S7(>  to  abcmt  .'{(»,0(H)  skins. 

In  1871  the  Russian  (lovernnuMit  executed  the  lease  to  Hutchinson, 
...,,,     Kohl  vS:  Co.,  and  it  was  found  necessarv  to  r«'striet  the 

l,i>iis<'  cil    ishiliils  III     ,    .,,.  ,.         .1    ■  i  1  i    i.  ix.ik       1    •  1  ii 

niiiiiiinsiiii.  Kiiiii  .V  knlinji>'  wv  this  year  to  about  l>,00<>  skins,  because  the 
li'iirihiii'oj  kiiii'i'i'..'"  ««"»l<eries  had  been  larj^'cly  depleted  by  the  excessive 
kiilin<>',  unwise  nu'thods,  and  heedless  husbandry.  The 
n'sidt  of  improve<l  methods  showed  themselves  at  once,  and  the  rook- 
eries st<'adily  incicasi'd  in  size  and  nundier  of  occupants.  We  were 
thusi'uabh'd  to  procure  an  almost  <'onstantly  increas- 
iufj  nundier  of  skins  from  year  to  yeardurinj-'  the  whole 
teiiu  of  our  lease.  We  were  unrestricted  as  to  the 
nundHMs  to  be  taken,  and  aftei-  the  lirst  two  years  of  the  lease  weie 
iir^ed  ity  the  Russian  authorities  upmi  the  islands  to  take  more  than 
wc  wanted  in  view  of  tlu'  c(»ndition  of  the  sealskin  market. 

I  revisited  the  islands  on  various  oc,«'a8i(Uissid>sequent  to  lS71,and  my 
observationsconlirnu'd  the  fa«'t  that  we  w«'r«'nn)vini'' in 
therijiht  directum  tosecun*  an  increase  ot  the  rookeiu's. 
The  experience  of  tin'  whole  term  of  the  lease  proves  conclusively  that  our 
]iolicy  in  c(Miductin;;  the  business  was  a  wise  one  and  that  our  luanner 
of  handliiifi',  inana{;in}»',  ikud  killin{>'  the  seals  was  in  every  respect  what 
it  sluaild  have  bc«'ii.  This  policy  was  predieab'd  ujton  the  cnstiuu  of 
the  Hussiaii  American  Conii)any  observe*!  durinji'  many  years  and 
stii'iifithened  by  my  own  actual  experience  in  conductiiijj;'  the  business  of 
taking  seals  upon  the  I'ribilof  Islands  in  l<S(}7-'<>8  and  18(>t>,  and  more 
particularly  during  the  season  of  1808,  wlieu  there  was  unrestiicted 
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spiiliii}j«l«nie  by  various  parties  rcyiudlcss of  tin'  future  of  tlMTookerit's. 

Tlie  pernicious  etiects  of  tlie  inctliods  pursued  hy  tlu'iu  wei'e  at  once 

observed,  atul  ineasurvs  inmiediately  tiiivcu  by  lue,  aided  by  the  natives, 

over  wlioni  I  liad  coTU]tlete  control,  to  correct  tlieir  ])ractices  and  Itrin^' 

tliein  within  Tlie  reasonable  customs  already  proved  enicacions  in  pre- 

scrv in;;  the  rookeries  from  annihilation.     The  various  ,.     ,. ,,. 

partu'stook  thatyearanout  i;j(t,(KK>seals,of  which  about 

140.(HM)  were  killed  under  my  direction.     Cpou  the  Commander  Ishuxls, 

as  I  have  already  said,  the  iiu-reast'  in  seal  life  was  constant  for  many 

years,  but  in  ISIM),  wc  noti«'ed  a  decided  disturbance  in 

the  rookeries  and  a  considerable  decrease  in  their  jxtpu-    is'iil""""  """"'' '" 

lation.     This  we  subse(|uently   attribut«'(l.    when    the 

facts  were  ascertaiiu'd,  to  pelajiic  scalinj;'  in  the  adjacent  waters.     There 

were  occasional  raids  made  upon  the  islands  by  poachers 

durin;"'  oui'  twenty  years'  lease,  liut  they  were  jicncrally 

unsuccessful  in  killing;'  any  consideraltle  numlter  of  seals,  and  their  raids 

had  no  appreciable  etlectujion  the  rookeries. 

My  first  ideas  of  tlu'  areas  of  seal  i'ook«'ries  wei'c  <>athercd  <ui  the  IM  ib- 
ilut  islands.    Afterwards,  upon    j;<»inji'  to  the   ("omnmnder  Islainis,   I 
was  struck  with  the  ccnnparative  insijiiiiticancc  of  the 
rookeries  upon  the  latter  j>roup;  yet  we  have  been  able  ^^ rl"X"ilT,'m  r\'m 
t(»  secun*  the  catch,  as  shown  by  the  appended  state-   !'^j',"''[J  "'"'  ''''''""' 
ment,  not  onl>   without  detriment,  but.  as   I   believe, 
with  pttsitive  benelit  to  tin*  rookeries.     I  cannot  think,  therefore,  that 
the  same  methods  pursued  niuler  my  direction  upcui  the  l*ril>ilol';;ronp 
worke<l  any  other  result,  and  in  this  con<-lusion  I  am  borne  out  by  the 
testimony  of  every  one  conversant  with  the  matter. 

The  history  of  sealinj'-  upon  li<»bben  Island  substantiates  the  conclu- 
sion in  rejiard  to  the  other  ;iroups.  From  intbrmation 
fi'athered  from  various  sources.  1  learn  that  the  IJobben  ,,,"ii!i',V/i'iiVi'siamL'''" 
Jiank  was  first  visited  and  exploited  by  whalers  about 
1S.V2  or  1S."»3,  ami  that  in  two  seasons  they  obtained  some  ."iO.dOO  ro 
(!0,(MI(>  skins,  abnost  completely  ••cleaninjj^  it  out.''  1  understood  for 
severiU  years  thereafter  tlu'  occasional  vessel  whi«'h  touched  there  found 
the  rookeries  practi<'ally  deserted.  In  1870  the  cxp«'dition  in  the  bark 
MaiiHH  Iaki  went  to  the  island  and  secured  about  bVMM)  seals.  There 
was  at  this  time  no  restriction  upon  the  killinj;-. 

In  1871,  in  Au;{ust,  I  thiidv  it  was,  the  lease  beiny"  already  in  Ibrce,  I 
visited  the  ishuid  for  the  first  time,  having  previously  sent  a  j;uar»l 
ship  tlier«'  to  protect  the  rookeries.  It  is  an  insi;>-niti- 
cant  aflair,  being  only  about  li,00(>  feet  long  and  UOO 
feet  wide.  The  rook»'ries  were  also  vei'v  small,  and  contain«'d  at  that 
tinu'  of  all  classes  about  SOO  seal  <,  as  1  ascertained  by  a  careful  c<Hint, 
and,  in  addition,  a  small  number  in  the  waters  adjacent.  I  prohib- 
ited all  killing  from  that  year  until  su<-li  time  as  seiMued  prudent  to 
resume,  so  as  to  give  the  ro<»k<'ries  oi>portu>iitv  to  I'ccuperate,  leaving 
strict  orders  to  the  guard  ship  to  ]»rotect  them  against  molesfafion. 
Two  years  afterwaid  it  was  evident  that  the  rookeries  had  sulliciently 
recovj'red  to  warrant  us  in  connneuciug  sealing  on  a  small  scale,  know- 
ing that  the  killing  of  the  useless  male  seals  would  accelerat<'  tht^ 
incH'ase  of  the  henl.  Kiom  this  time  forward  the  herd  showed  a  steady 
and  healthy  growth,  enabling  us  to  secur«'  <'atches  as  jter  appended 
statenu'nt  until  1S7.{,  when  our  guard  was  assaulted  l)y  the  comliined 
fon-e  of  eh'ven  nmiauding  schooners  and  driven  away. 
The  rookeries  wer»'  again  l)adly  depleted  by  these 
poachers.    The  following    year    the    Uussiau  Government  stathuieil 
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a  militiiry  foice  on  tlic  islmids,  wliicli  was  removed  every  fall,  but  so 
early  that  iiiaiaiul«'is<'ame  then'  nearly  ever  year  after  it  ha<l  left  .and 
killed  all  the  seals  th(\v  were  al>le  to  obtain,  so  nearly  destroyiiifj;  the 
ro(»kei'ies  that  we  found  it  inexpedient  t(»  continue  sealiuff  after  1884 
during;'  the  remainder  of  our  lease. 

I  am  satisfied  that    the  seal   lu'rds   respe<!tively  upon  the   Pribilof 

,.     .         ...      jii'oup,  the   (!onunander   Islands,   and   Kobben    Hank 

kiin  iieriiH  <ii>  iiMt  tnin    liave  eacli  their  own  distinctive  feedinjj  j;Toun<ls  and 

**''■•  pe<'uliar  rounds  of  migration.     No  doubt  they  are  of 

the  same  spe<ie,s,  but  there  is  a  nmrked  dirterence  in  the  fur  of  the 

DimriiHciii  iin       skins  from  the  respective  places,  which  can  be  distin- 

fi'uished  by  experts. 

G.   NlEBAI'M. 

Subsi'ribed  and  sworn  t<»  before  me  this  29th  d.iy  of  April,  A.  I). 
].S1>2. 
(r..  s.|  Clement  Bennett, 

Xotary  Public. 

The  foUowiu}?  table  ]>repared  by  lIut<'hinson,  Kohl,  Philipeus  .S:  Co., 
of  San  Francisco,  Ics.sces  of  the  riji'ht  to  take  iur-.seals  upon  the  Com- 
mander and  Kobben  Islands,  shows  the  nund>er  of  seal  skins  secured 
annually  from  these  respective  islands  fnnu  1H71  to  1891: 
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1871 

('(lIllIIIHIIlIlT 
Islillllls. 

Itllllllfll 
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Total. 
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IHT'J 

•_Mt,  :i."it> 

'.It.  \KM 

IS?:! 

•J7.710 

•J.  6!W 

:io.  404 

IH74 

•JK.  SSti 

•.'.414 

:ii.:<oo 

\x-,:> 

;t:i.  1.VJ 

;i,  1J7 

:t6,  •.'79 

IHTIi 

■i:>.  4:iL' 

l.TiL'S 

L'»i,  iM«l 

IST7 

lS,.'iK4 

•>.  It4!t 

•.'i..-.;i:i 

IS7S 

•IX.  iits 

:i,  142 

»t,  :i40 

l«7!t 

:w,  74H 

4,  (NIL' 

42.  7.'iO 

IXMI 

4.5.  174 

:i,  :i:io 

4H.  .■>04 

1H«1 

:i!t,:ii4 

4.  207 

4;i.;V.'l 

IKH'.; 

40, -.14 

4,  KM) 

44.  020 

ISKt 

L'ti, «.")() 

•J,  04» 

•.M.cim 

1«K4 

4!t,  444 

it.sni 

."■.1. 26:1 

lSS."i 

41.7:i7 

l.K'.IH 

i:i.  ,57-1 

iHHi 

-.4.  .".Itl 

r.4.  -m 

IHH7 

40.  :I47 

4tl.  :t47 

IHHH 

47.  :«!•_> 

47,  ;i(i2 

IStit) 

:<■!.  S.-i<l 

.'■.2.  X.-I9 

IHIKI 

.'.:i.  7MI) 

W.\.  7X0 

l«!tl 

.1,  «uo 

S.KOO 

776, 467 
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State  of  California, 

Ciiij  ami  (Utuiity  of  San  Francixco,  ss: 

I,  Clement  IJcnnett,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county, 
residinj;  therein,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  do  hereby  certify  that 
tlu'  above  tabulated  statement  is  that  to  which  (lustaveNiebaum  refers 
in  his  atlidavit,  of  which  this  is  made  a  part. 

In  witin'ss  whereof,  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  aflHxed  myotti^ 
cial  .seal,  at  mv  ollice  in  the  city  and  c<uintv  of  San  Fran<'isco,  State  of 
(California,  this  20th  day  of  Ai'nil,  A.  1).  18!)2. 

(L.  S.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  rublic. 
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J  deposition  of  C.  U.  Aiuhrsmi  {snilvr),  Maafir. 
IIAIJITS.      PKLAGIC   SliALl.NG. 

Territc»ry  of  Alaska, 

l>utvh  Harbor,  I'noliishi  liiiif,  Ahutiini  Isltiinls,  ,sn: 

('.  II.  Aiulerson,  aritizctiofthc  I'liitod  States  of  Aiiiciica,  forty  «'i;;lit 
(48) years  of  age,  lieirifj;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  niast<'r- 
nniriner  by  oeeupation,  ami  reside  in  San  I'-rancisco,      ^.      . 

Cal.    I  have  been  sailinyin  Alasiian  wateis  sinceisso.        '''""" 

For  (7)  seven  years  I  cruised  in  tlie  I'nalaska  <iistrift,  which  cndiraees 
tiic  Sliuma;>'in  and  Sanuak  Ishiuds,  the  Aleutian  chain,  the  I'riliihtfs, 
iJristol  I>ay,  and  the  eastern  «'oast  of  I'x'iinj;'  Sea  as  far  as  St.  Michaels. 
1  have  nnide  (4)  fouror  ("»)  five  trips  fi'oin  I'nalaska  f(»  Attn  an<l  return, 
and  (.S)  eifthtor(l>)  nine  between  Atka  and  I'nalaska,  chietly  in  sprin;;- 
and  fall  of  the  year.  TIm'  inain  herd  of  the  fur  seals  ItoumI  foi'  the 
Pribilof  Islands  moves  throuj;li  the  passes  of  the  i'ox 
Islands  of  the  Aleutian  chain,  Uninndv  Pass  bein.ythe 
eastern  and  the  Four  Mcumtain  Islands  Pass  the  western  bounds 
throuj;h  which  tlu'  seals  move  in  laij^e  numbeis.  A  few  occasionally 
}i'o  throuji'h  Mor/hovoi  Pass  on  their  way  mntli,  and  in  tin'  passa^ic 
south  in  the  fall  gray  pups  often  stray  into  I'nalaska  May  as  far  as 
Captains  Harbor,  doubth'ss  thiidiing  it  is  one  of  the  pusses  tliron;;h 
the  group.  I  never  saw  a  fur-seal  in  the  water  between  Atka  and  the 
islaml  Attn.  The  natives  along  the  northern  shores  of  Ibistol  Pay 
have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  fur-seals,  nor  do  tintse  of  St.  Michaels 
appear  to  be  any  better  informed. 

The  seals  first  pass  into  iJering  Sea  early  in  May  and  keep  on  airiv- 
ing  as  late  as  the  latter  part  of  duly,  but  most  of  them  I  think  enter  the 
sea  during  the  latter  part  of  .luiu'  or  early  in  duly.     I  do  not  know  at 
what  times  they  leave,  but  have  observed  that  it  depends  on  the  mild 
nessof  tin'  winter  howsoim  they  bi'gin  to  depart.    I  «-an 
not  distinguish  the  sex  of  seals  in  the  water.    Neither  do  „,,^;,>„  l"',',','',''''*'"''' 
I  know  th<^  usual  tinu's  of  the  arrival  an<l  depart nic  of 
the  various  i-ategories  to  and  from  the  seal   islands.     Do  not    know 
through  which  passes  the  bidls,  bachelors,  and  females   usually  move; 
but  the  westernnujst  passt's  are  those  nn)st  fre(|nent«'d  by  gray  pups  in 
the  fall  on  the  way  stmth.     I  think  the  Connnander  Islands  seals  are  a 
ditlerent   body  of  seals  altogi'tlu^r  from  those  of  lln* 
Pribilofs,  and  that  the  two  herds neverniingle.    I  think 
the  Connnander  Islands  henl  goes  to   the  southward  and   westward 
towards  the  Jajtanese  coast.     I  nevei-  kiu'w  of  fur  seals 

hauling  «mt  to  rest  or  breed  at  any  place  in  the  A  leu     mV;;,]!;',;  i''i"n,i''' 

tian  chain,  or  anywhere  in  fact,  except  I  he  well  known 
rookeries  of  the  s«'V«'ral  seal  islands  of  Pering  Sea. 

I  hav»'  notii-ed  a  great  de«-rease  in  the  innnbers  of  the  fur-s<'als  siin-t? 
liSST,  both  on  the  rookeries  of  St.  Paul  Island,  which 
are  much  shrunken,  in  the  area  covere<l  by  seals,  and 
in  the  waters  of  the  Pacili<*  and  Pering  Sea.  On  the  rookeries,  ground 
formerly  hauled  over  by  seals  is  now  grown  up  with  a  scattering  v»'ge- 
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tiition  of  n'cciit  j>r»»wt1i.     In  tho  se.a  seals  an*  imu-li 
s.»is.n..r..t.n...i.      ^^^^^^,^,  ^.^^^-^^  .^^^^  ^^^,^^.^^  ^^^y  ,^^  ^.,^^^  .^^  possible  at  tlio  aj. 

]>roa('1i  of  a  vessel,  while  foiiDerly  tliev  were  usually  quite  curious,  and 

would  sport  and  play  about  tlu;  vessel  when  conic  u]i  with.     1  iK'lieve 

.,    ,.         ....    tliis  decrease  and  tiniiditv  is  due  to  the  indisciiniinate 

.Mmiiliitf     priiliilii-       11,  ,.   .  1  1      1  •  1       ■  1  1  .. 

ti r  |..iii«i(  gfiii-  slau;;hter  ol  the  seals  by  p«'la<{ic  sealers,  and  am  ot 

iiiK  ii<«iH«ui-.v.  ^]^^,  opinion  that  if  sin-h  sealing  were  absolutely  sup 

pressi'd  the  species  would  aj^ain  increase. 

C.  II.  Andeuskn. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  ni«'  this  i;3th  dav  of  June,  ISIL'. 

Z.  L.  Tannku, 
Lkutetuint  Commaixkr,  l'.  »S'.  yary. 


DepoHition  of  Jiittli  Hunhihn/ski,  nafirc  Aleut  neater. 

rELAOlC  SEALIN(f. 


Kxperiimi'i'. 

and  have  since 

lluiitcil    at'iils    <iir 
I'uiiliiska. 


Tlim 
seala. 


Personally  apiM'ured  before  nu'  K'uth  IJurdukofski,  who,  beinj;-  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  04  yearsof  ajic  a  native. 
Aleut,  beiufj  born  on  IJerinj;-  Island,  and  do  now  r«'side, 
the  a;;e  of  17  resided,  at  Unalaska.  In  my  early  life, 
<luring  the  time  <»f  the  KMissiau  American  Company,  I 
huided  seals  in  my  bidarka  in  ami  otf  the  bays  of  I'n 
alaska  Islainl.  In  the  sprinj;-.  as  early  as  •""ebrimry  oi- 
of  arrival  ol  >ijin'h,  the  bif"  bulls  first  came.  The  latter  part  of 
^lareh  came  the  "hollusehickie,"  or  younj^cr  bachelor 
s««ils;  these  in  tui'U  Avere  followed  by  smaller  males,  and  last  (tf  all  in 
early  June  came  the  mothers  or  "matkie,''  which  were  in  haste  to  reach 
the  land  to  be  delivered  of  tlu'ir  younj;-. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year,  chietly  duriuy  Xovendier,  when  the  wind  com- 
ing from  northerly  directions  bh)W  them  toward  thest' 
v..iiiiji  siaij.  iuv  shores,  was  the  time  to  uo  out  and  capture  the  voung 

seals. 
When  the  wiml  bh'W  from  the  southerly  directions  no  ]»ui>s  Mere  to 
be  fouiul.     I  never  saw  any  <dder  seals  with  tlu'm.  and 

<'"'"«  tliroii«l.  tlu-    j,j^„  „„f  j^.,^.  j„^(^  ^^.|,  ,j    ^j,„;.  j|n3   ^^..jj^  ,,j-   ,lJrtV,.,.„t     i|o,.s 

and  se.xes  go  through  tin'  passes  in  this  vicinity. 
I  believe  thi'se  ]»ups  were  the  weaker  «uies,  who  <'oiild  not  follow 
their  mothers,  and  being  temporarily  lost  were  driven  by  northerly 

winds  into  the  (piieter  bavs  and  harbors,  and  there 
AiVlluaiH'Hhlmi"'.' ""  •••'•^ted.    No  old  seals  «'Ver"  haul  out  in  this  vicinity. 

Immediately  after  northerly  gales,  and  befon'  the  water 
has  grown  so  <|uiet  that  tlu'  young  pups  can  again  continue  their  Jour- 
ney, is  the  best  time  for  capturing  them.  There  is  no  regular  time 
about  this,  it  <le|»einls  on  the  w<'ather.     In  late  years  I  have  not  hunted, 

but  when  I  did  this  village  caught  from  I'ti)  to  L'OO 
Kun"\m.i  mh''.*  "'"'   P"!^*-     ^^^  ""»<•''  <l»'peiids  on  the  weather  that  sonn- 

times  iiiort'  and  sometimes  less  are  caught.  In  rcj-eiit 
years  guns  and  occasionally  fishing  nets  are  used  with  better  results. 

Ruth  Buudukokski.    | In  Russian. j 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7  <lay  of  June,  1.S02. 


[SEAL.] 

Attesti'd : 

Rudolph  Uunmann, 

Interjintcr, 


(\  L.  llOOl'EK, 
Notary  Public,  Bint,  of  Alasla, 
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J)epoHitinn  of  Paul  lii.pin,  Mvalcr. 

l'ELA«JIC   SEALING. 

Personally  appeared  brfmo  nw  I'aiil  L'cpin.  who,  Ix-iiiy-  duly  swoin? 
(Icposfs  and  says:  I  am  'u  years  of  aye;  was  Ihmm  in  I'nalaska.  where 
I  have  lived  all  my  lite;  and  am  a  native  ol' Alaska.  l''or  many  years 
I  was  a  sea-otter  and  seal  linnter,  and  for  ei;iht  years  in  my  yonn^ici- 
days  I  made  trips  with  the  priest  to  IJnya  and  other  \illa;;e.s  in  the 
vieiiuty. 

I  have  heard  tlie  stati'im-nt   nnide  l>v  K'ntli   liurdn       «',.niii mau i 

kofski,  and  from  my  knowledge  of  the  "facts  know  the   i.liU'.iMK'.lki;'    """' 
same  to  be  true. 

nis 
J'AIL    \    KkIMN. 
umrk. 

Witness: 

.1.  Stanley  Hrown. 

Attested: 

JU  iMJLiMi  Iknalvnn. 

Jiitrri»rtvr. 

Hiibseribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  da.v  of  .Inne.  lsi>2. 
[«EAL.|  i".  L.   1I<>uim;i{, 

Sotary  rublii;  Pixhict  of  AUiska. 


K\|n  ririici 


DcpoHitioii  of  i'liiirhs  J.  Ilitiiuc,  master  iiKiriner. 

nAniTS— PELAOIC  skalincj. 

ILTULIUK,  UNALASKA    IsLAND,  ALKITLVN    Isi-ANDS. 

'I'm  i tot  If  of  AlasLa.  ss: 

Charles  J.  Ifague,  a  citizen  of  the  (nited  States  of  Ameiica,  .~>;j years 
of  age,  being  duly  sw(»rn,  deposes  and  snys:  I  reside  at 
Alame<la,  Cal.,  and  am  a  master  nnirinei  hy  oi<-npation. 
I  have  been  cruising  steailily  in  Alaskan  waters  >inee  the  year  1.S7S. 
1  hav<' saiU'd  i)rineij>ally  about  various  paits  (»f  the  Ah-ntian  Islands, 
as  far  west  as  Attn,  to  which  island  I  have  made  Uout  twenty  trips 
from  I'nalaska,  mostly  in  the  spring  and  fall  of  the  year.  I  do  not  re 
nu'mber  ever  having  seen  a  fur-seal  in  the  water  lietweeii  the  Four 
Mountain  Islands  and  Attn  Island.     The  main  Itudy  of  ._ 

the  fur-seal  herd  bound  to  and  from  the  i'ribilof  Islands  '  '"''  '"" 
mov(!  throUj, !;  *lie  passes  of  tin'  Kox  Islands.  I'nimak  on  the  east  and 
the  West  Pass  of  I'mnak  on  tin*  w«'st,  being  the  limits  between  which 
they  enter  llering  Sea  in  any  nund)er.  I  do  not  know  through  what 
jiasses  the  ditlerent  <*ategories  move,  or  the  times  of  their  movenn-nts. 
IJarely  see  fu.r-seals  in  the  I'aeific  between  San  Francisco  a«Ml  the  im- 
nu'diate  vieinity  of  the  passes.  I  think  the  fur  seal  n.i.is.)i('.mini:iiiii- 
lienls  of  the  Commander  and  Pribilof  islamls  aie  sep-  <i  jufi    I'lii.iint  is 

.       I        !•  1*   .  I        ^<  I  •  1  1  1         lainls  (In  mil  inin;:!)*. 

arate  bodu's  ()f  tin'  tur-seal  species,  whose  numl)ers  do 

not  mingle  with  each  other.     In  the  latter  part  of  Septendter  of  1S(>7. 

in  the  brig  /wh/hcA//,  making   passage  l>etween   Petropanlow  ski    and 

Kodiak  I  observed  the  Commander  Islands  seal  herd  on  its  way  from 

the  rookeries.     They  moved  in  a  compact  mass  or  school,  after  the  man 

ner  of  herring,  uTid  were  making  a  westerly  coui-.se  t«»wards  the  Kurile 

Islands. 


I 


I 


I  I 
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■'.,>.   ( 


N  n    r<H»kt'ri^^4     (i  ii 
Alriiliiiii  IhIiiiiiU. 


ll)M 


Scills  Irt'ilili);. 


TIh'  soals  \vlii<-li  I  liavr  <>1>.s«'rvr<l  on  tlirir  wayt<»  tlio  rril>il(»f  IslaiulH 
(l<»  not  iiiovt'  ill  larp'  mi-IiooIs;  tlu'.v  strayylc  aloii^-  a  ti'w  at  a  tiiiu*  in  a 
suit  of  a  sti'cain.  ami  art;  often  slmmi  .slcrpin;;  in  tlir 
Wiitcr  ami  pia.viiiy',  TIhti'  an*  no  fiir-seal  rookorit-H  in 
the  Aleutian  IslamlM  that  I  know  of;  in  fart,  I  liavt* 
m'\  rr  lu'ard  <»f  any  in  tin*  re^iion  besides  those  on  the  several  well 
known  Seal  Islaiuls  of  Meriiiy;  Sea.  I  believe  there  lias  been  a  ^freat 
(b'ciease  in  the  nninbers  of  the  fnr-seal  speeies;  I  <lo 
not  lielieve  there  are  now  one-tenth  as  many  fur-seals 
fre(|nentinjr  the  Tribihif  Islands  as  th«'re  were  ten  years  a;ro.  Nine  or 
ten  years  ajr<»,  when  lyin;;  otV  the  I'ribilof  Islands  in  the  fall,  theyonny: 
seals  iisjmI  to  play  in  the  water  about  the  vessel  in  larjie  nninbers;  in 
^ioiiij;  t<»  the  wj'stward  in  the  month  of  May  many  seals  were  always  to 
lie  seen  between  I'lialaskaand  the  Four  .M<nintaiii  Islands.  In  mid 
Slimmer,  when  making  passaj;<'s  between  I'nalaska  and  the  Pribihd" 
Islands,  used  to  see  larjre  bodi«'s  of  tnrseals  f«'edinjf — 
they  were  invariably  to  be  met  with  most  niimeroiisly 
abiMit  (»(i  niiles  north-northwest  true  from  rnalaska,  and  from  there  up 
to  the  islands  a  eoiitiniinns  stream  of  seals  was  to  be  seen  niovin;; 
toand  from  the  feeding*  grounds. 

When  last  I  visited  the  rookeries  three  years  ago,  in  l.SHM,  I  noticed  a 

fireat  shrinkage  in  the  area  covered  by  seals  on  therookeries.     Whih^  at 

anchor  otf  St.  Paul   Island  the  pups  ])layiiig  about  the  vessel  were 

vei'v  few,  and   while  making  u  passage  lietween   llnalaska  and   the 

I'libilof  Islands,  during  the  breeding  season,  did  not  see  'a  dozen  in  the 

opiMi  sea  during  the  whole  tri]),  where  formerly  I  met  hundreds.     In 

going  from   I'nalaska  to  Atka  an<l  returning  during  the  last  of  May 

and  the  first  ])art  of  June  of  this  vear  (IHitL'),  I  did  not 

hiiirHrannK."'' '"  ''"    ««'t'  A  single  fur  seal  in  the  water,  'l  attriiinte  this  great 

decrease  to  the  iiidis(;rimiiiate  slaughter  of  the  species 

by  pelagic  sealers,  and  their  wasteful  methods  of  sei-uring  skins.     I 

think  that  a  close  season  cat  the  I'ribilof  Islands  for 

several  years  and  the  absolute  suppression  of  pelagic 

sealing  will  caiisi*  the  fur-seal  sju'cies,  or  such  of  them 

as  frefiuent  the  I'ribilof  I.slands,  to  increase,  though 

slowly,  to  their  former  numbers. 

CHAS.  J.  llAOUE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  llith  day  of  June,  181)2. 

Z.  L.  Tannkr, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  IS.  A'avy, 


CliiHi'    Ht'nitoii 
srviTiil  M'lirH. 


lor 


AliHiiliili'      priiliilii 
lion  iic4ir<snrv. 


BejfofiitUm  of  Iran  Krukoff,  Aleut  tiealer. 

PKJ.AGIO   SEALING. 

Personally  appeared  before  im^  Ivan  Krukott",  who,  being  duly  sworn, 

<leposes  ami  says:   I   am  4G  yciirs  of  age,  a  nat:»»  of  the  Aleutian 

Islands,  and  have  lived  in  the  village  of  Makushin  all  my  life.     At  this 

village  we  see  no  seals  in  the  spring,  but  late  in  the 

j,>,ii.n.«...in,K.         ^.^ij^  .j^  j.^j^^.  October,  we  go  out  in  our  bidarkas  and 

4'atch  with  spears  and  foim'times  guns  the  young  pups  which  were  born 

.  on  the  seal  islands  in  the  summer  and  are  now  going 

giuiiou.  south.     We  do  not  use  nets.    There  are  no  pld  seals 


.     I 


KKI.MINti    TO    Tin:    ALKITTIAN    ISLANKS, 


20U 


wiMi  llu'Sf  imps:  iliry  sue  the  yowufi  |iiips  that  ;ii'<'  <Irivoii  in  l»y  llu' 

stniii;:  iiiM'th  wiihls.     W'v  ^n  out  iis  far  iis  tli<>  <'ii|M'  at  the  iiiontli  of 

Makiisliiii   llay  and  lin«l  the  |>iips  liciv  anil  tlicic;  tlicy  arc  iiuv«>i'  to- 

;it>tli<T  in  ;;r(>at  nnnilxTs.     I  n<>V(>!-  kxww  any  old  soals 

of  any  kind  to  haul  ont  on  the  shoit's  in  this  vicinity,   an  Hi'ii'il'iHianiu''.  '" 

nor  liavi'  I  ever  lieanl  any  ohl  men  say  they  ever  saw 

any  old  seals  haul  out. 

It   i8  harder  to  find  the  pn|>s  innv  than   it  was  a  few  ytiars  a^o. 
There  <loeK  iu)t  seeiu  to  be  so  nniny  of  them  as  there 
used  to  be. 

Ivan  KitrKoi'i'.    [In  Uus^iuii.J 
Attested: 

iNNOKENTI    SlIAVASIINIKOFF, 

Interpreter, 

Subscribed  and  >\vorn  to  before  in**  this  Sth  <lay  of  .Tune,  1802. 

.1.  Stanm:v  lli{(»\VN, 
United  atuten  TreuHnry  Ayent. 


- ^f "  *• 


Deposition  of  S.  Melavidoff  nnd  David  SaUtmatoff,  native  rcsidentn  of 

Unalaska. 

HABITS. 

Pcraonally  siiti)eared  before  nie  S.  Melavidoflf  atnl  David  Salniatoff, 
\vh(»,  beiny  duly  sworn,  depose  ami  say:  We  are  natives  of  Alaska, 
ar«'  now  and  have  been  for  the  past  twenty  years  residents  of  Unalaska. 

The  oidy  seals  taken  by  the  natives  of  this  plac»'  are  tin*  this  season's 
pups  that  }jo  thronjih  the  passes  durinji'  the  jjcriod  be-  ^  ..^  ^^ 

tweeii  the  last  of  October  and  the  last  of  Novendx'r.       •''i'"'"""'- 
The  northerly  winds  brinji-  them  in  the  direction  of  this  harbor,  ami  the 
natives  }i-o  out  in  their  bidarkas  and  s|)ear  and  simot     TiHotiivsoiiuiakni 
them  for  food.     Sometimes  we  lind  (dd  nude  si-als  with   '•>  ii:iiiv.>...r  iiuiiiis. 

•  I  ,       i  1  i.      i.A        1    Ai  •       A.1       1  •  1        I  fill  hi*  ii'T  piipH  lur*  IimmI. 

them.but  we  dare  not  attack  them  in  thebniarka.     ihe     scii1h.i..iioi  hmiiiii. 
mothers  are  not  with  them,  and  there  are  usually  no   '"  ^'' '"'•>. 
seals  of  older  aj;e  with  them.     They  are  the  weaker  of  tlie  pups,  the 
stroiificr  ones  yoinj;'  on  through  the  passes.     No  ohl  seals  haul  out  oi* 
shore  here. 

I,  S.  i\Iehividotf,  am  53  years  of  age.  i,  David  Salamatott",  am  07 
years  of  age. 

S.  Mklavidoff. 
D.  Salamatuff. 

Attested : 

KUDOLl'H  URNMANN, 

Interjtreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  .Tune,  1892, 
[SEAL.J  C.  li.  Hooi'EK, 

Notary  PubliVf  Dist,  of  Alaska. 
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Jh'iionitinii  of  Arllitn-  XrinHKii.  iifU'nt  of'  Icxsirts  on  Ahiifhni  Txhtuds. 


'  ¥ 


\S : 


1IAIU3B. 

IMI'I.IUK,  UXALASKA    ISLAK1>.  AlI     TIAN    lsLA>n>S. 

Tcrriioi'i/  ot  AloKJea,  .s.<t: 

Artlinr  Nt'wiiiiiii.  a  rUi/.rii  of  flir  FnittMi  Sjjitcs  i»(   Aiiicrjca,  "tl  y<'»vs 

ol   ■,\iH'.   l:('ii  u   (lulv   -Avon;.  (l('|i()f»**s  iiiid   snvf<:    I    liiivi^ 

lived  ill   tlif  Aleutian    i.'^laiuls  tl'«*'  jrreater  iiart  of  the 

time  since  ISlt'.l.      h'or.  iiriit  yciiis  I  w;!.-  ;i;:ciit  for  tihe  .\lasi;a  <  (tiiimevcial 

rompaiiy  at  riieiiiofsky.  aiitl  for  ten   .'':iis  I  aeted  in  the  same  eajiacily 

at  I'liiiiak:  for  tliree  years  i  was  an  oliieei- of  ii  siioply  teinler  nial<inu' 

trips  helween  San  I'raneiseo  and  I'milaslia.     !  iia\f  made  four  rrijis  to 

liie  westward  as  far  as  Attn,  at  diflerent   seasons  <ii  tlie  year.      I  ol» 

.^  served    tliat    I  lie   lur  seaf-^    iisnail\     ■   iiimeine   to   move 

til  roil  Jill  liotli  the  Hast  and  \\  est  l';i>--»'s  ui  I  iiiiiak  into 

l>eriii}'°  Sea  alioiit  the  last  of  May.  the  iiiajority  eiitn  in  the  hitter  part 

of  .Iniie.  while  very  lew  are  to  li4'  s<-«'ii  inuxinj:  iiorrli  ;itfer  the  middle  of 

ilidy.     The -ills  uoiii};-  north  ihroimh  t liese   pasHf>  are  iiiosily  females 

iUiil  youii};  liaelielors;   very  few  hulls  ;;o  that  way.     The  miitives  liist 

leported  fur  -eals  movitiii  south  tlirmmh  llie  s;ime  parses  alioiit  the  ist 

of  ( )(tolier.      The  iiiajoi  ity  pass  into  the  i'aeitii-  liefweeii  the  L'dtli  ol  ( ir- 

tolu-r  and  the  Ist  of  November,  while  the  last  ones*  are  iisiiallv oliseived 

about   the  Jot  1m  ;f  Noveuiiier.    The  seals  moviniL;  south 

are  iiV;\y  pups,  ami  medinnisi/.ed  -»»;ii-.  the    lornu'i'   in 

the  inrjniity.     I  <;iii  not  distii:i:iii>i    1 1  •   >.i\  olt'iir  seals 

in  the  water. 

•Seals  k-aviiiii' the   Mi'riiiji"  Sea   via   the  w«>st4'iii    [iwwow    are  ^('iierally 

j^|,  _^i^^^^  stM'ii  moviiii;  stradily  towards  the  ."Mmrrh  diirinu  north 

erly  and  rnitliwesterly  weatlier.  Inrt  \ny  larely  lieldre 

a  iiortliea-ievr*  w  iiid.     1   think  a    somewhat   hnjier  iwwttioii  of  the  seail 

iMMtil  iiio\e-  riiinnjLili  the  lOast    I'a.vs  of  rniiiak.  than  rhroiiLili  the  West 

ll"il#w.      Tile  pwiHortioiis  of  pups.   I'tc..  a;e    hIkmiI   the  ".hhm'.  Iiowcver.      1 

IMIIil  nr 
••II       I'rtl 


I'aiiiiiit  <li«iiii;:iiiMlj 
HIV  III  wall  I 


Ml 


a  pi 


kuve  seen  sick  and  v  i  <-<l  liir-^ntlti  Uaiiied  out  on 
Biw'ks  about  the  passc.v  m  est  anil  dM-.  Imit  know  of  no 
plttee  where  tlie\  liabitiiailv  lannl  to  bi>^l  or  rest  in 
-till*'  wverai  well-kiinwii  >«;d  islands  of  l«Min{>;  .Sea.  I 
have  seen  seals  slcepiiii;  on  kelp  and  fei-niiiiy  about  re 
•  lit  iia\  e  never  seen  I  lieni  copulate  an\  w  bft-i'e  except  <mi 
•  mil  iielieve  that  pnit^  ituti  on  kelp  coiiM  be  propcrhv 
_iii  Mil.  I  do  b(  liev-  That  it  is  lUMcssary  to  their  snr- 
liiT  Hey  be  born  on  land,  since  they  cannot  swim  air 
ISTI-'TU.  1  nniidc  niicot  an  cNpeditiHii  Iroiii  Siu 
tic  till -.seal  rttokcries  of  Stateii  LainKl.  and  spem 
iilis  time  on  tlie  rookeries  dm  iii_  l.lie  uiont  lis 
!■  I'  Miiicr.  IST'l.aiid  .latiiiaiy.  IST'J.  w  mirii  is  their 
r  observed  that  a  pup  is  fully  a  iiioHifh  old  be- 
fore venturing;  in  the  v^itiM'  at  all  and  i  do  not  belit've  tln*>  are  e\i)eit 
until  between  tlir«-«'  itani  foui'  iinHitlis  of  aye.  While  sailiii|H' between 
San  I'ram-isco  and  I  iiaiiiNka  I  never  saw  a  fur  seal  in  the  water  be- 
tween si-rht  ot"  the  lit;ntiiaii<i  «H  the  .Meiitians  and  San  l-'raneiseo,  but 
elo.se  to  the  Im>\  lslan<r<  ficiierally  fell  in  with  jdciity  of  them.  I  never 
saw  a  fiii  Meal  in  the  water  bet  ween  .\iiiiikta  I 'ass  and  .Mtn  Island.  1  i\o 
,,    ,    ..,,  ,     not  think  the  fur  seal  heidsofthei  "oinmamU'i  and  I'rib- 

UrnlHol  I  iiniiniiiiil'     -i    .■  •     i         •  •  •  i  i  ■       ,i 

IT    ami    I'liiiitiii   i>     llol  Mauds  ever  yet  clcsc  eiioujih  tocach  other  111  these 
lun.u .lo  not  iniugic.     li^titunics  to  iiiiuyle.     I  belicvu  tlicic  lias  been  a  ureat 
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IHi  i(  asc. 

Iliilisi'i  iiiiiiiiitr  kill- 

rriilrclidii. 


(lecn'iisc  in  tlic  luiiiiliosortlio  I'lir  scnls  frcinit'iitiii;:  tlic  IMiliilrf  Isliiiids. 
Yciiis  aj;<i  1  iistMl  ioscc  Jiuuiit  iminlifiol'tliciii  in  li»'iin^S<';i  wliilcniakinj;- 
l»iis.su<;T  bt'twtMMi  lJniil:isi;;i  iind  tlic  PiibildC  Isliindsdnrini;  tlic  hivcdiii;; 
scjistin.  but  n(»\v  only  ;i  tew  aic  seen,  iunl  those  arc  observed  mticli 
iicar<M'  to  the  islands  than  was  loruicrly  the  case.  I 
believe  this  decrease  is  owinii  t<»  the  larji'c  nnnd>cr  of 
vessels  en, u  a  ji'cd  in  hnntin^i  t  he  liir  sea!  at  sea  and  the  in- 
disciiminate  met  linds  c  niployed  by  these  scalinj:  vessels 
in  takinj;  skins.  It'  this  pursuit  were  stopped  alto- 
gether. 1  think  the  liirseal  species  would  increase 
ifriiin.  althoii-ih  very  slowly.  The  native  huntt-rs  liv- 
iM);  at  the  settienieiits  of  ("hcrnol'sky  and  I'mnak  used  to  hunt  tin'  Cur- 
seal  •  in  the  fall  each  vear  I'or  ibod.  laving  the  llesh  ,  , 
away  lor  winter  use.  V.  hilc  a^  (.  hernolsky.  I  collected  '^ 

<iiinually  I'roui  the  natives  ab(»nt  7.")()  skins  of  fur-seals  killed  in  the 
wati-rs  adjacent,  and  at  Intnak,  I  collected  on  an  avera;;*'  about  l.">(» 
skins.  These  were  mostly  the  skins  of  ;;ray  jiups  taken  durin.y  tlu' 
mouth  of  October,  they  bein,!.i  most  lii<>hly  prized  by  the  natives  as  an 
article  of  food.  I'lir  seals  are  very  little  known  at  ^j.^.^^  ,^  ^  , 
Atka  and  Attn,  and  it  is  my  belief  that  the  farthesti  ii.i!"i'  'L'-.t'"\hX 
west  the  main  herd  nn)Vt  s -o  ami  fiom  15erin^;  Sea  is  ,V';ii',''ii:'!,''''''"  '*'"'''' 
throuj;h  the  Four  Mountain  Islands  I'ass. 

Aktiii  IJ   Ni;\VMAN'. 


Subscribed  a  id  sworn  to  before  me  this  I3tli  day  of  .Iniie,  ISMi*. 

Z.  li,  Tanm;!?, 
Liiut.-t'oiiiinandcr.  C.  S,  A<f*/, 


De^tositioii  of  Charles  T.  VToijuer,  (ujcnt  of  Ahtsla  Commercial  Conqxiui/. 

HABITS— I'ELAGIC   SEALINU. 

Statk  or  California, 

Citif  (tiid  Couniij  of  S((n  Frimeisco,  ss : 

(Miarlcs  T.  \\a,i;ner,  bcinjj;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  \  am  a  citi- 
zen of  the  Tnited  States,  over  L'l   years  of  aye,  a  resident  of  Saiiak  in 
the  Aleutian  yrou]),  and  am  employed  by  the  .Alaska  Coiiimeicial  Com 
pany  ,is  tlii'ir  ayeiit  in  the  purchase  of  furs  and  in  supplying  the  natives 
v.itli  luod  and  clothiiifj-. 

I  was  lirst  emidoved   bv  the  (lovernment  as  deputv      ,. 
coilcctoidi  customs  at  I  nalaska  lor  nearly  thrc*'  years, 
from  1S71  to  1S7."»,  since  which   lime  1  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the 

I    i  till  I k> t  n  v 


( 'ompany. 


«  ompaiiN. 

During;  the  twenty  years  which  I  have  been  stati  uied  in  various 
tradiiijL''  posts  in  the  Ueriiifi'  Sea  I  became  <!onvcrsant  with  the  {ienera) 
(piestion  i)ertainin.ii' to  the  fur  sealinji  industry  in  those  waters.  lia\in;i; 
bou;ilit  sealskins  both  from  natives  and  frnin  linntin;^'  vessels.  I  lia\<' 
observed  that  bv  far  the  larj;cr  pfution  <•!'  skins  pur 
chased  by  me  were  taken  fr(.iu  female  seals.  Not  less  niilu'^lZn.""""' '"" 
than  eif^lit  (»ut  of  every  ten  were  from  cows  with  juip 
or  in  milk.     I  have  often  l»ou;:ht  skins   taken  from  cow  seals  whcii'tlio 

.voiin;!;  pup  had  1 n  cut  out  of  the  mother  and  was  kept  alive  for  scv 

eral  days,  until  it  became  such  a  nuisance  from  constant  yelpiu4>'  "'''^  ^ 
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Wastf  111  lilV. 


I)i<cicn8e. 


(lir«'«t<'(l  it  to  Ih'  killed,  as  it  would  not  eat  and  would  eventually  die  of 
starvaiioii. 

The  )ar«;ei'  jioitioii  of  skins  of  seals  iiurcbasod  by  lue  at  stations  in 

tiie  iiieutian  Islands  were  eanj>lit  about   the  islands  on 

Migration.  jj^^^j^,  ^^..^^  ^^^^^.^j^  ^^^  their  breedlu}-  ;irounds  at  St.  Paul 

and  St.  (leoifie.  I  hav<'  leained  IVf-ni  i)eisona!  obseivation  aiid  fVr.in 
e(»nvei's;itions  with  i»aiti»'s  that  they  lose  in  killed  and  W(>uii<ie<I  at 
least  two  out  of  every  three  obtained.  ()ther  sealers 
hav<'  told  nie  that  their  loss  is  much  p:reat«i'. 
From  njy  pers(tnal  obsei  \ation  I  know  there  has  Iteen  a  very  <iioat 
de<'rease  within  the  past  foni-  or  fiv«'  years  in  the  num- 
ber of  sials  I'onnd  in  the  N(tr{h  Paeilie  and  JJeiiuir 
Seas.  1  am  sure  the  decrease  is  caused  by  the  killinji  (»f  f«  male  seals 
in  (he  ojten  sea,  and  that  if  tlu-ir  destruction  by  the 
^^ ^i.ii»iiimiiin««' kill  iiidisciiniinate  killing;  in  tln' ojjcu  sea  is  permitted  to 
continue  it  will  only  be  a  very  short  time  until  the  ln-rd 
will  be  entirely  destroyed. 

1  never  have  known,  and  do  not  believe  that  the  seals  at  the  Tribilof 
...      ,  ,    ,     Islands  haul  ui)  on  laiul  anywhere  e.\(;ept  on  those 
islands. 
1  never  have  been  employed  by  the  present  lessees  of  the  seal  islands. 

C.  T.  \Va(}nku. 

Subscribed  ami  sworn  to  befun'  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  A.  1).  1S92. 

|8EAL.J  CLKMKNT    IjKNNKTT, 

Autartj  J'ltbliv. 


Deposition  of  Kdfsian  Gorloi,  fmliaii  Inoitvr  of  sea  otters  and /o.res. 

HABITS. 


Atka,  Na/an  r>AV,  Atka  Island,  ALErruN  Chain, 

Ttriitnrif  of  AJtishi.  ss : 

Russian  (iorloi.  a  native  and  lesident  of  .Mk;!.5<!  years  itla^ic.  bcinj; 

dul.\  sworn.  d»'|M>ses and  sa,\s:  I  am  Chief  of  the  natixc  sctl!»'mciil  at 

Atka,  and  li.ivc  lived  on  this  and  iiciuhiioi  in;;  islan<ls  all  my  life.     1  am 

a  hunter  of  wa  ottei'  and  foxes  by  occupation,  and   have  iie\er  limited 

the  fur  seal  as  a  reuiilar  tliiiiu'.     In  the  months  of  ()ct«»- 

tier  and   Novembci.  alter  ;t  Itlow   froin  tlie  nortiieast,  a 

few   s(!atteriiiji  j'lay  pups  are  occasionally  seen  in  /groups  of  two  and 

three.     Thev  pass  from  Merin;;' Sea  into  the  I'acitic.  and 

do  not  linger  about  this  re;> ion.     I  have  killed  a  lew  ol 

tht'.se  |Hips  it'  the  jiasscs  ol   Atka  and  Amlia   Islands  for  fond,  :iml  did 

not  find  them  dilllcnlt  to  approach  in  bidarka.     I  killed  ten  in  one  sea 

son.  about  the  y«'ar  ISdS,  usin;;'  a   spear,   iind   never   lost   «)ne  striicJv, 

although  they  do  not  Moat  Ion;;  after  bcin;;  killed,  usually  less  than  live 

minutes.     Welimlbiit  few  nowadavs.  and  I  think  there 

|t<M  TCIIHI'.  ,  ,  ,.  I        41  At  '  !•  I  11 

there  are  less  lur-.'^eals  than  there  were  l.nnierly.  I  do 
not  know  th«'  reasiui  for  it.  I  have  iievei' seen  an  old  bull  or  a  full  ;;rowii 
fur  seal  about  these  islands.  I  do  not  know  tliroii;;h  what  passes  the 
seal  herds  move  to  and  from  the  lleriny  S«'a.  nor  tin*  time.  Schooners 
hjiv«'  oc<*asionally  been  «een  about  this  reyion  in  the  spring',  but  they 
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never  stayed  loiiji.  iiiiil  I  do  not  tliiiik  tlicy  jtot  any  skins.    I  Inive  iievn- 
known  of  fui-scals  liiiiilhiji' out  on  tl.e  slion'sin- Hoating 
kelp  patelu's  to  rest  or  l»re»'(l  in   this  n';iion.     I    liavc    aiVIIii'm!  iXmis'' ''" 
inner  seen  a  niotliei- seal  oi' a  black  jMip  in  tills  re;iion. 

Ills 

KASSIAN    \   (l(»l{l.(i|. 

iii;irK. 

SiibserilHMl  and  sworn  to  before  inc  tliis  2.">tli  day  of  Ma\,  I.stH'. 

/.  L.  Tanm;!;, 
Ijiriit. Cniiniiainhr,  I'.  S.  .\iirjf. 

I,  Peter  SliaislinikofV.  lierrby  swear  tliat  I   have  laithl'nlly  and  I  inly 
intci'itretfd  the  t'on'^oin^' allidavit  of  Kassian  (iorloi. 

I'KTKK    S|IAI^'.IIN!K(»11'. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  belbre  nio  this  Ttli  dav  of  -hiin'.  ISKii. 

Z.  L.  Tan.m;|{, 
IjiiKt.Coiiiiiitnitlcr,  r,  S.  Xiiri/. 


'^jp «' 


Jhpo.'iitioH  of  J'ltd  Xaotrhnni^  tSfcouti  Cliirfi)/  iK(tirt:s  of  Alkd  fnhiiifl^oiKl 

luintir. 


nABITS. 


ATKA,  NAZAN    r.AY,  ATKA    ISLAND,  ALKITLVN  ("iTAfN, 

'I'rififnrii  of  AliLshn,  ss: 

Pud  Zaotchnoi,  a  nati\cof  Anilia  Island,  of  the  Aleutian   <'liain.  in 
yea.'s  of  a^iC  beinn'  duly  sworn,  deposes  niid  says:    I  am   Secoinl  Chief 
of  (he  natives  iit    the  sett  lenient  of  Atka.  .\tka  ishiiid.  Alaska,  and  am 
a  hunter  of  fur  bea rill"  animals,  principalh  the  sea  otter 
ami  fox;  I  lia\e  never  liiinled  tin  fur  seal.     The  fur  seal 
is  only  rariOy  seen  about  t  his  region,  seal  terinj^  ones  l»e       i  m  i..;iiiiir.iv  snn 
inji'  seen  occasionally  diiriii]:;  the  months  of  Septendter. 
( )ctober.  and  Novcmi>er.  travelinu  from  the  noilhwaid  !<»  the  southward. 
throu}:h  the  passes  between  Alka  and  Amiia  Islands.     'I'lmse  seeu  arc 
always  ^ray  pups,  and  nsnallv  appear  atler  a  blow  \Ui\\\ 
the  iKUtheasf.     'riiciinist  I  ever  saw  in  an,\  one  year  w  as 
about  a  do/en.  but  never  more  than   two  or  three  at  a 
time.     I  have  met  them  in  the  passes  while  huntin<i' in  abidarka.     I]ia\i> 
never  known  them  l»»  icst  on  the  shores  or  on  patches 

of  tloatin-;'  kelp  in  tlii-  reuioii,     1  have  iiexcr  seen  lar^ic     i,',,','.',,"','.',,,',''!,"', ,' " 

imlls  en*  lull  i; row n   fur  seals  in   this  region.     I  do  not 

know  through  what  passes  of  tiie  Aleutian  Islands  the      imMHiiin  oi  in.ivi.- 

fur  seal  herds  move  info  I'lcrin;.':  Sea.  nor  at  what    time 

they  do  so.     I  havt'seen  so  few  fur  seals,  and  ne\«'raiiy  but  a   few  scat- 

leiiny  ;; ray  imps,  that  I  am    unable  to  form  any   ideas  re;;a rd i n ;;'   the 

decrease  oi'the  fur  seal  species. 


.MaMrniiiii    -^i-iii    in 
.Iliy  iilir  Mill 


IMl>    \    / An'I'CllNdl. 


iiiiii  K 


8ubs«Mibed  and  sworn  lo  before  me  tlds  L'."»tli  da\  of  Mav.  JSil'J. 

/'.  L.  TANNKir. 
J.itiil.  ('oiinniinthr,  I'.  »S.  Xki'i/, 
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I.  IN-tfT  SliinsliiiiUnlV.  Iicrclty  swcjir  flmt    I  linv<'  (iiitlil'iilly  :iim1  hiilv 
iiilt'ijHt'tcd  tlu'  I'ou'Ltoiiifi  allMliixit  of  IMid  Z;int(lmoi. 

l'i;ri;K  Siiaisiixikoi  f, 

Iiilrr/tntrr 

Siilisj-rilit'd  iiiitl  swdiii  l(»  lu'lnrc  u\o  tliis  Ttli  diiy  (»f  .Imn'.  IS!»l'. 

Z.  L.   Tanmi;, 
JjicKt.Cniininiinlcrj  I'.  tS.  Sm-ij. 


mmn  \ 


i/h  {if--/ 


I'"). 


Deposition  of  Stiimnl  KahooroJ]  hitutcr. 
HAnirs. 

Attu,  CinciiAffor  HAunou,  Attu  Ist.anm),  Alkutian  fiiAm, 

Ttrrilnri/  of  Ahiskn.  fts: 


Siiimicl    KiilnHdol',  ii   native  of  Attn    Islainl.  "»!.'  Ncars  of  ay;!' 


!)(>MI< 


duly  sworn,  tl('|)(»s('s  and  says:  I  am  a  liiintcr  uC  tin-  sea  otter  and  Idno- 
lox,  and  ha\c  lived  in  this  vicinity  all  !ny  lite.  Have 
ne\ei'  limited  the  fur  seal.     Our  Iiuntini;  ;fioniM!s  are 

ijMout  Attn.   A"attn.  and  the  Seniiehi  Islands.     Have  seen  onlv  three 


■.\|iii  n  11(1 


Km 


iilx     ih.    iiiit 


\U\{  Altii  iH^iriii. 


Mi^iatiiiii. 


fur  seals  in  this  ley ion  in  twenty  years;  saw  tlieiii  in  May.  is'.Ht.  tiavid- 
in;i' aloiiji-  the  north  side  of  .Vttii   Island,  about  ."»  miles  otV  shore,  ami 

inakin^jaiioith  westerly  course.    'I'ln-y  wei-eyouiifrinah's. 

I  think,     l-'ui'  seals  (U)  not  rej;nlarly  visit  these  i>lands 

now.  l»ut  ahoiit  twenty  live  or  thirt\  years  a;;o  I  used 
to  see  small  s(|uads  ot  larjic  seals  duriu<;  the  month  of  .luno  feedinj:  and 
siee|>in<f  al)out  the  kelp  jiatehesolV  the  eastern  slioresof  Attu  ami  A^^atfu 

Islands.     'I'hoyeaine  from  the  southward,  and  traveled 

in  a  noitliwt'sterly  dirHctioii.     Never  saw  any  fur  seals 
»'ast  of  the  Seniiehi  Islands,  and  do  not  think  th(.se  of  tln'  Commander 
^  Islands  hei'd  ;i(t  farther  to  tin*  eastwanl   than    that. 

They  decreased  in  nund)ers  •;raduaHy.  and  diirin;^  the 
last  twenty  years  have  only  seen  the  three  above  mentioned.     Ilave 
never  seen  a  nursin.u  (»r  iiiothei'  cow  or  a  black  or  gray  pup  in  this  le 
{•i(tii.  and  do  not  thiidv  they  evei'  \isit  it. 

Do  not  know  of  any  rookeries  or  ]>laces  where  fur  seals  r»'pularly  haul 

out  on  the  land  or  kelp  to  breed  in  the  Aleutian  Islands, 


I  In 

Al.'iii 


i:m  isi!,'mu'' =""^  '''*  ""'  '''i'l'^  tliere  is  such  a  place.     Do  not  know 

wiieic  the  old  liiills  spend  the  winter,  and  do  not  know 

tlu'  routes  the  fur  seal  herds  take  in  their  nii^iatioiis  to  and  tiom  the 

<'onimandei-  and   I'ribilof  Islands:  neitiier  do  1  think 

the  two  herds  come   neai"  eiinuj;li  to;;etlier  in  these  lati- 

tutles  to  mi\.     Do  not    know  why  the  numbers  of  the  lur  seals  seen 

about  these  islands  are  now  less  than  in  Ibiinei-  years.     Sealing;  st-lioon- 

ers  do  not  fre()Uent   thes«'  islands;   last  Au;just   {lir< f  them  came  in 

lien'  for  water,  and  then  went   south  in  a  (lay  <>i  two.     'Hiey  said  they 
had  been  to  the  Commander  Islands. 

llH 

Sa:m(  (M.  X  Kaiioorof. 

Ill^Uk. 

Subscribed  ami  sworn  to  before  me  this  USth  dav  of  Mav,  IS'.Ji*. 

/.  !<.  Taxxf.i;. 
JJ'  iit.CoiiniiaiKln;  U.  !S.  A'«ry. 


RKLATIXC    TO    TIIK    AMMTIAN'    ISLANDS. 


2ir. 


T,  PottT  Sliiiisiiilvdtt'.  iMTclty  swciir  tli;it    I   Icivc  fiiiflil'iilly  iuxl  truly 
iiitorpivtcMl  tlie  rorcgoiii^  atlitlavit;  ol'tSiiiiiiicI  Kiiliooior. 

l*KTi;i{    SlIAISllMKolF, 

I  iitninrtrr. 

Subscribt'il  iiiid  sworn  to  bol'on'  iin'  tliis  7fli  diiy  olMiiiu'.  IS'.L'. 

Z.  L.  Tannki{. 
lAvuUi'innmaniUi.,  I'.  iS.  Xtiry. 


^1* 


IhpoNition  of  KlUth   ]'niJ:oj)it/,    luitlrr  liiiiilcr  ofn(t<r,s  niid  fn.irs, 

IIA'JITS. 
TkKIJI'IOKY   Ol'    Ar-ASTCA, 

Attn,  ('liirliiKjn/  lliirhor,  Attn  Islantl,  Alciilhin  (''iiiiii..ss: 

Kliiili  IM'okopiol',  a  iiativ*'  of  Aiiicliitka  Islaiiil  of  tlic  Aleutian  Chain, 
.'t'2  years  of  njiO.  beiii;^'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   ^.^  „.,.i,.,i,,. 
.\ni  a  hunter  of  tiie  sea  otter  and  bbw  fox  and  have     ■^'""""'' 
lived  in  this  vicinity  all  my  life.     1  iiuntaboiit   Attn,  .\;;attu.  and  tli» 
8«'nii(hi  Islands.     Have  never  hunted  nor  killed  a  fur  seal.     Fur  seals 
do  not   rejiulaily  frefjuent   these   reiiions,  and   1   have 
seen  none  but  a  few  seatterinj;' ones   in   twenty   \eais.    ,,',!'l)!|ii,''||i''vi'ri',,';i'v" 
Thirty  years  a;i<).  when  tin-    lkUs.««ians  eontiDlied  these 
islands,  1  used  to  see  a  iVw  nieilinni  sized  fur-seals,  one  <ir  tw<»  at  a  time 
in  th'sunnuer,  ji'enerally  in  dune,  travelinj;'  to  the  northwest,  and  bound. 
I  think,  for  the  ('(uninander  Islands.     Tlie  faithest  east  1  haxcever  ob- 
served tiieni  was  about  .'So  niil''s  east   of  tlie   Seiuiehi 
Islands:  do  not    think  those  .uoin.u' to  tiie  < 'ouunander   ,STi2ul}.  trl!u. 
Islands  ever  uo  farther  east   than  that.     'I'liost    most 
seen  in  former  times  were  lienerallx  feediiij; mid  sU-epiiiL;  abtait  the  kelp 
patches  between   Attn  and   Aj^attu.  and  the  Seniiei'i 
Islands,  where  the  nsaekeiel  aboumis.     They  decreased 
in  numiiers  constantly,  and   now  are  oul,\  seen   on  \i'ry  \are  occasions. 
lla\e  seen  but  half  a  do/en  in  the  last  twenty  .\"ars:  they  were  lar^ic 
seals,  bidls  I  judued  from  their  si/e,  (raNclinu  to  the  nurthwest.  alniut 
30  miles  east  ot'  tlie  Semichi  Islands.     This  was  in  May.  ISSS. 

Ila\t'  never  seen  any  pups,  hiack  or  ura.v.  or  nursihi;  female  fur  seals 
in  this  reyiou.  and  do  not  tiiink  they  ever  \isit  it.  Do  not  know  of  any 
rookeries  in  the  .\leutiau  Islaiuls.  maaiiy  places  where 
fur  seals  liaiM  out  reuidarly  on  the  land  i>v  kelp  to  breed 
(U' rest  except  the  K'lissian  and  Anu-rican  seal  islands 
of  IW'rinji'  Sea.  l>o  not  know  \\  here  the  (dd  bull  lui'  seals  spend  the 
winter,  nor  what  route  the  fur-seal  herds  take  to  and  fioui  the  Tom- 
niander  and  I'ribilof  islands,  nor  at  what  limes  the  herds  pass  to  and 
fro.  .Vm  quite  sure  the  herds  do  not  come  near  enouj'h  to}>ether  to 
nnnj^le  in  these  reiiioiis.  Ilax'c  nevci  known  of  fui- 
seaU  Ixinji  seen  U-twecu  Anuhitka  and  a  point  30 
miles  east  of  the  Si-michi  Islands.  I )(»  not  think  t  here  are  mtw  as  many 
I ur  .seals    as  there  were  thirty  years  ajio.  lait  do   not 
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nut  re;;ular|y  \  isit  I  liese  islands.  Last  Au;.:ust  (ISitl)  thi.i  of  tlieiii 
came  in  here  to  yel  water.  Init  only  stayed  a  few  hours  each;  they  had 
been  to  the  (.'ominand«'r  Islands  und  were  goiny  south. 
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TI'.STfMONV    RELATINC    To    TIIK    ALEUTIAN    ISLANItS. 


Siibscrilu'd  iiiiU  sworn  to  iH'lort'  iiic  this  L'Stli  day  of  May.  181>2. 

Z.  I,.  Tannkij, 
LiriitcntiiifCniniiniiKh r,  ('.  S.  Xtirj/. 

r,  IN'tcr  SliaislmikoM",  licrrlty  swear  Hiat   I   liavr  faitliriilly  aii<l  truly 
iiitorpri'tetl  till'  ron';;()iiig  allnlavit  of  lOliali  IMokopid'. 

I'KTKU    SlIAISIIMKoi'l". 

Iiilrri>rrt<r. 

Siibsi'rihed  and  sworn  to  hrforc  nu'  tins  7tli  day  of  .luiic  1S!»l*. 

Z.  li.    r.\NM;i{, 
Lirntcmint  ConniKinilcr,  (',  S.  Xtd'y. 


IkpnsitJnn  of  Fihirt'f  Pmlnpivf,  iitiviit  oiiil  stttrtlrrprr  of'  Alashu  Cnnnmr- 
c'lul  Coiniiiinif.  OH  Atlit  l.sloii>l,  ami /iirlinnhr. 
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Nil  siiils  ill  viriiiity. 
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IIAItlTS. 

Tkkijitokv  ok  Alaska, 

Attn.  Cliicliat/oJ'  Jltirhor,  Attn  /slaiul,  Ahiitlaii   Vhiiin.  ss: 

Kilart't  IMokopicf,  a  native  of  Attn  Island,  Alaska,  1*3  years  oC  a;;*', 
Iteinj"'  duly  sworn,  d<'|ios(^s  ami  says:   I  am  the  anient 
K^p.iicii.v.  and  storekeejitM-  at  this  i>laee  loi-  the  Alaska  Coninier- 

<!ial  Company,  wlii<'h  position  I  have  held  for  the  last 
two  years.  My  ocenpation  is  that  of  a  hunter,  |>i'ineipally  for  tin*  sea- 
otter  and  fox;  lU'Vi'r  for  the  fur  st'al.  i  used  to  hunt,  before  1  was 
made  a;nent,  about  the  Attn,  Afi'attn,  and  the  Setnichi 
Islands.  I  never  saw  but  «me  fur-seal  in  the  wat<  r.  It 
was  a  young:  nude  whieh  was  killed  in  this  bay  in  September  of  isst. 
1  do  not  know  of  any  fur-seal  rookery  or  (dlier  places 
ANn'tiii'iiuLiMis  ""  \vhere  fur  seals  haulout  on  theland  to  breed  or  re.'^t  in  the 
Aleutian  Islands.  iM»r  where  the  old  bull  fur  seals  spend 
tin'  wintei'.     I  do  not  know  at  what  times  oi-  by  what  routes  the  seal 

herds  n\ove  to  ami  from  the  Uerin"   Sea;  have  heard 

lot  :m<i  ccniiiiaiKii'i   old   liuuters  say  the  Commander  islands  herd  use  to 
'"■"'"  i)assclose  tothe  western  shores  of  these  islands  on  tliuir 

way  north. 

FlI-AUKT    PHoKoriEl-'. 

Subscribed  ami  swoin  to  before  me  this  L'Sth  day  of  May.  l-'^!*-. 

Z.  h.  Tannek'. 
Lir>ite>n(nt('oiinn>iii(ln',  ('.  IS.  Xarif. 

T.  Peter  Sliaislinik«»(V.  hereby  swear  that  I  have  faiththlly  and  truly 
interpreted  the  forej;;()inj;  anida\  it  of  Filaret  rroiikopief. 

I*ETK|{    SlIAISlIMKol  F, 

J  ntrrfnrtcr, 

Subsdibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  .lunc  ISJL'. 

Z.  L.  Tan\ki{, 
LicutcnantCommandir,  ('.  IS.  Xavy. 


I'KLACJU'   SKAI.1N({ 


I 


THSTIMOXYTAKI-X  ON  OR  NHAR  KADIAK  ISLAND, 


Deposition  of  Imac  }f.  Linanl,  sea  utter  hunter,  residing  nt  Uelhof'skji, 

Alaska. 

PKLAGIC   SKALINO. 

Isaac  Iieniir<l,l)t'inj;<lnl.v  sworn,  deposes  and  saitli;  I  resident  IJclkol' 
skv,  Alaska  Territory.     I  have  been  a  seaotter  hunter 

,.'..,  1    i"  •  11  •   1      1     ii  It  K\|nilriire. 

tor  lorty  yt-ai's,  and  have  occasionally  raided  the  Kus- 

siaii  seal  islands.     When  on  a  raid  we  would  watch  tor      Uiiij^  „„  i;i,,«iai, 

a  fjivoralde  opportunity  to  make  a  landinj--,  and  then    '•<'""''« 

kill  male  and  female  fur  seals  indiscriminately.     I'rob    DiHtnitiion  ..r  pups. 

aldy  Ibr  ev«'ry  ."»00  marketable  skins  set-urcd,  double 

that  nund>er  of  pups  were  destroyed.     I  think  that  a      I'lntpriiini    i.v    a 

i'lose  season  between  the  ntontlis  of  February  and  No    ''"■*''■""■"'"• 

vember  in   the  North   I'acilic  Ocean  and  lleiiit";- 8ea  should  be  «'stab- 

lished  in  onler  t(»  prevent  the  extermination  of  the  fur  seal  sp«'cies. 

I.  yi.  liENARU. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  befon*  me  this  l.'Jth  day  of  Apiil,  ISUi;. 

doSHl'll   Ml  |{KAV, 

United  IStates  Treasury  Atjent. 


-^Ul 


sition  of  Andrew  Anderson,  sea  otter  linnter,  residing  on  Kadia/c  Is- 
land. 


■>-i«i 


Andrew  Andeison.  beinj;  didy  sw(»rn,  deposes  and  saith:   I  reside  at 
St.    I'anl.   Ka  liak   Island,  Alaska  Territory.     1  am  a 
sea  ottei' hunter  by  occupatictn,  and  am  now  master  ot      Kii»iiiii.c. 
a  liuntiiij{  scIkmuici.     While  en^ajicd  in   hunting'  dur- 
ing; the  past  ei;ilit«'en  yea>s,  i  jiave  killed   more  or  less   fur-seals.     [ 


usuallv    first   fall  in  witli    fur  seals    otl'  (Jooks  Inlet 


\|>|irill'iiir<  iiiiUn  III- 


altont  the  lirst  of  .Iiine.     I  have  noti*'ed  a   peiceptible   ih  ^iImi'mi  .hini' i' 
aixl  jiradnal  decn'ase  in  seal  life  for  the  ]>ast  few  years 


Sriils  :   lli'i  TiaNi'  111. 


a.nd  attiibiiti'  it  to  the  larjic  number  of  vessels  cn;ia;n('d 

in  huiitiui:  them  at  s«'a.     1  have  never  seen   a  fur-seal    ,  '"."i'^  ""'  i"."/'' 


pup 


•r  the 


same  season  s 


birti 


I   in 


til 


e  water  at   sea  : 


lllll'illilSI  MSIHKll  llil'lll. 

I'lipH  liiirii  iiiilv  III 
H  III'    I'i'ltiild 


iHlaiiilH, 


neither  lia\e  I  any  knowled<;e  of  any  beinj;  born  else 
where  thai    'ii  a  rejiular  rookery. 

I  have  '•    knowledjic  of  the  existence  of  any  rookeries,  or  any  place 
\Nlieie  liuc  seals   haul  up  on  the  land,  in  the  uortherii    hemis]ihere, 
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TKSIIMONY 


oMict-  than  tIios(>  tiirs(>iil   rookciivs  on  tlic  several  seal  islaiuKs  of  Bur- 
in y  Sva. 
My  o\perit>nc<>  in  seal  hunting'  is  that  a  nnich  creator  nnnibcr  of  t'c- 
Mii.ii -mil.  •  iiimi    "'"'*''^  '"•'    '"•<''"  i't    sea  tlian  niah's  of  the  fnr  seal 
i)."i  '.r  iVmliUs  t;!kull.   spt'cies:  and  of  the  leniales,  the  majority  are  prejjnant 
or  niilkin;;'  rows.     I  lielieve  that  in  onhT  to  prest'ive 
'■' ""•""""""""•' lur  seal  life,  pelaj-ic  hnntin^' shouhl  l»e  stopped  abso- 
lutely. 

hiR 

Andrew  4-  Andp:kson. 

murk. 

Sultsi-rihed  and  sworn  tt>  before  nie  this  l.'JtIi  day  of  April,  IS'Jli. 

.loSKi'H  MruuAY, 
United  IStatt's  Tnasitri/  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Charlex  Arerif,  sealer  (Master),  residing  on  Kadiak  Island. 

I'KLAdH'  SEALING. 


t      t' 


iM  !• 


Charles  Avery,  a  resident  of  St.  I'aul,  Kodiak,  Alaska,  beiiiji'  duly 
sworn,  deposed  and  said:  1   am  eaptain  of  a  sealiii;>- 

Kx|Mri.-mr.  seliooiier;  have  been  six  yt'ars  in  Alaska:  have  been 

hnntin};  s«'als  three  years.     I  stait  the  season  off  Vakii- 

.   ,  .,   ,  .,   (at.     The  first  seals  are  st'en  about   April  lirst.     We 

^M■llll*lll•Hl  iipixiiiiill     ..,,.,  Ill  1   .•     »i  11  1 

Vakiiiiii  aiHxii  A|irii    tollow  the  seals  l)aek  and  tortii,  as  sehoolseonie  alon;^'. 

'"'•  We  use  rilles  and    shotjiuns.     Of   those   killed,    the 

nnndn'r  saved   \  aries  with   tin'  skill   of  the  hunters. 

iiM^Hr'I^'krn'M'rr'r'.''   •'iJ'^t  year  we  lost  very  few.     About   '.»(>  jter  eent  of 

iiiairs;  i,i,i,ioiii,\  iHVK    those  saved  are  females,  and  the  ;iieater  number  with 

younj;,     Th«>  females  sink  almost  immediately  when 

I'.ia'i.'  i.iiiii   im    «hot,  if  lieavy  witli  youn<i'.     It  is  not  possible  to  dis- 

posNiiit.'  tinj^uish  sex  when  »eals  are  swimming,  and  killing  is 

indiscriminate.     I  do  not  think  that  seals  (!an  be  born 

Hi.ok.;ri.»  only  i.u  ji,  the  wat«*r  aiul  Uve.     I  do  not  know  of  any  rookery 

except  those  on  the  seal  islands  ot  tln'  Bering  hea. 

ClIAKLKS   A  VERY. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.'Uh  <lay  of  April,  1S02. 

.losiii'H   Ml  KHAY, 
United  iStates  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Vassili  Clriehrnoff' et  al.,  native  fnr  hunters. 
PELAGIC   SKALINd. 

Vassili  Chiehinoff,  Timothy  Demidott",  Simeon  Reisoff,  Alami)hy  Pes- 

tikort',  Prokopy  Naukook,  Feodore  Anutak,  Evan  (rrinott",  and  Feodore 

(irinoft",  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say:   We  are 

"'"""""■  residents  of  St.  Paul,  Ka<liak  Island,  Alaska,  and  are 

natives  of  Alaska.  Our  oeeiipation  is  hunting  for  fur-bearing  animals, 
priaeii>ally  the  sea-otter. 


TAKKN    ON    OR    NEAR    KADIAK    KSLAND. 
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We  all  liiivt'  an  iiitiinato  knowledge  of  th«'  coast  of  Alaska  from  Ka- 
<liak   to  I'lialaskti,  anil  know  of  no  fnr-seal  rookeries 
otiier  than  tliose  <hi  the  seal   islands  of  IJeiiny  Sea.    ,vSi VHian'u'   "" 
U'e  have  n«!ver  seen  fur  s«'al  jaipsof  the  same  season's 
birth  in  the  water  at  sea,  and  do  not  believe  it  possible      i'"'"'  '""  '!'"  ""'"'' 

,.       ,1  ,1  i'    II  1  «.  I  iiiilv  I'll  II  i""'Ki  r\. 

toi'  tlH'in  to  l»e  su<'c«'sslnlly  reared  except  on  a  rookery. 

Tlu're  is  no  way  of  distin<;uishin<i  the   sex  of  fur  seals  (except  larye 

bulls),  in  the  watei'  at  sea.  n«M'  do  hunters  ever  nnike 

any  ertort  to  d<.  s..,  l>ut  on  the  contrary  kill  all  seals   ._^^;'-ii'">i."in«t..kiii. 

they  can  indiscriminately. 

Fur  seals  luive  decreased  very  rapidly  durinj;'  the  last  Hv»'  years,  and 
we  l>elieve  it  is  due  to  the  laijie  nnmlier  of  vessels  en-     ,, 
^a;;ed  in  huntin}>  them  at  sea. 

Knowin^i'  that  p»'lajiic  hunting'  is  the  cause  of  the  decri'ase  in  fur  seal 
life,  wi'  are  in  fav(»r  of  its  entire  an«I  absolute  suppres- 
sion and  lU'ohibition  in  order  that  said  fur-seal  life  may  ^.jj.'^"''"''''""  '""''*" 
be  saved  from  exterminatiou. 

Vas«ili  CiiiCHixoFF.  [In  Hussiau]. 

Timothy  DKMiDori".  |InHussian|. 

SiMi:<tN  KiKSOFF  (his  x  mark). 

Alamimiy  Pkstikoi'I'  (his  x  maik.) 

Pkokopv  Nankook  (his  x  nnirk). 

Feodokk  Anitak  (his  x  nnuk). 

Evan  (Jbinokf.  (In  Knssian|. 

Fkodore  Grinoff  (his  x  nnuk). 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  IStL'. 

.loSF.lMI    MriJKAV, 

United  States  Trcasurif  .{(/cut. 
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Deposition  of  Julius  Christiansi'n,  sm-ottcr  hunter  [master),  resitting  on 

Kadiak  Island. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 


'1 

m 


Julius  Christiansen,  beinji'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside 
at  St.  Pauls,  Kadiak  Island,  Alaska,  and  ha v<' lived  m      j.      . 
the  Teriitory  tor  the  past  ten  years.     1  am  an  otter       "i""'""'- 
hunter  by  occupation,  and  the  owner  of  a  sch<K)ner   engaged  in  that 
pursuit. 

Last  year  (ISOl)  F  hunted  for  seals  at  sea.  We  first  met  them  in  the 
region  of  Prince  William  Sound,  and  followed  them  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  r»arren  lslan(lsoff'C(t(tks  Inlet.  I  used  a  shotgun  almost  exclusively 
last  season,  and  h>st  about  one-third  of  all  fur-seals  ,  . ,.., 
shot.  Ot  those  secured,  the  larger  part  by  tar  were  te-  ,i..iiiy.)riiiosis."ciiiv.i 
males,  and  the  majority  of  these  were  pregnant  cows.  i""«"'«"'  I'lnai.s. 
It  is  in^possible  to  distinguish  the  sex  t»f  the  fur  seal  in  the  water  at 
sea,  and  no  effort  was  made  to  do  so.  Wekilled  all  fur- 
seals  indiscriminately.  Fur  seals  when  shot  dead,  siidc 
almost  immediately.  I  never  knew  of  fur  seal  pups 
being  born  anywhere  exce]>t  on  a  ro<)kery,  and  do  not 
believe  they  ciUi  be  successfully  raised  under  other  con- 
ditions. Neither  have  I  any  knitwledge  of  a  fur  seal 
rookery  existing  anywhere  except  on  the  seal  islands  of 


IniliHi'riiiiiimU^ 


liorn  only  on  a  riNik- 
ery. 

Rookery    only    o  n 
I'nbiloC  rslaiiilH. 


Bering  Sea. 


J.  Christiansen. 
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Tr.STIMoNY 


Biilwcrilu'd  iiiid  8woni  to  bclore  iih-  this  l.'Uli  diiy  of  April,  ls{>2. 

.losKi'ii  MriiitAV, 
I'nitcd  Stnles  Trctisury  Agent. 


IhposUUyn  of  F.  F.  Frnnf,  oinicr  aiitl  niastir  of  hunthxj  rcssri,  rcHitlimj 

on  h')nlitili  hhind. 

I'EI.ACilC    SKAl,IN(f. 

V.  V.  Feoiiy,  ii  rosidfiit  ol"  I.oiij;   IsIjiikI,  St.  I'aiil   lliirlior,  Kiuliiik, 
Aliisixii.   heiiiK  (liilv  sworn,  siiitli:    I   li;iv»'  resided   in 

Kx|MlllllrC.  4   11  V  .  I  I  *       •  »• 

Aiiiskii  over  twenty  yt'iirs.     1  am  owner  iind  riiptiiin  of 

a   linntin<>'  and  trading;;  scliooncr.     I  have  been  alon^'  the  eoast   i'roni 

I'ninndv  Pass  to  Sitl<a.     1   have  never  hnnted  fur-seal  reyuhirly.  bnt 

One  null  lost.  have  l;ilh>d  them  when  I  eanu'  aeross  tln'm.     Oi' seals 

VM\\\\  ixrii'iit  i>t   kille<1,  about  (bur  out  of  live  are  saved.     Of  those  taken, 

nniM.H.i,,k.,,  ,,1,.  I.,    uiobaidv   lour  out  of  live  are  females.     ."Nbtst  all  of  the 

iiiiili'M.     Ill    |i  II  |i     or     !..',,  ...  . , 

iiiilKiii;;. 


IniliHi'i'liiiiiiati-  kill 
iiiK- 

llc(n'».m'. 


females  taken  are  with  yoiin^,  or  mothers. 

There  is  n(»  way  that  I  know  of  to  distinj>uish  the  sex  of  a  seal  when 

it  is  in  the  water.     No  attempt  is  made  to  dis<-rimi- 

uati'  the  sex  so  as  to  kill  only  nudes.    The  seals  have 

most  deeidedly  deerease<l  in  number,  <'aused  by  the 

x..i.iiiiis  at  s.a  nr  eoutiiiiuil  liuiitiuji'  and  killiu;:'  in  theopensea.     I  have 

'' ''  never  seen  nor  hear<l  of  a  seal  born  at  sea  nor  on  kelp. 

,  '.'"'I'^'V'?'  ","'.v  oil    I  do  not  know  of  any  rookery  other  than  those  of  the 
riiiiiliit  i.sijiiiiJM.  I  •  1        1     •      i>      •  '     o  I  •    •         -i-.i  1 

seal  islan<ls  ni  lierin^'  Nea.     In  my  opinion,  if  the  seals 

^  i'.nini,iii„ii   n.r.s    iiic  iiot  liaiiissed  aiidhunfed  at  si-a  they  will  iiierease, 
and  t«>  preserve  them  from  extermination  pela^iie  hunt- 
in  j;  must  be  stopped. 

V.  V  Fkeny. 

Subseribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.'?th  day  of  April,  1S<»'J. 

.lOSKIMI    INIl  RKAV, 

United  IStatex  Treannrif  Aijeut. 


Deposition  of  William  Foster,  seal  Ininter,  residing  on   Kailial;  Island. 

rKLAfilC   SKAI.ING. 

William  Foster,  a  resident  of  St.  Paul,  Kadiak,  Alaska,  beiuj"-  duly 
sworn.  de|)osed  and  said:  I  ain  a  hunter.  Have  been 
in  Alaska  eijiiiteen  y«'ars.  Have  been  from  ley  Pay 
to  I'nalaska.  I  have  never  hunted  fur  seal  until  last 
year.  From  my  own  ex]>eri<'n«'e,  and  what  I  have  been 
told  byoTlu'r  hunters,  about  one-half  «»f  the  seals  killed 
sink.  The  seals  ai)pear  oti  Cook's  Inlet  about  May  1st. 
Tlu'y  appt'ar  off  I'lipi  alxuit  the  1st  of  .Iiiiie. 

A  seal  if  shot  dead  will  sink  almost  immediately.  In  my  opinion, 
seals  and  all  other  fur  beariii<;'  animals  are  decreasin;;: 
and  the  cause  is  ])ela^'ie  huntin;>'.  1  do  not  know  of 
any  rookery  outside  of  the  seal  islands  of  the  Perinj; 
Sea,  nor  have  1  heard  of  any  other.  I  have  nev«M'  se«'U 
pups  born  on  kelp  beds,  and  I  am  eertain  they  can  not 


Exiiriii'iiif. 
AVii.str  of  nil'. 

Ajipcar  nil'  CiKiks 
Inli't.  Mii.v  Isl  :iiiil 
oil'  l'ii;;ii..liliic  Ul. 


DlMTl'llSC. 

Knokci'it's   iiiily   on 
Pi'iliiliit'  I.sliiiiil. 

Xoiit!  boi'U  on  kt'lp. 


TAKFA'    ON    ()l{    Ni:.\K    KAIMAK    ISLAND. 
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livo  ami  tliriv«'  on  Ui'lp  ImvIs.    In  my  o|iinioii.  in  nr<l<>r      rmiiiiiiiion    .n. 

to  preserve  tin-  lur  sciils,  nil  iM'hi^ic  st-iilin^  slionid  In-  "'"''' 
stopiitMJ. 

Wm.  Im»stki:. 

SuijsriilM'tl  iind  Kwoiii  to  hcruirnii'  tliis  l.'Uli  <lay  of  April  \SU'2. 

.l(>si;Vii   Ml  ^M^\^. 
I'nihd  SiutiH   I'lniHunj  Aijiiit. 


1: 


l'!\|iriii'iii'i'. 


I  hi  II  a  III  1H"!I. 
.V(l/l  IHnjii.  IKSr>. 


lh'i>oHition  of  Eila'Hi'd  yUjhl  Ltni-smi,  snihr  (Innitcr),  niiiiliny  on  h'mlitil; 

Ixhtiiif. 

PKLAinC   .SEAMN(}. 

Kilwiinl   Ni<>'lil   Lawson.  hcin;;  <lnly  swoin.  ilcposrs  anil  saitli :   I   !*■ 
si<U;  at  St.  I'anls,    KailiaU    Islanil.  Alaska,  anil    liavi* 
liv«'(l  in  tin'  'rcniloiy  for  the  past  Iwclv*'  years.     I  am 
a    sfa  otter    Inintcr    l>y  occnpation  and  am  well  ae<|naint(>il  wit li  tin' 
Northwest  eoast  tVom  San  l"'ran«"iseo  to  (nalaska. 

In  the  years  IS7S  ami  1.S7!I  I  was  employed  as  a    l"nr-s«'al    linnter  on 
board    the   s<-hooners    Fomrifr  and   Oninnil,   respect 
ively,  Itotli  of  N'ietoria.  British  Colnmltia:  and   in  tli(> 
years  ISSt  ami  IS,S."»  I  was  on;;ayed  in  the  same  eapae 
ityon  the  schooners  Tmsn  and  Son  ///r/yo, respectively, 
both  hailing'  troin  San  l''rain-isco,  Cal. 

In  the  Victoria  vessels  we  started  in  to  hnnt  Inr-seals  oil"  t'ape  l-'lat- 

terv  in  Febrnarv  l»otli   years,  following:  the  soals  alonji      , , 

ilie  coast  as  tar  as  the   l*aii'  >>  eatin'r  ;:ronnd.     In  the  ( iip.  i  imt.iN  lu  i  <i> 

American   vessels   hnntin;>'    Itejjan    at  Saml    Point    in    """> 

finne.  and,  working  on  with  the  nniin    herd   from  that    .  ai.,i  m  sun.i  r..iiii 

vicinity,  we  followed  the  seals  throiij>h  Unimak    Pass 

into  lierinji'  Sea.     Ilreech-loadinj:  tirearms  were  nsed  exclnsively.     .My 

own  snccess  as  a  hnnter  was  a  catch  of  Si)  per  cent  of     ,.      ,.  „ 

,,    ..  1      1   'ii      1  II  1   Ml      1     i-  1  •  -11      •  '  aiitflil  Ml   H.I-  ..III 

all  Inr  seals  kduMl.     I   have  kdled  females  in  milk  in   ..ni.....' kiii.<i 

rniinak  Pass,  and  even  out  in   the   Pacilic  Ocean. -00   ,.Jj"l'*'"-    '''""I'l* 

miles  from  the  land.     We  can  not  distin;4'iiish  l>etween 

tlie.  sexes  of  fiir  seals  in   the   water  at  sea,  nor  do  we  try  to.     <  >n  t.h(^ 

contrary,  excrythinj''  in  8i;;lit  is  taken  if  possible,  ex- 

(M'pt  larjic  tmlls.  whose  skins  are  worthless.     To  secure 

a  iiii  seal  it  is  best  to  shoot  it  throii;>'h  the  body,  as  it  will    tloat  l«>n;>er 

than  if  shot  tliroiifih  the  head.     iMale  Inr  seals    sink 

almost    instantly   when  shot   dead,   whih*  a    |)i'e;>iiaiit 

female  will  float  Ibr  several  minnti's.     In  order  to  prevent  the  ext«'rini 


lii.li 


-•I  liiiiiiiiiti'. 


S.'iils  Miiikiii;;. 


nation  of  the  fur  s(>al  species  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 

a  cIos«' season  in  the  North  Pacific Oct-an  and  in  P.eiiii"-     i'i"i''ii""i>\  a.i,, 

Sea  should   l»e  estaltlished  and  i'lifoieed   from  April  1 

to  November  1  of  each  y«'ar.     I  never  saw  a  i)iip  seal  in   tin-  wafer  nor 

on  iteds  of  kelp,  and  I  do  not    believe  it  piissible  fur 

them  to  i>e  raised    there.     I  know  of  no  i keries  in 

the  North  Pacilie  other  than  those  on  the  seal  islands 
of  Iteiiny  Sea,  ami  have  never  heard  of  any  others 
from  a  reliable  sinirce. 


I'l'Li 


l.ii'lli 


I" 


^il.l.' 


Kl.l.k.'l  i.'H      ..lllv    ..II 

I'liliili.r  IsI.iii.Im.' 


El)^VAu^  Niaiii,  liA\vs«)N. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  f.'tth  day  of  Ajjril.  l.si)2. 

.lOSKI'H    MlRKAV, 

Uniltd  /Staten  Treasuri/  A<jnU. 
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TESTIMONY 


Deposition  of  William  Eohde,  hunter  {master),  residing  on  Kadial'  Inland. 

HABITS. 

William  Kolule,  being  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  and  says:  I  am  a  resident 
Experi.iice  ^*  ^^*  ^''^^^^  Kodiak,  Alaska,  and  am  cai)tain  ofaliiint 

iug  and  trading  schooner.    1  have  resided  in  Alaska 
six  years,  and  in  all  that  time  followed  the  calling  of  a  hnnter. 

Beginning  at  Cooks  Inlet,  in  thesjmng,  we  find  seals 
ott"  the  inlet  in  IVIay  traveling  westwartl  along  the  coast 
towards  the  Bering  Sea.  I  never  hunted  fur  seals,  but 
1  have  a  knowledge  of  their  habits  and  movements, 
and  I  never  saw  a  pup  seal  in  the  water,  iior  ou  a  bed 
of  kelp,  and  I  know  a  pup  seal  could  not  live  and 
thrive  on  a  kelp  bed.  I  know  of  no  place  where  fur- 
seals  haul  out  on  land  except  the  seal  islands  of  Bering 
Sea,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  such  a  place. 

W.  EOITDE. 


Appear   ott'    Cooks 
Inlet  in  May. 


Pelagic  birtli  impas 
sible. 


Haul  up  ouly  on  tue 
islands. 


Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Experience. 


Deposition  of  Peter  Titchmioff,  storekeeper  for  Alaska  Commercial  Com- 
pany, residing  on  Kadiak  Island. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Peter  Titchenoff,  a  resident  of  St.  Paul,  Kodiak,  Alaska,  being  duly 

sworn,  deposed  and  said:  lam  a  native  of  Alaska. 

Am  57  years  old.    1  am  storekeeper  for  the  Alaska 

Cjmimereial  Co.    I  am  acquainted  with  the  coast  from 

ro^keriw XuK^oas".  Sitka  to  Kodiak.    I  do  not  know  of  any  rookery  along 

the  coast  nor  have  1  ever  heard  of  any. 

Peter  Titchenoff. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  181)2. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  John  C.  Tolman,  United  States  deputy  collector  on  Kadiak 

Island. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

John  C.  Tolman,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  U.S. 
deputy   collector.     Resided  nearly  two  years  at  Ko- 
xperince.  ^._^j^  .^^   eapacity  of  deputy  collector.    Tlie  seal   are 

taken  oft'  Kodiak  lslan<l  about  the  1st  of  June.    The  hunters  use  shot- 
guns and  ritles  exclusively  for  taking  seal.     I  think  that  from  what  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  alxnit  half  the  seal  shot  are  lost,  the  hunters 
being  unable  to  secure  them  before  they  sink.    From 
pr^nan/fenmros.'^^"'   wliat  1  havc  bccu  able  to  Icam  the  niajority  of  seals 
lu.iiM.riniinate kill-  taken  aroiuid    Kodiak  are  females.    Hunters  use  no 
"''''  «liscrimination  in  taking  seal,  but  kill  everything  that 

pokes  its  head  out  of  water  near  the  boat.  Sealei;>  report  thiit  seals 
are  not  as  jdentiful  as  in  former  years.  Scarcity  ui'  seal 
can  be  attributed  to  no  other  cause  than  i)elagic  hunt- 


II 


TAKEN   ON   OR    NEAR    KADIAK    ISLAND. 
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iiijf  and  the  imliscriniinato  sliootiiifj  of  soalsin  tlicopon  sea,  both  in  the 
Noitli  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea.     1  httve  never  linown 
any  ftir-seal  to  haul  out  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  any-        "»•»■"?'«  ^ 
wh'jre  except  on  the  I'ribilof  Islands. 

In  my  o])ini(Mi,  lu'lagic  hunting  should  be  stopjied  alt<*gether  in  order 
to  civ«'  the  seal  ])roi>er  i)rotection.    I  have  resided  in 

i»'  ii.iii  1       ii£'Ti  Protection. 

W  rangel  the  last  year  aiul  a  half.    I  have  never  seen  a 

fur  seal  in  any  of  the  inland  waters  of  Alaska,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of 

any  being  in  the  inland  waters. 

John  C.  Tolman. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1S92. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


W 


m 


Deposit  ion  of  Kicholas  William  Andersen,  hunter,  Pri  nee  William  Sound 

to  Sennak  Islands. 

HAllITS. 

Nicholas  William  Andersen,  a  resident  of  Afognak,  being  duly  sw<nn, 
deposed  and  said:  I  have  been  in  Alaska  twenty  years;  I  have  been  a 
hunter  eighteen  years;  I  have  never  hunted  seals;  I 
have  been  along  the  coast  from  Prince  William  Sound 
to  Sennak  Islands.  Seals  are  first  seen  at  Priiuie  Wil- 
liam Sound  about  May  1.  I  do  not  ku(>\v,  nor  have  I 
ever  heard  of  any  ])lace  where  seals  haul  out  or  breed 
except  the  seal  islands  of  the  Bering  Sea.  I  have  never 
seen  young  seals  born  at  sea,  nor  on  kelp;  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve they  can  live  on  kelp  beds.  If  seals  are  shot  dead 
they  must  be  picked  up  at  once  or  they  will  sink.  For 
the  preservation  of  seal  life  pelagic  hunting  should  be 
stopped. 

N.  W.  Andersen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Kxporu.-.te. 

Soils  a|i|M'ar  at 
Prince  William  Soiiiiil 
alioiit  Mav  1. 

Pups  born  only  ou 
Priliilot'Ulanils. ' 


Pclajtic. 
posHihle. 


birth    im- 


J'rohibitioii 
sarv. 


Deposition  of  Peter  C.  Muller,  sealer  (master),  residing  at  Afognak. 

HABITS. 

I,  Peter  C.  Muller,  a  resident  of  Afognak,  being  duly  sworn,  depose 
and  say:  That  I  have  been  in  Alaska  eight  years.  ]My  occupation  is 
hunter.  I  r<m  captain  of  a  hunting  schooner  and  start  the  season  off 
Cook's  Inlet.  The  first  seals  are  seen  ab<mt  May.  I 
have  never  been  hunting  seal,  and  have  no  exi)erience 
as  to  how  many  are  saved;  can  not  say  whether  the 
seals  are  increasing  or  decreasing  in  numbers.  I  have 
never  known  or  heard  of  any  place  where  seals  haul 
out  except  seal  island.  I  have  never  seen  any  pups 
born  on  kelp. 

Peter  C.  Muller. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


ApiM'iiranccof  gculg 
otf  Cooks  Inlet. 


S*>als  haul  up  only 
on  the  islanils,  uutl 
not  born  on  kelp. 
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TESTIMONY  TAKllV  IN  COOK'S  INLET. 


Dcpnsiiion  of  XicoU  Apolchcv,  refer  Ahanlool;  Stcithaii  Lanfjiralic, 
Tif/ifm  Monln^' Ik'iiiK  Mahoff,  Wiini/rjion  Ofkcir,  Parcl  Ofketr^and  Parel 
liinychooh;  native  fur  hunters,  residinfj  at  Fort  Alexander,  (Jooks  Inlet. 

HABITS:   DECREASE. 

Nicoli  Apokcliee,  Peter  Abankook,  Stoi)liaii  Laiij;wali(s  lyfym  ]\ronin, 
T)onisMal/ott',  Wasyryoii Ofkew,  I'vivel Ofkew,  audPav*'!  liingchook, be- 
ingduly  sworn,  deposeand  say :  That  we  are  iiativosof  Alaska,  and  reside 
._  ,  attlie  settleiueiitkiiowiiasF(>rtAIexaiider,(mCo<)ksIn- 

.xperiinco.  j^^^  Alaska  Territory.    AVe  are,  by  oeeupation,  Imiiters 

of  fiir-beariiij^'  aiiiiuals,  exceptiii}>;  the  fur-seal,  and  have  been  engaged 
in  this  pursuit  the  greater  part  of  our  lives,  chietly  in  this  region.    Fur- 
^  seals  usually  api)ear  in  the  vicinity  of  Cooks  Inlet  early 

('<»'.L^llU't*''Mny  i"  *  in  the  month  of  May.     We  are  ])ositive  that  the  ma- 
jority of  fur-seals  do  not  enter  Cooks  Inlet,  but  pass 
across  its  entrance,  following  the  coast  of  the  mainland.    We  h'>A'e 
occasionally  observed  a  few  seals  which  had  strayed 
into  the  lower  bays  of  the  inlet,  but  they  have  only 
been  «een  at  long  and  infrequent  intervals.     There  are 
no  fur-seal  rookeries  in  this  part  of  Alaska. 
Fur-seals  were  formerly  observed  in  this  neighborhood  in  great  num- 
bers, but  of  late  years  they  have  been  constantly  dimin- 
ishing, owim'  to  the  large  number  of  sealing  vessels 
engaged  in  killing  them.     We  have  never  seen  fur-seal  pups  about 
I'lips  1.0IU  only  on  tliis  part  of  the  coast,  and  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
I'libiiof  i«iiin.is.         being  born  elsewhere  than  on  the  rookeries  of  the  seal 
islands  in  Bering  Sea. 

NicoLi  Apokcheb  (his  x  mark). 
Peter  Aiiankook  (his  x  mark). 
Stephen  Langwalic  (his  x  mark). 
Iyfym  MoNiN  (his  X  mark). 
Denis  INIalzoi  f  (his  x  mark). 
Wasyryon  Ofkew  (his  x  mark). 
Pavel  Ofkew  (his  x  mark). 
Pavel  King  chock  (his  x  mark). 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Muhray, 
United  IStates  Treasury  Agent. 


viiniitv. 


Doorenso. 


Deposition  of  Sfaxwell  Cohen,  atjent  of  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  at 

Fort  Alexander,  Cook  Inlet. 

PELAGIC    SEALING. 

Maxwell  Cohen,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside  at 
Fort  Alexander,  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska  Territory,  and  am  by  occupation 
tho  agent  of  the  Alaska  Commercial  Com|»any  at  this  i)lace,  where  I 
22i 
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Exi>fiiciic'»'. 
Mi^rntiun. 

AiijiOiir     nt      f'oiiU 
Iiilt't  tiboiil  April  I.'). 


IiMli.si'i'iiiiiniito. 


have  resided  for  the  i)ast  twenty-two  yt'sirs,  during  wlnrli  time  it  lias 
been  my  duty  to  ndlect  and  otlierwise  handle  furs  antl  skins  of  all  de- 
scriptions for  the  aforesaid  iuunpany.  I  have  observed  that  fur-seals 
first  ai)pear  iu  the  neighborhood  of  Cook's  Inlet  in 
small  sehools  about  the  middle  of  April,  coming  from 
the  southwar<l,  and  increase  in  numbers  until  the 
latter  part  of  May,  traveling  along  the  coast  of  the 
mainland  from  the  eastward  to  the  westward,  but  never 
entering  Cook's  Inlet  above  Anchor  Point.  They  cross 
the  entrance  of  the  inlet  and  a])i)ear  otf  the  nuiinland  again  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Cape  Douglass.  Seal  hunting  commences  about  the  region  of 
Prince  William  8ound,  Alaska  Territory,  early  in  April. 
Native  hunters  secure  about  one  third  of  all  fur-seals  ^^■'"*"' """'' 
killed  at  sea,  while  in  my  belief  white  hunters  secure  even  a  less  num- 
ber in  proporticm  to  those  killed.  In  pelagic  sealing  no  distiiu-tion  is 
made  by  hunters  as  to  the  sex  of  the  seals,  the  killing 
being  done  indiscriminately.  It  is  not  possible  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  male  and  female  seals  at  sea  even  if  a  hunter  so 
desired,  and  this  is  the  n  ison  why  pelagic  seal  hunting  will  soon  result 
iu  the  total  extermination  of  the  species. 

I  do  not  know  of,  and  have  never  heard  <)f',  fur-seals 
landing  at  any  point  but  the  seal  islands  of  Bering   i.";"/,',!  i»iaiX''^  "° 
Sea. 

1  have  notici'd  in  recent  years  a  great  decrease  in  seal  life,  which  I 
attribute  to  the  fact  that  they  have  been  so  persistently 
imrsued  and  systematically  slaughtered  by  pelagic  fur-       «^^^>'"'*i- 
seal  hunters.    After  twenty  two   years'  exjx'rieiu-e  in  Ah»ska  in  the 
fur  business  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  the  fur-seal  species 
is  to  be  saved  from  extinction  all  pelagic  seal  hunting 
must  cease,  as  it  is  abs<»lut«'ly  necessary  that  the  female 
fur-seal  shouhl  be  allowed  access  to  a  rookery,  in  order 
safely  to  <leliver  her  young. 

M.  Cohen. 

Subscribed  ami  sworn  to  before  me  this  Sth  «lay  of  April,  1892. 

J«»SEIMI    Ml  BKAV, 

United  IStutos  Treasury  A(jent. 


I'l'iiliibilioii     Ufi'i's- 
sary. 


1\ 


DeiWHition  of  Met r if  MiHiiii,  Xieoii  Xoojon];,  Stephan  Toocliifk,  Afexy  .Ua- 
luiffak,  Tehin  lrnnttfi\  Alcvaiidcr  Kumlook,  I'eter  Cltardnhook,  Siephan 
ApavelooJc,  Alexy  Ahakee,  Simeon  Tanapee,  \iv«>li  Kanliaffak,  Tekan 
Kookeir,  I'arei  Alxini/Hfjair,  and  Peter  Abangac,  native  fur-hunters  at 
Fort  Alexander,  Cook  Inlet. 


HABITS. 


Metry  Monin,  Nicoli  Noojook,  Stephan  Toochyk,  Alexy  Malnigak, 


Territory.     We  are,  by  occupatiim,  hunters  of  fur  aninnds,  excepting 
the  fur-seal,  and  have  been  engaged  in  this  pursuit  all  our  lives,  chietly 
in    this  neighborhood.    The  fur  seals  usually  apitear 
about  Cook's  Inlet  early  in  the  month  of  May.    They  .^^lit'^aHi' iu  Mui!" 
were  formerly  found  in  this  region  in  great  numbers, 
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I  k't  rciiHc. 

riiolicrii'H 


NO 

t'Oilst 


r>iii'ii  iiiii^v 


but  of  late  years  tliey  have  been  eoiistaiitly  (limiiiisliiiifj,  owiiijj  to  the 
nimiber  of  seabiij;  vessels  engaged  in  killing  theui. 
They  t\o  not  enter  Cook's  Inlet,  and  there  are  no  fur- 
on  seal  rookeries  in  or  about  this  ])art  of  Alaska.  We 
have  never  seen  fuv-seal  pups  about  this  part  of  the 
til.'  coast,  and  have  no  kn<>\vledge  of  any  being  born  outside 
of  the  rookeries  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea. 

Mktrv  MoNiN  (his  X  mark). 

Is'icoLi  Noo.TooK  (his  X  nuirk). 

Stkimuan  Too<!HYK  (his  x  mark). 

Alhxy  ."Mahacjaiv  (his  x  mark). 

Tkkan  IvANHoFF  (his  X  mark). 

Am;xandeb  Kamlook  (his  x  I'.iarh). 

Pkteu  Ciiahasiiook  (his  x  mark). 

Stepiian  Apavelook  (his  x  mark). 

Alexv  Auakeb  (his  x  mark). 

SniEoN  Tanai'ee  (his  x  maak). 

!N"i('<)Li  Kasiiadak  (his  x  mark). 

TkivAN  Kookew  (his  x  maik). 

Pavel  Auanvng^aw  (his  x  mark). 

I'ETEK  AuAXCAC"  (his  X  mark). 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  A]>ril,  l.SJ)2. 

JdSEl'H   JNIUKRAY, 

Vnited  /States  Treasury  Agent. 


Experience. 


Decii^nse. 


J)ci)oiiitioH  of  Alexander  Sln/lia,  noti re  fur-hunter  at  Fort  Alexander, 

Vook  Inlet, 

l'ELA(iIO   SEALING. 

Alexander  Shyha,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  T  am  eliief 
of  the  native  settlement  at  Fort  Alexander,  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska  Ter- 
ritory. an<l  am  by  oceuitation  a  hunter  of  all  fur-bearing  animals  found 
in  this  vicinity  excepting  the  fur-seal,     lam  a  native  of  Alaska,  and  have 
resided  all  my  life  in  the  Territory.    My  occupiirion  as 
a  hunter  has  taken  nu'  along  the  coast  and  to  the  sea  a 
distance  of  Irom  20  to  .'{()  miles  from  the  <'oast.    In 
former  years  1  found  great  numbers  of  fUr-seals,  but  within  the  last 
few  years  J  have  observed  that  they  have  greatly  dimin- 
ished in  nnnd>ers,  so  that  noAV  1  do  not  tind  any  off" 
Cape  Elizabeth  and  the  adjacent  region,  where  formerly  they  abounded. 
1  have  never  seen  <u'  heard  of  any  fur-seal  rookery  (Uit- 
Nos.ijinH.k.oout-   side  of  r>ering  Sea.     The  fur-sciils  usuallv  appear  oft 
this  part  ot  the  coast  about  the  month  ot  Aiay,  but 
they  do  not  enter  Cook's  Inlet.    The  disa]>]»earance  of  the  fur  seal  is 
due  to  the  killing  by  pelagic  seal  hunters,  who  api>ear 

inKk'SuL'."'' '*' '"'''  "'  ^'"'ft'^'  numbers  oft"  this  part  of  the  coast,  and  the 
scarcity  of  the  fur-seals  is  in  proportion  to  the  number 

of  vessels  engaged  in  seal  hunting.  1  have  never  seen  a  fur-seal  imi> 
in  this  region,  and  know  that  they  are  not  born  <mtside 
the  rookeries  on  the  seal  islands  in  the  liering  Sea. 

Alexander  Calynac  x  Siiyha. 

mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Mukkay, 
United  tStates  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  John  AmJreic  BraiUey,  resident  of  Coal  Voint,  Coo¥s  Inlet. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

John  Ainlrow  Bradley,  being  duly  SAvorn,  dejwses  and  saitli :  I  reside 
at  Coal   Point,   on    Kacliekmak  Bay,   Cook's    Inlet, 

.11  11  1.         ■>     •         ,1.        •  *•    i.  •    •     -i.  Kxiiencnco. 

Alaska,  and  nave  lived  m  this  innnenuite  vieinity 
for  the  i>ast  four  years.  I  have  traveled  extensively  alon};  all  the 
Northwest  ('oast  during  the  past  twenty-two  years,  and  am  well 
acqu'^inted  with  it.  I  have  had  no  i>ersonal  practieal  experience  in 
fur-st'al  hunting,  but  at  the  same  time  have  a  fair  knowledg*;  of  the  in- 
dustry. It  is  not  possible  to  make  any  distinction  between  males  (other 
than  large  bulls)  and  females  of  the  fur  seal  species  at  sea,  and  there  is 
none  attempted.  Full-powered  bulls  are,  however,  readily  recognized 
at  sea  by  their  nnicli  larger  si/e  and  darker  fur;  they  are  seldom  taken 
their  pelts  being  comparatively  valueless.   The  slaugh-  ' 

ter  is  therefore  indiscriminate,  the  object  being  to  se-   .  J'>'Hs<i'"iiiiiite  kiii- 
cure  all  the  skins  possible.     Fur-seals  sink  almost  in- 
stantly after  l>eing  8tru(!k,  and  unless  picked  up  immediately  (-an  not 
be  recovered.    It  ismy  honest  belief  that  for  every  fur-seal  skin  obtained 
by  pelagic;  sealers,  at  least  five  otlwT  seals'  lives  are  ta- 
ken I  believe  that  the  det'rease  in  fur-seal  life,  which  has 
bev'n  constant  of  late  years,  is  due  principally  to  the 
number  of  vessels  engaged  in  hunting  them  at  sea.    I ' 
have  never  seen  any  but  a  few  straggling  seals  in  Cook's  Inlet,  and 
these  only  on  rare  occasions.    I  have  never  heard  of  any  fur  seal  i»)ok- 
eries  in  the  North  Tacilic  other  than  those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering 
Sea;  and  .am  positive  that  none  exist  in  the  vicinKy  of 
Cook's  Inlet.    A  Captain  Erratt,  of  San  Francisco,  last  rll-TinCt'^  '"''"' 
year  induced  parties  of  that  jdace  to  fit  out  the  sc'hoouci' 
lAhi  L.  on  the  face  of  his  ])ositive  statement  that  a  fur-seal  rookery 
existed  in  the  vicinity  of  Cook's  Inlet.    The  enterprise  was  a  t«.t:'1  ff.Ii- 
ure,  however,  no  rookery  being  found,  although  a  long  and  diligent 
.search  was  made  for  it.     It  is  my  oi»inion  that  for  the 
pr()per  preservation  of  fur-seal  life,  all  pelagic  hunting  ^„j.*'."''''''''""  ""^^"*" 
should  be  stopi)ed  absolutely. 

John  a.  Bradley. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  llth  day  of  A])ril,  1S!)2. 

.loSEPII  MlIKUAV, 

United  iStates  Treasuri/  Ai/ent. 


Kivo-sixtlis  lost. 


Decrease. 
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in 
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Deposition  of  John  Duff,  agent  of  the  Cooper  Coal  and  Commercial  Com- 
pany,  at  Coal  Point,  CooTc's  Inlet, 

HABITS. 

.John  Duff,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside  at  Coal 
Point,  on  Kachemak  Bay,  Cook's  inlet,  Alaska,  and  have  lived  in  the 
Territory  for  the  last  five  years.  I  am  the  agent  for 
the  Cooper  Coal  and  Conjniercial  Company  at  this 
place,  and  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  fur-seal  life.  At  Afognak, 
where  I  was  for  two  years  engaged  in  fur  trading,  handling  skins  and 
furs  of  all  descriptions,  I  observed  that  the  fur-seals  pjiHt  „  ))i"iroff  \f- 
first  appeared  off  that  part  of  the  coast  in  small  num-  okni'iIiU  "rslai'i.ii'nimut 
bers  about  the  latter  part  of  of  the  month  of  April.  i"it«»i'a'toiApiu. 
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Itoiiki'i'icH   riiit, 
I'riliiliit'  IsIiiiiiIm 


TIh'.v  were  most  miinorous  towiirds  tlu'  middle  of  June,  paasinjj  in 

schools  from  tliceastwiird  to  tlicwostwiirdjidlowiiiy'  ^ioiu'ial  trend  of  the 

coiist.     J  have  traveled  extensively  thioiigh  the  Teriitory  from  iSitka to 

the  Yukon  IJiver,  and  am  ])ositive  that  no  fur-seal  rook- 

""  <'ries  exist  in  tlu'  rejiion  other  than  those  on  the  setil 

islands  of  Berinj;-  Sea.    Neither  have  I  ever  heard  any 

elialile  information  of  the  existeiice  of  other  fur-seal  rookeries. 

John  Duff. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  April,  1892. 

.loSEPII   M  UK  KAY, 

United  iiitates  Treasury  Apent. 


Fn'th'rivJc  Skibhi/j  minn;  residunj  at  Coal  Point,  CooAVa'  Inlet. 

HABITS. 

Frederick  Skibby,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  reside  at 
-,  Coal  Point,  Kachemak  Bav,  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska,  and 

have  lived  in  the  Territory  for  the  past  seven  months, 
^l\r',''!*  '"'''^  *"■  exclusively  at  this  i)lace.  I  am  a  coal  miner  by  occupa- 
tion, and  liave  no  knowledge  of  fur-seal  life.  1  have 
never  seen  a  fur-seal  in  the  waters  of  Cook's  Inlet, 
and  do  not  think  any  fur-seal  rookery  exists  in  this 
vicinity,  as  otherwise  I  believe  1  should  have  heard  of  it. 

Fked  Skibby. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  April,  189li. 

JoSliPH  MUKKAY, 

United  iStutes  Treasury  Agent. 


Tfit  rookery  in   vi- 
tiiiity. 


Deposition  of  James  Wilson,  ayent  for  the  Northern  PacTcing  Company  at 

Fort  Kenai,  Cool-s''s  Inlet. 

HABITS. 

James  Wilstm,  being  duly  sworn,  dejioses  and  saith:  I  reside  at  the 

settlement  known  as  Fort  Kenai,  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska,  and  have  lived 

in  the  Territcny  tor  the  i)ast  twenty-three  years,  chi«'tly  in  this  region. 

I  am  at  itresent  agent  for  the  Northern  Packing  Com- 

l)any  at  Fort  Ivenai,  and  have  no  juactn-al  knowledge 

of  fur-se.il  life.     Tlier*;  is  a  hair-seal  rookery  in  tlie  northern  part  of 

Cook's  Inlet,  «ni  Kalgin  Island,  alumt  latitude  ()0°  30'  north.     1  have 

-,   ,         ,    .    .      nmer  known  fur-seals  to  come  ni>  into  Cook's  Inlet, 

No  fur  s('iils  in  in-       ,  .        ,  .,    .     ,  ■,  .'.         .1     i.  i-  I 

lanti  wattMs.  abovc  Auclior  point,  and  am  ])ositive  that  no  lur-seal 

rookery  exists  in  the  ri'gion;  neither  have  lever  heard 
>o  rook,  ry, Ml  .oast.  ^^^.  fin-'scal  nK.kcrics  in  the  mnthern  hemisphere  other 
than  those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Bering  Sea. 

James  Wilson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  ]VIubbay, 
United  iStates  Treasury  Agent.    • 
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Deposition  of  Ivmi  AUxnuilroff  aiid  Fcndor  lifikantnjf',  priest  ami  chief, 
respectively,  ofnatires  at  Soldomi,  Cook's  Inlet. 

IIAKITS:    DHCUKASK. 

John  Alfxinidroft'  and  FecKlor  BarastotV,  bciiiff  duly  sworn,  dtiposc 
and  say:  We  are  i'es])t'<'tiv«'ly  tlie  priosf  and  cliirC  oi' tlic  natives  at 
the  settlement  known  as  Sohlovoi,  on  Cook's  Inh't,  Alaska,  and  have 
lived  in  the  innnediate  vicinity  all  onr  lives.  We  are,  by  ttccnpation, 
hunters  of  all  lur-bearinj;'  animals,  excei)ting  the  fur- 
seal.  We  have  had  no  experience  in  huntinj'' fur-seals,  ''M'-hcik.'. 
ln'cause  we  are  infoinied  that  it  is  uidawful.  Onr  occupatiitn  does  not 
take  us  l)eh)w  the  entrance  to  Cook's  Inlet,  in  a  line  from  Cape  Eliza- 
beth on  the  peninsula  to  Cape  Douyiass  on  the  main-      ,  .   ,,   , 

11  -i.  I       ii         1     ii  i       r    1  1    i.1        i-       i.  A])!!!!!!-     lit     Conks 

land  opposite.     In  the  latter  ]>art  of  June  and  the  hrst    inirt  latirr  pnit  <>t' 
l)art  of  .Inly  a  few  stragj^linft-  fur-seals  are  seen  about  •'"'"■  i"""i'«<<'i'ii'i.v. 
the  entrance  to  the  inlet,  but  the  actual  time  of  their  appearance  is  un- 
certain.   Fur-seals  were  fornu'rly  nnich  more  plentiful, 
however,  but  of  late  years  are  becoming  constantly      ''■<■•>•'>'<•■  <>' h'kIs. 
scarcer.    This  is,  we  thiidc,  owiuft'  to  the  number  of  vessels  enyayed  in 
h'lnting:  them  at  sea.    We  hav*"!  never  heard  of,  and      „      ,         . 
s>ve  no  knowled}>e  of,  fur-seal  juips  bein}»'  born  else-  j-iihiW- islands. 
where  than  on   the   rookeries  of  the  seal  islands  in 
Bering  Sea,  ncu"  do  we  know  of  any  rookeries  other  i>,n,nl;risi?ui"i"';^  "" 
than  those  above  mentioned.    No  fur-seals  are  ever  seen 
in  Cook's  Inlet  above  Anchor  I'oiiit.    We  believe  that     i'r..inbitiou  nocGs 
in  urder  to  i)ermanently  ])reserve  fur-seal  life  pelagic  '""^*' 
hunting  should  be  stopped. 

Ivan  Alkxandroff. 

Ilia 
FEODOII   X   JiARASTOFF. 

mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1892. 

JosKPH  Murray, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Ivan  CanetaJc,  Michaeler  Balashof,  Nieoli  Tnloo,  Sacar  Ba- 
lashoff,  Kicoli  Nieoli,  Sacar  liolyak,  and  Xieoli  Inloo,jr.,  native  fur 
hunters  on  Cooks  Inlet. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Ivan  Canetak,  Michaeler  Balashoff,  J^icoli  Tnloo,  Sacar  Balashoff, 
Nieoli  Nieoli,  Sacar  Kolyah,  and  Nieoli  Inloo,  jr.,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
pose and  say:  We  resi«le  at  the  settlement  known  as 
Sohlovoi,  on  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska,  and  have  lived  in  the     =*i«'"«»'«- 
immediate  neighborhood  all  our  lives.    We  are,  by  o(!cui>ation,  hunters 
of  all  fur-bearing  animals,  excepting  the  fur-seal,  which  we  do  not  hunt 
because  we  have  been  told  it  is  unlawful.    In  the  latter      ^   ,oar  iitt." 
part  of  June  and  the  first  part  of  July,  while  engaged  of'j mTc" ubmit  tioks 
in  bunting,  we  have  observed  fur-seals  about  the  en-  ^"'"*- 
trance  of  the  inlet,  passing  to  the  westward;  but  have  never  seen  any 
above  Anchor  Point.    They  were  formerly  much   more     .^ 
plentiful  than  now,  winch  is  <)wing,  we  believe,  to  the 
number  of  vessels  engaged  in  killing  them  at  sea.    We  have  never 
known  of  fur-seal  pups  beingborn  elsewhere  than  on  the     j,^^,  „„,y  „^  p^j. 
rookeries  of  the  seal  islands  in  Bering  Sea.    Neither  biior  islands. 
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i{..i.k.ii.H  only  im   lisivc  wc  ai).y  kiiowlcdfio  of  the  existence  of  any   fni'- 
I'rii.iioi  ihIuimIs.         ^^,,||  rookeries  otlier  tliaii  those  above  ni«>ntione(l.     We 
I'riiiiibitiou uccus-  Ix'lieve  tliat,  ill  order  to  permanently  ]>res('rve  fur-seal 
*'"^^"  life,  all  pelayi*'  huntinj;'  slionhl  be  stopped. 

Ivan  Canktak  (his  x  mark). 
MiciiAELKU  Ualasiioi-'f  (Ilis  X  mark). 
NicoLi  iNLOO  (his  X  mark). 
Sacar  liALASHOFF  (his  X  mark). 
NicoLi  Xk'oli  (Ids  X  mark). 
Sacau  Kolyaii  (his  x  nnirk). 
NicoLi  lNL()o,Jr.  (his  x  mark). 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  before  mv,  this  Uth  day  of  A])ril,  185)2. 

.loSEPII    MlRKAY, 

United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Eli  as  Esaiossen,  miner,  at  JSoIdovoi,  Cools  Inlet. 

HABITS. 

Elias  Esaiossen,  bein}>-  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith:  I  reside  at 

the  setttlement  known  as  Soldovoi,  on  Cook's  Inlet, 

Has  my.r  h..!.  ii.r  Alaska,  and  have  lived  in  the  immediat*'  neighborhood 

seals   111    inlet    aliove     ,.  ,  .  ,  ,  , 

Anchor  j'oiut.  lour  ycais.    1  aui  a  miner  an<l  prospector  by  occupa- 

tion, and  have  no  knowledge  of  or  experience  in  fur- 
the  inlet  above  seal  life.    I  have  never  seen  fur-s«'als  in  the  waters  of 
Anchor  Point,  and  am  positive  that  no  fur-s»'al  rook- 
No  looVery  in  the  ^^J.y  ^>xist8  iu  the  region,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  (»f  any 
otlier  rookeries  than  tliose  on  the  seal  islands  of  Ber- 
iug"  Sea. 

Elias  Esaiossen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  Ajnil,  1892. 

-lOSEPH  JNIUUKAY, 

United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


res 


Tfeposition  of  VassiU  Feodor,  native  fur  hunter,  Coolies  Inlet. 

IIAUITS. 

Vassili  Feodor,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  I  am  a  native 

of  Alaska,  and  reside  at  the  settlement  known  as  Soldovoi,  on  Cook's 

Inlet,  Alaska,  wiiere  I  have  lived  all  my  life.    I  am  by 

Expeiience.  occupatioii  a  liuuter  of  all  fur-bearing  animals  except 

the  fur-seal,  which  I  am  told  it  is  unlawful  to  kill.    I  have  observed 

„,  „       while  engaged  in  hunting  sea-otter,  that  fur  seals  first 

Kiiziibeih  nhoiit  nii<i-   appear  on  this  ])art  ot  the  coast  in  the  vicinity  ot  Ca])e 

«ii.«,i  April.  Elizabeth,  about  the  middle  of  the  month  of  April, 

and  are  most  numerous  ab(mt  the  middle  of  June.    They  move  a<Toss 

the  mouth  of  the  inlet  from  the  eastward  to  the  westward  in  schools. 

I  have  observed  a  few  scattering  fur  seals  in  the  lower  part  of  Cook's 

Inlet,  but  only  at  long  and  irregular  intervals;  I  have 

Am*iio7roint"     "     never  seen  a  fur-seal  in  the  waters  of  Cook's  Inlet  above 

Anchor  Point.    Fur-seals  were  formerly  much  mtire 

Decrease.  uumerous  than  of  Ijite years,  and  are  each  year  l)ecoming 

constantly  scarcer.    I  believe  this  decrease  is  due  to 

Cause.  the  number  of  vessels  which  are  engaged  iu  hunting 
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tlioiin  at  sea.     1  liave  never  lieaid  of  lur  seal  pups  bc- 

inj;  born  anywhere  «'xeei>t  on  a  rookery;  and  I  have  no  ,.,ip,  ,,„r„  „„iv  „„ 

knowled^ie  <»t'  any  fur-seal  rookeries  in  Alaska  otlier   ' '"'i'-'  ""  i'iil>ii<'f 


than  those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Uerin;*  Sea.     1  think    '"'•""'"• 
fur-seals  would  increase  if  all  hunting  at  sea  was  stopp»'d. 

Vassiu  X   Kkodoii. 
Subseribed  and  sworn  to  before  nie  thislKh  day  of  April,  IS'.n;. 

.I().SK1MI    MUUKAY, 

United  States  Tnaxury  Ayent. 


Dej)ositioii  of  A.  J.  (iiiilil,  sralrr  aud  miner,  at  VooVa  Tnlcf. 


I'ELAGIO   SKALLNG. 

A.  J.  Guild,  beiufi' <luly  sworn,  deiuKses  and  snith:  I  leside  at  the 
settlement  known  iis  Soldovoi,  on  Cook's  Inlet,  Aliiska,  and  have  lived 
at  settlements  aloiij;'  the  «'oiis  between  Sitka  and  Cook's  Inlet  for  the 
past  ehncn  veiirs.  1  am  a  miner  bv  oecuiiatiitn,  but 
formerly  tollowed  the  sea.  I  was  tor  tw(»  seasons 
employed  by  i»arti<'s  in  Port  Townsend,  Washington,  as  a  sea- 
man on  b(»ard  of  sealing  schooners  clearing  i'rom  that  i)lace.  Their 
hunters  were  all  natives,  who  came  from  Xeeah  l>ay,  Washington.  Fur- 
seals  were  tirst  met  otf  Cape  Flattery  as  «'arly  as   the      ^ ^^.  ^^^.  ^.  ^ 

tirst  i>art  of  the  month  of  danuary,  and  increased  in   Kraul",v'iii"i  i,,iii'of 
inunbers  until  the  early  part  of  dune,  diminishing  again   •^•'""■".v- 
towards  the  latter  part  of  the   month.     Their  migiatory  movement  is 
from  the  southward  to  the  northward,  following  the      Mi„,.,(i„„ 
general  trend  of  the  coast  line.    They  lirst   api)roach      "  "  ' 
the  coast  en  masse  about  ('ai)e  Flattery,  but  1  have  known  of  stragglers 
being  seen  as  far  south  as  Coos  J>ay.     The  vessels  in  which   I  sailed 
followed  the  seals  up  the  coast  of  Vancouver   Island  as  far  Uiuth  as 
Clayo(|not  Sound,  at  which  point  we  left  them  in  the  latter  part  of  July, 
owing  to  their  scarcity.    Other  and  larger  vessels  tbUowed  them  to  a 
greater  distance,  generally  going  up  into  Jjcring  Sea,  and  keeping  along 
with  the  main  herds. 

The  native  hunters  used  si)ears  exclusively  in  hunting  the  seals,  and 
secured  fully  two-thirds  of  all  struck.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  with  firearms  not  more  than  one-third  of 
the  animals  shot  are  actually  secured.  Of  the  skins 
taken  in  this  regiou  fully  idne-tenths  are  pregnant  and 
nnlking  fenudes,  but  1  never  saw  a  young  pup  in  the 
water.  Lai'ge  bulls  were  never  taken,  their  skins  be- 
ing practically  valueless.  Among  all  other  fur  seals  at  sea  no  distint;- 
tion  is  i)ossible  and  none  is  attemi)ted.  The  killing  is 
indiscriminate,  the  object  being  to  secure  all  tln^  pelts 
possible.  JJuUs  are,  however,  readily  recognized  at 
sea  by  their  larger  size  and  darker  fur. 

Females  are  most  ]>lentiful  about  the  Vancouver  coast  from  the  mid- 
dle of  May  to  the  end  of  dune,  very  few  oth(us  being  secured  during 
that  period,  the  males  having  mostly  gone  north  ])reviously. 

Pregnant  female  seals,  being  heavy  and  stupid,  and  sluggish  of  move- 
ment, are  more  easily  ai»|)roached,  and  in  consequence  a  greater  pro- 
portiouate  number  of  tlieni  are  secured. 


'I'wip  fliirds  Hiiiiri'd 
by  natives  with  spi  iir. 

Om-tliiid  witli  lim- 
ariiis. 

Ninety  per  I'cnt 
pir^naiit  or  niilkinj; 
l'(Mnale.s. 


Iniliscriuiiiuitu  kill- 
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TESTIMONY 


Fur  seals  sink  almost  invariably  in  h'ss  than  tlircc  niinutos  alter bo- 
ing  kiih'd.  an<l  ;iravi<I  <'(»ws  nincli  qnijker. 

Tlu'.v  sliouhl  ito  a]>pr()a('li4>d  from  tlu'  Ice  sidr  (piietly,  and  jtifki'd  up 
as  soon  after  bein^'  stru<'k  as  |)ossll)l(>  in  order  to  seenre  them.     I  am 
^    ^  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  fur-seal  life  has  consid- 

erably (iccreased  ot  late  years,  and  believe  it  la  due 
principally  to  pelagic  sealiii};'.  I  have  never  lieanl  of,  nor  hav«'  no 
knowkMl^-'c  of  fur-seal  pui>s  bein^j-  born  elsewhere  in 
jwXf  iXu.'iH.''^  '"  ^''•'  '>f>i'^b''i''  hemisjdiere  than  on  the  rookeries  of  the 
s<'al  islands  of  IJeriu};'  Sea.  N'«'ither  do  I  know  of  any 
other  rookeries  than  the  afbn'said.  It  is  my  o])inion,  that  for  the  jnoper 
l>reservation  of  fur-seal  life  allpelajiic  huntinj;'  should 
'■'■"  l»e  iM'ohibired  and  stop|)ed  ab.solutely,  as  I  think  the 
female  seal  should  have  access  to  u  ro(>kery  in  order 
safely  to  deliver  her  youuy. 

A.J.  (luiLD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  this  0th  day  of  Ajiril,  1SU2. 

.loSElMI   MUKUAV, 

United  IStatcn  TtenHnry  Atnnt. 


I'rciliiliitiuii 
siii'V. 


J)vposi1io)i  ofJlohert  Michaehen,  miner  and  prospeetor,  rcsidiuff  at  Soldo 

voi.  Cooli's  Inlet. 
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HABTT.S. 

Kobert  Michaelseti,  beinj;  <l"l.y  sworii,  dei>oses  and  saitli :  T  reside  at 

the  settlement  known  as  Soldovoi,  on  Cook's  Inlet,  Alaska,  and  have 

lived  in  tlu^  Territory  for  the  I'ast  ten  years',  chietly  at  settlements 

along  the  coast  between  Sitka  and  Cook's  Inl^t.    I  am  a  miner  and 

prospector  by  occupation,  and  have  never  had  any  ex- 

Ex|MMi»nce.  jK'rienc  0  in  sealing.    I  have  become  well  acquainted 

with  the  coast  while  engaged  in  my  business  of  jnospecting,  traveling 

along  it  in  a  canoe  and  entering  all  bays,  inlets,  streants,  etc.,  between 

the  ]>oint8  above  mentioned,  and  am  iiositive  that  no 

cws't  '""'"''■'''^  "'""*"'  rookeries  exist  in  that  region.    In  Cook's  Inlet  the  water 

is  very  muddy  above  Anchor  Point,  and  I  lifive  never 

known  fur  seals  to  be  seen  beyond  it.    Below  that  point 

a  few  stragglers  are  occasionally  observed,  but  never 

more  than  two  or  three  at  a  time. 

EOBERT  MiCHAELSEN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Mi'ruay, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


K(i  seals  sopii  abov 
Aiu'lior  Point. 


Deposition  of  John    W.  Smith,  af/ent  of  North  Am 
(Jompany,  at  Soldovoi,  CooVs  Inlet. 


m er icon  Comm creia I 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 

John  W.  Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 
the  settlement  known  as  Soldovoi,  on  Cook's  Inlet, 
Alaska.    I  have  lived  in  the  Territory  for  the  past 


Experience. 


TAKEN    IN    COOKS    INLKT. 
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Mii:i'iiiii>ii. 

I   l«'li('\('  tlit> 

Ktlirt  iil'cliiiiiili'. 


Di'crciiHO. 


twenty-four  yciirs,  cliiclly  iit  trmliiiy  posts  iilon;;' tlic  «M»;>sf  nl"  Aliiska, 
lH>t\v('«Mi  I'riiuM-  William  Sduml  iiixl  tin-  Viikoii  K'ivcr.  in  tlic  cniploy  ut 
l"nr-triulin;i(M»iiipiini<'s.  I  am  at  prcst-nt  t lie  a;i«'nt  ot'tlic  North  Aiiu'iiran 
Commercial  Company  at  this  place,  ami  it  is  my  dnty  to  trade  in.  ami 
otherwise  handle  liirs  and  skins  of  -ill  descri|)tions.  l-'ni'  seals  lirst 
appear  olV  the  coast  of  the  maiidand,  in  the  nei<ild)oi'- 
hood  of  I'ort  lOtehes.  early  in  the  month  of  April,  pro- 
viilinji'  the  winter  has  btMMi  one  of  avera^ic  dniation. 
seveiity  of  tlu'  winti'r  season  hasa  dire<'t  l»'aiin}>(»n  the 
time  f>f  the  movement  northwaid  of  the  fur  seals,  as  I 
have  observed  that  if  it  has  been  an  open  <Mie,  they  appear  at  an  «'arlier 
date;  wliile  after  an  unusually  severe  one,  tin'  si'als  are  later  in  makin<>' 
their  appearance.  P'tirseals  travel  in  larjic  schools,  which  Ibllow  each 
other  closely.  The  annual  n)i;;'ration  of  their  entire  nundier  occupies 
friun  tlire*'  to  four  weeks  in  jiassinji:  a  point  in  the  re{>ion  of  Prince 
William  Sound, and  they  move  trom  the  southward  and  eastward  to  the 
nortlnvanl  and  westward. 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  fur  seal  life  has  considerably 
diminished  within  the  past  few  years,  which  fact  I  at- 
tribute to  the  larye  nundier  of  vessels  w'lich  have  been 
enj^a^i'd  in  jielayic  seal  hunting-  of  late  vears.     Ureeeli- 

loading  Hrearms  (riHes  ami  shot}juns)'are  the  instru-      "" ii"K«n.is. 

ments  principally  employed  by  pehi;''c  fur-seal  hunters,  both  native  and 
white.  By  means  of  these  weapons  a  .^icater  number  of  skins  are  se- 
cured in  11  season  than  when  spears  are  used;  but  the 
proportion  of  seals  struck  ami  htxt,  (o  those  actually 
secured,  is  much  less  when  the  soc,  r  is  nsed.  It  is  im- 
]>ossible  to  distinguish  between  i-iale  and  fenale  seals 
at  sea,  <'ven  if  the  hunters  so  desired,  excejit  in  the 
case  of  full-])owered  bulls,  when  tli(\v  are  readily  recognized  by  their 
greatly  superior  size.  Largi'  bulls  are  rarely  taken.  No  distincti<m  is 
tlunight  of  by  pelagic  seal-hunters,  and  the  killing  is 
doiu'  iiuliscriminately,  the  object  being  to  secure  as  .  J^"'i''*''iii"iiiiite kill. 
many  skins  as  possible.  Fur-seals  taki'U  in  the  open 
sea  must  be  struck  in  moderately  calm  weather,  ami  picked  up  imme- 
diately afterwards  in  ord«'r  to  secure  them  befor«'  sinking. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of,  and  have  never  heard  of,  the  existence  of 
any  fur-seal  rookeries  in  the  northern  hemisphere, 
other  than  those  on  the  seal  islaiuls  of  Heriiig  Sea.  J 
have  n<'ver  known  of  fur  seal  imjis  being  born  else- 
where than  on  the  afon'said  rookeries,  it  is  my  belief 
that  for  the  ])ermanent  preservation  of  fur-seal  life,  all 
pelagic  hunting  should  be  prohibited  absolutely. 

JoTiN  W.  Smith. 


WiwteotlUo. 


Si'x     iiii1isliii;;iii.sli- 
ii)>I<'  ill  walrr. 


"So  i'oi)l<<'ii('s('X('f|it 
nil  islaiiils. 

Jfo  |)ii|iH  liiirii   <'1h('. 
wli.  IV. 

Alisiiliitc      iiroliilii. 
tioii  ncci'Msiirv. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Dth  day  of  Ajuil,  bS!>2. 

.TosKi'H  Murray, 
United  States  Treasiirij  Aycnt. 
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TESTIMONY  TAKEN  IN  PRINCE  WILLIAM  SOUND. 


Deposition  of  NieoK  Orcgoroff  et  al. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Kicoli  Gregoroff,  Petor  Admigan,  Pavel  Sliinioakiii,  Anton  Kalislini- 
kott",  Avakoon  Kalislinikoft",  ^liron  Alinian,  Tiniofc  Cliaylia,  Afanassc 
Malick,  Marka  Koosche,  (Jioigi  Ajuooklook,  Ciiojiory  Aojiay,  Makar, 
Cliooiiiovitsky,  Yakott"  Abakoo,  an<l  Evan  ("hooiiiovitsky,  boing  duly 
sworn,  d('i>ose  and  say:  We  are  natives  of  Alaska,  and  rcsidi'  at 
Port  Etches,  JMince  William  Sound,  Alaska,  and  have  lived  in 
the  Territory  all  of  oui'  liv«'s.    We  are  hunters  of  fur- 


beariiifi 


animals,  and  are  \v<'ll  actiuainted   with  the 


Kx|)(Tii'iire. 

eoast  line  of  this  rejiion.     In  the  latter  part  of  .Mar<'h  a  few  fur  seal 
^       ,  j,|   viiiKc  '"^"idly  first  make  their  a|)i)earanee  in  Prince  William 

William  Siiiiiiil  in  jnt- 
tcr  |Piirt  of  Miui'li. 


I'elafjifWrtliiiiUKis- 
siblr. 

lioi)l<oiii's    only  on 
]'i'il)il<iM'  UlaiKU. 


Tnilim'i'iiuiiiati'  kill- 


I 


Sound,  and  are  moat  ideutiful  in   the  latter  part  ol 
April.     They  are  mostly  largt^  males,  veiy  lew  iemahs 
lM'in}>'  taki'U,  and  those  only  towards  the  close  of  the  season  in  the  latter 
part  of  May.     Very  few  females  taken  in  this  region  but  are  ]>regnant. 
We  use  fire  arms  (rifles  and  shot-guns)  i>rin('ipally,  and  hunt  in  bi- 
darkas.     We  havt^  never  seen  fur-seal  piipsof  the  same 
season's  birth  in  the  water  or  on  patches  of  floating 
kelj),  and  do  notthiidv  they  could  be  suc(!essfullyraised 
un»ler  such  conditions.    Neither  have  we  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  existence  of  any  fur-seal  rookeries,  except 
those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Uering  Sea. 

We  have  no  way  of  distinguishing  fur-seals  in  the  water  at  sea,  as  to 
whethei'  males  or  females,  and  do  not  try  to  do  .  •»;  but 
kill  all  we  can  indiscriminately.  Large  seals  sink  rap- 
idly, while  the  snmller  ones  float  a  few  minutes.  Kui'- 
seals  have  decreased  in  numbers  of  late  years,  ami  we 
believe  it  is  dm'  principally  to  the  large  inunber  of 
vessels  hunting  them  at  sea.  We  think  that  for  the 
pr<»pcr  preservation  of  the  fur-seal  species,  all  pelagic 
hunting  should  be  stoi)pcd  absolutely. 

NicOLi  (iREGORoiT  jlu  KussianJ. 

J'ETER  Adungan  (his  X  mark). 

Pavel  SiiniEAKiN  (his  x  mark). 

Anton  Kalisiinikoff  (his  x  imirk) 

Avakoon  Kalisiinikoff  (his  x  nnirk). 

MiK'ON  Aliman,  (his  x  mark). 

TiMoi'E  CiiAYiiA  (his  x  mark). 

Afanasse  Malu'k  (his  X  nnirk). 

Maiika  Koosche  (his  x  mark) 

GiOR(a  A(iooKLOoic  (his  x  mark). 

Grecjokv  Ao(iA\  (his  x  mark). 

Makar  Ohoomovitsky  (his  x  mark). 

Yakoff  Ahakoo  (his  x  mark). 

Evan  (Jiioomovitsky  (his  x  mark). 
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I  hereby  certify  that  I  liave  inteii)iete«l  the  subject  matter  to  those 
persons  whose  si<«;uatures  ;ire  hereto  affixed  ami  that  they  truly  under- 
stand its  contents. 

KEEPOLI  (JRE(5()R()FF. 

Subscribed  and  s\v«)rn  to  before  me  this  IGtli  day  of  Apiil,  1892. 

Joseph  Mikkav, 
rnited  IStaten  Tfvaxary  Agent. 


i^ 


Deposition  of  FranV  Korth,  agent  for  fur  framing  company  at  Port  Etches. 


l''/X|M'iit'n(('. 


I'Mlsl  .•||)pi;lillllri'  oC 
sriils  ill  I'liiiir  W'il- 
liiiiii  Siiiinil. 


Dcrrcase. 


DECREASE. 

Frank  Korth,  being  duly  sworn,  <lei)oses  and  saith:  I  reside  at  Port 
Etches,  Prince  William  Sound,  Alaska,  and  have  lived  in  the  Territory 
for  the  last  «'if>ht  years.  1  am  the  aj;ent  for  a  fur  tradinj"'  company  at 
this  place,  but  never  had  any  personal  experience  in  fur-seal  hunting. 
I  ant,  however,  well  acquainted  with  the  coast  of 
Alaska  from  Prince  William  Sound  to  Tniniak  I'ass. 
Fur-seals  usually  first  ajipearin  I'rince  William  Sound 
in  large  schools,  early  in  the  month  of  Ai)iil.  They 
Wi're  formerly  nuich  more  plentiful  than  of  late  years. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  season  the  males  are  most  nu- 
nu'r<ms,  a  few  females  being  taken  towards  its  clos«'  in 
the  latter  part  of  May.  I'Mrearms  (rifles  and  shotguns) 
are  used  almost  exclusiv«'ly.  All  seals  sink  (puckly, 
but  those  shot  through  the  head  and  killed  remain 
on  the  surface  hmgest.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  far- 
seal  pups  being  born  in  the  water,  or  on  ])atches  of 
floating  kelp,  ami  do  not  believe  they  could  be  successfully  raised  under 
such  cou«litions.  Neither  do  1  know  of  any  fur  seal  rookeriesother  f  han 
those  on  the  sval  islands  of  lleriug  Sea.  Owingto  the 
steady  <lecrease  in  fur-seal  life  of  late  years,  due  to  the 
large  number  of  vessels  hunting  them  at  s«'a,  it  is  my 
o]»inioii  that  in  order  to  save  the  species  from  extermina- 
tion all  p«'lagic  hunting  of  fur  seals  should  be  prohibited 
and  stopjted  absolutely. 

Frank  ('.  Korth, 

Subscribeil and  swcu'u  to  before  nu'  this  Kith  day  of  Apiil,  KS!>2. 

.losr-i'M  MriiRAV, 
i'niteii  States  Treasurg  Agent. 


Wciilmiia. 


Nil    |)iips    lidrii    in 
Wiilrr  or  111!  kelp. 


ItiHikcricM    niil.v   oil 
I'rihiliit'  IslaiKls.' 


I'riiliiliitiim 
sai'.y. 


i 


Deposition  of  Olaf  ICratn,  sealer. 
HABITS. 

Olaf  Kvan,  being  duly  swm-n,  deposes  and  saith:  [  reside  on  (rrecu 
Island,  in  Princse  William  Sound,  Alaska,  ami  have 
lived  in  the  territory  for  the  last   ten  years.     I   am    "'" '  ""'' 
a  nuuiner  by  oeeui>ati<ui,  but  of  late  years  have  been  engage<l  in  hunt- 
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TESTIMONY   TAKEN    IN    PRINCE   WILLIAM    SOUND. 


First  iiii)i('iiriiiie«'()t' 
■gfiils  in  I'riiuo  Wil- 
liuiii  SdiiikI. 


Dccrriiso.  I'cliigic 
st'iiliiifi.  Miinlly  ]iri'};- 
liaiit  I'l'inalrs  li'illnl. 


Wiisff  (if  life. 
IiiillHcriiniiiiitu. 


iii<>-  fur-b('ai'iii,ii-  aiiiinals.  Souls  first  appear  in  Prince 
William  Sound  about  the  1st  of  May,and  were  fonnerly 
(piite  plentiful,  while  now  they  are  becoming  constantly 
scarcer.  I  donot  know  tlie  cause  of  this  decrease.  All 
the  seals  which  I  have  seen  killed  were  females,  and 
the  majority  of  these  were  prejiiiant  cows.  My  exjteri- 
ence  is  that  about  four  fifths  of  all  fur-seals  killed  in 
the  water  are  lost.  1  can  not  tell  a  mah^  from  a  fenuile 
in  the  water,  and  when  killin}>-  them  never  make  any 
ettbrt  to  do  so,  as  the  object  is  to  <>et  all  the  skins  pos- 
sible. I  have  never  seen  a  live  pui>  of  the  same  sea- 
son's birth  in  the  water.  I  have  no  knowle<l«e  of  the 
only  on  ^'xistcncc  of  auy  fur-seal  rookeiy  or  place  wiiere  fur- 
seals  haul  up  on  the  land,  other  than  on  the  rookeries 
of  the  several  seal  islands  in  JJering  Sea. 

Olaf  Kvam. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1892. 

Joseph  Muiikay, 
United  states  Treasury  Agent. 


water. 


not   born  in 
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tlic  iHlanll^<, 
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'•'ESTIMONY  TAKEN  IN  YAKUTAT  BAY. 


Dc2)osition  of  Ah>too,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Akatoo,  boiiiff  duly  sworn,  (leposos  and  says:  I  was  born  at  Yakutat 
about  thirty  years  aff<>;  am  a  liuntcr  by  occupation, 
hunting  sea  otter  antl  bear.    Have  always  taken  seal      '"i"^'"""' 
with  spear  and  shotyun;  never  used  a  riHe.    When     j,,,^,.,  i,,,,,,.    ^.j,), 
spear  was  use,<l  1  lost  none,  and  1  lose  no  seal  when  1  «i»iiioi»iiotsim. 
use  the  shotgun,  for  I  don't  shoot  them  unless  they  are 
ch)se  to  the  boat.    ]Most  of  the  seal  killed  by  me  Lave 
been  fenmles  with  pup.    1  shoot  all  seal  that  comes 
near  the  canoe  and  use  no  discrimination,  as  I  «'au  not 
distinguish  a  young  bull  from  a  cow  iu  the  water.    All 
hunters  shoot  everything  that  c(mies  near  their  boats, 
^ever  heard  of  a  seal  pup  being  born  in  the  w.ater  nor 
on  the  land,  but  have  iieanl  they  are  born  on  some  islands  in  liering 
iSea.     In  the  winter  a  few  pups  are  driven  into  the  bay     i,,,,,,.^,.,^^ 
by  the  storms.    Seal  are  becoming  very  scarce  on  the 
coast  and  the  Indiiins  have  hard  work  killing  what  few  they  do.     I 
think  the  white  men  should  be  stopped  from  killing  seal 
otf  the  coast  of  Alaska  so  that  they  will  become  plenty 


Mostly  pro  gnu  lit 
cows. 

IiuUseriiiiiiifltu  kill- 
!N  jt  born  in  water. 


That  is  all  1  know  about  seal. 


Troliibitiou 
stirv. 


Akatoo,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  his  nmrk : 
Peter  Ciiukcii, 

United  Statcfi  Interpntcr. 
A.  W.  Lavendek. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  A]nil,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  (States  Tremury  Agent. 


ii«r;/^'-  ,.'i 
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««»/*«*S! 


SWv#»f! 


prwirto.; 


DepoHitiou  of  Atenas-Koo,  Yaliitat  Indian  .sealer. 

rELA(ac  sealing. 

Atenas  Koo,  being  dulyswiun,  dejjoses  and  says:  I  am  an  old  num. 
Was  born  in  Yakutat  and  am  a  member  (►f  the  Yakutat 
tribe  of  Indians.  1  have  hunted  all  my  life.  Have 
iville<l  fur-seals,  mostly  females  with  ]uip,  but  have 
never  seen  or  heard  of  fur-seals  hauling  uj*  (»n  the  land 
in  this  i)art  of  Alaska,  or  anywhere  else.  Never  have 
known  fur-seal  ]»ups  to  be  born  in  the  wat«'r,  nor  have 
1  ever  heard  of  i>ui)s  being  born  in  the  water  or  any- 
where else  on  Alaska.    Have  never  known  of  nor  have 


Kxjii'rirni't!. 

Mostly     fur     seals 
with  |iii'|i  killetl. 

Do  not   liaul  up  on 
on  Alaskiin  roast. 


F'.irseal     pups 
burn  iu  water. 


not 
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I  seen  any  fur-seal  in  tlu'  waters  of  Disonclianfuiont 

JJay  or  any  other  inlet  in  tliis  part  of  Alaska.    Tiiey  do  ,viu"!,""'"  "'  "''""'' 

not  fiequeut  these  places.    That  is  all  1  have  {j;-ot  to 

say. 

Atenas  Koo,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
rKTEK  Ciirucii, 

17 nit  I'd  States  Interpreter. 
A.  VV.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me,  this  ISth  day  of  Ainil,  1S92. 

A.  W.  Lavi:ni)KI{, 
United  States  Treasury  Atjcnt. 


iiiji 


Depositio)!  of  Gonastut.  Yakntat  Indian  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING — DECREASE. 

Cionastut,  beinji'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  .'{()  years  old.    I 

Fxuiitiic-  ^^'"^  ^**^"  "^  Koiliak  and  live  at  Vakutat  and  behHiy 

•.\iuiitiit. .  ^^^  ^j^^  Yakutat  tribe  of  Indians.    Am  a  hunter  by  oc- 

hMiiMiimiiiuttkiii.  eupation.  Have  killed  a  few  f;r. -seal.  I  kill  every- 
thiufi,'  that  conu's  near  the  boat  and  use  no  discriniiiia- 
tion,  as  tlu^  sex  can  not  be  told  in  the  Avater,  except  it  be  an  old  bull, 
which  is  told  by  its  size.  Have  used  shotgun  an<l  ritle  in  takinj--  seal. 
1  lose  al)out  rA)  per  cent  when  1  use  the  sliotf>un,  and  more  are  lost 
when  ritle  is  used.  1  always  shoot  them  in  tlie  head  when  possible, 
.    ,  but  if  not  i)ossible  1  shoot  them  in  any  i>art  of  the  body 

Do  nut  luiul  iiin'x-     ,,      ,    .  1         T  1  1  r-  1    i 

(.■i.t  on  Piii)iior  u-  that  isexiK>sed.  1  have  never  known  any  fur-seal  to 
'■""'"■  haul  ui>  on  the  ^  ind  in  any  part  of  Alaska,  exeej)t  ou 

No  pciiifji.  birtii.      the  Pribilof  Isla'ids.    Never  have  hei>rd  of  any  puj) 

seals  being"  born  in  the  water.     H.!ve  never  seen  any  fiirseal  in  the 

inland  waters  of  southern  Alaska,  but  have  heard  of  pups  being  seen 

in  the  bays  during  the  prevalence  of  storms  on  the  coast  in  winter  time. 

Seal  are  becoming  very  scarce  this  last  three  or  four 

D.ir.a»i'.  years,  and  Indian  hunters  can  hardly  kill  them  now. 

Too  many  schooners  are  hunting  seal  and  Indian  hunters  have  to  go  a 

long  way  in  their  canoes  in  order  to  get  anv,  and  they 

I'i'OtcCllOIl.  ,1  1        11  O  1  -ll  1  1  j^l 

seldom  kill  one.  beal  will  sixm  be  no  more  unless  the 
CJn'at  Father  stops  the  schooners  from  hunting.  That  is  all  1  have  got 
to  say. 

Gonastut,  his  x  mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Church. 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


.i 


TT 


TAKEN    IN    YAKUTAT   BAY. 


231) 


Xii    iiclagic 
known. 


hirlli 


Deposition  of  Jacob  Hartlisuuk,  Yahiitat  Indian  hunter. 

PKLAdIO  SEALING. 

Jacob  llartlisiuik,  bciiift'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born 
at  and  have  lived  in  Yakntat  all  my  lite.  I  belonji'  to  the  Yakntat 
tribe  of  Indians.  I  am  now  a  very  old  man.  I  am  by  occupation  a 
hunter.  1  have  hunted  sea  otter,  but  have  never  killed 
a  fur-seal  in  my  life.  Never  have  known  of  a  fur- 
seal  pup  beinji'  born  in  the  water  or  anywhere  else 
in  Alaska,  nor  hav<'  I  ever  heard  of  fur-seal  bein}>- 
hauled  out  on  the  land  in  Alask:..  1  have  traveled 
from  Icy  Bay  to  Sitka  Souiul  and  meet  many  Imlians 
belonjiinji'  to  other  tribes  of  Indians,  and  they  never  have  told  mo  that 
they  had  «'ver  seen  any  fur-seal  hauled  out  on  the  <'oast  of  Alaska  or  on 
any  of  the  rocks  adja<*ent  thereto.  1  have  have  heard 
that  fur-seal  do  haul  out,  and  that  the  ])ui>s  are 
born  on  the  I'ribilof  Islands.  Tt  is  repoitcd  to  nu' by 
Indians  who  hunt  fur-seal  that  they  are  becoming;'  very 
scarce.  They  have  noti(u'd  d<M'rease  in  the  last  four 
years.  I  thiid;  if  the  schooners  were  i)rohibitcd  from 
scalin}^'  tliey  would  become  plentiful  on  this  coast  aj;ain 
have  to  say. 

Ills 

IIAKTLISNUK. 


])o  not  liinil  up  on 

COilst. 


UanI     n^    iin<l 
horn  on  i.slanils. 


l>fi  Tcasi'. 
I'i'oti'clion. 

.    That  is  all  I 


Ills 

Jacoj{  X 


mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
I'KTElt  Ciiuinii, 

Cniicfl  St<it(:s  Iiiferprehr. 
A.  W.  Lavem)ei{. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  befoie  me  this  ISth  day  of  April,  ISJW. 

A.    \V.    li.UENDKB, 

Vnitcd  Stdtis  Treasuri/  Agent. 


.:*i| 

;;;{> 
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Deposition  of  iSain  Jloi/ihalitla,  huuter. 

PELAOIC  SEALING. 

Ram  riayikalithi,  bcin<>'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  was  born  at 
Yakntat,  and  liav<'  li\«'d  there  all  my  life.  Am  49  years  old.  Have 
been  huntinjj  all  my  life.  Never  heard  of  any  fur-seals  beiny  hauled 
up  on  the  land  on  any  part  of  the  coast  of  Alaska 
Avhere  1  have  traveled.  Nt)r  have  I  ever  heard  of  pups 
beinff  born  in  the  water,  or  cm  the  land  in  any  part  of 
Alaska,  except  on  the  I'ribilof  Islands  in  Bering  Sea. 
Icy  Hay  to  Sitka,  and  have  never  heard  Indians  of  other 
tribes  say  that  they  had  seen  fur  seals  hauled  out  on 
the  land,  nor  have  I  ever  hear<l  them  say  that  pups 
were  born  in  the  water.  Fur-seal  are  getting-  very 
scarce  along  this  coast  and  In<lian  fur-seal  hunters  have 
great  trouble  in  getting  any  now,  while  in  formei-  years  they  got  plenty. 
If  the  Great  Father  does  not  stop  schooners  from  liunt-  i.rottction. 
ing  seal  along  the   oast  of  Alaska  aud  iu  Bering  Sea, 


Xo  polajiic  liirlli. 

I  tra\el  from 

Ncvor  lii-anl  of  fur 
seals  liorn  in  watrr, 
nor  do  llicy  haul  out 
on  coast. 

IViTonsc. 
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the  seal  will  .soon  ho  pone  iiiid  the  Iiuliiiii  imist  starve  that  makes  his 
li\  iiifi'  hy  hiiiitiii};  them.  1  am  told  the  white  Imiiter  kills  m«»stly  cow 
seal  with  imp.    That  is  all  1  have  to  say. 

liiH 
Sam    X    llAYIKAHTLA. 

murk. 

Witiie.ss  to  his  mark : 

I'KTEIt  Cm  RCII, 

rnitvd  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavkndeh. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  A])ril,  1S02. 

A.  W.  Lavknder, 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


■|; 


Expi'i'ioiice. 

Do  not  liaiil  up   on 
Innd. 
>'o  pclasiit'  birtli. 

Iiiiliscriniinatf  kill- 


DepimtioH  of  KinlooffUi  Yaliutat  sealer. 

I'KLAOIC  SEALING. 

Kinkooga,  beinj;' <luly  sworn  dei)oses  and  says:  I  was  born  at  Yak- 
ntat  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life.  1  am  about  40 
years  (dd,  1  think.  By  occupation  1  am  a  hunter.  Have 
killed  a  few  fur-seal  in  my  life.  Have  never  known  any 
fur-.seal  to  haul  out  on  the  land,  nor  have  1  heard  of 
any  beinjn'  hauled  out  on  the  land  from  people  of  ditt'er- 
ent  tribes  whom  1  have  met.  Have  never  seen  or  heard 
"'*'■  of  a  fur  seal  pu])  being  borji  in  the  water.    Hunters 

use  no  discrimination  in  hunting  seal,  but  shoot  everything  that  comes 
jiear  tin'  boat.  Have  traveled  from  ley  IJay  toWrungel  and  have  never 
seen  any  seal  in  the  inland  waters  in  my  life.  A  few  fur-seal  imps  have 
been  killed  in  the  bay  within  my  remembrance,  in  the  winter  seasons, 
driven  there  by  the  storms  on  the  coast  at  tho.se  times. 
Seal  are  getting  very  scarce  on  the  coast  the  last  three 
or  four  years.  The  reason  of  the  scarcity  is,  1  think,  that  there  are  too 
many  white  himters  sealing  in  the  open  Avaters.  Indian  hunters  can  not 
get  any  more  in  canoes  on  account  of  the  few  seals  that 
are  left,  are  so  far  from  the  land.  All  .sealing  in  open 
waters  by  white  men  should  be  stopped.    1  have  no  more  to  say. 

KiNKOOGA,  his  X  nuirk. 

AVitness  to  his  mark : 
Peter  Church, 

In  I  ted  States  Interpreter. 
A.  \V.  IjAve.nder. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  ISth  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Di't'ieaso. 


Deposition  of  Keehantale,  YaliUtat  Indian  sealer. 

TELAfrlC   SEALING — MIGRATION. 

IN'eehantake,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  in  Yak- 

„      ,  ^,   ,    utat  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life.    1  belong  to  the 

do  not  iiaui  up  on   1  ulvutat  tribe ot  ludians,  aud  am  a  vcry  old  nuiu.    Am 

•^^""'*'-  by  occupation  a  hunter.    Have  never  known  any  fur« 


'  w 


TAKEN    IN    YAKUTAT    HAY. 


2U 


seal  to  be  liaulcd  up  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  from  ley  Bay  to  Wraiijjel. 

1  have  been  uj)  and  (h)\vn  between  tliose  phie-es  many  times.     Fnr-seal 

are  not  as  plentiful  on  the  eoast  as  they  used  to  be.    The  Indians  kill 

but  very  few  now.     In  former  years  they  used  to  jfet  many  of  them, 

but  the  last  few  years  they  have  become  very  s(!aree 

and  the   Indian  hunters  take  very  few.     I  think  the 

reason  of  the  seal  beecMninj*'  so  scarce  is  that  there  are  too  many  white 

nuMi  huntin}>-  seal  in  the  Jlerinj-   Sea  and  the  Pacilic  Ocean  and  it 

should  be  stopped.     Have  never  seen  any  fur-seals  in 

the  sounds  or  udets  between  this  place  and  Wrmjicl     ''■^"•'"""" 

at  any  time  of  year.     In  early  days  a  few  pups  used  to      Knis..HiHii..v.rs...n 

be  driven  int't  this  bay  in  tln^  winter  by  the  storms  on  at  w,i,ii;;.i  un.v  iint.i 

the  coast.     I  have  no  more  to  say.  ">»■"'■• 

Neciiantake,  his  x  nuirk. 
Witiu'ss  to  his  nnirk: 
Teter  ClIUllOII, 

United  States  fnterpretcr. 
A.  W.  Lavendek. 
Subscribed  aiul  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  Aju-il,  181)2. 

A.  VV'.  Lavkndku, 
United  IStates  Treasury  Agent. 


"J 
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Deposition  of  W.  Roberts,  sealer  {master). 
pelaoio  sealing. 


i 


W.  Roberts,  beinj»"  tluly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :   I  reside  at  Yakutat 
JJay,  Alaska,  ami  1  am  by  oc<tupation  a  mariner.     I  have  been  engaged 
in  the  business  of  catchinu'  seals  in  the  North  Pacific 
Ocean  and  Bering  Sea  tor  ton)'  years,  three  years  as 
sailor,  one  year  as  captain,  two  years  off  the  coast  of  British  Oohunbia, 
two  years  oft"  Southeast  Alaska  and  Bering  Sea. 

I  have  tbund  that  seals  appear  off  the  Farralone  Is- 
lan«ls  about  Christmas,  off  British  Columbia  in  March,     Fir«t  apixaranie  ..f 
ofi  Yakutat  Bay  Ajnil  loth. 

Have  used  both  riHe  and  shotgun  in  killing  seals,  but  now  use  shot- 
gun (mly,  having  found  that  for  same  nund)er  of  shots     „  , 
more  seals  are  taken  therewith.     When  rifle  is  used  riHe. 
less  than  one  seal  for  five  shots  is  secured;  many  shots     ^v '>»<••  oiiitv!. 
ndss,  but  of  those  seals  hit  about  one-half  are  secured.     If  shot  in  the 
head  a  seal  will  usiudly  float  and  is  taken.     If  shot  through  the  body  it 
usually  siidvs,  or  escapes  to  die  later.     When  shotgun  is  used  about 
oue  seal  is  secured  for  five  shots,  those  not  secured  generally  sink  at 
once  or  are  badly  wounded  and  escape  to  die.    Of  seals  shot  dead  about 
one-half  sink  at  once  and  one-half  are  taken. 

In  the  trip  .just  made  oft' this  coast,  I  have  taken  eighty-one  seals,  of 
which  three  were  bulls,  three  were  bachelors,  twt)  were 
yearlings,  about  fifry  were  females  i)regnant,  rest  fe-     .?'|'''',"',"y  °*,  "'"""' 

•',,'^'  mi'-  j»-  iT-i.!         i.       >iil<li  prt'Kiiniit  cows. 

males  barren.    This  is  a  fair  average.     It  is  harder  to 

take  ail  old  seal  than  a  young  one,  tin;  older  ones  being  more  on  the 

alert  and  are  not  less  active  wlien  i)regnaiit. 

Yearlings  are  rarely  taken  in  N(H'th  Pacific.  The  age  or  sex  of  a 
seal  in  the  water  can  not  be  distinguished,  except  tliat  when  cU»se 
the  apparent  size  is  an  indicatiou  of  age. 

2716— V(L:i 16 
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Iii(liHC!'iiiiiniit«i  kill- 


No  (liMdriiiuiiiitioii  Is  shown  in  takiiij;  mjv.iI.    The:  object  Is  to  take 
every  om^  |)Ossil»le.     Dnrin;;'  past  four  years  have  not 
notii'ed  nmcii  change  In  miiiiherot' seal. 
Pups  are  not  born  In  water.     In  some  eases  feniah'S 
far  advanced  in  pn'j'nancy  haul  up  on  eoast  to  give  birth;  but  otlier- 
wise  seals  do  not  stop,  except  at  rrlbdoff  Islainls. 
1  have  been  in  IJerlnjj  Sea  but  a  part  of  one  season.    Of  the  seals 
taki'ii  about  one-thii'd  were  males,  one  third  females 
with  young,  one-third  barren  and  yeaiiiiij's. 

1  have  taken  nursing  females  when  as  much  as  100 
mih\s  from  L'ribilotf  Islands. 

From   my  knowledge  and  from  conversation  with 
other  sealers,  I  believe  that  for  the  proj)er  preserva- 
tion of  seal  life,  sealing  should  be  absolutely  prohibited 
every  two  or  three  years. 

W.  KOBEBTS. 

Yakittat  Bay,  Alaska,  May,  18!)2. 
Snbseribcd  and  sworn  to  before  lue  this  !i8th  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
1802. 

Giles  B.  Hauheb, 
Lieutenant,  U.  8.  N, 


I'ropiirliiiiiH  cnUKlit 
ill  iicriiiKSoii. 

N  iirHiiiKi'i'WH  tiiknu 
lUOniilcM I'riiin  maiidM. 

Climi!  HoaHDU  iiucuH- 
aiir.v. 


Deposition  of  Rondtus,  TaJctitat  Indian  scaler. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Rondtus,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  was  born  at  Yaku- 
tat,  and  belong  to  the  Yakutat  tribe  of  Indians.     Am 
Experiuuce.  about  28  years  old,  and  a  hunter  by  occupation.     I 

have  hunted  fur-seal,  otter,  and  bear.    I  use  a  shot- 
gun to  hunt  for  seal.    Have  lost  very  few  seal,  as  I  always  shoot  them 
near  the  boat.    Everything  in  shai)e  of  a  seal  that 
^  imiiscriiiiiimto  kill-  eomes  near  the  boat  is  killed.    I  use  no  discrimina- 
"*'■  tion.    1  have  never  seen  nor  heard  of  a  fur-seal  pup 

being  born  in  the  water,  or  on  the  rocks,  on  any  part 
of  the  coast  of  Alaska,  but  have  heard  that  seal  are 
born  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.  Seal  are  getting  very 
scarce  along  the  ct)ast,  caused  by  the  indiscriminate 
slaughter  of  seals  in  the  ojien  waters.  Most  of  the  seals  taken  by  uie 
have  been  cows  with  pnps.  It  would  be  a  good  thing 
for  the  Indians  if  the  s(rhooners  were  prohibited  from 
sealing  in  the  Bering  Sea  and  the  Xorth  Pacific  Ocean;  if  it  is  continued 
the  Indians  who  depend  on  fur-seal  for  a  living  must  starve.  Years  ago 
a  few  seal  pups  were  driven  into  the  bays  by  the  storms  on  the  C(>ast 
during  the  winter  season.    That's  all  I  know. 

lioNDTUs,  his  X  mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1892, 

A.  VV.  Lavender, 
,  United  tSUdes  Treasury  Ayent. 


No  polngic  birth. 


Decn-nso. 
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Deposition  of  Srhlatrttin,  Yakutnt  Indinn  scaler. 

pelagk;  sealing. 

Sclikiitiitiii,  boinjj  «lnly  sworn,  deposes  aiicl  says:    I  was  born   in 
Yakutut  and  I  liave  lived  there  all  my  life.     I   belon;;: 
to  the  Yakntat  tribe  of  Indians  and  am  now  a  very  old     KxiHjriencu. 
man;  am  by  occnpatiiMi  a  hunter.     Yes;  I  have  killed 
fnr-seal.     I   used  the  bow   and  arrow  for  killin};  them.    Never  knew 
any  fur-seal   imps  to  be  born  in  the  water  or  anywhere 
else  in  Alaska.    Have  heard  that  thev  are  born  on  the 


No  |)ula){i<'  birth. 


Pribilof  Islands.     Have  luiver  known  any  fur-seal  to     D"  not  lumi  up  on 
conu',  up  on  the  land  in  Alaska  or  on  any  of  tlu^  islands 
.idja(!ent  thereto,  but  have  heard  that  they  do  haul  out  on  the  Pribi- 
lof  Islands.     I  have  traveled  from  Icy  I  Jay  to  Nuehuk     „ 

1111  ii  A.  ±-  i  T  -J.  i»  1         Havo     iwviT    Mt'<'U 

and  baek  along  the  coast  as  lar  east  as  Lityu  Uay,  and  turmais    in   inland 

have  never  seen   any  fur-seal   in  any  inland  waters  ""♦^■'''»- 

wherever  I  have  traveled.    I  think   the  Great  Father  should  stop  all 

schooners  from  huntiii};  seal  in  Bering  Sea   and  the 

Pacific    Ocean,  so  the   seal   would    become  plentiful 

again  and  the  Indian  hunters  would  again  have  a  chance  to  kill  them. 


I'riitt^cfioii. 


That  is  all  1  know  jibout  seal. 


Witness  to  his  mark: 

TeTER   ClIUKCH, 

United  Stateti  fnterpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 


Schkatatin,  his  x  mark. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1.S92. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  IStates  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Shon'oosch,  Yalcvtat  Indian  scaler. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Showoosch,  being  dnlyswcn'u,  depos<'s  and  says:  T  was  born  at  Sitka; 
am  a  very  old  man  and  1  belong  to  the  Y'akutat  tribe  of  Indians;  have 
been  a  hunter  all  my  life,  hunting  sea-otter  and  seal 
in  tlie  summer  and  bear  and  fox  in  the  winter.  When 
I  was  a  young  man  I  killed  fur-seal  off  Yakutat  Bay, 
using  a  spear  altogether.  I  haven't  killed  any  seal 
lately,  as  they  are  getting  very  scarce.  The  majority  of 
seal  killed  by  me  have  been  <(>ws;  have  kille«l  a  few  small  males.  Have 
never  known  or  heard  of  any  pups  being  born  in  the     .^      ...... 

,  ^,  ill  1  No  pel afjic  birth. 

water  or  anywhere  on  the  coast,  nor  have  1  ever  known 

or  heard  of  any  fur  seals  being  hauled  uj)  on  the  land    vH8k'nM.,''a"t'  "**"" 

anywhere  in  Alaska.     Once  in  a  while  a  few  pups  are 

driveu  into  the  bay  by  the  hard  gales  blowing  from  the  southeast  on 


Experionce. 


7)ocrea80. 
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tli(M!oast  (luriiifj  tlio  moiitli  of  Dccciiihri'.     I  tliiuk  the  rin>;it  Fntlier 

„   ^   ^,  .slioiild   stop  iill    sciiliiiti'   by  si-Iiooju'ih    in    tlir   Niu'tli 

riu'ific  ()(M'aii  and  tlu'  sral  woiilu  a;iain  imm-omm'  plenty, 

so  t)ie  Indians  could  a;;aiii  kill  plenty  of  Miein.    That  is  all  I  know 

about  seals. 

SiiONVooscn,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
I'KTER  dm  u<;ii, 

Uniffd  Statrx  Inierprcivr. 
A.  \V.  Lavendkr. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  April,  1S02. 

A.  W.  Lavkndkk, 
United  IStutvs  TrcuHury  Agent. 


Expurioiicu. 


Decrenso. 


No  pcliiKic  birtli. 


J)eposition  of  Sl-cenong,  Yakntnt  Indian  hunter, 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Skoenong,  beinfjduly  sAvorn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at  Copper 
Kiver.  I  am  an  ohl  man  and  belong-  to  the  Yakutat 
tribe  of  Indians,  but  have  lived  here  but  one  year.  1 
hunt,  the  sea-<»tter  and  land  {•ame  in  seasons.  Have 
heard  all  the  Indians  with  whom  I  have  come  in  coti- 
tact  say  that  the  fur  seal  are  becoming  very  scarce  of 
late  years.  Have  never  known  or  heard  of  a  fur-seal 
pup  being  born  in  the  water.  Have  heard  that  the  fui'-seal  haul  up 
Ti   .  i  i,...i.,„       on  the Pribilot  Islands,  but  never  have  seen,  or  have 

Do  not   haul  up  on     .  i        /•  ,•  ^    i      •  i         i     i 

Aiaskmi  coast.  I  cver  licaid  of  any  fur-seal  being  hauled  up  on  any 

])art  of  the  coast  of  Alaska,  or  rocks  adjacent  thereto. 
Never  have  seen  any  fur-seal  in  DisencliantnuMit  Bay, 
or  anywhere  else  in  the  inlt^ts  of  Alaska.  I  think  the 
schooners  should  be  stopped  hnnting  seal  in  the  open  waters  of  the 
I'acific  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea,  and  if  they  are  not  stopped  at  once  the 
Indians  who  hunt  fur-seal  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  for  a  living  will  be- 
come very  poor  and  probably  starve  to  death.    That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Skeenong,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark : 
Peter  Chukch, 

United  States  Interpreter, 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  ISth  day  of  April,  1892. 

A. W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Protection. 


Deposition  of  StahTcan. 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 


Stalikan,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at  Yakutat 

aj:d  am  now  a  very  old  man.     Have  hunted  seal  and 

jipenence.  gea  otter  all  my  life  during  the  sunmier  season,  using 
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t1i<>Hnonr  anil  arrow.     I  liiivo  iirvfr  known  aiiv  ("iir  seal      ^.•^■'■•'  .to"/**'  '"'■ 

.  1       '       1  11  1  1  I  1       il     ■'  i  ».      H''i"«     ll>     lllllll     lip     I'll 

to  liaul  Up  on  tUc  land  anywhere  around  tins  part  ot   AiuMka  <<>nHt. 
Alaska.    N(»r  inivc  I  ever  known  any  t'nr-scal  imps  to 
be  horn  in  the  water  or  anywliere  el's*'  In  Ahiska,  nor     N"I'<1i'«I'  i-i'ii.. 
have  I  ever  heard  anv  Indians  witli  whom  1  have  <'onie  in  eontaet  say 
that  tlu'y  had  ever  known  any  fur  seal  pnps  to  have  l»een  horn  in  the 
water,  nor  had  they  known  any  fur  seal  to  haul  upon  tin'  land  in  any  part 
of  Alaska.     That  is  all  I  have  y;ot  to  say. 

Stahkan,  his  X  nnirk. 
Witness  to  his  nnirk: 
rKTER  CiiriuH, 

Unilcd  StatcH  Tutei'preler. 
A.  W.  Lavkndkk. 
Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  nu'  this  IHth  day  of  Ajail,  1S92. 

A.  W.  Lavkndkk. 
United  tStatcH  Tn-nnury  Agent. 


! 


Kxjiorii'iu'o. 

Kiii'Hi'iil  ill)  not  liniil 
up  on  cimxt. 

Nil  )ii'lu|;ir  birth. 


D('j)0!iifion  of  Thunk,  natire  otter  hunter, 

PKLAfirO   SKALING. 

Thnnk,  being  duly  sworn,  de^mses  and  says:  T  am  so  old  that  T  have 
lost  my  eyesight.  Was  born  in  Yakutat  and  hav<'  lived 
there  all  my  life.  Never  killed  any  fur-seal  in  my  life. 
Spent  all  my  life  hunting  sea-otter.  Have  nev«'r  known 
any  fur-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  hnul  around  these  bays 
or  in  any  other  part  of  Alaska.  Have  never  known  or 
heard  of  any  fur-seal  pups  being  born  in  the  water. 
Neither  have  I  heard  of  any  fur-seal  hauling  nj)  on  the  land  anywherO 
around  this  i)art  of  Alaska.  Had  there  been  any  s«'al  hauled  up  on 
the  land  it  would  have  been  told  to  me  by  people  of  diflerent  tribes 
with  whom  1  have  come  in  contact.     1  have  no  more  to  say. 

Tiii'NK,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Chur(!h, 

United  States  Interpreter, 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Sub:se-ii'.>:'.l  and  sworn  to  before  mo  this  ISth  day  of  April,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  Statea  Tremtury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Ticongkiral-y  Yakutat  Indian  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Twongkwak,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Was  born  at  Ya- 
kutat; am  about  30  years  old,  and  belong  to  the  Yaku- 
tat tribe  of  Indians.     Hunting  is  my  o('cui)ation ;  have      '»i»""'enco. 
Uuuted  sea-otter  and  seal;  have  killed  mostly  pups  in  the  fall  of  the 
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TKSTIMONV    TAKKN    IN    YAKl'TAT    HAY. 


I'riili'i'tiiiii, 


,,    .  .  ,    ,  v«'nr,  (Irivt'ii  in  by  tlu' sovoH'  woiitlier  oiitsido.    Ncvc'i' 

iiir  IiiikI.  Iiavc  seen  any  tiir  sciil  liaiil  np  on  tlic  land  norlnivc. 

I  «>vc>i-  hcani  of  any  .seal  lianlin;>'  up  on  tlic  land.  Ilavo 
n('V(!i'  heard  of  seal  jtups  liein^  liorn  in  the  water  nor 
anywiuue  else  in  Alaska.  Have  heard  all  tin*  In 
dians  of  dilferent  tribes  say  that  seal  an^  1)eeoniin^' 
v«'iy  sean-e  in  the  last  three  or  four  years.  They  also 
say  that  unless  tin*  schooneisare  stopped  from  si-alinj? 
in  IJerinjj  Sea  and  tin*  North  Paeitie  Oeean  the  seal  will  all  be  jjone, 
an<l  none  will  be  left  for  the  Indians  or  anyone  else.  The  seal  have 
become  so  searee  of  late  years  that  I  don't  know  much  about  them. 
This  is  all  I  know. 

TwoNGKWAK,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark : 
Teteu  Church, 

United  States  Tnterpreter. 
A.  VV.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  befoie  me  this  18th  d«ay  of  April,  1802. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  /States  Treamuy  Ayent. 


Bcposition  of  Yahhih,  YaJnitat  Indian  hunter. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Yahkah,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  was  born  at  Yaku- 
tat.  I  am  about  .'io  years  ohl  and  belon}"'  to  the  ,iku- 
tat  tribe  of  Indians.  Am  a  hunter  by  «KM'upal  u.  1 
go  fronj  ley  Bay  to  Sitka  Sound  and  come  in  contact 
with  the  jieople  of  different  tribes  of  Indians,  and  have 
never  seen  myself  nor  heard  other  Indians  say  that  they 
had  seen  fur-seal  pups  born  in  the  water.  Have  never 
seen  or  heard  of  fur-seals  hauling  up  on  the  land  in 
any  ])art  of  Alaska.  When  I  was  a  small  boy,  a  few  pup  seals  used  to 
be  driven  into  the  bays  by  hard  storms  on  the  <!oast. 
The  seal,  like  the  sea  otter  are  becoming  v<^ry  scarce. 
I  think  if  the  schooners  were  prohibited  from  taking  seal  in  Bering  Sea 
and  ahmg  the  coast  of  Alaska,  the  seal  would  become 
plentiful  and  the  Indians  could  kill  them  once  more 
in  canoes.     I  don't  know  anything  more  about  seals. 

Yahkah,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Churoh, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn,  to  before  me,  this  18th  day  of  April,  1S02. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


Exiicricnct!. 

Nt'viT  licai'd  of  po- 
lii;;i<;  liirth. 

Never  li  o  n  r  (I  of 
Hciils  liaiiliii^  up  on 
AIiihIoiii  eoHHt. 


Di'i'ioase. 


Protection. 


M 


;^.v»' 


TliSTIMONY  TAKliN  AMONf.  NATIVF.S  OX  OR  NIL^R  LYNN 
CANAL  AND  CILVniAM  SOUND. 


KxiicrU'iic)'. 

Iiii  mil  liiiiil  M|i  (III 


Dfliositioii  of  (Jeonff,  thv  mm  of  Klotz-hlotz,  (HiUcut  Indiun  tradtr. 

PELACJIO  SEALINO. 

(iccn'jjt',  ttw  son  of  Kh)t/-klot/,  Iwiuj*  duly  sworn,  deposes  jiimI  siiys: 
1  lu'Ionj:'  totlio  (iiilciit  trilteof  Indiiins  and  rosidt^  atCliilcat;  am  abimt 
ito  years  old.    I  trad«^  with  tlie  int(3rior  Indians  and  np 
the  coast  tlirou^'U  Lynn  Canal,  and  down  the  coast  as 
far  as  Wranfjcl  and  Stikeen.    Never  killed  a  I'nr-seal 
in  my  lite.     Have  never  heard  of  I'nr-seal  hanliii}''  npon   Aiiiskan  iiin.i 
any  land  in  Alaska,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  seal  jmps     x„,m.i„j;j,.  i,i,,,|, 
bein;^'  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  eoast  of  Alaska.     In  " 

my  dealin^i's  with  the  ]>eople  of  other  trilies  with  whom  I  come  in  con- 
tact they  wonid  have  told  me  had  they  ki  own  of  any  fnr-seal  havin;;' 
hanled  np  on  any  part  of  the  Alaskan  coiist  visite<l  by  them.  Know 
nothing  more  about  seals. 

liiH 
rrEOlKJK    X     Kl«)TZ-KL<)TZ. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

I'ETlill  ('IIUUCH, 

Unilvd  States  rntrvprctcr. 
A.  VV.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  Ajiril,  l.S{)2. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


Deposition  of  Kasl'an,  CItilcat  Indian  trader. 
pelagic  sealing. 


Kaskan,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  belong  to  the  Chil 
cat  tribe  of  Indians.  I  have  traded  with  other  tribes 
up  Lynn  Canal  and  as  far  north  as  the  Yukon  Kiver, 
and  down  the  coast  as  far  as  Wrangel.  Have  never 
killed  or  seen  a  fur-seal  in  my  life,  nor  have  I  ever 
heard  of  any  fur  seal  having  been  seen  in  the  inland 
waters  of  Alaska  where  I  have  travele<l.  Had  any 
fur-seal  been  hauled  up  on  the  land  in  any  inlet  around 
Chatham  Straits,  Stevens  Passage,  or  any  (►f  the  wa- 
ters of  southeaster/i  Alaska,  I  would  have  known  of  it, 


E.xiH'riciu'c. 


Fur  Nciil  (III  not  frii. 
qiK'iit  iiilaiiil  Alii.sk-iiu 
waters. 


Do 
land. 
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Tl 


as  it  would  liave  been  t«)l«l  uio  by  the  people  of  otlier  tribes.    That's 
all  1  have  to  siiy. 

Kaskan,  his  X  iiiuik. 

Witness  to  his  iiiiiik: 

I'KTElt  CiirRCH, 

I'niti'd  States  J nterpretcr. 
A.  W.  Lavendku. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  IJth  day  of  A;)ril,  1.S92. 

A.  VV.  Lavkndkk', 
United  tStatcs  Trcasufy  Agent. 


if  > 


-f-' 


tj 


II      f 


Deposition  of  George  Shuekeifah,  cousin  of  head  chief  of  Chilcat  Indians. 

PELAGIC  .SEALING. 

George  Siiuckeyah,  beinj;  duly  sworn,  dejMises  and  says:  I  am  a  cou- 
sin of  tlie  head  chief  of  the  Chilcat   Indians.     Am  ."{0 
ExiiirUnco.  years  old.     1  j^o  ujt  and  down  the  coast  from  Chilcat 

to  Wrangcl  and  meet  many  people  belonging  to  the  dif- 
ferent tribes  of  hulians.  Have  never  seen  a  fur-seal  in  Chatham 
Straits,  Stevens  Passage,  or  anywhere  else  in  my  life,  nor  have  1  ever 
heard  of  any  fur-seal  hauling  out  on  any  of  the  islands 
uiMrn' Aia«kar*,mst'  <>i"  i*'«'l^s  ou'auy  part  of  the  coast  of  Alaska.  And  had 
any  ever  hauled  out  I  should  liave  known  it  by  being 
told  by  the  people  of  the  different  tribes  with  whom  1  come  in  contact. 
That  is  all  1  have  to  say. 

Ills 

GEOlltiK    X    SlIUOKEYAH. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Teter  Ciiuk*  II, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  llth  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavendkr, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


,  »■ 


Deposition  of  Kah  ehuel-tee,  chief  of  Huchenoos  Indians. 

PELA(}I<1   SEALING. 

Kali-chiu'k-tee,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  tlu^  chief 

of  the  Ihu'lienoos.     1  am  a  pretty  old  man.     I  don'tdo 

Experieiico.  anything;  am  tne  gentleman  of  my  tribe.     My  tribe 

live  by  catching  h«'rring,  t'nmi  which  they  make  oil,  and 

dispose  of  it  to  the  Indians  of  otlier  tribes,  which  come  here  in  large 

nundiers.     I  have  visited  all  the  inlets  and  islands  in 

qu^u[  iniau'i Viltr*^^^^^^  Chailuun  Sound  ami  other  parts  of  Ahiska  as  tar  as 

Sitka  and  never  saw  a  fur-seal  in  the  inland  waters. 


i  > 


TAKKN  NKAK  CHATHAM  SOUND. 
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Dii  not  haul  up  uu 

trOllHt. 


Nor  liiivo  I  ('v»'i'  lu'iinl  o\'  n  (ur-sciil  hciiij;  seen  in  tlic  iiiliiiid  waters. 

Have  lu'vcr  Iieanl  of  any  lnr-s«'al  brinj;-  liauleil  np  on 

the  land  or  rocks  on  or  ot!' tin' coast  of  Alaska.  Had  fnr- 

seal  been  hauled  nj)  on  the  main  coast  or  islands  of 

Alaska  I  should  have  known  it,  as  the  news  would  have  been  bronyht 

to  me  by  the  linlians  of  different  tribes  who  come  t«)  purchase  oil  Irom 

my  peo])le.     I  '.lave  no  more  to  say. 

Kau-cuicktee,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 

I'ETER  CHI'IK'II, 

Uniied  IStatcs  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavendbk. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  Ajml,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavkndeb, 
United  States  Trennury  Agent. 


Dc2>ofiition  of  Toodai/s  Cliarlie,  Killisnoo  herrhuj  Jinherman. 
PELA(SI(!   SEALING. 


i;  cvci    \><is   uiiy  |Mi|»f«    imiiii 

......     -. auleduptm  anypartofthe  ij^bh'tlr"^  "'''"' 

coast  of  Alaska  or  on  the  islands  adjacent  tlu'reto. 
lliul  any  fur  seal  hauled  up  it  would  have  become  known  to  tln^  Indians 
and  I  would  have  heard  it,  for  I  sell  oil  to  all  the  tribes  of  Indians  in 
southeastern  Alaska,  and  they  would  have  told  me  had  they  ev<'r 
known  or  heard  of  there  beinj?  a  fur-seal  rookery  at  any  place  along 
the  coast.     This  is  all  1  have  li'ot  to  say. 


TOODAYS 


Ills 

X 

mark. 


Oil  All  LIE. 


Vv'itnesa  to  his  mark: 
I'ETKK   ('in  KCII, 

United  States  Tnterpreter. 
A.  W,  Lavendkk. 

Subsciibed  anil  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  Ajuil,  1802. 

A.  \V.  liAVKNDEIl, 

United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Dejtosition  of  Kieh(di  (iadoicon,  Indian. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Nieholi  Gadowj'U,  beiiijfduly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  am  second 
chief  of  the  Killisnoo  Indians;  am  50  years  old;  born  at  Killisnoo  and 


:il 


im 
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Vl 


m 

HI 


,f?i 


I  i- 


#K 


have  lived  there  all  .'iiy  life;  am  by  <)(!ciii)ati()ii  a  lierrii)};  flslieiman. 
Have  never  kilU (I  a  fur  seal  ill  my  life.  In  the  wiiit<'r 
season  many  years  a};o  ])ui)  seals  used  to  fre(|ueut  the 

Sounlu  '°  ^''"t'"""  sound,  driven  in  by  the  heavy  southeast  gales  prevail- 
ing at  that  time;  but  the  last  four  years  there  has  not 

been  a  ftir  seal  seen  in  any  part  of  Chatham  Sound  that  I  have  been 

able  to  learn  of.  I  visit  the  different  i)arts  of  the  sound  with  my  tribe 
...         when  they  are  making  oil  and  have  never  known  any 

Vi>    not     laml     on     „  i  x     i        i  ^i       i        i  i        •  i.     i- 

coast.  fur  seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  or  roeks  m  any  part  ot 

Alaska  that  I  ever  visited,  nor  liave  I  ever  heard  of 

No  poiaRic  birth.      .^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  being  bom  in  the  water  or  anywhere  else 

in  Alaska,  and  had  they  ever  been  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  islands 
or  roeks  of  Alaska  some  of  my  tribe  would  have  known  it  and  it  would 
have  been  reported  to  me.    1  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

liiH 
NiCHOLl    X    G  ADO  WEN. 

uiui'k 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
Peter  Chuuoh, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  tStatcH  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Albert  KeetnticTc,  trader  in  oil,  etc. 


II 


[A 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 


li  "k 


.  »ti 


i 


Albert  Keetnuek,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  27  years 

old.     Was  born  and  live  at  Killisnoo.    Make  herring 

xiteru'uui.  ^.j^  ^^^^  wood,  aiid  grow  potatoes  and  turnips.    The 

herring  oil  I  make  I  sell  to  other  Indians,  and  the  potatoi^s 
and  turnips  I  dispose  of  to  the  white  men  around  the  sound,  and 
sell  the  wood  to  the  tish  company.  My  business  calls  me  away  from 
this  place  to  the  different  inlets  and  islands  around  Chatham  Sound, 
and  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  fur  seal  anywhere  in  the  SMund.  The 
Indians  who  buy  my  fish  oil  belong  to  tribes  who  live  long  tlistanees 

away.  Have  never  heard  them  say  that  they  ever  saw 
land.  ""'^ '"'"'  "^  ""  ""y  ^^^'  ^^'^^  hauled  out  on  the  islands,  rocks,  or  any 

part  of  the  mainlan<l  of  Alaska.  Had  they  hauletl  out 
on  any  place  in  Alaska  I  should  have  known  it  myself  or  would  have 
been  told  of  it  by  the  Indians  who  uome  long  distances  to  purchase  oil 
from  me.    I  have  no  more  to  say. 

liiH 

Albert  x  Keetnuck. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.'Uh  dny  of  Ainil,  1S02. 

A.  VV.  Lavendkr, 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


TAKEN   NEAR   CHATHAM   SOUND.  25 I 

Depoftition  of  Oeorge  KetwooHchish,  Thlinket  Indian  fiaherman. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

George  Kotwooscliisli,  being  duly  sworn,  doposes  and  says:  Am  30 
years  of  aj-e.  IJorn  in  and  iiave  lived  at  Killisnoo  all  n»y  life.  Belong 
to  the  Thlinket  tribe  of  Indians.  1  am  a  herring  fish- 
erman  by  oceupatum.  I  make  herring  on  which  I 
sell  to  the  peojde  of  other  tribes  along  the  (Mnist.  They  come  a 
long  distance  to  buy  it  of  me.  I  visit  all  the  islands  and  rocks 
ill  Ibllowing  my  business,  in  Chathant  Sound,  and  have     „  ,    , 

v'^ii.  '<.  !•  i.j>ii.         SonlH   do   not    fro- 

nev(^r  been  able  to  see  a  lur  seal  in  any  ])art  oi  the  mient  w.itcr»  of  se. 

waters  of  southeastern  Alaska  in  my  life.    Have  never  Ain»kii. 

heard  of  any  seal  being  in  tlie  waters  nor  on  the  land  or  rocks  off  or  on 

the  const  of  southeastern  Alaska.     IIav(MU',ver  heard 

of  pui)s  being  born  in  the  water  anywhere  along  the 

coast  of  Alaska  in  my  life.     Following  my  occupati<m,  the  peo|)le  of 

other  tribes  come  a  very  long  distiince  to  buy  of  me  the  oil  which  I 

make.     Had  there  i'wv  been  any  seal  hauled  out  on  any  part  of  the 

Alaskan  coast  it  would  have  been  told  to  me  by  these  people  who  come 

to  my  home  to  buy  oil.    That's  all  1  have  to  say. 

hiH 

George  x  Ketwoosciiish. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
Tetek  (UiuRrir, 

UuUed  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12tli  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Tr^a«ary  Agent. 


No  poliigic.  birth. 


It  <l    u  (. 


Deposition  of  Konkonal,  native  Killisnoo  fisherman. 
pelagic  sealing. 

Konkonal,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and .'  ay  j  :  I  am  one  of  the  head- 
meu  of  the  tribe  of  XeUuskin  village.  Am  GO  years  of  age.  Was  born 
at  an<l  have  lived  at  Killisnoi)  all  my  life.  Ha  /e  always 
iiiiide  it  my  business  to  catch  herring  and  make  oil, 
which  I  have  dis])oscd  of  to  Indians  of  other  tribes,  who  come  a  long 
distaiuie  to  buy  it.  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  any 
fur  fjeal  being  in  the  inland  waters  around  Chatham 
Sound  or  any  other  place  in  Alaska.  Nor  have  1  ever 
heard  of  any  seal  being  hauled  up  on  any  of  the 
islands  or  on  the  coast  of  southeiistern  Alaska.  Had 
a;iy  seal  hauled  up  on  the  hind  or  islands  of  southeastern  Alaska  I 
would  have  known  it  by  hearing  the  Indians  from  other  tribes  talking 
about  it  who  came  to  buy  oil.    That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Konkonal,  his  x  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1.3th  day  of  April,  1802. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Kxptfrit'nce. 


No  Hcals  ill  iiiliinti 

WllttTS. 

Do  not  liaiil  up  on 
coast. 
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252  TESTIMONY 

Deposition  of  Billy  Nah-hooj  tmder  in  oil  and  Jinhcrman. 

PELAGIO   SEALING. 


ICxperitiiico. 


Billy  Nali-lioo,  boiiijj  duly  sworn,  doposos  ami  says:    I  am  about  35 
years  old.    Was  born  at  and  r<'sid«'  at  Killisnoo  all  my 
lite.     Am  by  o('eu]>ation  a  iierrinu'  tislierman  an<l  oil 
maker,   wliicli  oil    I   sell    to    otlier   tribes  of   Indians.     I    have   vis- 
ited  all   the   islands    between    here   and    Sitka   and   in    other  i>art8 
of  the  sound,  and  have  never  seen  any  fur  seal  in  the  waters  in  my 
life.    Never  heard  of  anv  fur  seal  i>ui>b('in2' born  in  tlie 

Nil  Iiolagic  birth.  '   ,  ,  ,    ,  if  i-  i   i         i- 

!>..  Mi.tTiaiii  iij.  on   water,  nor  have  I  heard  ot  any  tur  seal  iiauliny  uj)  on 
'"'"'•  the  land  or  islands  in  southeastern  Alaska  ov  any  wliere 

else.  Had  i)U]>s  lu>en  born  in  the  water  oi-  seals  hauled  up  on  the  land 
on  any  iiait  of  the  eoast  it  would  certainly  be  known  to  the  Indians 
and  I  wouhl  have  heard  of  it.    I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

Ills 

Billy  x  Nah-hoo. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peteu  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Keath  Riley,  laborer,  fisherman,  trader, 

PELAGIC    SEALING. 

Kesth  Riley,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  40  years  old; 
born  and  reside  at  Killisnoo.    Am  now  working  for  the 
Experience.  wliitc  men  ill  suiiimer  and  catching  herring  for  making 

oil  in  the  winter.     8ell  the  oil  to  the  other  tribes  of  In- 
dians.   I    have    yisited    the  dirterent  islands  in  the 
No  poiagic  birth,     g^uiid,  and  never  knew  any  fur-seal  to  be  born  in  the 
water  or  on  any  of  the  islands  in  southeastern  Alaska.    If  any  seal  had 
hauled  uj)  on  any  of  the  islands  in  southeastern  Alaska, 
I  shouhl  have  known   it.    They  would  certaiidy  have 
been  seen  by  some  Indians,  and  they  would  have  re- 
ported it  to  all.     Have  never  seen  a  fur-seal  in  Chatham  Sound  or  any 
of  the  inlets  oil'  the  sound  in  my  life,    llave  got  no  more  to  say. 

liiH 

Kesth  x  Riley. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


Do  uot  haul  upon 
land. 


TAKKN    NEAR    CITATFIAM    SOIXD.  253 

Deposition  of  Shurklean,  phjinivian^Jisherman,  tnuh-r  in  oil. 
PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Slmckloan,  boiiiff  duly  sworn,  (Irposes  and  .s.qys:  Was  born  and  liave 
lived  at  Killisnoo  all  my  life.     Am  (»0  years  of  ajie.     I 
was  a  doctor  most  of  my  life,  but  have  given  it  ujt,  and      Kxiim.n.c. 
I  n<)W  cat<tli  lierring  an«l  make  oil.    Tlie  oil  I  sell  to 
the  people  of  other  tribes,  wjio  come  a  iony  ways  to  |>urclias<'  it  from 
nu'.     Have  been  <lowu  to  Sitka,  and  on  all  islands  aud   inlets  around 
Chatham  Sound,  and  have  never  seen  aiiv  fnr  seal   in      ,,.„,        ,    , 

my  lite,  nor  liave  1  ever  heard  ot  any  fur  seal  n«'ing   iiimi  n\ oasi  ..t 

hauled  uj)  on  any  of  the  islands  or  rocks  anmnd  •''»"''""  ^"""■'' 
Chatham  Sound.  Nor  have  I  ever  seen  any  man  who  said  he  ev«'r  saw 
a  fur-seal  pup  in  his  life.  Have  never  seen  an  ln<lian  belonying  to 
any  tribe  who  said  he  evei'  saw  or  heard  <)f  a  fur-seal  hanling  up  on 
the  land  anywhere  in  southern  Alaska.  The  Indians  who  (tome  licre 
to  tra<le  with  me  and  our  peoj)le  come  long  distances,  and  had  there 
been  a  fur-seal  rookery  in  any  part  of  Alaska,  my  jteople  an<l  myself 
would  have  known  it.     I  can  say  no  more. 

Shicklean,  his  .\  nmrk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

rETEU  CUUROH, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  <lay  of  A])ril,  1S()2. 

A.  W.  Lavi:ni)EI{, 
United  /States  Treasury  Ayent. 


Deposition  of  Ynan  Sianoeh,  herring  fisherman. 


pelagic  sealing. 

Yuan  Slauocli,  being  duly  sworn,  depo.ses  and  says: 
old;  born  aud  have  lived  in  Killisnoo  all  my  life.     My 
business  is  that  of  catching  herring  and   making  oil, 
and  choi)i)ing  wood.    I  sell  the  oil  to  the  people  of  «»th('r 
tribes.     When  following  my  oi'('ni)ation  1  visit  all  the  islands  and  inlets 
of  Chathauj  Sound  and  have  never  seen  or  taken  a  fur-seal  in  my  life. 
Nor  have  I  heard  of  any  fur-seal  pup  being  born  in  the 
water  nor  on  the  land  in  or  around  Chatliam   Sound, 


Am  35  years 

Kxptriuiice. 


No  |it'lii;;ir,  liirlli. 


nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  any  fur-seal  hauling  up  on  ^J^'^j ""'  '"'"'  "i>  <>" 
tlu'  land  or  rocks  anywhere  around  Chatham  Sound. 
The  people  who  I  sell  oil  to  come  from  a  long  distance,  and  1  have  never 
heard  them  say  that  they  hail  seen  fur-seal  lianh-d  up  on  the  land  any- 
where, and  they  would  have  told  nu'  and  otheis  of  our  people  had  they 
seen  any.     1  don't  know  anything  more  about  seals. 

his 

Yuan  x  Slano(Jil 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  Ciiukcii, 

United  States  Interpreter. 
A.  W.  Lav  under. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  1S02. 

\.  W.  Lavknder, 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 
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254  TESTIMONY    TAKKN    NEAR    CHATITAM    SOUND. 

Deposition  of  TvhcfClud;  her riiuf -^fisher  anti  ii'oodvhopper. 
PELAfJK!   SEALINa. 

Tdu'tCliak,  bciiiji'  duly  sworn,  deposes  iind  snys:    Wiis  born  at  Kil- 

lisnoo  and  have  li\o;l  Iiere  all  my  lifo.     Am  now  a  very 

Kxpiii.ii.o.  old  man.     My  oi'ciipation  is  rliatof  a  lierrin}>-tislieraiid 

wood-('lio]>i»'r.     IlaA'c  visited  all  the  islands  aiul  iidets 

in  Cliiitliani  Sound  and  other  parts  of  southeastern  Alaska.     Ifave 

,     never  seen   fur-seal  ii'  the  inland   watei'S,  nor  have  I 

Jvcvrr  seen    seals  ,  i      <•  i      •         ii  i  i    i  i      i- 

ill  iiiiiiiiii  wiitcrs.  nor  ever  iieiutl  or  any  being  there,  nor  have  1  heard  or  or 
iiciii.i..riiiniiiiaiiiiiijt  _s„.j.„  jjiiy  i,.,„i  „p  J,.,  ti,y  land,  anv  ishind,  or  rock  on  or 

off  the  coast  of  Ahiskn.  In  my  busi".ess  of  makinj; 
lierring  oil,  which  I  disjtose  of  to  the  peoi>Ie  of  the  different  tribes 
alon.n-  the  coast,  1  should  have  heard  of  seal  beinj>'  hauled  uj)  <ai  any 
island  uv  rock  alonji'  the  <'oast  of  Alaska,  had  there  been  any,  for  it  is 
customary  for  tlu^  people  of  one  tribe  to  tell  the  jteople  of  another  all 
they  know.     I  have  no  more  to  say. 

ToHET-CiiAFC,  his  X  mark. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peteu  (Ihuuch, 

United  States  Tnterpretcr. 
A.  VV.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  1802. 

A.  W.    liAViONDEK, 

United  tStates  Treasury  Ayent. 


Deposition  of  Anna-tlas,  chief  of  Takou  ludians. 

HABITS. 

Anna-tlas,  chief  of  the  Takou  ti-ibe  of  rndinns,  beinjT  duly  sworn, 

dei)oses  and  says:   Have  always  been  chief  of  this  tribe.     Have  never 

been  seal  buntinj>'  in  inv  life.     Mvself  and  tribe  }>o  to 

Kxi».ii..i..o.  ^,,^.  j.^j.j^j.  .,^  ^ju,  .,^  \v,..",„o(.|  and 'trade  with  the  Killis- 

noo  Indians  for  oil.     Have  never  seen  a  fur-seal  in  all  my  travels  up 

and  down   the  coast.     Have  never  heard  of  fur-seal 

sruisdoiiotiiaiiiiii.  iiaulini"'  ui)   on  any  part  of  the  coast.     If  seal  had  been 

hauled    up    on  any  part  of  the  coast  I  should  have 

been  told  of  it  by  the  ]»eoi)le  of  other  tribes  with  whom  I  have  come  in 

contact  <luriny'  the  long  years  of  my  life.     That  is  all  1  have  to  say. 

Anna-tlas,  his  x  nuirk. 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
Peter  ('iiurch. 

United  States  fnterprcter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14tb  day  of  April,  1S02. 

\.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


ife:;;: 


TESTIMONY  TAKl'N  AT  OR  NliAR  SITKA. 


Jhposifion  of  A(him  Aifouhrr,  natiir  snilrr  at  Sitlca. 
VKhA.(.iW  SKALlNG—MKi RATION. 

Adiiiii  Ayoiikcc,  bciii;;'  duly  sworn,  deposes  iiiid  says:  I  am  alxmtOO 
yt'aisold;  Ixnii  at  and  rt'sidc  in  Sitka.  Am  by  occnpatinn  a  liiinhT. 
Hunt  seal  in  suininci'  and  deer  in  winter  rver  sine*'  I  was  a  small  itoy. 
Seal  arc  llist  seen  and  taken  by  me  each  year  ott'  Sitka  S<»nn<l,  about 
tlie  middle  of  April.  Nave  followed  them  as  far  nortli  as  (!ape  I'^dwaid, 
where  tlieydisa  i>i)ear  about. I  iine.'JO.  Theyareeonstantly  on  the  advance 
iil»the  coast.  When  I  was  a  boy,  seal  were  speared  amoufj-  the  islands  in 
Sitka  Sound,  but  iiowthc.  fewthat<;omealon<>the  coast  we  are  oblij^cd  to 
}»'ofarout  t(»sea  in  order  to  j;et.  Ilavealwaysuseda  shotgun  andritlein 
taking  seal  since  a  youny  man.     1   rarely  lose  any  seal   I  shoot,  as  1 


>oat. 


Most  all 

|il'c';:ll;lllt 


never  shoot  at  them  unless  they  Jire  very  close  to  the 
seal  that  I  have  killed  have  been  prej;nant  cows.    Have 
taken  a  few  nnile  seals  trom  1  to  4  yeais  old,  1  think. 
Have  never  killed  an  old  bull.     Tlie  sex  ol'  seal  can 
not  be  told  in  the  water.    I  shoot  everytliinji'  that  coines 
near  the  boat.     W^hen  a  seal  is  killed  dead,  he  will  sink 
very  (piick,  whi»'h  is  the  reason  1  never  shoot  them  unless  they  are  so 
near  the  boat  that  lean  secure  them.     Sealare always  shot  in  tlu'  head 
when  possible. 
1  have  noticed  that  seal  havedecreased  very  rapidly  in  the  last  three 


MiKsll.V 

rows  Uillcd. 

Iiiilis)  riiiiiiiatc  kill- 
iiiK. 


DtMTcaHl'. 

Nut   liorii   in   water 


years,  owiny  to  too  many  schooners  enj;aji'«d  in  sealing 
alonji'  the  coast  of  Alaska  and  Bering  Sea.  Have 
never  known  of  pups  beinji'  born  in  the  water  or  any- 
where else  (Ui  the  coast  outside  of  the  l*ribih)f  Islands. 
Have  never  known  of  fur-seals  hanlinj*-  up  <m  the  land  iiani  up  on  tiii>  Aias 
on  the  coast  of  Alaska.  Have  seen  tliem  haul  up  on  "^"n/iMTupon  ciibiiof 
the  Pribilof  Islands.     H' pelagic  sealiu};' was  stoi>pe<l  in    i<*\i>t>i\ 


or  on  coa.st. 
Kill- 


ills    till 


not 


P.eri 


ni"'  Sea  ami  the  I'acific  Ocean,  seals  would  become 


I'roli'i'tion 


plentiful  once  more  and  the  natives  of  Alaska  could  again  make  niom'y 
by  catching  them. 

IiIh 

Adam  x  Avonkee. 

luurk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

GE()E(iE  KA«TR0METTN0FF, 

UuUed  tStates  Court  Interpreter. 
Subscribed  and  isworn  to  before  me  tliis  l>th  day  of  April,  1802. 

A.  VV.  IjAVKNUKIf, 

United  tStates  Treasury  Affcnt. 
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lJi2)o.sit!on  <>/  CharJrs  Ctnuphcll,  vaptain  xchmmcr  Vnihriiid,  .sialimj  in 
yortli  t'acijic  ainl  llcihiy  iSeu. 

PELA(nO   SKALING,  MKiBAliON. 

diaries  Campbell,  captain  of  tlio  Uritisli  scIicoiht  J'vihn'uti,  hv'iua 
(Inly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Have  «(iminan<led  said  sciiooncr  tln'  last 
twoy<>ars.  Jlavebeeneiigajied  in  sealinj>'  in  llic  North  PaciMcOcean  and 
JJerinji'  Sea.  First  seen  and  taken  seal  by  me  oil'  the  Columbia  IJiver  in 
February.  The  seal  are  constantly  advaiieiiif?  nj*  the  coast.  We  fol- 
low tli(^  seal  ui>  the  coast  nntil  we  enter  tiie  sea  about  .Inly  (i.  The  l*ar- 
k«'rsliotj;nii  is  used  by  iiieext-lusively.  1  have  seven  hunters  an<l  seven 
boats;  twenty-three  men  all  t(»hl  on  the  vt'ssel.     Experienced  hunters 

lose  very  few  seal  tiiat  are  shot,  but  bej>inners  lose  u 
niahs  Willi  vmi'^^^^^^       K'^'"*    nuinbcr.     Majority  of  s«'als  taki'u  are  females 

with  yonnj^'.     Wecaujilita  larj>e  number  of  ]nii)s  in  the 

Niirsiiif;  i.iuaicH  early  i>art  of  the  season.    J)id  not  take  paiti<ular  no- 

•""'''•  tice  of  the  sex.     Have  killed  cows  with  milk  about  <iO 

miles  off  the  IMibilof  Islands.     A  few  old  bulls  were  killed  by  me  uist 

,   , seas<»n.     Can  not  distinjiuish  the  sex  of  the  seal  in  the 

IiKliHirninicilc  kill-  .  ^   •       ii  e  ■  i     i      ii       i  •    i     •       x    i  i 

111}..  water,  excei)t  m  the  case  of  an  <*ld   bull  which  is  told 

I'liii.s  licit  imin  ill  ^*>'  ^^^  '^'^'*^''     ' ^^'  ""*  <b''«'iiniination  but  kill  everythinj;- 

wilier  iKir  iiiivwiitic  that  coiiics  iicar  the  boat  in  shape  ol'  a  seal     Have 

laild.!.''''   ''"'""'  '"  '"«ver  known  any  seal  pups  to  be  born  in  the  water, 

.    ,  nor  on  the  coast  anvwhcre  outside  of  the  Pribilofis- 

Dii  lint  liiiiil  nil  lint-    1III  'i  1.1.11  1 

8i(ieriibiioii.siami.s.    laiids,    liave  never  Kiown  seal  to  haul  up  anywhere 
outside  of  the  Tribilof  Islands. 

ClIABLlOS   CAMPUELL. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  betbre  me,  this  .{(Ith  day  (►f  April,  1892. 

A.   W.   LAVIINDIOK, 
United  IStdten  Treasury  Atjeut. 


Deposition  of  Simeon  Cliiiil-oo-tin,  scaler. 


Miuiatioii. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Simeon  Chin-kno  tin,  leinj*'  duly  sworn,  de])eses  and  says:  T  am  00 
y«'ars  old;  was  horn  and  reside  at  Sitka,  and  am  by 
E.\i>tii.!U(u.  oc(Uj)ation  a  seal  hunter;  have  been  eiifiaged  in  that 

business  since  1  was  a  small  boy.  About  the  middle  of 
Ai)rii  the  tir.-t  seal  are  seen  and  taken  by  me  oft'Sitkii 
iSouiid.     At  this  time  the  seal  are  advancing;'  u]»  the 

coast.     In  early  days  the  sjtear  was  used  in  taking  seal,  but  now  the 

shotgun  and  riiie  are  used  exclusively.     IS'o  i-eal  were  lost  when  stnu-k 

with  spear.  Fifty  per  ci'iit  are  lost  when  killed  with  shotgun,  and  a 
larger  i»rop(»rtion  are  lost  when  ritle  is  used.     Most  of 

iroKi'miVi''LiViL\'^^'''  f't^  inii\\>i  killed  by  me  have  been  females  with  young. 
They  sleep  more  and  are  less  active  and  more  easily 

captured.     The  few  male  seals  taken  by  me  I  do  not  kinnv  their  ages. 

Quite  a  number  of  yearlings  are  taken,  the  majority  of  which  are  females; 
have  taken  a  few  bulls  in  my  life;  sex  of  the  seal  can 

^^miuciimimit«kiii-   „„j  ^^^,  ^^^|,,  j„  ^^^^,  ^^..^^^,^.  ^^^^]^,^^  j^  \.^.  .,n  old  bull.     All 

Bcal  are  shot  that  come  near  the  boat  regardless  of  sex. 


progii 


TAKEN   AT   OR   NEAR   8ITKA. 


2")? 


IttflcaHL'. 

ril|)H    IKit    ImiI'II     in 

wiittT.    iiiir   (III    Iniiil 
uuywlivni  in  Aliinkik 

l)4Mint  Imiil  ii|i  flmt 
wliiH'  lliiin  on  I'riiti 
lilt'  l.sliinilM. 

ri'otfftion. 


VVlion  seal  are  shot  dead  tlu'y  alnutst  instantly  sink  and  a.o  liard  to 

sccurt*;  havr  noticed  the  seal  arc  deereasinj-'  very  fast 

the  last  four  years;  too  many  s<*hoon(!rs  are  hunting 

them  in  the  open  waters  of  the  i'aeilie  Ocean  an<l  IJering 

Sea ;  have  never  known  or  heard  of  pui)  seals  being  born 

in  the  water,  nor  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska ;  have 

never  known  of  any  seals  hauling  up  on  the  land  uu  this 

coast  elsewhere  than  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.     I  think 

that  if  the   si'liooncrs  were  prohibited  fmni  hunting 

seal  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and  licringSca  the  seal 

would  soon  become  plentiful  along  the  coast. 

liiH 

Simeon  x  Ciiinkootin. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 

George  Kastro^ietinoff, 

United  tSUitcs  Ci>nrt  Inferjn'eter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  Ajiril,  1892. 

A.  VV.  Lavender, 
United  Staten  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Peter  Church,  Healer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Peter  Church,  being  <luly  sworn,  deiioses  and  says:  I  was  born  at 
Sitka;  am  22  years  old, and  am  by  occupation  a  hunter. 
Have  been   engaged  in  sealing  the  past  four  years       ^pt^'wco. 
in  the  North  Pacitic   Ocean,  always   in    the   capacity  of  a  hunter. 
Have  Hrst  taken  seal  off  Sitka  Sound  the  middle  of  April.    Followed 
the  seal  up  the  coast  as  far  as  Yakutat,  where  they 
disjippeared  the  last  of   June.      Have  always  used     ^'K""'"" 
shotgun  and  rifle.    1  think  about  .W  i)er  cent  of  the  seals  shot  with 
shotgun  are  lost,  and  a  greater  proportion  are  lost  when 
shot  with  a  rifle.    Most  of  the  seals  taken  by  me  have  ....^eftliken':*^"'"'"'" 
been  fenmles  with  young.    I  think  the  female  seal  is     ' 
less  active  and  more  easily  a]>proached.    A  few  male  seals  have  been 
taken  by  me,  their  ages  ranging  from  one  to  Ave  years  ohl.    Killed 
three  large  bulls  during  my  life.    The  sex  of  the  seal  can  not  be  dis- 
tinguished in  the  water.     I  shoot  everything  that  comes  near  enough. 
If  seal  are  instantly  killed  they  will  sink  very  quick,  and  are  harder 
to  secure  under  those  (conditions  than  they  wcmld  be  if  badly  wounded. 
Have  noticed  that  seal  are  becoming  very  scan-e  on  the 
coast  the  last  few  years.  The  cause  of  the  scarcity  of  the 
seal,  1  think,  is  that  too  nuuiy  schooners  in  the  North     i„aigcriuiiuatc  km 
Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea,  and  the  indiscriminate  inf?. 
killing  of  fenmles  with  jiup  in  the  water.    Never  have 
known  any  pups  to  be  born  in  the  water,  nor  have  I 
ever  known  fur-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere 
on  the  coast  of  Alaska.     I  think  all  ])elagic  sealing 
should  be  stopped,  so  that  seal  would  have  a  chance 
to  increase. 

Peter  Church 


Decrease. 


I'u])8   not  born   in 
water. 

Do  not  haul  up  on 
lanil. 

Protection. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 

-   •    ,  -  United  States  Treasury  Agent. 

271G— VOL  II 17 


;!i  ;' 


t- 


II 


«1  p 


258 


TESTIMONY 


J>ej>onitiuH  of  John  C.  Clement,  ncaler,  one  tieason  on  Mollie  Adamn. 

pelaok;  .sealing. 

John  C.Clemoiit,bein}j(l'ily  sworn,  (leposos  and  says:  I  reside  at  Sitka; 
am  25  years  old.  Have  limited  seal  one  season  on  the 
schooner  Mollie  Adams  in  the  North  Paciifie  Ocean  and 


Exjierlnico. 


lierinff  Sea.    Have  caufjiht  seal  all  alonjj  the  coast  from  Ca])e  Flattery  to 

the  I'ribilof  Islands,  usin  j;  the  shot;;un  exclnsively.    Over  SO  per  cent  are 
^^  lostwhen  shot  with  shotgun.  Most  of  the  seals  taken  are 

i.mi  "«*'i»k?n.*''"'"  *  cows  witli  ])ai>.  Tlic  sex  can  not  be  told  in  the  water,  and 
all  are  shot  that  (!ome  near  the  boat.  No  dis(!riinination 
is  nsed;  hnnters  kill  everything  they  see.  Never  have 
known  or  heard  of  pnps  being  born  in  the  water  or 
elsewhere  ontside  the  I'ribilof  Islands.  Have  never 
known  or  heard  of  fnr-seals  hanling  np  on  the  land  on 

this  coast  elsewhere  than  the  I'ribilot  Islands.  I  think  the  indiscrim- 
inate killing  of  seals  in  Bering  Sea  is  the  canse  of  their 
scarcity  along  the  coast,  and  if  pelagic  sealing  was 

stoppt'd  altogether,  the  seal  wonld  then  become  plentifnl. 

John  C.  Clement. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  <lay  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  IStates  Treasury  Agent. 


nulixcriininatu  kill- 
illLT. 

ru]is   not   bom  in 
wntor. 
Do  not  haul  up  on 

COllHt. 


I'roti'i'tion. 


coast. 


Deposition  of  Hoonah  Dick,  sxibchief  of  Hooniah  Indians. 
pelagic  sealing. 

Hooniah  Dick,  being  duly  sworn, deposes  and  says :  Born  at  Sitka ;  am 

about  40  years  old.  Have  been  living  in  Hoonah  ten 
Experience.  years,   and    am    no^v    subchief   of  the  Hoonah    In- 

dians. Have  hunted  seal  for  three  years  from  Cross  Sound  to  Yaku- 
tat.  Always  use  the  shotgun  and  rifle  for  taking  seal.  Always 
shoot  the  seal  close  to  the  boat  and    rarely  lose  one,  but  when 

shot  at  with  the  rifle  I  lose  a  good  many.     1  have 

No  iiciamc  biitii.      never  known  of  a  pup  seal  being  born  in  the  water  or 

on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.    Never 

have  heard  of  any  fur-seal  being  hauled  up  on  the 
Do  not  haul  up  on  goast  or  rocks  of  Alaska  other  than  on  the  Pribilof 

Islands.  Have  traveled  from  Hoonah  to  Fort  Simp- 
son and  north  as  far  as  Chilcat  throngh  all  the  channels  and  sounds 
in  southeastern  Alaska,  and  I  come  in  contact  with  the  people  of  many 
tribes  of  Indians  and  I  have  never  heard  them  say  that  they  had  ever 

seen  or  heard  of  a  fur-seal  being  hauled  up  on  any 
coast.""*  ''""'  "^  ""  P»i"*  of  the  coast  or  on  any  of  tlie  islands  along  the 

coast  of  Alaska.  Had  they  ever  known  of  a  rookery 
of  fur-seal  in  any  part  of  Alaska  I  should  have  known  it.  I  know  no 
more  about  seal  than  what  I  have  saitU 

his 

Hoonah  x  Dick. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
Peter  Church, 

United  States  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  April,  1892, 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


TAKEN   AT   OR    NEAK    SITKA. 


25!) 


DcpoHiiion  of  John  Jhhrn,  Hcaler  {hoatpuUfir). 

PELAOIC    SEALING. 

Sitka,  Alaska,  Mny  18,  isi)3. 

John  Doliru,  beiii^  duly  .sworn,  depost'.s  and  say.s:  Tliat  he  is  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  has  been  enjiaj^cd  in  seal  hunting         ^ 
during  the  present  season  on  the  schooner  Laltorailor,  of      ''''""^  *"'"'' 
Vancouver,  British  Colundua,  in  the  (rapacity  of  boat- 
puller;  that  to  the  best  of  his  kuowledg*!  and  belief     Kiyhty    i.or    cent 
about  eight  of  every  ten  seals  killed  in  i>elagic  sealing  '"'"'"  '''"'"•'"»• 
are  females,  and  that  twice  as  many  seals  are  lost  as     waste  of  uto. 
are  captured. 

JOUN  DOIIBN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  18th  day  of  May,  1892. 

[SEAX,.J  ClIAS.    II.    ISIIAM, 

Deputy  Clerk,  United  tStates  lUtttnct  Court  of  Almka. 


Kxporience. 


MiKi'utioii. 


'■■  •      Deposition  of  James  (fondoicen,  native  Healer, 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

James  Gondoweu,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  30  years 
old ;  born  at  Killisnoo  and  reside  at  Sitka.  Am  by  occupation  a  hunter, 
hunting  seal  every  summer  and  deer  every  winter  since 
I  was  a  small  boy.  Hunted  one  season  on  schooner 
Sitka.  Have  hunted  seal  between  Sitka  and  Cross  sounds.  They  tirst 
appear  about  middle  of  this  mcmth  and  disappear  about 
the  last  of  June.  Have  always  used  shotgun  and 
ritie  for  taking  seal.  About  50  per  cent  are  lost  when  killed  with  a  shot- 
gun and  a  larger  per  cent  when  ritie  is  used.  Most  of 
the  seals  killed  are  cows  with  pup.  A  few  males  are  nu^fes  kiiiouT'""' '"' 
killed  averaging  from  1  to  4  years  old.  Have  killed  but 
one  old  bull  in  my  life.  A  few  yearlings  are  taken,  the  majority  of  which 
are  females.  Can  not  distinguish  sex  of  seal  in  the  water.  Hunters 
use  no  discrimination,  and  killed  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat. 
When  seal  are  shot  in  the  head  and  instantly  killed  they  will  sink  at 
once  and  are  hard  to  secure  under  those  conditions. 
Have  noticed  that  seals  are  decreasing  the  last  four 


i^ !! 


Decrease. 


Bering 
again 


I'ups    not   liorn  in 


Do  not  haul  up  ex- 
(•ei)t  ou  I'nbilof  Is- 
lauils. 


Protection. 


years,  cause,  I  think,  by  too  many  white  men  hunt- 
ing seal  in  the  waters  of  the  Pacitic  Ocean  and  Bering  ^vat^Toronlamlaro'un^l 
Sea.    Have  never  known  any  pups  to  be  born  in  the  wa-  ^^ '"«'"'• 
ter  or  on  the  laud  around  the  coast  of  Alaska.    Never 
known  any  fur-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  or  on  the 
c»)ast  elsewhere  than  on  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

Think  if  all  pelagic  sealing  was  stopped  in 
Sea  and  the  North  Pacifio  Ocean  seal  would 
become  plentiful. 

his 

James  x  Gondowen, 

mark 

'    Witness  to  his  mark. 

George  Kastrometinoff, 

United  States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A,  W.  Lavender, 
-      ' United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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TESTIMONY 
Vepuaition  of  W.  J\  (Jtijfith,  ncaler. 

I'ELAOIC   MEALIMU. 


SiTKA,  Alaska,  May  18, 18!)3. 
W.  P.  Giiffltli,  bi'injj  duly  hwoiii,  th'iMises  and  siiys  lie  is  Ainericau 
boni,  und  hii8  Ik^cii  eiipi^iHl  in  scaling- diiriii)^  the  prustMit  season  on 
the  schooner  /i«/wnw/(>r,ot' Vaneouver,  liritish  Cohnubia, 
in  eaparity  of  liunter.  To  the  best  othis  knowledge  and 
beliet  about  seven  of  every  ten  seals  killed  in  pelagic 
sealing  are  females.  That  in  pelagic  sealing  twice  as 
many  seals  are  lost  as  are  captured. 

W.  P.  Geiffth. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  18tli  day  of  May,  1892. 

[SEAL.J  ClIAS.   H.  ISHAM, 

Deputy  Clerkf  United  States  Dint.  Court  of  Alaska. 


Kxpft-lKUct*. 

70 1)01'  cuut  tukon  I'u 
luuluM. 

WuHto  uf  life. 


Migratiuu. 


Deposition  of  E.  Hofstud,  sealer  and  mate  of  schooner  Clara, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

E.  llofstad,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at  Sitka 
My  present  occupation  is  that  of  a  seal  hunter.    Am 
Kxptriiuif.         ^^  present  mate  of  the  sealing  schooner  Clara,  of  Sitka. 
Have  hunted  seal  in  the  North  I'acitic  Ocean  for  the  past  three  years. 
Have  seen  and  taken  the  first  seal  oflF  the  west  coast 
of  Vancouver  Island  in  Ai)ril.    The  seals  then  are  on 
the  advance  up  the  coast.    I  now  use  shotgun  exclu- 
sively for  taking  seal.    I  think  that  60  per  cent  of  the  seal  shot  with 
shotguns  are  lost.    When  rifles  are  used  a  still  larger 
MoHt  oil  imguunt  per  ceut  is  lost.    Most  all  seals  taken  are  females 
feiimics.  ^vith  young.    I  think  the  females  sleep  more  on  the 

water  and  are  less  active  and  are  more  easily  taken  than 
the  male.    A  few  male  seal  are  taken.    I  would  say  they  are  generally 
3  or  4  years  old.    A  few  yearlings  are  killed,  mostly  females.    About 
five  bull  seal  are  killed  out  of  every  hundred  taken.    The  sex  of  seal 
can  not  be  distinguished  in  the  water  unless  it  be  an 
iiHiiscrimiiiato kill,  ^y^^^  ]^j^j]     ^^y  discrimination  is  used  in  taking  seal; 

'"*'■  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat  is  killed.    When 

seal  are  killed  dead  they  sink  very  quick,  especially  if  killed  when  they 
tirst  put  their  head  above  water,  as  they  do  not  have  a  chance  to  take 
breath.  Most  all  seal  are  shot  in  the  head  when  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 
Seals  have  decreased  very  fast  the  last  three  years. 
The  decrease  is  caused,  I  tliink,  by  the  indiscriminate 
killing  of  seals  in  the  natei .  Ilave  never  known  a  puj) 
to  be  born  in  the  wate\  o;  anywhere  else  on  the  coast 
of  Alaska.  Have  nev»^v  known  fur-seal  to  haul  out  on 
the  land  anywhere  on  the  coast  of  Alaska.  Have 
never  been  in  Bering  Sea.  1  think  that  the  only  way  the  seal  can  ever 
become  plenty  again  is  to  stop  all  pelagic  sealing  in 
Bering  Sea. 

E.   HOFSTAD. 


Dc';rea80. 


Nu  pelagic  birtliH. 

Do  not  haul  out  uii 
luud. 


Protection. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


TAKKN  AT  OR  NEAR  SITKA. 
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Deposition  of  I'vtrif  Ktihikhlat/,  Hculer. 


FKLAOId  SKALINO. 


Percy  Kaliiktday,  bcinj;'  duly  sworu,  deposes  and  says:  Am  4S  years 
old;  \vasl»(>rii  at  anil  reside  lit  Sitka.     Have  hunted  seal 
every  suintner  since  I  was  a  small  boy.  I  lave  never  been      KxpiTimicu. 
to  Herinji'  Sea.    Tlu'  sc  »ls  first  make  tiieir  appearanee 
about  tlu'!  middle  of    Vpiil  nil   Sitka  Hound,  and  dis- 
appear about  duly  1.     Tlicy  are  then  on  their  way  up      ■"«'■""""• 
the  eoast.    The  spear  and  arr(»\v  was  used  to  take  seal  when  I  was  a 
boy,  but  now  I  use  the  shotyun  and  rifle.    At  least  ">()  per  <'ent  are  lost 
when  shot  with  shotyun.     When  riHe  is  used  a  larjjer  i»roportion  of  seal 
are  h)st.    Most  of  the  seal   1   have  tak.ii   have  been 
prejjnant  e«>ws.    When  the  females  ar»' with  pup  they  cowriiikln.  *'''*'''''''*^ 
sleep  more,  are  less  active  in  the  water,  and  more  easily 
approached  than  the  male  seal.    But  a  very  few  youuf^  male  seal  are 
taken  by  me  along  the  coast.    If  a  seal  is  killed  when  its  head  first  comes 
above  water,  it  sinks  at  once.     Under  those  conditions  they  are  hard 
to  secure.    Seal  are  always  shot  in  the  head  wlu^n  possible,  but  never 
miss  a  shot  at  them  if  oidy  a  small  part  of  the  body  is  exposed.    Have 
noticed  that  seal  are  decreasing  very  fast  the  last  few 
years  along  the  coast,  caused,  1  think,  by  pelagic  hunt- 
ing.   JIave  never  known  of  a  fur-seal  pup  being  l>orn 
in  the  water,  or  along  this  coast.     Have  noNcr  known 
afar-sealtohauluponthe  land  anywhere  ontlie  Alaskan 
coast.    Think  the  seals  are  most  all  killed  by  the  pelagic  """"' 
serl  iiunters  in  the  waters  of  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  so  far  from  the 
land  that  the  Indian  hunters  have  no  chance  to  get  any  in  canoes,  as 
he  only  goes  a  short  distance  from  the  shore.    And  unless  this  j)elagic 
hunting  is  stopped  in  the  North  racifii;  Ocean  and  . 

Bering  Sea  the  seal  will  so(ni  all  be  gone,  and  the  Indian       ■"(.tection. 
hunters  will  have  to  dig  clams  in  order  to  keep  from  starving. 

Percy  -|-  Kaiiiktday, 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 

George  Kastrometinoff, 

United  /States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


UecroiiHO. 

No  pelneic  birth. 

Do  not  liniil  ii|>  un 


^'iii 


Deposition  of  Philip  Kashevaroff,  sealer. 


pelagic   sealing. — MIGRATION. 

Philip  Kashevaroff,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   Am  47 
years  old;  born  at  and  reside  in  Sitka.    Am  by  occupatiim  a  mariner. 
The  last  yesir  I  si)ent  hunting  seal  <m  the  schooner 
AlHe  Alger.    First  seal  were  seen  off  Sitka  Sound  in     Exporieuce. 
May  by  me.    We  followed  the  seals  sis  far  as  Sand  Point 
on  Unger  Island.    The  shotgun  was  used  altogetlier  for  taking  seal. 


!   ( 
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About  throe  seal  are  secured  out  of  every  ten  shot. 
femX"'*  prpgnnnt  f|^i,p  majority  of  seal  are  cows  with  i)ui).     A'few  males 

are  takeu,  about  four  or  five  years  old.     lu  the  wiuter 

time  some  young  seal  frequent  tlie  inside  iKissnge.     The  si'x  of  the  seal 

, .,..     eau  not  be  told  in  tlie  water  unless  in  the  case  of  an 

Jn<liH<'riiiuiiiit<<  killing;'    iiin         i-i-i.iii        -x  iir  i-         ■      ■ 

^old  bull,  which  is  t<»ld  by  its  size.    We  use  uodiseriuu- 
iiation  in  shooting  seal.    Everything  is  killed  that  conies  near  the  boat 
regardless  of  sex.     If  a  seal  is  shot  and  kiUed  instantly  he  will  siuk 
very  quick.     1  think  the  seal  are  about  as  plentiful 
Decrease.  aloiig  this  cosist,  but  niucli  more  scarce  farther  west. 

The  cause  of  this  scarcity  is  too  much  pelagic  hunting.    Never  have 
No  iM'iajiic  birtii.      sceii  or  heard  of  pups  being  born  in  the  water  or  on 
i).)  not  iiaiii  111)  on  the  cojist  outsido  of  the  I'ribih)f  Islands.    Have  never 
'"'"'■  heard  of  fur-seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  or  on  the  coast 

elsewhere  than  on  the  I'ribilof  Islands.  L;tst  year  I  was  not  in  Bering 
Sea,  but  was  on  the  Russian  side.  Have  taken  cow  seals  full  of  milk 
30  miles  from  Copper  Islands.  Did  not  see  any  big  bulls  (Ui  Attn  Is- 
lands. I  think  if  sealing  in  Bering  Sea  was  stojiped 
and  the  in<liscriininate  killing  of  cows  was  stopped,  seal 
would  again  become  plentiful  along  the  coast.  When  I  Avas  with  the 
Russian  Company  I  spent  six  yv.ns  lookingfor  rookeries,  but  was  unable 
to  find  any  jjlace  where  fur-seal  hauled  out  elsewhere  than  on  the 
Pribilof  Islands. 

Philip  Kashevaroff. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  Ajnil,  1892. 

A.  VV.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


I'rotection. 


Experienci  , 


Migration. 


Deposition  of  Mile  Kethvscincl;  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Mike  Kethusduck,  being  duly  sworn,  deiM>scs  and  says:  Am  50  years 
«)ld;  was  born  at  and  reside  in  Sitka;  aiii  by  occupation 
a  hunter;  have  hunted  seals  every  season  since  I  was 
a  small  boy;  have  first  seen  seal  off  Sitka  Sound  about 
April  1").  They  all  disa|»pear  by  the  last  of  June.  When 
I  first  began  hunting,  spears  and  arrows  were  used 
for  sealing.  Now  the  shotgun  has  come  into  general  use,  and  a  few 
seals  are  taken  with  a  ritle.  Fully  one-half  tlie  seal  shot  with  shot- 
guns are  lost,  and  a  much  laigcr  proporti(>n  when  the. 
rifle  is  nsed.  None  were  lost  when  struck  with  a  spear. 
Most  of  the  seals  taken  by  me  were  females  with  pup; 
think  the  female  is  more  gentle  and  more  easily  taken;  have  taken  a 
few  male  seal  from  one  t()  four  ye«irs  old.  A  very  few  yearlings  have 
been  killed  by  me,  mostly  females.  The  sex  of  the  seal  can  not  be  dis- 
tinguished in  the  water.  Everything  is  shot  that  comes 
Decrease.  j^^.^^.  ^^^^  boat,  regardless  of  sex.     Seal  have  decreased 

very  rapidly  along  this  coast  in  the  last  three  or  four  years.    The  de 
crease  is  caused,  I  think,  by  schooneis  using  shotguns  and  rifles  and 
killing  mostly  female  seals;   have  never  known  any 
pups  to  be  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  coast  of  Alaska; 


Majority  prog 
nant  fe'iialrs. 


No  pelagic  birth. 


TAKEN    AT    OR    NEAR   SITKA. 
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liavp  never  known    any  fur-seal   to  Ininl  out  on  the 

land  on  the  eoast  of  Alaska:  have  heard  that  they  do  oum...  Ailllkan 

haul  out  on  the  Pril>ih>f  Islands.     If  iM'laH:ic  seal  hunt-  "»"•*' 

inff  was  stopped  in  the  waters  of  the  Pa<'iHc  Ocean  and      Proiiiiiiuon. 

Bering  Sea,  seal  would  become  plentiful  oJice  more. 

his 

Mike  x  Kbtuusduck. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 

(lEORGE    KASTROMETINOFF, 

United  IStates  (Umrt  fnix^/prctvr. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1S92. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


.^i'l-^i-  » 


'>^^J! 


Deposition  of  Charlie  Klananeck,  scaler, 

pelagic  sealing. 

Charlie  Klananeck,  beiuf?  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born 
at  Sitka,  and  am  now  a  very  old  inan.  llave  lived 
at  Wrangi'l  twenty  years;  liave  been  a  hunter  all  Kxpononco. 
my  life.  A  lonj>'  time  ajj(>  1  hunted  st'al  with  a  spear, 
but  of  late  years  have  nsed  the  shotjiun.  When  seal 
were  struck  with  a  spear  none  wer<'  lost;  a  jireat  many 
are  h>st  when  the  shotj^un  is  us«'d.  Hunters  always 
kill  all  seal  that  come  near  the  boat,  rejiardless  of  sex. 
Seal  are  bccominji'  very  scarce  on  the  coast.  The  rea- 
son they  aie  becominji'  so  scarce  is  that  hunters  shoot 
them  with  {i'uns,  and  kill  cows  with  puj*.  Have  never 
known  of  fur-seal  pups  beiny  born  in  tin*  water  or  on 
the  coast  of  Alaska,  around  here.  Have  lu'ver  seen 
any  fur-seal  hauled  out  on  the  land  in  any  part  of 
Alaska.  I  think  the  seal  are  hunted  so  much  by 
schooners  that  they  iiave  no  chance  to  j>'et  their  food 
oranythiufi'  else,  and  unless  this  is  stop]>ed  seal  will 
soon  all  be  gone,  and  none  will  be  left  for  the  ln<lians. 

liin 

Charlie  x  Klananeck. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter, 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1S92. 

A.  VV.  IjAvender, 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


IndiHcriniinato  kill- 
iiiK- 

Decronao. 

No  prlaKJi'  liirth. 


Do 
laiiil. 


not  huul  u)>  on 


Protoction. 


Deposition  of  John  Koirineet,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

John  Kowineet,  being   duly  sworn.  de|)oses  and   says:  Am  48  years 
ohl;  born  at  and  reside  in  Sitka;  occupation,  a  hunter 
Have  hunted  seals  every  season  since  1  can  remember 


Kx|«'iU'uro. 


oT-  i_':l    (■"■-1 


Wl 
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w 


Migrntion. 


First  seoii  and  taki'ii  sesil  off  Sitka  Sound ;  about  the  raid- 
dlo  of  April  cacli  year  tlieymake  tlieir  appearance.  They 
are  then  workiiijj  nortliwiird  andwestwaid.  In  early 
days  I  used  8i)eaT  altogether.  Of  late  years  the  shotgun  and  rifle 
liiive  been  used  exclusively.  About  00  ])er  cent  of  the  seal  are  lost 
wlien  shot  with  shotgun.  Wiien  rifles  are  used  a  much  larger  i>ropor- 
tion  is  lost.  Most  all  seal  killed  by  me  have  been  cows 
with  pup.s.  Think  eows  are  much  more  plentiful  on  tin' 
coast;  sleep  more  and  are  more  easily  captured  than 
the  male  seal.  Have  not  killed  a  bull  seal  for  three 
years.  1  liave  taken  a  few  yearlings,  mostly  females. 
1  always  kill  every  seal  that  comes  near  the  boat; 
hunters  use  no  discrimination.  If  seal  are  shot  dead,  they  sink  at  once 
and  it  is  hartl  to  secure  them.  Seal  are  shot  in  tlu'  liead  when  it  is 
l)0ssible  to  <lo  so.  Have  noticed  that  seal  ai-e  decreas- 
ing very  fast  the  last  few  years.  1  think  the  cause  of 
the  decrease  is  tliat  there  are  too  many  scihooners  hunt- 
ing seal  in  IJering  Sea  and  along  the  North  I'aciflccoast. 
Have  never  known  any  i)ups  to  be  born  in  the  water, 
(U- anywhere  elseo?;  the  coast,  but  haveheard  that  they 
are  born  on  the  Pribilof  Islandsand  nowhere  else.  Have 
never  known  any  seal  to  haul  up  on  land  or  on  the 
coast  of  Alaska,  but  have  heard  tiiat  they  haul  up  on 
the  I'ribilof  Islands.  I  think  if  all  vessels  were  stopped 
from  hunting  seal  in  Bering  Sea  and  the  Paciflc  Ocean 
the  seal  would  again  become  plentiful. 

his 

John  x  Kowineet. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark. 

George  Kastrometinoff, 

United  States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  St(ftes  Treasury  Agent. 


Most  all  killril  j)rf<!- 
naiit  t'ciiialex. 


Iniliscriminnte  kill- 
ing. 


Decrease. 


No  pola'',it!  birth. 


Do  not  haul  up  on 
conHt. 


Protection. 


Deposition  of  George  Lacheel;  sealer. 


V 


Experionce. 


Migration. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 

George  Lacheek,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  40  years 
of  age;  Ixn-n  at  and  live  in  Sitka.  Am  by  occupation 
seal  hunter  in  summer  and  deer  hunter  in  winter. 
Have  hunted  seal  ev(!ry  season  since  a  small  boy.  Have 
always  hunted  off  Sitka  Sound.  The  seal  generally 
nndie  their  appearance  about  Aiiril  15  of  each  year. 
They  are  then  advancing  up  the  coast  and  disappear  entirely  about 
July  1.  In  early  <lays  spear  and  arrow  wiis  used  exclusively,  but  now 
the  shotgun  and  rifle  are  used  instead.  About  aO  ])er  cent  of  the  seals 
are  lost  when  shot  with  shotguns;  a  nuicli  larger  per  <'ent  are  lost 
when  shot  with  a  rifle.  Most  ah  seals  that  I  have 
nant1vImaK*H'.''''" ''" *"  takcii  wci'e  COWS  with  pup.  Tliiuk  cows  are  h'ss  active 
ami  requirj'  more  sleep  tiian  the  young  male  stnil.  A 
few  nnile  seal  have  been  taken  by   me  from  one  to  lour  years  old. 


TAKEN   AT   OR   NEAR    SITKA. 
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ffave  never  killed  but  few  ol«l  bulls  in  luy  life.    Tlu'  only  seal  that  can 

be  (listinpuislied  in  the  water  is  the  old  bull,  wliieh  can  be  told  by  its 

size.    Everything  in  shape  of  seal  that  conies  near  the  boat  are  killed 

if  possible,  regardless  of  sex.    Seal,  when  instantly  killed,  will  always 

sink  quick.    I  always  shoot  seal  in  the  head  when  possible.    8eal  are 

not  nearly  as  plentiful  as  in  former  years;  have  noticed     ^  ^ 

the  decrease  in  the  last  three  or  four  years.    Think 

the  cause  of  the  decrease   is  the  great  number  of  schooners  sealing 

in  the  North   Pacific  Ocean  and   Bering  Sea.    Have 

never  heard  of  pups  being  born  in  the  water  or  on  the 

land  along  the  coast  of  Alaska.     Have  never  known  of 

fur-seals   hauling   up  on  the  land  on  the  coast    of 

Alaska,  but  have  heard  that  they  haul  up  on  the  Pribi 

lof  Islands.    I  think  if  schofmers   were  ju'ohibited  from  sealing  in  the 

open  waters  of   Bering  Sea   and  the  North   ra«riti«! 

Ocean,  seal  would  again  become  plentiful  along  this 

coast. 

Iii.s 

George  x  Laoueek. 


No  i)i^lii<(ir  liirtli. 


Fur  s<>alR  <io  nut 
liiiiil  ii|i  (III  Mk'  Alas- 
kan roast. 


I'rotcctioll. 


GP.ORGE   KASTROMETINOFF, 

Unitetl  IStates  Court  Interpreter. 


mark. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1802. 

A.    W.    liAVKNDEll, 

United  8t<(tcs  Trca,si(ry  Ayent. 


Deposition  of   Capt.  A.    W.  Lavender,  special   Treasury  ag&nt  on  St. 

Oeorge  Island. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 


Personally  appeared  before  me,  Capt.  A.  W.  Lavender,  who  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  .am  49  years  of  age,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  a  resident  of  Scotland,  South  Dakota.  I  ^^  ^^. 
am  now,  and  have  been  for  two  years  past,  emi)loyed  ''=?«"«'»<'?. 
as  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department,  assigned  to  duty  as  agent 
in  charge  of  St.  George  Island.  While  in  Unalaska  in  September,  1891, 
awaiting  transportation  to  San  Fi-ancisco,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine personally  the  seal  catch  of  the  steam-sloop  C'A«I-      „,  „ 

I  1  •    1    1       1  1  J  .1.      i-  ii  J  Challtnge,  1891. 

lenge,  which  had  been  warned  out  oi  the  sea,  and  was 

undergoing  repairs  at  the  harbor  named.    The  catch     (,^tg,,   ,„    Boring 

amounted  to  172  skins,  which  were  all  taken  iu  Bering  sea. 

Sea  at  various  distances  frcmi  the  seal  islands,  and  of 

this  number  only  three  were  those  of  male  seals,  one     ^hreo  inaio  senis 

of  these  being  an  old  bull,  and  the  other  two  being  ""  "  "'"'*'^'  °'  ^''^^ 

younger  'iiales. 

A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  .Iinn',  1892. 
[seal.]  (J.  L,  Hooper, 

N^otary  Vublic,  District  of  AlasJca. 
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■     JJeposHhn  of  (Icorge  McAlpine,  sealer  {bont-steerer). 

TELAftlC  SEALING. 

George  Mc Alpine,  being  dnly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 
Juneau.    Spent  the  last  season  on  tlie  Allic  i.  AUjcr,  hunting  seal,  as 

boat-steertn-.  First  seal  were  taken  ott"  Cape  Flattery 
Expcrii'iice.  abont  the  middle  of  February.    We  followed  them  u]) 

the  coast  asfarasMount  Edgecumbe.  Thelastof  April 
we  went  into  Sitka,  and  had  taken  402  seals.    The  shotgun  was  used 

exclusively.  Over  50  per  cent  of  the  seal  shot  were 
iuiu.'m  witl\ pup!'"  **    l*^"''*''    Most  of  the  seal  taken  were  females  with  pup. 

A  few  male  seal  were  killed,  ages  ranging  from  1  to 
5  years.    One  old  bull  was  taken.    Everything  was  killed  that  came 

near  the   boat;   we  did   not  use  any  discrimination. 

Cow  s'^al  with  pup  will  float  hghter  than  a  male  when 

killed.    Never  knew  of  pups  being  born  in  the  water 

nor  anywhere  else.    Never  knew  any  fur-seal  to  haul 


Imliscriminatc  kill 
ing. 

No  pelagic  birth. 


^  Do  not  haul  up  on  up  on  the  laiid  aloiig  the  coast  of  Alaska.     I  think  all 

pelagic  sealing  shcmld  be  stoi>ped  for  a  few  years  in 

Protection.  ordcr  to  givc  the  seals  a  rest,  for  they  are  now  hunted 

eight  months  in  a  year,  and  if  we  expect  them  to  increase  again,  \\q 

must  stop  hunting  tl»v   i  '  i  Bering  Sea  and  the  North  Pacific  Ocean. 

G.  McAlpinb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  .lefore  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  i^tatcs  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  J.  D.  McBonaM,  sealer  {maf(er). 

PEL  AGIO   sealing. 

J.  D.  McDonald,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  reside  at 

Sitka.    Own  and  eomuiand  the  sealing  schooner  A<?pew- 

E»penence.  ^^^,^     j^^  y^^  occupatiou  a  miner  and  hunter.    Have 

been  engaged  in  sealing  two  years.    Have  hunted  fiom  San  Francisco 

to  Kodiak.  First  start  to  hunt  about  the  last  of  March.  They  are  con- 
stantly on  the  move  up  the  coast.  Have  always  used 
Migration.  ^j,p  shotguu  for  sealing.    I  think  Ave  lose  about  60  per 

cent  of  the  seals  shot  with  shotguns.  Most  of  the  seals  taken  by  me 
have  been  females  with  pup.    The  female  seals  are 

feiuXH^keu.*''"""*  <^'as>er  killed  than  the  male,  and  we  aim  to  get  theni. 
A  few  yearlings  have  been  killed  by  me,  mostly  fem<ales. 

The  sex  can  not  be  distinguished  in  the  water  unless  it  be  the  case  of 

an  old  bull,  which  is  distinguished  by  its  size.  Everything  is  killed  in 
the  sha])e  of  a  seal  that  comes  near  the  boat.  We  al- 
ways shoot  seal  in  the  head  when  possible.  Hhead  is 
not  exposed,  we  shoot  them  in  the  most  exposed  part 
When  a  seal  is  killed  instantly,  he  will  sink  at  once, 
and  is  hard  to  se<'ure  under  those  conditions.  Have 
noticed  a  decrease  in  seal  along  the  coast,  and  it  is  the 

general  opiuioL  that  they  are  decreasing  very  fast.    There  can  be  but 


IndiBcriniiuate  kill- 
ing. 

of  their  body. 

Docrcaso. 
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one  reason  for  the  decrease,  and  that  is  tliey  aro  hnnted  too  mueli  in  the 

open  waters.    Hav«^  nev«'r  known  pni>s  to  be  born  in  the 

water  or  on  the  eoast  of  Ahiska  or  on  the  islands  ad- 

jaeent  thereto,  and  I  have  spent  5  years  on  the  coast  of 

Alaska.    Have  never  known  or  heard  of  seal  hanling 

up  on  the  islands  or  main  coast  of  Alaska,  other  than 

on  the  Pribilof  Islands.     Have  seen  a  few  pups  in  Cordova  Bay  late  in 

JJeceniber,  where  they  were  driv<'n  by  strong-  southeast  gales  prevailing 

on  the  coast  at  that  time.    Think  if  all  pelagic  sealing  . 

was  stopped  the  seal  would  be(!orae  plentiful  again.    If      '"•<•"''•'"" 

they  keep  on  hunting  them  they  will  soon  be  exterminated. 

J.  D.  M(;I)ONALD. 

Witness : 

A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12tli  day  of  Ai)ril,  1892. 

A.  \V.  Lavendkr, 
United  /States  Treanury  Agent. 


No  j)olftgi<-  birth. 


Do  not  haul  up  on 
roast. 


Deposition  of  James  McKeen,  sealer  {master). 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 


I  reside  at 


Kxpt-ricucc. 

an«l  taken  the 

Migration. 


Mostly  t'umalcM  w  ith 
young  takuu. 


Indiscriniinatu  kill- 
ing. 


James  McKeen,  being  duly  sworn,  dejjoses  and  .says 
Sitka  and  am  by  occui)ation  a  seaman  and  seal  hunter. 
Have  been  engaged  in  catching  seals  the  last  five  years, 
most  of  the  time  as  captain  of  a  schooner.  Have  seen 
first  seal  off  Cape  Flattery.  When  seal  are  taken  off 
Cape  Flattery,  Indian  hunters  were  employed,  who 
used  spears.  Farther  west,  the  shotgun  was  used.  Xo  seal  are  lost 
that  are  struck  with  spears.  With  a  shotgun  about  50  per  cent  are 
lost.  AboTit  all  the  seal  taken  are  females  with  young. 
Very  few  young  iiuile  seal  are  seen  on  the  coast.  A  few 
ycJirliugs  are  caught,  mostly  females.  S(?x  of  seal  can 
not  be  told  in  tlie  water.  We  use  no  discrimination 
and  kill  all  seal  that  conu^  near  the  boat.  Seal  are  not 
shot  in  any  particular  place;  shoot  them  in  the  head 
if  possible,  if  not,  in  the  body.  Seal  are  not  as  plenti- 
ful on  the  coast  as  formerly.  Have  noticed  the  decrease  in  tin 
three  years;  caused,  I  think,  by  the  iiuliscriminate  kill- 
ing of  female  seal.  Have  never  known  any  pups  to  be 
born  in  the  water,  or  elsewhere  outside  of  the  Pribilof 
Islands.  Have  never  known  any  fur-seal  to  haul  up  on 
the  coast  anywhere,  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.  I 
think  that  all  pelagic  seal  hunting  in  Bering  Sea  should 
be  stopped,  or  the  seal  will  soon  become  exterminated. 

.Fames  McKeen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Gth  day  of  A])ril,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  IStates  Special  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  Mart  in  Sinffaif,  Healer, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Martin  Singay,  boinj;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  abont  58 

Kx  i.ii.iin>  yeais  old.     Uoru  at  and  reside  in  Sitka  and  am  by  occu- 

"'""""*■  pation  a  bunter.     Have  bunted  seal  every  summer  and 

deer  every  winter  since  I  was  a  small  boy.     Have  never  been  in  lU'ring 

Sea.     Have  bunted  seal  oH"  Sitka  Sound,  wbere  tbey  first  make  tbeir 

.  ,^,     ^  aiUM'arance  about  April  1.5,  and  remain  in  {jreater  or  less 

isra  ion.  nuuibers  till  the  last  of  June.    In  early  days  I  used  tlie 

spear,  but  now  I  use  tbe  sbots'in  Jnul  rifle  exclusively.     Wlien  I  used 

a  spear  none  were  lost  that  were  struck.    When  shotgun  is  used  nearly 

.50  per  cent  are  lost;  when  rifle  is  used  a  still  larger  i)ercentage  is  lost. 

The  las*  *hree  years  about  half  the  seals  I  have  killed 

were  females  with  pup.    A  few  male  seals  and  yearlings 

have  bei'U  kilU'd  by  me.   Have  killed  but  four  large  bulls 

in  the  last  four  years.     1  can  not  tell  the  sex  of  a  seal 

in  the  water,  but  shoot  everything  that  comes  near  the 

boat  in  shape  of  a  seal.     Seul  have  become  very  scarce  the  last  few 

.^    ^^^j^      years.    Too  tnany  white  men  are  engaged  in  killing 

opoagu  tir         ^Q^\,    Never  known  or  heard  <>f  pups  being  born  in  the 

water,  but  have  heard  of  them  being  born  on  the  Pribih>f  Islands. 

Never  knew  of  any  fur-seals  to  baid  up  cm  the  land 

Ai^skanVoast. '"'  ""  alo"S  ^^^^  ^oast  of  Alaska.     I  think  that  if  schooners 

were  sto])ped  from  sealing  in  liering  Sea  and  the  North 

Pacific  Ocean  seal  would  again  become  plentiful. 

)ii8 

Maktin  X  Sing  AY. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 

George  Kastrometinoff, 

Uniteil  States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Ualf   ftMiialus   with 
I>u|)  killoil. 

IndiHcrlniinato  kill- 
ng- 


Protection. 


Deposition  of  Jack  Sitka,  sealer, 

PELAGIC  sealing— migration. 

Jack  Sitka,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  Am  56  years  old* 
Was  born  and  reside  in  Sitka.  Am  a  hunter  by  occupation.  Have 
hunted  seal  every  season  since  I  wjis  a  boy.  Seal  first  nuike  their 
appearance  cabout  April  15  ott"  Sitka  Sound,  and  disapi)ear  ab(mt  July 

1.    When  I  was  a  boy  the  spear  and  arrow  was  used 

Exper  ence.  ^.^^  sealing,  but  uow  the  shotgun  and  rifle  are  used 

exclusively.    No  st^al  were  lost  when  struck  with  spear  or  arrow.    Fully 

50  per  cent  of  seal  shot  with  shotgun  are  lost  and  a  much  larger  per 

cent  are  lost  when  shot  with  a  rifle.  INIost  of  the  seals 
feimX'Xiu.ur*^"''"'^  taken  are  cows  with  young.    I  think  they  are  taken 

because  they  are  more  tame  and  less  active  and  more 
easily  approached.    A  few  male  seal  are  taken,  their  ages  being  from 
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one  t<»  fofir  years.  A  few  yeailinjjs  are  taken.  A  very  few  old  bulls  have 
ever  been  taken  by  nie;  the  last  three  or  four  years 
have  taken  but  three  old  bulls.  Hunters  use  no  dis-  .  |i"'ii««rimiimt«  km- 
criniiuation,  btit  shoot  everythiufi;  that  eonies  near 
them.  Their  sex  can  not  be  told  unless  in  the  ease  of  an  old  bull, 
which  is  distinguishable  by  its  size.  When  seal  are  shot  as  soon 
as  they  put  their  heads  abi^ve  water,  they  sink  immediately  and  are 
hard  to  secure.  Always  shoot  seal  in  the  head  when  i)ossible.  If 
not  possible  to  shoot  them  in  the  head,  then  I  shoot  them  in  the  most 
exposed  part  of  their  bodies.  Have  noticed  a  large  de- 
crease in  seal  the  last  three  years,  caused  I  think,  by 
pelagic  sealing  in  Bering  Sea  and  tlie  North  Pacific  Ocean.  Have 
never  known  pups  to  be  born  in  the  water  or  anywhere 
else  on  the  coast.  Never  known  fur-seals  to  luiul  tip  on 
the  land.  Have  heard  that  they  do  haul  uj)  on  the 
Pribilof  Islands.  I  think  the  schooners  should  be  pr<>- 
hibited  from  sealing  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and 
Bering  Sea.  If  that  was  done,  seal  would  become  plentiful  along  the 
coast. 

Jack  x  Sitka. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 

George  Kastrojietinoff, 

United  States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8tli  day  of  April,  1892. 

A,  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


Dec  reuse. 


No  ]»'liij{ic  liirtli. 
Do  uut  hHul  ui)  on 
Iniiil. 


Protection. 
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Deposition  of  Michael  ThllcahdaynahTiee,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Michael  Thlkahdaynahkee,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am 
abcmt  <}0  years  «tld;  born  at  and  live  in  Sitka.     Have 
been  a  seal  hunter  all  my  life.     Have  first  seen  and      Kxptrinue. 
killed  seal  off  Sitka  Sound  about  April  15,  and  dis- 
appear entirely  about  Jidy  1.    When  I  was  a  young      ^'iKnuion. 
man  the  sjiear  and  arrow  were  used,  but  of  late  yeais  the  shotgun  jind 
rifie  are  used  exclusively.    Very  few  seal  were  lost  when  struck  wi*^li 
spear  or  arrow,  but  when  seal  are  shot  with  shotgun  ov<'r  50  ]icr  cent 
are  lost.    A  nuich  larger  per  cent  are  lost  when  seal  are  shot  with  rifies. 
Most  of  the  seal  taken  by  me  were  cows  with  pup. 
The  cows  are  less  active,  sleep  more,  and  are  more  1,.,^,'XH'taker'^^*'"""' 
easily  captured.    A  few  male  seal  have  been  taken, 
from  1  to  4  years  old.    But  very  few  old  bulls  have  ever  been  taken  by 
me.    Have  killed  a  few  yearlings  every  year.    All  seal  are  killed  that 
come  near  the  boat,  regardless  of  their  sex.     1  never 
h)ok  to  see  whether  I  have  killed  a  male  or  female  seal   ini" 
until  I  have  the  seal  dead  in  the  boat.    Seal  have  been 
growing  scar(!e  along  the  coast  the  last  four  years. 
Think  there  are  too  many  schooners  engaged  in  sealing  in  the  North 
Pacific  Ocean  and  Bering  Sea.     Have  never  known 
pups  to  be  born  in  the  water,  or  on  the  land  elsewhere 
than  the  l'ribih)f  Islands.     Have  never  known   any 
fur-seals  to  haul  up  on  I  he  land  or  ou  the  coast  else-  cowt.""    ""  "***" 


IndiHcrimiuate  kill- 


Uicrease. 


No  iwlugic  birtb. 
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I'rotci'tion. 


wliero  tliaii  the  Piihilof  Islands.  I  tliink  if  itelaj^ic 
liunting  was  stopped  in  lierin^'  Sea  tliat  seal  wonld  be- 
come plentiftil  alon}^-  the  coast  of  southern  Alaska,  and  we  Indians 
could  again  «'ateh  plenty  <d'  them  with  the  spear,  whieh  is  a  mueli  better 
way  to  capture  seal  than  by  shooting  them  with  shotguns,  f<H'uoneare 
lost  when  struck  with  a  spear. 

„,.,  Michael  x  Tiilkaiidaynaiikee. 

Witness:  murk. 

George  Kastbometinoff, 

United  IStates  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Charlie  Tlaksatan,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   sealing. 

Charlie  Tlaksatan,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   I  am  43 
years  old;  was  born  at  Sitka,  Alaska.    Have  hunted 
Expirunce.  j^g.^j    y^y  myself  siucc  I  was  a  boy,   and   when  very 

small  went  sealing  with  my  father.    Seal  have  been  seen  and  taken 
on  the  coast  by  me  from  the  10th  of  April  till  the  4th  of  July.    At  the 
beginning  of  the  season  they  are  plentiful,  but  s<'ar<'e  at 
MiKraiioii.  thcclosc  of  the  seasou.    They  are  constantly  going  n(U"tli 

along  the  coast.  When  I  first  began  hunting  I  used  a  spear  an«l  bow 
and  allow,  but  now  the  shotgun  is  used  exclusively.  VViien  seal  were 
struck  witli  a  spear  none  were  lost;  lose  about  50  per  cent  when  killed 
with  shotgun.  A  much  larger  per  cent  is  lost  when  rifle  is  used,  as  the 
seal  sink  very  quickly  after  being  shot.  ]Most  of  the 
iiiaJelTuken**"""*  ^'^  scals  taken  on  this  coast  are  cows  with  young.  Cow 
seals  sleep  sounder  on  the  water,  and  are  less  active 
and  are  ejisily  captured.  Quite  a  large  number  of  yearlings  are  taken, 
most  of  which  are  fenuiles.  The  sex  of  the  seal  can  not  be  told  in  the 
water  when  hunting.  We  use  no  discrimination,  but 
kill  everything  in  the  shape  of  a  seal  that  comes  ne<ar 
the  boat.  When  seal  are  shot  dead  they  sink  very  rap- 
idly. Seal  are  always  shot  in  the  head  when  it  is  iwssible  to  do  so. 
When  spear  was  used  seal  were  very  plentiful ;  since  shotgun  is  used 
they  are  becoming  very  scarce.  Have  n()ticed  a  large 
decrease  the  last  four  years.  I  think  that  pelagic 
seal  hunting  in  Eeriiig  Sea  is  the  cause  the  seal  be- 
coming scarce  along  the  coast.  Nevei-  knew  of  pups 
being  born  in  the  water.  Have  never  known  fur  seal 
to  haul  up  on  the  land  or  on  the  coast  anywhere  in 
Alaska.  I  think  if  pelagic  hunting  is  not  stopped  in 
Bering  Sea  the  seal  will  soon  become  exterminated. 

.    .    -  lii« 

Charlie  x  Tlaksatan. 

mark 

George  Kostrometinoff, 

United  States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
.  . :  United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Indiscriminate  kill 
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Deposition  of  Peter  IVeursheit,  nealer  (muster). 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 


I  am 

Kxiirrii'Ilrc. 

SCillill 


MoHtly       pregnant 
I'l'iiiiiltm  tttkuu. 

IiKliBcriniinate  kill- 


Peter  Trearsheit,  being  duly  sworn,  deixjses  and  says:  I  am  -'7 
years  old  and  reside  at  Sitka.  Am  by  occujiation 
a  seaman  and  seal  liunter.  Have  been  eiifjajjed  in 
eatehiny  seal  three  seasons.  Last  sejvson  I  commanded  tin 
sclioiMier  ISitkaj  of  Sitka.  Took  seal  alonjj  the  coast  as  far  as  Yakntai. 
First  seal  were  seen  and  cau{?lit  last  year  off  Sitka  Soiunl  and  last 
year  off  Salisbury  S(mnd  in  April  and  May.  The  ^ 
seal  are  working-  to  westward  all  the  time.  Have  '*"'"  '"" 
.always  used  a  shotgun  to  take  seal.  About 00  percent  of  the  seal  shot 
with  shotgun  are  lost.  A  much  larger  per  cent  are  lost  when  ritle  is 
used.  The  seals  taken  by  me  have  been  females  mostly 
with  pup.  Have  never  killed  a  bull  in  my  life.  A  few 
yearlings  are  taken,  all  of  which  are  females.  The  sex 
of  the  seal  can  not  be  told  in  the  water.  Hunters  use 
no  discrimination  and  everything  in  the  shape  of  a  sesU 
that  comes  near  the  boat  is  killed.  When  seal  ai-e  asleep  lying  with 
their  heads  on  the  water  and  are  killed,  they  most  always  float,  but  if 
shot  as  they  i)ut  their  heads  out  of  water  they  sink  almost  innuediately. 
Always  shoot  a  seal  in  the  heatl  when  it  is  possible  to  do 
80.  Never  heard  of  nor  seen  pups  born  in  th(i  water  or 
on  the  coast  of  Alaska,  outside  of  Pribilof  Islands. 
Have  never  seen  or  heard  of  seals  hauling  up  on  the 
coast,  elsewhere  than  on  the  Pribilof  Islands.  They 
very  seldom  come  nearer  this  coast  than  20  miles,  when  advancing  north 
towards  Bering  Sea.  I  think  if  sealing  was  sto])ped  in 
Bering  Sea  that  seal  would  become  more  iilentiful  along 
the  coast,  and  if  it  is  not  stopped  the  herd  will  soon  be  destroyed. 

Peteb  Tkeaksiieit. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8tli  day  of  April,  1S92. 

A.  VV.  Lavender, 
•  United  /States  Treasury  Ayent. 


Never  liunrd  of  pu- 
lugir  birth. 

Do  lint  liaul  up  on 

COilMt. 


Protection. 


Deposition  of  James  Unatajim,  sealer. 


PELAGIC  sealing. 


■■KA 


Experience. 

The  seal  first 

JUgratioii. 


James  Unataiim,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside 
in  Sitka;  am  by  occupation  a  seal  hunter;  have  been  engaged 
in  that  business  since  I  was  a  small  boy.  I  am 
now  about  38  years  old.  Have  never  been  in  Bering- 
Sea;  have  always  hunted  seal  along  the  coast  of  Alaska 
make  their  appearance  on  this  coast  off  Sitka  Sound. 
They  are  then  advancing  up  the  coast.  When  I  first 
began  to  hunt  spear  and  arrow  were  used  exclusively;  the  shotgun  is 
now  used  by  the  Indian  hunters  for  the  same  purpose  in  lieu  of  the 
spear  and  arrow.  When  the  spear  was  used  all  seal  speared  were  se- 
cured. About  50  per  <'ent  of  the  seal  are  lost  when  shot  with  .shotguns. 
Whenever  J  have  used  a  rifle  for  shooting  seal  a  much  larger  proportion 
of  those  killed  have  been  lost  on   aceouut  of  shooting  them  at  a 
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I     : 


•1,1.: 


a^i 


J  ■; 


lonjfer  distance  trom  tlit*  hoiit.  ^lost  of  flic  seal  taken 
j.ivKnilnt  I. mill.'"'"  "  l>.v  '"•'  '"i^*'  ''*5''"  ^niales  witli  piip.     1  tliitik  tlie  female 

is  more  j^entle,  sleeps  more,  and  is  more  easily  capture*!. 
A  few  male  seal  have  been  taken  by  me,  aj;es  ranj;in}i;  fi'oin  1  to  4  years 
old,  I  should  think.  Home  yearlinj;s  have  been  taken,  ii  majority  of 
wiiich  were  fonndes  also.  Very  few  ohl  bulls  have  bc«'n  killed  by  me. 
Sex  of  .seal  can  not  b«'  <listinj;-nisiied  in  the  water,  except  in  the  case  of 

an  old  bull,  which  can  be  told  by  its  size.  No  discrim- 
^j^ii.iiacrimiuute kill    jnation  is  uscd  iu  takiuf"'  seal;  evcrythini^' that  comes 

near  the  boat  is  shot  at.  If  the  seal  are  instantly 
killed  they  sink  at  once  and  are  hard  to  secure.    Seal  are  always  shot 

in  the  head  when  possible.    Have  noticed  the  seid  luive 

been  <lecreasing;  alonfji;  the  coast  the  last  four  years. 
Think  the  cause  of  the  decrease  is  that  there  are  too  nnniy  schooners 

engajjed  in  pelagic  sealing  in  liering  Sea.    Jhive  never 

seen  or  heard  of  pups  being  born  in  the  water  or  on 
the  land  ou  the  coast  of  Alaska.    Have  heard  that  pups  jue  all  born 

on  the  Pribilof  Islands.  Have  never  known  or  hearil 
AblMknn*cu'a"t.  "^  ""  ^^  ^^'^^  luiuling  Up  ou  the  land  on  the  coast  of  Alaska. 

Have  heard  that  they  do  haul  up  on  the  Pribilof  Is- 
lands.   Think  if  sealing  by  the  schooners  in  the  open  waters  of  the 

North  racitic  and  Bering  Sea  was  prohibited,  the  seal 

would  again  become  plentifid  along  the  coast. 

hio 
,.,.^  JAMES  X  UnATAJIM. 

Witness :  mark. 

GEOliaE  Kf>STllOMETINf»FF, 

United  States  Court  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  lo  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent, 


Doci'UHtie. 


No  ]K.'lagit'  birth. 


Protvctiuu. 


Deposition  of  Rudolph  Walton,  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 


Rud(dph  Walton, being  duly  sw(a'n  deposes  and  says:  I  am  25yejir8of 
age;  born  at  Sitka;  am  at  present  on  the  police  force. 
Kxpounc.  ^^^^,^  hunted  seal  three  seasons,  1881),  18t)0,  aad  18U1, 

arouiul  Biorka  Island.    Have  seen  and  taken  seal  from  the  middle  (»t 
Ajtril  to  the  middle  of  Mny.     They  are  on  their  way 
'"""  ""  north  at  that  time.    I  use  shotgun  and  ritie  to  take  seal. 

Majority    taken  About  50  pcr  ('Ciit  ai  c  lost  wlicn  sliot  witli  sliotguu; 
when  riHe  is  used  a  much  larger  per  cent  is  lost.    The 
majority  of  seal  taken  are  cows.    Cows  arc  more  easily  captured  because 
they  have  pups.    A   few  yearlings  are  killed,  mostly  females.    Sex  of 
seal  can  not  be  distinguished  in  the  water.    No  discrim- 
ination is  used  in  seal  hunting;  all  are  killed  that  come 
near.    Seal  are  decreasing  on  the  (oast.    Have  no 
ticed  they  have  decreased  rapidly  the  last  two  years. 
The  decrease,  I  think,  is  caused  by  the  indiscriminate  killing  of  female 
seals.    Some  seal  when  shot  and  killed  dead  sink  at 
once.     Have  never  known  a  pup  to  be  born  in  the 
water.    I  have  never  known  of  a  pu^)  seal  being  born 


liuliticriiiiiiiatc  kill 
IX'tTcase. 


Ku  pelatsii;  birtb. 
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on  tlH' rocks  of  tlu' ntiist  iiiivwiicrc.      IIiivc  luMid  tlioy      .,         ,     , 

I  1  I  II      -I     -I       i-      I       I   '  I  11  I  '  I'"     ""I     ll'I'll     nil  nil 

iit'c  lioni  on  tlio  riioilof   Isliiiids.     Iliivc  mcm-i'  unowii   .imsi. 

Ciir  srul  to  liiiiil  up  on  the  rojist  on  iin.vwln'rc  else  ont       i'ioi,..ii,,i 

side  of  (lu!   riil>il»»f  Islands.     Tliink   that   all   pcla^iic 

seal  linntinj;' should  Ihi  stopped  in  IW-rin;;  Sea  in  older  to  k«'ep  tln^  seal 

Iruni  Ix'in^'  exterminated. 

KUDOLl'll  VVAI/rOiN. 

Subscribed  and  swiuii  to  lu'tore  ine  this  7tli  day  of  April,  l.S!H. 

A.  \\.  Lavkmu'.k', 
Uiiitid  Staffs  Tri'dNiirji  titjint. 


Drposifion  of  ChtiHic  Waiihy  .srtihr. 
PKLAOK;    SKAMiN(r. 


I  am  'M)  years 

KxprriciKT. 


rharii*'  Wank,  bein;;'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and   says 
old.     Was  born  at  and  rt'side  at  Sitka.     Am  l»y  oc«mi- 
l»ation  a  seal  hunter,     llaye  been   catching'  s«'al  most 
all  my  lite.     First  seal  are  seen  and   taken   by  me  otf 
Sitka  Sound.     When  1  was  a  boy  seal  came  in  to  the  sound  y<'ry  clost", 
but  now  I  have  to  j^'o  a  lonj;-  ways  to  j>('t  them.     Seal  do   not  stoj)  off 
the  sound  lonf>-,  but  are  t-onstantly  on  the  move  north 
and  west.     Tlu'  spear  was  used  in  eaily  days,  but  now      ^''«'''"""' 
seal  hav«'  become  scarce  and  shot;iun  and   ritle  is  used  exclusively. 
WIh'u  the  sju'ai-  was  used  no  seal  were  lost.     Now  a  yrejit  nniny  ale 
lost  when  shot  with  a  shot«>un  and  ritle.     Most  all  seals 
taken  are  females  with  vouny'.     They  aie   less  activ«',   ..il'Tl,.  ""1" "'"'"•'* 
sleei>  moie,  and  are  easuM-  captur«'d.     What   lew  male 
seals  are  taken  are  1,  2,  3,  and  4  years  old.     (^uite  a  number  of  year- 
linji's  are  taken,  mostly  females.     The  sex  of  seal  of  same  aji'e  can  not 
be  distiiifiuished  in  the  water.     The  only  seal  that  can  be  distin<;'uished 
is  an  old  Imll.     We  use  no  discrimination  in  seallmnt- 
inji";  everythinfi'  is  killed   that  c()mes   lu'ar  the  boat,   .^^ji/xii'^'nininai..  uiii- 
IVlaji'ie  hunters  have  bec<uneso])lentiful  and  seals  have 
become  so  wild  that  wo  are  obliji'ed  t(»  take  h)n<;'  shots  at  them.     Wlu'ii 
seal  are  killed  dead  they  sink  almost  instantly.     All    si'al  are  shot  ii 
the  head  when  it  is  possible  to  «lo  so.     Have  noticed 
the  seal  are  decreasing  very  fast,  particularly  tlu'  last 
four  years,  caused  by  the  indiscriminate  killing'  of  seal  by  schooners 
in  the  waters  of  tlu' Xorth  L'acilic  Ocean  and  J>erini''      „      ,    .  ..   , 
Sea.     Never  have  known  ot  pups  beni^  boi-n   in   the 
water,  nor  «'lsewliere  on  the  coast  of  Alaska.     Have  never  known  of 
any  seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  ov  ou   the  coast  of 
Alaska.     FFave  heard  that  they  do  haul   uji  on   the 
Pribilof   Islands.    Think  if  all  pelajiic  seal  hiintinj^' 
was  stopped,  the  seal  wouhl  increase  along  the  coast 
and  become  plentiful  once  more. 


Di't'ieaso. 


I>i>  nut  have   lip  (lu 
till'  niasl. 

I'l'iilt'ctiuii. 


liiH 

Charlie  x  Wank. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

Georgk  K< istkm >mktinoff, 

United  /States  Court  Tntcrprctrr. 

Subscribed  and  sw(un  to  before  me  this  7tli  day  of  April,  ISJIJ. 

A.    W.    liAVKNDKU, 

United  /States  Treastini  Ayent. 
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Ihjtosifion  of  P.  S.  Weithnhilhr,  sndcr  {itiaHtrt'), 
PKLAfJK!    SKALLNrt. 

P.  S.  Wi'ittniliillor,  briiij'' duly  sworn,  (Icpdsos  niid  says:  I  liiivo  vo 
sided  at  Sitkii  tlu'  past  iiim-  years.     Am   now  owner 
Exi«ii.iir,..  of  the  sealing  scliooiier  Clara  and  have  en|i;a};ed  in 

sealiii^  this  season.  I  tirst  to(dv  seal  (»tl"  Sitka  Sound 
duririf;  the  month  of  March.  Have  (hme  my  sealinj;  all  this  year  be- 
tween Cape  Kdji'eumbe  and  ('ross  Sound.  My  hunters  use  shotj^un  ex- 
dusively.  They  carry  a  riti<'  with  them  in  th<'  boat  but  have  not  used 
one  this  season  to  my  kuowled;>e.  I  think  as  near  as  I  <'an  estimate, 
about  ;J3^  per  cent  of  tiie  seals  shot  are  h>st.  Out  of  (JO  seal  taken  so  far 
this  season  4(1  are  females  with  pup  and  14  were  males. 
ii'iiiaics  Only  1  yearling  si-al  has  been  taken  this  8eas<)n.  It  is 
my  opinion  that  femah'  sealare  more  easily  eaj^tured  and 
api)ear  to  be  more  tame  than  the  male  seal,  and  I  think  sleep  moie.  Only 
1  old  bull  was  taken  this  season  among  the  males.  1  shouhl  think  the 
male  seal  taken  this  year  m  ere  between  2  and .'}  years  old.  The  sex  of  a 
seal  can  not  be  tohl  in  the  water  except  it  is  an  old  bull.  Hunters  use  no 
diserimiuaiion,  but  kill  everythiu};- that  comes  near  the 
boat.  Hunters  shoot  all  seal  in  the  head  when  it  is 
possible  to  do  so  and  take  their  chances  of  its  sinkin{>- 
before  they  can  reach  them.  From  what  I  ki.ow  seals 
have  been  decreasing  very  fast  in  recent  years.  Think 
the  decrease  is  caused  by  the  indiscriminate  killing  in  the  North  Paciti<! 
Ocean  and  Bering  Sea.  1  have  never  known  any  pups 
to  be  born  in  the  water  or  anywhere  else  excei)t  on  the 
Pribilof  Islands.  1  have  never  known  any  fur-seal  to  haul  uj)  anywhere 
p..  ot  1  111  )  on  on  the  land  on  the  coast  of  Alaska.  Iliave  never  been 
.•oi.«t.""  '*"  "^'""  in  Mering  Sea.  1  think  seahng  should  be  ja-ohibited 
Pioto( tioii.  f,)j.  fom-  QY  tive  years  in  order  to  give  them  a  chance 

to  multiply  and  become  as  plentiful  as  they  formerly  were. 

P.  S.  Weitteniiillkb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  6th  day  of  May,  1S!)2. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 

United  IStates  Treasury  Ayent. 


Iniliscriminute  kill- 
iiij?. 


Dccronso. 


No  pclagii'  birth. 


Deiwaition  of  Michael  Wooskoot,  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Michael  Wooskoot,  being  duly  sworn,  deposi's  and  says:  1  am  00 

years  old;  born  aiul  reside  in  Sitka,  Alaska.     Have 

KxiR-rienco.  been  engaged  in  hunting  seal  for  a  great  many  years 

in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  around  Sitka  Sound.    First 

seal  are  seen  and  taken  by  me  about  the  middle  of  April  of  each  year. 

There  are  more  or  less  of  them  on  the  coast  till  the  1st 

of  July.    First  part  of  the  season  they  are  i)lentiful, 

but  towards  the  last  they  become  scarce.     During  the  above-mentioned 

period  the  seal  are  on  the  move  to  the  westward.     Many  years  ago.  when 

seal  were  plenty,  the  sjjear  Avas  used,  but  now  so  many  schooners  arc  cii- 

gaged  in  sealing  that  the  shotgun  and  ritie  has  to  be  used  in  order  to 


Migration. 
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scciin'  tlioin,  as  tin'.v  liavt^  hocoiiH'  v«'ry  wihl.     VVIieii  the  sprar  was 

ns«'(l  very  li'W  sriil  wrro  lost.     About  ')(>  jht  cent  an*  lost   wlini  sliot 

with  sliolfifnii.      A  larjicr  per  rent  are  htst  wlieii  kiHed  witlia  ritle.     Al- 

iii(»st  all  seals  taken  are  Ceiiiah's  with  pup;  thevareless 

aetiv*',  sleep  inoic,  and  ai'e  more  easily  taken.     <^nite  a   pteKiiniii  i.niiii..«. 

larger  nuniher  of  yearlin^^s  are  taken,  mostly   reiiialeM. 

Dnrinj;  my  life  I   have  taken  ovei-   1(M>  hiilj  seals.     The  sex  of    S4'al 

can  not  be  told  in  the  water.    Xo  diserimina.tion  isused      ,  „     ,  , 

.  111.-  Ill  I  Ml     1  i.1      1.  ..I  liiilmi'riiiiiiiiili'  Kill- 

in  seal  hunting;   all  seal  are  kdledthat  eome  near  the  in^r. 

boat.     The  only  seal  that  can  be  distinji;'iiished  in  the 

watei-  is  an  old  bull.     When  a  seal  is  shot  d«'ad  he  sinks  at  once.     Heal 

are  always  shot  in  the  head  whenever  it  is  |K>Hsiblu  to  do 

so.     Have  noticed  the  seal  are  decreasing  very  fast, 

owing  to  so  nniny  schooin-rs  hunting  seals  in   the  waters  of  the  Noith 

raciticOcean  and  Bering  Sea.     Have  never  known  or  . 

heaid  of  pups  being  born  in  the  wat«'r  noi'  on  the  coast      "  " '"  "'^"  '"'"' 

of  Alaska  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.     Have  never  known  of  any 

fur-seal  t<>  haid  out  on  the  land  on  the  coast  «»f  .Vlaska. 

Have  heai'dof  them  hauling  out  on  the  I'ribilof  Islands, 

but  have  never  been  there.     I  think  if  all  pelagic  seal 

hunting  was  stopi)ed  seal  would  soon  become  ph'iitifui 

on  the  coast. 

hiM 

Michael  x  VVo(>,skoot. 

niiirk. 

George  Kostrometinoff, 

l'nife(l  SfatfH  Volt  f  Ittivt'preter. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  Apiil,  1S!)2. 

A.  \V.  Lavkndkk, 
United  IStutes  Tfeamiry  Aijiiit. 


Dri  iiiit  liiiiil  imt  nil 

AlllMkllll  KIIIHt. 
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TESTIMOXY  TAKliX  LN  OR  N1:AR  DIXON  liNTRAXCH. 


Dcposifion  of  Johnny  Tiarouorifch.  iiatire  .st'alt-r  at  Kasan. 

PELAGIC    SEALING. 

Johnny  Raroiiovitcli,  beins (inly  sworn,  dcjx^scs  an('  says:  I  \v:is  born 
at   Iviisiin,  and  luivc  livwl  lu'r«'  all  mv  life.     Mv   Imsi- 
ne.ss  IS  tliat  ot  linntnij';  ;nul  tislmiy.     Have  !iniit»Ml  hir- 
scal    in   a  csino*'   in   May  off  the    Pvinct'    of   Wales   Island.      Alv  ays 
nsi'd  tlie  sliot.uun  for  takinp;  seal.     A   very  few  are  lost   when   shot 
with   the  shotjinn,   as   we  shoot  them    close    to   the   boat.     Most    all 
the  seals  taken  aie  females  with  pnj).     I  used  no  dis- 
crimination,  bnt  kill  everythint«'  that   conie  near  the 
boat  in  shape  <»f  a  seal.     Never  stopped  to  ask  if  it  is 
f«Mnale  or  not.     A  few  old  balls  have  been  taken  by  ine. 
There  are  not  neaily  as  nnniy  seal  on  the  coast  as  there 
was  t"'o  or  tliM'e  years  ago,  and  they  will  soon   be  all 
j^'one  indess  schooners  are  all  sto]>])ed  from  hnntin;^'  seal 
jilonfi' the  coast  of  Alaska.     I  have  never  known  any 
]tni»s  to  be  born  in  the  wateror  on  the  land  in  tids  part 
of  .Vlaska.     Nor  hav«'  I  ever  seen  or  heard  of  any  far 
seal  beiny  in  the  inland  waters  of  this  part  of  Alaska. 
I  have  n«'ver  heard  of  any  fnr-seal  hanlinfj  np  on  the  land  in  any  ])art 
of  Alaska.     1  tliiidv   if  the  schooners  were  all   st<»p]>ed  from   Imntinj? 
„   .    ..  seal,  thev   wonid   become  plentiful  once  more,  and  the 

I'nplcitioii.  II-  '         11        i    I    ii  ii  1   .. 

Indians  could  catch  them  as  they  used  to. 

JOIINMV    IJAKONOVITCII. 

Witness  to  his  si<>iiature: 

,1.  M.   roTTKW. 

A.  W.  Lavkm)KI{. 
Subscril)ed  and  sworn  to  before  mo  this  Oth  day  of  ^lay.  1S«)2. 

A.  \\'.  I>AVi;.M)KK, 

United  States  Treasitri/  Aijint, 


Miistiv    iii'cgiiiiii  t 
cows  taki'U. 


Indiscriminate  kill 
iiig. 


Decrease. 


Not   lioiii  in  water 
or  on  eoasi . 


DcposUion  of  Maiirhr  Hatrn,  .seahr. 
PELAiilC   SEALIiN(J. 

Maurice  Bates,  beiny  duly  sworn,  dejtoses  and  says:  1  am  4(»  years 
old.     Was  l>oi'n   in    itritish  (  olumbia,  and   now  reside 

Kxperieiiei).  in  Ncw  Mctlakalithi.     I   am  a  hunter  by  occupation; 

have  hunted  fur-seal  in  a  canoe  ever  since  I  was  old 
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Stiiilcr,    oM 
Island. 


lIllllllllH 


MciMll\  fi'iiiiilc  with 
|iii|i  killi'd. 


liiiliHrriiiiiiiali-  kill- 


IH-*  ri'llrti* 


-.III  \>\i\is 
I!   -.ati-l-. 


nut  burn 


enougli.     >r.v  Imntiiifi'  h»\'^o  is  on  Diuidtis  Isliind,  aiHl 

I  limit  ill   Di.voiis   lOntiiiiicc  uiitl  oil'  I'liiire  of  Wales 

Island.     Iliive  always  used  a  siuttjiuii  for  taking'  soal, 

and  lose  about  40  \h'v  cciit  of  what  I  slioot.     Most  of 

the  seals   taken  by  me  have  Ix't-ii   female  with   ])n]>. 

Never  killed  but  oih'  old  bull  in  iiiiy  life.     1  have  kilh-d 

a  yood  many  small  bulls,  an<l  a  jireat  many  yvarlinji'  seals,  but  never 

examined  the  latter  as  to  sex.     1  have  ahva\  s  huiitt'd  seals  from  Mari'li 

to  .luiie.      Kvt'rythin;;'  that   eoiiics  near  tiar   l»(»at   in 

siiape  of  a  seal  is  sh<  *,  rej^iardless  of  sex.     Tln'  st-al  are 

not  near  as  ])lentiful  as  they  used  to  be.     Tlie  eansr  of 

the  decrease  is,  i  think,  too  many  s«'hooners  liuntiii;;' 

them  otf  Prince  of  Wales   Island   and  around  Dixons 

Entrance.     11a  e   never  known  any   seal   juips  to  be 

l)orn  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  anywhere  around  this 

part  of  Alaska,     llavi'  never  seen  or  iieard  of  seals 

hauliiifi'  rp  on  the  land  arouml  this  i)art  of  Alaska.     I 

have  never  seen  any  fur  seal  around  Annette  Island 

or  any  of  the  inland  waters  of  Alaska.     I  think  the 

selnxMiers  should  be  proliil»ite<l  from  huiitiii;;'  seal  out 

in  the  water  oil  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  so  that   tlii'  seal  will  become 

Plentiful  aj^fain. 

Ills 

MAI'KIOE    X    Uates. 

murk 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
David  Lkask. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  AFay,  1802. 

A.    W.    liAVENDKK, 

i'uiU'd  tStatcs  TrcuHini/  Aynit. 
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DrpoKition  of  Edward  JienHon.,  fn'olcr. 

PELAcaO   SEALIN(J. 

Edward  neiistui,  beinj;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  .14  years 
old.     Was  born  in  IJritish  (Columbia  and  now  reside  at 
New  Metlakahtla.     I  have  been  en;ia;ied   in  hunt  in;;        Kxixrioiuu. 
five  years.     Have  hunted  seal  in  canoes;  l)e;>in  to  hunt 
tli(>  last  of  March  and  hunt  till  the  middle  of  June.    I  have  had  my  hunt- 
ing lod;(e  at  Nicholas   l>ay  and  on  Diiiidas  Island.     Hunt  seal  in  (jiieen 
Charlotte  Sound,  Dixons   lOiitrance,  and  off   Triiice  of  VN'ah's   Island. 
1  use  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.     1  lose  about  2.")  percent  of  tlies<Mls 
shot.     Think  tlie  niajority  of  liie  seals  taken  are  cows. 
Never  killed  but  tw<  old  bull-,  in  my  life.     Have  killed 
«|uite   a  number  of  yearlii  ,;    seals   and    some  young 
males  L*  and  .'>  years  old.      We  kill  evj'rything  that 
coiiuvs  near  the   boat,  and   use  no  discrimination,  but 
shoot  them   regardless  of  sex.     Seal  are  getting  very 
scarce.     I  think  the  cause  of  the  scarcity  is  too  many 
jieople  hunting  seal.     I  have  never  known  any  pups  to 
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Not   liiirii  i.i  water 
or  nil  I'liiist. 

I)ii  not  liaiil  lip  on 
Aliiskiiii  lOii.st. 

I'lott'L'tiou. 


1)0  boni  in  the  water  or  on  the  laud.  Nor  have  I  known 
ot  liny  seal  haulinji'  up  on  the  hind  anywhere  in  Alaska. 
I  have  never  seen  any  fur  s<'als  in  the  water  around 
Annette  Island.  1  thiid<  sehooners  shoidd  be  prohib- 
ite<l  from  hunting  seal  in  the  Xorth  Paeific  Ocean  to 
give  them  a  ehance  to  increase  again. 

Kdavakd  Bkns(»n. 


Subscribed  ami  sworn  to  before  me  this  lOth  day  of  May,  7.Si>L'. 

A.  vV.  Lavkndkk, 
United  atuten  Treasury  Aycnt. 
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Deposition  of  Charlie  Pahtlin,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Charlie  Dahtlin,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  in 
Shakan  and  have  lived  here  all  my  life.    Am  a  very 
-xjiei  .mi'.  ^j^^  man.     Have  been  a  hunter  all  my  life,  hunting  botii 

seal  and  bear  and  all  kinds  of  land  animals,  and  have  killed  a  great 
many  of  all  kinds.  Have  hunted  seal  oft"  the  west  coast  of  Prince 
Edward  Island  for  a  number  of  years.  When  I  was  a  boy  spear  was 
us«>d;  now  the  shotgun  and  ritle  are  exclusively  used  for  taking- 
seal.  Noue  were  lost  when  the  spear  was  used.  When  the  shot- 
gun is  xised  sometimes  they  are  lost.  A  few  more  are 
lost  when  ritle  is  used.  Majority  ot  seals  taken  are 
cows  with  ])up.  Once  in  a  while  we  take  an  old  bull. 
A  few  yearlings  are  taken  also.  All  seal  are  killed 
that  come  near  the  canoe,  wliether  it  is  male  or  fe- 
nuile.  1  make  no  difference.  In  former  years  there 
were  lots  of  seal,  but  now  there  are  very  few.  Too 
many  schooners  hunting  them  all  the  time  in  the  water, 
killing  the  mother  seals  as  well  as  others.  Have  never  known  of  any 
pups  being  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  on  the 
coast  of  Alaska.  1  have  never  heard  of  any  or  seen  any 
fur-seal  hauled  up  on  the  land  anywhere  around  Prince 
Edward  Island  or  any  wliere  else  on  the  coast.  If  the 
schooners  are  stopped  from  taking  seal  off'  Prince  lOd- 
seal  will  become  plenty,  and  the  Indians  can  kill  fhcm 
as  they  did  a  long  time  ago.  Now  the  Indians  can  get 
very  few. 

IlIN 

Charlie  x   Dautlin. 

luark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
.1.  M.  Potter. 

A.    W.    liAVKNDKR. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  VV.  IjAVi;m)KR, 
United  JStates  Treasury  Ayent. 
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TAKEN    IN    OR    XEAR    DIXON    ENTKANC'E.  ^7i) 

Deposition  of  William  Duncan,  resident  of  Xea-  MetlaJcahtla. 

PELAGIC  SEAI>ING. 

Williiiin  Duncan,  bcinj;-  duly  sworn,  (h'poses  and  says:  I  am  (>0 years 
of  a{;e;   I  liavc  resided  in  British  (Jolunihia  thirty  years  and  at  ^'e\v 
Metlakalitla  tive  years,  and  have  always  bet^n  witli  tlie 
Tsinishean     Indians,   botii    in    British    roiand>ia    and       '»i''i'>"'e- 
Alaska.     The  Tsinislieans  are  j^reat  hunters  of  fur-seal.     The  luilians 
h'ft  tiieir  homes  in  Marcli  atul  remained  away  until  IMay.    Their  hunt- 
ing lodj.'i'es  were  on  some   small    islands  outside  of   Dundas   Island. 
From  wliat  they  t«'ll  me  the  majority  of  seals  taken 
by  them  have  been  females  with  young'.     The  Indians   ,,,;!|;\\',m^LimUH^ ^ 
report   to   me   that   the   seal   are  very  much    seaieer 
than  they  wi're  in  former  years,  and    1  know  that  they  don't  brinj; 

in  as   many  skins  as  they  did   in   former  years,  although  skins  

bringing  a   much   better  price  than  they  used  to.     I 
have  never  known  of  any  fur-seal  i)ups   being-  born  „uV."r 
in  the  water   or    on    the    land  in  liritish    ('olund)ia 
or  Alaska,  but   have   heard    they  are    born  on  the  I'ribilof  Islands. 
The  Indians  have  always  reported  to  me  wlu'U  they  re- 
turned from  hunting  tliat  the  seal  had  all  gone  north     *''«'■»*'"" 
to  have  their  young.     I  have  never  known  or  heard  of  any  fur-seal 
hauling  up  on  the  land  in  IJritish  ('oliimbia  or  Alaska      ,,„  „„,  i,,,,,,  „,,  „„ 
outside  of  tlu^  Pribilof  Islands.     My  connections  with   <i«iisiout»idVof  prii). 
the  Indians  have  been  such  that  had  then*  been  a  fur-   ''"' 
seal  rookery  in   IJritish  Columbia  or  Alaska  I  certainly  should  have 
known   it.     The   Indians   have  always   huiite<l   seal  with    a   slnttgnn, 
and  I  am  soiry  to  say  that  they  have  killed  a  gicat  many  more  than 
thev   secured.    There  can  be  Init  one  cause  for  the 
s<-arcity  of  seal,  and  that  is  the  indiscriminate  killing   .^^lo'i^criminHU. kill- 
of  tluMM  in  the  watei',  and  unless  that  is  stopped  the 
seal  must   soon  be  exterminated.     The  sea-otter,  which  were  plentiful 
on  this  coast  at  one  time,  are  now  scarcelv  seen  at  all, 
and  the  indiscriminate  slaugiitcr  '<\  tliein  in  flie  water 
lias  almost  entirely  exterminated  the  animal.     Some  few  remain  in  the 
far  north,  but  they  are  ver\  hard  to  secure. 

William  l)rN<AN. 

Subscribed  and  sw«>rn  to  In  fore  me  tlii^  l(»th  day  of  Ma\ .  ISlii'. 

A.  \V.  Ii.\vi,\i)i;i{. 
L  iiitfd  Statcx   Treasury  A(f(iit. 
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"Deposition  of  Keliou,  sealer. 

l'ELA(fl<)   MEALING. 

Rchon,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Am  about  r»0  years  old 
and  was  born  at  Shakan.  Have  lived  there  all  nn 
life.  Am  a  hunter  by  occui>ati()n.  Have  huiit.d  .al  '••"i""*""' 
in  the  summer  time  and  land  game  in  thewinl<i.  Have  hunted  seal 
oH'  Prince  of  VV^ales  Island  in  the  spring.  In  lormer  years  I  used 
to  catj'h  seal  with  a  hook  by  paddling  up  close  to  them  when  they 
were  sound  asleej)  and  hooking  them.  Can't  use  the  hook  now,  as  the 
seal  have  become  very  wild  since  they  are  hunted  so  much  by  schooners. 
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Now  I  nsetl.p  aliotjjnii  cxcOusivi'ly  tortakinjj  seal.     Very  sohloin  I  lose 

oue,  as   1  always  shoot  them   close   to  the  b(»at.     I    never   examine 

them  to  know  whether  they  are  men  or  women  seal.    I 

iiKiisirimJimte kill    ,,.,„  ,„,t  ^('11  the  (litteienee  in  the  water,  and  shoot every- 

"*"'■  thing;  without  knowinj;'  whether  they  are  men  or  women. 

Home  years  ag:o  the  fur-seal  were  ])linty  off  the  islands,  but  sinee  the 
schooners  have  hunte<l  them  they  are  nearly  all  gone 
and  it  is  hard  f<u'  tin'  Indians  of  tliis  village  to  get  any. 
Have  never  known  any  jiu])  seal  to  be  born  iu  the 
water  or  any  where  else  in  this  part  of  Alaska.  Have 
never  known  any  to  haul  up  on  the  lan<l  anywhere  in 

Alaska,  nor  !iave  I  ever  seen  any  seal  in  the  inlaml  waters  wherever  I 

have  been  in  Alaska.  I  think  the  schooners  should  be  stopped  from 
hunting:  seal  so  that  the  seal  may  become  plentiful  on 
the  coast  and  the  Indian  may  again  have  a  chance  t<» 

get  them.    It  makes  me  feel  bad  to  think  the  seal  are  most  all  goiu'  and 

we  can't  hunt  them  as  our  fathers  used  to. 

EciioN  (his  X  mark). 
Witnesses  to  hismai'k: 

J.   M.   POTTKR. 

A.  W.  Lavkndkr. 

Subsciibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  \V.  Lavknder, 
United  IStutes  Tfeatsury  Affent. 
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Kxpurifiice. 

I'rej;  iiu  II  t    <"  <)  w  s 
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IiiillHi'i'iiiiiimU'  kill- 
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Deposition  of  Chief  Franl;  second  chief  Kaskan  Indians,  sealer. 

PELAGIO  SEALING. 

Chief  Frank,  being-  duly  sworn,  de])oses  and  says:  I  am  the  second 
chief  of  the  Kaskan  Indians.  AVas  born  at  and  have  lived  in  Kaskan 
all  my  life,  an<l  am  now  a  very  old  man.  My  father  lived  here  before 
me.  My  occupation  has  always  been  that  of  a  hunter.  Have  hunted 
fur-seal  in  canoes.  Have  always  used  the  shotgun 
for  killing'  seal,  and  but  very  tew  are  lost.  There  were 
cow  seals  with  pup  amiuig'  the  seals  that  I  h.ave  taken, 
but  I  don't  know  how  many.  I  have  never  taken 
an  old  bull  in  my  life.  Kverything'  in  shape  of  a 
seal  that  comes  near  the  boat  is  kilh'd.  Fur-seal 
are  not  as  plenty  as  they  used  to  be,  and  it  is  hard 
for  the  Indians  to  <!atch  any.  I  think  there  ar«*  too  many  white  men 
in  schooners  hunting'  seals  around  Dixon's  Kntrance. 
him!'.'""'"'"'"'"'"  ^  never  knew  any  fur-seal  io  be  in  the  inland  waters 
around  this  part  of  Alaska,  nor  have  I  ever  known 
any  fur-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska.  I  hav«'  never 
heard  of  seal  pups  being-  l»orn  in  the  water.  I  don't 
know  what  to  think  about  the  sirhooncrs.  There  is  one 
thing-  certain,  seals  are  getting  scarce. 

liiH 

C'liiKV  X   Frank. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavknder. 

SiU>scril\d  and  sworn  to  befcue  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavknder, 
United  /States  Treasury  Affent. 
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DepoHitUm  of  Cliarles  (libson,  sralvr. 
PELAGIC!   SEALING. 

riinrh's  Ciibsoii,  boiiifj  duly  sworn,  no])(».se8  aiid  says:  I  am  3.'5  yoars 
old;  was  borM  in  I>iitisli  Colnisihia,  and  now  livf  at  v.  „.,,.,„.,. 
Port  Chester.  I  liavt' hunted  seal  in  canoes  in  (^neen 
Charlotte  Sound.  Have  always  used  the  shotj{un  for  takinji>'  seal.  I 
lose  about  'Miff  ner  eeiit  of  what  I  shoot.  I  have  ue\ei'  examined  the 
seal  as  to  sex.  I  shoot  everything;  that  i-omes  near 
the  hi.M  and  use  no  discrimination  whatev«'r.  The 
seal  are  beconiino;  very  s<'ar<'«',  caused,  I  thiidi,  by  the 
white  iiicn  hunting'  them  too  much.  I  have  never 
known  of  pu|ts  bein}"'  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land 
anywhere  arcmnd  Alaska.  1  have  never  seen  or  heard 
of  fur-seal  haulinj>'  up  on  the  land  in  this  i)art  of 
Alaska.  I  have  never  seen  a  fui-seal  in  the  inland  waters  between 
Port  Chester  and  Lorinj'".  I  think  if  the  white  men 
were  prohibited  from  takin}»'  seal  around  Dixons  En- 
trance, Princeof  Wales  Islan<l,  and  in  (Jueen  Charh)tte  Sound  the  seal 
would  become  plenty  once  more  and  the  Indians  could  cat«'h  them 
again  as  they  used  to. 

his 

Charles  x  (Udson. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  aud  sworu  to  before  me  this  0th  (biy  of  May,  l.S!)2. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Tfctinury  Ayciit. 
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Deposition  of  Henry  Haldane,  sealer. 
PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Henry  Ilaldane,  heiuii  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  3.'J  years 
old;  born  in  British  Columbia,  and  now  reside  at  New 
Metlakahtla.     Have  hunted  fur-seal  in  a  canoe.     Have      '•''■"•"•■"i'- 
biul  my  hunting  lodge  on   Dundas  Island  and  Nicholas  Bay,  and  hunt 
seal  from  the  last  of  March  to  the  tirst  of  .June  off  Prince 
of  Wales  Islaml,  in  Dixons  Kntrance  ami  Queen  Char 
lotte  Sound.    They  all  disappear  about. I unel  on  their  way  north.    Have 
.always  used  a  shotgun  for  taking  seal,  and  lose  about  |^^  ,  ^ 

25  per  I'ent  of  the  seals  I  shoot.    Think  the  seals  taken  nmiI's"Mn'ii"feii'iiii"n 
by  me  halve  been  about  ecpuilly  divided  between  females  '"•"'"• 
and  nmles.    I  Live  taken  a  nund)er   of  yearling  seals  and   .stune  two 


Migration. 


and  three  year  old  males.  Have  never  killed  an  old 
shoot  everything  that  comes  near  the  bojit;  can  not 
tell  the  sex  in  the  water.  The  seal  are  not  nearly 
as  plentiful  as  they  on«'e  w«'re,  and  1  think  they  are 
hunted  too  much  by  schooners.     Have  never  known 


bull. 
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,    .  ,.  „        any  pups  to  1m'  born  in  the  water  or  on  tlie  lijTul  anv- 

>io  pelftgio  birth.  i"  •        »i      i  i    i  i  i-  i  1 

wliere  in  Ahiskii.     I  liMve  never  known  any  fnr-seal  to 
haul  up  on  the  huul.     OUl  tables  tell  us  that  they 

cmHf  ""*  '"'"'  "''  "°  lisxiled  up  at  one  time,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  learn 
that  they  ever  «1  id.    Never  seen  any  fur-seal  any  where 

arouml  this  island  or  in  any  of  the  inland  waters. 

Henry  Halpane. 

Subseribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lOth  day  of  May,  ISDli. 

A.  W.  Lavknpkh, 
United  IStates  Treasury  Aycnt. 


n\ 


Deposition  of  Jack  Johnson,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   DEALING. 

Jaek  Johnson,  beinjf  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  3(1  years 
old,  and  was  born  at  Tonjyrass,  and  now  live  at  Wrangel.  Am  a  iiunter 
by  occupation,  and  have  hunted  fur-seal  in  IJueen 
('harlotte  Sound,  using-  shotgun  exclusively.  Quit<^  a 
number  of  seals  are  lost;  I  don't  know  how  maiiy. 
Most  of  the  seals  taken  are  females  with  pup.  Once 
in  a  while  an  old  bull  is  killed.  Everything  in  the 
shai)e  of  a  seal  that  ciunes  near  the  boat  is  shot.  Seal 
are  not  nearly  as  plentiful  on  the  coast  as  in  former 
times.  Have  never  known  puiis  to  be  born  in  the  water 
or  on  the  land  in  this  i)art  of  Ahisk.a.  Have  never 
known  or  heard  of  fur-seals  hauling  up  on  the  land  (m 
the  coast  of  Alaska.  My  idea  is  that  there  are  too 
many  camp-fires  around  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  tliat 
scares  the  seal  out  to  sea.  The  seal  smell  the  smoke  and  won't  <'<»me 
n«'ar  tiie  land;  and  there  are  a  huge  number  of  people  shooting  seal, 
which  scares  them  away  also. 

Ills 

Jack  x  Johnson. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
.1.  M.  I'OTTER. 
A.  W.  liAVENDKR. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  bc^fore  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1S02. 

A.  W.  Lavendek, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  Johnnie  Johntin,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   sealing. 

Johnnie  Johntin,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  belong  to 

Khnvak,  where  1  was  born.    Am  now  living  at  Shakaii. 

Experk'nce.  Am  by  occupatiou  a  hunter;  have  been  hunting  seal 

and  land  animals  since  a  boy.     Have  always  hunted 

seal  off  Prince  of  Wales  Islaml  in  spring  and  early  summer.    Have 

always   used   shotgun   and  riHe  for  taking  seal.     I   never  lose  any 

A  hirjif  proportion   ^*^^^  wheu  I  slioot  theiii,  bccause  I  always  shoot  them 

kiiii«i  prignaut   fu-  closc  to.     A  largci  proportion  of  seals  killed  by  me  Were 

cows  with  pup.     Have  killed  a  very  few  old  bulls  and 


uialuH. 
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kill- 


some  y«'iirliii{?s.  I  shoot  everything  in  .shape  of  a  seal  tliat  comes  near 
the  boat  and  use  no  discriniination.  Tlien*  are  t»»o 
many  schooners  hnntiny"  seal  off  I'rince  of  Wah's  Is- 
hiiul,  and  it  is  hard  for  indians  to  get  any  in  canoes. 
Have  never  known  pups  to  be  born  in  tlie  water  or  on 
the  hind  anywhere  on  the  coast  of  Alaska.  I  lave  never 
known  any  seal  to  Iniul  up  on  the  land  in  Alaska.  I 
have  never  seen  any  fur-seal  in  the  inhind  waters  of 
Alaska  wherever  I  Inive  traveled.  I  think  all  schooners  should  be 
stopped  tVom  hunting  seal  off  Prince  of  Wales  Islands, 
so  the  seal  w<mld  become  plentiful  (mce  more  and  the  in- 
dians could  catch  them  agaiu. 


No  |M'la;:ir  liirtli. 


Do  nut   haul  ii|i  on 
laud. 


I'lolritiiiu. 


Johnnie 


Ills 

X    .bUINTlN. 

murk. 


Witness  to  his  mark: 

J.    M.    I'OTTKR. 

A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  this  7tli  day  of  May,  lSj>2. 

A.  \v.  Lavendku, 
United  IStat«'s  Tt'mxnnj  Afi<nf. 


Deposition  of  James  Klonneket,  sealer. 


Kx|pfru'iicf. 
MiK>'atiiin. 

kill.     When 

Di'cri'iisi'. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 

James  Klouacket,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  was  born 
at  Klin<iuan,  and  have  lived  at  H<)wkan  a  great  many  years.  I  am  now 
a  very  old  nnin  and  am  a  hunter  by  occupation.  Have  hunted  fur-seal 
for  twelve  seastms  off"  I'rince  of  Wales  Island.  Have 
always  hunted  seal  a  month  and  a  half  before  the  small 
birds  hatch,  and  they  hatch  abont  .June  1.  The  seal  all 
go  north  about  this  time.  1  use  the  shotgunfor  taking 
seal,  and  sometimes  I  lose  one  or  two  out  of  ten  that  I 
first  began  to  hunt  seals  the  females  were  plenty,  but 
now  they  are  not  so  plenty.  The  majority  of  seals  killed 
the  last  few  years  have  been  young  males  two  and  three  years  old.  I 
hrve  killed  a  few  old  bulls.  They  were  lot  plentiful  when  I  first  bcga" 
to  hunt,  then  they  got  plenty,  and  now  tiiey  are  nearly  all  gone.  I'e- 
male  and  male  seals  look  the  same  in  water,  unless  it  be  an  old  bull, 
which  I  can  tell  by  its  bigness,  and  I  shoot  everything  that  ijomes  ni';ir 
the  canoe.  Seal  used  to  be  plentiful,but  now  they  are  nearly  all  gone. 
They  aretoomuch  hunted  by  the  white  men  with  schoon-  .1.  ,  .  i  .  i 

ers.     Have  never  known  any  pups  tobeb(U'n  in  the  water     *"i>'i'«"  >"ii 
orontheland  anywhere  in  Alaska  or  British  Columbia,  and  I  don't  know 
where  they  are  born.    I  don't  know  of  any  fur-seal 
hauling  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska  or  British   u,f,',',' |!;;'',i'''''''' '"'"' 
Columbia,  and  1  don't  know  where  they  do  haul  up. 

llIM 

Jambs  x  Klonacket. 

mark 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
A.  VV.  Lavender. 
H.  li.  GouLU,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  May,  1H02. 

A.  VV.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasnr;i  Agent. 
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Testimony 


I  il 


m 


Jh-position  of  Edirdnl  MaithoKl,  nealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALlNCr. 

Edward  ^Maitland,  Ikmiij?  <lnly  sworn,  doposps  and  says:  T  was  horn 
in  Jiritish  Columbia.  1  r<'sid«^now  in  NewMetlakalitla.  Am  31  .vearsold. 
I  liavo,  b«en  a  linnter  all  my  life.  Have  luintcd  seal  in 
a  canoe;  my  lod^c  was  on  Dundas  Island,  and  I  hunted 
in  (,^tieen  ( Charlottes  Sound  and  Dix<»ns  Kntrance.  Always  used  the  sliot- 
}ii\u  for  taking'  seal.  Alxmt  50  per  cent  of  the  seals  shot  with  shot^t'un  are 
lost.  Most  of  the  seals  taken  by  me  have  been  femah's 
witli  puj*.  I  have  never  taken  a  biy  bull  in  my  life.  I  lave 
kille<l  small  bulls  and  some  yearl  in  jjs.  Itmakes  nodif- 
ferenceif  aseal  isamaleorft'uiale;  we  shoot  everything  that  <'omes  near 
en<mgh.  I  have  never  kn«)wn  any  i)ups  to  be  born  in 
the  water,  or  on  the  land  on  the  coast  anmnd  tiiis  i>art 
of  Alaska.  1  have  never  known  any  fur-seal  to  haul 
up  on  tlie  land  anywhere  in  Alaska.  I  have  never 
seen  any  fur-seal  around  Annette  Island  anywhere. 

Edwaru  Maitlanu. 

Witn«'ss  to  his  sijiuature: 
J.  M.  I'oTTEll. 

Subsciibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  Alay,  1802. 

A.  \V.  Lavkndeh, 
United  /States  Tieaaury  Ayent. 


Kx|MTi«m'f. 


Miistl.v  |>ri';;nuiit  t'l 
inali'it  tiiki'ii. 


Ko  iH'lM^ir  birth. 


I)ii  nut  haul    11])  on 
Aliiskau  I'liaHt. 


Deposition  of  Frederick  Maaon,  nealer. 


OlH'hulf     flMlllll«'S 

kilh'd. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Frederick  Mason,  beinj;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  32  years 
old.    Was  btnn  in  Hritish  ( 'tdumbia,  and  n()w  reside  at  New  Metlakahtla. 
Am  a  hunter  by  occupatitm;  have  hunted  fur-seal  in 
Experimi.e.  <?aut)es  siuce  1  was  a  boy.    The  seal  first  make  their 

api)earanee  in  March  off  Prince  of  Wales  Islantl,  and  leave  about  the 
mitldle  of  June.  IMy  hunting  lodge  has  always  been  on  Nicholas  Bay, 
antl  I  have  hunted  in  Qiu'en  ('harlotte  Stmnd,  Dixons  Entrance,  and  off 
Prince  of  Wales  Island.  I  always  use  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal,  and 
lose  abtmt  25  per  cent  of  what  1  shoot.  The  seals  killed 
by  me  were  about  half  males  and  half  females.  Have 
killed  but  one  old  bull  in  my  life.  I  have  killed  <|uite  a 
number  of  yearling  seals,  but  never  examined  them  as 
to  sex.  Everything  that  conies  near  the  boat  in  shape 
of  a  seal  is  shot;  I  can  not  tell  the  sex  of  a  seal  till 
There  are  not  near  as  many  hunters  hunting  seal  as 
there  used  to  be,  for  tVie  seal  are  decreasing  very  fast.  I  know  be- 
cause I  am  hunting  seal  all  the  time.  There  are  too  many  schooners 
hunting  seal  ttff  the  Prince  t>f  Wales  Island  and  Dixons  Entrance  and 
iftheyarenot  stopped  they  will  soon  be  all  gone.  1 
have  never  seen  a  pup  born  in  the  water,  nor  liave  I 
ever  heard  of  a  [uip  being  btu'ii  on  the  land  anmnd 
this  part  of  Alaska.  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  a 
fur  seal  being  hauled  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  this 


ill 


IiiiliMcrhiiiimtf  kill- 


after  it  is  dead. 


Prut(^rtU)ii. 


Nu  ]iela^i<.'  birth. 


TAKF.N    IN    OK    NKAK    DIXoN    KMKANCK. 


2Hr) 


piii't  of  Aliiskii,  nor  do  I  believe  tli;it  old  t'aldc  tliat  is      Do  not  iiani  ni 

told  by  80IIU'  of  tilt'  old  iiu>ii  tliiit  fiir  scid  once  did  liaul   """''' 
up  lu'i'o,or  imy  otlior  part  of  Alaska  oiitsid*' of  t\\v.  Seal  Islands.    I  think 
if  the  sclioonors  w«'r«'pr<ddblt«'d  from  taking  seal,  they  would  becoiiu' 
plentiful,  as  they  weie  years  ago. 

liiH 

Fkedeiuck  X   Mason. 

inuik. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

DAVII)    IjKASK. 

A.    W.    liAVENDKK. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  belbre  me  this  Kith  day  of  May,  ISOl*. 

A.  W.  Lavi;m)i;i:, 
i'uital  States  Ttr(t,suri/  Atjcnt. 


j^^ 


Deposition  of  Amos  Mill,  svalcr. 

PEI,A<1I(J  SKALING. 

Amos  Mill,  beinji'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  boi-n  in  Brit- 
ish (Johnnbia;  lam  about  ."iO  years  old,  and  now  residt- in  New  Metla- 
kahtla;  have  been  a  liuuterall  my  life;  have  hunted  fur- 
seal  incanoes;  my  lod^i>  is  on  Diindas  Island,  and  I  hunt 
ort'  l'riuee«)f  VVah'S  Island,  in  (^)ueen  Charlotte's  Sound  and  Dixon's  Kn- 
tranee;  have  always  used  the  shot{;un  tor  taking;' seal;  about  20  per  cent 
of  the  seals  I  shoot  with  shotj-un  are  lost;  most  all  the 
8»'als  kilh'il  by  me  have  been  females  with  pup;  t!ie 
seal  hunting'  comnuMices  in  March  and  ends  about 
the  middle  of  Juiu';  the  seal  are  constantly  fioiuf*' 
north  duriuf;'  that  tinu';  I  shoot  all  seal  thatconu'  near 
the  boat,  rej-ardless  of  sex;  havt*  never  killed  but  two 
old  bulls  in  my  life;  1  have  killed  a  few  younj^'  bulls, 
and  plenty  of  yearlin{>- seal;  never  examiiu'd  them  as 
to  sex;  1  iiave  never  kiu>wii  any  pups  to  be  born  in  the 
water  (U-  any  on  the  hnul  in  this  part  of  Alaska;  I  have 
never  seen  any  si'al  hauled  out  on  the  land  anywhere 
around  this  part  (►f  Alaska;  I  have  seen  a  few  fur-seals 
in  the  waters  n«'ar  I'rince  of  Wales  Island  in  the 
mouths  of  May  and  Juntf. 


Kx|HMicIH'l'. 


Miisl     iill    |irt';;iiiili( 
I'liiiili'S  kill"<l. 


.MiL'iatiiiu. 


IiitliMci'iiiiiiiate  kill 

iiiu 


Nil  licl:i^ic  biiili. 


I)ii  not   liniil   lip  on 
coiist. 


liis 

Amos  X  Mill. 

mark. 

Witness  t(»  his  mark: 
David  Lkask. 

A.   W.    liAVENDKR. 

Subscribe«l  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  May,  1S02. 

A.  W.  IjAvkndkk, 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 
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TESTIMONY 


Kxiicricnct). 

iiniimtf  kill- 


Dcinmiion  of  Maftlieir  Morris,  sealer. 

VELXiiW  SEALING. 

]\IiittluMV  Morris,  beiii};-  <lnly  sworn,  deposes  and  snys:  I  wiis  born  at 
Kasan  and  am  22  y(>ar8  old.  Am  a  linnter  by  occnpa- 
tion  and  liave  linnted  fnr-seal  in  canoes  oil'  I'rinee  of 
Wales  Island.  Always  use  tlie  sliotfjiin  for  takiii},'  seal. 
I  lose  very  few,  as  1  always  shoot  tliem  clos«'  to  llie  boat. 
SliO(»t  evi'ryMdM};'  that  comes  near  the  boat  in  shape  of 
a  s«'al,  ami  use  no  diserimination.  Most  of  the  steals 
taken  by  me  have  been  cows  with  pup.  Kirst  taken  the 
seal  oH"  this  islan<l  in  May.  Since  the  schooners  have 
commenced  to  hunt  sea!  they  are  becomin}*'  very  scarce 
and  the  Indians  ha/e  to  go  a  long  ways  to  get  the  few 
that  they  do.  I  ha\  e  never  kiu)wii  any  pujjs  to  be  born 
in  the  wat«'r,  (»i  j'.iiy  fur-seal  to  haul  u]>  on  the  hmd  in 
this  part  of  Alaska.  J.  have  never  seen  aiiy  fui-seal  in 
the  water  anywhere  around  in  the  inland  wateis  of 
Alaska.  I  think  all  the  schooners  ought  to  be  stopped 
catching  seal,  so  the  Indians  could  catch  them  again. 

Matthew  x  Morris, 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Oth  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.  W.  Lavem)E1{, 
United  /States  Treasury  Ayeitt. 


Iiiili 

i.iK. 


Mostly  iin'Kiiaiil  I'r- 
nialt-H  tiiki'n. 

MiKi'iitiiiii. 
Uecieam). 

Kii  iit'lii^ii'  liii'tli. 
Dii  nut  haul  up  ou 

CUUHt. 

Protection. 


Deposition  of  Dan  NatlUan,  sealer. 


a 


Adventure. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Dan  Nathlan,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  on 

Queen  Charlottes  Island.    Am  2'*  years  <dd  and  now 

ExpciioMce.  reside  at  liowkan.    Am  a  hunter  by  occupation.    Have 

hunted  fur  seal  since  1  was  a  boy.    This  is  the  first 

year  I  ever  hunted  on  a  schooner;  am  now  on  the  schooner  Ad- 
venture. When  I  was  a  boy  I  hunted  seal  in  Dixon's 
Entrance  and  ott'  (^ueeu  Charlottes  Islands.    Always 

hunted  during  April  and  IMay!    In  .June  the  seal  all  leave,  going  north. 

Have  always  used  the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.  Sometimes  I  lose  two 
and  sometimes  three  seal  out  of  ten  I  shoot.    About  one- 

fenXl'"'^  pregnant  ]^.^^^^  ^f  tHe  seal  of  tlu'  Seal  I  have  taken  were  females 
with  pup.     Have  taken  a  very  few  yearlings.     Once  iu 

a  while  I  take  an  tdd  bull,  but  not  often.  Tlje  male  seals  that  1  have 
killed  are  two  and  three  years  old,  I  think.    We  shoot 

_^  imhscrnninate  kill-  everything  that  comes  near  the  canoe,  regardless  of  sex. 
The  sex  can  not  be  told  in  the  water  unless  it  be  an  old 

bull.  The  last  four  or  iive  years  sea!  have  been  growing  scarcer  every 
year,  owing,  I  think,  to  too  nmny  wliitemenhuntingseals 
in  schooners  off  (^ueen  (Jiiarlotte  Islands  and  in  Dixons 


Decrease. 


TAKKN    IN    OK     NKAR    IUXON    KNTKANCE. 


2S7 


Kiitriinco.     I  tliink  if  tlic  scliomun-s  ace  lutt  ])i'oliil>it('(l      rintnti.m. 

fioiii  liiiiitiii^' seal  tlH'.v  will  soon  Itccoiiu' as  scarce  as  the 

sea  otter  now  is.    Thn«'  liaveonly  lieeii  two  seal  killrd  l»y  tin-  fomM-aiioes 

liuiitiii^'  oti'  Cape  Mii/oii  tin's  season,  whieli  shows  )»lainl,v  eiioii<;li  tliat 

the  seal  are  most  all  j;-one.     I   have  iievei'  seen  any 

\m\)  seal  horn  in  the  water  or  on  the  lan<l  anywhere 

aionnd  Uritish  Cohunhia  or  Alaska.     Have  never  seen 

any  tin- seal  liani  upon  the  land  anywhere  in  iMaska, 

or  Uritisii  Columbia,  or  t»:i  (^ueen  Charlottes  Islands. 


Nn  pilnKir  l)iiUi. 


Do  not  liaiil    ii|>  III! 

I'llllSt. 


liiH 

Dan  X  Natulan. 

iiiiirk. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  May,  1S!L*. 

A.  \V,    liAVKNDKU, 

United  iStdtes  Trcaxinif  Aijitit. 


Mifirntion. 

Hair    |iri';:iiaiit 
inairt)  taken. 


I'o- 


Have 


Deposition  of  Joseph  Neisltlaith;  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

.Tosepli  Xeishkaitk,  beiiiff  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born 
ill  British  Columbia;  am  (»(•  years  old,  an<l  now  reside 
at  New  Melakahtia;  am  a  hunter  by  occupation;  have      KxiHri.mr. 
hunted  fur-seal;  hunt  in  J)ixons  KntraiH-e  and  (^)ueen 
Charlotte  Sound.     The  seal  make  their  api)earence  the  last  of  March 
and  disappear  the  1st  of  .lune,  aiul  I  hunt  them  (lur- 
ing that  time.     Use  tlie  shotgun  for  taking  seal,  and 
lose  about  25  per  cent  of  those  I  shoot.    Think  about 
half  of  the  seals  taken  by  lue  have  been  cows  with  pup; 
the  rest  are  yearlings  and  young  males  two  and  three  years  old. 
nevei- seen  an  old  bull  in  my  life.     Everything  is  killed      ,  ,.    ...,.„ 

1  DUlSt'l'IIDIIItttC  Kill* 

that  comes  near  the  canoe  in  shape  of  a  seal.    We  can-   ins. 
not  tell  a  male  from  a  female  in  the  water.    Scl  are 
not  near  as  i>lenty  as  they  used  to  be;  too  many  hunt-      i*"'™"*®- 
ers  are  <'atching  them  ami  indiscriminately  killing  them.     T  have  never 
known  any  pups  to  be  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  laud  around  this 
part  of  Alaska.     I  am  a  very  old  man,  and  1  have  never 
even   heard  of.     I  have  never  heard  of  or  seen  any 
seal  hauled  up  on  the  c<»ast  of  Alaska  anywhere.    I  lave 
never  even  seen  any  fur-seal  in  the  waters  arcmnd  An- 
nette Sound  or  in  any  of  the  iidand  waters.     1  think  if 
the  schooners  were  prohibited  from  taking  seal  they 
would  become  plentiful  again. 

Joseph  x  Neishkaitk. 

mark. 

Witnesse  to  his  mark: 
David  Leask. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  IStates  Treasury  Aijent. 


No  piila};ir  biilli. 


Dn  not  liaiil  u)>  on 

coast. 

I'riitn  tion. 
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TKSTI.MONY 


Jhinmiiion  of  XUIotih,  Hntlvr, 


rELA<JI("   MEAMNO. 


HI 


Kx|H'rii'iii'r. 


MiKratiiin. 


Ntkla-ah,  li('iii}i«liily  sworn,  ilt-poscs  iiiid  says:  I  was  born  at  liowkan. 
Am  very  old;  about  (iO  years  old.     I  luivc  'ocon  a  hun- 
ter all  my  lile.     Have  hunted  tur-seai  evrry  season 
since  I  was  old  enongli,  in  a  canoe.    The  seal  always  come  here  befoi'f 
the  birds  bejiin  to  sinjj;  very  much,  and  they  are  all  jjone 
wh«'n  the  salmon  berries  ]L;et  ripe,  which  I  tliink  is  be- 
tween the  months  of  Maicli  and  July.     Have  used  a  Hudson  IJay  shot- 
;;un  since  1  can  n'inember  for  taking  seal.     1  very  rarely  l<)se  a  seal, 
because  I  shoot  them  close  to  the  boat.     I  think  about 
nant'il  nii'iiVs''  '" '  *"    ''"'*  ^^l'*'  ^♦'"''^  takcu  by  uioan'  fenmles  with  pup.     Have 
never  taken  but  a  few  ohi  bulls  in  my  life.     Have  taken 
a  {jood  nmny  yearlinj-s.  but  never  examined  them  as  to  sex.    When  I 
was  a  yoniip:  nmn  seals  were  much  more  plentiful  than  they  are  now. 
The  last  thiee  years,  8in<e  the  schooners  beyan  hunting  seals,  tlu'y 
liave  become  very  scarce.     It  is  hanl  for  the  Indians 
to  get  any  Udw,  and  this  y<'ar  they  have  killed  but  two. 
About  th«'  tinu'  the  wild  gccse  ar<'  tlyiiig  north  the  seals  are  most  jilen- 
tiful.     1  <'an  not  tell  the  ditleience  between  a  male  and  a  female  seal  in 
the  water,  and  I  sho<>t  eveiy  seal  that  comes  near  the 
caiKie.     J  think  if  the  schooners  are  not  stopjied  from 
liunting  seal  the  seal,  like  the  sraotter,  will  soon  be 
all  gone.     J  have  never  known  or  heard  of  juips  being 
born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  an,^  where  in  Hritisli 
Columbia,  Queen  ('harh)tte  Islands,  or  Alaska.    1  have  never  known 
or  heard  of  fur-seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  aiiywher<( 
co'iNt  '""  '"'"' "'' ""   '"  l^>it»f<l»<-'«J"">l>ii'>Q»it'«"<-"''i>'lotte  Islands,  or  Alaska. 

^TKLA-AH  (his  X  mark). 
Witnesses  to  his  mark: 

A.  W.  liAVKNDEB, 

H.  U.  (louLD,  Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  belbre  me  this  12th  day  of  May,  1S92. 

A.  W.  Lavi:ni)i;i{, 
United  IStaten  Treasury  Aijeut. 


niriciist'. 


Iiiilis<  rhiiiimtc  kill- 
iliK- 

Nil  I  c'IiikIc  Mi  til. 


Depihsition  of  Peter  Ohon,  fur  hunter. 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 


II 


Peter  Olsctn,  being  duly  swoin,  dep<»ses  and  says:  T  was  born  at 

Howkan,  and  have  lived  at  Kasan  since  I  was  a  b«)V. 
Kxpirienco.  j,.^^.^,  been  ji  liuuter  all  my  life.     Have  never  hunted 

fur  seal;  always  hunted  on  the  land;  a  great  many  of  our  j)eople  hunt 
fur-seal  along  the  coast  of  Prince  of  Wales  Islands  and  out  in  Dixon's 

Entrance.  I  have  nev«'rseen  any  fur-seal  anywhere  iu 
in '^nhrmrwaJr"  *'''''  ^''♦'  iuhiiid  Waters,  ncu'  have  1  ever  heard  of  any  being 

annnid  the  inland  waters  of  this  part  of  Alaska.  I  have 
iiiMi' ""'  '"'"^  "^  ""  "*^^*^'^'  known  of  any  fur-seal  pup  to  be  born  in  the  water 

or  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska.  The  In- 
dian fur-seal  hunters  of  my  people  all  tell  me  that  the  fur-seal  are  be- 
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c'oiiiin;;'  vrry  Si'iin-c.    Too  innny  whiti'  nn'ii  arc  killiiijr  tlu'in  all  tin*  time, 

aiul  tliev  kill  cows  with  pii|»  as  well  as  other  kinds.     1 

aiii  the  <-lii('f  of  lay  jicopU',  and  they  all  fell  inc  what 

thry  know.     II"  the  st'hooncrs  were  sto|i|(i>d  hunting  seal,  they  would 

hcconn'  i)h'nty  once  more,  and  my  people  would  ^et      ,, 

jdenty  o\uv  nunv,  and  they  need  them  very  much. 

hit 

i'ETEu  X  Olson. 

murk 

Witiu'sa  to  his  mark: 

.1.  M.  I'OTTKK. 

A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  1802. 

A.  VV.  Lavender, 
United  StatcH  Trvimury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Jack  Shueky,  scaler, 

pelagic  sealing. 

Jack  Shncky,  bciufj  duly  sworn,  deposes  au<l  says:  Was  born  in 
Hhakan;  am  a  hunter  by  occu[)ation;  have  hunted 
seal  in  summer  time  and  bear  in  winter  since  I  was  a  I'-^P'^riemo. 
boy;  have  always  hunted  seal  ott"  I'rince  of  Wales  Islaiuls  in  my 
can(»e.  Shotgun  and  ritle  are  used  by  me  for  taking  seal.  About  25 
]»er  ci'ut  are  lost  when  shot  with  the  shotfiun  and  more  are  lost  when 
shot  with  ritle.  The  majority  taken  are  females  with 
pup.  On«'e  in  awhile  an  old  bull  is  taken,  but  very  sel- 
dom. A  few  small  yt'arlinfjs  are  taken,  but  not  many. 
All  seal  are  killed  that  comi*  near  the  boat.  I  never 
stoj*  to  consider  whether  it  is  a  male  <u'  female, 
bnt  kill  it  off  if  1  can.  Since  the  schooners  have 
liunted  seal  oti'  the  I'rince  of  Wales  Island  the  seals  have  become 
scarce,  and  it  is  hard  for  the  Indians  to  };et  any  in 
can(>es.  In  former  tinu's  they  used  to  get  plenty. 
Never  known  of  pui)S  being  born  in  the  water  or  any- 
where in  this  ]»art  of  Alaska.  Have  never  known  of 
seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  anywhere  in  Alaska,  nor 
have  1  ever  seen  any  fur-seal  in  the  inland  waters 
between  this  jdace  and  Wrangel  Island.  If  the 
schooners  arc  aUowed  to  hunt  seal  any  h»nger  the  seal 
will  somi  all  be  gone.    That's  all  1  have  to  say. 


Majority   taken 
pri'KDant  t'cinalci. 


liHliHcriiiiiiiatu  kill- 
Inji. 


Dt'irease. 

No  jieln>:ic  Ijirtli. 

Do  not  haul  up  on 
laiitl. 

Do  not  rti'<iueut  iu- 
liind  watcr.H. 

Protection. 


liiH 

Jack  x  Siiucky. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M,  roTTKR. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  Vv.  Lavender, 
,      .                      ....  United  states  Treasury  Agent. 
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!i  i! 


Deposition  of  Aaron  si ))isft)i.  x('(tli'r. 

PKLAUK'   SEALING. 

Aaron  Siinsoii,  being  duly   sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  ro+ide  at 

Wrangei  and  am  -5-5  y«'}irs.     I  have  brinted  seal  some  ort"  (^hieeii  ("liar 

lotte's  Island;  always  use  sliotj^iiii  and   litle.     Most  of 

'''"^"""'  the  seal  taken  by  me  were  eows  with  imp.     In  all  my 

MoHtiy     i.reKnant   traveling  ar(mn<I  in  tlte  watei-s  ofstHitlieastern  Alaska, 

fenialfH  taken.  f*  i-..  i   i 

1  have  only  seen  one  tnr-seal  in  my  hie.     1  liave  never 
No i'<i''i.'i<:  ••"■til.       ^ggjj  j^j.  jjgard  of  piip  seals  being  Itorn  in  the  water  or 

anywhere  in  Alaska:  nor  have  i  ever  sw-eii  or  heai<l  of  fur-seals  hauling 
,    ,  ui)  on  the  land  in  anv  pjirt  of  Alaska.     I  think  that  all 

Vo  not  haul  up  cm       '  .  ■  i         i-  i        i  i  i         i.  i  ^i  . 

Aia»k.->ii  <o88t.  pelagic  seal  hunting  should  be  stopped  so  the  seal  can 

i'rt.t«'<ti(.n.  become  plentiful  again,  for  now  the  seal  are  so  scarce 

that  the  Indians  can  catch  but  verv  few,  where  in  olden 
Decnas.-.  ^^^^^^^^  ^j^^y  caught  plenty. 

Aaron  Simson. 
Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  this  9th  day  of  May,  185)2. 

A.    \V.    LAVKNnEU, 

United  Staters  Treasury  Ayent. 


ll 


Derrease. 


Dej^oHition  of  George  Sl'idtlia,  chief  of  the  Hyda  Indians  and  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEAJ.ING. 

(leorge  Skultka,  being  duly  sworn,  dejioses  and  says:  I  was  l>orii  at 
Howkan  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life.  I  am  chief  of  the  Hyda 
Indians:  am  about  aO  years  old.  Am  w  Imiiter  i>y  <M'ciii)atioii.  Have 
liunt«'d  fur-seal  since  1  was  about  2(»  yciirs  old.  We  c«tinmenc«'  hunting 
when   the  geese  begin  to  Hy  and  hunt  for  a  month  and  a  half.     The 

geese  commence  to  tiy  about  the  last  of  April.     1  have 

Experience.  always  use<l  a  shotgun  lor  taking  .><eal.     i  los«'  pretty 

imiiKcriniiiintekiii-  near  half  of  the  Seal  that  1  kill.    Always  shoot  evety- 

"*^  thing  that  comes  near  the  boat  in  shape  of  a  seal,  re- 

Viiuli*"'"""*    '^'"""'''''   gunlless  of  sex.     1  think  about  tlire*- neinale    with  pup 

out  of  every  ten  kilh'd.  I  kill  lots  ot  yearling  seals.  biBt 
never  examined  them  as  to  sex.     Never  sh(»ot  any  ohl  tmlls,  although  1 

have  seen  a  good  many.     There  an*  no  seal  left  now; 

they  are  most  all  kille<l  oil'.  The  last  reii  years  the  seal 
have  been  decreasing  very  fast,  ever  since  the  white  men  with  seboonei's 
,    i  i.i       began  to  hunt  them.     Have   never  seen  anv  fur-seal 

born  in  the  water  oi-  on  the  land  anywhere  ni  Hritish 
Columbia  or  Alaska.  Have  iu'ver  seen  or  heard  of  iuiy  fur  fM'al  ro(>U- 
eries  in  British  Columbia  or  Alaska.  AJl  the  liuiit«'rs  went  out  hunting 
this  season,  and  returned  home  (ii-icornaged,  only  cat<'hiiig  two  fur- 
seals.    The  fur-seal,  like  the  sea-ottci'j  uj-c  all  gone. 

his 

Geokge  X  Skultka. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 
A.  VV.  Lavender. 
H.  K.  Gould, 

Interpreter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Ilith  day  «»f  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  LavT'^nder, 
tUniteU  iStates  Treasury  Agent. 
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Ih'lutHition  of  WiU'mm  (L  TliomuH,  Jinhennnii. 

PKLAGIC   SEALING. 

William  G.  Tlioinas,  l)t'iiij«'  duly  .sworn,  deposes  and  says:  ITave  lived 
in  soutiieastern  Alaska  the  last  eleven  years,  s«' "en  of  wliieh  I  resi<led 
at  Fort  VVranjre),  Have  been  i'liyafied  in  the  fishing  business  a  nuniber 
of  years.  1  have  in'ver  se«'n  or  lu^ard  of  any  fur-seal 
being  seen  in  any  of  the  inland  wateis  of  Alaska,  nor 
ha^'e  I  ever  known  of  or  seen  any  fur-seal  hauh'd  ujkui 


Kxpirrii'Iivu. 


Xover  lieanl  of  fur 


uui    hi'ani     III'    tlieni 
liaiiliiiK  lip  on  coiutt. 


the   land  in   any   part  of  Alaska.     Have  employed  a  nt-ai  in  iniiimi  wiit.T«, 
{(rear  many  Indian  lisliermen,  and  had  there  been  a  fur- 
seal  rookery  in  any  part  of  the  Alaskan  coast  1  should 
eertaiulv  i;ave  heard  of  it. 

Wm.  G.  Thomas. 

Subscribed  and  swoiiii  to  befori'  n»e  tliis  J)tli  day  of  May,  18}Hi. 

A.  \V.  liAVKNDEU, 

United  Staten  Treanury  Agent. 


J)t'2)osition  of  (leorffc  Vsher,  scaler. 
PELAUIC   SEALING. 


'■J 


Cieorfje  nslier.  heinj:' duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  was  born  in 
Hritisli  Cniunibin.     I   am  ."iT  years  old.  ;in(l    reside  at 
New  Metlakiiiit!;).     1   have  been  a  hunter  all   my  life.      Kxiiernnte. 
1   was  one  ol    rhe  first  to  hunt  fur  seals  anion;;   the 
Tsimpsheiis.   ;ind    have    liunled  seal    ever  since.     I   always   hunt   in 
canoes.     INIy  liuiitiii;^'  place  has  always  been  off  Dundas  Island.     Have 
hunted  in  (^)iieeii  ( "liarlotte's  Sound.  Dixons  I'^iitrance,  and  off  Prince 
of  Wales  Island.     I  have  always  used  the  shot^'un    for  takinj"' seal.     1 
think   I  {••eiierally  lose  al>out  ~'>  ]>er  cent  of  the  seals  shot  with  shot- 
gun.    Most  of  tin-  seals  taken   have  been  cows  with 
puj).     I  have  taken  but  a  very  few  old  bulls.     I  have 
killed  I'lenty  of  yoniiy  males,  and  have  taken  quite  a 
number  of  Ncarlinys.  but  m-ver  examined  them  as  to 
sex.     1  always  shoot  everytliiiifi'  that  comes  near  the 
boat,  leyard less  of  sex.     We  use  no  discrimination.     Last  year  there 
seemed  to  lie   a  ;;reat  number  of  seals  on  my  old  hunting'  grounds.     I 
have  never  seen  any  jiups  born  in  tin'  wat«'r.    Tin' seals 
at  this  time  of  year  are  always  j-oinfi-  north.     I  have 
never  seen   any  fur-seal  hauled  up  on  the  rocks  any- 
where on  the  coast  of  this  |)art  of  i\liiska.    I  have  never 
seen  anv  fur  seal  anvwhere  around  Annette  Island. 


MosHx  iiri'gnuntfi'. 
iiiulcH  tllklMI. 

IniliHcriniiimtK  kill- 

ill);. 


No  |H-liiuiobirlli. 
Do  not   liuiil  up  on 

COilHt. 


llJK 

George  x  I'siier. 

uiiirk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
David  Leask. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribe<l  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  10th  day  of  INfay,  1892. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
i'niteil  i^tateH  Tnamiry  Agent, 


'  >t 


\l 


f 


i 


Migration. 


Mniiirity     taken 
liraKDiiot  tVnialus. 

Iii(liM<-i'iiniimtti  kill- 
inn. 

Uwirpane. 
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Affidavit  of  I'md  Young,  sealer. 

PELAGIf   SEALING. 

Paul  Touhg,  bciiT{i  duly  sworn.  depoNes  and  says:  T  was  born  at 
Kasan,  and  am  .'iO  years  oJd;  liav*'  Mved  at  Kasan  allniy 
ExptTicnco.  ]if^..  a,(,   j^  imiiter  by  o<M;upati(m:  in  tin-  sprin}>:  and 

early  summer  I  Imnt  fui-seal  iii  canoe.  Seal  make 
tlieir  appearanee  ott"  Pruui-e  of  Wjties  Islands  in  A[>ril. 
Always  use  shotgun  for  taking  s«il.  I  lose  bur  very  few  seal,  as  1 
always  shoot  theui  very  -Mwe  to  the  boat.  Most  of  the 
seals  1  have  kille<l  were  ^-mides  with  pup.  Onee  in  a 
while  an  old  bull  is  takeii.  I  use  no  discrimination  and 
kill  everything  that  coi»«'  near  the  boat  in  shape  of  a 
seal.  Seal  have  lieen  diMu^tpearing  very  rapidly  the 
last  few  years,  and  it  i»>  Liaird  for  <mr  people  to  get 
them.  There  are  too  many  whit*'  njen  hranamig  them  with  8elioon«'rs«  i' 
Prince  of  VVales  Island.  I  have  never  st^i  ajiy  fur-seal  in  the  inlaiul 
wat(>rsof  this  part  of  Alaska,  nor  iuive  1  ^vn-  heard  of  any  heing  tlnM-e 
.     ,  from  the  peoitle  ot  my  tiTiie.     Have  never  known  any 

Do  not  liuiil   up  on    ^  1  i      1         1  J.I  1  1  T 

loMHt.  No  pelagic  tur-seal  to  haul  upon  th*-  la-md,  ntu  have  I  ever  seen  or 
heard  of  pups  bt^a-g  bnm  im  the  water.  I  think  the 
schooners  should  iie  .Ht.(»pne<il  from  hunting  seal,  and 
tlieii  fbey  would  in't-onie  pi«'ury  again,  and  the  Indians 

co^ild  kill  them  again  as  they  used  to. 

liis 

Paul  x  Young. 

luark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavendkb. 

Sulwcribtod  and  sworn  to  bef««e  me  this  !)th  day  of  IVIay,  1892. 

A.  VV.  Lavenuek, 
United  tStates  Treasury  Agent. 


Itirtli. 


^*rotfrti(in. 


1  ■-' 


,  I  i  . 


TESTIMONY    TAKEN    AT    NICHOLAS    IV\Y    I'KOM 
WlllLl:  THliY  \\\'A<\i  HUXTINC,  I'UR-Sl'AL. 


INDIANS 


T  \ras  IxM-n  at 


Ex|n'fii>ii('c, 


DepoHitinn  of  Williinn  Clark,  staler. 
PELAGIC   SEALING. 

William  Clark,  lieiiif;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
Kliii(|uaii  and  liavi*  lived  tiiere  ever  sinre;  have  iiunted 
inr-seal  nine  years  in  J)i.\ons  ICntranee  and  oft"  I'rinee 
of  Wales  Island,  in  and  l)et\veen   Mareli   and  June. 
Tlie  seal  disappear  early  in  .Fune,  ji'oinj^-  north.    I  ahvays 
use  the  shot};un  for  takinj;  seal.     I  think  about  L'5  per 
cent  are  lost.     About  half  the  seals  killed  by  me  have 
been  cows  with  pup.     I  never  shot  but  two  oM  bulls 
ill  my  life.    Have  shot  a  few  yearling'-  seals.    The  youiiji; 
male  seals  I  have  killed  wi'i*'  between  two  and  three  years  old,  I  think. 
The  last  five  years  fur  seal  have  been  fiiowiiif;'  very 
scarce,  ami  it  is  hard  to  jfct  any  now.    There  are  too      ""•'■"'»>"=■ 
many  white  rao.i  with  schooners    hunting  them  otf  J)ixons  Entrance, 
and  unless  it  is  stopped  the  seal  will  soon  be  all  gone.     Have  never 
known  or  heard  of  any  fur-seal  imps  being  born  in  the 

.  ii       1         I     •  ^      !•    4  1       I  ■>    -i.-    I  I  iiliM   not     liinii   in 

water  or  on  the  land  in  any  i>arr  of  Alaska  or  liritish   «,.i..I- 
Columbia.     I  have  never  known  of  seal  to  haul  out  on 
the  laud  anywhere  in  this  part  of  Alaska  or  Uritish  Co- 
lumbia wherever  1  have  been. 


Migi'iitiiin. 


Oneli.iir     kil  It'll, 
cii\v:<  will)  |iu|i. 


Do  not  huul  Dili  (lu 
lunil. 


)iiH 

William  x  Clark. 

luurk. 

Witness  to  his  mark : 

J.  W.  POTTElt. 

A.  W.  Lavender. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  TVFay,  1S02. 

A.  W.  liAVENDEH, 

United  iStatcs  Treasury  Ayent. 


Deposition  of  Frank,  sealer. 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 


Prank,  being  duly  sworn,  dejjoses  and  says:  T  was  born  on  Queen 
Charlotte's  Island,  and  am  now  a  v«'ry  «dd  man.     Don't  know  my  age. 
I  have  hunted  fur-seals,  and  when  I  was  a  young  man 
there    were    lots    of   seals    around  (^ueeii    Charlotte      KxiwrnMicu. 
islands,  but  now  they  have  become  scarce.    The  last 


>*^f 


^•»t 


'  :i 
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few  times  I  w.as  out  after  tlioin  I  did  lutt  see  a  seal.  Tliey  liave  been 
trrowiiig  scarcer  evcr\  year  sim^e  tlie  white  man  bei-an  linntin^  tlicm 
in  schooners.  I  always  hunted  seals  in  I  )ixon8  Entran«'e,  and  off  I'rince 
of  Wales  and  (^ucen  (Jharlotte  islands  in  March  and  .lune.  The  sesil 
disappear  in  June  towards  the  north.  When  I  was  a 
youny:  man  tiie  Indians  used  the  spear  for  taking  seal; 
now  they  have  learned  fron«  the  wiiite  man  to  use  tiie  shotgun.  About 
three  out  of  Uni  are  lost  tliat  are  shot.  I  think  the  scliooners  ought 
„  ^  .,  to  be  proliibited   from  hunting  seal,  so  the   Indians 

<'Ould  again  get  them  again.     Now  they  are  obliged 
to  go  a  long  way  in  the  canoes,  and  often  go  many  days  witiiont  see- 
ing a  seal,  and  come  back  tired.     1  have  never  known  of  pups  to  be 
,.,..,        born  in  the  water  or  (Ui  the  land  anywliere  around 

Nil  ncliiKic  birth.  ,.  /  n        i    j.^.        i    i         i  ^i  ^  «     i.    ■,•    i 

(^iu*en    (  haiiotte    Islands  «>r  otiier  parts  of   British 

Columbia  and  Alaska,  where  I  have  be«'n.     I  have  never  known  any 

seal  to    haul   up  on  the    land  on    Queen    Charlotte 

lai!"  ""  '"'"'  "'' ""   I**'""'''^  •"■  "">'  P'"'t  of  British  Columbia  or  Alaska; 
nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  any  seal  having  liauled  up 
anywhere  in  Britisl.  Columbia  or  Alaska. 

Frank  (his  x  mark). 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

J.  M.  PoTTKU. 

A.  W.  Lavkndkr. 

Subscribed  and  swori:  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  "AFay,  1S03. 

A.  W,  liAV'/xiM;K, 
United  /States  Tieanuri/  Agent. 


MiKriitiiiii. 


jycihUiitinv  of  LuVe  Franl:  sealer. 

PELA(fl(!   SEALING. 

Luke  Frank,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   T  was  born  in 

Ilowkan,  and   have  livecl  there  all  my  life;  am  by  oc- 

Kxiiprii'iice.  cupatioii  a  liuuter,  and  have  hunted  fur-seal  six  years 

of  my  life;  have  always  hunted  in  Dixons  Kntrance 

and  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island  during  the  month  of  May  and  June 

each  y«'ar.    The  seal  all  disappear  about  the  tirst  of 

Mitiniti'iM.  June,  going  north.    There  are  seal  in  Dixons  Kntrance 

in  March,  but  the  wind  blows  so  hard  tiiat  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 

hunt  them  in  canoes;  have  always  used  the  shotgun 

oiH-iuiit  taken  i.r.  j-,„.  taking  scal.     I  lose  about  two  out  of  ten  that  I 

shoot.     I  tuink  the  seals  taken  by  me  are  about  halt 

ftiinales  with  pup,  and  the  rest  are  one  and  two  year  old  males  and 

vearlings;  never  examiiiv^'d  tin;  yearlings  as  to  sex.     I  can  not  tell  the 

sex  of  a  sea!  in  the  water;  use  no  (lisciiminati(ui.  l)ut  kill  eveiything 

that  comes  near  the  boat.     Since  the  white  men  have 

been   hunting  the  seal  with   schooners,  they  have  be- 

etfiue  very  scarce  and  it  is  hard  for  the  Indians  to  get 

any  in   their  canoes.     And   all  seal  hunting  in  the 

waters  should  be  stopped  for  a  few  years  to  give  the 

seal  a  chance  to  become  plenty  again.    Never  knew  any  fur-seal  to 


liidiHciiiiiiiiiiti'kill' 
I>piria«p. 


^"sl: 
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Xo  prlilgir  l)iltli. 


('oIiiMil)iu  <»r  Alaska.     Xcvn-  kn«'\v  any  fur  seal  fn  liaul 

n|M)n  tilt'  land  in  liritisli  Cnluniliia  or  .\laska.     Ilavt^  nrvcr  kilk'd  an 

(lid  bnll  ill  iiiy  life,  nor  liav»'  1  set'U  one  tlie  last  lew  years. 

tiis 

LUKK   X    KKANK. 

luurk. 

Witiic>s  to  Ills  mark: 
J.  M.  PoTTKK. 

A.  \N .  Lavkndkr. 
Subsci  ibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lltli  (biy  of  May,  1S1)2. 

A.    \V.    liAVKM>i;i{, 

United  IStutis  Tnasttry  Aycnt. 


I)cpo.sitio)f  of  Kiiiff  Koslira,  scaler. 

PKLAUIC   SEALING. 

Kin^i'  Kaskwa.  beinj;  duly  sworn.  de]M)se.s  and  says:  T  was  born  at 
llowkan.  and  reside  there.     Have  lived  there  all  my 
life,  and  am  now  a  very  ohi  man;  about  •).">  years  old.      Kxiurinneo. 
]\iy  (K'eupatioii  is  that  of  a  hunter.     Have  hunted  fur- 
seal  thirteen  years  or  more.     Have  always   iiiinted  them  in    Dixoiis 
Kntranee  and   otl  IM'inee  of  Wales   Island   between   .March  and   .luiie. 
Hunt  them  until  the  last  of  May.  when  the  seal  dis- 
apjiear.  jioinj;"  north.     I   always  use  the  fdiotj^nn  for        '"''  "'"' 
killinji  s«'al.     I  lose  about  four  out  of  ten  that  I  shoot.      riii,\  p.  i  .intkiiud 
Ab(Mit  .">()  pereentof  the  seah>  taken  are  eows  with  i>u|>.   i" '-""""•-"='•'«• 
Have  killed  a   few  old  bulls,  and  have  taken  a   few  yearliiij;s  every 
season.     We  can  not  t«'ll  tln' dinei'<'nce  between  a  male 

and  a  f«'inale  in  the  water,  but  kill  everythiiif>-  that  eonies  i,.!^'""'"'''' "^'^  ''"'• 

near  the  boat.     When   I  was  a  younj;'  man   the  seal 
were  vt'ry  i>lentiful  around  here,  but  sin<;e  the  sehooners  bepm  hunt- 
iiifi'   them  they  have  become  very  scar4'e.      The  white      i),.,.r,.„8,. 
hunter  destroyed  the  sea-otter  and  will  soon  d<'stroy 
the  seal.     I   don't   like  to  see  the  schooners  around   here   hiuiting 
seal,  for  tliev  kill  evervthiu"'  thev  see,  and  unh'ss  they 
are  stopped  the  seal  will  soon  be  all  ;;one.     Ihe  sea- 
otter  is  already  fi'one.     Have  never  seen  fur  seal  pups      ^"ixI'ikh' I'lnb. 
born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  in  liritisli  Columbia  or  .Maska.     Have 
never  seen  any  fur-seal  hauled  iiptui  the  land  anywhere,  nor  have  I  ever 
heard  of  any  beiii^'  hauled  upon  the  land  either  in  liritisli  Columbia  or 
A  laska. 

Ills 

KiN(i  X  Kaskwa. 

iii.ii'k. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

,1.    M.    PoTTKH, 

A.    W.    IiAVK.M»KR. 

Subseribed  uiid  swuru  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1H02. 

\.    VV.    liAVKlSDKIJ, 

United  i:ituteH  Treasury  Agent, 
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Jim  KiiHonn. 
SeuUff;  oxpoiiuiice. 

Mitiriitiiiu. 


Oiiu-lrilf    kilU' 


Deposifion  of  Jim  Knsooh^  Healer. 

PEJ.AfJIC   r'TSALING, 

Jim  ICasooli,  boiii}!  duly  sworn,  «lei)i>st>s  aiul  says:  T  was  born  at 
l!()wkais  and  have  livod  thtM-e  all  my  lif*'.  Am  about 
4.">  yt'ars  old.  I  am  by  occupation  a  liunter.  Ilavo 
hunted  fur  seal  tor  ei{>ht  years.  Always  hunted  in 
Dixons  EntrancH'  and  ott'  Prince  of  Wales  Islands  in 
May  and  June.  In  June  the  seal  all  j^o  up  north. 
They  come  in  Mandi,  but  it  is  too  stormy  to  hunt  them.  I  always  use 
the  shotgun  for  taking  seal.  Sonu'times  I  lose  two 
and  three  (Uit  of  ten  that  I  shoot.  About  half  of  the 
seals  killed  are  femah'S  with  i»np.  Have  killed  some 
yearling  seals,  but  never  killed  an  old  bull.  The  young  males  I  killed 
were  between  two  and  three  years  old.  Seals  have 
been  growing  s«'arc<>  the  last  live  years,  since  the  white 
man  began  hunting  them  with  s«'hooners,  and  if  they  are  not  8topi)ed 
the  st'al  will  soon  be  all  gone.  1  have  never  known  seal  pups  to  be 
boru  on  the  land  or  in  the  water  in  tliis  ])art  of  Alaska.  I  never  knew 
.^j^  fur-seals  to  haul  (mt  anywhere  <ni  the  land  in  Alaska, 

Do  ntt'liuui' up  on  ^^^  h'Ave  1  Bver  heard  of  any  being  hauled  out. 

laud. 

Jim  X  KASoon. 

mark. 

Witnesss  to  his  mark : 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11  th  day  of  INIay,  1892. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  Utaies  Treasury  Agent. 


Uourease. 


'V%i 


Deposition  of  Robert  KooJxO,  scaler. 
pelaok;  sealing. 

Robert  Kook(».  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  in 

Vict(uia,  British  Columbia;  moved  from  Victoria  to 
Kxperkuco.  llowkau,  Alaska,  when  I  was  a  small  boy.   Have  hunted 

fur-seal  for  three  years  in  Dixons  Kntranceand  oft'Prince 
of  Wales  Island  in  the  month  of  May.    The  seal  all  leave  there  by  the 

hrst  of  .Mine;  think  they  go  north.     1  have  U8«'d  the 

spt'ar  and  shotgun.  When  a  seal  is  struck  with  a  spear 
we  never  lose  him.    About  50  per  cent   are   lost  when   shot  with  a 

shotgun.  The  maj«)rity  of  seals  taken  l)y  me  were 
nM^Juemaies"'''''''"'^  fcmalcs  with  pup.     Ihivc  takcu   some  yearling  seals, 

but  never  examined  them  as  to  sex.  Have  killed  one 
or  two  old  bulls  in   my  life.     The  males  I   have  killed   have  been 

one  and  two  years  old,  1  think.  I  kill  everything  that 
in!,"'!wr.'.I!L«'"*''''*""  eomcs  ncai'  the  canoe,  regardless  of  sex.     Seal  have 

become  very  scarce  the  last  three  years,  and  what  few 
there  are  are  very  wild  and  hard  to  get  at.     I  think  the  reascm  that 

seal  have  become  scaice  is  that  thev  are  hunted  to(» 


MiKrciitiii. 


\o  pelitgiu  birth. 


much  and  too  many  females  killed  with  pup.     I  have 
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L» 


nevor  known  any  jMips  to  bo  horn  in  tlic  wator.     Have  never  known 
an V  fur-seal  to  liaul  out  on  tlie  land  anywhere  around      ,  .     , 

. ,  ■'  i.       1-     t  I       1  I    1.1   ■     I      i.1  I        '  I         III  I'll  nut   liaul  up  UD 

tins  part  ot  Ahiska.     I  tlinik   tlu'  sclii>i»in'rs  shouhl  he    hmii. 


l»roliihit«'(l  tVoui  liUMtiu};-  seal  oH"  I'riiiee  of  Wales  Is- 
land so  tUey  can  heeoine  plenty  again. 


I'mttH'tiun. 


Iim 


Hubert  x  Kooko. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

J.  M.  I'OTTEIJ. 
A.  W.  liA VENDER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1S02. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  StateH  Treasury  Agent. 


Kx|)erii<iiru. 


Deponitioii  of  CharlcH  Martin,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALIN(}. 

Charles  Martin,  being;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  bora  at 
Klin<|uan  and  reside  there;  am  30  years  old,  and  my 
occupation  is  that  of  a  hunter.  Have  hunted  fur- 
senl  ever  sime  I  was  a  boy;  always  hunt  in  IJixons  Hntranee 
and  around  Prince  of  Wales  and  (^ueen  Charlotte's  islands.  I 
use  the  shot}?un  for  takinji'  seal.  About  ■)0  jter  cent 
are  lost  that  are  shot  with  the  shotyiin.  About  half  „/i{|',''",';""' '''"•'•'''•*■'' 
of  the  se.als  killed  by  me,  I  think,  were  c«)ws  with  pup.  '  ''"'"*' 
Have  never  killed  an  old  bull,  but  have  killed  a  few  yearlinjjs  in  my 
life.  Never  examined  the  lattt'r  as  to  sex.  Since  the  white  man  with 
schooners  has  been  hunting'  seal  they  have  been  grow- 
ing sc.'ircer  every  year,  and  unless  they  ar«'  stopped 
the  seal  will  s(«»n  be  all  goiu'.  The  Indians  now  have  to  go  a  l<)ng  way 
and  surt'er  great  hardsnips  in  order  to  get  any.  I  have 
never  known  any  fur-seal  pups  to  be  bom  in  the  water 
or  on  tlu'  land  around  this  part(»f  Alaska  or  Ilritish  Columbia.  I  have 
never  kmtwn  any  seal  to  haul  out  on  the  land  any- 
where ar<»und  this  part  of  Alaska  or  Uritish  Columbia, 
and  1  never  heard  of  any  hauling  out  in  Alaska  or 
British  Columbia. 


I>i'<T<'ane. 


No  pclaKii'  liirlli. 


I>()  uot  haul  out  uii 
liiiul. 


Ilia 

CuARLES  X  Martin. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

J.  M.    PoTTEU. 

A.  W.  Lavender. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  belbre  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  I.S92. 

A.    W.    LWENDER, 

United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


Deposition  of  Naslitou,  sealer, 

PEi.AfilC   SEALING. 

Nashtou.  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at  Kas-aau; 
am  00  years  old;  and  have  been  a  hunter  all  my  life; 
have  huntcMl  fur  seal  ontsi<l(>of  I'rince  of  Wah^s  Island      Jixpurionoe. 
and  in  Dixons  Kntran*;*;  during  the  month  of  May  every 
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ImliKcriuilnate 
Ing. 


kiil- 


yearfor  a  long  tirno.    The  seal  Urst  vonw  info  Dixuns  Entranco  in  Mjiroh. 
„,     .,  Tin*  wcatlior  isbiul«lnriii}'thatinoiitIi,ii!Ml  I  do  not  hunt 

them  in  canoes.  The  seal  arc  constantly  <»n  the  move 
north.  Havealwjiysnsjul  spearand  shotfjun  for  takin,<j  seal.  None  I  lost 
when  I  used  spear.  About  liO  per  cent  are  lost  when 
^  onehaif  C0W8  with  killed  with  shotguu.  About  hallthe  seals  taken  by  niearo 
cows  with  pup.  I  have  taken  a  tew  old  bidls  in  my  life, 
but  not  many.  1  lave  taken  quite  a  inunbcr  ofyearlinji;s.  The  male  seals 
taken  are  between  two  and  three  years  old.  The  sex  of  the  seal  can  not 
be  told  in  the  water.  Hunters  use  no  discrimination, 
but  kill  everything  they  can.  When  1  was  a  young 
man  seal  were  very  i)Ientiful  olf  I'rince  of  Wales 
Island  and  Dixons  Kntrance.  but  since  the  schooners  have  begun  hunt- 
ing seal  they  have  beconu'  very  scarce,  and  Indians 
now  are  obliged  to  go  a  long  ways  to  kill  any,  and 
sometinu'S  they  will  hunt  for  days  without  getting  a  seal.  I  have  never 
known  any  pups  to  be  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land 
anywhere  around  this  part  of  Alaska  or  in  British 
Do  not  haul  upon  Columbia.  Have  never  known  any  fur-seal  to  haul  up 
on  the  land  anywhere  in  Ibitish  Columbia  or  Alaska. 
I  think  that  all  sealing  should  be  stopped  for  a  nundier  of  years,  so  that 
the  seal  can  itecome  ph'nty  again,  for  the  white  man 
has  almost  exterminated  the  seal. 

^'ASiiTou  (his  X  mark). 
Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  PoTTElt. 
A.   W.   LA-VENDER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  llth  tlay  of  May,  1.S02. 

A.    VV.    liAVENDKK, 

United  Statex  Treasurij  Aijent. 


Defrt-aRo. 


No  pplagir  birth. 


coaRt. 


Prot«;tion. 


Deposition  of  Smith  Xotcli,  natter. 

PELAtJIC  SEALlNti. 

Smith  Natch,  being  tluly  swtjrn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 
Kas  aan  and  have  lived  thei'c  all  my  life,  and  am  now  a 
Experience.  Very  old  mail,  ubout  SO  years  old.     Have  been  a  hunter 

all  my  life.     Have  huntetl  fur  seal  every  season  for  a 
great  many  years  in  Dixons  Kntrance.     When  I  was  a  sin.ill  boy  fur- 
seal  used  to  come  into  (Jlarence  Straits,  but  it  has  been  a  good   many 
years  now  since  any  fur-seal  have  .seen  there.     .Mways  hunted  fur  .seal 
between  March  and  -lunc.     They  make  their  apjiear- 
''"'"""■  ance  in  March 'in   Hixoiis  lOnt ranee,  but  at  that  time 

of  the  year  the  weather  is  so  bad  we  can't  hunt  them.  May  is  the  best 
time  to  hunt  them,  becaust^  the  weather  is  always  good.  They  all  dis- 
appear in-line  and  go  north  up  the  coast — I  think,  to  have  their  pups. 
Wlien  I  was  a  boy  I  used  a  shotgun  for  taking  .seal,  bought  from  the 
Ilud.son  Hay  Company  at  Kcu-t  Simpson,  and  have  always  ii.sed  a  shot- 
gun for  sealing.  I  think  about  two  <ait  often  seal  shot 
ari^  lost.  I  think  about  half  the  seals  killed  by  iiie  are 
females  with  pup.  1  think  there  are  a  few  nuue  males 
kille4l  in  April  than  females,  but  in  May  there  are  moie  females  killetl. 
I  can  not  tell  a  male  from  a  female  in  th<>  water,  and  it  makes  no  diH'er- 
en<!e;  I  shoot  everything  that  comes  near  the  «'anoe  in 
^imiisrriminaie kill-  H|,ape  of  a  scal.  Siiicc  tlic  whltc  men  with  .schi.oners 
began  to  hunt  seal,  the  last  live  or  six  years,  seals  have 


One  liiilr  kill 
nialcN  Willi  |iii|i 


<l  )• 
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become  vory  scarce,  iiiul  it  is  luinl  lor  the  liidiinis  to  {jot  any  now. 
Tliey  liavo  to  jao  a  Ion;;"  way  anti  limit  a  loiij-'  time  in  order  to  {jet  ono 
or  two  seals,  anil  niili'ss  all  seal  limit.. ifj  is  stopiu'd  in  the  water  the 
seal,  like  tlie  sea  otter,  will  soon  he  all  jjoiie.  Have 
never  Uiiowii  a.iy  pups  to  he  born  in  the  water  or  on  the 
laiiil  in  liritish  (loliiiiihiaor  .\laska.  nor  have  I  known 
any  seals  to  haul  np  on  the  land  anywhere  in  liritish 
Columbia  or  Alaska. 


No  |«lii)jir  liirtli. 
|)i>  mil    liiiiil    ii|iiiii 

rOHHt. 


In» 

Smith  x  Natcju. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
.1.  y\.  I'ori  Ki:. 
A.  W.  Ii.vvi;Nin;K. 

Siib.serihed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lltli  day  of  IVIay,  ISOii. 

A.  W.  liAVKNDKK, 
Vnitvd  IStatcH  TrcasKry  Ayvnt. 


Di[l)osition  of  Abel  h'yan,  seulcr. 
PELAdK'   SEALING. 

Abel  KyaiL  beinji"  duly  sworn,  depos«'s  and  says:  I  am  22  years  old 
Was  born  in  liritish  Columbia  and  reside  on  Dnndas 
l.sland.     1  have  hunted  fur  seal  every  season  since  I      Kxi)».ri.n<e. 
was  a  boy,  between  .March  and  . I  line.     Always  hunted 
in  Di.xons  Kn  I  ranee  and  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island.    The  majority  of 
seals  taki'ii  l>v  me  have  been  females  with  pup.     Once 
ill  a  {-reat  wliile  I  catch  an  old  bull.     A  few  yearlint-s  „„Ji',!^j ^'l}};  ,;;;|',;'"  •"■ 
have  been  taken  and  the  majority  of  males  are  two  and 
three  year  olds.     Sliot<;iin   is  exclusively  use<l  by  me  for  taking;  seals, 
liose  about  20  per  cent  of  those  killed  with  shot  uuii. 
Have  noticed  the  seal  are  ^icttinj;'  .scarce  the  last  few 
years.     The  cause  of  the  .scaicity  i.s,  I  think,  too  many  schooners  hiint- 
iiijj  tln'in  otf  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  and  unless  they  are  stopped  the  seal 
will  soon  be  all  sione.     i  have  never  known  or  heard  of     ..      ,    ,  ,,  . 

I     •         1  •       ..1  A.  ii       1        1  ^"  P»'l"Ki<'  birth. 

any  |)ups  beiiifi'  born  m  the  wat»'r  or  on  the  land  any- 
where around  this  iiart  of  Alaska.     Have  never  known      ""  ""t  haul  "p  on 
any  fur-seal  to  haul  ujt  on  the  land  anywhere  around 
British  Columbia  oi'  Alaska.     I  do  know  that  where  Indians  formerly 
went  (Hit  and  broujiht  back  tifteen  seals  tliev  scarcely  brin}>-  back  one 
now,  and   unless  somethin**'  is   done  to  itrohibit   the 
schooners  from  huntiiiju'  seal  oil  (^ueen  Charlotte's  ami       "'  "'* ""' 
Prince  of  Wales  islanils  there  will  be  no  seals  h'ft  for  the  Indians. 
Kvei'vtliinfi'  in  the  sliap*'  of  a  .seal  that  ciunes  nt'ar  the 
boat  "is  shot.     Hunters  u.se  no  discrimination,  but  kill  ^;'di8<Timiu»te  km. 
everything  that  puts  its  head  above  water. 

hix 

Abel  x  Uyan. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  PoTTEK. 
A.  W.  liAVENDKR. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nie  this  lltli  day  of  Msiy,  1803. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  iStatitf  Trvasury  Agent. 
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])e]}08tthn  of  Thomnn  iSkoicI,  chief  of  KarnaH   liulinns,  scaler. 


Ill'    KuNiiitii     IiiiliiiiiM 
SttaliT  fur  I. I  yeiirH. 

Kx|M>ri(>nrp. 
MiKratinu. 


yi!t 


rKLAOU;  SEALINft. 

Tliomas  Sl«>wl,  boinfrtlnly  sworn,  «U'|»ost's  and  say-s:     I  am  cliicfof  tin' 

KaH-aan  Indians.    Was  Ixnn  at  Kasaan  and  have  livrd  tluTc all  my  life. 

Am4.Sy('irs  old.     Am  a  hnntci-  l>y  occupation  and  have  lmnt«'d  fur  s«'a I 

tbt! i>ast Ht'teen  y«'ars.     Always  Inintcd  seal  in  Dixoiis  Entrance  and  oft' 

Tiiim.  ski.wi  vuwt   I'rinceof  VVah's  Island,  and  hunted  tlicm  cadi  ycai- from 

•March  to  .Iiine.     The  s»'al  all  leave  about  .Iinie  l,to;i(> 

north  and  have  their  pups,  I  think.     Always  used  a 

llndson   IJay  jiim  to  take  s»'al  with.    A  Hudson  I  Jay 

iiiwi  is   a  sin}>leharrelcd  shotjiun.     Sometimes  I  lose 

one  and  sometimes  two  out  of  t<'n  that  I  shoot.     Most 

of  the  seals  taken  by  me  are  females  with   ]»iii».     Never  killed  but  one 

old  bull  in  my  life.     Ilav*'  killed  but  a  few  yearlin^i's  and  never  looked 

to  see  if  they  were  male  or  female.     The  yoiiii};'  males  killed  by  me  were 

between  one  and  three  years  old.     The  sex  of  the  seal  can  n<it  be  told 

in  the  wat«'r.     I   kill  everythiiif*'  that  coiiu's  near  mv 

^^in.iu,.rimi»at«  kill    ,.a„oe  ill  shape  of  a  scal,  aiid  all  other  hunters  do  the 

same.     Since  the  white  man  haslieen  huntinjjr  seal  with 

sehooiiers  they  have  become  very  scan-e.  ami  Indians  are  obIij;»'d  t<»  j>(> 

i)f«Tens»<  '*  lonj;'  way  and  stop  away  from  home  a  loiij;'  time  in 

order  to  jictaiiy,  and   after  beinj;  away  there  four  or 

five  days  they  fre<|ueiitly  return  without  killiny  one  seal,  they  have 

become  so  scarce.     If  the  s«'liooiiers  are  not  stopjied 

frcHu  Inintinji;   seal  they    will  socui  all  be  ^ione.     Have 

never  known  any  jmps  to  be  born  in  the  water  or  on  the 

land  in    IJritish  Columbia  or   Alaska.     I   have   never 

known  any  fur  seal  to  haul  out  anywhere  on  the  coast 

of  British  Columbia  or  Alaska,  wherever  1  have  been. 

liiH 

Thomas  x  Skowl. 

iiiai'k. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  M.xy,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavendkr, 
United  ISfates  Treasury  Ayent. 


I'mtirtioii. 

Nil  iMilacic  liirth. 

Do  nut  haul  out  on 

COHHt. 


Deposition  of  Billy   Williams,  sealer  for  fire  years. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Billy  Williams,  being"  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 
Kas-aan  and  have  lived  there  all  my  life.     Am  25  years 
Experienee.  oM.    Aiii  a  liuiitcr  by  occupation,  and  have  hunted  fur- 

seal  every  year  for  the  last  live  years,  always  huntiiifi' 
in  Dixons  Entrance  and  oft"  Prime  of  Wah'S  Island  bc^tween  Mar<'li  and 
.lune.    About  the  1st  of  June  the  seal  disappear  from  Dixons  Entrance 
and  go  north.     I  always  use  the  shotgun  for  taking' 
K™  ""■  seal.     I  think  I  lose  about  live  out  of  every  ten  that  I 

oneiiiiifNeiiifikiikMi  slioot.     I  tliiiik  about  oiic  half  the  seal  killed  bv  me 
'  liave  Iteeii  lemaU's   with    pup   and  the   balance  were 

divided  up  between  yearlinjjs  anil  one  and  two  year  old  males.    Never 
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exainiiiod  the  ,v«';irlinj;s  as  to  srx.     IFave  never  killed  an  old  bnll  in  my 

life.    Clin  not  tell  the  dilVerenc*'  between  a  male  and  a  female  in  tiic^ 

water.     Kill  everythin^j  that  comes  ne:ir  rh«^  boat,  re- 

jyardless  of  sex.     Seal  are  beeominj;"  very  sea rtu*  sincM' 

the  wliite  man  be^an  liuntin;;  them  in  sehofiners,  and 

hunting  seal  by  white  man  must  i)e  stopped  (»r  tJie  seal 

will  soon  1m'  all  jione.     ilavi-  nevt'i'  known  any  pnps  to 

be  born  in  tlie  water  or  on   the  land   in   any  jiart  of 

British  <'olnmbia  or  Alaska.     Have  never  known  any 

fur-seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere  on  the  eoast 

of  Alaska  or  British  Columbia. 


IiiilisirMiiiiiah'  kill  • 

Ui'i'vciiso. 

Nil  licliiHir  liirlli. 


Mil  IKil   liniil   up  nil 
Vhiskiiii  I'liaMl. 


Ills 
BlI-LV   X    VVll-LIAMS. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 

.1.  M.    i'oTTEIJ, 
A.  W.  La\  KNDEU. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  ^fay,  1S92. 

A.  VV.  Lavknkki;, 
United  States  Ttmsuiy  Ativnt. 


Deposition  of  Fred.  Wilson,  scaler. 
PELAGIO   SKALING. 

Fred.  Wilson,  beinjj  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  say.««:  I  am  2.T  years 
old;  was  born  at  llowka;  am  a  hunter  by  occupation;  have  hunted 
turseal  the  last  ei;«ht  years;  lia\e  always  hunted  in  Dixons  l<]ntran<'e 
and  ort'  Prince  of  Wales  Island  in  May.  The  seal  all  disapjtear  ott 
I'rince  of  Wales  Island  in  June;  I  don't  know  where 
they  lio,  Itut  think  they  {""o  north.  Have  always  used 
the  shotj>un  for  killinji'  seal.  Sometinu's  1  lose  one 
two  out  of  ten  that  1  shoot  with  a  sliotjiun.  Thiidc 
that  most  of  the  seals  I  have  taken  were  females  with 
pup.  Have  also  taken  sonu*  two  and  t  ree  year  old 
inah's  an<l  sonn'  y«'ailinj;s.  Never  killed  but  one  old 
bull  in  my  life.  Kverythinj;-  in  shape  of  a  seal  that 
boat  is  shot.  I  <'an't  tell  the  dit1"erence  between  a  youn 
have  become  scarce  the  last  there  or  four  years,  and 
the  cause  of  it  is,  I  think,  the  indiscriminate  killinj; 
of  Sisals  in  the  water.  I  have  never  heard  of  pui)s  lieing  born  in  the 
water  or  ou  the  land  anywhere  onthe  eoast  of  British 
CoIund)ia  or  i^  ' '^ka.  Have  never  known  or  heard  of 
any  fur-seal  haulinji'up  on  the  land  anywhere  on  the 
coast  of  British  Columlna  or  Alaska.  I  think  that  all 
vessels  should  be  ])roliil»ited  from  huntinj»-  seal  in  the 
water,  to  {"ive  the  seal  a  chance  to  increase  aj^ain.  If 
something  is  not  done  the  seal  will  soon  be  all  gone 

and  will  soon  be  as  scarce  as  the  sea  otter. 

Ills 
Fkki).  X  Wilson. 

iiuu'k. 

Witness  to  his  nnirk : 

J.  M.  BolTKR. 

A.  W.  Lavknuer. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nie  this  11  th  day  of  May,  isn2. 

A.  VV.  Lavkndkk, 
United  IStateH  Trvasuri/  Ayiiit. 


Mijfration. 

and  sometimes 


Must  «(  the  sraU 
taken  |ii'i';;iiailt  I'l'- 
iii.'ilcs. 


(Munes  near  the 
cow  seal.     Se.il 

Di'ircasi'. 


No  |M'laKi<'  liirtli. 


I)i>  lint   liaiil  ii|i  oD 

t'OllHt. 


I'rotwtiiiii. 


n* 


^^ 
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TKSTIMOXY 


Miuriitiiiii. 


1 1  ill  t 
iiaiit 


DepoHition  of  Itilly   YvUtuhy,  xcaler. 

PELAfHf  SEALINO. 

r>illy  Yt'ltiicliy,  Ix'iii"  duly  swuni,  deposes  iind  siiys:  T  was  Ixirn  at 

llowkiiii  iiiid  liiivc  lived  tlirrc  idl  my  litic;  iiiii  idtoiit  24  yeais  old  and 

am  a  lnuitcr  by  occupation.     Have  liniitcd  fur  seals  the  last  two  years 

in   Dixoiis    Kiitiance  and   around    Prince   of   Wales   Island,  between 

March  ami  June.     The  seal  leave  here  in  .Inne  and 

^o  iKU'th.     I  use  tliu  shot^fun  for  takiii;;'  seal,  and  los(^ 

about  two  out  of  ten  that  I  shoot.     About  half  the  seals  I  have  killed 

were  fenndt's  with  pup,  and  the  balance  wen*  yearling 

fliiiHirs.''   '"^"''    wals  and  two  and  three  year  old  males.    Never  kilh'd 

an  old  bull  in  my  life,  nor  have  I  ever  seen  <mh'.     I  can 

not  «listinj>uish  the  sex  of  a  seal  in  the  water,  but  kill  every  seal  that 

comes  near  the  i-anoe  if  iiossible.     Seal  have  bei'ome 

very  scarce  around   rrniee  ot   W  ales  Island  snice  the 

white  men  be<;an   hunting   them   in   sclntoners,  and  unless  they  are 

stopped  from  liuntin}>'  them  in  sclio«)ners,  the  seal,  like 

the  sea-otter,  will  s(M)n  be  all  pun*.     The  Indians  are 

(d>liy«'d  to  ffo  a  hma  way  now  for  seal.     I  have  been  out  three  times 

,,.,.,        this  year  and  have  onlv  killed  one  seal,  and  onlv  saw 

two  or  three  this  season.     Have  never  seen  or  heard 

of  any  pups  beinj;-  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  around  this  part  of 

,,      .  ,     ,  Alaska.     I  never  heard  of  anv  fur-seal  haidin;>'  \\u  on 

n«.  not  liuiil  up  oil  ,  •      I.    -i-    1    Vt    1         1  •  »  I      I 

the  land  anywhere  in  British  (  idumbia  or  Alaska. 

IiIh 

Billy  x  Ykltacuy, 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
,1.  M.  PoTTKR. 
A.  \V.  liAVENDEU. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  thi.s  11th  day  of  May,  1S92. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  Stiiti'H  Treuftury  Agent. 


coaHl. 


Deposition  of  llantings  Yethnoic,  sealer. 

PELAGIC  sealing. 


MiKfatiun. 


ITastiiifjs  Yethnow,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was 
born  in  Kas  aan.  Have  lived  there  all  my  life  and  am  uom-  GO 
years  old.  Have  hunted  fur  seal  every  season  since  I  was  a 
boy.    Have    always    hunted   in    Dixons    Entraiu^e    and    otl"  Prince 

of  Wales  Island.    The  seal  make  their  ai)pearaiice  in 

IMarch  and  disappear  in  June,  going  north.  The 
reascm  we  ilon't  hunt  the  seal  in  JMan'li  is  that  the  weather  is  so  bad 
w«'  can  not  go  out  in  our  eanoes.  We  consi<ler  May  the  best  month  for 
fur-seal  hunting.  When  I  was  a  boy,  bought  a  shotgiin  from  the  Hud- 
son Bay  Company  at  Fort  Simpson  and  havtj  .iiways  used  the  shotgun 
for  taking  seal.  Sometimes  I  lose  one  and  sometimes  two  out  of  every 
ten  that  I  shoot.  I  always  shoot  the  seal  t'lose  to  the  boat,  so  I  diui't 
lose  many.    Some  years  ago  there  were  more  male  seals  taken  than  are 

takt^n  now,  but  now  about  one-half  are  females  with 
femalci."''^"  ''"■*''"""*  pup.    The  TBst  are  yearling  seals  and  one  and  two  year 

old  males.    I   have  never  examined  the  yearlings  to 
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liiillm'i'liiiiiiuli'  kill- 
liiK. 

Nil  |M<Iii)(i<'  lilrtli. 

Ahiskii.     il;iv(> 

l><>  mil  lijiiil  ii|i  nil 
AlaHkiiii  I  iiiiHi. 


DrcrciiHu. 


iisciMtiiiii  tlKMi' s(>x.     Hiivc  not  killed  an  (lid  luiU  Hoal  for  a  iiunibcr  o| 

yi'ai'H,  but  used  to  kill  tlicni.     I  can  not  tell  tlie  sex  of  a 

seal  ill  the  wiitcr,  and  use  no  disciiiiiiiiation,  but  kill 

everything;  that  (Mtiiies  near  my  <  anoe  in  shape  of  a 

seal.     Have  never  known  any  piijis  to  be  born  in  the 

\vat<'r  or  on  the  land  anywhere  in   British  Coliiinbia  or 

iie\'er  known  any  fur  seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  in 

Itritish  Coliinibia  or  Alaska.      Hinee  the   white    men 

with  scliooners  be^jan  to  hunt  seal  ott"  l'riu<'«  of  Wales 

Islainl  tlie  seal  have  beeonie  very  scarce  and  unless  they  are  stopped 

from  hunting;  seal  tli«'y  will  soon  be  all  ^^one.     If  the 

white  men  are  permitted  tu  hunt  seal  much  longer  the 

fur-seal  will  be<*ome  as  scan-e  as  the  sea  ott«'r,  which 

were  <|uite  plenty  around  Dixons  Kntram^e  when  I  was 

a  boy.    The  Indian  -  are  obli;ied  to  ^o  a  lonj;  way  for  seal  now  and 

often  return  after  two  or  three  days'  hunt  without  taking;  any. 

IiIh 
11A8T1NUS  X   YETIINOW. 

murk. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.   M.    I'OTTKU, 

A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lltli  day  (»f  May,  180li. 

A.  \V.  Lavender, 
United  tSUtti'n  Trmnury  Ayvnt. 


I'i'llll'I'tillU. 


DepoHition  of  Walter  Young,  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Walter  YounfT,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  was  born  at 
IJowkaii    and   have   lived  there  all    my  life.     I  bav»' 
hunted  fur  seal  for  the  past  f«mr  years.    Always  hunted      Kxp.  ii. me. 
in  Dixoiis  Entrance  and  off  Prince  of  Wales  Island. 
The  seal  all  ili.sappear  about  the  1st  of  June  and  {-o     ^"«""<""- 
north,  I   think.     Have  always  used  the  shotgun  for takiiifiSi'al.   Think 
1  los(>  about  threes  out  often  of  those  I  shoot.     Think  the  seals  I  have 
killed  were  about  half  males  and  half  females  with 
pup.    The  iiiah's  mostly  are  yearlings  and   two  and     Aimut  oiuiiaif 

Ii  11  I    «  11    -u     11      •       ii  i  Jiri'Kiittiit     fciiiuliii 

three  year  olds.     I  have  seen  old  bulla  ni  the  water,  fciika. 
but  never  killed  <uie.     [  can  not  tell  the  dit!erence  be- 
tween a  male  and  female  in  the  water.     Use  m»  discrimination,  but 
shoot  everything  that  conies  near  the  boat.     Since  the 
white  man  Ix'gan  t-o  hunt  seal  they  are  be<'oiiiiag  very 
scarce,     riilcsn  all  sealing  is  stopped  for  a   nr.mber  of 
of  years  the  .sea  I,  I  ike  the  .sea  i»tter,  will  soon  become  ex- 
tinct.    Have  never  seen  any  pups  born  in  the  water  or 
on  the  land  anywhere  on  the  coast  of  \laska  or   Briti.sh  Colnmbia. 
Never  known  any  fur  seals  to  haul  uj)  on  the  laml  in 
Alaska  or  British  Columbia. 

liiH 

Walter  x  Young. 

mark. 

Witness  to  his  mark: 
J.  M.  Potter. 
A.  W.  Lavender. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  Utates  Treasury  Agent. 


ImliHiTiiiiinatu  kill- 
iiif.'. 
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No  iH'liiKi''  birth. 
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W  I'  used  to  s<*iil  ill 

roiist  Iroiu  1(»  to  li(» 

>f;ilili;;'  tVoiii  I'jiclic 

oliiniiH:!  ik'ivci    iiiid 

I  iiiii  taiiiilini-  wilili 


Deposition  of  Cluirii*!,  Xitnnt  Indian,  .sealer. 

PELuAUU;   SEALiJJ(J. 

State  of  Washington. 

('oniit;/  of  Clallam,  .ss  : 

Cliiirlic.  ht'iiiji' (Inly  sworn,  il<'pos«->»  sinrt  mwn:  T  am  a  niitixc  Xitn;it 

Indian,  and  l>«'jon,<:  to  tli(>  trii<>»'  of  India.ns  on  Vaiirou- 

Exp«iii<u«e.  vcr  Island,  lintisli  ( 'oliiinlijiL.     i  am 'Vt  years  old  and 

reside  at  Pach«'iiali    \'n\\  on  \'aii<-nnver  Island.  Uririsli 

Coliunlxa.     Iain  by occuitation  a  liiintei    and  tislieniian  and   liavi'  Uren 

so  eii<:a;i<'(l  eveisiiM'e  I  lia\  e  Iteeii  a!>Ie  to  |)addle  a  caiio*'  or  s]»ear  a  tisii. 

,,  .,  ,,  ,        ,^„,     I  sealed   out    iroin    Neali    lia\  in    the   ('.   ('.  I'nhlns  in 

1M)1,  and  tliiw  yeai    I   am  saiiin::  on  'hi'mes  <i.  Sa-ait. 

ih;!^."""    '■      ■""""'    Until  the  last  <'i<;l!t  <»r  ten  years      sealed  out  olTaHte 

iiah  r»ay  with  my  tribe  ii.  (•an••*'^ 
the  vHtraits  oC.Iiian  <le  Kuea  and  u|>  and  dow  i  ili 
miles  ofl'.  Iietwceii  that  tinif  and  last  \»'ai'  1  wt'ii 
nah  uikI  -•••aled  up  and  dowu  I  lie  eoast  lietwet'ii 
Iiai'ckay  'twniid,  from  I'O  to  •Hi  miles  ott"  the  eoHiMt 
all  th+-  li;nvs  and  inlets  on  tin-  west  *t»asT  oC  \'a.iM-on\t'r  Island.  I  d«» 
not  know  ol  ;Hiy  \*hu*'  on  tliis  coast  where  seals  hiWHil 
U|i  ami  breed,  nor  li^ave  1  lieard  x\n'  Indians  on  Vaw- 
etMixcr  Island  talk  almrit  aii\  surn  plaee.  JSeals  do  luit 
;;ive  birth  to  tlieir  \oiiiiiy;  in  the  \vaii*«"  nor  on  tin-  kelp. 
Years  ayo  seals  were  \  ery  plentiful  rroiii  ."»  to  1(1  iiiihw 
1  e  luld  see  them  :ill  around  in  iniiii-^es  ot  rroin  fii  to 
twenty  each,  l>ut  siiu-e  the  white  iiiiui  has  eoinni'Miecd 
to  kill  them  with  tie-  ritle  and  sliottjiLiu  lin  the  la-Hr  hve 
they  hav»'  decrea.-^'d  very  lapidly. 

veai>  ayo  the  first  I'iririsli  schooner  caiM**  into  I'a.ei«riiali 
iii  ;i  Milters,  and  liav<-  been  coiiiiii;;  in  rliere  ever  •mitu^. 
11  IS  year  1),\  year  till  now  there  art  nearly  one  ■ini- 
-«ii. I.  Ill-is  (Ml  the  coast  iimitiiiji'  seals.  Aownt  seven  \'<*ar8 
ar  tiiey  commciiceii  to  kill  seals  wir  rifles  and  a  lit- 
ti<  lalcr  they  used  shot^'tins.  liiit  1  lia\'  always  iiunted 
with  the  spear:  limn  very  few  lmliiiii»s  tliat  j^o  from  I'ikcheiiuh  Uay  or 
from  Nesdi  LJa\  us-*iinns:  we  prefie'r  the  spear,  liecaus*- we  are  afraid 
that  if  we  use  ^iii-  ihey  will  ^er  frijihteiied  away  ami  not  come  back 
a^ain.  and  also  msc  we  lose  a  .ureat  many  of  tin-  s«'als  that  we 
.s(,.-..t,  inif  with  the  spear  wc  make  no  noise  and  <i«'t 
aliMtst  all  tl.at  we  hit.  There  are  aliout  lon  seal 
hunters  that  live  at  Pachenali  l>ay  and  make  their 
304 
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living  by  liuiitiii.<.v  sciiils.     I  ain  a  Kiiiji;  Georfic  Indian,  and  sril  my 

skins  at   Vii  ioiiii.  1>.  (!.     Tlir  PacluMiali    hnlians  nso 

almost  evj'iy  part  of  the  seals  in  some  way.     We  s«'ll   Jsi\'.'.\'iir"'i'ii!    "'' 

the  sidns.  eat  the  tlesh,  take  tlie  oil  out  of  the  blnltber 

and  use  the  paunch  for  holdinj;-  it.     Not  quite  half  of  all  seals  eau^^ht 

aloiifr  the  coast  are  cows  with  pups  in  them.     About 

half  are  yonng  s»'als,  both  male  and  female,  and  the  pre^r'nuliMnniliL""^'' 

rest  (a  small  number)  are   medium  si/(>d  nuiles.     We 

never  j^et  any  old   bulls  worth  sp^'akiufj;'  of,  and  we  do  not  catch  as 

many  Kray  pups  now  as  formerly.     Have  not  caught  any  gray  pups 

this  year.    Do  not  know  wluit  has  become  of  them.    Have  never  caught 

any  full-grown  cows  without  pups  in  them,  and  have  never  caught  any 

vMWsin  milk  along  the  coast.     1  never  hunted  seals  with  a  gun;  neither 

have  I  been  in  the  IJering  Sea. 

Chaklik  (his  X  mark). 
Witness: 

.loiiN  P.  McGlinn. 

C.  E.  Gay. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  L'7tli  day  of  April,  18U1-'. 

[SEAL.J  ('LAUKNCii    V.  liUoWN, 

yoir'i  t,  PuhUv  in  and  for  the  fitate  of  Wnshinyton. 


ca 


7^if  V,    ; 


■,f ;,  r  f- 


Deposition  of  Clut-kakoi,  natire  chief  and  sealer. 


5^.»; 


mj^ 


PELA(JIO   SEALlNtl. 

Clat-ka-koi,  of  the  village  of  Toquat  (liarchiy  Sound),  an<l  one  of  the 
chi(!fs  thereof,  being  first  duly  sw«U'n,  deposes  and  says : 
That  he  is  50^  years  of  age,  and  beh)ngs  to  the  villages     KxiHiiente. 
of  To(|uat  and  Sechart,  at  present  residing  in  Toquat, 
and  is  a  native  of  the  village  of  Sec-hart.    lie  states  that  to  his  knowl- 
edge the  seals  do  not  bree<l  iu  the  waters  of  Barclay     „   ,    ,      .  ,      , 

o  1    1      i  1  ..       ^.      .  1  1-1.  Seals  (III  mil  luecd 

Sound,  but  go  ashore  tor  that  purpose  a  long  distance  iu  ifaniay  Si.umi. 
to  the  northward.  He  does  not  hunt  seal  in  schooners. 
He  began  sealing  in  his  canoe.  Just  off  the  west  coart  of  Vancouver 
Island,  shortly  after  last  New  Year,  and  Hshed  for  seal  from  tive  to 
seven  miles  off  the  <*oast  and  caught  from  live  to  ten  seals  a  «lay.  He 
says  h(^  averaged  about  live  a  day,  in  one  canoe  manned  by  two  natives. 
This  season  this  village  (Tocpiat)  got  eighty-six  seals,  and  fimr  canoes 
were  manned  from  this  village.  He  has  never  seen  s.,ii«u.v.r m.noi. 
seals  on  shore  in  liarclay  Sound,  or  on  kelp  or  other  Hi'in're  in  itarciay 
objects.  When  fishing  outside  he  has  nt'ver  seen  baby  *'*"""'• 
seals.  Sometimes  a  few  seals  f<(llow  schools  of  herring  into  sound  and 
go  out  hurriedly.  On  su(!h  occasions  a  few  are  killed.  No  sealing  ves- 
sels touched  here  last  year.  His  son  is  only  Indian  who  went  north 
from  this  viUage  last  year.  He  went  in  scho<mer  Ariely  and  caught 
one  thousand  and  «'ighty  (1,080).  all  in  Uering  Sea.  No  Indians  have 
gone  ninth  from  this  village  this  year.  He  states  that  Ohiat  is  largest 
village  in  Barclay  Sound.  Population  '2(M.  The  towns  and  popula- 
tions are  as  follows:  Mchuelet,  ISl;  Toquat,  22;  Sechart,  170;  iMchuck- 
leset,  34;  Hopucheiset  and  Ohiat,  200. 

Clat-ka  KOI  (his  X  mark). 

Attest : 

E.   T.   WiTIIERSPOON. 

Harry  George. 
2710— VOL  II 20 
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Dvpimtion  uf  Kickiaiia,  ttcalcr. 
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gf  I 


1^ 


St'iilH  never  show 
thcnmclvcM  out  <>  ( 
wiit«<i'      i  )i      liarrla.v 


I'lipg  not    born    in 
watiT. 


PELAUKJ   SEALING. 

Kiclviaiia, being  duly  sworn, <l('i>n8t'.s  smhI  says:  That  lie  is  20  years  of 
age;  is  a  native  of  Ht'diarl  village,  and  a  son  of  Clat-ka-koi.  Last  year 
he  wt-nt  north  in  schoon«'r  Ariel,  and  spent  on*-  and  on«'-half  months  in 
Bering  Sea,  with  a  crew  of  eight  white  men  ami  sixteen  Indians,  and 
spent  half  of  April  aud  month  of  May.  He  eanght 
1,((80  seal.  They  never  sIkiw  tlnMnseives  out  of  water 
in  the  locality  of  IJarelay  8(tund.  He  has  seen  them 
on  beach  in  t!ie  I'.ering  Sea.  lie  ni'ver  knew  of  one.  to 
be  born  in  the  water,  and  neve.'  heard  of  it.  lie  has 
never  seen  baby  seals  in  the  vicinity  of  IJarclay  Sonnd. 
The  white  men  lose  a  great  many  by  slntoting.  The 
Indians  lose  few«'r  in  their  method  by  s]»earing.  He  thinks  white  men 
lose  three  out  of  live,  ou  an  average. 

Kic'KiANA  (his  X  mark). 
Attest: 

E.  T.  WlTIIEKSPOoN, 
llAUltY   GEORUE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  31st  day  of  April,  1802;  and 
I  further  certify  that  the  foregoing  allidavits  were  read  to  Clat-ka  koi 
and  Kickiana,  and  the  contents  fully  made  known  to  them  by  ,1,  T,  A. 
Hullinch,  duly  sworn  as  interpreter,  and  that  they  fully  understood  the 
same. 

[SEAL.J  Oliveh  Wood, 

U.  S.  Cotiunissioner/or  the  ilistrict  <>/  WnshiiifftoHj 

UvHidin(j  at  Port  Toirnsnid. 

(Mat  ka  koi  understands  and  speaks  TDnglish  fairly  well.  Kickiana 
understands  and  sjieaks  Knglish  fairly  well. 

Olivek  Wood, 
U.  S.  (JommiHiiioner  for  the  district  of  Wushiiujton, 

linitlintj  i(t  Fort  loivnseml. 


rjii  ?►-•■• 


f 


fhfHutiHoH  of  Dick,  orEhrnchesitt,  one  of  the  chiefs  ofAf/uis  ct  al. 

PKLAdIC  SEALING   AND  IIAIUTS. 

Dick,  or  Ehenchesnt,  first  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  That 
he  is  ai<ont  M  years  of  age,  and  one  of  the  chiefs  oltlu' 
Kxporionco.  village  of  Agiiis,  llarclay  Sound:  is  a  native  of  this 

village,  and  a  resident  of  th«'  same.     Ih*  states  that 
during  th«'  last  five  months  twt'iitytive  csmoes  belonging  to  the  village, 
manned  bv  fiftv  nien.  li.ixc  been  engaged  in  s«'aling  olf 
ot  van'mmT^  *'"'  «•<>'»«*  <>*'  ^'aneouver  Island.     They  obtained  in  this 

time  10  skins  per  capita,  in  all  ."iOO  skins.  To  Ins 
knowledgt',  no  seids  ever  came  inside  Barclay  Sound, 
.•iii\'s'oun"i!"*''^  ""'  *""'  ^'"'^  '"'  >'ever  caught  any  insid«',  and,  moreover,  he 
and  his  friends  never  heard  of  any  entering  these*  wa- 
ters. He  state>«  that  there  are  no  kelp  patj-hes  (uitside,  where  seals- 
resort  oi'  wliere  they  breed.  The  oO  men  who  went  out  from  this  vil- 
lage'joiue<l  schooners,  two  iu  number,  one  of  them  comnuiuded  by  Oapt. 


^.' 


l' 
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Donj-lass,  an<l  t1i«>  seals  wore  oanjilit  alioiit  20  inilcs  fo  soutliwanl  ami 

AvcstwanI  of  Cape  Klattciy.     Of  tlif  imiiiln'r  ranplit  .'U)()  wi'ic  cauj^lit 

and  kilU'd  l»v  llu'  nativ«'s  of  this  villa},'«>,  aii<l  wen*  sold 

at  Victoria  ami  Port  To\viis.'n(l  at  .*12  |mt  iM-it.     Last  ^|,i.'^'r..H  roceiv.d  ,M>r 

season  tlu'  natives  went  out  by  tlieniselvos  in  canot's. 

No  seals  are  e\er  Ixilled  in  IJait'Iay  Sound  l>y  heinji  dasluMl  on  tlieroeks, 

and  none  ever  lire»'d  in    l»ar(*lay  Sound  or  vicinity.     A<;iiis  is  a  small 

villajn*'  situated  1   mile  east  of  Secliart.     Witness  was  bom  iiere  and 

lias  alwavs  liveil  here.     Witness  states  that   tliert'  are 

six  villages  on  Barclay  Sound,  with  a  total  population   souImiI'^"''""  """'"^ 

of  about  1,000.    The  lar{,'est  is  Oliiat;  <  leashuu  is 

chief  or  tgec;  ])oi)ulation  2-10,  100  bein;;-  females. 

Dick,  or  Kiiencueslt  (his  x  nmrk). 
Attest: 

E.  T,   WiTIIERSPOON. 

\V.  (J.   ilEUMKBT. 


M.. 


•  'Ill  |i|i  a  ,    I  imI  i  II II 


Clappa,  first  beinsduly  sworn,  dejioses  and  says  that  ho  is  50  years 
afi'c;     a    native   ami    resident    of    Ajiuis;    up    to  two 
years  aj^'o  he  hunted  seals;  his  last  hunt  took  place  in   „,,.,|,.r 
a  schooner  manned  by  twenty  nu'ii  and  ten  canoes; 
hunted   two  months  and  crujiht  L'OO  seals.     Certilies 
evidence  j;iveu  by  Dick  or  Khenchesut  to  be  true. 

Clappa  (his  x  mark) 

Attest: 

E.  T.  WiTlIKIJSPOON. 
W.  C.  JlKRIUMJT, 


Virili 
iirDii'k  III' 


s  statrliirlll.1 
KIll'llrlli'HIll 


Saisun,  beinj;'  first  <luly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  ho  is  (50  years 
of  old:   a    native  and   resident  of  Ayiiis;    (luit   seal-  ,    ,. 

,         ,.     '     ■  r        i.  1         i     1   ■  11        1  .Miisiiii     Iiil:aii 

hunting'  tour  years  a;>'o.    Last  hunted  in  small  schooner   .nii.i. 
Pirtomtv  r/c/o/',  William  (lilbert,  alias  I'illy  the  Ibitch,      /-..v,,,,,,,  yido, 
beinji'  in  command.     He  spent  tw(!  months  (uitside  in 
scho(Uier  with  eiji'litcaiioi's  and  sixteen  men.    Obtained      ^.^^  ^ 
200  skins.     All  were  cauj;ht  otf  ( 'ai»e  I'Mattery  and  iJar- 

clav   S«)und,  about  40   miles  oiV  the   shore.     Certilies      VpiidrH Hintf ntn 

evidence  r;iven  by  Dick  or  Ehcnchesut  to  be  true.  ""  ""  ■""■  •••'"•'"''••«"' 

Saisi'N  (his  X  mark). 


Attest: 

E.  T.  WiTIIERSPOON. 

>V.  C.  IIkumeut. 


Chakatt,  bciufj;  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  ho  is  Ort  years 
of  asje,   and   a   n'sidcnt    of  A"uis.     Certilies  evidence      ,„  ,  .    ,   ,. 

"  "^  <  liiikiill,  Iniliiin. 

VrriliiH  Htalriiii'litH 

Cuakatt  (ills  X  mark).       i;;,^'"''' '"'  "•;'»""""' 


given  by  Dick  w  Ehciichesut  to  be  true 


Attest : 

E.  T.  WlTUEHXPOON. 
W.  C.  llKRBLRT. 


li 
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Iinihap,  bring  tirat  duly  sworn,  dcixisrs  siimI  says  tli.at  lio  is  Tm  yoars 
,   ,,      ...         old,  and  SI  it'sidi'iit  (»t'  Ajiuis.    r«'iti(i«'S  cviilcnci' liivtMi 
veriti.M  stiit.iii.iiis   by  J)i('k  or  hhciM-lu'sut  to  be  trnt'. 
or  ui.k  ..r  KiMi.,!,.-.  iMiiiAP  (his  X  niariv). 

Attest: 

E.  T.  WlTnERSPOON. 

W.  C.  Hkui^eut. 


Ojionyak,  bein«;  tSrst  duly  sworn,  deposits  and  saj's  tliat  lie  is  (If) 
,  ,   ,.  years  ol<l.     Is  a  nativ<'  and   resident  of  Aaiiis.     Cer- 

Opoiiviik.  Iiiaiiiii.         1..,.         ,,  ■  I  .  1         IV-    1  iM  1  i.   i      1 

v'liili.s  Htiit.iii.iit«  titles  the  evidence  given  by  DieU  or   I'ihenehesat  to  be 

of  Dick  or    Klu'iiclit--     frnn 

OlHJNYAK  (his  X  mark). 
Att<'st : 

E.  T.  WiTiiERsrooN. 
\V.  C.  Hekhekt. 


m 


Chillta,  beiiifi  first  dniy  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  a  native 

,.,.,„    ,  ..  and  resident  of  Ai-nis.     This  vear  he  and  friend  went 

V.  riii<'»  Htatomriits   oiitiii  caiioe  toi   one  and  a  iiali  months,  and  ean^^ht 

"ui""''  "'  '•''""'^'"'    20  seals  pic'kin^  them  np  iiere  and  there.     Certilies  that 

evidenee  given  by  Diek  or  Khenchesnt  is  true. 

Chillta  (his  x  mark). 
Attest : 

E.  T.  WiTIIEHsrOON. 
\V.  ('.  IlEUIiEHT. 


;  1^ 


SwcM-n  to  ami  snbseribed  befor«'  methisLMst  day  of  Ajdil,  1X02,  and  I 
further  certify  that  the  forey<»in;i  altidavits  were  read  to  i)ick  or  I'^hen- 
chesnt,  ('lappa,  Saisnn,  Cliakntt,  hitiliap,  (>pon,.'al<,  and  Chillta,  and 
the  eont«'nts  fully  nmde  known  to  them  by. I.  T.  A.  Unllinch,  <luly  sw<»rn 
as  intt'rpri'ter,  and  that  th<'y  fully  understood  the  ■^ame. 
|L.  S.J  OlJVKn   \V()01>, 

United  IStdtcs  ('(minissiovcr  for  the  l>inhi('t  of 

\\'<(sliiii(itnii,  rcNiilitiff  Hi  J'ort  ToirnHcnd, 


Dcponition  of  John  Mtntfntlie,  sfoirhrepcr,  Tiarchn/  Sound. 

II A  HITS. 

.bdiii   Margathe,  lu'ing  duly  sworn,  depos«',8  and  says  that  for  23 

years  he  has  resided  on  the  west  coast  of  N'aneouver 

Kxporienco.  Island.    VietiM'ia.    Barclay   So(\nd,   et<'.,  and    that   at 

pH'si'iit  he  owns  a  store  in  rchnh't,  JSarcIay  Sound, 

Si ainrnr.lv  mm  111   mn\  ^f^  onlv  wliite  mail  residiii'j,  in   same.     Ue  stat«'s 

that  turseal  are  rarely  seen  in  barclay  hound,  and  are 

usually  found  <ttV  the  coast  at  a  distance  of  from  ."»  to  !">  miles.    'I'hey 

are  found   in  clear   watei-,  and  ne\ cr  close  to  the  land. 

Juiii.v""*   '""''*'   '"   >'^«'!»ls  do  not  breed  in  the  locality.     A  few -year  old 

|)U|is  have  been  raiight  during  the  winter.     !>ast  sea-on 

j'airi.^  i.y   nuUv.H   7(M>  or  S(K>  seals  wciv  (•auglit   otV  the  coast  by  the  na- 

tiNes  of  \  illagcs  on  IJarclay  Sound.    There  are  about 
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100  natives  in  this  villaj;*'.     He  is  also  iigciit  for  five  sealiiitf  vessels 
owned  in  Vi<'t<uiu. 

John  x  Mahoathe. 

mark. 

Attest: 

E.  T.  WlTHEKSrOON. 
llAIlllY   (jEOKKE. 

Sworn  to  an<l  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  Ai>ril,  1H1>2,  and 
I  further  <'ertify  that  the  forej'oin};  afHdavit  was  read  to  viohii  Mar- 
j^athe  and  that  he  fully  understood  the  same. 
[L.  S.]  Oliver  Wood, 

United  States  Commissioner  for  the  Dixtriet  of 

Washington,  residiny  at  Port  Totrnsend. 


% 


Deposition  of  Moses,  Nitnat  Tndian  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALINa. 


<'■  V.  I'erkiitn.  isut. 


Jtimeu 

h:>J. 


tSiciin. 


State  of  Wasiiinoton, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss: 

Moses,  beinp;  duly  sworn,  depows  and  says:  1  am  a  native  Nitnat 
Indian,  and  reside  at  I'aelienah  Bay  on   Vancouver 
Island,  at  N  aneouver,  Mritish  Colunii)ia.    1  am  fjOyears     Kxrwripnce. 
old,  <and  am  by  occupation  a  hunter  and  tisherntan,  and 
have  been  so  enjjafjed  for  about  thirty  years.     I  have  scaled  out  from 
Neah  Bay  in  ihe  sealinj;  ;«'h»)oner  C.  C.  I'erkins  (that 
was  last  year),  and  this  year  I   am  sealing  on  the 
shooner  James  IL  ISa'an.      Formerly  i  sealed  <mt  of 
I'achenah  Bay  with  my  tiibe  in  canoes.     We  used  to 
seal  in  the  straits  of  San  Juan  de  Kuca,  and  all  ah)nj,' 
the  coast  from  the  Columbia  River  to  the  upper  end  of  Vanccmvcr 
Island.     I  am  familiar  with  all  the  bay>  and  inlets  on  the  west  coast  of 
Vancouver  Island,     I  do  not  know  of  any  jilace  along' 
the  coast  where  seals  haul  out  u'xm  the  laud  and  cive      i»"  ""<  >>■.<»{  up  ..n 
birth  to  their  young;  nor  have  1  heard  the  Indians  on 
thi'  Vancouver  Island  talk  about  any  such  a  thing.     Seals  do  not  give 
birth  to  their  young  in  the  water  nor  on  the  kelp.     Years  ago  sea U 
were  much  more  ]>lentifMl   than  tliey  are  now,  and  I  could  sc**  tlicni  all 
around  in  bunches  on  the  water,  but  since  the  white  man  canu'  here 
and  comntcnc*'*!  to  kill  them  with  the  rifle  and  the 
shotgun,   within  the  last  five  or  six  years,  they  have 
rai»idly  dccieased  in  nunjbcr. 

Ten  vcars  ago  :»  British  sclnnmer  came  ui)  to  I'acheUi 


IK-creaHc. 


{?«' 


Indian  hunters,  ami  sch«HHiers  have  been  coming  in  there  for  that  pin- 

l»o.scevery  season  since,  increasing  in  number  yt'ar  by  yen-  until  now 

there  are  nearly  •>*«•  hundred  scaling s<'hooners engaged 

in  hunting  seaK  .iiong  the  coast.     .Vltoiit   seven  years 

ag(»  thr\  tonuni'iiccd  to  hunt  seals  w  itii  rifles,  and  lately 

tlii-\  use  siiotguns.     \ery  few  Indians  that  go  from  I'achenah  or  Neah 

iiuL}  use  guuH,     in  liunting  with  the  sinnir  w«'  make  but  little  noise  and 


Iiji  n  iHc  of  Ht-uling 
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{i't't  almost  all  that  we,  liit.  Tliorc  an'  about  oiu'  liniidrod  soal  Imiitora 
that  livf  at  I'aclioiiah  l>ay.  and  make  tlicii-  living'  Ity  liiiiitiii^'  seals. 
There  is  hardly  any  jiart  of  the  s<'al  Itnt  what  is  used  in  some  way  by 
the  in^'ians.  About  half  of  all  seals  eauKlit  alonpf  the 
on^'■'<mH"Vnll!^^^^^^^  eoast  ar  '  coms  with  pups  in  them;  a  few  medium  sized 
niah's  an>  also  taken,  and  the  rest  are  you ny  seals  of 
both  sexes.  We  scan-ely  ever  see  an  old  bull  seal,  nor  ean  we  tell  the  sex 
of  the  seals  in  the  water.  I  have  never  c'aujtht  any  full-grown  eows 
aloufif  the  coast  that  did  not  have  imi)s  in  them. 

In    18.S7  I  went  sealing  in  the  Bering  Sea  on  the 
British  or  .lapanese  schooner  A«la.    1  do  not  know  the 
name  of  her  master,  but  he  was  a  white  man.     She  carried  seven  canoes, 
each  manned  by  two  Indians,  and  one  stern  boat  with  three  white  men. 
The  Indians  hunted  with  spears  and  the  white  men  with  guns.     We 
sealed  around  Unalaska,  but  did  not  go  towaid  the 
cntohin  Berinpt  Sta  Prlbilof  Islands.     We  caught  1,900  seals,  all  of  whit'h 
mnHtiy   all  nursnig  ^.^^^.^    captured  ill  the  scu,  close  to   Unalaska;   most 
all  of  them  were  cows  in  milk;  but  wln'ii  we  lirst  en- 
tered the  sea  we  killed  a  few  cows  that  hatl  pups  in  them.     We  were 
seized,  while  in  there,  about  the  1st  of  August,  by  the 
*^""''"  Tnited  States  revenue-cutter  Hear,  and  all  of  our  skins 

were  taken  away. 

In  18.S9 1  went  again  to  tlu'  sea  in  the  seaiing  schooner 
Minnu,\m9.  Minnie,  .lacobson,  master.     She  carried  eight  canoes 

and  two  boats.    Two  Indians  who  used  spears  were  «'mployed  in  each 
canoe,  and  three  white  men,  using  guns,  were  in  each  boat.    One  boat 
with  three  white  men  got  more  seals  than  one  canoe  with  two  Indians. 
The  white  men  shot  a  great  many  seals  that  they  did  not  get,  but  the  In- 
dians secured  nearly  all  that  they  sjieared.    That  year 
mMn'"Miur"m'"?.wH"  ^^■♦'  f^^iiled  east  of  the  island  an<l  caught  about  800  seals. 
J  ""  '*'"''       J  ,j,)  jj()^  know  how  far  we  were  from  the  islands,  for  wo 
could  not  see  them.    The  seals  we  caught  were  mostly  cows  with  milk. 
In  1891  1  went  uii  to  the  Bering  Sea  in  the  same  vessel,  and  she  had 
the  same  master  and  carried  the  same  number  of  boats 
Minnie,  i«9i.  r^^^^^  caiiocs.    That  year  we  sealed  to  the  northwest  of 

the  islands  and  caught  700  or  800  seals.     When  I  was 
in  the  sea  in  1887  seals  were  very  i)lentiful  there,  but 
in  1889  there  were  not  so  many,  and  in  1891  there  were  fewer  still,  and 
1  think  after  awhile  they  will  all  soon  be  destroye<l  if 
)ecicase.  they  keep  on  hunting  them  with  guns.     When  in  Ber- 

ing Sea  I  had  an  opi)ortuiiity  to  observe  the  ditfen-iice  in  the  number 
of  seals  h)st  Ity  killing  them  with  shotguns  and  by  tak- 
ing them  with  spears.  The  hunters  that  used  shot- 
guns lost  more  than  one  half  tliey  shot,  while  the  hunters  that  used 
siiears  seldom  ever  lost  one  that  tliey  hit. 

Moses  (his  x  mark). 
Witness: 

C.  P.  Beown. 
C.  K.  Gay. 


CntchinlicrlngSna. 


Wnbte  of  lil'i'. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  A])ril,  A.  I). 
189L'. 

[SKAL.J  (/LARKNf'E    I*.    IJH<»WN, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  flu  Si<tic  of  Wasliini/lon, 

licsidiny  (it  I'vrt  Anyclctiy  Wasliinyton, 


TAKKN    ON    VANM'OrVKK    IS1,AXI>. 


;ui 


Deposition  of  Francis  Vcrhelr,  rcsitliny  at  Port  Anjfeies,  Washington , 
Roman  (JathuUv  priest,  in  charijv  of  mission  in  rillaye  of  Chapifs. 

Francis  Verbt'ke,  hciiij;  first  duly  swoiii,  deposes  and  says  that  he 
is  a  Konian  Catliolic  priest,  in  ('liar<>('  nC  lionian  (*atiio- 
lic  mission  in  village  of  ( 'liapies,  on  Tod^^ers  ( 'ove.    lie     {'/..'."reii^f*"''"*"'' 
lias  resided  in  Ciiapies  four  winters,     lie   i    >  never 
seen  or  lieaid  of  seals  inside  IJaielay  Sound.     They  are  all  found  out- 
side.    Last  year  was  a  very  had  season.    The   Indians  think  si-arcity 
of  seals  is  due  to  the  method  of  huntinj^  them  adopted  by  the  whites, 
by  which  the  seals  are  scared  away.     lie  has  never  heard  of  st'al  breed- 
in};  here  and  has  never  seen  any  seal.     Witness  states  he  is  only  white 
resident  of  village. 

Eev.  F.  Veubeke. 

8worn  to  an<l  subscribed  before  me  this  lilst  day  of  April,  I.SIL';  and 
1  further  e«>rtity  that  tlio  forefjfoin}?  allidavit  was  read  to  Francis  Ver- 
beke  and  that  he  fully  understood  the  same. 

[L.  B.J  Ol.lVKU   Wool), 

U.  iS.  Commissioner  for  the  District  of  Washinf/ton, 

Residing  at  I'ort  Townscnd- 


Deposition  of  Weckennncsch,  Indian  chief  of  the  village  of  Mchulet, 

HABITS. 


* 


■Mk 


Kx|iurioni'u. 


SciIhiIu  not  haul  up 

■  III   I'llll.Ht. 


Weckenuneseh,  beinj;  didy  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  be  is  a  chief 
of  tlui  villajie  of  IMchulct  (Uarclay  iSound),  and  a  resi- 
dent of  tills  villajit'.  lb'  states  that  fur-seal  do  not 
c(»me  ill  close  to  shore  in  ^liis  locality,  and  ar<'  never 
found  on  laiul.  Seals  are  caught  olf  the  coast  at  from 
5  to  -(►  miles.  They  (h)  not  breed  in  this  locality,  and 
nothing  of  the  kind  is  known  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant. 
Formerly  the  Indians  hunted  them  lor  Ibod,  but  nowadays  white  men 
»i»>4  Indians  Inuit  them  for  their  fur,  and  they  are  rapidly  diminishing 
I'll  nunil»cr.  Heretofore  the  natives  have  always  used 
canoes,  but  the  white  men  hunt  tiiem  from  schoon«'rs, 
use  tirearms,  and  get  about  two  out  of  live.  Last  year  there  wc?c  fewer 
than  ever  before.  Tliis  season  the  natives  caught  about 
«)ne-half  as  many  as  last.  In  his  o])inion  the  seals  will 
soon  be  exterminated,  and  in  three  years  then^  will  be  nomoie  sealing, 

Weckknunesch  (his  X  mark). 

Attest: 

E.   T.   WiTHKKSl'OON. 
W,   C.    llEKBEltT. 

Makeshow,  being  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  and  says  that  he  is  a  resident 
of  this  village  and  that  the  evidence  given  by  Wt'ckennnesch  Is  true. 

Makeshow  (his  x  mark). 
Attest; 

E.   T.   WlTIIERSrOON. 
W.  C.  llEUBEUT. 


Di'rri'imc. 
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,*H2  TKSTIMONY    TAKKN    ON    VANCOirVKK    ISLAND. 

Olaliowto,  hdiij^diily  HWorn,  4|o{m»s4^h  iiiiii  says  tliut  he  is  a  i'esiil(>iit  of 

Wt'ckt'iiiiiM'srli  is  tnuj. 
Clauowto  (his  X  iimik). 


the  vilhigi',  and  that  the  evitleuce  given  by 


Attest : 

E.   T.    WlTlIEUSl'OON. 
\V.  C.    IlKKBEUT. 

Charley  llayiiks,  heiiiy  duly  sworn,  <l«'|»oses  ami  says  that  he  is  a 
resident  of  this  vilhi^e  and  is  chief  of  police  of  same,  lie  certifies  that 
the  eviilence  givou  by  VVeckeuunesch  is  correct. 

lllH 

CUAULEY    X     llAYUKS. 

murk. 

Attest: 

E.  T.  With Ki{ SPOON. 

W.  C.   llEUliEKT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2l8t  day  of  April,  18!)L';  and 
I  furtlier  certify  that  the  foregoiii};-  allidavits  were  rea<l  to  VVeckeiinn- 
esch,  iMakeshow,  Clahowto,  and  Charley  Ilayuks,  and  the  contents 
fully  nnule  known  to  them,  by  .1.  T.  A.  ISnltincli,  <luly  sworn  as  iuter- 
preter,  ami  that  they  fully  un<lersto(Ml  the  same. 
(SEAL. I  Oliver  Wood, 

(J.  *S'.  CommiHuionvr  for  thr  histrh't  of  \V(tnhinffton, 

lifKitliiKj  at  Port  Toicnnnid. 

Charley  Ilayuks  understands  and  speaks  English  fairly  well. 
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TESTIMONY  TAKHX  AT  VICTORIA.  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 
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Di'iHrntion  of  I*tfrr  Ainhrsmi,  snih'r  {hoatstccnr). 
PELAlJK^  8EAL1NCI. 

PettT  Aiuh'vsoiijx'in}''  duly  s\\iiiii,(h'iMts«'Sini(l  says:  I  iv.siilc  in  N'it-to 
I'in.  liritisli  Cnliiiultiii;  am  liyocnipatioii  a  srainaii  ainl 
liunlcr;  liav«  bocii  eiif;a;>('<l  in  tin'  last  tliiiM'  yoars  in 
takiii;:"  seal  in  tiu'  Nortii  ra«Mllr  Oct'aii  an«l  Ueiin;;' Sea 
in  capacity  of  boat  stccrcr.  The  vessels  1  was  employed 
on  arc  as  tWllows:  liUtcl;  IHauioiul,  .hw'r/,  and  I'mhrhni, 
all  iJritisli  schooners.  First  saw  and  to«»k  seal  oltX'ape 
Flattery  in  Mar<'li  and  we  followed  them  clear  up  tlie 
coast  into  lierinj;'  Sea,  where  we  arrive<l  about  .Inly  1. 
shotgun  and  litle  exclusively  in  the  boats  I  was  in. 
rience  I  am  satislied    that  .'{.'^   per  cent  shot  with  a 


Kxpiiioiu'c. 


Hldrk-     HI  a  III  I.  ml, 
III'/,  Hiiil  I'liiliiiiiii . 


>lt     t'UllHt. 


■of  M'.iIh 


shot};un  are    hnst,  and  wln'ii  a  rille  is  used  a  lar^ici' 


NVe  used   the 
From  my  expc 

Wiwl.i.f  lilc. 


IiiiliKcriiiiiiiiitr  kill- 
ing. 


per  c»»nt  an' lost  when  killed,     A  larj^-e  majority  of  seal  taken  on  the 

coast  and  in  lierinin'  ^5ea  are  cows,  with  pup  in  the  i*a- 

cific  Ocean  and  with  milU  in  llerinjiSea.     A  fewyonn}>-  ,„,Vsh,K\  .'.'^.s':''''''' ''■" 

male  seal  are  taken  in  the  Noith  I'acilic  Oi-can  from 

'_' to  .'{ ,\ears  old.     Have  never  taken   an  old  iuill  in   the   North   I'acilic 

Ocj'an  in  my  life.     A  few  yearliiifjs  have  been  taken  by 

me,  but  not  many.     Use  no  discrimination,  but  kill  all 

seal  that  conn-  near  the  boat.     The  best  way  to  shoot 

seal  to  secure  them  shoot  theai  in  the  back  of  the  head  when  they  are 

asleep  with    their    noses  under  water.      IIav«'  lU'vei- 

known  any  seal  pups  to  be  born  in  the  wat«'r  nor  any-   ,„,rIl!a'S\>n.siaiIi'i7 

where  t'Ise  in  Alaska  outside  of  the  IMibilof  Islands, 

nor  liav«'  lever  known  fur  seal  to  haul  up  anywhere<m  the  land  except 

on  the  IMibilof  Islands.     Have  taken  fenniles  that  were 

tull  of  milk  (i<))niles  from  the  I'ribilof  Islands.     I  think 

seal  ((U^lit  to  be  protected  in  the  North   Pacific  and 

I»erin;>'  Sea   from  April  1  to  September  1,  in  order  to 

j>ive  them  a  chance  to  raise  their  youufi;. 

Petkk  X  Anderson. 

murk. 
WitlU'SS: 

rl.  M.  Potter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  r»th  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  VV.  Lavender, 
United  ISfatvs  Tnafiury  Atjvnt. 
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K.K.  I'aini,  I«»l. 


null 
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314  TESTIMONY 

JhjHmition  of  II.  Amlriciim,  svohr  (boat  Htienr). 
i'elauic  hkaling. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victorhu  liritinh  CnUnuhiu,  s.s.: 
II.  Andrit'ius,  Ikmiiji;  duly  swcnii,  drunscs  iiiiil  snys:  My  agv  is  *J1 
years;  occupation,  seaman ;  and  live  in  Victoria,  Itritisli 
(.'oluiubia.  I  fiist  saile«l  in  ISJH  iu  the  vessel  A'.  H. 
I'nitit,  Hisit,  luaster,  as  boat  steeiiM-.  We  eieiired  iu 
April  from  Viitoria.  British  Columbia,  and  had  six 
boats,  with  thiet'  men  to  each  l>oat.     Tin*  hunters  ust'd  shot}j;uns.     We 

MoHtiv  ,.r.,n,.n.  f...  '^•'"'•'"^  •''<"'^'  ♦»'<' <<'-<^t   and  cai»ture<l   ir.4;  most  all  ot; 
'  i,..»i   iiii'.o-   them  w«*re  preffuant  temales;  we  lost  tully  three  out  ol 
foui'  that  we  kille<l.     We  did  not  eut«'r  tlu'  Uerin;;'  Sea 
this  year.     There  is  no  place  on  the  «'oast  where  the  seals  haul  up  ami 
jjive  birth  to  their  youu};;  they  never  jiive  birth  on  the  kelp.     I  re- 
turned to  Vi«-to'ia  siud  was  dischaifi^'d  in  Octoiier.    On  .lanuary  li7, 
1S{L',  I  went  s<>al  hunting'  a;;'ain  as  boat-])uller  on  the 
Labadore.  im.         i^^OnuUm;  Whitly,  master.     She  carried  three  boats, 
three  men  to  each  boat,  all  white  nu'ii.     We  commenced  sealin;*' out- 
side of  Cai)e   Flattery  and  sealed  to  the  northward   up  the  coast.     I 
know  that  the  seals  are  moie scarce  this  vcar  than  they 

mother  s(>als  with  ])up.s  iu  them.     It  is  almost  impossible  to  distinguish 
the  male  from  the  female  at  a  distance  in  the  water. 

1  came  back  in  tlu'  schooner  ^liimir,  Tyson,  master,  about  the  4th  of 
March;  I  shipped  trom  ('lay(|Uot,  as  ste<'rer;  she  had 
three  boats,  and  two  men  to  ea<'h  itoat,  all  white  men, 
who  used  shotguns.  This  year  tlu*  shotguns  were  used  nnu-e  than 
rifles.  We  only  f-^t  live  seals.  They  are  very  wild  this  year  and  very 
dillicult  tocatcli  on  account  of  their  having' been  hunted  so  much.  Tiki 
captain  ri'turned  to  Victoria  with  his  vessid  because  he 
iiw.'.s-  ,.,„,],!  ,„,t  iiiiiiic  jf  piiy  ill  the  seal-hnntin};  business.     I 

returned  to  Victoria  on  the  lM>th  of  April.  1  do  not 
think  it  isrijjht  to  kill  the  mother  seals  befor«'  they  have  ;;iven  birth  to 
their  younfjf,  as  it  is  a  fact  that  when  we  kill  the  mother  s«'al  we  also 
kill  her  juip.  They  shouhl  not  be  hunted  tor  six  we«'ks  after  {jiviuj?  birth 
to  their  youn}>. 

II.    AN1)KI(!H'S. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  L'L'd  day  of  April,  A.  D- 
1S!)2. 

[SEAL.J  LkVI   W.   .MVKUS, 

United  /States  CouhkI, 


Minnie.  IMU'J. 


I'lolilliiliuii 
Hiiry. 


De})OHUion  of  Bernhardt  Jilcidncr,  sealer  [boat-^jullcr). 
pelagic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  liritinh  dolnmhia,  ss : 

Bernhardt  Bleidner,  beiiifj  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says:  I  reside  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  am  32 
years  of  age;   my  ocjuipation,   seaman.     In    1887   I 


Kipurieuue. 


TAKF.N   AT   VK'TOUTA.    llKITIsn   roLUMBIA. 
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1H87. 


Hliipppfl  on  tlu'  scIiooniT  Chnllniiir,  .loiics,  iiinsf«'i-,  us 

lioMt  i(iill«'r.     SIh' iiirrii'il  lour  Imats  jiimI  tlirn' men  to  ^,',,'1""""'' "^ 

iMcli  lioat,  all  wliitc  men,  wiio  used  shot^inns  in  liiint- 

hm  tin'  si'als.     Wr  h'ft   INut  Townscnd  in   May  and  scaled  south  to 

Cape  Flattery  and  then  went   north  alon;;' the  coast  until  we  came  to 

Cnimak  I'ass,  and  «-aptnre<l  tVoni  thi'ce  tot'oni'  hnndrcd  seals.     Most  all 

were  females  and  had  ptips  in  them.     1   think  Inlly  two  thirds  of  nil 

we  caught  were  females,  ami  a  few  were  hulls.     On  an 

avera^-e  we  save<l  one  out  ol  thn-c  that  wciv  killed.   J'"|^yy'i'-i'"'''ii'''ii.v 

Wo  were  scize<l  in  the  Unimak  I'ass  and  takt'ii  to  I'na- 

laska  and  all  tiie  skins  were  taken  away  from  us.    The  vessel  was  re- 

lea.sed  and  we  returned  to  Seattle  the  latter  part  of  Si'ptcndter.     We 

trictl  to  sho()t  the  .seals  in  the  In-ad  or  heart,  for  if  we  sh(»t  them  in  any 

tttlier  place  we  would  lose  them,  and   if   we  kilh'd   them   d«'ad   they 

would  sink  and  many  of  them  we  could  not  ^et. 

In  January,  issit.  I  apiin  sliip])ed  fnun  Victoria,  liritish  Columhia, 
in  the  schooner  Waltir  liivli,  Siewart,  nnister;  we  <'ar- 
ried  <i  boat.s  and  1  stern  ttoat,  ■(  men  to  ea<'h  boat,  all 
white  men,  who  used  ritlcs  aiul  shotguns.  VVe  always  tried  to  slip 
up  <Hi  them  and  shoot  them  while  they  were  asleep. 
\\'v  secured  oOO  skins  along  the  coast,  nntst  all  of  whi<'.h 
were  pregnant  females,  and  returned  to  \'ict(U'ia  the 
latter  part  of  April.  There  is  no  i)lac«'  on  the  coast 
wiiere  the  seals  haul  u|>  on  the  land  and  give  birth  to 
their  young,  nor  do  they  evei-  give  birth  to  their  young 
on  the  kelp.  It  is  almost  impossi))le  to  distinguish  the  female  seals 
from  the  nnde  in  the  water,  unless  it  is  an  old  bull.  I  don't  think  it  is 
right  to  kill  the  mother  seal  ix'tbie  they  give  birth  to  their  young,  lor 
it  is  a  fact  that  when  you  kill  the  mother  you  also  kill 
her  pup.  I  don't  think  the  seals  are  as  plentiful  as 
tlu'y  were  last  year,  and  the  hunting  of  them  should  be  „„j.'^"'''"'"'""  '""•''• 
stopped  in  the  North  I*a(!ilic  Ocean. 

Bkkniii).  ISlkidnku. 

Sul»S(!i'ibed  and  sworn  to  before  nn'  on  this  L"Jd  dav  of  April,  A.  D 
ISIH'. 

|SEAL.]  LKVI    VV.   MvKK.S 

UnUe<l  Statcn  Consul. 


Uillir  1,'ifh.  IHHU. 


I'iru'liaiit      IVmalcit 
|ii'iiiri|ially  tiiki'ii. 


liodkcrii'H    only  on 
I'l'ilMlnr  Isliiliils.' 


I)l'rrflinr. 


Dcpositio)!  of  KIcIn  notnh\  nralcr  (mate). 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 
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PROVINnE  OP    PiUITISII   COLrMTlIA, 

(Uti/  of  VictoriOj  sfi : 

Niels  T'onde,  being  duly  sworn,  dcjioses  and  say.i:  T  am  24  years  ot 
age;  n'sidence,  Victoria,  Ibitisli  Cobunbia;  occupation, 
seannin.     I  went  scaling  as  <l«'ck  hand  in  the  liritish      Kx|Hri.mo. 
schooner  Kate,  ('apt.  Moss,  master,  in  18S7.     We  had      /^.,,,^,  ,^^- 
twenty  canoes  and    Indian  hnnteis  who  used  speai's, 
except  in  calm  weather,  when  they  would  use  shotguns.     VVe  sailed 
from  Vij'toria  the  loth  of  March,  sealing  olf  l>ar<'lay  Sound,  between 
there  and  C'ajte  Cook,  and  caught  '>22  seals.    Came  back  to  N'ictoriain 
May,  discharged  our  skins  and   then  went  to  ISering 
Sea,  arriving  there  in. July.     We  canuiout  of  the  IJering 


Brrin;:  Sea. 
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TESTIMONY 


Seals  caught  from 
10  to  100  niili'8  from 
St.Ceorgc  iHlanil. 


Arannah   seized, 
18t<K,  by  KiiflHiaim. 


Kate.  18R9. 


Sea  the  latter  part  of  Aujjust,  and  had  caught  ahout  1 ,700  seals  between 
the  Pribiloi'  Islands  and  llnahiska;  we  caus'ht  them 
from  10  to  100  or  more  miles  olf  St.  (ieorge  Island.    Tlie 
largest  catch  we  had  that  year  in  any  one  day  was  2(»0 
seals.    We  only  took  eight  canoes  and  one  boat  into 
Bering  Sea. 
In  1H88  I  If'ft  Victoria  on  the  lltli  of  Aiiril  as  mate  and  interpreter 
on  the  British  schooner  Arannah,  H.  F.  Siewart,  ntaster, 
and  carried  sixteen  canoes  while  sealing  on  tiie  coast 
and  Indian  hunters  with  speai's,  but  in  <'alm  weather 
they  used  shotguns.    We  caught  about  100  seals  on  the  coast,  and  then 
in  the  latter  part  ot  May  left  for  the  Commander  Islands,  on  tlie  Russian 
side  of  the  Bering  S»  a,  and  was  seized  on  the  1st  of  .July  by  the  Kus 
sijin  authorities. 
I  left  Victoria  on  the  28th  of  May,  1889,  in  the  British  schooner  Kate 
as  deck  hand,  with  ten  canoes  and  Indian  hunters  with 
spears    and    shotguns.     The    Indians    used    spears 
chiefly.    We  went  directly  to  the  Shumagin  Island,  where  we  took  in 
water   and    provisions,  and   went    into    Bering  Sea 
Bering  Sea.  through  Unamak  Pass,  and  sealed  in  those  waters  till 

Ordered  out.  some  time  in  August,  when  we  were  ordered  out  by 

the  revenue  cutter  and  went  to  Victoria.  We  caught 
a  little  over  800  seals  in  the  liering  Sea  that  year. 
In  1890  I  left  Victoria  on  the  17th  of  January  in  the  British  schooner 
Pioneer,  Morgan,  master.  I  shipped  as  a  deck  hand. 
We  had  five  boats  and  white  hunters,  who  used  shot- 
guns and  rifles.  We  commenced  sealing  ott'  the  Calilornia  coast,  near 
Cape  Blanco,  and  worked  our  way  up  the  coast  to  Barclay  Sound,  and 
caught  about  400  seals  and  put  them  aboard  another 
vessel  and  then  sealed  along  the  coast  to  Bering  Sea, 
and  caught  on  our  way  uj)  and  in  the  sea  about  1,600  more,  and  left 
Bering  Sea  for  Victoria  the  latter  part  of  August. 
The  seals  caught  along  the  coast  after  the  1  st  of  April  are  mostly  preg- 
nant females,  an<l  those  caught  in  Bering  Sea  were  fe- 
males that  h  id  given  birth  to  their  young.  1  often  no- 
ticed the  milk  flowing  out  of  their  breasts  when  being 
skinned,  and  have  seen  them  killed  more  than  10()  miles  from  the  seal 
islands.  I  have  seen  live  pups  cut  out  of  their  mothers  Jind  live  around 
on  the  decks  for  a  week.  On  the  Pioneer  we  had  a  couple  of  good  hun- 
ters who  would  get  almost  all  they  shot  at,  while  some  of  our  hunters 
would  lose  a  good  many  that  they  would  kill  and  wound. 
A  green  hunter  will  not  get  nu>re  than  one  out  of  five, 
and  I  have  known  one  hunter  on  our  vessel  who  shot  eighty  shots  and 
got  only  four  seals.  Indian  hunters  that  use  spears  seldom  lose  any 
that  are  struck,  and  there  is  no  wounded  to  go  away  and  die.  I  can 
not  say  positively  as  to  the  decrease  in  numbers,  but  I  know  they  are 
much  mote  shy  now  than  when  I  commenced  sealing. 

I  know  of  no  place  where  seals  haul  up  on  the  coast, 
nor  do  I  believe  there  is  any. 

Niels  Bonde. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[sEAL.j  Levi  W.  Myers, 

Un'ted  States  Consul. 


Pioneer,  1890. 


IJeriiiK  Sea. 


Catch  iiiost  1  y  f o 
males. 


Waste  of  lifp. 


ITo  hauling-u])  place 
on  coast. 
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Experii'iice. 


Minnie,  1890. 


Ap|M'ariin»'t< 
foast. 

C'atr.h  oil"  coast. 


oil 


TAKEN   AT   VICTORIA,    BRITISH    COLUMBIA. 
Deposition  of  Rcnry  Brown,  sealer  [boat pnUer), 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 


Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria,  ss : 

Henry  Brown,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  42  years  of 
age,  and  reside  in  Vi(!toria,  British  Columbia.  I  am 
by  occupation  a  seaman.  On  or  about  February  21, 
1890,  I  shipped  as  an  able  seaman,  but  did  service  as 
a  boat  steerer  on  the  sealing  schooner  Minnie,  which 
cleared  from  Victoria.  She  carried  twelve  canoes 
and  a  stern  boat.  Each  canoe  was  manned  by  two  Indians,  who  used 
spears  principally.  The  stern  boat  was  manned  by  white  men,  who 
used  riHes  and  shotguns,  prin(!ipally  shotguns.  I  a(;ted  as  steerernian 
in  the  stern  boat.  We  hnnted  seals  all  altnig  the  coast  from  Crays 
Harbor  to  the  passes  leading  into  Bering  Sea.  The 
first  seals  seen  were  about  30  nules  south  and  west  of 
Cape  Flattery.  We  then  followed  the  herd  north- 
ward, capturing  about  1,000  seals  on  the  coast,  which 
we  transferred  to  the  American  steam  schooner  .l//,v- 
ehief  at  sea,  about  15  miles  from  Sand  Point.  We  then 
proceeded  to  the  Bering  Sea,  entering  through  the 
IJnamakPass  about  the  mi<ldle  of  July.  We  captured 
over  1,200  seals,  all  the  way  from  24  to  100  miles  away 
from  the  Pribilof  Islands.  We  then  returned  to  Sand 
Point,  and  arrived  back  at  Victoria  about  the  last  of 
November. 

On  January  19,  1891,  I  shipped  at  Vi(!toria  as  an  able  seaman,  and 
took  the  boat  steerer's  billet  on  the  sealing  schooner      ,,     .  ,„„, 

-_._  ^  „,  .-''  .  Mascot,  1H91. 

Mascot,    Lawrence,    master.     She  carried  one  stern 
boat  and  ten  canoes.    The  (ianoes  were  manned  by  Indians,  who  used 
spears  in  hunting  the  seals,  and  the  stein  boat,  in  which  I  was  steerer, 
was  manned  by  three  white  men.    The  hunter  used  a  shotgun.     We 
sealed  all  along  the  coast  from  Cape  Flattery  up  to  Cape  Cook,  on  Van- 
couver Island,  and  cai)tured  9  seals.    The  only  one     ^.^j^,, 
taken  by  the  stern  boat  was  a  female  with  a  pup  in 
hei\    The  pup  was  thrown  into  the  ocean.     On  the  22d  of  May  we 
arrived  back  in  Victoria. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1892,  I  shipped  at  Victoria,  British  (Colum- 
bia, on  the  seuling  schocmer  May  Belle,  Smith,  master.      .,     ,, ..  ,„„., 
I  shipped  as  an  able  seaman  and  dul  service  m  the 
stern  boat  as  boat  steerer.   She  also  carried  ten  canoes,  each  being  m.anned 
by  two  Iiidians,  who  used  the  spear  in  hunting.    We  sealed  along  the 
coast  from  Destruction  Island  as  far  north  as  Triangle     ^.^^^^ 
Island,  ott' the  Vancouver  shore,  and  captured  but  one 
female  seal.    On  the  18th  of  Ai)ril  I  left  the  May  Belle  at  Clayaquot 
Sound,  aiul  n^turned  to  Victoria  on  the  5tli  of  May  on  the  steam  scliooiier 
Maud. 

The  seal  captured  by  ns  along  the  coast  in  1890  were  all  gravid 
females.  I  do  not  know  the  sex  of  those  taken  by  <mr 
Indians  on  the  coast  in  that  year.  We  did  not  capture 
any  gravid  seals  in  the  Bering  Seji.  Nearly  all  the 
seals  taken  in  liering  Sea  were  cows  in  milk.  We 
captured  a  few  young  seals  iii  the  sea  of  both  sexes. 


TraiLsfiTof  fiirgii  to 
scliooiier  Mitchief. 


IJcrinjt  sea,  time  of 
t'litcriiiH;. 

(;at<!h  in  sea  from 
24  to  UK)  iiiilt'S  from 
iHlaiids. 


Coast  <'at('h  in  IK9(l. 
X'rcjjiiiaiit  I'ows. 

Nearly  all  taken  in 
Keriii)!  Sea  iiurHiiif;. 
Waste  uf  life. 
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TESTIMONY 


Siijicriority  of    In- 
dian li  nil  tern  nn<l 

IMCthlldM. 


UciTeiise. 


Do  not  haul  un  on 
coaHt  and  arc  not  burn 
in  wator  or  on  kelp. 


Ill  1H90  our  ltnnt«'i'  in  tlio  st«'rii  bosit  somred  00  seals,  and  lost  over  200 
scjils  tliat  lie  Wduntlcl.  The  liidiniismakc  a  sure  work 
ol'  it,  and  .senire  nearly  every  seal  that  they  spear. 
Tliey  do  not  make  ho  niiu'li  noise  in  a]>i>roacliing  a  sleii*- 
lug  seal  as  the  white  hunters  do.  When  an  Indian  in  a  eaiioe  is  ap- 
proaehing  a  bunch  of  seals  asleej)  on  the  water  he  does  not  remove  his 
I>addle  from  the  water,  but  dexterously  an<l  noiselessly  moves  it  in  the 
water,  because  the  least  sound  would  awaken  the  seals.  The  hunter 
who  uses  a  gun  not  only  disturbs  the  seal  he  shoots,  but  awakens  and 
disturbs  the  others,  who  then  make  their  escape. 
In  181)1  I  noticed  that  there  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  seals  seen  in  the  water;  also  that  they  were 
more  shy  and  wakeful  as  compared  with  my  observa- 
tions in  liSflO.  A  cow  seal  that's  heavy  with  imp  is  sluggish,  and  sleeps 
more  soundly  than  the  males,  and  for  that  reason  they  are  more  readily 
approached.  I  have  never  known  a  black  pup  to  be  captured  on  the 
coast.  Set'ils  do  not  haul  out  upon  the  land  along  the 
coast,  nor  give  birth  to  their  young  on  the  kelp  or  in 
the  water.  I  have  never  heard  the  Indians  or  white 
sealers  say  that  there  is  a  place  on  the  cojist  where 
seals  haul  out  and  breed.  A  great  many  seals  that  are  shotwould  sink 
before  we  could  se<.'ure  them.  Sometimes  the  water  above  the  sinking 
seal  would  be  so  discolored  by  the  blood  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  it 
and  secure  it  with  the  gaff-hook,  which  all  sealing  boats  (iarry  for  that 
purpose.  If  pelagic  sealing  is  continued,  especially  with  guns,  in  a  Tew 
years  the  seal  herd  will  become  commercially  destroyed.  Nearly  every 
seal  captured  causes  the  death  of  either  an  unborn  pup,  or  the  deatli 
of  a  young  pup  by  starvation  on  the  islands.  All  pe- 
lagic sealing  should  be  prohibited  after  April  1  of  each 
year  until  such  time  as  the  young  pupsareable  to  sub- 
sist without  nourishment  trom  their  mothers.  It  is 
practically  impossible  to  distinguish  the  age  or  sex  (►f  seals  in  the  water 
while  approacliing  them  while  at  a  reasonable  gunshot  distance  from 
them,  excepting  in  the  case  of  old  bulls.  Old  bulls  and  male  seals  ap- 
pear to  enter  lieriug  Sea  before  the  cows  leave  the  coast.  Our  last 
catch  of  seals  on  the  coast  were  almost  exclusively  gravid  females. 

bin 

Henry  x  Brown. 

mark. 

John  McLeod. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1892. 
[seal.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 


Protection  by  a 
cbmo  season  neces- 
sary. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Brown  {N'o.  1),  sealer  (boat  puller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

Dominion  op  Canada, 

Victoria,  liritish  Cohimhia,  ss: 

Thomas  Brown,  being  duly  swa»rn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age 
is  31  years,  my  residence  is  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  occupation, 
seaman.  J  went  sealing  in  1889  from  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  (I  do 
act  remember  the  name  of  the  vessel)    (Japt.  Scott   was    master; 


TAKEN    AT   VICTOKIA,    BllITISlI    COLUMBIA. 


311) 


Fil'('arlIl^4  iimciI. 


we  sealed  as  far  south  as   Sau  Diogo,  Cal.,   then   went  ahma  the 

coast  to  Faralloue  Islands,  opposite  San  Fiancisro.    We  had  li\  e  l)»»ats, 

three  men  to  eaeh  boat,  and  one  stern  boat,  all  white  men;  we  used 

shotguns  and  rifles;  the  seals  were  very  identiful  that 

year;  most  all  the  seals  that  we  shot  and  secured  were 

i'enuiles  and  had  young  pui>s  in  them,  and  we  woiUd  sometimes  skin 

them.    If  we  didn't  get  to  a  seal  soon  after  it  was  shot  it  w<mld  sink, 

and  we  lost  a  great  many;  i>iobably  got  about  one  out 

of  live  of  all  the  seals  shot.    We  sealed  as  far  as  Queen  yZ^mut^tvmnu^"^'' 

Charlotte  Islands  and  got  ab<mt  19")  seals  in  the  two 

months'  sealing.    We  did  not  enter  Bering  Sea  that  year. 

In  1890  I  went  sealing  again  in  the  schooner  »S't'«  Lion,  INIadison,  mas- 
ter; had  Ave  boats  and  three  men  to  esich  boat;  I  was  . 
boat  puller;  we  were  sealing  about  three  months  and     '*""  '"'"' '  "**" 
got  about  400  seals,  most  all  females.    This  year  the  seals  were  wilder 
than  the  year  before;  I  think  it  was  because  they  were  being  hunted  so 
nmch.     VVe  did  not  capture  as  many  in  proportion  to  the  number  shot 
as  we  did  the  year  previ<ms,  and  did  not  save  more 
than  one  out  of  six  thit  we  shot.   We  did  not  enter  IJer-   felSr""'"' '""*"'' 
ing  Sea,  and  returnea  to  Victoria  in  April.    Our  catch 
was  fully  80  per  cent  females.    I  do  not  think  that  seals  give  birth  to 
their  young  on  the  kelp. 

In  i891,  in  the  montli  of  February,  I  sailed  from  Victoria,  British  Co- 
lumbia, on  the  schooner  Thistle,  Nicherson,  master,  on 
a  sealing  voyage.     We  had  seventeen  boats  and  three     ^'"*"''  '**''^- 
men  to  each  boat;  all  white  men.    I  signed  as  boat  pulhn*.    Commenced 
sealing  oft' Cape  Flattery  and  all  the  seals  which  we  i-aught  werei>reg- 
nant  females.    I  did  not  see  as  many  seals  as  the  years  i>rcvious;  1  left 
the  vessel  in  April  at  Victoria,  Biitish  Columbia.    The  seals  upon  this 
voyage  were  more  shy  than  in  1889  and  more  difficult  to 
ca])ture.    During   the   trip  of  1891  I  don't  think  we     WiistootiiUMMosiiy 
got  more  than  one  seal  out  of  six  that  we  killed;  many 
were  wounded  and  others  were  shot  dead  and  sank  before  the  boat 
ct>id<l  get  to  them.    The  seals  are  decreasing  in  num- 
ber rapidly,  and  in  order  to  juevent  the  extermination     D.<"iiso. 
of  seals  the  hunting  of  them  should  be  jn'ohibited  until  after  the  mother 
seals  give  birth  to  their  young.    Sealers  should  be  no- 
tified of  a  closed  season  befoie  they  go  to  the  expense     <'"«»■  ««ii»<'ii  nects 
of  fitting  out.  ^""^^ 

Thomas  Brown. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  1). 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  ConstU. 
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Deposition  of  Christ  Clausen,  sealer  {master), 

pelagic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  British  Columbia,  ss: 

Christ  Clausen,  beiug  duly    sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  reside 
at  Victoria,    British    Columbia;    occupation,   master    mariuer,    and 
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TESTIMONY 


Ex)M>rlence. 

Kelly,  master. 

C.U.Tupper,  1889 


Warned  out  of  Bor- 
ing Sea. 


am  32  years  of  age.    I  went  seal  Imnting  in  1889, 

as  mate  of  the  British  schooner  C.  II.  Tnpjter,,  Capt. 

She  carried  seven  boats  ami  white  hunters,  who  used 

mostly  shotguns.     Sailed  from  Victoria  in  February, 

and  commenced  sealing  otf  the  California  coast  and 

hunted  seals  all  along  the  coast  t<;  UnannUc  I'ass,  an<l  went  into  the  sea 

the  2d  of  July  and  caught  seals  around  the  eastern  part  of  Bering  Sea 

until  the  latter  part  of  September,  and  then  returned  to  Victoria.    AVe 

had  very  poor  hunters  and  only  caught  000  that  season,  lOO  of  which 

we  took  in  the  sea. 

In  1890  I  was  navigator  in  the  British  schocmer  Miiiiile,  and  was 

equipped  with  canoes  and  Indian  hunters,  who  used 

Mmme,  1800.  ti^wars  chicfly.    Sailed  from  Victoria  and  hunted  along 

the  coast  up  the  Unamak  Pass  and  entered  Bering  Sea  about  the  10th 

of  July,  and  hunted  off  the  Pribilof  Islands  until  about  the  1st  of 

Sei)tember  and  then  returned  to  Victoria.    My  catch  that  year  was 

2,000,  of  which  about  2,000  were  caught  in  the  Bering  Se;'. 

In  1891  I  went  as  navigator  in  the  same  vessel  and  with  the  same 

.  <'rew,  and  they  used  speais  in  hunting.    We  sailed 

irom  Victoria  and  hunted  along  the  coast  over  the 

same  course  we  did  the  year  before,  and  went  into  leering  Sea  through 

the  Unamak  Pass,  about  the  middle  of  July,  and  caught  only  about 

400  that  season,  none  of  which  were  taken  in  Bering 

Sea.    We  were  warned  out  of  the  sea  before  we  lowered 

any  boats  and  returned  to  Victoria. 

The  Indian  hunters,  when  they  used  spears,  saved  nearly  every  one 

they  struck.    It  is  mj  observation  and  experience  that 

an  Indian,  or  a  white  huntei-,  unlc      very  exi)ert,  will 

kill  and  destroy  many  tijnes  more  i..an  he  will  save,  if 

he  uses  firearms.    It  is  our  object  to  take  them  when 

asleep  on  the  water,  and  any  attempt  to  capture  a 

breeching  seal,  generally  ends  in  failure.    The  seals  we  catch  along  the 

coast  are  nearly  all  pregnant  females.    It  is  seldom 

fumau'sf  °"  ^'^*^^"""*  ^®  capture  an  old  bull,  and  what  males  we  get  are 

usually  young  ones.    I  have  frecjuently  seen  c<v\v  seals 

cut  open  ami  the  unborn  pups  cut  out  of  them  and  they  would  live  for 

several  days.    This  is  a  frequent  occurence.    It  is  my  experience  that 

fully  85  per  cent  of  the  seals  I  took  in  P>ering  Sea, 

were  females  that  had  given  birth  to  their  pups,  and 

their  teats  would  be  full  of  milk.    I  have  caught  seals 

of  this  kind  from  100  to  150  miles  away  from  the 

Pribilof  Islands.    It  is  my  opinion  that  spears  should 

be  used  in  hunting  seals,  and  if  they  are  to  be  kept  from  extermination 

the  shotgun  should  be  discarded. 

'  (Jiiu.  Clausen. 

Subscribed  .and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D, 
1892. 

[SEAL.]    '  '   '  '  Levi  W.  Myees, 

United  tStates  Consul. 


Success 
Hpi'ar. 


with    tlie 


Waste  of  lilc  with 
tirearms. 


Kijjht.y-iivcper  cent 
luilkin^'  fenialea. 

Prohibition  of  shot- 
f;uu  necessary. 


Experii'iicc. 


Oxcar  anil 
18C8. 


Uattie, 


Cat«)i  off  cuaHt. 
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Maijgie  Mac,  1889. 


Catch  off  coast. 


Entered  IturiugSoa. 
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DepoHition  of  Louin  Culler,  settler  (bimt-pnller). 

PELAGIO   SEALING. 

rRoviNCE  OF  British  Columbia, 

at  If  tif  Vietoria,  ss: 

Louis  Culler,  beiii}'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  28 years  old, 
and  reside  at  i'ort  Towusend,  State  of  Washington.     I 
am  by  occupation  a  (dvil  eiiyineer.    In  188S  I  shipped 
at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  as  a  boat-puller  on  the 
sealing  schooner    Oscar   ttnd   Htittie,   (iault,   master. 
She   carried  seven  boats,  each  being  manned  by  three  white  men, 
who  used  shotguns.     We  sealed  along  the  coast  Irom  Cai)e  Flattery  up 
to  the  passes  leading  into  Bering  Sea,  ('apturing  about 
1,400  seals  before  entering  th<'  sea.    We  entered  the  sea 
through  the  Unamak  Pass,  and  captured  seals  therein, 
after  which  we  returned  to  Victoria.    In  1889  I  shipped 
at   Victoria    as    a    hunter  <m   the  sealing    s<^hooner 
Maggie  Mac.     She  carried  seven  boats,  each  manned 
by  three  white  men,  who  used  shotguns  in  hunting  the 
seals.    We  sealed  along  the  coast  from  Cape  Flattery  u]»  to  the  Aleu- 
tian Islands,  and  captured  34()  seals  before  entering 
Bering  Sea.    We  caught  more  seals  in  the  sea  that 
year  than  we  captured  before  entering  therein.    After 
sealing  there  awhile  we  returned  to  Victoria.    In  June, 
1891, 1  shipped  as  a  hunter  on  the  sealing  schooner  Otto, 
Biley,  master.    There  were  two  newspai)er  corresj)oiid- 
ents  aboard,  King  IlaJe,  re]>resentiug  the  Few  York  Herald,  and  Mr. 
McManns,  of  Victoria.     The  Oito  carried  three  sealing  boats,  each 
manned  by  white  men,  who  used  shotguns,  and  two  canoe.«,  manned 
by  Indians,  who  used  spears.    We  sailed  up  along  the  coast  toward 
Bering  Sea  and  captured  live  seals,  all  being  gravid 
females.    I  noticed  these  seals  particularly,  because  i,aut"Sviiia?L*H.'''  ^"^' 
there  wei'e  but  few  of  them.    I  kept  a  memorandum  of 
the  transactions  of  the  voyage,  and  noted  in  my  book  the  number  of 
seals  taken  and  their  sex.     We  entered  tlie  sea  through 
the  Unamak  Pass,  and  captured  therein  about  40  seals,  nu^rsiS  cow^'"*''**'"" 
most  all  of  which  had  milk  in  their  breasts.    After 
taking  these  seals  we  retiuned  to  Vfi-toria,  British  Columbia,  about  the 
25th  of  September. 

My  observation  of  the  seal-hunting  by  white  hunters  in  1888  is  that 
they  do  not  secure  more  than  2  or  3  out  of  every 
100  shot.  The  number  of  shots  fired  by  a  hunter 
in  an  ordinary  day's  sealing  is  something  enormous, 
and  the  waste  of  seal  life  in  the  water  is  dreadful  to 
v:ontemplate.  My  observations  and  experience  in  1889 
were  about  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  except  as  to  the  number  of 
seals  seen,  whicih  was  mu(!h  smaller.  There  was  a  percep- 
tible decrease  in  the  number  of  seals  seen  by  me  in  the 
year  1889  as  compared  with  the  year  1888.  The  proportion  of  loss  of 
seals  shot  by  white  hunters  in  the  Otto  was  (piite  as  great  in  1891  as 
by  the  hunters  in  the  year  before  stsited.  I  have  never  seen  any  black 
pups  in  the  North  Pacftc  Ocean.  The  seals  do  not  give 
birth  to  their  young  in  the  water,  nor  upon  the  kelp. 
If  the  present  practice  of  seal-hunting  be  continued,  it 
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will  be  a  niatter  of  a  slun't  time  wlu'ii  tlie  s«'al  herd  will  be  coinniereially 

destroyed.     I  tliink  tliere  ssliotild  be  what  is  ealled  a 
.J!r,?,*.*'n!.i!!^m;Vv "'"*'''  close  season  in  seal  huiitini;  in  the  water,  to  extend  from 

the  1st  ot  Ajnu  tdl  snch  time  after  the  cows  have ;iiV4'n 
birth  to  iieir  youuj;  and  have  reare«l  them  to  an  aj^e  at  which  they  can 

live  without  sustenance  from  their  mother.    The  ludiavt 
w^hVinuIrs"'^  ^'"'"""'  hui'tcrs  securc  at  least  eiy lit  out  ol  every  ten  of  the 

seals  that  they  spear.    They  do  not  make  as  much  noise, 
Dor  frighten  the  seals  as  badly  as  hunters  who  use  guns. 

Louis  Culler. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  May,  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul, 


Deposition  of  Alfred  Dardean,  sealer  (boat-puller.) 

PELAGIC  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  British  Colnmhia,  ss: 
Alferd  Dardean,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  reside  at 
Victoria,  British  Columbia.  My  occupation  for  the  last 
two  years  has  been  that  of  a  seaman.    T  went  sealing 
in  the  schooner  Mollie  Adams  (afterwards  changed  to 


Experience. 


Mollie  Adams,  after- 
■wards  the  E.  E.  Mar- 
vin, 189(),  in  Bering  Sea. 


E.  B.  Marvin)  as  bosit-pullei\   We  left  Victoria,  British 


Mostly  pregnant  fe- 
males. 


Columbia  on  the  27th  of  May,  1890,  and  commenced 
sealing  up  the  coast  toward  Bering  Sea;  entered  Bering  Sea  through 
the  Unamak  Pass  about  July  7  and  sealed  around  the  eastern  part  of 
Bering  Sea  until  late  in  the  fall.  "We  caught  over  900  skins  before 
entering  the  sea  and  our  whole  catch  that  year  was  2,159  skins.  Of 
the  seals  that  were  caught  oft'  the  coast  fully  90  out  of 
every  100  had  young  pups  in  them.  The  boats  would 
bring  the  seals  killed  on  board  the  vessel  and  we  would 
take  the  young  pups  out  and  skin  them.  If  the  pup  is  a  good,  nice  one 
we  would  skin  it  and  keep  it  for  ourselves.  I  had  eight  snch  skins  my- 
self. Four  out  of  five,  if  caught  in  May  or  June,would  be  alive  when  we 
cut  them  out  of  the  mothers.  One  of  them  we  kept  for  pretty  near  three 
weeks  alive  on  deck  by  feeding  it  on  condensed  milk.  One  of  the  men 
finally  killed  it  because  it  cried  so  i)itifully.  We  only  got  three  seals 
with  pups  in  them  in  the  Bering  Sea.  Most  all  of  them  were  females 
that  had  given  birth  to  their  young  on  the  islands,  and  the  milk  would 
run  out  of  the  teats  on  the  deck  when  we  would  skin 
ema  ts  ee(  ng.  ^jj^m^  ^'"e  eaught  female  seals  in  milk  more  than  100 
miles  off  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

We  had  seven  boats,  and  a  stern  boat  and  three  men  to  a  boat.    Our 
hunters  used  shotguns,  and  were  good  hunters.    They  lost  a  good  many 


Waste  of  life. 


seals,  but  I  do  not  know  what  proportion  was  lost  to 


those  killed.    Some  of  the  hunters  would  lose  four  out 

every  six  killed.    We  tried  to  shoot  them  while  asleep,  but  shot  all  that 

I  di  riminate        Came  iu  our  Way.    If  we  killed  them  too  dead  a  great 

scrim  na  e.       uj^ny  would  siuk  before  we  could  get  them  and  were 

lost.    Sometimes  we  could  get  some  of  these  that  had  sunk  with  the 
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gaff  hook,  but  could   uot  save  uisiuy  that  way.     A  ;;o(kI  uiauy  are 
wounded  and  escape  only  to  die  afterwards. 

Hunters  talk  about  the  seals  increasing  from  year  to 
year,  but  1  know  they  are  decreasing,  and  if  they  keeji 
on  killing  them  the  way  they  do  now  there  will  not  be  any  left  in  a  few 
years. 

liiH 

Alfeudx  •>akdean. 

Ill  irk. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  the  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1H92. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  UtatcH  Consul. 
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Deposition  of  George  Dishoic,  sealer, 
PELAGIC  sealing. 


George  Dishow,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at  Vic- 
toria, British  Columbia;    am   by  occupation    a  seal  „  ,  .. 
hunter;  have  been  engaged  in  the  business  six  years.    "''®"™"''- 
Wps  on  the  THnmph,  Favorite,  Penelope,  two  seasons  on  the  Umbrina, 
and  one  season  on  the  American  schooner  Walter  Rich 
hunting  seal  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  Bering  Sea,  and  on  the  Kussian 
side  of  the  Bering  Sea.    First  fouml  and  taken  seal  ott" 
Cape  Flattery  in  January  and  followed  them  up  the  ^'K"""*""'' 
coast  into  Bering  Sea,  which  they  enter  about  June  20.    I  use  a  shot- 
gun exclusively  for  taking  seal.    Old  hunters  lose  but  very  few  seal, 
but  beginners  lose  a  great  many.    I  use  the  Parker     L^^go    proportion 
shotgun.    A  large  proportion  of  all  seals  taken  are  taken  feiuai«»  with 
females  with  pup.    A  very  few  yearlings  are  taken.  •"'''' 
Never  examine  them  as  to  sex.    But  very  few  old  bulls  are  taken,  but  five 
being  taken  out  of  a  total  of  900  seals  taken  by  my 
schooner.    Use  no  discrimination  in  killing  seal,  but  j^indiscriminate  kiu- 
shoot  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat  in  shape  of     *'" 
a  seal.    Hunters  shoot  seal  in  the  most  exposed  part  of  wat^rnoT^airv^ore 
the  body.    Have  never  known  any  pups  to  be  born  in  outHide  Piiwlof  lai- 
the  water,  nor  on  the  laud  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  any-  ""  "' 
where  outside  of  the  Pribilof  Islands.     Have  never  known  fur  seal  to 
haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere  on  the  coast  except  on 
the  Pribilof  Islands.    Slost  of  the  seals  taken  in  Ber-  iinni"up*'on  land  "x 
lug  Sea  are  females.    Have  taken  them  70  miles  from  {'Xis""  ^'■'''"''*^  ^'*' 
the  islands  that  were  full  of  milk.    I  think  a  closed 
season  should  beestablishedforbreeding  seal  from  Jan-  ^J^l^^"^  ''•"^°"  "*"• 
nary  1st  to  August  15th  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and 
Bering  Sea. 

George  Dishow. 
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Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  E.  M.  Orcvnlvaf,  sralvv  [master). 

PELAOIfl    SEALING. 

Province  of  Bkitish  Coh'mhia,  Vietoria,  ss: 

E.  M.  Gieenleaf,  beinjj  duly  sworn,  deixises  and  says:  I  liave resided 
in  Vietjuia,  liritisb  C(>lnnd)ia,  8in<*e  JS,S4.    My  oecu]»}i- 
ExiMTicnce.  tiou  is  tliat  of  a  seafaring-  man  and  have  a  eonnnis8i<ni 

as  master  mariner.    Was  shipping  agent  in  this  port 
In  1891  1  went  on  a  sealinj?  eruise  as  master  of  tli(» 
schooner  Mountain  Chief,  leaving  Victoria  on  May  12. 
I  went  to  the  month  of  San  Juan  Kiver,  on  the  coast 
of  Vancouver  Island,  o]>i)osite  Neah  Bay,  and  contin- 
ued sealing  along  up  the  coast  almost  as  far  north  as  Kodiak  Island. 
My  vessel  then  sprung  a  leak  and  I  was  compelled  to  return  to  this 
port,  which  I  reached  about  .July  1.    We  captured  G3 
.^"nant*^^"'"'**'  ""  8eals,all  of  which  were  females,  and  all  were  pregnant, 
i.regnan  .  With  regard  to  pregnancy  I  nuiy  note  that  the  seals 

taken  off  the  coast  of  Vancouver  Island  were  not  as  far  advanced  as 
those  taken  farther  north.  I  had  six  canoes,  with  Indian  hunters,  who 
used  both  spears  and  shotguns.  Indians  lose  a  less  number  of  the  seals 
shot  at  and  wounded  or  killed  than  white  hunters.  When  they  use 
spears  they  get  nearly  all  they  wound.  When  they  use 
shotguns  they  do  not  get  more  than  one  out  of  eight 
killed  or  wounded. 
I  was  interested  in  the  schooner  Sarah  W.  Runt  that  made  a  voyage 
from  New  York  to  the  South  Atlantic  in  1882-83,  leaving  in  September 
of  1882,  on  a  sealing  venture.  The  intention  was  to  visit  the  Georgian 
and  South  Shetland  Islands.  Since  then  I  have  been  interested  in  the 
sealing  business,  and  am  well  acquainted  with  it  and  the  men  engaged 
in  it  and  the  methods  they  employ.  I  am  acquainted  with  the  hunters 
and  masters  who  sail  from  this  port,  and  board  all  incoming  and  out- 
u  taken  off  ^^^^^  vcsscls  of  that  class.  Thcse  men  all  acknowl- 
Paciflcc^astpregnaut  edge  that  nearly  all  the  seals  taken  off  the  Pacilic 
females.  coast  are  females,  and  that  they  are  nearly  all  with 

young.  The  seals  are  found  oft'  the  coast  of  California  in  January  of 
each  year,  and  the  sealing  fleet  goes  along  with  them  as  they  proceed 
northward,  never  losing  track  of  them  and  Ashing  every 
ifo™1^"uS*auua^y^''''  S^d  ^^^y-  ^y  the  latter  part  of  June  fleet  and  seals 
have  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Aleutian  Island 
grasses.  Pregnancy  is  now  far  advanced  and  young  ones  taken  from 
their  dead  mother's  womb  have  lived  several  days  on  the  decks  of  the 
ships.  Those  that  I  caught  last  year — the  pups,  I  mean — were  thrown 
overboard. 

In  conversation  with  boat-steerers  and  boat-pullers  I  have  frequently 
heard  them  state  that  hunters  would  sometimes  Are  from  75  to  KK) 
shots  without  bringing  in  a  single  seal.  The  hunters  would  claim 
they  secured  nearly  all  they  flred  at  or  killed,  but  it  is  known  that  this 
is  not  true.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what  proportion  of  the  seals  flred 
at  are  killed  or  wounded,  but  taking  the  run  of  hunters,  good  and  poor, 
I  should  say  that  the  best  get  about  50  per  cent  of 
those  shot  at,  while  the  poorest  do  not  get  more  than 
one  out  of  flfteen  flred  at.  I  have  also  learned  by  con- 
versation with  Bering  Sea  hunters  that  they  kill  seal 
cows  20  to  200  miles  from  the  breeding  grounds  and  that 
these  cows  had  recently  given  birth  to  young.    I  have 
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observed  in  the  Hkiiis  that  the  size  of  the  ttJivts  shows  either  an  advanced 
state  of  prennacy  or  of  recent  delivery  of  young.  To  my  knowledge, 
and  from  (conversation  with  others,  I  can  state  posi-  Decrease 
tively  that  seals  have  decreased  rapidly  in  numbers  ott" 
the  Pacitic  coast  in  the  last  five  or  six  years.  A  scho(»ner  used  to 
secure  from  7(M>  to  1,4(M>  skins  for  a  spring  catch,  whereas  now,  with 
all  the  imjiroved  appliances  of  arms  and  vessels,  the  largest  catch  is 
less  than  TiOO. 

The  boat-steerer  is  supposed  to  be  the  most  intelligent  and  comjie- 
tent  man  on  the  boat,  as  he  has  charge  and  bears  the  same  relation  to 
the  boat  that  the  captain  does  to  a  vessel.  A  very 
large  number  of  shots  are  thrown  away.  In  the  case  ti.JJ^"**^  "^  anniiuiii. 
of  tlie  TluHtle,  in  her  voynge  of  181)1,  she  brought  in  but 
9  skins,  while  her  hunters  had  tired  away  260  pounds  of  shot.  She 
had  poor  hunters. 

E.  M.  GttEENLEAF. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  at  my  office  in  Victoria,  British 
Columbia,  this  20th  day  of  /  pril,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1892.  Wit- 
n«'ss  my  hand  and  seal  of  olttce. 

[L.  s.J  Levi  W.  Meyers, 

United  ditates  Consul  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia. 


I. 


Experience. 
^W«{,  1889. 


Deposition  of  Arthur  Griffin  (S'Saler),  boat  puller  and  stcerer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  British  Columbia,  ss: 

Arthur  Griffin,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age  is  24 
years,  and  am  by  occupation  a  seafaring  man  and  re- 
side at  Victoria,  British  Columbia.  On  February  11, 
1889,  I  sailed  from  Victoria,  as  a  boat-puller,  on  the 
sealing  schooner  J.nV?,  Buckman,  master.  She  carried 
six  hunting  boats  and  one  stern  boat,  and  had  a  white  crew,  who  use 
shotguns  and  rities  in  hunting  seals.  We  began  sealing  ott"  the  north- 
ern coast  of  California  and  followed  the  sealing  herd  northward,  cap- 
turing about  700  seals  in  the  North  Pacitic  Ocean,  two- 
thirds  of  which  were  females  with  pup ;  the  balance 
were  young  seals,  both  male  and  fenuile.  We  entered 
the  Bering  Sea  on  the  13th  July,  through  the  Unimak  Pass,  and  cap 
tured  between  900  and  1,000  seals  therein,  most  of 
which  were  females  in  milk.  We  returned  to  Victoria 
on  31st  of  August,  1889. 

On  .Tanuary  10,  1890, 1  sailed  from  Victoria  as  a  boat-steerer,  in  the 
schooner  ISia  Lion,  Magason,  master,  and  proceeded  to     .,    ^.     ,_„. 

,,  ,-  .  ,  "  /.'..     1  7  J.         *^  ,.  ..  Sea  Lion,  ISdO. 

ban  Francisco,  where  we  htted  out  lor  sealing;  trom 
there  a  month  later  we  went  sealing.    Our  vessel  carried  a  white  crew, 
tive  boats,  each  boat  manned  by  three  men.    We  captured  about  300 
seals  from  San  Francisco  to  Cape  Flattery,  by  the  use  of  shotguns  and 
riHes.    We  returned  to  Victoria  about  April  1. 

I  went  <mt  sealing  again  the  same  year  on  the  E.  B.  Marvin,  McKiel, 
master.    I  shipped  as  a  boat  steerer.    We  had  a  white 
crew  and  seven  boats,  and  used  shotguns  and  rities 
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prejHiant  wliilo  liuiitiii^  Hm'  s«'}\l8.    Wo  eaptiiicd  between  000 
and  1,0(M>  on  the  coast,  most  all  of  which  were  femah's 

femHC/""* '"'"''""  ^'*^*   1*"1>«-     ^^'e  enten'd  the  sea  on  July  12,  thnnigh 
Unaniak  I'ass,  and  captured  about  S(K)  seals  in  those 

waters,  about  90  per  cent  of  which  were  females  in  milk. 
A  good  hunter  will  often  lose  one-thiril  of  the  seals  he  kills.  A  poor 
hunter  will  lose  two-thirds  of  those  he  shoots.  On  an 
average,  hunters  will  lose  two  seals  out  of  three  of 
those  they  shoot.  Wo  cai)tured  females  in  milk  from 
20  to  100  miles  from  the  rookeries.  Seals  do  not  haul 
out  upon  the  land  along  the  coast,  nor  do  they  give 
birth  to  their  young  on  the  kelp.  We  seek  to  shoot 
the  seals  while  they  are  asleep  on  the  water,  because 
a  seal  shot  while  breeching  is  more  likely  to  be  lost. 
Seals  ought  not  to  be  killed  in  the  water  during  the 


WuHteofllfc. 

MilkiiigcowM  tnkvii 
20  to  KM)  nilltm  fniiii 
rookcrli'H. 


Do  not 

coast. 


haul  upon 


Not  bom  on  kolp. 

Prohibition    n«(ce 
sury. 


months  of  April,  May,  June,  July,  and  August. 


Arthur  Griffin. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this 
1892. 
[L.  S.] 


22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 

Levi  W.  Myers, 
United  States  Consul, 


Experience. 


Deposition  of  James  TTnrrison,  sealer  {boat  ptiller). 

p.^lagic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  British  Oobtmbia,  ss: 

James  Harrison,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at 
Victoria,  British  Columbia,  and  am  by  occupation  sea- 
faring man.    I  have  had  experience  in  the  seal-hunting 
business.    First  went  out  sealing  as  boat  puller  aloiig  the  Northern 
^  Paciftc  coast  about  the  26th  of  June,  1891 ;  sailed  from 

rmmp  ,  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  in  the  schooner  Triumph, 

Whidden,  master;  we  had  two  boats  and  one  stern  boat,  three  men 
with  each  boat;  we  commenced  sealing  right  off  the  coast;  went  as 
far  south  as  the  California  coast  and  then  hunted  north  to  the  west 
coast  of  Vancouver  Islands;  caught  500  skins  during 
the  season;  almost  all  of  them  were  pregnant  females; 
out  of  a  hundred  seals  taken  about  90  per  cent  would 
be  females  with  young  pups  in  them;  I  can't  tell 
female  while  in  the  water  at  a  distanee.  On  an 
I  think  the  hunters  will  save  about  one  out  of  three  that  they 
kill,  but  they  wound  many  more  that  escape  and  die 
afterwards.  We  entered  the  Bering  Sea  about  the  Ist 
of  June,  and  caught  about  200  seals  in  those  waters. 
They  were  mostly  mothers  that  had  given  birth  to  their 
young  and  were  around  the  fishing  banks  feeding.  The 
hunters  used  shotguns  and  rifles.  In  the  Bering  Sea  we  killed  both 
male  and  female,  but  I  do  not  know  the  proportion  of  one  to  the  other. 
I  returned  and  was  discharged  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  about  the 
last  of  August. 


Waste  of  life. 

Mostly  pregnant  fO' 
males. 

a  male  from 
average. 

Entered  Bering  Sea. 
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T  saih'd  a^iain  about  February  12,  18!)2,  in  the  same  veaael,  ami  the 
same  master;  we  carried  two  boats,  and  three  men  to  irium,h  iw 
<'a<!h  boat;  all  wliite  men  in  the  boats,  but  we  liad  six-  ""'"''  ' 
teen  Indian  canoes  with  two  Indians  in  each  canoe,  and  the  Indians 
use<l  shotguns,  but  did  not  capture  any  seals,  and  returned  to  Victoria, 
ilrilish  Columbia,  the  1st  of  April,  and  I  was  discharged  at  the  custom- 
house at  Victoria,  IJritish  ('olumbia. 

Seals  were  not  as  plentiful  along  the  coast  this  year  as  they  were  in 
1S!U.    I  think  tliat  for  the  proper  preservation  of  the     i,„j,.eaRe 
seals  all  pelagic  hunting  should  be  i)rohibited  until  the 
mother  seals  have  given  birth  to  their  young.  g^fy"''"''"""  ""**"■ 

.lAMES  IlAliRISON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1H92. 
[SEAL. I  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  mtaten  CohhiiI. 


Ordered  out  of  Ber- 
ing Sua. 


DeiiOHiUon  of  James  Haytcard,  sealer  (boat  steerer). 

pelagic  SEALING. 

Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Vidoria,  ss : 

James  Hayw^ard,  being  dulv    w<u'n,  deposes  and  says:  My  age  is  32 
years;  I  reside  at  Victoria,  Biicish  Columjia;  occupa-     j_,^^^ 
tiou,  seaman.    I  went  on  a  sealing  voyage  in  1H87  as      '^i"''"enco. 
boat  steerer  on  the  American  schconer  Vanderbilt,  Cjipt.  Myers,ma8ter. 
She  carried  six  boats,  and  white  hunters,  who  used  shot-      y   a  ri 
guns  and  rifles.    I  joined  her  here  with  live  others       ""  "'  "'^  *^- 
about  the  middle  of  May  and  sealed  along  the  cioast  to  Bering  Sea,  and 
entered  those  waters  in  the  fore  part  of  July  and  wns 
ordered   out   of  the    sea   by  a  revenue  cutter,  but 
kept  on  sealing  until  September,  and  then  returned  to 
Victoria,  British  Columbia.    Our  catch  that  year  was  2,000,  or  there- 
abouts. 

In  1888  I  went  in  the  American  schooner  Chas  D.  Wilson,  Turner, 
master,  as  boat  steerer,  hunting  otter  and  seals.  She 
carried  four  boats,  with  white  hunters,  and  they  used  "*"  "  '  *"*' 
shotguns  and  rifles.  Left  Victoria  the  13th  of  May  and  went  towards 
the  mouth  of  the  Colunibia  liiver  and  hunted  along  the  coast  to  Shu- 
magiu  Islands.  We  caught  over  100  otters  and  a  number  of  seals. 
We  did  not  go  into  the  Bering  Sea  that  year.  In  1889  I  did  not  go  out 
hunting.  In  1890  I  Avent  in  an  American  schooner  (I  can  not  give  her 
name)  as  boat  steerer.  She  carried  five  boats  and  had  white  hunters, 
who  used  both  shotguns  and  rifles.  Sailed  from  Victoria  the  latter 
part  of  April,  and  went  over  on  the  Kussian  side  of  Bering  Sea  and 
sealed  in  those  waters  and  caught  almost  1,800  seals  that  season,  a  part 
of  which  we  caught  along  the  coast  before  we  went  into  Bering  Sea. 

In  1891  I  went  as  boat  steerer  in  the  American  schooner  City  of  San 
i)j>«7o,  George  Weston,  master.    She  carried  Ave  boats, 
Jind  Avhite  hunters,  who  used  shotguns  and  rifles.    We  jg^"''  "■f  *""  ^^o"' 
left  Victoria  in  Apn'  and  went  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  River,  but  fished  only  oue  day  aud  caught  only  one  seaL 
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We  then  went  directly  north  of  Sitka  and  conimenoed  sealing  off  that 
coast,  and  were  warned  not  to  go  into  the  American 

Into  i™i?iK's*a*"  ^"  P**'^  ^*  Boring  Sea,  and  then  went  over  to  the  Kiissian 
side,  near  the  Copper  Island.    I  was  under  monthly 

pay,  and  did  not  keep  track  of  the  number  of  seals  killed  and  csip- 

tured. 
Most  of  the  sepls  killed  on  the  coast  are  pregnant  females,  while 
those  we  killed  in  the  Bering  Sea  after  the  Ist  of  July 
were  females  that  had  given  birth  to  their  young  on 
the  seal  islands  and  come  out  into  the  sea  to  feed. 
Have  caught  them  150  miles  off  from  the  shore  of  the 
seal  islands,  and  have  skinned  them  when  their  breasts 
were  full  of  milk.  Seals  travel  very  fast  and  go  a  long 
I  do  not  think  we  got  over  one-half  that  we  killed  and 

wounded.    Have  seen  six  out  of  seven  killed  sink  and  were  lost  before 

Ave  could  get  to  them.    This  happened  last  year  in  a  boat  I  was  in.    I 

jj^^j.^  think  the  sefils  are  not  near  as  plenty  as  a  few  years 

ago,  and  they  are  much  more  shy  and  harder  to  catch 

now  than  they  were  when  I  first  went  out  sealing.    I  think  this  is 

caused  by  hunting  them  so  much  with  guns. 

James  Hayward. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23d  djiy  of  April.  A.  D 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  iitotes  Comul. 


Waste  of  life. 

Mostly  prrgnant  or 
milking  cows. 


Females  feeding. 

way  to  feed. 


Deposition  of  Victor  Jaekohson,  sealer  (master). 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 


Victor  Jacobson,  being  duly 
years  of  ag< 
at  Victoria, 


Experience. 


sworn,  deposes   and  says:    I  am  31 

by  occui)ation  a  seal-hunter.    I  reside 

British  Columbia.    I  am  a  British  sub- 


ject. Have  been  engaged  in  sealing  for  eleven  years,  ten  years  as 
master.  Am  now  master  and  owner  of  schooner  Mary  EUen  and  owner 
_  ,-^,  of  schooner  Minnie.  I  have  sealed  from  Columbia 
^^arj/  man  m-  jjivev  aloiig  the  coast,  uorth  and  west,to  the  Aleutian 
Islands,  passages,  and  in  Bering  Sea.  The  female 
seals  go  through  the  passes  from  the  Pacific  Ocean  into 
Bering  Sea  between  June  25th  and  July  15th.  Females 
killed  previous  to  this  time  I  found  with  pups,  but  none  with  pups  after 
that  latter  date.  I  have  killed  female  seals  with  milk 
200  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Islands.  I  think  of  the 
seals  taken  by  me  that  three  in  five  are  females,  and 
nearly  all  with  pup.  Seals  are  diminishing  along  the 
coast,  and  unless  pelagic  sealing  is  stopped  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean  the  seal  will  become  exterminated.  In  order  to  prevent 
the  entire  extermination  of  the  fur-seal,  I  think  all  pelagic  seaUng  in 
Prohibition  in  Pac!  *^**^  Pacific  Ocean  on  the  (ioast  of  the  United  States, 
lie  and  close  season  in  British  Columbia,  aiid  Alaska,  should  be  stopped;  also 
Bering  Sea  necessary.  ^^^  Bering  Sca  uiitil  the  femalcs  have  brought  forth 
their  young,  about  the  15th  of  July,  after  which  all  vessels  should  be 
allowed  to  enter  Bering  Sea  and  take  seals  without  restraint  any  place 
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outside  of  the  legal  Jiiristliction  of  the  Uuitetl  States.    I  have  nov(!r 

known  fur-seal  to  haul  out  upon  any  pai*t  of  the  coast 

of  the  United  States,  British   Columbia,  or  Alaska,  ig^ual"''""'-^' ""*'"' 

except  the  Pribilof  Islauds.    All  parts  of  the  coast 

have  been  visited  by  the  seal-hunters,  and  if  seal  hauled  oiit  any  place 

it  would  have  been  known  by  the  hunters.     I  have 

never  known  the  fur-seal  to  give  birth  to  their  young 

in  the  water. 

Victor  Jackobson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  June,  1892. 
[seal]  C.  L.  HoorEK, 

Notary  rnblic,  District  of  Alaska. 


Not  born  in  wator. 


DeposHion  of  James  Jamieson,  sealer  (boat-ptiUer  and  mate). 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 


Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria,  ss : 

James  Janiieson,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   I  am  23 
years  old,  and  am  by  occupation  a  seaman;  I  reside  at     Exporienco. 
Victoria,  British  Columbia.  In  March,  1887, 1  joined  the      „ 
British  sealing  schooner  Mary  Taylor,  McKiel,  master,     ^""^  ^''^''"■'  '^^^■ 
at  Victoria,  British  Columbia.    We  went  on  a  cruise  for  seal;  1  was  a 
boat-puller.    She  carried  ttve  sealing  boats,  manned  with  three  white 
men  each.    There  were  three  Indians  with  us  part  of  the  season.    We 
used  breech-h)ading  shotguns  and  Winchester  rifles.    We  began  to 
seal  when  about  2()  miles  oft"  Cape  Flattery.    We  worked  toward  the 
northwest  and  cai)tured  between  00  and  100  seals   on  the   coast, 
about  two-thirds  of  which  were  females,  with  imp;  the 
balance  were  yearlings  consisting  of  male  and  female;  pregnant  females.'^''* 
after  which  we  ran  into  Barclay  Sound  for  supplies, 
from  which  place  we  worked  to  the  northward  toward  the  Bering  Sea. 
We  captured  about  80  seals  while  en  route  to  the  sea;  about  two-thirds 
of  these  were  females,  with  pup,  the  balance  being  yearlings  about 
one-half  male  and  one-half  female. 

In  the  latter  part  of  January  we  entered  the  Bering  Sea  through  the 
Unamak  Pass,  and  commenced  sealing  there.  We 
captured  about  800  seals  at  a  distance  from  the  rook- 
eries ou  the  Pribilof  Islauds  of  from  20  miles  to  200 
miles;  about  three-fourths  of  the  catch  in  the  seai  was 
female  seals  in  milk,  the  balance  consisting  of  year- 
lings and  male  seals.  We  returned  to  Victoria,  British 
Columbia,  8<Mne  time  in  August. 

In  January,  1888,  I  Joined  the  Mountain  Chief  Jacobson,  master,  at 
Victoria,  British  Columbia.     I  was  mate  on  this  vessel. 
She  carried  ten  canoes,  each  manned  by  two  Indians,   ig^H.""""'"  ^'''"'•^« 
who  used  spears  while  hunting  the  seal.    We  began 
sealing  along  the  coast,  ami  cai)tured  Jibcmt  8.5  s«^als,  aft<^r  whi^'h  we 
sailed  into  Barclay  Scmnd,  when  I  left  the  Monntain  Chief  ami  Joined 
the  (irennan  schooner  Allele  as  a  cook.     Hanson  was 
captain  of  tlu^  J f/e^t'.     We  luoceeded  ui>  the  coast  and      ' '"' 
took  on  sixteen  Indian  sealers  and  eight  canoes.    We  then  sealed 
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along  the  coast  toward  the  sea,  capturing  about  100  seahs  en  route. 


In  the  lattt^r  part  of  June,  we  entered  the  Bering  Sea., 

and  i^roceeded  to  take  seals  in  those  waters.    Ca])ture<l 

the  sea.    We  arrived  bac^k  to  Victoria  on  the  22d  of 


In  Bering  Sea. 

about  700  ill 
Se[)teinber. 
In  January,  18S9,  I  shii)i)ed  as  a  boat-steerer  on  the  British  sealing 
schooner  Theresa,  Lawrence,  master.     She  carrie<l  six 
"^"'"*'  boats,  including  the  stern  boat.    Our  crew  and  hunters 

were  white  men,  aiul  were  equipped  with  Winchester  rifles  and  breech- 
loading  shotguns,  with  which  to  capture  seals.    We  began  sealing  off 
the  Columbia  River,  and  then  wcu-ked  up  along  the  coast  capturing 
about  ^^80  seals  before  entering  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  in  April. 
In  January,  1890,  I  shipped  as  a  boat-steerer  on  the  sealing  schooner 
Moliic  Adams,  McKeil  master.  She  carried  six  boats  and 
Moiiie  Adams,  1890.  ^  ^^.j^j^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  shotguus  and  riflcs.    We  sailed 

as  far  south  as  Cape  Mendocino,  when  we  met  the  herd  and  proceeded 
to  take  them,  up  along  the  coast,  capturing  about  400  seals,  and  then 
returned  to  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  where  we  fitted  out  for  the  west 
coast  and  the  Bering  Sea.  About  the  last  of  April  I  again  sailed  on 
a  cniise  for  seals  on  the  same  vessel,  having  the  same  crew.  Sealed  up 
along  the  coast  to  Northeast  harbor,  capturing  000  skins,  which  we 

transferred  to  the  American  steamer  Misehief  and  ship- 
toThrSiV.""^"  ped  to  Victoria,  British  Columbia.    We  then  sailed 

through  the  Unamak  Pass  into  the  Bering  Sea,  when 
In  Bering  Sea.         we  at  oncc  began  taking  scals.    Captured  1,000  seals 
in  that  sea,  and  after  remaining  in  those  waters  for  about  two  months 
we  set  sail  for  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  on  the  1st  day  of  Septem- 
ber, and  arrived  at  Victoria  on  the  21st  of  the  s.ame  month. 
In  J  anuary,  1891, 1  shipped  as  a  seaman  on  the  British  sealing  schooner 

Mascot,  Lawrence,  master,  for  a  cruise  for  seals  on  the 

west  coast.  Our  vessel  carried  one  stern  boat  manned 
by  white  men,  and  eight  canoes,  with  two  Indians  to  each  canoe.  We 
began  sealing  off  Barclay  Sound  and  caught  three  skins  only,  all  of 
which  were  females  with  pup.    We  thenran  into  Clayquot  Sound,  when 

I  left  the  Mascot  and  joined  the  British  schooner  Ven- 
Venture,  1891.  ^^^^.^^  Smith,  luastcr.    I  shipped  as  a  seaman  and  hunter 

on  the  British  schooner  Venture.  She  carried  an  Indian  crew  and  six 
canoes.  The  Indians  used  spears,  and  breech-loading  shotguns  while 
hunting  the  seals.  After  securing  our  Indian  hunters  we  went  to 
the  Bering  Sea,  and   proceeded  along  the  coast.    We  cajitured  60 


Mascot,  1891. 


In  Bering  Sea. 


seals. 


Ordered  out  of  Bor- 
ing Sen. 

JUinnie,  Tyson,  1892. 


skins.  We  entered  the  sea  through  the  Unamak  Pass 
in  the  latter  part  of  June,  and  commenced  to  catch 
We  captured  610  skins  while  in  the  sea.  In  the  latter  part  of 
July  we  were  ordered  out  of  the  sea  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
Thetis.  We  returned  to  Victoria.  In  February,  1892, 
I  Joined  the  British  sealing  schooner  Minnie,  Tyson, 
master,  at  Dodge's  Cove,  in  Barclay  Sound,  t  shipped 
as  cook.  The  Minnie  was  equipped  with  three  sealing  boats,  all  manned 
'  'th  white  men.  We  caught  five  seals  along  the  coast.  We  then  re- 
turned to  Victoria,  B.  C,  about  the  20th  of  April. 

In  hunting  along  the  coast,  I  think  about  80  per  cent 
nioi'tiy  preg^nt.*^*^"*  ^^  tliosc  wc  caught  wcrc  femalcs,  and  most  of  thcni 
were  carrying  their  young.  We  scld«)m  caught  any  old 
bulls,  but  caught  a  few  of  the  y«uinger  males.  I  have  seen  the  unborn 
young  cut  out  of  the  mother  seal  ami  live  for  a  week  without  food. 
We  used  to  skin  some  but  threw  most  of  them  overboard. 
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Nearly  our  whole  catch  in  the  Bering  Sea,  after  the 
first  of  July,  each  year  were  females,  and  nearly  all  of 
them  in  milk,  and  had  evidently  given  birth  to  their 
young  but  a  short  time  before.  The  milk  would  run 
out  on  the  deck  as  we  skinned  them.  The  Indian  hunters  with  spears 
would  not  wound  or  lose  but  very  few  seals  that  they  struck,  but  the 
ordinary  ^  hite  hunter  will,  on  an  average,  lose  over 
half  that  he  kills  and  wounds.  We  try  to  take  the  seals 
when  asleep  on  the  waters,  but  the  hunters  are  usually 
paid  a  certain  sum  for  each  seal  takcm  and  they  try  to 
kill  everthing  without  reference  to  age,  sex,  or  condi- 
tion. 

I  do  not  think  that  they  haul  up  on  the  land  on  the 
coast  and  I  have   never  known  of  anyone  taking  a 
young  seal  on  the  ccMist  that  was  born  that  year,  nor 
do  we  catch  any  <'ow  seals  on  the  coast  that  have  given  birth  to  their 
young  that  year. 

James  Jamieson. 

Subscribtnl  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23d  dav  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 


Catch  ill  licriiis  Sea 
iniiHtly  milkiu);  cowh. 

SiuM'OHS  of  Iiuliaiis 
with  H])ear. 


White  hunter  h)8C8 
one-half. 


Indiscriniinato  kill- 
ing. 


Do  not  haul  up  on 
coast. 


Deposition  of  J.  Johnson,  sealer  {sailing  master). 

PELAGIC  sealing. 


Experience. 


Han  Diego. 
Penelope. 
Ada. 
Kosooe. 


shot 


J.  Johnson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  reside  on  Doug 
las  Island,  Alaska.    I  have  spent  six  years  of  my  life 
sealing.     I  have  been  sailing-master  of  the  schooner 
Han  Diego,  the  Penelope  of  Victoria,  the  Ada  under 
the  German  Hag,  the  lio-scoe  of  San  Francisco.    Have 
been  either  master,  mate,  or  hunter  on  all  these  ves- 
sels.   Have  first  struck  the  seal  ott"  the  California  coast 
below  San  Francisco  in  January,  and  followed  the  seal 
to  Bering  Sea,  which  we  entered   about  July  Kith. 
Have  always  used  a  shotgun  for  taking  seal.    About  40  ])er  cent 
with  shotgun  are  lost.      When  the  rifie    is  used,  a  larger  per  cent 
is  lost.    A  large  majority  of  the  seal  taken  on  the 
coast  are  cows  with  pup.    A  few  young  nmles  are  taken,  ,„,^Xs"**  i'"'''"'"'' 
the  ages  ranging  from  1  to  5  years.    Once  in  a  while 
an  old  bull  is  taken  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean.    I  use  no  discrimina- 
tion in  killing  seal,  but  kill  everything  that  comes  near 
the  boat  in  shape  of  a  seal.    Always  shoot  seal  in  the 
back  of  the  head  if  possible.    Sometimes  seal  are  shot 
in  the  slumlders  and  wound  them ;  then  they  can  not  get  away.    I  never 
have  seen  a  pup  born  in  the  water,  nor  have  I  ever 
seen  one  born  on  shore  outside  of  the  l'ribih)f  Islan<ls. 
Never  knew  any  seal  to  liaul  up  on  the  land  on  the  c^oast  elsewhere 
than  on  the  I'ribilof  Islands.    The  majority  of  seals  killed  in  Bering 
Sea  are  females.     I  have  killed  female  seals  75  miles     jr   „.     fg 
from  the  islands  that  were  full  of  milk.    If  hunting  killed""*^ 
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is  not  stoppwl  on  the  islands  in  Bering  Sea  and  the 
North  Pacittc  Ocean  the  seal  must  become  externii- 

J.  Johnson. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  1.S92. 

A.  W.  Lavknder, 
United  iStutefi  Treasury  Agent. 


Deposition  of  Francis  Robert  King- Hall,  journalist. 

pelagic  sealing. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss: 

Francis  Robert  King-Uall,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
pj^     .    ,  a  subject  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty,  late  of  the  Eleventh 

.xpcrie^v^o.  Hussars,  a  son  of  Sir  William  King-Hall,  K.  O.   B., 

admiral  in  the  British  navy.  I  am  35  years  of  age,  a  journalist  by 
profession,  residing  in  New  York  City.  In  1891,  as  a  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  Herald,  I  was  <letailed  to  investigate  into  the  meth- 
ods of  pelagic  sealing.  I  proceeded  to  Victoria,  arriving  about  the 
■  25th  of  June,  and  procured  passage  on  board  the  seal- 

ing schooner  Otto,  85  tons  burden,  Lunenburg,  Nova 
Scotia.    Her  managing  owner  was  Walter  Borns,  of  Victoria,  British 
Columbia,  and  her  captain  was  John  Riley,  a  British  subject,  who  had 
had  several  years  experience  in  pelagic  sealing,  having  entered  Bering 
Sea  as  long  ago  as  1883,  as  mate  of  the  schooner  Favor- 
""""  *■  ite.    On  July  2nd  we  left  Victoria,  the  crew  consisting 

of  I  he  captain,  mate,  4  haiuls  before  the  mast,  a  cook,  and  a  Patago- 
uian  boy,  it  being  the  intention  of  the  captain  to  pick  up  Indian  hunt- 
ers on  our  way  out.  The  Otto  had  no  difficulty  in  get- 
the 'S?™'"^* '"'^"^  "'^  ting  her  clearaiice  papers  for  hunting  in  Bering  Sea, 
although  the  Queen's  order  in  council  had  been  pro- 
nuilgated,  and  Lieut.  Hadley,  of  H.  M.  8.  Pheasant,  informed  me,  when 
I  met  him  in  Bering  Sea,  that  he  had,  by  orders  of  Commander  Tur- 
ner, requested  Collector  Milne,  of  tlie  port  of  Victoria,  to  warn  the  Otto 
and  not  to  give  her  clearance  papers  for  hunting  in  Bering  Sea. 

We  had  much  difficulty  in  getting  Indian  hunters,  putting  in  at  sev- 
eral villages  along  the  Vancouver  coast.  Most  of  the  hunters  were 
absent,  having  been  employed  previous  to  our  arrival.  At  the  village 
of  Hesquiat  I  met  Father  Brabant,  a  Belgian  priest,  who  had  lived  for 
twenty-seven  years  among  the  Indians  of  the  west 
coast.  •  Through  him  I  obtained  the  Indian  view  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  Alaskan  seal  herd.  I  ftmnd 
that  by  the  use  of  the  spear  very  few  seals  were  lost,  and  that  the  In- 
ijstv  ot  Hicarnis  pro  '^^'^^^^^  of  Vaucouvcr  had  at  one  time  a  law  among  them- 
iiii)i(»<a  by  i  ml  ill  II 8  sclvcs  prohibiting  the  use  of  guns  in  taking  seals.  He 
UIU0.1K  f h,ra8oive8.      j,jgy  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^j,^^  j,jg  ^^^^.^  knowledge  that  the  Uchuck- 

elset  Indians  had  a  few  years  ago  caught  off  the  coast  1,600  seals  in  a 
season,  and  that  now  they  could  catch  hardly  .any;  that  the  white  men's 
guns  were  not  only  destroying  the  seals  but  driving  them  further  from 
the  coast.  At  every  village  (and  we  stop])ed  at  over  nine  on  Vancou- 
ver Island)  I  interrogated  the  Indians  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  au«l 
they  all  agreed  there  A\'ere  very  few  seals  now  compared 
with  the  great  numbers  whi«;h  were  found  formerly, 
and  that  this  decrease  began  live  or  six  seasons  ago.    We  finally  picked 
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(.'»t('li  in  till'  iti'ii. 


up  two  Tnrlian  hiintors  and  two  canoes,  besiilcs  which  we  had  a  scaling 
Ijoat  and  two  other  ordinary  boats.  On  Tliursday,  July  30th,  Ave  left 
Vancouver  Island,  making  toward  Bering  Sea  by  way  of  the  Fair- 
weatlier  Ground  and  I'ortlock  Bank,  whicli  are  the  late  spring  sealing 
grounds.  The  first  seal  siglited  was  iVugust  4th,  longitu<le  I3ii^  32'  west, 
latitude  52°  46'  north. 

During  the  days  foUowing  August  4th,  the  canoes  were  lowere<l,  but 
their  search  for  seals  was  fi-uitlcss.  On  August  14th,  before  tiiitering 
Bering  Sea,  a  seal  was  si)cared  by  the  Indians  oft"  Marniont  Island, 
which  was  bearing  NW.  \  W.  3')  miles.  We  entcre<l  the  sea  at  (5:30 
i).  m.  on  the  22d  day  of  July  [August!  and  at  1)  0%'lock      „  .     , 

1,        ,.  i,         .  .  i.  ii      i  1   •      ji         1.  KiitcrtMl    sen    July 

the  tollownig  morning  we  got  our  first  seal  in  the  Ber-  22,  inai. 
ing.  It  was  shot  by  one  of  the  white  men  in  a  boat. 
We  were  at  this  time  about  25  miles  west  by  north  of 
Northwest  Cape  on  Unimak  l*ass.  On  the  same  day  4  other  seals  wei-e 
shot,  and  3  not  recovered.  Two  sank,  and  the  other  escaped  ba<lly 
w<mnded  The  following  day  the  ca])tain  shot  2,  losing  1,  and  the 
other  boat  brought  1  seal  on  board.  On  the  2i>th  of  August  we  were 
125  miles  s<mtheast  of  St.  (leorge  Island.  The  Indian  hunters  were 
<mt  all  day,  and  brought  in  3  seals,  the  white  hunters  getting  none. 
The  cai)tain  inftuined  me  that  day  that  the  i)revious  year  he  had  taken 
in  this  locality  148  seals  in  one  day,  and  that  oiui  of  his  hunters  got  3)S 
and  lost  40,  which  he  shot.  Tlie  next  day  the  two  boats  and  canoes  were 
out,  and  the  cai)tain  brought  back  1,  but  had  shot  and  lost  6  others, 
1  of  which  sank.  The  other  boat  reported  that  they  shot  7,  but  all 
sank  before  they  could  get  them,  the  water  being  so  colored  with  blood 
that  it  was  impossible  to  see  the  bodies  sutticiently  to  recover  them 
with  the  gaft'.  The  two  Indians  brought  back  10  seals,  all  speared. 
Out  of  the  number  taken  on  board  4  were  full  of  milk.  On  the  27th 
the  Indians  Immght  in  2  seals,  and  the  cai»tain  1,  which  weie  all  they 
had  seen.  On  the  29th  17  seals  were  taken;  the  cai)taiii  got  3,  having 
lost  4,  killed  or  wounded.  The  other  boat  brought  in  3,  having  lost  2, 
and  the  cook  shot  1  from  the  schooner's  <leck.  Out  of  these,  7  were 
females,  which  covered  the  decks  with  milk  while  they  were  being 
skinned. 

On  August  30th,  the  two  boats  got  3  seals,  and  both  reported  hav- 
ing hit  and  lost  several  others,  but  they  were  unable  to  tell  how  many. 
The  following  day  we  si)oke  the  British  schooner  Osvar     ,,  ,  „  ,^. 

J    Ti    jj-  1    1  1  •  t^       i.    i^    It.    I  II  Onear  and,   Ualtie, 

and  Hattie,  and  her  skipper,  Capt.  (rait,  boarded  us  isoi. 

and  remained  to  dinner.    In  a  conversation  I  ha<l  with 

him  he  states  that  his  season's  catch  was  l,r)10  skins.     scnBon'B  catch. 

That  on  the  proclamation  forbidding  the  taking  of  seals 

in  Bering  Sea  becoming  known,  the  schooners  which  had  escaped  being 

warned  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Thetin  at  Alitak  Bay  at  once  made  for  the  Prib- 

ilof  Islands,  to  catch  all  they  could  before  receiving  the  ofticial  warning. 

Tliis  statement  accounts  for  so  many  vessels  having  bi^en  warned  near 

the  islands  which  previims  to  the  modm  rirandi  being  <leclared  they 

had  refrained  from  approaching,  because  they  feared  being  seized. 

The  same,  day,  after  a  (!hase  of  an  hour,  we  were  seized 

by  the  U.  S.  S.  Mohican.    The  total  catch  of  seals  at 

tlie  time  of  seizure  was  48,  and  at  least  20  were  females,  the  majority 

of  which  were  in  milk.     All  the  seals  were  taken  from  120  to  180  miles 

from  St.  Ge(«ge  Islaiul.    I  am  ccmvinced  that  tat  the 

very  least  white  hunters  lose  oO  per  cent  of  the  seals 

they  hit,  and  pn  jably  the  majority  of  those  wounded  will  ultimately 

die.    All  killing  of  seals  in  the  water  must  of  necessity  be  indiscriminate 


Sfized. 


WnsteofliCe. 


!-*"^ 


I'  ) 


" 


334 


TESTIMONY 


Protection. 


Mlaiighter,  as  it  in  inipossll)!*"!  to  tell  the  sex  or  the  exact  age  of  a  seal 
until  it  has  been  taken  into  the  boat,  whereas  on  land  careful  discrimi- 
nation can  be  made. 
Granting  that  open-sea  seal  hunting  is  to  be  allowed,  the  use  of  the 
gun  should  be  absolutely  jjrohibited,  and  a  close  time 
established  which  should  extend  fn>m  the  beginning  of 
the  year  until  all  gestation  is  finished.  Further  to  i>rotect  the  nursing 
female  seals,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ])rohibit  sealing  within  a  /.ouv  ex- 
tending at  the  very  least  100  miles  from  the  rookeries,  in  order  that 
the  fenuiles  may  be  unmolested  while  feeding,  and  even  under  such  re- 
strictions there  is  no  doubt  many  pui)s  would  die  of  starvation  through 
the  death  of  their  mothers,  whicli  would  be  killed  (mtside  the  protected 
zone.  This  method  of  protection  I  suggested  to  several  owners  and 
captains  of  the  sealing  vessels  at  Victoria,  who  all  approved  of  the 
plan,  naturally,  to  a  certain  extent,  from  selfish  reasons.  In  my  own 
opinion,  however,  the  nu)st  i)erfect  method  of  ])rotecting  the  Alaska 
seal  is  to  kill  only  the  y«mng  bachelors,  and  as  this  discrimination  can 
be  made  on  shore  alone,  it  naturally  restricts  all  killing  to  the  Pribilof 
Islands. 

Feancis  K.  King-IIall. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  tlie 
District  of  Columbia,  this  2r»th  day  of  July,  18!)2, 
[seal]  Sevellon  a.  Bkown. 

The  above  statement  is  n  ade  by  me  on  oath  without  regard  to  any 
international  question,  as  I  regard  both  the  Canadian  and  American 
pelagic  sealers  equally  destructive  of  the  seals. 

Fkancis  E.  King-IIall. 

July  25th,  1892. 


Deposition  of  Andrew  Laing,  trader  and  sealer  (mate). 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 


I  c  : 


\       [■ 


Experience. 

W.P.Sayward.lS»2 
1890,  except  1888. 

Favorite,  1888. 


Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria,  ss : 

Andrew  Laing,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  42  years  of 
age:  residence,  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  occupation, 
trader.  I  went  out  as  trader  on  the  W.  P.  Sayicard, 
of  which  I  was  part  owner,  in  the  vears  of  1882,  1883, 
1884,  1885,  1880,  1887,  1880,  and  1800  In  1888  I  went 
as  mate  on  the  Favorite,  my  boat  having  been  seized 
the  year  before  by  the  revenue  cutter  Kiish,  but  was  finally  released, 
80  "at  I  went  in' her  again  in  1889  and  1890.  My  vessel  carried  In- 
dian hunters  in  all  her  trips  previous  to  this  year  (1892) 
w«>«p-  and  they  used  canoes  and  spears  in  hunting  seals  ex- 
clusively. Prior  to  1880  I  nor  my  vessel  had  ever  been 
in  the  Bering  Sea  hunting,  but  had  cruised  along  the  coast  each  year 
from  the  Columbia  Eiver  to  Kodiak  Islaiul,  and  then  returned  to  Vic- 
toria and  had  caaght  seals  in  greater  or  less  numbers  each  year;  but  in 
1886  and  each  year  thereafter,  excei)ting  1891, 1  have  not  only  sealed 
on  the  coast  but  have  also  been  in  the  Bering  Sea  hunting  seals. 
My  vessel  went  to  the  Bering  Sea  in  1891,  but  I  did  not  go  with 
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Tlie  W.  p.  Sayvard 
in  UuriiiK  Sea  in  18U1. 


TiniK    ()f 
Kui'iuf;  Sea. 


entering 


Hunt  in  KoriiiK  S<'n 
from  50  to  150  niili'H 
from  tli(>  islantlH. 


her.  The  year  I  was  on  the  Favorite  slie  carried  In- 
ilian  hunters  also,  who  used  spears.  It  is  now  the 
practicie  to  hnnt  alonj^'  the  coast  early  in  the  season 
from  the  Cohiinbia  Kiver  to  the  Berinj;  Sea,  and  enter 
those  waters  the  tore  part  of  .Inly.  Indian  hunters  will 
not  stay  ont  over  ten  days  at  a  time  when  we  are  on 
the  coast,  so  we  have  to  come  in  and  out  quite  often.  This  year  I 
have  changed  my  crew  to  white  hunters,  who  nse  shotgnns  ajnl  ritles. 
When  in  Bering  Sea  we  are  usually  from  50  to  150 
miles  from  the  I'ribiltjf  Islaiuls.  I  did  not  pay  any 
particular  attention  to  the  sex  of  the  seals  we  caught 
on  the  coast  or  in  the  sea  any  further  than  we  got  a 
number  of  the  yearlings  and  2-year-olds  on  the  coast,  and  that  1  have 
seen  young  live  pups  cut  out  of  their  «lead  mothers  ami  they  would 
walk  around  on  deck  and  bleat  for  three  or  four  days,  and  then  die  of 
starvation.  In  the  Bering  Sea  I  have  noticed  that  in 
skinning  seals  milk  would  run  out  of  the  teats  of  fe- 
males who  had  given  birth  recently  to  their  young  on 
the  islands.  I  have  caught  this  class  of  females  from 
75  to  100  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

,  I  know  of  no  place  along  the  eastern  coast  where  fur-seals  haul  out 
on  land,  and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  cmtside  of  the 
Pribilof  Islands.  Fur-seals  do  not  give  birth  to  their 
young  in  the  water,  neither  will  the  pup  seal  live  if 
born  in  the  water.  I  can  not  say  as  to  seals  ai)pearing 
ofi'  the  coast  in  less  numbers  each  year,  but  I  think 
some  arrangement  should  be  made  for  their  protection 
by  a  closed  season  during  the  time  they  are  carrying 
and  nursing  their  young. 

Andrew  Laing. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[L.  s.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 
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Deposition  of  Robert  IT.  McMamis,  nenspnper  correspondent. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 


The  undersigned,  Robert  H.  McManus,  of  the  city  of  Victoria,  Prov- 
ince of  British  Columbia,  Dominion  of  Canada,  being  ^^  ,eriencc 
duly  sworn,  saith :  I  am  about  49  years  of  age,  and  ^^i'*'"*^"'^^- 
have  for  some  years  ]>ast  followed  the  calling  of  newspaper  corre- 
spondent and  writer,  in  1889,  at  the  time  the  British  sealing  schooners 
were  seized  in  the  Bering  Sea  by  the  United  States  revenue  cutters,  I 
devoted  some  attention  to  tlie  seaUng  industry.  Being  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Walter  Borns,  through  his  being  a  boarder  in  my  family, 
and  who  is  largely  identified  with  the  sealing  industry,  I  was  by  him 
earnestly  solicited  to  accompany  him  on  a  scaling  cruise  on  board  his 
schooner  Otto  last  season.  Some  time  previously  I  had  a  severe  attack 
of  rheumatic  gout,  and  was  at  the  time  of  solicitation  by  Mr.  Beans 
partially  convalescent.  I  was  advised  that  the  voyage  would  tend 
towards  the  recovery  of  my  health  and  the  inducement  of  an  opportunity 
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t4»  gain  by  i)eiHoiiiil  observation  all  that  could  be  learned  of  the  soal- 
hiuiting  question,  which  I  wonld  be  enabled  to  turn  to  pecuniary  ac- 
count as  a  newspaper  correspondent,  determined  my  acceptance  of  the 
proposal,  althongli  the  pecuniary  <»ftev  of  Mr.  Borns  was  merely  trivial. 
I  was  very  weak  and  feeble,  an«l  had  to  be  assiste*!  on  board  the  ves- 
sel. Mr.  F.  King  Hall,  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald,  was, 
with  my  consent,  taken  on  board  as  a  passenger. 
The  Otto  cleared  from  the  Victoria  custom-house  on  the  2'M  June, 
jggj  1891,  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  exi)erienced  in  o!>tain- 

ing  a  crew  of  Indian  hunters,  di«l  not  sail  from  the 
harbor  till  the  2d  July,  and  then  without  any  Indians;  and  set  sail 
finally  for  the  west  coast,  Vancouver  Island,  on  the  5th  July.  At  the 
last  moment  the  owner,  Mr.  Boms,  was  jirevcnted  by  sonu^  business 
engagement  from  accompanying  the  vessel,  and  before  leaving  requested 
me  to  "  keep  my  eye  opened  "  about  his  interests. 

We  set  sail  for  the  Bering  Sea  from  the  northwest  coast  of  Vancouver 
Island  on  Thursday,  the  3()th  July  last.  When  oft'  the  coast  of  Queen 
Charlotte  Islands,  some  seals  weie  observed,  Avhich  the  captain  informed 
me  were  fur-seals;  the  one  seen  by  me  belonged  to  tlie  hair-seal  species, 
as  I  knew  by  the  bronze  color  as  it  floated  past  the  vessel.  It  is  said 
that  the  fur-seals  have  some  undiscovered  breeding  grounds  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Islands  group;  again,  that  the  fur-seals 
bring  forth  and  rear  their  young  on  the  large  floating  beds  of  kelp 
found  in  those  waters;  another  theory  is  that  the  seals  migrate  in  the 
spring  from  the  coast  of  California  to  the  Bering  Sea  in  herds,  each 
herd,  like  the  bees,  having  a  recognized  leader;  should  this  leatler 
happen  to  fall  a  victim  to  tlie  hunter,  the  herd  becomes  disorganized 
and  disperses  over  the  waters  of  the  North  Pacific  Ocean.  However, 
be  the  theory  correct  or  otherwise,  the  presence  of  fur-seals  outside  of 
Bering  Sea  at  that  time  of  year  was  rather  remarkable,  i.  v.,  if  the  seal 
observed  by  the  crew  were  of  the  fur-seal  species. 

Twenty  five  miles  oft"  Kadiak  Island,  Gulf  of  Alaska,  when  going  on 
deck  after  breakfast,  on  the  morning  of  the  14tli  August,  I  observed 
some  dark  object  in  front  of  the  schooner,  and  called  the  attention  of 
the  captain  to  it,  who  said  it  was  a  log  or  a  piece  of  kelp.  I  maintained 
it  was  a  seal,  and  so  it  proved.  The  Indian  hunter  went  out  in  his 
canoe  in  pursuit  and  killed  the  seal  with  his  spear,  in  sight  of  the  ves- 
sel.   It  was  a  medium  or  half-grown  seal. 

On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  the  22d  August,  we 
enteri^K  ^''*' *™'"'*  entered  the  Uniuiak  Pa ss;  weather,  mist  and  rain,  and 
on  Sunday  morning,  the  23d,  were  in  the  proscribed 
waters. 
The  hunting  outfit  of  the  Otto  was  rather  limited :  One  seal-hunting 
boat," which  I  will  designate  the  first  boat;  one  pleasure 
miid*we'Ivui"8'    '"*"*"  boat,  heavy  and  clumsy,  the  secoiul  boat;  and  one  In- 
dian hunter  andonecanoemaninacanoe.    Thefirstboat 
was  manned  by  the  skipper  as  hunter,  an  acknowledged  expert  of 
twelve  years'  experience,  armed  with  a  No.  12-bore  double-barreled  shot- 
gun by  Greener,  of  Birmingham,  and  one  Winchester  repeating  rifle, 
and  a  crew  of  two  white  men  as  pullers  and  steerers.    The  second  boat 
was  manned  by  two  Swedish  seamen,  one  as  hunter  and  the  other  as 
puller,of  no  experience  whatever  in  the  business,  armed  withaNo.lO  bore 
double-barreled  shotgun.   The  canoe,  one  Indian  hunter,  and  one  canoe- 
man,  armed  with  the  Vancouver  Island  west  coast  spear  and  a  single- 
barrel  muzzle-loader  shotgun,   this   latter,  I  was  informed,  merely 
to  give  the  quietus  to  the  harpooned  seal  should  occasion  require.   The 
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Diary  (if  iiim)  dayn' 
liMiif  ill   Ilcriiit;  Sutti- 

KXtl'Ul't    I'i'UIU. 


aminimitioD  nnvd:  Curtis  &   lliiivcy's  No.  (»  {>raiii,  8izc  14,  iu  kegs; 
chargt*,  (i  to  7  drsuns,  and  from  !">  to  21  buckshot. 

The  toMowing  is  an  extract  from  my  note  book  during  the  nine  days' 
hunt  iu  Bering  Sea,  from  113  to  'M  August,  iu  tlie  wa- 
ters about  40  to  r»0  miles  from  tlie  entrance  to  Uiui- 
laska  harbor,  and  40  to  oO  miles  ott  Akutan  Islaixl, 
Aleutian  chain,  or  from  loO  to  200  miles  from  the  I'rib- 
ilof  Islands. 

Sunday,  23  August,  wind  light;  misty;  rain.  7:30  a.  m.,  sighted 
seals  to  west.  Second  boat  lowered;  killed  one  seal  iu  sight  of  vessel. 
First  boat  and  canoe  lowered;  out  all  day,  returning  to  meals.  Kesult 
of  day's  hunt:  Secoiul  boat,  one  seal.  Seals  sporting  round  vessel;  a 
great  numy  shots  tired  by  boats. 

Monday,  24  August,  clear  weather;  calmer  sea.  Boats  and  canoe  out 
all  day  from  7  a.  ni.  (returning  to  dinner),  licsult :  First  boat,  one  seal ; 
reporte<l  having  lost  two.  Seccuul  boat,  none.  Indian  canoe,  one  seal. 
Total,  2  mediums;  a  great  deal  of  tiring  henrd. 

Tuesday,  25  August,  rain  in  morning.  Boats  and  canoe  out  at  hfilf 
past  9  o'clock;  out  all  day  (retiirning  to  dinner).  Result:  First  boat, 
two  seals  reported,  wounded  and  lost  tive;  seals  said  to  be  shy  and 
wary,  and  not  so  numerous  as  foruun-ly;  attention  called  t<)  cow  sesl 
being  skinned  (which  I  had  taken  for  a  young  bull).  The  snow  whiti 
milk  runinng  down  blood-stained  deck  was  a  sickening  sight.  Indian 
canoe,  one  seal.    Total,  3  seals;  2  mediums  and  1  cow. 

Wednesday,  20  August,  cloudy  morning;  sesils  tioating  round 
schooner.  Boats  and  canoe  out  all  day.  Result:  First  boat,  1  seal; 
sectmd  boat,  none;  Indian  canoe,  10  seals;  total,  11  se.als;  8  cows  in 
milk,  and  3  medium.  Skipper  in  tirst  boat  blamed  the  powder.  Second 
boat  said  it  was  too  heavy  and  clumsy  for  the  work.  Skijtper  reported 
having  wounded  aiul  lost  7,  and  the  men  in  second  boat  0  ditto,  10  in 
all.  Skijiper  said  seals  not  so  numerous  as  formerly,  more  shy;  also 
blamed  the  pow<ler.  Evidently  a  great  deal  of  shooting  and  very  few 
seals  to  (correspond. 

Thursday,  27  August,  sefils  to  all  appearances  very  scarce,  species 
being extermiiuvted,  so  to  Judge  from  the  skipper's  remarks.  Weather 
tine  and  dear.  Boats  au<l  canoe  (mt;  returned  «at  noon,  consequence  of 
rough  sea.  Result:  First  boat,  1;  second  boat,  n(me;  Indian  canoe, 2 
seals;  total,  3  seals.  Again  in  fa V(U' of  Indian  spear.  Powder  blamed 
again.  Tired  of  such  excuses.  So  tar  have  not  found  one  wor<l  of  truth 
in  anything  I've  heard  ])reviou8ly  about  open  sea  seal-hunting. 

Friday,  28  August,  rain  and  heavy  sea  in  mtn-ning;  cleared  in  aftcr- 
nomi;  boats  and  canoe  out  iu  afternoon;  returned  at  (i  i>.  m.  No  skins, 
although  a  great  «leal  of  shooting  going  on.  First  boat  reported  hav- 
ing wounded  aiul  h>st  three  seals;  blamed  powder.  l*oor  powder.  It 
takes,  Judging  from  the  number  of  shots  tired,  about  a  hundred  to  se- 
cure one  seal. 

Saturday,  2!)  August,  shijVs  cook  brought  down  from  sleek  a  large  (!ow 
seal  at  40  yards  rise.  Boats  and  canoe  (mt  all  day;  due,  clear,  balmy 
weather;  Aukatan  Island  in  sight.  Result:  First  boat,  three  seals; 
second  boat,  three  seals;  cook,  from  deck,  one;  Indian  canoe,  ten; 
total  catch,  seventeen  seals,  greater  pr(>portion  cows  in  milk;  horrid 
sight,  could  not  stay  the  ordeal  out  till  all  were  flayed.  A  large  num- 
ber reported  as  w(mnded  and  lost.  According  to  appearances,  slaughter 
indiscriminate. 

Sunday,  30  August,  tiJie  (dear  morning;  hazy  towards  Akutan.  At 
0  o'clock  a  cry  "  Here's  the  cruiser"  to  the  eastward.    Boats  and  canoe 
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Waste  of  life. 


Superiority   of  In 
dian  snear. 


off  at  7  o'clock ;  at  8  o'clock  T  could  see  deck  of  the  steiimor  bearing  down 
on  U8  about  8  miles  oflf.  Boats  recalled.  The  Indians  rt^turiied  about 
9  o'clo(!k,  greatly  excited;  wentotit  again  when  the  steamer  sheered  off 
towards  Unalaska  harbor.  Result  of  hunt:  First  boat,  two  seals;  sec- 
boat,  one;  Indian  canoe,  seven;  total,  ten  seals,  seven  of  which  were 
cows  in  milk.  Several,  as  usual,  reported  wounded  and  lost  by  the  boats. 
The  great  superiority  of  the  Indian  spear  evidt^nt. 

Moiidiiy,  31  August,  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Mohican  3:30  p.  m.;  no 
hunting. 

The  total  catch  on  being  analyzed  shows  a  favorable  comparison  be- 
tween the  experienced  sind  inexperienced  hunters;  when  the  class  of 
boats  and  arms  are  taken  into  consideration,  and  the  extraordinary  num- 
bers reported  as  wounded  and  lost,  dispels  any  faith 
in  the  oft  reported  assertion  that  only  one  in  ten  es- 
cape from  "the  unerring  rifle  in  the  hands  of  the  experienced  hunter." 
The  number,  two-thirds  of  the  catch,  cai>ture«l  by  the  Indians,  gives 
the  verdict  entirely  in  favor  of  the  primitive  wea])on 
of  the  aborigines  as  against  the  modern  breechloader. 
The  spear  used  by  the  Vancouver  Island  Indians  for 
Description  of  Hpear.  seal  hunting  is  10  fcct  long  in  the  shaft,  ta])ering  off 
toward  the  ends,  and  thus  well  balancetl.  At  the  point 
the  shaft  forks  off  into  two  i)rongs,  on  which  the  spear-heatl  or  har- 
poons fit  easily,  being  attached  to  the  sh.aft  by  a  cod  line,  which  runs 
up  to  the  butt,  where  it  is  caught  in  a  bight  and  held  round  the  thumb 
of  the  right  hand.  On  being  projected  the  shaft  se]>arates  from  the 
harpoons  and  floats  on  the  water  unheeded  till  the  seal  is  secured. 
But  few  are  missed.  Any  t)*..it  escape  wounded  only  sutter  from  a  flesh 
wound  of  2^  inches  in  depth.  Once  the  harpoon  pierces  the  skin  bfyond 
the  barbs  the  only  possibility  of  escape  lies  in  the  chance  of  the  line 
breaking.  This  system  of  capture  is  both  economical  from  a  business 
standpoint,  as  well  as  that  of  being  almost,  if  not  entirely,  less  destruc- 
tive to  seal  life,  as  compared  with  modern  arms  of  pre- 
cision. It  may  safely  be  asserted  that  over  three-fourths 
of  the  catch  of  forty-eight  Avere  cows  in  milk.  This, 
at  a  distance  of  200  miles  from  the  rookeries,  shows 
that  the  nursing  cows  ramble  all  over  the  Bering  Sea 
in  search  of  their  chief  food,  the  codfish,  which  are  to  be  found  on  the 
banks  along  the  coast  of  the  Aleutian  Islands.  During  the  migratory 
journey  north  in  the  spring  the  cows  with  young  become  the  easiest 
victims  to  the  hunter,  owing  to  being  more  fatigued,  and  consequently 
sleep  more  than  other  class  of  seals.  From  all  information  I  could 
glean  from  the  skipper,  when  I  pointed  out  the  circumstance  of  cows 
in  milk  being  killed  so  far  from  the  ishiiids,  leads  me  to  understand 
that  had  the  cruise  of  the  Otto  been  a  month  or  six  weeks  earlier,  the 
proportion  of  nursing  cows  in  a  catch  would  be  still  greater  than  that 
herein  exhibited. 

KOBERT  H.  McMANUS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  29th  day  of  March,  1892. 

Joseph  Murray, 

Treasury  Agent. 


Seventy-five  per 
cent  of  catch  uursiDg 
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Kxpuriviioe. 


Oscar 
1891. 


and   Hattie, 


Krvat  part  living  preg- 
nant. 


Waat«  of  life. 


Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  liritinh  Columbia,  ss: 

Tliorwal  Matli<asan,  beiiij;  duly  swora,  deposes  and  says:  My  name  is 
Thorwal  Matliasan;  my  age  is  .'39  years;  orcupation, 
seaman;  1  reside  at  V''ictoi'ia,  British  Columbia.  I  went 
sealing  in  1.S91  in  the  (hear  and  Hattie,  Gault,  master, 
as  a  boat  puller,  from  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  sealed 
up  to  the  last  of  .Tanuary;  we  had  six  boats  and  one 
stern  boat,  Avith  three  men  to  each  boat  and  two  men  with  the  stern 
boat;  we  used  shotguns  and  riHes,  and  sealed  along  the  west  coast  to 
the  Jiering  Sea.  We  caught  over  1,000  seals  off  the  ^;at^.h 
coast,  most  all  females,  and  a  great  number  of  them  had  moHtiy*'  fein"ai')i'B"'u 
young  pups  in  them.  We  generally  tried  to  kill  them 
while  asleep  in  the  water,  but  fired  at  everything 
that  come  around  us.  A  good  many  would  sink  when  we  shot  them 
and  would  go  down  like  a  stone  and  were  lost,  and  nearly  all  the 
wounded  ones  would  get  i»way.  Those  that  we  would  kill  we  would 
try  to  get  up  to  them  before  they  would  sink  aiul  get  them  with  the 
gaff  hook,  but  we  could  not  get  many  that  way.  W^e 
carried  two  gatt"  hooks  to  each  boat.  It  takes  anywhere 
from  one  to  twenty  shots  on  the  average  to  secure  a  seal,  and,  I  think, 
we  got  about  three  out  of  five  that  we  killed,  but  we  may  not  have  got 
as  msiuy,  for  poor  hunters  wouldn't  get  more  than  one  out  of  five. 

Entered  Bering  Sea  in  July  and  was  chased  out  by  the  cutters.    Did 
not  catch  any  seals  in  the  American  waters  in  the  Bering     „  ,    ^. 

c  ,      ,         •'    ,  J.-1.       1-.         •  •!  J       Boring  Sea:  time  of 

Sea,  but  went  over  across  on  the  Eussian  side  and  entering. 

sealed  there.    The  whole  catch  for  that  year  was  about 

1,500  seals.    Those  that  we  killed  on  the  Busaian  side 

was  about  in  the  same  proportion  as  to  females  as  those  killed  on  this 

side.    I  know  of  no  place  on  the  coast  where  the  seals     ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^ 

haul  up  on  the  land.    I  think  the  seals  are  not  so  plen-  upon  coaxt. 

tiful  on  the  coast  as  last  year.  .  ^s""""*- 

I  went  sealing  again  on  the  28th  of  January,  1892,  in  the  same  ves- 
sel. Captain  Gault.  Went  down  to  the  Yaquina  Bay. 
On  the  17th  of  February  one  of  our  small  boats  cap-  jg^*"""  "'"*  ^""'''• 
sized  and  we  lost  the  captain,  three  hunters,  and  one 
sailor.  We  went  into  the  Yaquina  and  got  a  new  captain  and  went 
down  to  Clayquot  and  completed  our  crew  and  went  out  sealing  again, 
oft"  the  coast,  and  returned  to  Clayquot  the  forepart  of  April;  then 
I  left  the  vessel.  Our  whole  catch  was  33  seals  during 
the  voyage  the  three  months  we  were  out.  Seals 
did  not  seem  to  be  near  as  plentiful  as  last  year. 

Th.  Mathasan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 
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DepoHition  of  John  Morrin,  dealer  (male  and  mantcr). 

pklaoic  sealing. 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  liritinh  (Utlumhia,  hh: 
John  Morris,  bei  11  jj  duly  sworn,  d<'|>os«'s  uiid  says:     My  ixfxo  is  .34 
years,  my  o<M'upatioit  seaman,  aiiU   my    residence  is 
Victoria,  liritisli  Columbia.     I  have  lia«l  six  years'  ex- 
perience in  sealiii;;,  botli  in  tlie  North  Piicitic  and  the 
In  February,  1882,1  went  seaiiiiff  from  Victoria,  British 
Columbia,  in  the  sehooiu'r  Onward,  M«'Coy,  master.    I 
shipped  as  mate.     VVe  had  sixteen  canoes,  all  manned 
by  Indians — two  Indians  toeach  boat.     The  Indians  used  sp«'ars  while 
hunting  seals.     We  began  sealing  ott'Cape  Flattery;  saih'd  and  sealed 
to  the  ncnthward,  and  captured  about  8(K)  seals  along 
the  coast.    There  were  not  over  ten  males  in  the  whole 
lot.    The  females  had  1)ui>h  in  them  and  we  cut  them 
out  of  their  mothers  and  threw  them  overboard  into  the  ocean.     They 
Heeiired  about  all  of  the  seals  they  speare<l.    We  returned  to  Victoria, 
British  (jolumbia,  about  the  last  of  June. 
About  the  last  of  A]>ril,  1883,  I   saile<l  from   Victoria  on  a  sealing 
Onward  1883  voyage  in  the  Onward,  Morris,  master.     We  had  eight- 

'    .  '         een  canoes,  all  manned  by  Indians,  two  to  each  canoe. 
They  used  spears  as  weapons  and  captured  about  4(M>  seals  while  I  was 
on  her.     They  were  all  females  with  pup  excepting 
the  yearlings,  which  were  about  one-half  male  and  one- 
half  female.    I  left   the  Onward  at  Clayquot  Sound 
and  joined  the  yl(/Vcfi  Adanm  and  returned  to  Victoria, 
British  Columbia,  on  account  of  sickness  of  the  owner  and  mast  r. 
About  the  Ist  of  January  I  saikeA  as   master  of  the  Al/r<     Adams 
Alfred  Adams  im   **°  *  Sealing  yoyage;  we  had  about  eighteei.    anoes, 
with  two  Indians  to  each  canoe;  they  hunted  with 
spears  and  captured  about  750  skins  along  the  coast. 
^rregnant  females  ^jj  ^^^  g^^jg  gj,,ptiired  wcrc  pregiiaut  females  except 

the  yearlings.    We  returned  to  Victoria  about  the  last 
of  June,  1884. 

In  February,  1885, 1  sailed  from  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  on  the 
schooner  Sefienfy-nix,  Potts,  master.  We  had  three, 
boats  and  three  men  to  each  boat;  had  a  white  crew. 
We  began  sealing  off  Cape  Flattery  and  caught  about  20  seals,  all  of 
which  were  pregnant  females.  We  used  rilles  and  shot- 
guns in  hunting  the  seals.  We  returned  to  Seattle  in 
the  month  of  June.  Trior  to  this  I  had  never  been  in 
the  Bering  Sea,  and  with  but  few  exi-eptious  sealing 
vessels  did  not  visit  those  waters. 
In  the  month  of  February,  1887, 1  sailed  from  V^ictoria,  British  Co- 
lumbia, in  the  s(;hooner  lilack  Diamond,  I,  Morris,  mas- 
ter. We  had  twenty-four  «'anoes,  each  manned  by  two 
Indians.  The  Indians  used  si>cars  in  hunting  the  seals. 
They  h)st  very  few  of  the  seals  they  speared.  We  captured  on  this 
trip  about  !K)()  seals,  but  did  not  enter  the  Bering  Sea.  We  returned 
to  Victoria.,  British  Columbia,  in  ,Iune.  The  seals  are  more  shy  now 
than  formerly,  because  they  have  been  hunted  so  unmercifully  with 
guns.  Seals  are  scarci^r  now  than  in  former  years. 
With  the  present  increasing  tieet  of  sealing  vessels  the 
Protection  neoes-  seal  herd  wiU  soon  become  exterminated  unless  some 
*'"^''  restrictions  are  i)laced  upon  pelagic  sealing. 


Pregnant  female  s 
taken. 

Alfred  Adam*. 


Seventy-six,  1885. 


All  tukon  pregnant 
fcniali^s. 


Ki'W  vcHMcls  entered 
Bering  Sra  before  1885. 
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1V1iij;i<>  soalin^'  in  the  North  I'lM-iMr  Ocean  sliuitlii   not  lit'  |i(>rinitt<>(l 
for  iit  least  six  wt'cks  after  the  teiiiales  have  civeii  birth 
to  their  yoiMi;;.  u<ni,.i. 

.loilN    MolMtiH. 

8iil>serit>e(l  and  s\v<aa  to  before  me  on  this  '2'2i\  dav  of  April,  A.  I). 

inm. 

[SKAL.J  liKVI    \V.    MvKliS, 

I'liitfil  Stiitex  CniiHul. 
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Depoxil'mn  of  Morris  M(ts»,fiirr!rr,  ahl  rhrprcsiiifut  Svahru''  AxHovlation 

of  Mctoria. 

1»KLA(!H'   SEAMNO. 


PBOVINCK   of    HrfTISII   <'oM  MIMA, 

Cit/i  of   Victoria,  hh: 

Morris  Moss,  beiniu'  (Inly  sworn,  dejioses  and  says:  \  have  residetl  in 
British  Columbia  thirty  years.     Sinj-e  1H.S0  have  made 
my  home  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia.    My  occupa-      "»"''»""«"• 
tion  is  that  of  purehasiii};  raw  furs.    Of  late  years  raw  flu'-sealskins 
have  been  the   prinei])al  fnrs  hainlled  by  me.    I  have  bought  from 
l(>,tKM)  to  li(),((.»(>  i)er  year,  and  am  vi<*e-i)resident  of  the     jj^.. 
Sealers'  Assot'iation   of  Victoria,   British  ( 'Oluinbia.    Kiiiiiinli^aii'i"  Iirveiop" 

The   setaling  indnstry,  as  rej^ards  British  Columbia,   '""'• 

started  in  about  1872;  at  that  time  Indians  only  were  employed  to  do 
the  killing,  which  was  (h>ne  by  spearing.    The  tieet  was  small,  not 
numbering  over  half  a  do/en  vessels,  and  the  trade  v.as  inthe  hands  of 
three  or  four  men.    In  18.S,*i  the  A»!UM'i<'an  schooner 
Han  nief/o,  of  San  Francisco,  entored  the  Bering  Sea,     *'""  '""■"'•  "**' 
and  after  taking  about  2,200  seaiskins  brought  them  to  Victoria  ami 
sold  them.    This  gav«'  inijietus  to  the  trade  and  the  following  year  Vic- 
toria schooners  eiitcre<l  the  sea.     New  vessels  were  subsequt'iitly  added 
to  the  fleet  and  other  firms  embarked  in  tlici  business. 
In  1880  three  Victoria  vessels  were  seized,  since  whic^h     ''"'""■•''' '"  "*««• 
time  there  has  Ih'Cii  trouble  over  the  Bering  Sea  sealing  industry. 
Since  that  time  the  fleet  has  been  gradually  increasing  until  now.     Pre- 
vious to  this  time  (188(>)  but  few  white  hunters  were  employed  and  the 
Indian  hunters  used  spears  onl;, .     By  so  doing  they 
secured  all  the  seals  struck,  ami  did  not  scare  the  i/Ks^'J"''''''""'''' 
balance;  of  late  years,  however,  all  the  Indians  carry 
and  use  shotguns  in  addition  to  their  spears.     About  flfty-six  Si'hooners 
have  cleared  from  Vi(!toria  this  spring.    Thirty  of  them  carry  white 
hunters  and  the  balance  Indians. 

There  are  two  great  herds,  or  ai'inies,  of  fur-sejils  that  frequent  the 
N<nth  Pacific  Ocean  and  lieriiig  Sea.    They  are  quite     jj  ,^ 
distinct  fnun  each  other  and  do  not  intermingle.    The       '"' "' 
one  army  appears  ott"  the  coast  of  California  in  the  hit-         *''^'** ""' 
tci-  part  of  December  ami  gradually  work  their  way  northward  and 
are  Joined  by  others  coming,  .apparently,  from  mid  ocean.    They  ajipear 
to  travel  in  two  columns,  th«'  outer  column  containing  an  army  only  of 
bulls,  and  the  inner  one  mostly  cows  an«l  yearlings.    These  columns 
are  not  continuous  schools  of  seals,  but  rather  small  parties  scattered 
along.    The  column  traveling  along  the  British  Columbia  coast  head 
for  the  Pribilof  Islands;  their  natural  breeding  ground.    The  other 
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army  proceeds  along  the  Japanese  coast,  and  head  for  the  Commander 
and  liobben  islands.    1  believe  the  seals  always  return 
giM.'""*  '"""°"  ''"    to  the  place  of  their  birth.    Schooners  with  white  hunt- 
ers commence  to  seal  soon  after  the  new  year;  they 
go  south  to  meet  them  and  follow  them  up  along  the  coast.    Schooners 
employing  Indians  do  not  start  so  soon,  it  being  difficult  to  induce  the 
Indians  to  oreak  up  their  regular  feasting  and  daiu'ing.    Schooners  gen- 
erally enter  Bering  Sea  about  the  flrst  week  in  July. 
The  percentage  of  yearlings  or  gray  pups  taken  on  the 
coast  is  much  greater  than  that  taken  m  the  Bering 
Sea.    The  percentage  on  the  coast  averages  from  6  to 
12  jier  cent,  while  the  percentage  of  those  taken  in 
Bering  Sea  will  not  exceed  2  or  3  per  cent.    The  sials  taken  by 
schooners  do  not  bring  in  the  London  market  more  than 
svhfr*  "^   ^^'^^'^  one-half  realized  by  the  lessees  of  the  Pribilof  I  inlands. 
The  reason  for  this  is  the  Company's  are  all  young  bulls 
and  are  killed  by  being  clubbed  on  the  head,  while  those  killed  by  the 
schooners  ureof  all  kinds  and  sizes,  and  ai'c  perforated  with  shot;  con- 
M  o  i  •  t  k     in  sequently  are  not  perfect  skins.    1  believe  the  majority 
BerinT  Sea  nurLinJI  of  scals  captured  by  wliite  liuuters  in  Bering  Sea  are 
*""'*•  females  in  search  of  food.    1  can  not  say  how  many 

seals  are  killed  and  wounded,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  green  hunt- 
ers lose  many,  while  those  more  experienced  in  the  busi- 
ness lose  fewer. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  Indian  hunters  in  the  use  of  the 
spear  seldom  lose  one  they  kill  or  wound.  I  have  no 
gi^y"'*""*"'  "**'"*  doubt  in  my  own  mind  that  unless  some  restrictive 
mfc.isures  are  taken,  the  seals  will  either  be  eventually 
exterminated  or  become  so  scarce  it  will  not  pay  to  hunt  them.  The 
fleet  has  increased  greatly  in  the  last  few  years,  and  will  continue  to 
do  so  as  long  as  there  is  money  in  the  business. 

It  is  very  important  that  if  the  fur-seal  is  to  be  preserved  it  nuist  bo 
protected  from  indiscriminate  slaughter  in  the  open  sea,  or  it  will  soon 
be  exhausted.    I  would  suggest  that  eith  v  schooners 
should  not  be  allowed  to  approach  within  a  radius  of 
60  miles  of  the  breeding  grounds,  or  else  thsy  should 
not  be  allowed  to  enter  the  sea  until  the  female  has  had  proper  time  to 


Waste  of  life. 


Siiggents  a  zone  or 
»  close  season. 


give  birth  to  her  young,  and  to 


it  nurse  until  such  time  as  the 


young  seal  is  able  to  exist  without  it,  say  the  1st  day  of  August.  This 
is  the  general  opinion  of  prominent  owners  of  schooners  who  have  given 
an  unprejudiced  opinion  upon  that  subject. 

Morris  Moss. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul.. 


Deposition  of  VMll  ParJccr,  sealer  {hunter). 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 


Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  British  Cohanhia,  ss. 
Will  Parker,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age  is  40  years, 
residence  and  citizen  of  Victoria,  Hritisli  Columbia; 
occupation,  hunter.    1  went  sealing  in  18U0  in  the  Wal- 
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ter  Rich,  Capt.  Cooi)er,  maatei-.    Left  Victoria  in  Jan-      ^^^^  j^.^^^  ^^^ 

uary  and  went  ott"  the  <'oast  of  Lower  California  and 

coimnent'ed  sealinfjf,  worivinjj  our  way  np  the  coast,  foHowing  the  lierd 

towards  Beriii};  Sea.     1  left  the  vessel  at  Victoria  in 

Ai>ril,  because  she  ehaiified  her  tlaff  from  American  to      "'anfieot   a»j. 

British.    8he  carried  six  boats  and  a  stern  boat.    The  hunters  were  sill 

half  breeds  e.\cei)t   myself.     We  had  caujjht  but  very  few  seals,  and 

wlieii  I  U'ft  her  we  had  only  about  fifty  skins.     VVe  jfot 

a  little  too  far  down  the  California  coast  and  {^ot  out  of 

the  ruu  of  seals,  and  for  twenty-one  days  saw  none  whatever. 

In  18S9  I  sailed  as  hunter  in  the  liritish  steamer  Ariel,  Buckner, 
master.  Left  N'ictnria  the  latter  part  of  .lanuary  and 
commenced  sealinj;'  about  30  miles  off  the  C«>lumbia 
Kiver  and  sealed  ahmg  the  coast  towards  Beriu}*'  Sea, 
arriving  there  alxuit  the  middle  of  .Inly.  We  were  all 
white  hunters  and  used  shotguns  and  rifles  and  <'aught 
abcmt  500  Ixfore  entering  ISering  S«'a.  In  the  Bering  Sea  we  hunted 
around  the  fishing  banks  ami  so  far  off  the  seal  islands  that  we  seldom 
saw  land.  We  caught  a  great  many  seals  on  what  is  <'alled  Southwest 
Bank  about  100  miles  from  Cnalaska,  and  L  think  it 
is  more  than  100  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Islands.  We  .catcii  in  uninj; 
caught  about  1,100  in  the  H»'ring  Sea,  and  our  whole  il'ia',„i8.  ""  *'"  '""" 
catcli  for  that  season  was  about  1,700. 

In  1S,SS  I  sailed  as  hunter  and  interpreter  in  the  British  schooner 
Alfred  Adams,  Worth,  master.  She  had  Indian  huu-; 
«'rs  and  carried  ten  canoes  of  2  men  each.  Tln'y  used  ^^VredAdam,,  ms. 
spears  and  shotguns.  I  'Dine*!  down  the  coast,  at  San  Juan,  in  May. 
llunted  ott"  Cape  Flattery  tor  about  a  month,  an<l  when  it  was  stormy 
we  w<mld  run  to  harbor,  forliidians  do  not  like  to  stay 
out  when  it  blows.  We  caught  about  .'500  seals  off  the 
coast,  and  landed  tlu>m  at  Vi<'toria  in  June,  and  then 
started  direct  tor  Bering  Sea;  ran  into  a  school  of  seals  at  Portlock 
Bank,  ott"  coast  of  Alaska,  and  caught  between  300  and 


Catfli  off  coHHt  and 
in  Iti-ring  Sen. 


Caught  only 


400.    We  w«'nt  through  Cnamak  Pass  the  4th  of  July  .,„"'!; •;;|.^""'  '"""""" 
and  sealed  in  those  waters  until  about  the  14th  of  Au- 
gust, at  which  time  we  left  the  sea  and  came  to  Victoria, 
about  700  seals  while  in  the  sea,  for  it  was  a  sttuniy.      Most  of .  at.h  in  ti.o 
bad  season.    We  caught  most  of  the  seals  that  were  .stafronian'tofioniiifs 
taken  by  our  vessel  in  B«'ring  Sea  from  30  to  60  miles  «■""'•''"• '«''""!«• 
ott"  to  the  southwest  of  St.  Paul  Island. 

In  l.SiS7  I  saih'd  from  Viiitoria  as  hunter  an<l  interpreter  in  the  British 
whooacr  Ada,  Cordon,  master.  She  carried  seven  ca- 
noes and  one  boat,  and  Indian  hunters,  who  used  spears. 
She  left  Victoria  the  latter  part  of  April  and  made  one  trip  out  for 
three  days,  when  a  storm  drove  us  back  into  harbor. 
We  ciiught  ."{O."*  seals  in  the  two  days  and  a  half  that 
we  were  out;  caught  them  about  3~t  miles  west  of  Cape  Flattery.  Fit- 
ted out  and  left  the  coast  for  Bering  Sea  the  2(lth  of  June  an<l  went 
direct  to  Uuamak  Pass.  The  weather  was  bad  and  we  did  not  stoj)  to 
seal,  and  oidy  saw  a  very  few  seals.  We  entered  Ber-  ^^^.^^^  . 
iug  Sea  the  Kith  of  .luly  and  sealed  ott"  Akatau  Pass  enieHng;^«H8L<"'aua 
until  Ave  were  seized  by  a  revenue  cutter  on  the  2r>th  <»r»;o seized. 
of  August  with  1,S07  skins  on  board,  and  all  caught  in  Bering  Sea.    ' 

In  1880  and  188")  I  did  not  go  hunting.  Tn  1884  and  1883  I  sailed  as 
cook  on  the  British  schooner  Thornton,  Nelse,  master,  nurnton,  im-i  auu 
She  carried  Indian  hunters  and  did  not  go  into  Bering  ^***- 
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Sea,  but  sealed  oflPt -e  coast.    The  Indians  used  spears  and  sometimes 
would  have  an  old  musket.    There  was  hardly  ever  a  sealing  st^hooner 
that  went  to  lierinji;  Sea  during  these  years  or  prior  to 
Be^rng^CbHonS  l^^^?  and  there  were  only  four  or  five  that  sailed  frf)m 
here  in  the  sealing  business,  and  these  carried  Indian 
crews,  who  hunted  with  spears  and  seldom  went  far  from  the  coast. 
In  1882  and  1881  I  sailed  as  cook  in  the  British  schooner  Onward, 
McCoy,  master.    She  carried  Indian  hunters  and  sealed 
along  the  coast.    Did  not  go  into  Bering  Sea.     Seals 
were  almost  exclusively  taken  on  the  (!oast  during  these 
years  and  by  Indian  hunters,  armed  by  spears.     1  do 
not  know  of  any  sealing  schooner  that  went  to  the 
Bering  Sea  until  Captain  McLean  went  there  about  nine 
years  ago  in  the  Favorite.    Indiiins  were  the  principal 
hunters  until  about  six  years  ago,  and  they  scarcely  ever  used  anything 
but  spears  and  would  save  most  all  the  seals  they  killed,  but  since  it 
has  become  the  pra<'tice  to  hunt  seals  with  guns  a  good  many  are  killed, 
wounded,  and  lost.    Green  hunters  bang  away  svnd 
*"  "  °   '  "■  wound  more  than  they  kill  and  will  shoot  six  or  seven 

before  they  get  one,  and  sometimes  more.  Good  hunters  will  do  nmch 
better.  1  used  to  get  most  of  the  seals  I  killed,  but  I  have  killed  five 
dead  in  succession  and  lost  the  whole  of  them.  A 
female  seal  will  sink  much  quicker  after  she  has  given 
birth  to  her  young  than  before.  We  are  more  sure  of  getting  a  sleep- 
ing seal  than  one  that  is  breeching. 

My  observation  on  this  coast  is,  that  the  young  seals  are  nearest  to 
land  and  the  cow  seals  have  a  course  some  farther  out.    The  bulls  are 
still  farther  out  and  much  more  scattered  and  shy.    The  seals  lay 
around  oft"  the  coast  of  California  and  north  of  there 
iRra  ion.  until  early  in  February,  when  they  commence  to  work 

slowly  along  up  the  coast  and  enter  Bering  Sea  in  June  and  July. 
Their  habits  in  this  respect  are  well  known  to  the  hunters.  The  catch 
along  the  coast  for  the  last  six  or  sexen  years,  since 
the  rifle  and  shotgun  have  come  into  use,  is  priucipsilly 
females  and  the  grown  ones  have  pups  in  them.  Tiie 
catch  of  young  seals  is  much  less  in  proportion  to  the  number  caught 
than  they  were  when  Indians  used  to  take  them  by  spearing.  I  have 
cut  the  young  seal  (mt  of  its  dead  mother  and  kept  it  alive  for  several 
weeks  by  feeding  it  on  milk,  but  it  would  eventually  die.  I  have 
known  them  to  live  days  without  eating  anything.  I  have  put  pups 
cut  out  of  dead  seals  to  the  breast  of  dead  female  seals  when  milk  was 
running  out  of  ^'leir  teats,  but  they  wonhl  not  timch  it. 
The  seals  taken  in  Bering  Sea  are  nearly  all  grown.  We  get  but 
very  few  young  seals.  I  think  we  catch  in  Bering  Sea 
more  inales  in  proportion  t<>  females  than  we  do  on  thj 
coast.  We  catch  a  good  many  females  in  Bering  Sea 
that  have  given  birth  to  their  young  on  the  islands  and  were  in  milk. 
I  have  caught  plenty  of  cow  seals  in  milk  a  hundred 
miles  or  more  from  the  islands,  but  seldom  get  any 
that  have  a  pup  in  them  in  those  waters.  Seals  were 
much  less  in  numbers  oft"  the  coast  in  18<>0  than  they 
were  about  1885.  They  have  either  been  destroyed  or 
driven  oft".  We  had  no  trouble  in  making  a  season  on  the  (^oast, 
weather  i)ermitting,  of  from  700  to  1,300,  and  now  500  is  a  good  catch. 
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Since  the  use  of  rifles  and  sliot^uns  have  become  coiunion   seals  are 

niudi  less  in  nunib«'rs  iind  are  more  shy  and  timid. 

Theyoufjht  to  he  prohibited  from  killing  seals  in  the  J.!;:"''''*''"'  """"" 

water  for  a  few  years  at  least,  or  there  will  not  be 

enoug'h  left  to  make  them  worth  hunting'. 

William  Parker. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1S1>2. 
[seal.J  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 


Deposition  of  Charles  Peterson,  sealer  {bontpitller). 
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Province  of  British  Columbia, 

City  of  Victoria,  ss  : 

Charles  Peterson,  beiii}*'  duly  sworn,  de^wses  and  says:  I  am  30  years 
old  and  am  by  occupation  a  seafaring  man ;  my  resi- 
dence is  Victoria,  British  Columbia.  In  April,  18.S0,  I 
went  seal  hunting  from  Victoria  in  the  schooner  Moun- 
tain Chief,  Jacobson,  master.  Our  schooner  carried 
ten  canoes,  each  manned  by  two  Indians,  who  hunted 
with  spears.  We  began  sealing  off  Cape  Flattery  and 
captured  about  ;i(>0  seals  along  the  c<>ast,  most  all  of 
which  were  females  and  yearlings.  We  did  not  cap- 
ture over  50  males,  all  told,  on  this  voyage,  and  returned  to  Victoria  in 
July. 

In  the  sjiring  of  1887  I  went  on  a  sealing  voyage  from  Victoria,  as  a 
boat-puUer,  in  the  s<'hooner  Alfred  Adams,  Dyre,  mas-      ...   ... 

,  ^„,         •        .     ,  ,  ,        •'         ,,  II-  Al/erd  Adam;  IH>^T . 

ter.     She  carried  one  stern  boat  and  two  Indian  canoes. 

We  had  a  white  crew,  but  the  canoes  were  manned  by  two  Indians 

each.    We  began  sealing  off  Cape  Flattery  and  sealed 

right  up  towards  the  Bering  Sea,  cajjturinj,  10  seals 

along  the  coast,  all  of  which  were  femalen  with  pup. 

We  entered  the  Bering  Sea  about  the  lotL  of  August 

through  the  IJnimak  Pass  and  captured  therein  1,404 

seals,  most  of  which  were  cows  in  milk.    On  that  voyage 

we  caught  female  seals  in  milk  over  80  miles  from  the  rookeries,  where 

they  had  left  their  young.    Our  best  hunters  would     ^aateoiufe 

secure  half  of  the  sesils  shot,  but  the  poorest  ones        »•    »     «• 

would  not  get  more  than  one  out  of  twenty,  the  average  being  one 

secured  out  of  Ave  killed. 

I  have  seen  the  deck  almost  flooded  with  milk  while  we  were  skin- 
ning the  seals.  It  is  impossible  to  distinguish  the  male 
seal  from  the  female  when  they  are  in  the  water  at  a 
reasonable  gunshot  distance.  About  90  per  (!ent  of 
all  th(^  seals  we  captured  in  the  water  were  female  seals. 
After  remaining  in  the  sea  about  fifteen  days  our  ves- 
sel was  seized  and  we  returned  to  Victoria. 

In  April,  1800,  I  went  sealing  in  the  Minnie,  Jacol)- 
8011,  master.  She  carried  fourteen  canoes,  manned  with 
Indians,  two  Indians  with  each  canoe,  who  used  spears.    We  caught 


S<>alini;  iiff  coast. 
Females  taken. 
Entered  liering  Sea. 
Pregnant  females. 


Sex  inilistingiiisha- 
l>le  in  water. 


Ninety 
males. 


per  i'cnt  fo- 


Vessel  seized. 


Minnie,  1890. 


».ti 


u^«r' 
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i  , 


Kemnles  taken. 


Minnie,  1891. 


Prcyniiiit 
takt'ii. 


350  seals  along  the  coast,  all  of  wliich  wore  females 
exceptiiiff  20.    We  returned  to  Victoria  in  June. 

In  January,  1891,  T  left  Victoria  on  a  sealing  voyage 
in  tlie  schooner  Minnie,  Dillon,  master.    We,  carried 
two  boats  manned  by  white  men  and  ten  can<K!S,  eju'h  manned  by  two 
Indians,  who  used  shotguns.    We  captured  2r)0  female 
fomaieH  gj,,,]g  with  pup  ou  tlic  coast  and  then  returned  to  Vic- 
toria, after  which  we  sailed  again  in  a  short  time  on 
the  same  vessel  with  the  same  crew  for  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and 
Bering  Sea,  capturing  about  250  female  sealsAvhile  en  route  to  the  Bering 
.     j,pg  Sea  also  a  few  male  yearlings.    We  entered  the  sea 
'"  ''^  "**  '^^""'^ '  *^'*  and  secured  about  10  seals,  all  of  which  were  females 
in  milk.    After  remaining  there  ten  days  Ave  started  ba<;k  to  Victoria. 
The  practice  of  taking  seals  in  the  water  before  they  have  given 
birth  to  their  young  is  destructive  to  seal  life,  waste- 
ful, and  should  be  proliibited.    Seals  do  not  haul  out 
upon  the  land  along  the  coast  and  give  birth  to  their 
young;  nor  do  they  breed  on  the  kelp.    If  ever  there 
was  such  an  occurrence  it  must  have  been  a  premature 
birth  caused  by  some  accident  to  the  female  seal  and  would  result  in 
the  death  of  her  young. 

I'revious  to  1885  only  two  or  three  sealing  vessels  had  ever  gone  to 
the  Bering  Sea  to  hunt  seals  and  the  sealing  fiom  Vic- 
.^mJiv  ""'"^^  siaiinj;  toHa  prior  to  188(5  was  confined  to  the  coast,  and  the 
crews  were  Indians  who  hunted  with  spears.  Seals 
were  caught  by  them  with  spears  and  but  few  were 
lost;  but  since  the  shotgun  has  come  into  use  a  great 
many  are  destroyed  and  lost. 

C.  Peterson. 

SubscrilKid  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  23rd  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1802. 
[seal.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  States  Consul. 


Protection   neces- 
sary. 

Do  not  lianl  up  on 
c'oa.'tt. 


f»>rmerly. 


Waste  of  life. 


Deposition  of  Edn'ln  P.  Porter,  sealer  {boat-steerer). 


PELAGIC   sealing. 


i^'ll 


'      :i 


I 


Dominion  of  Canada, 

Victoria,  B.  C,  ss : 

Edwin  P.  Porter,  being  duly  sworn,  dei^oses  and  says:  My  age  is  25 
years;  residence,  Victoria,  British  Columbia;  occupa- 
tion,-seaman  and  seal-hunter.  1  went  out  sealing  as 
boat-steerer  on  the  British  schooner  Penelope,  Captain 
I  think  it  was  in  the  year  1888  when  I  went  in  her. 
She  had  five  boats  and  white  hunters.  They  used 
shotguns  and  riHes,  shotguns  chiefly.  We  left  Victoria 
about  the  last  of  January  and  cruised  along  the  (California  and  Oregon 
coast  and  caught  about  1,000  seals  before  we  entered 
Bering  Sea.  We  entered  the  sea  about  the  first  week 
in  July  and  caught  about  1,100  more.  We  left  the  sea  about  the  latter 
part  of  September.  We  caught  some  oft'  the  Copper  Island,  but  most 
of  them  were  taken  from  30  to  100  miles  south  and  southwest  of  the 
Pribilof  Islands. 


Ex])eriencc. 
J'enelope,  1887. 

Steel,  master; 

Sealing  oil'  coast. 


Enteretl  liering  Sea. 
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Ariel,  1889. 


Ordorod  out. 


Umbrina,  1891. 


Left  Vic- 


Stealing  ott'  coiist. 


Thiitle,  1892. 


In  1889  I  went  as  boat-steerer  on  the  British  schooner 
Ariel,  Capt.  Rncknain,  master.  She  had  six  boats  and 
fonr  canoes.  Carrietl  both  white  and  Indian  hunters.  White  hunters 
used  shf)tjfuns  and  rirtes.  Indians  used  spears  chieli}^  We  left  Victo- 
ria in  February  and  sealed  over  about  the  same  course  as  the  year 
before  and  entered  the  Bering  Sea  in  July.  We  took 
about  500  skins  before  enteriiifi'  the  sea  and  caught  *'°t<''-'«i  «"'»«»«»• 
al)out  1,(500  more  around  the  southwest  banks,  from  30  to  75  miles  from 
St.  Paul  Island.  We  were  ordered  out  of  the  sea  about 
the  1st  of  September  by  the  revenue-cutter  Rush. 

In  1800  1  did  not  go  sealing. 

In  1891 1  sailed  as  boat-steerer  in  tha  British  schooner 
Umbrina,  Captain  Campbell,  master.  She  carried  seven 
boats  and  had  white  hunters,  who  used  shotguns  and  rifles, 
toria  in  Marc^h  and  sealed  along  the  coast.  1  left  her 
before  she  went  into  tlie  sea.  Her  whole  season's 
catch  was  about  900,  but  do  not  know  what  p«ntion  of  them  she  caught 
before  entering  Bering  Sea.  This  year  I  went  as  boat-steerer  in  the 
.  British  steamer  Thistle.  She  had  six  sealing  boats  and 
two  Avhaling  boats,  and  carried  white  hunters,  with  shot- 
guns and  rifles.  She  left  Victoria  in  February  and  sealed  off  the  Cali- 
tornia  coast.    I  left  her  in  March.    She  had  only  79 

^^Iji^g,  Seahng  oft  coast. 

My  experience  in  four  years  sealing  is  that  nearly  all 
the  seals  taken  along  the  coast  are  pregnant  females,  fg^Xi^  ""  pnsnant 
and  it  is  seldom  that  one  of  them  is  caught  that  has 
not  a  young  imp  in  her.    In  the  forepart  of  the  season  the  pup  is  small, 
but  in  May  and  June,  when  they  are  taken  off  tlie  Queen  Charlotte 
and  Kodiac  Islands  the  unborn  pup  is  quite  large,  and  we  frequently 
take  them  out  of  the  mothers  alive.    I  have  kept  some  of  them  alive 
for  six  weeks  that  were  cut  out  of  their  mothers,  by  feeding  them  con- 
densed milk.    The  seals  we  captured  in  Bering  Sea 
were  fully  80  per  cent  females  that  had  given  birth  to  feSliicH:^'  ^'"'  *""'* 
their  young.    A  fact  that  I  often  noticed  was  that  their 
teats  would  be  full  of  milk  when  1  8kinne<l  them,  and  I  have  seen  them 
killed  from  20  to  100  miles  from  the  seal  islands.    We 
try  to  kill  the  seal  while  sleeping  on  the  water,  but  also  froTn  uiand""  '" ' ' "  * 
shoot  at  them  when  they  are  breaching. 

An  ordinary  hunter  will  lose  about  four  out  of  every  six  he  kills. 
Some  do  not  do  near  as  well,  while  others  do  better. 
The  percentage  of  loss  to  those  killed  is  less  on  the 
coast  than  it  is  in  the  Bering  Sea,  for  the  seals  are  more  fat  and  do  not 
sink  as  quick,  but  a  great  many  are  wounded  and  lost.    The  Indians, 
when  they  use  the  spears,  lose  but  very  few.    They  get  up  close  to  the 
sleeper  and  scarcely  ever  miss  getting  it.    I  know  of     ^^  ^^^   ^ 
no  place  on  the  coast  where  seals  come  up  to  land,  and  coast. '"'     *"     "" 
I  am  positive  there  is  none.     Seals  are  not  near  as 
plentiful  as  when  I  went  out  in  1888,  and  I  believe  the     Decrease. 
decrease  is  due  to  their  being  hunted  so  much  with 
shotguns  and  rifles. 

Edwin  P.  Torter. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Myers, 

United  IStaten  Consvi. 


Waste  of  life. 


us 

m 


^ 
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Dej}<mti<m  0/  William  IShort,  ncaler  {hoal-pvllcr). 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 


J 


.1 


Province  of  British  Columbia, 

(Jity  of  Vivtoria,  ss  : 

William  Sli(Mt,lu'iiijj:  dulyswoiii,  deposes  suidsays:  I  am  20  years  old 

and  reside  at  V' iirtoria,  British  Columbia  and  am  by 

oeciii)ation  a  painter.    On  January  14, 181>0, 1  sailed  as 

a  boat-puller  from  Vietoria,  British  Columbia,  on  the 

Jiritish  sealiujj;  sel '  .)oner jl/«f///ir  Mac,  Dodd,  master.   She 

earried  six  seal  infj  boats  that  were  manned  by  three  white  men  each,  who 

used  bre^'ehloading-  shotguns  and  rifles.    We  began  sealing  off  Cape 


Expcrit'ncu. 
MaggifMae,  1800. 


St'iiling  off  coast 

seals  on  the 

Entered  Hering  Sea. 


OttiK  1891. 


Mostly  iiregnant  fe 
malt'H  tiikcii. 


Waste  of  life. 


up  ou 


Mendocino  and  sealed  south  as  far  as  Farallone  Islands, 
thence  north  toward  the  Bering  Sea.  We  captured  1,120 
coast  before  entering  the  sea.  Ou  the  12th  of  July  Ave 
entered  the  sea  through  Unimak  Pass.  Lowered  the 
boats  on  the  13th  and  captured  about  2,093  seals  in 
those  waters,  and  then  returned  to  Victoria  on  the  19th  of  September. 
In  July,  1891,  I  sailed  out  of  the  port  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia, 
as  a  hunter  on  the  British  sealing  schooner  Otto,  O'Reily, 
master.  She  carried  one  stern  boat,  manned  with  three 
white  men.  We  proceeded  up  the  coast  for  the  puri)08e  of  procuring  our 
Indian  <Tew  of  Sealers.  Failing  in  this  we  returned  to  Victoria  on  the 
1st  of  August.  While  cruising  along  the  coast  our 
principal  catch  was  female  seals  with  pup,  the  balance 
being  principallyyearlings,  about  half  male  and  female. 
In  some  instan<;e8  we  ran  upon  schools  of  seal  and  shot  Ave  or  six,  all 
of  which  would  be  lost;  in  other  instances  Ave  would 
secure  about  one-half  of  those  Avounded.  One  half  of 
all  seals  shot  on  the  coast  are  lost. 
1  do  not  knoAv  of  any  place  on  the  coast  where  :he  seals  haul  out  upon 
the  land  to  breed;  nor  do  I  know  of  any  instiinces  where 
the  seals  give  birth  to  their  young  on  the  kelp.  Fully 
90  per  cent  of  all  seals  secured  by  us  in  the  Bering  Sea 
were  cows,  in  milk.  We  seldom  captured  a  bull,  one 
of  Avhich  Ave  shot  OAer  tAvelve  times,  and  afterwards  it  escaped.  There 
are  not  so  many  seals  lost  in  the  Bering  Sea  as  there  are  on  the  coast. 
We  caught  seals  all  the  Avay  from  50  to  250  miles  from  the  rookeries,  on 
the  Pri  bilof  Islands.  We  caught  female  seals,  in  milk,  near  the  72  Pass, 
in  the  Bering  Sea.  The  72  Pass  is  about  230  miles  from 
the  Pribilof  Islands.  I  noticed  a  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  seals  off  Cape  Flattery  Avhen  there  in  1891,  as  compared  with 
the  other  season.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  a  shame  to  kill  the  female  seal 
before  she  has  given  birth  to  her  young.  Pelagic  seal- 
ing in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  before  the  middle  of 
June  is  very  destructive  and  Avasteful  and  should  be 
.stopped;  seal  hunters  shoot  all  seals  that  they  Ccan, 
because  they  are  ])aid  so  much  a  skin,  whether  large 
or  small,  male  or  female.  It  is  impossible  to  distin- 
guish the  sex  of  the  seal  in  the  Avater,  except  the  old 
ones.  I  think  pelagic  sealing  in  the  sea  should  be  pro- 
hibited until  such  a  time  as  the  pup  may  have  grown 
to  the  age  at  which  it  may  be  able  to  live  without  nurse  from  its  mother. 

W.  Short. 


Do  not  haul 

roust. 


MoHtly  pregnant 
friiialt's  tMken. 


Decrease. 


I'eliliii. 
stnictive 


Healing  de- 


Inilisci'iniiuatekill 

injj. 


Sex    inilistin 
able  in  watei . 


Iiiisli- 


I'rotection  uinu'ces- 
sary. 
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Subscribed  aiul  sworu  to  before  uie  ou  this  2.'i<l  day  of  April,  A.  1). 
18»2. 
[SEAL.]  Levi  W.  Mykks, 

United  titatts  Consul. 


Kx|Mii(iicr. 

W'itii/reil.  S''it  [,ioii, 
Manfut,  Chullt'iiije. 


Tbev 


are  coii- 


Misnition. 


Deposition  of  Fred  Smith,  sealer. 

PELAdlC   SEALINO. 

Fred  Smitli,  beinj?  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Was  born  at  and 
reside  in  \''ictoria.    Have  been  a  seal-hunter  for  tlu' 
last  three  years  on  the  Winifred,  Sea  Lion,  and  Maseot, 
British  sehooners,  and  the  American  schooner  Challenffe. 
Have  hunted  seal  in  Berin}«  Sea  and  the  Pacitte  Ocean. 
Have  seen  and  taken  seal  ott"  Cape  Flattery  in  March, 
stantly  advancing"  up  the  coasts    I  followed  them  into 
Bering  Sea  where  they  arrive  about  July  1st.    Always 
use  a  shotgun  exclusively  for  taking  seal.    I  think  about  onethinl 
of  the  seal  shot  with  shotgun  are  lost.    A  very  large  majority  of  the 
seal  taken  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  are  cows  with 
pup,  and  the  miyority  of  seals  taken  in  Bering  Sea  are  pregu7u\*Vr!nai'."  "" 
cows  with  milk.  But  a  very  few  yearlings  are  taken,  and 
once  in  a  while  an  old  bull  is  taken.    The  male  seal  taken  are  between 
two  and  four  years  old.    Hunters  use  no  discrimination, 
but  shoot  everything  that  comes  near  the  boat.    When  j^i^n-iix^""""'""  tiii- 
a  seal  has  his  nose  out  of  water  and  you  shoot  him,  he 
will  sink  at  <mce,  and  if  you  shoot  a  seal  and  he  turns  his  nose  out  of 
the  water,  he  will  sink  immediately  and  is  hard  to  secure  under  those 
conditions.    Have  never  known  any  pups  to  be  born  in 
the  water  nor  on  the  coast  elsewhere  than  on  the  Prib- 


No  iwlagic  birth. 


Protooti<»n. 


llof  Islands.    Have  never  known  any  fur  seal  to  haul    i>«>n'>t  .1",'"\  "p  '^ 
u])  on  the  land  anywhere  ou  the  coast  except  on  the 
I'ribilof  Islands.    I  have  taken  female  seals  80  miles  off  the  Pribilof 
Islands  that  were  full  of  milk.    If  seal  are  not  pro- 
tected in  the  North  Pjujiflc  Ocean  and  given  a  chance 
to  raise  their  young,  they  must  soon  be  exterminated,  for  most  of  the 
seal  killed  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  are  cows  with  pup. 

F.  Smith. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  3d  day  of  May,  IS92. 

A.  W.  Lavendek, 
United  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


m 


Deposition  of  Joshua  Stieklaud,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SCALING. 

Joshua  Stickland,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  in 
Victoria,  British  Columbia;  I  am  by  occupation  a  seal- 
hunter;  have  been  in  the  business  two  years  on  the     KxiiLn.n.c. 
British  schooner .l/^m/>»'/Mrt.     First  struck  the  seal  off' 
the  Columbiai  Itivi'r  about  February  1.    Follow  the  seal  up  the  coast 
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into  Bering  Sea,  which  they  enter  early  in  July.  I  use  the  shotgnn  ex- 
clusively tor  takiiijj  seal.  About  25  per  cent  of  seals 
shot  are  lost.  Most  of  the  seals  taken  are  females  with 
imp.  Out  of  111  st'als  last  year  1  kilhul  but  .'{  bulls. 
A  very  tew  yearliiiy;8  have  been  taken  by  nu*.  A  few- 
male  seal  have  been  taken  by  me  from  2  to  4  years  old.  Ilunteis  use 
no  discrimination,  but  shoot  everything  in  shaiie  of  a  seal  that  conies 
near  the  boat.  Have  never  known  or  hear<l  of  pups 
being  born  in  the  water  or  on  the  land  anywhere  out- 
side of  the  Pribilof  Islands.  Have  never  known  of  fur 
seal  hauling  up  on  the  land  on  the  coast  anywhere  ex- 
cept on  the  seal  islands.  Have  killed  cow  seals  that 
were  full  of  milk  over  40  miles  from  the  Pribilof  Islands. 
From  May  1  to  September  15  I  think  seal  ought  to  be 
protected  in  Bering  Sea  and  the  North  Pacific  Ocean. 
If  not  they  will  soon  be  exterminated. 

Joshua  Stickland. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  May,  1892. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 


Migration. 

Mostly  |>r<;fn><>nt  fe- 
male* takeu. 


No  pelngic  birth. 

Do  not  haul  up  ex- 
cept on  Pribilor  Is- 
lands. 

Niii'sini;  females 
killed. 

Protection. 


Deposition  of  John  A.  Swain,  sealer  (boat-puller). 
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Sealing  off  coast. 


fregnant 
takeq. 


Waiteof  life. 


Dominion  op  Canada, 

Victoria,  British  Columbia,  ss: 

John  A.  Swain,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  I  reside  at  Vic- 

ri  ce  toria,  British  Columbia.    I  am  a  seaman  by  occupation 

»perence.  ^^^  ^^^  ^y  yg^rs  old.    I  wcut  Sealing  in  May,  1891,  as 

mitu,  1891.  boat-puller  in  the  steamer  Thistle,  Nicherson,  mastcir. 

She  carried  seven  boats  and  one  stern  boat,  all  white  crew,  and  three 

men  to  each  boat.    We  began  sealing  off  the  Columbia 

River,  and  then  sealed  northward  up  the  coast  to 

Bering  Sea,  and  captured  about  320  seals  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean, 

fe    ales  "^^st  all  females,  and  nearly  all  had  young  pups  in 

™        them.    A  great  many  seals  are  lost  in  hunting  them 

by  sinking  before  the  boats  can  get  to  them,  and  a 

great   many  are   badly  Avounded   and   escape.     Our 

hunters  used  shotguns  and  lost  a  great  many;  I  think 

Knttfed  Bering  Sea.  wc  would  save  two  out  of  flvc  that  we  killed.    We 

entered  the  Bering  Sea  in  June  through  Seventy-two 

Pass  and  caught  about  100  seals,  when  we  were  ordered  out  of  the 

sea.    They  were  all  females  that  had  given  birth  to 

their  young. 

1892, 1  again  shipped  in  the  schooner  Geneva,  O'Lery, 
master;  she  carried  seven  boats  and  one  stern  boat, 
and  three  men  to  each  boat;  I  was  boat  steerer.  We 
commenced  sealing  as  soon  as  we  got  outside  of  the  cape,  and  captured 
about  270  seals  along  up  the  coast.  Most  of  the  seals 
caught  were  pregnant  females,  and  when  we  would 
skin  them  the  milk  would  run  out  of  them  on  the  deck. 
1  am  sure  there  is  no  place  on  the  coast  where  they 
haul  out  upon  the  land  and  give  birth  to  their  young, 
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nor  do  they  give  birth  to  their  young  on  tlie  keli».     1  do  not  consider 

it  right  to  kill  the  mother  seal  before  she  has  given 

birth  to  her  young  pup;  1  do  not  think  they  shouhl  be  .aJ!^."**^ **""  """"'"' 

killed  uutil  six  weeks  after  giving  birth  to  tlieir  young. 

The  hunter  tries  to  shoot  the  seals  in  the  head  or  through  the  heart.     I 

left  the  vessel  at  Clayquot  and  arrived  at  Victoria  on  the  Ist  of  Ai>ri!; 

the  vessel  is  out  now. 

John  A.  Swain. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  22d  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

[SEAL.]  LEVE  W.   MvKRS, 

United  IStatcH  Consul. 
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Ocpnuition  of  A.  B.  AJexander,  Jinhery  expert  on  the  r.  S.  Fish  Commin- 
Hion  Hteamer  Alhatrotm  and  United  IStatex  rerenitv  uteunter  Corwin. 
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State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Jefferaon,  hh: 

Personally  appears  before  me  A.  Ti.  Alexander,  who,  beinj;:  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  .'{7  years  <>f  age,  a  citi- 

xperence.  ^^^^^  ^^^  Glouci'ster,  Mass.,  and  have  been  for  six  yeai's 

and  still  am  an  employe  of  the  11.  S.  Fish  ('ommission  as  a  fishery  ex- 
pert, being  detailed  for  serviee  on  the  Fisli  Commission  steamer  ^ !//>«- 
troHH.  On  March  29th  I  was  detailed  lor  temixu-ary  service  on  tlio 
United  States  revenue  steamer  Vorwin,  and  am  till  so  en^fayed.  During; 
my  service  on  the  Corwin  1  have  cruised  as  far  n(»rth  as  Yalcutat  Bay. 
I  have  visited,  with  but  few  exceptions,  all  the  ports  and  native  vil- 
lages from  Dixon's  Entrance  to  and  including  Yakutat  IJay.  I  have 
personally  conversed  with  the  Indians,  owners  of  vessels,  seal  hunters, 
l)oth  native  and  white,  and  others  engaged  in  the  sealing  business.  I 
have  been  in  canoes  and  boats,  and  personally  observed  the  taking  of 
seals  by  all  methods  practiced  on  this  coast,  and  have  thus  sought  to 
familiarize  myself  in  every  way  with  the  aquatic  habits  of  the  seal, 
their  habitat,  method  of  capture,  and  all  matters  of  inttu-est  connected 
with  the  sealing-  industry. 

There  are  two  methods  of  taking  seal  in  the  water  practiced  on  the 
vr  .1.  1      *  1.    *    northwest  coast:    white  men  employ  iirearms  exclu- 

Muthods    or  hunt-      .      ,  ,  •,     ,i  ^-         w     ■,■  n 

sively,  while  the  native  Indians  generally  use  spears. 

The  most  expert  of  these  spearmen  are  the  Neah  Bay 

Indians,  and  as  seal  hunters  they  surpass  all  others. 
An  expert  white  hunter,  even  with  the  best  of  firearms,  can  not  com- 
pi'te  with  them,  for  when  he  approaches  a  group  of  sleeping  seals,  all 
in  close  proximity  to  one  another,  he  can  not  expect  to  get  more  tlian 
one  of  the  number.  The  noise  of  his  gun  will  startle  all  others  within 
a  radius  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  or  more,  thereby  destroying  all  chance 
of  catching  another  seal  asleep.  It  sometimes  happens,  however,  that 
a  skilled  hunter  will  capture  two  or  three  out  of  a  group,  but  such  cases 
are  exceptions  rather  than  the  rule.  It  is  different  with  an  Indian  hun- 
ter who  uses  a  spear;  he  silently  approaches  the  sleeping  victim  and 
noiselessly  hurls  his  spear  at  it  with  a  deadly  aim,  and  the  only  thing 
heard  is  the  hard  breathing  and  slashing  of  the  seal  as  it  fights  for 
liberty. 
The  spear  which  the  Neah  Bay  Indians  use  is  double  pronged,  which 

in  their  hands  is  a  formidable  w»'ai»oii.    The  shaft  is  12 
awrraetJiodof'using^  fcethmg,  and  made  of  tjedar ;  the  i)rongs  are  hard  wood, 

one  30  and  the  other  IS  iiuhes  long,  about  4  inches  apart 
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at  tlu'  t'tuls,  and  point«'«l.  Tlio  pronfjs  ami  slisift  are  srai'iK'd  top'ther 
and  Ik'UI  in  placr  by  a  Horvin^  of  small  cotton  line.  Tlio  lon^;  pron^ 
is  a  continnation  of  tlio  shaft,  luit  tlio  short  one  projects  off  at  a  slight 
anjflu.  Tiic  spearheads  arc  made  of  bone  and  steel,  with  a  sin;>'le  Itarb 
at  tb<>  sides  and  a  socket  in  the  butt,  into  which  the  ends  of  the  pron^-s 
are  tit  ted.  In  the  middle  of  the  spearhead  is  a  lade,  into  which  is  bent 
a  lanyard  made  of  whale  sinew,  which  is  sewed  with  cotton  twine  to 
])reveiit  it  from  chatin^'.  To  the  lanyard  is  fastened  the  s]iear  rope, 
whi»'h  in  early  years  was  also  made  of  whale  sinew,  or  other  durable 
matcri;d,  but  now  c4»tton  line  is  used  as  a  substitute,  it  bcin^'  nuich  easier 
procured,  and  answers  the  purpose  C(pudly  as  well.  The  si)ei(rhea«ls 
are  held  in  ])osition  by  the  spear  rope,  whi<*h  is  hauled  taut  and  fastened 
to  a  whalebone  beckct  at  the  t-nd  of  the  shaft.  In  throwinji'  the  spear, 
two  tin;>'crs  of  the  ri<;'ht  hand  arc  placed  over  a  snmll  Hat  handle,  the 
othi'r  hand  acting  as  a  rest  ujton  which  tlu'  spear  is  balanced.  When 
the  spciir  is  thi'own  the  lou^'  jtrong  is  held  uppermost.  The  reas<»n  for 
this  is  that  if  it  slnndd  pass  over  the  back  or  head  of  the  seal  the  short 
Itroiiji'  will  be  sure  to  stiike  it.  As  soon  as  a  seal  is  struck  the  spcar- 
liciids  sli|>  from  the  proiijis  and  the  rojie  from  the  bccket.  No  n«>ticc  is 
tiiken  of  the  shatt,  as  it  can  be  picked  up  after  the  prize  has  been 
secured. 

As  an  illustration  of  this  method  of  takinj;  seals,  I  };ive  in  detail  one 
of  my  e.\pericn«!C8:  On  the  afternoon  of  Ai>ril  23d  1  went  out  in  on»'of 
our  canoes,  managed  by  two  Neah  Bay  Indians,  fatlu'r  and  son.  The 
weather  being  |>leasant  and  sea  smooth,  sail  was  set,  and  with  rhe  as- 
sistance of  paddles  we  made  good  speed  in  a  southwesterly  «lircction. 
Two  men  usu.ally  go  in  a  canoe;  one  handles  a  si)eav  and  the  other  a 
steering  i)addle.  Ko  great  im])ortanee  is  attached  to  the  man  who 
steers,  as  it  recpiires  no  special  skill  to  keej)  the  canoe  on  the  course  de- 
sired; but  to  the  skill  of  theonew^ho  stands  in  the  bow  and  throws  the 
spear  depends  the  success  of  the  hunt,  and  if  he  should  be  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  miss  several  seals  in  succession  his  dusky  partner  in  the 
stern  thinks  himself  justitied  in  using  strong  langtuvge.  All  seal- 
hunting  canoes  carry  a  small  sprit-sail  nuide  of  drilling,  which  can  be 
set  and  taken  in  very  «piicHy  with  little  or  no  noise.  Oars  aii<l  paddles 
are  both  used;  the  former  when  a  long  ])a8sage  is  to  be  made,  the  lat- 
ter when  among  seals.  Tlie  spe.irman  always  keejis  a  lookout  for  seals, 
and  stands  upon  one  of  the  forward  thwarts,  with  one  hand  resting 
against  the  mast  to  steady  himself.  In  this  position  he  <ommands  a 
good  view  on  either  side  and  ahead.  It  is  not  to  be  understood,  how- 
ever, that  the  man  in  the  stern  keeps  no  wat<'h,  for  his  eyes  are  ever  on 
the  alert,  but  his  lower  i)osition  ]>revents  him  fnmi  seeing  any  great 
distance.  As  soon  as  a  seal  is  sighted  the  sail  is  taken  in,  rolled  u]>, 
and  jdaced  where  it  can  not  make  a  noise  by  thumping  against  the  side 
ov  on  the  thwarts.  The  gat!"  and  killing  club  are  placed  in  a  handy  iio>i- 
tion,  and  the  spear  examined  to  see  if  everything  about  it  is  strong  and 
in  good  working  order.  If  the  seal  is  some  distance  away  both  the  men 
])ad<lle,  but  if  close  by  only  the  hunter  at  the  stern  paddles,  the  dire<'- 
tion  being  indicated  by  a  wave  of  the  hand  from  the  man  in  the  bow. 

Silently  the  sleeper  is  approached,  all  unconscious  of  its  danger.  If 
the  coveted  prize  shimld  show  signs  of  uneasiness,  no  risk  is  taken,  and 
the  hunter  throws  his  spear  when  within  40  or  .lO  feet  of  it.  He  sehlom 
misses  the  mark  even  at  this  distance,  but  will  always  ai)proach  neaier 
if  possible.  At  the  end  of  an  hour  we  saw  our  tirst  seal  about  a  <  narter 
of  a  mile  ahead.  The  canoe  was  kept  otf  untler  its  Ice,  the  sail  taken 
in,  and  everytiiing  put  in  readiness  for  action.  Cautiously  we  padi.lcd 
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towards  tlio  |»r«y,  oan' bciiifif  takcMi  not  to  make  the  sli^litrst  iioi:o. 
\V(^  liail  ai»|noa«'luMl  within  abont  40  feet  when  the  xeal  li«'nan  to  yr(»\v 
resth'ss,  as  if  it  was  ilreanjin^ot'danger.  Tlie  hunter  stood  lMa«ed,s|Mar 
in  liand,  and  with  true  aim  he  hurled  it  with  all  liis  loree  at  the  sleep- 
inji>;  object.  In  an  instant  the  se<'nc  of  repose  was  ehan^ed  into  one  of 
intense  exeitenient  and  pain.  AVith  u  Juiiip  the  seal  instantly  disap- 
l»eared  below  the  surfaee,  but  not  to  escape,  for  when  onee  a  s|;ear  be- 
<-onies  fastened  to  an  objeet  it  seldom  pulls  out.  !Soon  it  eanie  up  to 
breatheand  renew  itsdesiH'ratestrujjyle  tor  liberty.  It  stood  in  the  water 
fa«'in}i  us,  with  its  body  half  exposed  as  if  taking  in  the  situation,  and 
with  a  kind  of  low,  piteous  {•rowl,  as  thou}>h  it  realized  its  end  was  near, 
it  renewed  the  contest.  ltfoup[htnnulIy,divinK',Jnmpin};,  and  swimming 
with  ^reat  speed,  tirst  in.  one  directum  and  then  in  another,  sometimes 
on  one  side  of  the  canoe  and  then  on  the  other,  the  Indian  all  the  time 
holdinj''  on  to  the  spear  rop«>,  trying  to  draw  the  seid  near  the  «*anoe  so 
as  to  strike  it  on  the  head  with  the  killing  club.  In  its  frantic  etfortsto 
escap*'  it  bit  at  the  line  several  times,  but  soon  abandoned  the  id«'a  of 
gaining  its  freedom  in  such  a  manner  and  again  resorted  to  jumping 
and  diving.  The  loss  of  blood  soon  caused  it  to  grow  weak,  and  alter 
a  tight,  which  lasted  ])erhaps  live  minutes,  it  ceased  to  struggle  alto- 
gether, and  was  hauled  to  the  side  of  the  canoe  and  dispatche<l  with 
the  <lnb. 

In  a  few  minutes  another  seal  was  observed  asleep  a  short  distance 
away;,  again  sail  was  taken  in  aiul  the  same  ju'ecautionary  means  used 
as  bel'ore.  This  imlivi<lual  was  approached  within  2.")  feet,  and  so  good 
a  mark  M'as  it  that  the  spear  was  «lriven  nearly  through  the  body.  It 
die<l  almost  immediately,  and  from  the  time  it  was  struck  until  it  was 
land«'d  in  the  bottom  of  the  canoe  did  not  occupy  more  than  three 
minutes. 

We  had  not  proceed«'d  far  on  our  course  wLen  two  seals  were  sighted 
(dose  together.  They  Avere  so  near  each  other  that  it  was  impossible 
to  sjjcar  one  without  waking  the  other,  so  the  larger  one  of  the  two  was 
selected.  As  soon  as  it  was  struck,  the  other  awoke,  and  with  a  few 
jum|»s  was  out  of  danger,  leaving  its  coini)anion  to  ])erish  alone.  AVe 
soon  found  that  this  seal  was  going  to  nuike  a  hard  tight  and  would 
probably  give  us  no  little  trouble.  It  jumped  and  div»'d  in  quick  suc- 
cession, pulling  at  the  spear  rope  witli  sufHcient  for<'e  t<)  move  the 
<'anoe  about  in  a  lively  manner,  and  on  two  occasions  the  Indian  who 
was  "playing"  it  had  to  let  go  of.  the  line  altogether  to  save  himself 
from  being  pulled  overlwiard.  This  kind  ot  work  Avas  very  severe  on 
the  hands,  but  the  Indian  held  on  regardless  of  bleeding  fingers. 
When  the  seal  wotdd  come  to  the  surface  to  breathe  a  little  shick  ro]»e 
wouhl  be  gatheied  in,  only  to  be  lost  nuich  tjuicker  than  gained.  And 
Ko  they  fought;  tirst  the  hunter  and  then  the  seal  would  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  situation,  and,  at  the  ind  of  eight  or  ten  minutes,  the 
seal  apparently  was  as  fresh  as  v  lie»i  tirst  struck.  It  looked  as  if  the 
tight  might  last  for  a  considerable  ',ength  of  time,  which  of  ccmrse  did 
not  suit  the  Intlians.  In  order  thjit  there  should  be  no  mistake  about 
the  result  of  the  tight,  an  old  riHe  was  brought  forth  from  the  bottom 
of  the  canoe.  Wati'hing  his  oi)])ortunity  when  the  seal  was  making 
one  of  its  leai)s,  the  hunt<'r  in  the  stern  tired.  He  missed  the  mark 
twi<'e,  but  these  failures  <lid  not  by  any  means  ]>rove  him  to  be  a  po(>r 
shot,  for  a  i)erson  who  <'an  hit  a  seal  thsit  is  jumping  wi'dly  about  in 
every  direction  at  the  end  of  a  spear  line  is  indeed  a  good  niarkt-nnui. 
A  thir«t  shot,  however,  took  effect,  and  the  battle  was  decided. 

C'lose  quarters  evidently  did  not  suit  the  seal,  for  it  showed  its  teeth 
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ill  n  \<rv  iiiit'viendly  nismnt'i ,  ami  mi  one  <K'«'flsion  set  tlioin  in  tlu'  si(l«? 
of  the  caimc.  This  act  was  (he  only  (mIsc  iitovrnicnt  the  seal  had  inaih' 
siiKM'  th<>  ti;;:lit  be^an,  and  it  paid  tht'  penalty  with  its  life;  a  rillc  l>all 
was  put  tlii'oii^'li  its  hody  and  a  club  landod  on  its  head  at  the  same 
time.  I 'poll  examination,  al'ttM'  bfin;;'  liaiiled  into  the  boat,  we  tbiiiid 
tliat  tlie  spear  head  had  passed  t^iron<;li  its  i'i<:lit  Hipper,  whieli  aeeoiinted 
for  the  loiijn'  li};'l't,  as  ir  could  use  its  other  tlippers  to  <;ood  adviiiita;;'e. 

Prospeiity  lias  the  ^ame  eti'ect  upon  Indians  as  upon  white  men,  and 
soon  sail  was  nnnU'  and  a  sharp  lookiuit  kept  for  others.  Two  more 
were  «d>servod  durinff  the  afternoon,  one  of  wliicli  was  eaptured  very 
easily.  The  other  was  awake  and  eaine  u]>  a  short  distane«'  away  with 
a  red  roeklish  in  its  mouth.  This  fact  indicates  that  there  are  shallow- 
spots  in  this  vieinity  (Kat.  r».So  r»8'  north;  Loiifj.  UP 
7'  west)  where  seals  feed.  Indeed,  it  may  be  one  of  the 
favorite  feediii;;'  gnuinds  when  in  northern  wati'is,  for  it  has  lony-  been 
reporte«l  that  many  tisliing  banks  exist  on  the  Kairweather  {jronnds. 
This  was  the  last  seal  seen  <luring  the  day  by  us.  A  fresh  breeze 
sprang  nji,  a<'eompanied  by  a  short,  choppy  sea,  and  in  eoiise(|ueiiee 
we  were  obliged  to  return  to  the  ship,  where  \\v  arrived  aliout  <»  p.  in. 

In  hunting  seals  the  white  men  usc^  an  otter  boat  manned  by  three 
men — the  hunter,  boat-puller,  and  steerer.  The  favor- 
ite weajjon  is  the  shotgun,  and  ritlc^s  are  but  little  used.  ,,„,,  „,,„,,„„^ 
The  No.  10  Parker  gun  is  ])r<'ferred,  and  the  usual 
charge  is  5  drams  of  powder  and  twenty-one  No.  2  buckshot.  The 
sea's  are  shot  under  any  <!onditioiis  in  which  tlM'y  may  be  found,  ju-o- 
vided  they  are  in  range. 

No  discrimination  is  or  can  bensed;  everything  is  game  that  comes 
within   range  of  the  hunter's   weapon.     Kroin   their     ,  ,.    ..,,.„ 

I      1   ..      .       ,,  1.        ii  1  1  /    •  „        Imliwniimiate  kill- 

habits  m  the  water  the  seals  are  known  as  '•jumpers"  in;;. 
or  "breachers"  when  they  are  moving  through  the  watei', 
"rollers"  when  they  are  lying  idle  (Ui  the  surface  ami 
moved  by  every  wave,  "finners"  when  tln'y  ar<^  resting 
and  "tinning"  themselves  with  their  tins,  and  "sleep- 
ers" Avheii  they  are  asleep  on  the  smooth  water  and  can 
be  approacluMl  to  within  close  range. 

In  sleeping,  the  seal's  hea<l  is  to  leeward  and  the  steerer  will  endeavor 
to  work  tlu^  boat  so  as  to  approach  from  that  directi<)n  ami  giv<^  the 
hunter  an  opjiortunity  to  shoot  the  seal  in  the  back  of  the  neck.  When 
so  shot  they  take  hmger  to  sink  than  when  shot  in  the  face;  that  is,  if 
a  Si'al  bobs  up  in  the  water,  its  liody  being  in  a  submerged  and  horizontal 
positi(m,  and  if  it  be  instantly  killed  by  the  shot  it  will  at  once  sink. 
It  is  then  that  the  8  (u-  10  foot  gatt'  is  used  to  recover  it.  It  has  been 
my  observation  that  the  rapidity  with  which  seals  sink  is  intlueuced  by 
several  conditions.  A  ]uvgnant  female  will  sink  less  si,,,^;,, , 
(piickly  than  a  male  of  ecpial  size.  If  a  seal  be  shot  at  '"  '"*'''"'' " 
a  time  when  the  air  is  well  exhausted  in  the  lungs  it  will  sink  more 
qui(!kly  than  if  killed  when  the  lungs  are  inflated.  If  a  seal  is  ash'cp 
and  shot  in  the  ba»'k  of  the  head  it  will  float  for  several  minutes,  thus 
enabling  the  hunter  to  secure  it. 

1  have  noticed  that  the  stomachs  of  the  majority  of  seals  cajitured, 
provided  they  were  young  females  or  immature  males,  wen;  empty. 
While  the  stomachs  of  the  old  bulls  were  well  tilled  as  though  prepar- 
ing themselves  for  the  demand  of  the  breeding  grounds.     ^    . 
Their  diet  was  made  up  of  salmon,  red  rocktish,  and 
squid. 
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WnH(f  of  life. 


The  (lcstructiveno8.s  to  settl  life  by  iwlagic  liuntiiis'  is  very  ffieiit. 
The  luajority  of  seals  killeil  are  prejiiiant  females,  so 
that  two  lives  are  often  sa^^riHeed  in  seeurinyone  skin. 
This  is  true  whether  firearms  or  sprars are  used.  In  additicni  to  this, 
tlie  niunber  of  skins  marketed  does  not  repn'sent  the  number  aetually 
destroyed,  for  many  are  killed  that  are  not  seeured,  while  others,  though 
fatally  wounded,  still  possess  strength  enough  to  eseape  their  pur- 
suers. 

In  studying  aquatic  seal  life  on  the  I^^orthwest  Coast,  there  has  come 
under  my  observation  another  source  of  waste.  That  is,  the  destiue- 
_  ,  .  ,,  „  tion  of  bulls  that  are  fit  for  service  upon  the  breeding 
grounds  on  the  seal  islands.  V\  Inle  the  injury  to  the 
herd  from  killing  these  males  is,  in  general,  not  so  great  as  that  which 
arises  from  the  killiug  of  cows,  nevertheless,  the  destroying  of  an  ani- 
mal which  has  required  six  or  seven  ye;n's  of  life  to  prepare  it  to  assist 
in  the  perpetuation  of  the  species  is  a  serious  menace  to  the  life  of  the 
herd. 

From  my  general  knowledge  of  natural  history,  from  my  study  of 

the  habits  of  seals,  as  well  as  from  the  opportunities  1  have  had  to  ac- 

qimint  myself  witli  the  sources  of  destruction  which  are  at  work,  1 

„   .   ..  finnlv  believe  that  pelagic  sealing  would  not  onlv  ae- 

1  rot  taction  *  j.  c^  r^  •• 

count  for  the  diminution  of  the  seal  herd,  but  if  coiitin- 
tinued  the  seals  will  inevitably  be  commercially  destroyed. 

A.  B.  Alexandeu. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2<lth  day  of  May,  ISDli. 

[SEAL.]  II.' L.   BrUKETT, 

Notary  Public,  Resuliiuf  at  Fort  ToirnNcnd. 


Deposition  of  Wilton  C.  Bennett,  sealer  (hunter). 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Wilton  C.  Bennett,  being  duly  sw(un,  deposes  and  says:  I  wsis  born 
at  Neah  Bay.     I  am  32  years  old  and  have  been  a  seal- 
Exporience.  huntcr  all  my  life  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  and  (uie 

season  in  Bearing  Sea,  always  in  the  capacity  of  hunter. 
I  ha".  ^.  first  seen  and  taki'u  seal  off  Cape  Flattery  in  Maich ;  have  fol- 
lowed the  seal  up  as  far  as  Bartlett  Sound,  which  tln^y 
MiKrntiim.  leavc  about  June  1;  have  used  a  spear  for  taking  seal 

all  my  life,  but  when  seal  are  wild  sometimes  1  used  a  shotgun.    No  seal 
were  lost  when  struck  with  spear.    About  40  p«>r  cent  of  seal  shot  with 
shotgun  are  lost  and  more  when  the  rilie  is  used.    Most 

^[oHtly.owstak.....    .jj,    ^,,g    ^j,.,j^    ^.,,.^.,j   1,^,    ,„^.    1,.,^.,.    ,j,.,,,,    ,.^j^^,^      J   ^|,j,,|, 

cows  sleep  more  and  are  more  easily  ai»proached.  Never  killed  but 
seven  ohl  bulls  on  the  coast  of  Washington  in  my  life,  but  have  taken 
a  few  pups  every  year.  The  s(>x  of  the  seal  can  not  be 
told  in  the  watev;  I  shoot  everything  that  conies  near 
the  boat.  Seal  wiu'u  shot  dead  sink  very  quick,  and 
are  hard  to  sec.re  under  those  conditions.  Seal  are  not  as  ])lentitu' 
on  the  <!oast  as  they  usr<l  to  i)e.  They  have  becii  de- 
creasing very  fast  the  last  few  years.  I  think  tliis  is 
caused  by  the  indiscrin»inat(^  killing  in  the  water.  I 
have  never  known  any  seal  pups  to  be  born  in  the 
water  or  on  the  coast  anywhere,  except  on  the  Pribi- 
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lot"  Islands. 

the  coast   anvwliere  outside  of  the  l'iil)ih)f  Islands/^'""  '""  ""  '''"'' 
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MiiHtl.v   cows    Willi 
milk. 

I'loti'clion. 


Most  of  the  seal  taken  in  Ueriii};  Sea  by  nu'  were  cows 
with  milk.  Cows  with  milk  have  been  taken  by  nie 
100  miles  from  the  i'ribilof  Islands.  1  think  that  all 
pealji'ic  hunting  should  be  stopped,  so  that  seal  w<mld 
iiave  a  ehanee  to  increase. 

Wilton  ('.  !'>knnett. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  betbre  me  this  2(»th  day  of  April,  ISDii. 

A.    W.    liAVKNDKll, 

United  States  Treaanry  Aijent. 


Deposit  ion  of  Willitim  lire'niaii,  sailer  {sfiili)i(f  master,  boat  steerer). 

rEI.AGlC   SKALIXG. 

State  of  Washington, 

Co  Kitty  of  Kiiijf^ss: 

William  IJreiinaii,  beinj;'  first  <luly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  37 
years  of  aji'e;  was  born  in   Ivondon:  am  by  octcnpiition 
aseafarinj*-  man;  and  reside  at  Seattle,  in  the  State      kxiuh.iuo. 
of  VVashinjtton.     1  have  sjjcnt  the   best  yt'ars  of   my 
life  in  the  close  study  of  the  denizens  of  these;., inclndinfi- seals  and  the 
modes  of  (Mpturinji'  tlu'm,  such  as  seaiarinji'  men  bestow  upon  nnitters 
in  whij'h  they  are  interested  i)artieipants.     I   lirst  went  to  sea  in  No- 
vel.dter,   lS«ii),  and   have  been  connected  with    shippin<i'   matters   for 
twenty-three  years.    Passin}?  my  examination  as  second  mate  in  Lon- 
don in  1<S74,  I  went  to  Australia,  thence  to  (.'hina  and -lapan,  remaining- 
in   .Iai>an   several  years.      In  April,  ISSI,  I  went  as      ^^^^    ^^^^ 
sailinj?  master  of  the  l>ut<'h  schooner /.<»//(>,  Ans  Oster- 
son,  master,  to  hunt  otters  and  seals  aronnd  the   Knrile  Islands.     We 
arrived  at  Skotan  about  May,  and  hunt<Ml  otters  until  the  middl(>  of 
September,  then  went  back  to  Skotan  to  fill  up  with  wood   and  water. 
Meetiufi'  two  schooners  there  an  agreement  was  made 
to  work  together  aiid  raid  Robben  Island  for  seals.  The   ,j,;';;;/.  ""  •'"'''•'" 
Lottie  bein}>-  old  and  unseaw<n'thy,  it  was  <leeided  that 
she  slntnld  remain  in  \un't  and   1   should  renniin  in  eharjic  of  her  and 
lo()k  after  all  skins.    The  Lottie's  cai^tain,  hunteis,  and  best  men  of 
hercrewweredivided  amonjn' the  other  schooners.   They  w<'n'away  about 
six  weeks,  and  came  back  with  a  ixootl  catch. 

We  le'':  thi'  Lott'ie  on  the  be:"'h,an<l  idl  arrived  safely  back  in  .lapau. 

1  was  nine  months  on  that  voyage. 

In  March,  1882,  I  shipped  tVom  Japan  as  first  mate  in  the  Knssian 
schoonei'  Xeiiio,     Slu' was  ■itt«'d  (uit  foi' hunter,  fishing,      ^.^^^^  ^^^., 
and    trading,  and    carried  .")  boats,   a  steam  launch, 

2  canoes,  and  :\'2  men  all  told.  We  started  for  the  Neva  K'iver  in 
Saghalien.  Ou  arriving  there  I  went  on  slioie  with  an  interpi«^ter, 
find  the  schooner  started  for  Kannthatka.  I  was  to  lish.cu'  hir«'  m  ii  to 
do  so,  prospect  for  minerals  for  two  montlis  (having  permit  papers  t4> 
do  so),  and  tluMi  <levote  my  time  to  seals  and  their  habits,  with  the  idea 
of  capturing  them.  In  September  I  landed  on  Ifobben  Island  with  7 
Kussiaa  soldiers  an«l  remained  liffeen  or  twenty  days  watching  seals, 
and  waitiug  for  the  Nemo  to  coiue,  but  she  never  came.    The  Ku^siaus 
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ftottinj^'  tired,  \V(>  went  back  to  the  river,  and  I  remained  in  that  eountry 
until  the  next  Aujiiist,  wlien  I  started  back  to  .lajian,  arriving  there  iii 
Oefober. 

Ill  1SS4  i  apiin  went  hunting;  from  Vokolniniain  the(i(r!nan  si-hooner 
Frli.r,  Charh's  Sternl)erji,  master.  She  carried  three 
.")))  toot  boats,  (i  men  to  t'ach  boat,  5  flaps  and  a 
wliite  man.  In  Sei>(end)er,  whihi  lyinj^at  anciior  with  2  ()ther  Sitlioon- 
ers  under  Cape  I'atiene*',  we  were  boarded  by  a  Ifussian  otti<'er  jiimI 
aimed  seamen,  who  cam*'  from  Kobben  Ishind  in  the  {"uard  schooner 
ijfini,  and  all  of  our  {^uns  were  taken  from  us  and  we  were  wained  olV. 
We  went  away,  but  came  back  in  three  weeks  and 
lami'.'' """"''"" '"  fonnd  tlie  man-of-war  yuardiug  the  island.  Dodji'inj*- 
around,  we  waited  until  she  had  gone,  and  the  m^xt 
niji'ht  made  a  landinji'  and  a  haul  of  over  oOO  good  marketable  skins. 

Till!  next  moiniii}^',  Ix'iiig  a  few  miles  from  the  island,  we  sighted  the 
man-of-war  bearing  down  towards  the  island.  We  made  all  sail  and 
got  out  of  sight  as  (piickly  as  ]>ossibh',  and  returued  to  Yokohama  in 
Novi'inber.  Having  lu'ard  of  seals  being  shot  in  the  water  on  the 
Paeb'.-  side,  I  <'am<!  ()ver  to  test  the  matter.  In  bSSO  I  left  S»'attle  on 
board  the  s<'iiooner  ('hallcuge,  I)<uiglas,  master,  to  hunt 
seals  off  ( 'ajH'  K'.tttery,  our  head(piarters  being  Clalain 
Bay,  eanying  12  or  15  Indians  with  eanoes,  and  r<- 
on  Tii.iti.-  mained  sealing  until  the  end  of  May,  when  I  came 
l)a('k  to  Seattle,  the  charter  being  up.  On  that  voy- 
age we  cai>tured  about  .'{(M)  fur-seals. 

In  ISST   I   went  back  to  .Japan.     I  left  Yokohama  on  the  Kngi';x.i! 

schooner   Athi,  Viiu    Pelt,  master,    and    brought   ii, . 

across  to  Victoria,  IJritish  Columbia.     We  arrived  in 

]\Iay  and   sailed  in  .Imie  with  an   Indian  crew,  making  a  six  weeks' 

cruise  off  the  Vancouver  coast,  and  ca])turing  about  300  .seals.     Tpou 

returning  to  Victoi'ia,  I  left  the  vessel  and  went  to  Alaska. 

In    ISSO    I    went    as    boat-steerer  on  the   schooner 
Teresa,  of   Victoria,  Lawrence,  master,  and   put   the 
season  in  at  sealing. 

I  have  sini'c  followed  the  sea  as  sailing  captain,  pilot,  and  quarter- 
master on  vessels  sailing  <mt  of  Victoria,  British 
Columbia.  In  my  opinion,  fur  seals  born  on  the  Cop- 
l)er,  r»ering,  or  Bobbin  islands  will  naturally  return  to 
th(^  rookery  at  whi<'li  they  were  born.  The  same  thing 
is  true  of  those  born  <ui  the  St.  Paul  or  St.  (-eorge 
islands.  No  vessel,  to  my  knowledge,  has  ever  met  a 
bainl  of  seals  in  midocean  in  the  North  Pacific.  1 
have  crossed  said  waters  on  three  different  occasions,  and  each  tinu' 
kept-  a  close  lookout  for  them.  The  greater  part  of 
sr!.n7nNmii,'i'»^  the  s«;i!s  that  wc  tiiid  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  are 
born  on  the  islands  in  Bering  Sea.  Most  of  them 
l<'av«' there  in  OctolxM'  and  Xovember.  If  the  weather  is  mild,  they 
stay  longer,  but  when  the  snow  falls  they  h'ave  the  rookery  and  take 
to  the  water.  Mere  they  swim  around  for  some  days,  and  if  it  grows 
milder  and  tlH>  snow  melts  a  great  many  will  haul  ti|> 
again,  but  if  the  weather  renmius  very  cold  all  leave 
and  start  for  the  south. 

The  breeding  cows  and  full-grown  bulls  leave  first,  the  old  bulls  ])er- 
haps  a  month  or  more  before  the  young  males  and  cows.  They  travel 
along  the  coast,  following  the.Iapau  stream  on  both  sides  of  the  Pacific 
Oceim,  those  from  the  Pribilof  Islands  on  this  side,  and  those  from  tue 
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CoTiimandor  Island  on  tlii'  Asiatic  side.  On  the  Aniorican  side,  some 
of  tliem  travel  as  far  sontli  as  Lower  ('alifornia,  and  on  the  Asiatie  side 
as  far  south  as  Japan  and  ]»erhaps  fartlu'r.  On  the  American  coast 
they  are  found  as  early  as  .January  ott'  southern  Cal- 
ifornia, in  limited  numbers,  and  are  more  plentiful 
further  north  later  in  the  season.  They  ftradnally  work 
towards  the  north,  and  about  March  are  "•  bunch inj;''  ott  (Irays  Harbor 
and  the  Columbia  River,  and  are  found  in  larj^c  numl»ers  a  little  later 
about  Cape  Flattery  and  Vancouver  Island.  They  are  found  <'Iose  in- 
shore t(»  40  or  oO  miles  off.  After  -lune  very  few  remain  alonj;'  the 
coast.  A  few  strajiglers  maybe  seen  about  that  tinu';  the  nmst  of  them 
start  in  earnest  for  the  rookeries  alxait  that  finu',  in  the  Meriuf;'  Sea. 
The  cows  are  at  this  tinu' heavy  witii  young,  and  are  slow  and  siuji'gisli. 

In  May,  the  bull  sejils  connnem'e  to  haul  up  on  tke  rookeries,  and  the 
cows  come  three  or  four  weeks  lat<'r.    The  bulls  «'lioose 
such  f>round  as  they  nu'an  to  hold  through  the  summer,  ^^  ^j^j'^"'"""'"-"""' 
light  savagely,  and  th(^  strongest  wins.     Kach  has  his 
own  family,  and  vshould  a  stranger  approach  there  is  war.     On  the  rook- 
eries one  nuiy  see  all  classes  of  seals  apart  from  each 
other,  the  bulls  and  breeding  cows  in  one  place  and   r^K^r"' '''"'' "'' 
the  young  in  another.    The  i)ups  are  born  on  the  rook- 
eries, an<l  remain  with  their  mothers,  living  wholly  ui»on  their  mother's 
milk  until  they  can  go  into  the  sea  and  care  foi'  them- 
selves.   There  is  nothing  on  thelH'ach  tor  the  oM  ones 
to  eat,  and  they  go  several  miles  from   the  rookeries  out  to  sea  to 
obtain  food.     When  the  ])UT)s  are   born  they  can  not 
swim  and  the  mothers  tiik<'  them  to  the  water's  i't\}ie,   j,^ 
where  one  can  see  tlumsands  paddling  and  struggling  in 
tl,e  surf.     The  noise  nnwle  by  the  mothers  crying  for  their  pup.',  and  the 
bleating  otrne]»;ips  in  answer,  make  a  constant  roar.     The  cow  is.'  years 
old  before  sln^  bears. .>onng.     The  pups  are  about  4.'»  days  old  before  they 
can  go  into  the  water,  but  they  nurse  the  mother  as  long  as  tiu'y  stay 
on  the  islaml.    They  are  citiled  "black''  and  '"grsiy"  pni>s;  black  be- 
fore they  shed  their  tlrsr  coat  and  gray  afterwards.     As  they  grow 
older  tlu^  giay  turns  darker,  except  upon  the  neck  and  head;  but  tli,» 
color  (tf  the  hair  does  not  afl«H*t  the  fur,  which  can  be  seen  by  i»arting 
it.     The   thickness  and  length  of  the  fur  det<'rmim's 
the  value  of  the  skin.     They  live  on  fish  ami  seaweed,      '■"""•  "'i''^- 
and  if  they  are  driven  or  hunted  too  hard  on  the  islands  are  liable  to 
migrate  to  some  other  place.     If  they  iire  nujuaged  right  they  may  be 
driven  like  sluH'p  ahnig  the  beaches.     They  do  not  run  fast  ou  shore, 
unless  alarmed,  when  they  give  a  nnin  a  goixl  race  to  catch  them. 

The  people  on  the  islands  pick  out  the  yoinig  males  tor  killing.     One 
blow  over  the  nose  crushes  the  skull  ami  kills  them,      i^jnj,,,. 
They  are  then  skinned  and  tlu^  bodies  ai'c  left  on  the      ^    "'*■ 
fiehl  or  eaten  by  the  natives.     Seal  meat  is  very  good  eating,  but  rather 
dry,  as  the  fat  nuist  be  all  cut  away  to  nndvc  it  eatable.     The  seals  are 
found  on  Sf.  Paul  and  St.  (leorge,  ar»d  on   T.ering  and 
Copper  isiands  in  Bering  Sea.     They  are  also  in  small 
numbers  on  Itobbin  Island  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea.     Sev- 
eral years  ago  they  were  jdentiful  off  Caj)e  Horn,  and  about  twenty 
five  yi^ars  back   I   saw  some  near  Cape  (hkmI  Hope,  and  also  olf  N«!w 
Zealand;  but  whether  they  are  to  b*'  found  theie  now  I  do  not  know. 
The  best  skins  ccnne  from  liering  Sea,  and  the  farther  north  the  bett»M' 
the  skins.     When   the  seals  are  asleep  on  the  water 
they  lie  on  their  backs  with  the  fore  dippers  sticking 
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lip  iind  hi'hl  close  to  the  lioiul.  Tlicy  iilways  liiy  with  tlic  liOinl  towiinl 
tln'  wind,  tiic  fiip]M'rs  hciiij;-  spread  out  and  actinjj:  as  sails  to  keep  tln'in 
steady  in  the  water,  ninkini;'  it  hard  lor  a  boat  to  iip|>roa('li  them  when 
they  arc  awake,  becanse  tln'  noise  ottlie  oars  is  carried  to  then).  It"  a 
boat  comes  upon  tliem  from  tlie  windward  tla'y  will  take  the  scent  and 
dive,  and  if  from  leeward,  they  readily  sec  it,  and  (h>  the  siime. 

On  the  llnitj'd  States  I'acillc  coast  and  Vancouver's  Island,  i'l  fine 
weather,  they  arc  fcuind,  as  1  have  said,  40  or  "»(>  nnles 
ottshore;  but  during  bad  weather  they  approach  ne;!rer 
the  coast.  On  the  .lapan  coas-t,  about  Noveniitcr  or 
ciirlicr,  depending  on  the  weather,  they  ai'c  seen  '.n  great  numbers  among 
the  islands  ott"  the  Nemoro  groui>,  and  I  have  ilso  seen  several  oft"  In- 
neboi-Saki,  but  do  not  know  whether  they  are  to  be  found  oil  tliat  coast 
in  the  spring  or  not.  Steamers  and  schooners  going  north  keep  close 
inshore,  and  in  returning  too  far  ott"  to  wee  seals,  provided  they  travel 
that  coast,  as  I  believe  they  <lo,  many  having  been  sliot  of!"  the  Kurilc 
Islands  in  the  spring  and  sunnncr  months. 

Seven  or  eight  years  ago,  wIhmi  seals  were  hunted  almost  wholly  by 

Indians  with  spears,  a  vessel  hunting  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Flattery 

was  sure  of  getting  several  hundred  skins  in  about  three  months,  fr«»m 

INIarch  to  the  end  of  ]May,  but  at  the  present  time  a  vessel  is  «loingwcll 

if  she  gets  a  mui  '>  smaller  nnmber,  because  the  skins  bring  much 

his.  I  -es.   Therecordsof  "catches"  in  thelast  three 

orloi.         rs  Will  conhrm  any  i)erson  wiio  examines  them 

in  the  belief  that  the  fc  ..Is  are  decreasing  in  the  I'acitic  Ocean  on  the 

American  side.     I  have  no  rea.son  to  doubt  that  it  is  the  same  on  the 

Russian  side.    At  present  they  are  hunted  vigorously,  and  with  better 

methods  than  formerly.    The  hunters  have  had  more  experience  and 

understand  their  habits  better,  but  notwithstanding  this  the  <'atches 

are  d<>creasing  off  the  »!oast.     If  a  vessel  hunts  seals  from  January  to 

May  along  the  coast  and  ])ays  expen.ses  it  does  veil  at  the  jnesent 

time,  and  very  few  do  it.    Nearly  ^dl  vould  h>se  money 

if  the  hunting  was  confined  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  but 

they  depend  on  the  Bering  Sea  catch,  where  the  seals 

are  more  identiful  ami  occupy  a  more  limited  space  as  a  feeding  ground. 

It  is  not  ea.sy  to  tell  a  bull  seal  from  a  (!ow,  or  either  from  a  year-old 

jnii*,  when  they  are  in  the  water,  and  the  hunters  mu.st 

shoot  at  all  the  s(!als  they  see.    If  they  get  them  they 

ar»^  fortunate,  for  at  the  best  many  are  lost.     Some  hunters  rarely  miss 

a  seal  they  tire  at,  but  many  are  wounded,  and  a  seal  with  a  (diarge  <d" 

bullets  and  buck.sliot  in  him  must  be  in  very  vigorous  health  to  recover. 

Some  hunters  never  miss  a  seal  during  the  .season,  but  if  others  get  one 

out  of  fcmr  they  wound  they  are  doing  well. 

The  work  of  seal  hunting  iscarried  on  alxtut  asfollows:  The  hunterand 

boat's  crew  leave  the  vessel  at  daylight,  usually  carry- 

n«w'"ani.Mi'on''""  "'^^  '*"*^  ^'^^^  '^'"^  ^  sliotguii,  thougli  some  of  them  have 
two  shotguns  with  about  fifty  rounds  of  ammunition 
for  ea(di  gun.  If  a  breeze  is  blowing  they  go  under  sail,  or,  if  it  is 
calm,  the  boat  is  lowed.  The  hunter  has  charge  of  the  boat,  no  mat- 
ter if  he  is  not  an  expert  boatman. 

If  a  .sh'cping  s«'al  is  seen,  the  boat  is  run  within  about  100  yards  of 

^,     .        ,  it,  ami  the  sail  and  mast  are  lowered  with  tlie  least 

possible  noise,  as  the  seals  are  easily  awakenetl.    The 

boat  steerer  cautiously  paddh^s  toward   him,  being  careful  to  keep  to 

the  leewanJ,  ami  with  ordinary  care  the  boat  can  come  within  a  few 

feet  of  him  before  he  is  aware  of  it;  then,  if  the  hunter  is  cool,  the  seal 
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is  sure  to  be  captured.  SliouM  the  seal  be  only  wounded,  he  will  dive, 
unless  hit  in  the  tlipiMT  or  nose.  If  he  is  not  killed  so  dca<l  as  to  be 
un.able  to  dive,  ten  to  one  he  will  get  away,  for  it  is  uncertain  where 
he  will  eonie  up,  and  the  boat  may  be  a  long  way  from  him  when  he 
reappears.  In  su<di  ease  the  boat  usually  remains  still,  with  boat  puller 
and  steerer  standing  ready  to  follow  him  as  soon  as  he  is  seen;  but  ho 
very  often  ri.ses  out  of  range  and  gets  away.  An  experieneed  hunter 
and  boat's  «Mew  will  g»'tat  least .s«'venty-tive  per  cent  of  "sleepers"  ami 
jM'rhaps  mi>re;  but  the  sleepers  form  but  a  small  part  of  the  seals  hunted. 
The  noise  of  tirearms  will  awaken  every  seal  within  the  distance  of  half 
a  ndle,  and  put  it  on  the  alert.  The  boats  stay  out  until  dark,  if  the 
weather  is  fiiu',  and  the  live  or  six  usually  carried  by  a  sealiug  vessel 
cover  ail  area  of  iive  or  ten  miles  on  either  side. 

If  the  seal  is  ''tinning  "the  hunter  will  probably  spen<l  ten  or  a 
do/en  rounds  of  ammunition,  provided  he  wounds  it 
with  his  tirst  shot  before  he  takes  it  in,  which  he  often 
fails  to  do.  If  it  is  "breaching" — that  is,Jumping  clear 
of  the  water — the  hunter  will  most  likely  try  a  riHe-shot 
at  it,  as  there  is  a  bare  chance  that  he  may  hit  it.  If  he  w(mn«ls  it  and  it 
escapes  it  is  all  the  same  to  him,  except  that  he  has  one  less  skin. 

To  be  a  good  hunter  a  man  must  be  a  crack  shot  on  the  start,  and 
then  it  will  take  him  at  least  two  seasons  to  learn  the 
motions  of  the  seal,  so  as  to  hv  considered  an  expert.  ti.Insoi."  ''""''"'"" 
lie  nuist  understau<l  how  to  ai)proach  the  seals  under 
all  circumstances  so  as  not  to  arouse  them,  and  nuist  also  have  a  good 
boat  steerer,  as  a  great  deal  depends  on  him.  Perfect  (juiet  must  be 
kept  in  the  boat,  or  the  seal  will  be  awakened;  and  the  boat  steerer 
must  understand  the  seal's  habits  as  well  as  the  hunter,  in  oi-der  to 
know  where  to  head  his  boat  and  where  to  keep  her.  A  crew  new  to 
the  busiiu'ss  sometimes  makes  a  good  catch,  but  it  is  generally  at  the 
expense  of  a  large  proportion  of  seals  that  are  killed  an<l  lost,  or 
w<)unded  and  escai)e.  The  vessels  engaged  in  the  sraiinyiint:  si/...,.f 
sealing  busiuess  range  from  15  to  1")0  tons  burden,  or  vi.s, n nmi  .■.inii.iii. m 
more,  large  vessels  being  in  favor  because^  they  can  *'"''''"'- 
carry  more  boats,  with  less  expense  in  proportion  to  size,  than  the 
small  ones. 

The  principal  ports  from  which  sealiug  vessels  sail  jire  V^ictoria, 
British  (Jolumbia,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Port  Townsend, 
Wash.,  and  Yokohama,  Japan.  The  tleet  from  Vic-  J^"""'  i'""^'"  "'  ''"' 
t«ria  comprises  sixty  vessels  or  more,  and  one  will 
travel  the  world  over  without  tindiug  better  or  faster  schooners  than 
some  of  them  are.  Next  to  Victoria  in  numbers  comes  San  Francisco, 
all  under  the  Amerii^an  Hag.  Yokohama  formerly  sent  out  twelvi^  or 
thirteen  vessels  under  ditferent  flags.  I  have  seen  vessels  operating 
from  that  port  Hying  the  Dutiih,  (icrman,  French,  Russian,  AnuM-ican, 
English,  and  Japaut'se  Hags,  engaged  at  otter  and  seal  hunting.  About 
seven  or  eight  vessels  are  from  I'uget  S(mnd.  The  Victoria  and  Paget 
Sound  Heet  attends  only  to  sealing,  while  the  vessels  from  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Yokoluuna  engage  in  otter-hunting  and  sealing  cond)ined.  The 
vessels  carry  from  one  to  seven  boats  each,  an<leiu*h  boat  except  the  one 
carried  at  the  stern  is  manned  by  three  men.  In  going  upon  the  hunt 
the  hunter  stands  forward,  the  boat  |uiller  sits  in  tlie  center«»f  the  boat, 
and  the  boat  steerer  in  the  stern.  The  boats  are  from  1<S  to  -'0  feet 
long  and  carry  usually  tw»  i)airs  of  oars,  three  or  more  ,.a(hlles,  a  short 
seal-cbU)  to  kill  the  seal  witli  (if  he  is  alive  when  they  get  him  along- 
side), a  gatf  with  a  long  staff  to  hook  him  up  if  he  sinks,  a  fog  horn,  j, 
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compass,  an  aminniiitioii  box  for  the  liuntcr,  a  wutor-boaker,  a  box  for 
food,  a  small  sprit  sail  and  mast,  and  at  least  one  shotftun. 

Vessels  that  are  manned  by  Indians  do  not  carry  hnntinj>-  boats  as  a 
rule.  The  Indians  furnish  their  own  canoes  and  spears,  and  often  a 
shotgun  or  rifle,  or  both.  A  vessel,  say, of  70  tons,  will  carry  six  boats, 
Ave  of  them  hnntinj?  boats,  and  cme  at  the  stern.  The  owner  furnishes 
guns,  ammunition,  boats,  food,  etc.,  and  engages  the  ciiptain  and  hunt- 
ers. The  captain  employs  the  boat  ])nllers,  steerers,  and  th<'  crew, 
th<mgh  in  some  cases  the  hunters  engage  their  own  pullers  and  steerers. 
A  vessel  of  this  size  would  carry  twenty-one  men,  all  told,  including  a 
captain,  mate,  cook,  five  hunters,  nine  men  for  the  boats,  one  spare  man, 

and  a  boy.    The  nuvster's  wages  range  from  s??")  to  $100 
^^"'^*"''  per  month;  but  some  of  them  get  wages  only,  while 

others  have  wages  ,".nd  a  "lay,''  that  is,  a  share  of  the  profits,  (mkxI 
hunters  get  froni  $3  to  ^'A.iii)  per  skin  for  every  one  they  bring  on  b(»ar«l ; 
but  each  hunter  has  his  im«!e  and  makes  terms  with  the  owner,  which 
he  keeps  to  himself.  The  crew  receive  $30  per  mcuith,  and  have  some 
times  a  private  agreement  with  the  hunter  to  10  to  2.">  cents  adtlitiomd 
out  of  his  ()wn  pocket  fo"  each  skin  brought  on  board ;  for,  as  I  hav«^ 
said,  nuich  depends  upon  the  steerer,  and  each  has  his  favorite.  The 
ntate  gets  frcun  >^iit  to  $50  i)er  m<uith,  the  use  of  the  stern  boat,  and  $1 
for  every  skin  he  brings  on  board.  The  cook  receives  from  $50  to  $80 
per  month,  according  to  the  number  of  men  he  cooks  for. 

The  first  vessels  leave  about  January,  ami  from  then 
KiiwmVdiouteHtuken;  ""t'^  '^'i^i*'!"  they  are  becoming  fewer  in  port  every  day. 

They  go  to  sonu'  of  the  bays  and  inlets  ui)on  Vancou- 
ver's I  slan<l,  off  Cape  I'iattery,  or  down  along  the  ('alifornia  coast.  INIany 
hunt  in  a  circuit  from  Cape  P^lattery  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
liiver  on  the  south,  and  to  the  ncu'th  end  of  Vancouver's  Island  on  the 
north,  as  the  head  hunter  or  captain  may  determine.  Some  think,  by 
going  south  and  following  the  .seals  up  as  they  move  northward  they 
will  catch  more;  while  others  believe  they  can  do  better  by  staying 

close  to  Cai>e  Flattery.    Tliose  vessels  which  carry  In- 
n<ianore«s.  (ban  huutcrs  go  to  the  Indian  villages,  and  some  of 

them  take  as  many  as  fifteen  canoes  if  they  can  get  them.  Of  late 
ycrrs  the  Iu<lians  arc  learning  the  prices  of  skins,  and  claim  more  than 
the  owners  can  afford  to  i)ay.  They  always  want  to  ship  on  a  first-class 
scln)oner,  unless  they  own  it,  when  any  rattletrap  will  do.  When 
they  start  for  liering  Sea  they  usually  leave  a  part  of  their  canoes 
liehind,  taking  about  one-third  less  than  they  used  in  the  spring  catch. 
The  vessels  furnish  them  flour,  biscuits,  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  and  a  little 
meat,  when  they  cannot  get  fresh  seal  meat.  They  liave  two  men  to 
each  canoe.  The  head  man  of  the  canoe  receives  the  money  and  pays 
his  assistant,  Each-cam)e  is  usually  provided  with  a  couple  of  steerers, 
and  cither  a  shotgun  or  rifie.  The  most  skillful  hunter  among  Indians 
on  board  is  called  "  captain,"  and  it  is  his  duty  to  tell  his  men  when 
and  where  to  lower  their  canoes  for  hunting,  and  to  transact  all  business 
between  them  and  the  captain  of  the  vessel.  Seven  or  eight  years  ago 
the  Indians  were  paid  by  the  length  of  the  skin,  but  now  they  are  paid 
by  its  grade. 

In  fine  weather  the  boats  leave  the  vessel  at  daylight  and  hunt  until 
'dark,  t'lking  about  oiui  day's  pr<»visi(ms  with  them;  and  slumld  tlu'y 
get  lost  in  a  fog  they  have  a  hard  time  until  they  are  i)ickcd  up  by 
some  vessel.  VVheii  the  biMits  cone  alongside  the  vessel,  at  night,  tho 
skins  are  CDunte  I  on  deck  for  each  bnat;  the  mati'  takes  cluirge  of 
them  and  salts  tUem  down  in  the  hold,  and  the  crew  of  each  boat  gets 
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credit  for  tlie  skins  it  captured.  The  work  <'oiitinue8  until  the  sprinj^ 
season  is  iinislicd,  wiien  some  go  to  Victoria  to  relit,  and  otliei'sin  ISan- 
el.v  Sound,  and  send  their  skins  to  Victoria  by  steamer,  witli  onlers  for 
supplies  to  be  sent  to  them  when  the  steamer  returns.  Otiiers  j^-o  on 
witiiout  eomiufi'  into  port  to  Saiul  I'oint,  or  some  other  phiee  on  tlie 
eoast,  where  there  is  a  store,  and  take  supplies  iM'fore  enterinj;'  IJerlnjif 
Sea.  They  do  not  like  to  go  into  Victoria,  because  they  usually  have 
trouble  with  their  crews.  The  work  is  hard  and  danjicrous.  Tlie  pay 
is  snnill,  and  many  run  away  when  they  get  a  chance.  There  are  very 
few  sailors  among  the  crews,  the  most  of  them  being  green  hands.  Of 
course  each  vessel  carries  two  or  three  sailors  in  case  anytiiing  hap- 
l>ens  to  the  rigging  or  sails. 

When  they  arrive  in  Bering  Sea  later  in  the  season,  they  start  in  to 
work  in  earnest.  The  water  is  full  of  them  and  you 
can  hear  them  firing  all  around.  The  vessels  enter  the  ,,,//,V,'.ii',',7  '^''"'  '""""^ 
sea  alxmt  July,  but  get  the  most  of  the  seals  in  August 
or  early  September,  when  the  weather  gets  bad,  but  they  usindly  have 
a  good  catch  by  that  time,  if  not  interfered  with.  When  the  hunting 
is  finished  they  return  to  the  home  port,  the  crew  is  pai<l  off",  the  ves- 
sel is  laid  u]),  and  tlu;  owner  takes  charge  of  the  skins  and  either  sells 
them  in  the  home  i)ort  or  ships  them  to  Lon(h)n. 

As  I  have  said  before,  the  imps  are  not  able  to  take  care  of  themselv  'S 
until  they  are  si^veral  weeks  old,  and  the  cows  must  go  off  into  the 
wat«'r  to  get  food  for  themselves.     It  stands  to  reason 
that  if  the  mothers  are  killed  while  away  from  the  wh'ii.I'lw.i'ini.'' *''"'' 
island,  and  the  ]mps  are  left  there  alone,  they  will 
surely  die;  and  it  is  a  fact  that  many  mothers  are  killed  in  IJering  Sea. 
If  no  seals  were  killed  betw«?en  the  1st  dav  of  April 
and  the  1st  day  of  September  they  would'  increase;  HL''."*4";.n!''" '''  " 
but  itwonhl  take  international  agreement  to  make  kill- 
ing of  seals  an  ottense  during  this  season.    It  is  not  alone  in  Bering- 
Sea  that  the  i)ups  and  cows  are  destroyed.     Keep  all      ex.  lusimi  ir..iii 
vessels  out  of  tliese  waters,  and  let  the  same  nundier   iJ.Minn   s,a    imt 
of  vessels  as  are  now  afloat  hunt  seals  in  the  Xorth  ^"""-'' 
Pacific,  and  in  a  few  years  there  will  be  none  in  Bering  Stsi.     If  the 
present  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  sealing  is  permitted  to  continue 
in  the  business  from  two  to  five  years  longer  I  think  the  seals  will  be 
exterminated  or  nearly  so.      I  am  certain  the  seals  are  doomed    to 
extinction  unless  some  imnu'diate  acti(Mi  is  taken  to  protect  them  froai 
the  slaughter  that  is  now  going  on.    The  seah'rs  care 
nothing  about  preserving  the  seals,  and  say  that  the   „inrJ,rpiV/i'", tc'd.'*''" 
smaller  the  catch  is  the  more  valuable  the  skins  will 
become  iuthe  miirket,  and  the  higher  the  prices  paid  for  them.     In  thcii- 
whole  conduct  of  the  business  they  are  controlled  by  tlu^  desire  to  kill 
as  many  as  possible  in  order  that  they  may  enhance  the  valuer  of  future 
catches. 

William  Buknnan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  June,  A.  1).  1S!L*. 
[SEAL.]  JJ.  A.  MoKknzik, 

A'otary  Viiblic. 
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Deposition  of  James  Dalparduo,  settler  (master). 

pelagic;  sealing. 

James  Dalgarduo,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland  and  am  5H  years  of  ag**;  liave  rcsiiled 
Exp«rienco.  in  the  United  States  forty-five  yesirs,  and  have  been  a. 

naturalized  citizen  forty  years;  I  am  a  resi«lent  of  i*ort 
Townsend  and  have  resided  in  this  vi<*inity  for  the  past  forty  years, 
during  which  period  I  followed  the  business  of  fishing  an<l  piloting. 
I  have  been  in  the  seal-hunting  schooners  for  a  period  of  eight  years, 
eitlier  as  master  or  owner  of  the  schooner,  and  1  hunted  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Cape  Flattery,  say  30  miles  off  the  cape  in  each  direction. 
Tlie  first  six  years  I  employed  Indian  hunters  from  ('ape  Flattery  and 
they  used  sjiears  exclusively,  as  the  opinion  then  was  that  the  sound 
of  firearms  would  tend  to  drive  off  the  seals  as  well  as  waken  the  sleep- 
ing ones,  thus  making  it  more  difficult  to  secure  them. 

During  two  of  the  eight  years  I  employed  mixed  crews,  some  In- 
dians and  some  whites;  some  using  rifles  and  some  using  spears.  The 
catch  was  in  round  numbers  from  l,r»00  to  3,0()0  skins  per  year,  these 
figures  rei)resenting  the  lowest  and  the  highest  numbers  ever  taken  by 
me  in  any  one  year.  Fron»  75  i)er  cent  to  SO  per  e«'nt 
of  all  the  seals  taken  were  mothers  in  young,  and  when 
cut  open  on  deck  we  found  the  young  within  them.  It 
is  my  experience  that  very  few,  if  any,  seals  were  lost  by  the  hunters 
w„=t„  r  ve  who  uscd  the  spear,  but  fully  7r»  per  cent  of  all  those 

Waste  of  Ufo.  *  '  i       .'      t    i  •       i  i 

kdled  by  the  riHe  were  lost.  I  have  eruise<l  up  and 
down  the  coast  of  Vancouver  Island,  but  never  found  a  place  where 
fur-seals  hauled  out  upon  shore,  nor  have  I  ever  heard 
of  any  fur-seal  rookeries  in  the  Xorthern  Hemisphere, 
except  those  in  Bering  Sea.  I  have  never  seen  seals 
born  in  the  water  or  on  beds  of  kelp,  nor  do  I  believe 
a  young  pup  could  live  if  brought  forth  at  sea.  It  was 
while  the  seals  were  asleep  on  the  water,  as  a  rule,  that  the  Indian 
hunters  succeeded  in  capturing  them  with  tlu^  spear, 

si.oar!'""'  "'*''  *'"'  '^^^^  t'"'"*  •'"*  t''^  leason  they  lost  but  very  few  of  what 
they  killed.    Were  I  engaged  at  present  in  sealing  I 
shouhl  prefer  the  spear  to  the  rifle  or  shotgun,  and  I  believe  its  use  is 
not  near  so  destructive  to  seal  life. 

JA31ES  Dalgarduo. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  May,  1892. 

rloSEPH  JM  IT  uu AY, 
United  States  Treasury  Agent. 
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Beposition    of  Thomas  Fraser,  sealer. 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Thomas  Frazer,  being  duly  sworn,  dei)oses  and  says:  I  am  a  native 

of  England,  and  am  r>i)  years  old; have  been  seventeen 

Exiwrieiico.  ycars  iu  the  United  States,  of  which  I  am  a  citizen.    I 

am  a  resident  of  Port  Townsend,  aiul  have  residetl  iu 

this  vicinity  during  the  past  seventeen  years.    My  occupation  is  that 
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of  seaniim,  and  I  have  hunted  seals  ottCaito  IHattery  for  sixteen  years. 
In  1H91  1  was  a  hunter  on  board  the  'lumen  (}.  Siaui, 
of  Port  To\vnsen<l,  and  we  went  alonj^-  tlu'  eoast  and   ^^^(""*'    ''    '""""'• 
Ah'utian   Cliain   to  the   ishmd   of  Seiiaek.     We  left 
Neeah  Bay  about  Alay  1.'5,  and  <'oninieneed  sealing  aloufj:  the  eoast  of 
Vancouver,  and  we  tiiushed  oti"  Four  Mountain  I'ass.     VVeinadeaeateh 
of  IL'S  skins.     Tlie  IT.  S.  steamer   Thetis  spoke  us  oTi  .Inly  ."J,  and  our 
<'a|>tain,  Thomas  Powers,  said  we  had  L'lS  skins;  but  at  tiiat  time  wc 
had  oidv  IIH  skins  aboard;  we  took  the  others  after 
beiu},'  warned  by  the  Thefts.     We  had  seven  i>oats,  but   ^.^^^ '""•«"'>  ""■  '''"' 
v«'  had  only  four  white  hunters;  ten  hunters  w«'re  na- 
tives from  Neeah  Bay  and  Vancouver. 

We  used  botii  shotguns  and  spears,  as  o<*<'asion  r<M|uired.  When  wo 
see  plenty  (»f  seals  in  sight  w»'  n^Vi  the  spear,  and  when  weseeonlyone 
or  two  we  use  tlu'  shotgun.  OttCape  Flattery  there  is  hardly  a  dozen 
huge  nudes  taken  out  of  every  thousand  large  seals  whose  skins  are 
called  tirst  class;  all  the  nud«'s  taken  here  are  siiudl  ones.  There  is  no 
way  by  which  hunters  «'an  tlistingiiish  sex  while  the  seals  are  in  the 
water,  nor  do  we  aim  to  do  so;  the  killing  is  alwavs 
done  la  an  indiscrinunate  way.  '      .^[>i<ii-"i"i"aiekiii. 

The  seals  are  not  so  nunu'rous  off  Tape  Flattery  as 
they  used  to  be  some  years  ago,  and  it  is  my  opinion  it 
is  owing  to  the  constant  huuiing  by  so  many  schooners.     I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  in  onler  to  save  the  seal  from  extermina- 
tion all  pelagic  hunting  in  Bering  Sea  should  be  pro-  ..X';"';"""""  "'^'''' 
hibited. 

Thomas  Frazer. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lid  day  of  May,  l.S!>2. 

.loSKPII    Ml  KKAY, 

United  iStates  Tieasufy  Aycnt. 


Dt'ci't'iisc. 


m 


l»»i 


Deposition  of  Chad  George,  sealer. 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 


Chad  George,  being  duly  sworn,  de])oses  and  says:    I  wjis  born  at 
Neah  Bay,  and  luive  lived  there  all  my  life;  am  27 
y«'ars  old;  have  been  a  seal  hunter  ever  sin(!e  I  was  a     Expiriunco. 
snnillboy.    I  lavespent  three  seasons  in  BeringSea.   Vor 
the  last  eight  years  1  have  been  engaged  as  hunter.    Spent  the  three  sea- 
sons in  Bering  Sea  on  the  schooners  Alfred  Adams  aiul      j^^.^,  ^^^^^^^ 
Lottie.     We  tirst  tind  the  seal  off  Cape  I'Mattery  in  ,Ian-     jJt7e. 
nary.     I  foUowed  the  seal  up  the  coast  into  Bering  Sea, 
where  we  arrived  the  last  of  ,Iuue.     Hav«>  always     '  'f-'""""- 
used  spear  for  taking  seal,  and  but  very  few  are  lost.    Most  all  the  seals 
taken  by  me  wen^  females  with  pup.     Most  of  the  seals 
killed  in  Bering  Sea  have  been  cows  with  nnlk.     I  lave  ,..i;l;.T.li:  ""  """-"'""' 
never  taken  a  bull  seal  olf'  the  coast  of  Washington, 
but  have  taken  a  few  farther  north.    A  few  y<uing  males  are  taken  oft' 


the  coast  of  Washington.    ( -an  not  distinguish  the  sex 

ig  that  (H)mes  j„|, 
near  the  bosit,  regardless  of  sex.    Seal  have  decreased 


of  seal  iu  the  water,  but  spear  everythiu} 

oil  the  coast  very  fast  the  last  four  years.    The  reason 
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of  tlu*  (Umtcsis*'  is  too  innrli  Imiitiii;;  aixl  iiiiliscriiniiiiitc  killing;.  IFavo 
never  known  or  In-iird  ofpnjts  beinj;  luirn  in  tlie  wiiter 
Of  iinywiine  else  on  the  eoast  ontside  of  tlie  l'iH»iIof 
Islands.  Have  never  known  any  fur-seal  to  Ininl  out 
on  tlie  land  or  on  the  eoast  elsewhere  tlian  the  I'lihilof 
Islands.     Have  killed  seals  Uno  miles  from  the  Tribilof 

Islands  that  W4're  full  of  milk.  I  thiiM<  that  all  pela;>i('  sealing  should 
be  st«)|>|)ed  for  live  or  six  ye;irs,  an«l  the  seal  w«»nld 
become  plenty  ayain. 

Chad  (Ikokck. 

Subscribed  an<l  sworn  to  belbre  nie  tliis  26th  day  of  Ajuil,  ISIL*. 

A.  \V.  Lavkndei}, 
Uniti'U  States  Treasury  Ayent. 


No  |M'lii);ir  liii'tli. 

Do  not  biiiil  out  on 
llinil  l-lHt'U'lll'I'r  I  llll  II 
I'i'illilol    InlllllllH. 


Protui'tiuu. 


1,3 


'i% 


Deposition  of  Norman  Hodgson,  sealer. 

HAIHTS. 

Norman  TTodyson,  beinj;  duly  sworn,  (lejmses  and  saith:  T  reside  at 

I'ort  Townsend,  State  of  Washington,  and  am  a  fur- 

ExpcrUiuf.  ^p.^i  |,„,,|g,.  i,y  o('<'ui>ation.     I  have  eiijiajicd  in  that 

luirsuit  four  seasims,  in  tin*  yt-ars  1.S.S7,  18SS,  1S8J>,  and  ISJM.  I  saih  d 
in  vessels  elearinj;'  from  I'tut  Townsend  two  seasons,  and  in  otheis 
from  Vietoria,  T>ritish  Cobuubia,  for  two  seasons.  We  tirst  fell  in  with 
fur-seals  movin<>'  north  early  in  the  month  of  Febrnaiy,  about  .">(> 
ndles  oH'  the  eoast  in  the  rejuion  of  Cape  Mendocino,  California.  They 
were  very  scarce  thi'U,  biit  as  we  traveled  np  the  coast  w«'  found  tl  <'m 
more  numerous.  They  w:.'i'e  most  ]dentiful  oft'  the  monthof  the  Columbia 
J'lver  in  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  Mar<'li.  The  nn"- 
Misiiiiioii.  gratory  movemt'ut  of  the  fur-seal  is  from  the  southward 

to  the  northward  and  westward,  foUowiny  the  {general  trend  of  the 
coast  of  the  mainland.  The  main  herd  is  most  comjiactly  massed  be- 
tween 40  and  GO  miles  oft'  shore,  but  some  of  the  seals  st-atter  and 
strafiji'le  over  an  area  a  long  <listance  on  each  side  of  that.  The  males 
are  generally  in  advance  of  the  females  on  the  jtassage  north.  Females 
are  found  in  the  gi-eatest  numbers  oft"  liaranoft'  Island  alnrnt  the  ndddle 
of  the  month  of  3Iay.  We  followed  the  main  herd  up  the  coast  as  far 
as  the  southwestern  end  of  Kadiak  Island,  where  we  usually  left  them  on 
account  of  their  diminished  nund>ers.  We  woidd  then  go  to  Sand  Point, 
l*o]»ott"  Island,  about  the  ^."ith  of  June,  refit  and  re])air  the  vessel  antl 
take  on  board  fresh  supplies,  and  then  start  tor  IJer- 
ing  Sea,  which  we  generally  entere<l  about  the  10th  of 
.Inly.  We  remained  in  the  sea  until  the  tirst  jtart  of 
Sejitember,  when  we  wouhl  leave  it  on  account  of  bad  weather,  return 
ing  in  a  direct  line  to  I*uget  Sound. 
I  think  the  duration  of  tlie  winter  season  has  a  direct  bearing  on  the 
northward  niigration  of  the  fur-seal  siiecies,  as  I  have 
Bftbrt8'mignlti..n."'*'^'  observed  that  they  move  that  way  eailier  after  an  open 
winter  than  an  unusually  severe  one.  The  first  season 
and  the  last  two  our  hunters  were  all  white  men;  but  on  my  second 
cruise  we  carried  mostly  West  Coast  Indians  from  Vancouver  Island 
as  hunters.  The  Indians  used  spears  jmncipally,  while 
the  white  hunters  em])loyed  breech-loading  tirearms 
(rifles  and  shotguns)  ext-liisively.  Indians  using  spears  recover  more 
than  90  per  cent  of  all  fur-seals  struck,  while  the  white  hunter  secures 
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OH  an  sivorage  about  00  or  05  \wr  cent  of  all  Ciir  scmIs  sliot  in  the  season. 
With  whites,  their  {greatest  losses  oe(Mir  durinjn'  the  \va«t.  i,f  iin.. 
earlier  part  of  the  season.  Moi-e  fur-seals  are  Inst  in 
proportion  which  aw  killed  by  meiins  of  a  sliot;;uii 
than  with  a  ritle.  Of  the  seals  secured  in  a  season 
fully  70  per  cent  are  females,  and  of  tlu'se  nior«'  than  00 
percent  are  pregnant  and  milking  cows.  The  males 
taken  are  about  equally  divided  in  numbers  between  yearlings  and 
baclu'lors  from  the  ages  of  2  to  ">  yeai's;  bulls  are  seldom  shot.  It  is 
impossible  to  distinguish  positively  between  females  and  males  (other 
than  large  bulls)  in  the  water  at  sea,  and  n<)  eti'ort  is  nuide  to  do  so. 
Fidl-powered  bulls  are  readily  recognized  by  their  great  bulk  and 
darker  fur  The  killing  of  fur-s<'als  is  therefore  abso- 
lutely intliscriminate,  as  tlu'  obj«M't  is  to  secure  all  the 
skins  jtossible,  iri'cspective  ot  sex,  age,  or  condition.  All 
fur  seals  sink  rapidly  after  being  kilh'd,  anil  females  heavy  witli  young 
go  down  soonest}  a  great  deal  (lepen<ls  on  the  way  a  seal  is  shot,  how- 
ever. 

If  the  seal  be  shot  with  the  hea<l  tlown,  as  in  theact  of  diving,  it3 
momentum  sends  it  under  foi-  a  monuMit  oi-  two,  when 
it  will  (piickly  rise  to  the  surface  and  float  until  the  air 
in  its  body  escap«'s,  Avhich  generally  occupies  anywhere  t'voxn  tive  to 
ten  minutes.  A  seal  shot  with  its  head  up  almost  always  sinks  in- 
stantly. Fur-seals  shot  when  sleeping  occasionally  go  down  at  once, 
but  the  rule  is  for  them  to  tloat  for  three  or  four  mimites.  They  should 
be  approached  from  tire  leeward,  and  if  slutt  in  the  back  of  the  head 
may  almost  invai'iably  be  recoveicil.  1  do  not  believe  it  possible  for 
fur-seals  to  breed  or  eoi)ulate  in  the  water  at  sea,  and 
never  saw  nor  heard  of  the  action  taking  i)lace  on  a 
l)atch  of  floating  kelp.  I  have  never  seen  a  young  fur- 
seal  pup  of  the  same  season's  birth  in  the  water  at  sea  nor  on  a  patcli 
of  floating  kelp,  and  in  fact  never  knew  of  their  being  b()rn  anywhere 
save  cm  a  rookery.  1  have,  however,  cut  oju'ii  a  gravid 
cow  and  taken  the  young  one  from  its  mother's  womb, 
alive  and  ciying.  1  do  not  b<'lieve  it  ]>ossible  for  a  fur- 
seal  pup  to  be  successfully  raised  unless  bcu'u  ami  nursed  on  a  rookery. 
1  have  seen  fur-seals  resting  (Ui  patches  of  tioating  kelp  at  sea,  but  do 
not  believe  they  ever  haul  up  for  breeding  purposes 
anywhere  except  on  rookeries.  I  have  never  hearo  of, 
nor  have  1  any  knowldge  of,  any  fur-seal  rookeries  in 
the  North  Pacitic,  other  than  those  (ui  the  seal  islands 
of  Bering  Sea.  While  in  Bering  Sea  we  cruisc«l 
around  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  all  directions,  often  coming 
of  them,  but  never  landing  or  making  any  attempt  to  proimriion  ..t  tv- 
do  so.  The  proporticm  of  females  taken  to  imiles  was  mai.» lakon in HerinK 
about  70  per  cent,  more  than  two-thirds  of  these  being  '^'■"' 
nursing  cows,  while  the  renminder  were  two-year-olds  and  yearlings. 

On  tirst  entering  the  sea  an  occasional  i)re,';i:.i  tcow  would  be  taken, 
but  this  was  uncouunon.  Of  the  nudes  tak'  n  the  Uering  Sea  the 
numbers  of  yearlings  and  very  young  bachelnrs  was  about  equal;  no 
bulls  were  ever  taken.  1  ol)served  that  nursing  cows  range  from  00  to 
80  miles  from  the  I'ribilof  Islands  to  feed,  aiul  were  .     ,    ,. 

U/  .  i.1        1  1  i.      1        1  •  iM'iiialcs  tci'ilinj'. 

ways  most  numerous  m  a  southerly  and  westerly  di- 
rection from  them.     After  leaving  Bering  Sea  oui-  course  was  direct  to 
Puget  Sound,  only  scattering  specimens  of  fur  seal  life  being  observed 
en  route;  most  of  these  were  young  males.    I  have  not 
personally  noticed  any  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  the 
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fu;-  ,s(>iils|)('ci(>8,  bill  flii'-.k  tliiit  tlic  constiiiit  and  iii(1iscriiiiiniit4>s1nu;i:1it(>r 
nf  fliciM  must  tend  liir^-cly  to  tliiit  riid.     It  is  my  iM-licf 

I'rohililllon    n.n«.    ^^^.^^  j^  ,„.,|,.,.  (,,  picsciVO  liir  S»':ll    life    tVoill   oxti'iiiiiiia- 


wiry 


tiuii  all  |)('la;;'U'  iiiiiitiii^' Hhould  bcHtoitpi'd  and  Itrrinp' 
Sea  <'losed. 

Norman  HoixisoN. 

Subsi-ribcd  and  .sworn  to  before  mo  tliis  IStli  <biy  of  April,  1S'>2, 

.I<»SKI'H    Ml'lMfAV, 

United  IStatt'H  TrcaHury  Aycnt. 


Dcjwsltion  of  ().  Ilohn,  owner  of  nehooner  ChaUenye, 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

O.  ITobn,  being'  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  at  AVliatcoin, 

Wash.     I  am  part  owner  of  the  sealiiij?  schooner  I'hal- 

Exiuiienco.  /«««/'',  sHid  was  o\\  boai'd  of  her  last  season  in  JkM'iii<>; 

Sea.     We  arriv<'d  in  the  Sea  sometime  in  .Inly.     Wlu-n 

we  first  entered  Berinj;  Sea  we  went  direct  to  St.  .Mathews  Islands. 

As  near  as  1  know,  seal  were  taken  last  y«'ar  from  00  to  KM)  miles  from 


the  I'ribilof  Islands.     IMostall  the  seals  taken  in  15 


MiiHt   all 

L'lllillfS. 


niirmiij,'  g^^.^  were  females  with  milk.     But  one  old  bull   was 
taken,  and  twoyounj;"  males,  brtt  no  females  with  puji. 

Tlu'shotfjun  was  exclusively  used  by  our  hunters.    I  can  form  no  idea  iis 

to  the  amount  of  seals  lost.     S(Mne  hunters  lost  more  and  some  less. 
It  ranges  all  the  way  from  10  to  75  percent,  accordiii};- 
to  stcu'ies  told  by  hunters.     Hunters  use  no  discrimi- 
nation in  shooting  seal,  but  kill  everything  that  <*oir 
They  could  not  discriminate  if  they  wanted  to,  as 
sex  can  not  be  told  in  the  water.    I  have  nev<'r  kn 
any  seal  pnjis  to  be  born  on  the  water,  or  on  the  land 
any  where,  exv'ept  on  the  I'ribilof,  Islands.     Have  never 
known  of  seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land  anywhere,  except 
on  the  I'ribilof  Ishmds.    1  think  tluat  all  pelagic  seal 
hunting  shouhl  be  stopi)ed  for  a  number  of  years,  and 

give  the  seal  a  chance  to  increase,  and  if  this  is  not  done  they  will 

soon  become  exterminated. 

O.  IIOLM. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  3d  of  IMay,  1892. 

A.  W.  Laven'jer, 
United  Staten  TreasH'y  Agent. 
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Deposition  of  Alf  YoJiansen,  scaler. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Alf  Yohansen,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 

Exporienci).  I  reside  in  Seattle;  am  a  hunter  by  occupaiion;  have 

hunted  seals  two  seasons;  one  season  on  the  *v//j  Jose, 

as  hunter,  and  now  as  hunter  on  the  schooner  Adventure.  Begin  to  hunt 
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H(«al  off"  Sail  Fiiiiicisro  in  Folnuaiy,  and  followed  tlu'iii up  tlu' coast  as  far 

asSliiiiiiakiii  Islands,  wliicli  we  i'(>acli«Mltlic  last  of  June. 

The  seal  all  disappeaied  from  there  at  this  time.    The      ^"«'"""" 

shot^iun  is  used  altojjetlier  for  takinj;'  seal.     About  ^{.■{.\  per  e«'nt  «»f  the 

seal  shot  are  lost.     We  use  no  disciimimition  in  Uillinj;  seal,  but  shoot 

everything' that  comes  near  the  boat,    (juite  a  num 

ber  (tf  yearlinj^s  weie  taken.     About  GO  p»'r  cent  of  the 

seals  taken  by  me  have  been  cows  with  pup.     >»ever 

killed  but  one  old  bull  in  my  life  and  that  was  neai' 

Kodiak  Island.     Took  (|uite  a  nundier  of  youn^^  males, 

1  should  think  two  and  thret;  year  olds.     Ilunt«'rs  always  shoot  a  seal 

in  the  head  when  they  can  do  so.     If  we  can't  shoot  them  in  the  head 

we  shoot   them  in  the  chest   if  possible.     What  seals  we  have  seen 

this  year  are  very  wild  and  hard  to  jict  at.    The  cause  of  theii'  beinj; 

wild  is  tln^  indiscriminate  shooting-  of  them  in  the  water.    1  have  never 

seen  any  pups  born  in  the  water,  uov  have  I  ever  heard 

of  any  fur-seal  haulinij;  up  ou  the  land  anywhere  in 

Alaska.     I  have  not  seen  a  fur  seal  within  o  nules  of  ihe  land  alouff 

the  Alaskan  coast.     I  think  there  shouhl  be  a  closed  season  established 

some  part  of  the  year,  so  they  could  have  a  rest,  as  the 

constant  hunting  of  them  in  the  open  waters  is  soon 

{•■oing  to  destroy  them. 

Alf  Yoiiansen. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  iL'th  day  t»f  May,  ISJL'. 

A.  W.  Lavender, 
United  IStatcH  Treasury  Agent. 


NtipelnKi)'  1)irtli8. 
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Deposition  of  James  E.  Lennan,  scaler  (master). 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

James  E.  Lennait,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saith:  T  reside  at 
PortTownsend,  State  of  Washington,  and  am  by  occupation  master  and 
pilot  of  steam  vessels  in    the   waters  of  the    Pacific 
0(!ean  coastwise  to  the  liering  Sea.     I  have  had  eight-     Exiwrioiue. 
een  years'  experience  in  the  waters  of  Alaska,  and  am 
well  ac<iuainted  with  the  Nortlnvest  (.'oast  from  San  Francisco  to  Attn 
Island,  including  liering  Sea  and  its  coast  line.    1  have  sailed  as  mas- 
ter of  tiading  and  supi)ly  vessels  for  a  number  of  years 
in  Alaska,  and  in  the  year  1887  was  master  of  a  seal- 
ing schooner  clearing  from  Victoria.    We  had  eight  canoes  and  sixteen 
West  coast  Indian  hunters,  who  used  spears  and  shot- 
guns, the  former  almost  entirely,  however.    Of  all  the 
fur-seals  struck  in  the  entire  season  by  both  imple- 
ments more  than  two-thirds  were  actually  secured,  the 
greater  proportion  of  losses  resulting  from  the  use  of 
the  shotgun.    We  left  Vancouver  Island  on  the  1st  of  June,  «and  on  the 
Dth  of  the  same  month,  when  off  liaranoff  Island,  put  over  the  hunting 
canoes  for  the  first  time.    We  stayed  with  the  main 
herd  of  the  seals  until  the2(}th  of  June,  following  them  „„a^!,*;ai;V«'..»iinli"*'' 
along  tlie  coast  to  the  vicinity  of  Cape  St.  Elias,  where 
Ave  left  them  and  stood  across  to  the  entrance  to  Akutan  Pass,  occa- 
sionally taking  a  few  fur-seals. 
2716— VOL  n ^24 
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Cati'li  on  ciiaiit. 


KlHlll. 


Sealing  operations  were  resumed  on  .hiiy  IS  to  tlie  soiitlnviinl  of  the 
Fox    Ishinds,  juul  on  tlie  L'.Wl  we  entered   IJciing  Sea, 

onu'r'r.'.K.'^'"' ''"*"  "'  where  we  renniined  fourteen  d:i.vs.  at  tlie  end  of  that 
tiitK'  returning  to  Vancouver  Island,  wliich  was  reached 

on  the  2Sth  of  Anjiust.  We  had  a  jLiood  catcli,  havin<^-  taken  1,4(K> 
skins,  more  than  1,(KK»  of  whicli  we  secured  on  the 
coast.     Of  the  latter  nntre  than  T."*  j)er  cent  were  female 

flopii  r.iit  im-iiiiui.    j)regnant  cows,     in    I'cring  Sea,   where  we  obtained 
Uiiiiiii  n.-iiii;:  s.;.  about  4(iO   skins,  nmles  and   fen. ales  in  about   e(iual 
liiiiai.;^.  iiumii.v  imih    uumbcrswcrc   taken.     The  females  were  mostly  nurs- 
"'**'  ing  cows,  while  the  males  wej«'  young  ones,  between 

the  ages  of  L' and  •"»  years.     I  examined  the  stomachs  of  tlie  fui-seals 
taken  in   Ueiing  Sea  during  tlu'  month  of  -Inly,  1887, 
and  found  th(>  greater  number  to  contain  Alaska  mack- 
erel.    This  goes  to  show  clearly  tliat  at  that  seastni  of  the  year  this  fish 
coustitufes  an   important  item  in   tlie   <li(t  (»f  the  fnr- 
Niiisiiitf  rows  iiKi   seal.     Xtirsinj''  fur-seal  cows  were  found  in  July  as  far 
as  1()(»  miles  to  the  southward  ol   the  rrilul<  I    Islands 
in  Mering  Sea,  feeding  on   mackerel  as  above.     It  is  im|)ossii»le  to  dis- 
tinguish between  nmlcsand  females  of  the  fur  s«'al  s|;ecies  in  the  water 
at  sea,  excepting  large  bulls,  and  iioetlbrt  is  made  to  do  so.     The  object 
is  to  g»  t  all  the  marketabh^  skins  jiossible,  and  the 
kiiiinV'"''"'"'"^''  killing  is  conse(|uently  indisi-rimiiiate.     The  jielts  of 
large  bulls,  whose  fur  is  coarse  and  of  little  \  a'.ue,  and 
of  yearlings  of  both  sexes,  whose  skins  aie  too  sinall,  not  being  strictly 
"marketable"  skiiis,  tlu'y  were  not  taken. 

I  have  never  known  of  iur  seal  pups  being  Ixnu  on  patches  of  floating 
keli»,  or  in  I  1h' water,  at  sea,  or  any  where  in  fact,  save  <»n 
i)u8Nibf(!.'  '"'"'  ""  I'egidar  rookeries,  neither  <lo  I  liclieve  it  possible  for 
them  to  Ite  reared  successfully  under  any  other  cir- 
cumstances. rMiring  my  travels  in  Alaskan  waters,  I  have  made  ex- 
tensive investigations  coiicei  iiiiig  the  existence  of  fur-seal  rookeries, 
especiall,\  about  the  region  of  Cooks  Inlet  and  Prince 
""'^  ""  William  Sound,  where  rookeries  have  lieeii  reported  to 
exist,  as  well  as  thos«'  places  where  fur  seals  are  an- 
nually obst'rved  in  tlu'  grcati'st  numbers.  1  am,  therefore,  positive  in 
my  Itelief  that  no  such  fur-seal  rookeries,  or  otlu'r  places  where  fur-seals 
haul  «>nt  on  the  land  to  bleed,  i'xist  in  Alaska  with  the  exception  of 
those  on  the  seal  islands  of  Uering  Sea.  In  my  o]>iiiion,  fur-seal  life 
has  not  only  enormously  decreased  in  numbers  since 
ISSO,  but  it  has  become  greatly  scattered,  and  grown 
wilder  and  more  timid,  forsaking  many  places  where  they  were  i  ;rmerly 
to  be  found  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  engaged  in  feeding.  This  1 
attribute  to  the  large  numlier  of  vessels  cnga;;e(l  in  '  'lling  fur-seals 
indisciiminateiy  at  sen,  and  believe  that  in  o'.d.er  to 
preserve  the  sjiecit  s  (roni  actual  and  speedy  extermi- 
nation all  pelagic  liunting  should  be  sto|ipc<l  absolutely, 
and  the  waters  of  IJering  Sea  closed. 

JAMKS    K.    LKNNAiV. 

Subscribed  and  swoiii  to  before  me  this  ISth  day  of  April,  lS!»ii 

.lOSKl'lI    Ml  HI} AY, 

United  iStatcH  Titimury  Agent. 


itooki'lics 
till'  islaiiiLs. 


Dmi'iisc. 


I'riili  iliilitiu 
Bai.v. 
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Jh'ptmtioH  of  Tho)iias  Loire,  Inilf-hreed  Indian  sealer. 
VKLAdlV  SEALINO. 

State  of  Wasiiin(;ton, 

doKiiiii  of  ('la  I  la  in.  ss  : 

Tlioiiiiis  Lowe,  bciiiji'  duly  swcirn.  (lojmsos  aiwJ  s:)ys:     [  )<]>oal;  tlir 
Eiifilisli  liinjiiiajjc  t'aiily  well,  and  can  interpret  tlieClii- 
iiookand  Indian  lan}>'iia;;'('.'i.     1  am  a  lialf-lirci^l  Indian      Knimihuc.  . 
and   hclonji' to  tlic  Cliallani  trilx'.  ami  am  30  y<'ars  of 
a^Lit',     I  reside  on  AViddity  Island,  and  am  by  oeeupation  a  hunter  "Utl 
have  Iteen  eiifjajicd  in  hMntin<i'  seals  tbi'  the   hist   eijulit  ye;<i-s.      I  went 
to  the  l>erinj>'  Sea  in  ISSK.  on    the  M-iiooner  ■lames  (i. 
.S'/(v/».and  a^ain  in  1S!»1  mi  tiie  schooner  Lottie.     Tliese 
two  seas(»ns  are  the  only  (»nes  in  wiiieh   1  have  Iteen  in 
tl 
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lie  Ilerin.n  Seii.     Duiinfi-  the  otiier  seasons  1   s«'ah'd  in 
San  .Inaii  de  Knea  and  alonji'  tlie  coast  bet\ve«'n  the  ('( 
and  the  northern  end  of  \aneouver  Island.     Diirin;; 
the  lirst  seven  years  I  used  the  spear  in  huntinj:  seals. 
'Phis  year  I  have  used  the  siiotjiun  part  ol'  tlie  time.     On  my  last   trip 
this  year.  wIkmi    huntinji  seals  otl"  I  he  cape,   I    cau;ilit   Iw  seals,  ."»  of 
which 


{l|l<IIIM 


had 


|inps  in   them: 


the  rest  oi  them    were  from   I   to  li  vear; 


Olll'.|l;i|l       III' 


riiiWt 


iili'i  liill  uriiH  II  |iri';;- 
iKiiil  row  s. 


old,  part  male  and    part   female.     I    think  that  fully 

one  half  of  ihe  seals  canjiht  alt»nn'  the  «'oiist  are  full 

yidwii    females  with   pups   in   them.       We    sometimes 

catch  a   few  mediuni-si/ed  males,  the  n'st   beinji'  y<»unjier  ones,    both 

male  and  female.     I   have   never  killed   nor  saw  a  cow   in   milk,  aloii*;' 

the  coast,  nor  one  that  had  recently  ^iiveii  birth  to  her  .\oiin;;.     I  know 

of  no  place  on  tin'  c(»ast  where  they  haul  out  upon  the      n,,  n.ii  haul  nii  uu 

land  and  breed,  nor  (ii»   I    beiie\e  they  ^i'ive   Itirtli  to   "'";;r! 

tlu'ia-  youiiji'  in  the  water,  or  (ni  the  kelp. 


Not    Imiiii    in   «ati'r 


III!  ki 


111  ISSil  I  hunted  in  the  I'.erinj;'  Sea  from  SM  to  10(t  miles ott  the  I'ribv 


lov    Islands.     Two  thirds  of   our  catch   were    cows  in 
milk.     In  l<St)l  I  a;>'ain  went  to  ISeriii;;'  Sea.     I  think   I    i 


<'|l^^^^  in  milk  t:ikrii 
Viiiii  so   III    liiw    nxWvA 


t'liiiii  islaiiils. 


iiiiriced  fewer  seals  that  year  than  I  did  in  l.SSii.    Scab 

aIniiM  the  coast  are  not  near  as  plentiful  now  as  they  were  wIumi  I  lirst 


•;^an  to  hunt   them.     I   use«l   to  catch  !»  or   10  seal.- 


Dn 


in  lUie  day:  but  they  are  so  shy.  and  so  scarce  now, 

that  a  canoe  does  not  ;:t't  tiiat    many  in  a    month.     White  hunters,  in 

inimbers.  commenced  to  hunt   them  around  <'ape  l<1atterv,  with    <>'nns 


aooiit  si\  \«'ars  ayo,  and  since  that  time  the  seals  have  deci 


casec 


I  ver 


rapidly 


TiKtMAS    LoWK 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  liefore  me  on  this  L'Ttli  day  of  April.  .\.  I). 


1'- 


t'LAI{i;\CK    I'.    rilJoWN, 

j\otin-if   I'lihlie  i'l  and  for  the  State  if   Wasliimftoii, 

liesiiliiui  at  I'mt  Aiiffelex,   \Va.ili 


Deposition  of  X.  II.  Miiler,  assistant  seientist  on  hoard  the  Alhatrosn. 

IIAIUTS. 

X.  I>.  Miller,  beiii;;'  duly  swoin.  deposes  and  saitli:  I  am  an  assistant 
in  the  scieutitic  (U'partmeiit  ot  the  I'.  S.  h'ish  ('oiiimis 
sion  steamer   Alhatross.     I    ha\«'  made   li\<'  cruises  in      i';''i»ii"u«f. 
AliM*l«iu  waters,  viz:  In  the  year  18.SS,  aloiijj  the  coast 
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iiorn  IJnalaslia  to  Middletiin  Island;  in  the  year  IS.SO,  tliroufjli  fchr  in- 
lan<l  passage's  of  sontlieastcrn  Alaska  as  far  north  as  Cliilkdot  Inlet; 
in  the  year  IS\M,  tlirouj;h  tlie  Bristol  Bay  rejiion  and  the  Alentian  Is- 
lan«ls  as  far  west  as  Uninak  Island;  in  the  year  181 M,  to  the  Pribilof 
Islands  in  Berinj^-  Sea;  and  in  the  month  of  April,  18!)2,  in  the  Gnlf  of 
Alaska  from  Kadiak  Island  to  Prince  William  Sonnd,  {ioiny  into  Cook 
lidet  as  far  as  Coal  IIarl)or.  I  have  never  seen  nor 
fiM's'i-arisianirs''^  ""  •'♦'sii'l  <>*"  ■>">'  furscal  r<tokeries  in  the  northern  hemi- 
sphere other  than  those  on  the  several  i«eal  islands  of 
Berin};  Sea;  and  have  never  seen  I'ur-seals  u\  great  abundance  save  <m 
and  near  the  Pribilof  Islands. 

!N.  B.  Miller. 

Subscribed  a  id  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  April,  1892. 

.Joseph  Mirbav, 
United  iStaten  Treasury  Ayent. 


MiMie  Adams,  1K88. 


Deposition  of  Ne(son  T.  Oliver ,  sealer, 

PELAGIC   sealing. 

Xelson  T.  Oliver,  being  duly  sworn,  dt'poses  and  says:  T  am  a  native 

of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  and  I  am  r>8  years  old.    1  am 

xptiirme.  ^  ri'sideutof  Port  Townsend,  where  I  have  lived  for  the 

past  twenty  years.    1  followed  sea-faring  life  from  the  time  I  was  lo  years 

old  until  1888.    I  accompanied  Capt.  Jacobs  on  boaid 

the  Mollie  Adams,  sealing  schooner,  in  Febi'uary,  1888. 

We  left  Port  Townsend  in  February  and  cruised  along  the  coast  from 

(irays  Harbor  to  Kyoipiot  Sound.    Our  crew  were  all  whit**  men,  of 

whom  twelve  were  hunters  arnuHl  vith  shotguns.     We  returned  to  Port 

Townsen«l  in  May,  and  in  the  three  mcmths'  cruise  we  made  a  catch  of 

700  sealskins.    Not  being  hunters  of  experience,  our 

A\aste..(  me.  ^^^^^^  j^^^^  .^^^^^^j.  t^y^.^hirds  of  all  the  seals  shot.    (Jood 

hunters  wouhl  not  lose  to  ex<'eed  2.')  per  c<'nt.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
season  we  killed  mostly  yearling  seals,  but  as  the 
taLn^rnvi'imt.  "'^'*  scasoii  advauccs  we  got  almost  all  mothers  in  young 
iu  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Flattery  or  from  the  Columbia 
River  to  Vanc(mver.  Sex  can  not  be  distinguished  while  the  seals  are 
iu  the  water,  lutr  do  the  luinters  try  to  do  so,  for  tln-y 
kill  «'verything  they  can  shoot.  I  am  not  able  to  say 
whether  the  seal  heid  is  d«'creasing,  but  it  is  reason- 
able to  sui)pose  that  where  they  are  hunted  and  har- 
assed at  all  tiuM's  by  so  many  hunters  they  are  sure  to  be  <i riven  tVom 
their  \isual  haunts,  if  not  totally  destroyed. 

Nelson  T.  Oliver. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2d  day  <»f  May,  185)2. 

-FoSEPH    Ml'HKAY, 

United  i:itatett  Treamiry  Ayent. 


IndiRcriniiiiutf  kill 
ing. 

Dron«se. 
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Ih^tositiod  of  Z.  L.  Tanner,  lieuteiiaiit-commanilrr,  U.  ^'.  yavy. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington. 

J'ort  TninisvntI,  -I vffi  t'soii  Coinifi/,  ss: 

Z.  L.  Tiimior  hoiiijn' duly  sworn,  deposes  iiiid  snys:  I  aiii  a  licnteiunit- 
('oniniaiidi'r  in  the  V .  S.  Navy.  I  have  made  live  cinises 
in  Alaskan  waters  in  (-(niinand  of  tlic  Kisli  ('omniission  KNiiiTivmi-. 
steamer  Alhiitri)ss.  now  temporarily  in  tlu'  serviee  of 
tlie  Tnited  States  l>evenu<'  Marine,  as  folloMs.  viz:  I  left  San  Franeis<'o 
.Inly  4,  1SS8,  for  the  north,  via  Ksqnimalt  and  Departnrt*  l>ay,  where  Me 
ealled  for  C(ki1.  Arrivinjj'  oflF  the  west  end  of  Cnalaska  Island  on  the 
21st,  eonimenced  explorinj-'  the  coast  in  the  interest  of  the  lishe'ies, 
sonndinj;sbeinj;'rnn  from  shore  to  the  lOO  fathom  line.  Arrived  at  Ilin 
link,  IJnalaska  Island,  on  the  -J3d,  and  sailed  on  the  L'Sth.  Kxjjlora- 
tions  extended  to  the  Fox  Islands  Passes,  tln'  Sannaks,  and  to  the 
Shuma^'in  Islands.  Called  at  Sand  Point  (or  Ilumlioldt  Harbor),  Ka;>'le 
Harbor,  and  Ynkon  Harbor,  in  the  latter  yroup.  Hesnmin^' the  work 
of  exploration,  it  was  <'arried  to  Mitrofania  ]»ay,  where  we  ealled,  and 
thence  to  Kadiak  Island,  stopjjinj;' at  old  Harbor  and  Port  Hobron. 
The  extensive  banks  ott"  the  south  coast  of  Kadiak  were  examined  and  a 
(!all  made  at  St.  Paul,  the  most  im|)ortant  settlement  in  that  rej;ion. 
Leavin;;  the  latter  place,  the  work  of  exjdoration  inclnded  the  Portlock 
P>ank,  and  thence  to  Middleton  Island,  wheie  a  landing:  was  matle. 
S(»nndinji's  weie  then  carried  in  the  <lirection  of  the  reported  jxisition  <»l 
the  Pani]>lona  Kocks,  for  which  an  nnsncccssfnl  search  was  made. 
Thence  we  i»:;>ceeded  to  Departure  Pay,  Pn;iet  S<»nnd.  the  coasts  ot 
Washinjiton  and  Orej^en,  and  to  San  Frain-isco,  arri\  inji  Octobei-  LJl. 

I  left  San  I-'rancisco  on  the  21st  of  INIay.  IS.SK,  and  was  en;;aged  in 
deep  sea  exploration  <in  the  coasts  (»i  ()rc<:(»n  and  \Vashinj;t<in  nntil 
.Inly  7,  then  nmde  a  trip  to  sontlu'astcrn  Alaska  thronjili  the  Inhuul 
Passaj4<'s,visitin;iFortTonj«ass.yew]Metlahcatlah  (  Port  Chester).  Karta 
Bay,  Port  \Vranj;ell,  Sitka,  Pavlof  I  larbor,  <i lacier  Pay,  Hoonyah,  Chil 
kat,  Cliilkoot  and  .Inneau.  Ketnrned  to  Tacoma  on  July  2<stli.  callinj;at 
\'i(!t(>;ia,  Port  T()wnsen<l  and  Seattle  en  ronte.  I  sailed  lor  the  North  on 
on  the  r»th  of  May.  ISIM),  i  |)c]»artnie  P»ay,  Pritish  Cobimbja.  and 
commenced  the  examination  ot  the  lejjion  from  the  Sannak-  to  I'liimak 
Pass  on  the  21st,  !irrivin}>'  in  Inalaska  on  the  2.'>d.  The  woi  k  of  the 
season  inclnded  the  exi)loration  of  the  northern  coa-ts  of  Cnalaska, 
Cninnik,  the  Alaska  Peninsula,  and  the  northern  slio  t-s  of  llristol  P>ay 
to  the  Knskowim  i;i\cr.  Th«'  Slime  Pank  and  Paird  liaid<  were  (level 
oped  in  Pristol  P>ay.  A  survey  was  maib'  of  the  lower  Niisliaj:ak  IMver, 
the  entrance  to  Port  Moller.  and  Herendeen  Pa\ .  J)eep  >ea  explora- 
tion was  extended  to  .18°  4.5' north  and  lonjiitud*  17.T  .'}(>' west,  pass 
inji  near  the  100  fathom  line,  70  miles  to  the  west  ■*  ard  of  the  Pribilofs. 
Left  Periny  Sea  An^iust  2<»th,  arrivinj;'  in  San  Francisco  Sept«'ml)er 
20tli,  via  ])«'i)ar(nre  Pay,  Port  Townsend.  and  the  <'aIifornia  c«»ast. 
where  we  were  cn;iaj;»'<l  in   dee])-sea  exploration  from   ilie  21st  to  the 


Siiili'il     liir     lirriii;; 
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Sra    w 


2r)tli.     I    sailed   ajiaiii   for   Perin};'  Sea   July  1<»,   IHlll 

ha\in^>' on  board  the  Cnitetl  States  Commissioners  to 

the  Seal  Islands.     We  arrived  at  Cnalaska  .Inly  2.'.th,   st;.te«c..in.,iiHHionrm 

and  were  at  the  Pribih>f  Islamls  from  the  2Sth  to\Vn;inst  10th.     Left  the 

sea  on  the  l.tth  of  Auj^iist.  and  reached  San  l-'rancisco  Seiitember  l.'dh, 

via  Departure  Pay,  Es«]uimalt  and  I'nyet  Sound.     On  the  lUth  day  of 
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Mjircli,  1892,  I  sailod  from  San  Francisco  lor  Alaskan  waters,  via  Port 
ToAvnsciid  and  Seattle. 

The  erui.se  liad  special  refereni-e  to  the  migration  of  the  fnr-s«'al  herd 
and  their  relation  to  the  loc-alities  visited  by  lis;  in  other  words,  we 
were  to  ascertain  whi'ther  there  were  fur-s<'al  ntokeries  in  Cooks  Inlet 
or  IMinee  William  Sound,  whether  they  hauled  out  or  attempted  to 
haul  out  there,  or,  in  fact,  anywhere  in  Alaska  outside  of  the  I'ribilot 
Islands.  The  followiii}'  places  were  visiteil  in  the  order  named :  P<»rt 
(Iraliam,  Avith  its  tributary  settlement  of  Foit  Alexander,  liavinj;  a 
](oi)iilation  of  120,  all  Aleuts  except  one  white  man,  the  agent  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  Company.  The  men  are  hunters.  Cliesloknu  ]>ay, 
with  its  village  of  Soldovoi,  having  a  mixed  jtoimlation  of  Aleuts  and 
Keiiai  Indians,  numbering  103,  and  four  white  men.  The  natives  are 
hunters.  Coal  I'oint,  population  11,  all  white,  <M'cupied  in  holding 
])os!«ession  of  <'oal  claims.  Some  of  them  having  had  many  years  ex- 
]»erience  in  the  Territory,  Avere  able  to  give  much  valiialde  t«'stiinony. 
St.  I'anl,  Kadiak,  population  380,(5.5  of  whom  are  whit*-,  the  remainder 
Creoles  and  Aleuts.  The  native  men  and  nearly  all  of  the  whites  are 
hunters.  Wood  Island,  near  St.  I'anl,  has  a  population  of  103,  includ- 
ing three  whites,  the  natives  being  mostly  hunters.  Owing  to  a  severe 
winter  and  late  sjiriug,  the  men  were  still  at  home,  and  we  wer<'  able  to 
luociire  atlidavits  from  '■>'>  whites  and  55  native  hunters,  who  had  prac- 
ti<'al  knowledge  of  the  subject  in  the  regions  in  which  tl:ey  were  in  the 
habit  of  hunting.  The  regular  work  of  the  AUxdrosN  is  deep-sea  explo- 
ration, the  discovery  and  develoi»nieiit  of  tishing  grounds,  and,  not  in- 
fie<iuently.  purely  s<;ientitic  investigation  in  normal  ocean  depths  far 
outside  of  the  range  of  economic  speci<'S. 

I  have  been  engaged  in  this  work  nearly  fourteen  years,  <luring  which 
tinw  it  has  lu'cn  a  juirt  of  my  duty  to  acquire  information  concerning 
the  seal  and  its  lile.  This  has  been  done  not  <inly  from  jiersonjil  exjie- 
lience  and  observations,  but  by  questioning  ]»ra<'tical  men,  siu-h  as 
intelligent  mariners,  fishermen,  ai.il  liunters.  Pelagic  sealing  has  been 
a  fre«|uent  subject  of  conversation  and  argument  with  me  since  my 
first  northern  cruise  in  1888,  and  1  have  reached  the  following  couclu- 
si<Mis: 

First.  Felagic  sealingis  wasteful, as  a  large  percentage 
of  seals  killed  are  lost.  Opinions  on  that  ]>oint,  vary- 
ing from  30  to  70  per  cent. 

Second.  The  sexi'S  can  not  be  distinguished  in  the 
water,  I'xcept  old  males,  and  both  sexes  and  all  sizes 
are  killed  indis<'riininately. 
Third.  Of  the  seals  killed,  from  (iO  to  70  jjcr  cent  are  females,  whi«l» 
during  their  northerly  migration  are  heavy  with  young, 
slow  iif  movement,  and  re<|iiiiean  extra  amount  of  rest 
and  sleej),  thus  largely  increasing  their  liability  to  suc- 
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cessful  attack. 
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the  unborn 


iMturth.  The  female  killed,  the  death  ot 
1)U]>  follows,  entailing  a  double  loss. 
Fifth.  Seals  killed  in  Bering  Sea  alter  the  birth  of  the  imps  are  largely 

, mother  seals,  an<l  the  farthei-  they  are  found  from  the 

islands  the  great<'r  the  percentage  will  be.  The  reason 
for  this  seeming  paradox  is  very  sinii>le.  The  young  males,  having  no 
family  responsibilities,  can  att'ord  to  liiint  nearer  home,  wlieii'  tbod  can 
be  found  if  sufficient  time  is  devoted  to  the  search.  The  mother  does 
not  leavo  her  young  except  when  necessity  compels  iier  to  setk  tbod  for 
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whttii  kilh'il. 


its  sustenance.     She  can  not  alt'ord  to  wast<^  time  on  feeding  jjronnds 

already  o('cuj)ied  by  younjicr  and  more  a«'tive  feeders; 

lience  she  makes  the  best  of  her  way  to  richer  Hehls, 

fartiier  away,  ji'orj'es  herself  witli  food,  then  seeks  rest 

and  a  qniet  nap  on  the  surface,     lender  these  conditions  she  sleeps 

soundly,  and  becomes  an  easy  victim  to  the  watchful  hunter. 

Sixth.   A  double  waste  occurs  when  the  mother  seal  is  killed,  as  the 
]►  will  surely  starve  to  death.     A  mother  seal  will 
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Kfiiiiilcs  iiiirsc  I  lifir 
own  piips  iiiily. 


Urnil  iiiipx. 


Dim 


give  sustenanci'  to  no  pup  but  her  own.  I  saw  sad 
evidi'nces  of  this  waste  (Ui  St.  Paul  Island  last  season, 
where  large  nundK'rs  of  pups  were  lying  aliout  the 
rookiM'ies,  where  they  had  di«'d  of  starvation. 

Seventli.  The  nund)er  of  seals  on  the  Pribilof  Islands 
is  di'creasing.  I  saw  i)ositive  proof  of  this  on  St.  Paul 
Island  last  season. 

Kighth.  Pui)S  can  not  swim  at  birth,  hence  the  female  can 
birth   to  her  young  in  the   watei-  without   sacriticing 
its  life.     I  have  seen  thousaiuls  of  i)nps   learning  to   .J^\"}^^ 
swim  at  the  ntokeiies  on  St.  Paul,  and  their  early 
ett'orts  were  quite  as  awkward  as  those  of  a  l»oy  when  takin^  ., 
dip.     Their  tnmble  seems  to  be  to  keep  iheir  heads  abov(!  water. 

Ninth.  The  present  i>ra<'tice  in  pelagic  sealing  is  to  shoot  them  from 
a  boat  with  a  shotgun  and  secure  them  with  a  slKut-     ^      . 
haiulled  gafl".     If  kilh'd  instantly,  they  are  ajit  to  sink,      '  '""  '""  "'"  *' 
unless  picked  up  immediately.     If  wounded,  tiiey  may      Man.vHink. 
b«'  gafled  in  their  "Hurry." 

Tenth.  Pelagic  sealing  should  be  suppresse<l  as  far  as  practicable. 
A    protected  zone  around  the  islands,  extending   !()(► 
ndles  from  them  would  not  be  cU'ective,  even   if  the  H„{.y'''"'' """  '"'  *^^*'" 
limits  were  respected. 

KIev«'nth.  The  preservation  of  the  rookeries  rei|uires  the  suppression 
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ofl»elagic  sealing,  at  least  in   P.ering  Sea,  and  in  the 
immediate  vicinitv  of  the  passes.  laii.'' 

Z.  L.  Tannkk,  "■■"■>■ 

Jjieiite)i((itt('<nutmni(h-r,  l'.  S.  Xanf. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  James  (1.  Swan,  a  notary  puldic  in 
uid  for  the  Stat*'  of  Washington,  resuling  at  Port  Townscnd.  this  Jjth 
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James  d.  Swan, 

Notary  Vubliv. 
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TESTIMONY  TAKEN  AMONG  THE  MAKAH  INDIANS. 


Deposition  of  Bomichup,  Malah  Indian,  scaler. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

Countif  of  Chilhtm,  ss: 

I'xnva  cluii),  bciii}^  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  native  Makab 
Indian,  suid  reside  on  the  vesei'vation  at  Neah  Bay,  State  of  Wash- 
injiton,  United  States  of  America,  and  am  about  40  yo.irs  of  a;ie. 
I  liave  been  enjjajfed  in  sen!  lain  tin;;  ever  since  I  was  a  boy.  Until 
about  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  I  used  to  seal  along  the  (roast  in 
large  canoes  from  10  to  18  miles  from  Cape  Flattery  and  in  the 
Straits  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca.  At  first  I  was  a  i)addler,  and  after- 
wards I  became  a  spearman.  Jn  those  days  there  were  a  great  many 
seals  in  the  water,  and  they  would  go  in  bands  of  15  or  "20  togetlier. 
About  five  or  six  years  ago  1  conniience*!  to  hunt  in  smaller  canoes  that 
were  taki'U  out  to  sea  in  schooners.  I  hunted  with  spears  all  of  the 
time.  I  have  never  killed  any  full-grown  cows  on  the  coast  tliat  did 
not  have  pups  in  tliem,  and  I  luive  hunted  all  the  way  from  tiie  (Jolum- 
bia  Itiver  to  Barclay  Sound.  I  do  not  know  of  any  place  along  the 
coast  where  seals  haul  out  upon  the  land,  nor  have  i  ever  heard  of  such 
a  place,  and  I  have  never  killed  any  full-grown  cows 

Seals  do  not  give  birth  to  tiieir 
young  in  the  water  nor  on  the  kelp;  if  they  did  they 
would  be  drowned  and  die. 

I  was  in  the  Bering  Sea  in  1880  on  the  sc'hooner  James  O.  Sican,  but 

did  not  use  shotguns.    Most  all  the  seals  we  cauglit 

were  cows  giving  milk,  and  I  have  never  been  tlu-re 

since.    All  the  seals  along  the  coast  go  to  the  Pribylov 

Islands  to  breed.    The  cows  leave  here  in  June  and  the 

nii'.i'juiv'"'"'*'"^'""   .vearlings  sometime  in  the  middle  of  July.    Seals  were 

very  plenty  in  the  straits  aiul  around  the  cape  until 

about  six  years  ago,  when  the  white  hunters  came  in  schooners  and 

with  shotguns  and  commenced  to  kill  them  all  off,  ivid  now  there  is  none 

DwiPase  '"  ^^^®  straits,  and  we  <*an  not  get  but  one  or  two  where 

we  used  to  get  eight  or  ten.    Tiiey  arc^  very  shy  and 

wild  and  are  decreasing  very  rapi«lly.    A  good  nuiny  of  tlie  seals  that 

I  have  caught  in  the  last  three  or  four  years  have  shot  in  them,  and 

some  liave  been  badly  wounded.    I  have  seen  white  hunters  shooting 

376 


^^  Pelagic  birth  imiios-    ^y|,„   ^^.^.^,^,    j,,    j^^^]^ 


James  G.  Swan,  18t<9. 


Itoolii-rics    only    at 
I'riliilot'  IhIbiiiIs. 


TESTIMONY    TAKEN    AMONG    THK    MAKAH    INDIANS. 


377 


seals  out  in  tbe  sea,  and  they  lose  a  great  many  more  than  they  get, 
and  we  sometimes  capture  some  of  those  that  tiiey  have  badly  wouiided. 

13o\VA  CHUP  (his  X  mark). 
Witnesses : 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
181>-'. 

[SKAL.J  CLARENCK   P.   BroWN, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  iState  of  Washington. 


Deposition  of  Peter  Brown,  Makah  Indian  chief,  sealer  {master). 


PELAGIC  SEALING. 


State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss: 

Peter  Jirown,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  the  native 
chief  of  the  Makah  Indians;  am  about  5.")  years  old,  and  reside  on  the 
Neal'  Bay  Reservation,  in  tlie  County  of  Clallam  and  State  of  Wash- 
ington, United  States  of  America.     I  am  aetpiainted  with  the  habits  ot 
mypeojde  and  the  methods  adopted  by  them  in  hunting 
the  fur  seal.     I  am  the  master  and  one-third  owner  of  E'llori."..'".'" '''"''*■ 
the  fishing  schooner  James  (i.  Swan.     I  iiave  been  eu- 
gaged  in  hunting  seals  with  spe.ars,  more  or  less,  all  of  my  life.     For- 
merly, in  the  winter  time,  used  to  hunt  them  in  the  Straits  of  San  Juan 
de  Fuca,and  in  the  si)ring  and  summer  time  we  hunte<l  them  in  canoes 
and  witli  spears  from  10  to  30  miles  off  and  around  Cape  Flattery. 
About  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  we  commenced  carrying  our  canoes  on 
little  schocmers  and  followed  up  ah)ng  the  coast  towards  Kadiak.     1 
have  been  a  part  owner  in  a  schooner  for  about  seven  years,  and  have 
owned  the  James  G.  ISican  for  about  three  years.     She     j^^^^^^  ^.  ^.^^.^^^ 
is  about  59  tons  burden.    The  other  8cho*-ner  was  not 
so  large.    My  ])eople  commenced  using  gvns  in  seal-      „.  ,   . 

hunting  about  three  years  ago,  but  they  always  carrietl  spcmH  in  isso. 
spears,  and  but  few  of  them  ever  use  guns  unless  em- 
ph)yed  to  do  so  by  white  men.    About  six  or  seven 
years  agt)  1  commenced  to  notice  a  decrease  in  the  num-     ihm  icase. 
bcrof  seals  arriving  in  the  straits  and  around  the  cape. 

L  think  more  than  one-half  of  all  the  seals  caught  on  the  coast  are 
cows  that  have  pups  in  them.    Cows  caught  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  May  and  June  have  black  pups  in  them,  nxll"^!^'  ''"■«"""'*« 
which  we  sometimes  cut  out  and  skin.    1  hunted  in 
Bering  Sea  in  1889  (that  being  the  only  year  I  ever 
went  to  that  sea)  and  hunted  seals  with  spears  about 
70  miles  southwest  off  the  islands,  and  our  catch  was  nearly  all  cows 
that  had  given  birth  to  their  young  and  had  milk  in  their  teats.     In 
inmting  with  thesi)ear  we  don't  lose  nuinythat  Me  hit.    I  never  hunted 
with  guns,  but  have  caught  a  great  many  seals  that  had  shot  in  them. 
I  know  of  no  i)la(!e  along  the  coast  where  seals  haul 
out  upon  the  laml :  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of  such  phice ;   ^  „„g"t/'""""^  ""'  "" 
nor  neither  does  any  of  my  people  know  of  such  a  place. 
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Cow  seals  can  not  give  birth  to  tlieir  younjn  in  the  water,  or  on  the 
kelp  and  have  them  live.  1  have  never  seen,  nor  known 
pos»ib^c.*  ^''^"'  '"*  <^*  "".V  P"P'*i  alonj;-  the  coast,  that  were  horn  in  the 
same  year,  an<l  I  iiave  never  known  any  cow  seals  to 
be  caujflit  alon^-  the  coast  that  had  given  birth  to  their  yoiin}»-,  and  in 
wliose  breast  there  was  milk,  and  it  is  very  seldom  that  we  catch  a 
full  {jrowii  cow  that  does  not  have  a  pup  in  her. 

AVliite  hunters  canie  in  here  about  five  or  six  years  aj^'o  and  com- 
menced shooting  the  seals  with  guns,  since  which  time 
they  have  been  rapidly  decreasing,  and  are  becoming 
very  wild.  When  we  hunt  seals  with  spears  we  creep  upon  them  while 
asleep  on  the  water,  and  spear  them.  A  few  years  ago  my  jieople 
would  catch  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  seals  each  y«'ar,  now  we  get 
only  about  one  thousand  or  less.  I  can  not  tell  the  difference  betwei'U 
the  male  and  female  sea!  while  in  the  water,  excepting  it  be  an  old  bull. 
In  early  rimes  none  of  my  tribe  ever  went  any  farther  out  to  sea  than 
from  10  to  30  miles  oft' Cape  Flattery,  and  close  inshore  a  few  miles  up  and 
down  the  eoaat.  They  had  no  other  way  of  hunting,  excrept  to  go  from 
here  in  canoes.  About  fifteen  years  ago  the  post  tradei'  induced  some 
of  them  to  jmt  their  canoes  on  board  ot  a  small  schooner  and  go  <ait 
from  .50  to  75  nules  oftshore,  and  to  hunt  along  the  coast  from  Cobunbia 
Kiver  to  Barclay  Sound.  In  the  last  five  or  six  years  some  of  my  tribe 
have  bonglit  and  now  own  four  little  schooners,  and  use  them  to  <'arry 
their  canoes  and  provisions  when  they  go  any  distance  from  home. 
About  seventeen  of  my  people  have  been  in  the  Hering  Sea  and,  with 
the  possible  excepticm  of  two  or  three,  none  of  them  were  ever  there  be- 
fore 1887. 

In  1887  the  British  schooner  Alfred  Adams,  fvom  Vict4>ria,  British 

Columbia,  came  here  and  employed  some  of  my  tribe  to 

Lotti'jm. ''"""'  "'"^  8'**  t<^  tbe  Bering  Sea  hunting  seals,  and  the  schooner 

Lottie,  owned  by  the  Indians,  also  went  from  here  in 

that  year. 

In  1889  and  1891  some  of  my  peo])le  went  on  schooners,  as  hunters, 
to  Bering  Sea.  At  n<»  other  times  have  any  of  them  been  in  those 
waters.  The  fur  seals  appear  oft"  Cape  Flattery  and  in 
the  Straits  of  San  Juan  de  Fuca  about  the  last  of  De- 
cember and  go  and  come  until  about  the  middle  of  June, 
but  yearlings  and  2  year  olds  remain  considerably 
Seals  used  to  be  very  numerous  along  the  coast  about  Cape 
Flattery,  and  no  decrease  was  ever  noticed  in  their  num- 
bers until  soon  after  the  white  hunters  came  around 
here — about  seven  years  ago,  and  commenced  shooting  them.  Since 
that  time  tliey  have  de<Teased  fast  and  have  become  very  shy. 

I  think  they  will  all  be  killed  oft'  if  they  k<'e])  hunting  them  with  guns. 
The  spears  with  which  my  people  hunt  seals  almost 
necBB-  exclusively  is  similar  to  the  harpoon  used  by  us  in 
killing  whales,  only  it  is  smaller.  It  has  a  handle 
about  14  feet  long,  that  will  come  oft'  when  the  harpoon  sinks  into  the 
seal,  and  the  iron  liead  is  secured  to  the  boat  with  a  line  about  70  feet 
long.  In  throwing  the  si)ear  we  use  both  hands,  and  if  we  hit  are 
almost  sure  to  get  him. 
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iSnhsci'ilx'd  luul  swoni  to  hcfon^  mv  on  this  27tli  <lay  of  April,  A.  D, 
181L'. 

[SEAL.]  <;LAUKN<'K    p.    Hu<»WN, 

Notary  Pahlic  in  ami  for  the  State  of  Wafiliinyton. 


I  am  about  -45 

Kx|it'riL>iice. 

1  luive  been  en- 
the  spear,  a 

('<Mi8t  MiMiliii);. 


Dejiosition  of  Larnlln  Callapa,  Makah  Indian,  neater. 

pklagk;  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

(Uninty  of  Vlallam,  ss  : 

Landis  Callapa,  beiiifi"  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
years  ol<l,  and  am  a  native  Makah  Indian.  1  reside  on 
tin'  reservation  at  the  Neah  Hay  Agen<'y,  eonnty  of 
Clallam,  State  of  Washin}«;ton,  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, and  am,  by  occupation,  a  liunter  and  a  tishernian. 
gayed  in  huntinjf  seals  all  my  life,  and  hav«'  always  use<l  the  spear,  and 
went  in  i-anoes.  Formerly  we  went  around  the  cape 
in  canoes,  but  for  the  last  tifteen  years  I  have  fre- 
quently gone  out  on  small  schooners,  from  10  to  80  miles  arouiul 
the  cape,  up  an«l  down  the  coast  from  100  to  200  miles.  We  take 
our  canoes  on  the  vessel  and  use  them  after  we  get  to  the  sealing 
grounds.  On  my  last  sealing  t-ruise  this  spring  we  caught  live  seals; 
two  of  them  were  females  ami  had  ]Mips  in  them;  three  of  them  were 
young  aud  smaller  seals  and  had  black  whiskers.  Noiu'  but  full- 
grown  cows  have  white  whiskers,  but  young  cows  and  y<)ung  bulls  have 
black  whiskers.  About  half  of  all  the  seals  capturer'  along  the  «'oast 
have  white  whiskers,  and  are  cows  with  pups  in  them.  Most  all  full- 
grown  cows  that  are  caught  have  pups  in  them.  Once, 
late  in  the  season,  1  caught  a  full-grown  barren  cow  ....uVlT.''^ '"'*■"""* '^^ 
with  white  whiskers.  I  can  not  distinguish  male  seals 
from  female  at  a  distance  in  the  water,  unless  it  be  an  old  bidl  with  a 
hmg  wig. 

1  know  of  iio  plsice  where  seals  haul  out  upon  the  land  to  breed  on 
this  t'oast;  nor  do  I  think  that  they  give  birth  to  their 
y<mng  upon  the  keli>.  Once  1  killed  a  cow  in  milk, the 
only  one  of  the  kind  1  have  ever  known  being  caught 
on  the  coast.  Seals  used  to  be  very  plentiful  around 
the  cape  aiul  in  the  Strait  of  Sau  Juan  de  Fuca,  but 
they  have  been  mpidly  decreasing  during  the  last  five  or  six  years. 
We  were  out  sealing  a  short  time  ago  and  captured  but  live  seals.  A 
few  years  ago,  during  the  same  period  of  time,  we  wtmhl  have  caught 
about  sixty.  They  are  wilder  now  and  nnu-e  difticult  to  catch,  and  will 
soon  be  <lestroyed  if  guns  are  used  in  hunting  tlu'm. 
Seals  ai)pear  off  this  coast  the  latter  part  of  December,   ,  M>\,o»r  on    .oust 

,  ■*  1        ii  •  1  11         i.'    I     1  n  4-       latter  part  ol  Oi-ci'ii)- 

and  are  gone  by  the  middle  ot  July,    lows  .appear  to  i„.r. 

leave  earlier  than  the  younger  ones.     I  scarcely  ever 

see  an  old  bull  along  the  coast,  and  it  is  seldom  we  ever  catch  one. 

liiH 

„,.  Landis  X  Callapa. 

Witness:  mark. 

John  P.  McClinn. 
C.  E.  (iAV. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  cm  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1802. 
[SKAL.]  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Notary  Puttlic  in  and  for  the  State  of  Wanhinyton. 


No  liaiilin;;  out  on 
coast. 

Noiit'  Inirii  on  kelp. 

Decrease. 
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Deposition  of  Circuit  Jim,  Makah  ImJian,  scaler. 


PELAGIC  SEALIMQ. 


1     < 


:•■    11 


DiH^rt-UHe. 


Siicness 
sppar. 


with 


State  op  Washington, 

Comity  of  (y  la  I  lam,  ss  : 

Circus  iFim,  Immiih:  duly  sworn,  (le]»osesan(l  says:  I  am  about 35  years 
old, and  am  a  native Makali  Indian.     I  I'esiiU'on  tlie  In- 
Exiterii'nce.  dian    ix'sei' 'atiou  at   Neah   Bay,  in  Clallam  County, 

State  of  W.isliJnji:ton,  United  Stat«is  of  America.  I 
am  by  occu]iation  a  lumter  ai'd  tishcrman.  I  liavt'  been  engaged  at 
liuntin^  seals  for  about  seventeen  years.  In  early  times,  and  until 
witliin  the  last  ten  years,  I  liunt«'d  seals  with  sju'ars  in  cauoes.  Durinj; 
the  last  ten  years  I  have  beer.  seaJingup  and  down  the  coast  in  schoon- 
ers, but  used  spears  all  of  the  lime.  When  we  used  canoes  <'xchi 
sively  I  used  to  hunt  and  captnre  seals  .about  30  nules  in  the  Straits  of 
San  Juan  de  Fuca.  St'als  used  to  be  jdentiful  in  the  straits,  btit  for 
the  last  five  or  six  years  they  have  bec«»me  very  scarce 
in  the  straits,  so  that  now  we  cau  not  tind  any  more 
there.  We  used  to  hunt  seals  in  canoes  tor  about  20  miles  out  in  the 
o<tean,  oil"  Cape  l-'lattery  and  up  and  down  the  <'oast,  between  tlr«'ys 
Harbor  and  Barclay  Sound.  Seals  were  very  plentifnl  along  the  coast 
six  or  eight  years  ago.  I  used  to  be  out  on  the  water  hunting  seals  in 
a  canoe  for  a  <'ouph>  of  days  at  a  time,  if  the  vother  was  line.  Three 
Indians  would  go  in  one  canoe.  One  would  handle  tlu^  spear,  the  other 
two  would  pa«ldle  and  steer  the  boat.  I  wasthesj)earnnin.  Usually  we 
found  sevtu'al  seals  at  a  time  asleep  on  the  water  and  woidd  creep  upon 
them,  simietimes  as  near  as  20  feet,  but  more  fre(piently  not  closer  than 
40  to  ■)(►  feet.  I  would  then  throw  the  spear  at  them 
"'"  and  almost  always  secure  all  that  I  hit.  Very  rarely 
I  would  hit  and  secure  two  seals  at  a  time.  J  would 
then  get  a  seal  on  each  barb  of  the  sjiear. 

We  use  snndler  canoes  now  since  we  began  to  use  schooners  in  which 
to  carry  our  canoes  and  hunters  to  the  sealing  waters,  and  but  two  In- 
dians go  in  one  of  these  snuvller  canoes.  A  great  many  years  ago  we  used 
to  catch  about  one-half  cows  and  one-half  young  seals.  I  never  caught 
any  seals  ahnig  the  coast  that  had  given  birth  to  their 
young  and  that  had  milk  in  their  breasts.  I  never 
capture<l  any  barren  <*ows.  I  first  went  sealing  in  the 
Bering  Sea  in  the  James  O,  Sican  in  1889,  and  went 
again  on  the  schooner  Lottie  \n  1801.  While  in  the 
sea  I  caught  a  great  many  cow  seals  that  weie  giving 
milk.  Most  all  the  seals  we  caught  in  the  sea  were  giv- 
ing milk.  I  have  been  out  sealing  this  spring  along  the 
coast  in  the  schooner  James  0.  ISiran.  We  liave  be«'n 
<mt  three  times.  Our  schooner  carried  15  canoes, 
each  (uie  manned  by  two  Indians,  and  we  secured  ten 
seals  in  all,  five  of  which  had  pups  in  them.  I  know  this 
because  I  saw  the  ])up8  when  we  cut  the  carcasses  open. 
We  dry  the  meat  of  the  seal  and  use  it  for  food.  Tlu^ 
other  live  seals  were  smaller  and  probably  male  and 
fenmle.  Seals  do  not  haul  out  on  the  land  along  the 
coast  to  breed,  nor  do  they  give  birth  to  their  young  on 
the  water,  or  on  the  kelp.  I  nevei"  caught  any  little 
black  i)ups  along  the  coast.  I  used  to  <*atch  a  great 
many  gray  ones  on  the  coast,  but  caught  but  one  this  year.    We  hunt 


('aii^lit  III)  milking 
coWH  alitiiKniiist. 


James 
1889. 


a.  m wan, 


Lottie,  1891. 


Mostly  milking 
sealH  I'liiiglit  ill  Itcr- 
ing  Sea. 


Jaines  O- 
1892. 


S  (('  a  n , 


Fifty  per  cent  preg 
nant  vuwa. 


Do  not   liaiil  upon 
coast. 

J'upH    not   born  in 
walt-r  or  ou  kelp. 
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I'riiliiliitliin 
wiry. 


IiIh 


iii'i't'ii- 


tlio  seal  not  only  for  its  fnr,  lint  \v«>  us«'  ev«'ry  jmif  of  it.     We  vwt  tli« 

meat,  niai^c  oil  ont  of  tlu'  bliil)l)er,  and  after  clciinin^'  the  stomach  use  it 

tor  hoMiii"' tlie  oil.     Heals  arc  now  very  srarrc  iind  wild      ,, 

aloiiff  the  coast.     I  ocncvc  the  canse  ot  this   is  that 

white  hunters  have  been  hnntin^'  tliem  so  much  with 

^iiiis.     If  so  much  shooting  at  seals*  is  not  stoi>i>ed  they 

will  soon  be  all  gone. 

Ciui'i  s  X  Jim. 

murk . 

Witnesses: 

.loHN   P.   MrdLINN. 
C.  K.  (iAY. 

Subscribed  ami  sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  April.  A.  D.  18!Hi. 

[SEAL.J  <"I./VKI;N<'K    r.    r.U(tWN, 

Notary  Public  in  awl  for  the  tState  of  Wtishiuyton. 


J)ej30Hition  of  James  Claplaultoo,  Makah  Indian,  sealer  {master), 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

Count i/  of  Clallam,  ss  : 

James  Claplanhoo,  bein<;f  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saya:  T  am  about 
4.'i  y«'ars  old,  and  a  native  jMaUah  Indian.  I  reside  on  the  Neah  Bay 
Iteservation,  countv  of  Clallam,  State  of  Washini'ton,  „ 
Inited  States  ot  America.  1  am,  by  occupation,  a 
hunter  and  fishuiin.iii.  I  own  the  schooner  Lottie,  which  is  of  about 
2S  tons  l)urdeii.  1  boujiht  the  said  schooner  about  s«'ven  years  n>fo. 
I  have  been  enjj;a}ied  in  hunting'  seals  about  twenty-four  years.  In 
my  early  years  I  hnnt«'d  st-als  in  canoes  and  with  spears  in  the  Strait 
of  San  Juan  de  Kuca,  and  about  SO  miles  off  Cape  I'Mattery.  I  killed 
seals  for  food  ami  tor  their  skins,  {•etting  about  •*;>  ai>iece  for  each 
skin.  About  fifteen  years  ago  Willie  (iailick,  who  lia«l  a  trading  jiost 
here,  had  three  or  four  schooners,  ami  emph»yed  Indians  to  go  sealing 
an<l  sail  his  vessels.  They  w«mld  put  their  canoes  and  spears  on 
board  the  schooners  and  go  out  and  hunt  about  L'O  or  ;{((  mih'sotl 
the  coast,  as  far  south  as  the  Columbia  River  and  north  to  llarclay 
Sound.  A  few  years  later  some  of  the  Indians  owned,  or  partly,  an 
interest  in  the  scIkkuicis.  About  six  vears  ago  the  .,^  ,  .  , 
Hritish  schooner^ ///•<;«  .im/m.vcame  here,  and  her  mas- 
ter engaged  Indian  hunters  to  go  sealing  in  the  Bering  Sea.  I'ntil 
three  ov  four  years  ago  I  used  nothing  but  spears  in  hunting  seals;  now 
1  sometimes  use  a  gun.  Seals  generally  appear  off 
Cape  Flattery  about  the  L'Oth  of  Det'ember,  but  during 
the  last  four  or  five  years  there  have  not  been  near  as 
many  coming  to  the  strait  or  on  the  coast  as  in  former 
yt'ars.  'i'heie  are  a  few  in  the  strait,  but  we  do  not 
hi,  it  them  now,  and  can  not  secure  more  than  one-sixth  as  many  in  a 
season  as  we  used  to  a  few  years  ago. 

In  si>eariiig  seals  I  use  a  harixtoii  with  either  one  or  two  barbs,  sim- 
ilar, but  smaller  than  th.at  used  in  taking  whales.  Tin*  harpoon  has  a 
handle  about  12  or  14  feet  long,  and  a  strong  line,  Jibout  7<'  tV'ct  long  is 
attaclied  to  the  barb,  the  other  end  of  which  is  fastened  to  tl(e  canoe. 
We  throw  the  spear  at  a  seal  with  both  hands,  and  when  the  sjjcar  or 


Scaliippvar  ciir('ti)M' 
Klattcrv  hfrciiibi'r^U. 
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Hpt'iir. 


with      till 


Aliiiiit  linlf  I'liiiglit, 
|iri');ii»iit  triiiiili'H, 


ApiM'ar  alioiit  Jan- 
iinrv  I  iii'ttr  Cape 
Kliiitiry. 


<iiir])(»on  bits  a  seal  flic  barb  bcromes  <lctaclMMl  IVoin  tlio  hiiiMllo  but  in 
8i'i;iir(tly  tastciicil  in  the  body.  Tliu  liaii(ll«-  floats  upon  tli(>  water  and 
is  at'tci'wards  secured  and  is  used  a;'ain.  I  lose  but 
very  lew  seals  that  I  hit  with  tin*  haipiK'ii.  When 
white  men  or  traders  beyan  comin;''  ia  here  with 
schooners  they  ottered  us  larj;eindu<*oinents  to  <foeruisin;i'  for  seals  and 
we  eonnneneed  ;>'oin;{ farther  i'roni  land  bnt  did  not  notice  any  decrease 
in  the  number  oi"  seals  each  year,untilabout  six  or  sevt'u  years  aj,'o,when 
vessels  with  white  hunters  and  armed  with  shot^itins  beyan  to  appear 
In  considerable  nuinbeis  oil"  the  coast.  Since  that  time  the  det-rease 
haH  been  very  rajud.  We  often  take  seals  that  have  been  wounded 
with  a  ritle or  shot ;iun,  and  in  their  bodies  tln'ie  are  a  larye  number 
of  shot.  When  sealinj;'  alon;;'  the  coast  it  is  seldom  that  I  have  seen  or 
captured  an  old  bull.  I  have  cau}>'lit  quite  ii  lar^e  numlier  of  ;;'ray 
pups  or  yearlinjis,  and  tlii^y  sue  alxait  equally  male  and  fennile.  About 
one-half  of  all  seals  that  1  have  cau;;ht  in  the  strait 
or  on  the  coast  were  fidl-jirown  cows  with  pups  in 
tlH'm,  and  I  have  never  caujiht  a  full-grown  barren 
cow,  nor  one  that  had  given  birth  to  her  young,  an«l 
was  in  milk.  About  the  1st  of  .lanuary  seals  b«'gin 
to  apitear  around  the  cape  and  slowly  make  their  way 
north  and  are  gone  by  the  middle  of  .Tidy.  The  grown  cows  are  the 
first  to  go,  and  leave  before  the  middle  of  .Mine.  Young  seals  remain  to 
the  last.  In  hunting  with  gims,  I  usually  get  ab(mt  two  <mt  of  live 
that  1  shoot;  sonu'times  1  would  wound  one  and  it 
w u»t.- ..I lite.  would  get  away  and  it  would  probably  die;  sometimes 

I  would  kill  the  seal  dead  and  it  would  sink  in  the  wafei-  almost  as 
tpiickly  as  a  rock,  and  unless  we  were  (piick  to  reatih  it,  it  wouhl  be 
lost.  Hometiines  we  fish  them  ujt  out  of  the  water  with  a  gaff  hook, 
antl  would  secure  a  few  that  way. 

In  1887,  about  the  1st  of  Muik',  I  went  infothe  IJering  Sea  in  my  own 

schooner,  the  Lotfi^',  and  hunted  about  00  miles  off  tlu> 

,dft\\'^^I:X,'"'^  the  islands  and  secui«'d  about  7(K)  seals,  most  all  of 

IHil  1 1  III   I>(.*1  llljl^  oi'II*  1*1  ■  'II  rill  '  11  *ii* 

which  were  cows  in  milk.  Ihese  cttws  had  milk  in 
their  breasts,  but  had  no  i)ni>s  in  them.  I  returiietl  to  the  Heriiig  Sea 
in  my  own  l)oaf,  the  fjottic,  in  188J),  and  also  in  18iH,and  sealed  all  th«' 
way  from  1(M>  to  18(>  miles  from  the  St.  (Jeorge  and  St. 
Paul  islands.  The  catrh  of  these  two  years  were  of 
about  the  same  character  as  those  caught  in  1887,  and 
were  mostly  females  that  had  given  birth  to  their  young 
and  were  in  milk.  I  kn(»w  of  no  jdace  along  the  coast 
where  seals  haul  (Uif  upon  the  laixl,  nor  (h)  1  think 
that  they  give  birth  to  their  young  in  the  water  or  on 
the  kelp.  I  am  actiuainted  with  the  tlifterent  tribes  of  Indians  along 
the  coast  <>f  VaiK'ouver  Island,  ami  have  never  heavtl  them  say  that 
seals  haul  out  upon  the  land  on  the  coast  or  in  Barclay  Sound.  I  am 
unable  to  tell  a  male  seal  fr(Hii  a  female  while  in  th«'  Wiiter,  unless  itl)e 
an  old  bull  with  a  long  wig.  Seals  used  to  be  very  plentiful,  and  I 
never  noticed  any  decrease  in  their  number  until  white  hunters  coni- 
menced  cominghere  and  killing  them  with  guns,  about 
six  or  seven  years  ago.  Since  tliiit  they  have  decreased 
very  rapidly  and  have  got  very  shy.  Our  tribe  used  to  have  uo  diffi- 
culty in  catching  8,000  to  10,000  seals,  and  now  we  can  not  get  a  thou- 
sand. We  eat  the  meat  of  the  seal  and  deiK'iid  largely  ujion  it  for  our 
subsistence. 

James  (Jlaplanuoo. 


Mimtly  iiiilkiiif;  fc- 
nialcM. 

]{o(iki'i'li-s    only   on 
IViliilot'  Im1;iii'Is. 


I'l'laKic 
known. 


birth     an- 
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SiiIiscrilMMl  iuid  swoni  to  lu'l'ort'  ni(>  on  this  L'Ttli  dny  of  April,  A.  I). 

[SBAL.J  i'LAllKNCK    P.    HlKtWN, 

Notary  I'uhlic  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 


DepoHition  of  Frank  F)ariH,  }fahih  Fnilian,  scaler. 


rKLACJKJ   SHALING. 

8TATE  OF    VVASIIINOTON, 

Count)/ of  (Uallam,  hs  : 

Friuik  Diivis,  hriii;;  duly  sworn,  deposrs  iinil  says:  I  am  about  (»<5 
years  old,  a  native  liidi.'ii  of  tlic  Makali  tiibc,  rosid«' on  tin-  N»'ali  iJay 
Ifescrvation,  in  tlu'  County  of  (Mallain,  State  of  Wasliinjiton,  and  my 
occupation  is  that  of  a  hunter  and  iisherman.  I  have 
been  en^ia^^cd  in  seal-liuntinj;'  for  about  seventeen  years. 
I  have  always  hnntt'd  in  canoes  and  with  sjieais,  and 
y«'ars  a;-**  would  kill  a  {i'reat  many  seals.  1  was  u|)  in 
the  IW'rinjj  S«'a  sealiu}-'  in  IJSSJ*  and  have  n(>t  been  tlieie 
since.  All  the  other  years  I  have  been  seal  hunting;'  alonjj  the  roast, 
between  (Irays  Harbor  and  IJarclay  Sound.  A  few  years  a^jo  seals  were 
very  plentiful  in  the  Straits  of  San  .luan  de  Fu<'a.     It  is  not  now  so. 


Kx|ii  ririHc 
III    lli'iiiiK 


Sfii    ill 


nctrriiNf. 


They  are  so  scarce  in  the  st'.aits  that  we  do  not  hunt  for 
them  there  any  more,  in  all  of  my  experience  in  seal- 
iufi'  on  this  coast  1  have  killed  but  on»'  cow  seal  that  had  milk  in  her 
breast  and  that  had  };iven  birth  to  her  pup.  I  do  not  know  what  be- 
came of  the  i>ui>.  I  have  killed  a  very  few  l»arren  cows,  alonji"  the  coast. 
Nearly  all  of  the  full-};rown  cows  alou}-' the  coast  have  pups  in  th<--'. 
but  the  seals  I   cauj-ht  in   Uerins'"  Sea  were  most  all      „ 

■II  nil  4         1'  !•  ii  Mostly     iiiilklllK 

COWS  Ml  milk,     llie  cows  seem  to  <lisappear  troin   the  town. 
coast  scMuier  than  the  yoiiii};-  seals  do. 
The  seals  first  appear  oil'  tin'  cape  about  Christmas,   and   I   have 

cauji'ht  yoiinji'  seals  as  hite  as  July.     Seals  do  not  haul     apimui ..nr, Kit. 

out  upon  the  land  along  the  coast  and  breed;  nor  do  t.i.vaiM.nt  riMistimis. 
they  give  birth  to  their  yoniif;  in  the  water  nor  on  the  ...usi  aiiiii>i..<i. 
kelp.    Onetime,  when  huntinf;'  alonj^' the  coast  with  a      Xoi'<iiij:i<  i>iitii. 
spear,  our  canoe  took  100  seals  in  five  days,  but  we  can   not  <'atch  as 
many  now.    They  are  very  shy  and  wild,  so  that  if  we  get  two  or  three 
now  in  five  days  we  would  be  doing  very  well     1  have  caught  only  eight 
seals  this  year.     Before  the  white  man  came  hen'  to      i,^.,.,.,..  ^,. 
hunt  seals  with  the  shotgun  and  rille,  five  or  six  years 
ago,  they  w'en^  not  s(»  wild  as  they  are  now,  and  by  this  time  in  a  year 
1  would  have  had  a  hundred  or  more  seals.     When  I   get   seals  now  a 
great  manj'  have  shot  in  them,  a  thing  1  never  saw  before  until  about 
six  or  seven  years  ago. 

Ills 

Frank  x  Davis. 

mark. 

Witness: 

.John  P.  McGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  ine  on  this  27th  day  of  April.  A.  D 
1892. 

[SEAL.J  Cl.\l{EN('K   P.    IlUOWN, 

Notari/  rnblic  in  and  for  tiu-  IState  of  Waahinyton. 
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DejWHttion  of  Jeff  Darin,  Makah  Indian,  neiiler. 

PELAGIC   f«!ALlNG. 
HTATE   of   WASniNOTON, 

Vnuntfi  nf  Chillnm,  us: 
.left"  Davis,  bciii;;  tliily  sworn.  ih'p».>Hes  and  says:  1  am  about  24yiMirs 
of  a<;(',  ami  am  a  native  Makah  Indiiiin.  and  icsidc  on  tlu'  n's«'rvation  at 
the  Nt'ali  l>ay  Ajicncy,  in  tlu'  conntx  of  Clalliini,  State  of  \V;isliinj::ton, 
I'nited  States  of  AnM-rica.      I  am  ;i  hunter  and   lisher- 
Kx|p.  liriK...  man.     Since  1S7<»  I  liiivebeen  eiiji'ayed  in  liuntin^' seals 

most  of  tlie  time  in  l;iri;(' canoes,  tacli  canoe  carryin}; 
three  Indians,  who  used  spears.  I  snr  in  the  middle  of  tlie  canoe  and 
was  known  as  the  paddler.  The  oih'  who  saf  in  tli«'  stern  steered  the, 
canoe,  and  the  one,  in  the  bow  was  the  Ininter.  Y»'iiis  siyo,  in  tiie  winter 
lime,  seals  were  plenty  in  the  Straits  of  San  .Inan  de  l-'iica.  ami  1  have 
hunted  and  helped  to  catch  them  up  the  Straits  as  far  a  l*ysht.  which 
is  ab(»ut  .'{7  miles  from  Cape  l-Mattery.  Of  later  years  they  have  i|uit 
fominji'  in  the  straits  and  we  do  lujt  hunt  for  them  there  any  more.  [ 
also  used  to  hunt  seals  in  canoes  up  and  down  tiie  coast  from  <'ap(^ 
I'Mattery.  In  those  days  there  were  a  ;:reat  many  seals aloiin  the  coast. 
They  travt'led  in  little  herds  <d"  from  ten  to  ttfteeii  each,  ami  we  could 
sometimes  creep  up  (»n  them  when  they  weic  asleep  on 
^  sn.ri'Hs  with  tii«>  II,,,  vvater  and  spear  one  or  two  before  they  j^ot  away. 
We  usually  seemed  all  that  we  hit  with  the  spear. 
About  l(»  or  \'2  years  ajjo  we  bej;aii  to  liuiit  seals  in  sehooieis.  and  ven- 
tured farther  out  in  the  ocean  and  sealed  for  ;^reale''  distances  iijt  and 
down  the  coast.  1  have  sealed  as  far  south  as  the  (  oliimbia  Uiverand 
as  far  up  the  coast  as  the  inu'th  end  of  Vancouver  Island. 

1  have  hunted  seals  in  the  nerini;'  Sea  tor  one  s»'a>«oii   only.     I    went 

there  in  the  schooner  ■fauns  <}.  Swan  in  iSSi).     .Most  of 

the  seals  that  we  captured  there  that  s«>ason  wen- cow.s 

jiiviu};  milk.     1  do  nor  know  where  their  pups  were.    I 

never  eauj;ht  any  jiray  pups  in  tin-  s«»a.     I   have  lieeii 

out  sealing;  on  the  coast  this  spriii;j  in  a  schooner   rhat 

carrie«l  ten  canoes,   with  two  hunters  to  each  caimte. 

We  were  out  three  days  and  (taught  ."»  seals.     It    we   had   been   <Mit 

that  lonjjf  six  or  eij;lit  years  a;io  with  rhe  same  crew,  we  would  have 

taken  between  (M»  and   1(K»  seals.     Seals  are   wild  and 

'*''"'''"*"  shy  now.  and   ha\e  become   very  scarce.     1  think  the 

reason  for  this  is  tlial  they  havetteen  hunted  so  much  by  white  hunters 

who  use  lirearins.     I  have  lu'ver  ii.ille«i  any  cows  };i\  inj;' milk  alonj;  the 

coa.st.  and  1  do  nor  think  ther«'  is  a  place  ahm;;-  the  coast 

"'"""  '"'"'  '"'  ""   where  seals  haul  o.a  and  lueed.   They  do  not  give  birth 

to  their  younj'  in  i;lie  water  or  on  the  ktdp.     Alost  ot  the 

seals  caiif-ht  on  rln'  "(»ast  are   females  with   juips  in 

thenu  the  balance  are  mostly  younj;  seals,  both  male  and  female.     I 

never  saw  a  black  pup  on  the  coast,  ami  this  year  1  have  seen  but  very 

few  yearlings. 

Jeff  Davis. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1.SU2. 

[SEAL.]  ('LABENOE  P.    HUOWN, 

Notary  Public  in  nnui  for  the  IState  of  Waiihington. 
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Depoxition  nf  Klhi  uii.  Makah  Imlian,  avalcr. 

PELAdU;   SEALINO. 


State  of  WAsniNaroN. 

('mint  If  <)/"  ('III  I  hull,  ss  : 

Klliilm.sli,  iK'iiig  duly  s\v(Uii,  d<'i»os«'a  iiiiil  says:  ]  iiiii  a'ltoiit  ^{0  yj'ara 
of    i^e,  and  am  a   native  MaUah   Indian,  and  r(>sid«>  on  the  Neaii  Bay 
ll('s« 'vation,  in  the  enmity  of  riallain.  8:  ate  of  Wash- 
in^tijn,  Uuiti'd  States  of  Aint'ri«;a.     I  coninuMiccd  seal-    Kxiitrieiuo. 
inj;'  in  can.M's  aloii;;'  tli*-  coast  and  in  tin*  Htiaits  of 
San  .lujin  de   liii'a,  altoni   liftcen  years  ayo,  and  have  always  hunted 
seals  with  spears  until  m^eently.     Thiee  Indians  usually  no  with  eaeh 
canoe.     About  ten    yca^s  aj^o  I  went  Iiuntinj;'  in  the 
scriiooiuT  Mist^  owned  by  a  white  man.     We  cruised  tor 
s«*als  alon;;-  the  coast,  between  the  <'ohnnbia  Kiver  and  liarelay  Sound. 
1  iiav«'  cauyht  '.»  seals  this  year. ."»  ol  wiiicli  iiad  pups  in  tln'in;  the  small 


Mitt,  in  1H82. 


\|>|M':ii'iii  Sti'iiilsiif 


row  iu((«n 


ones  did  not  have  pups  in  them.     Tin' seals  appear  in 

the  Straits  of  San  Jaiin  de  l-'uca  the  latter  part  of  De-    SMn!luMn.'irTVira'ia't 

eendier,  and  are  all  jione  by  the  middle  of  July.     In  the  ;;;;;i'';;;V'!,n*\;;;;;'''"",j: 

mouths  of  •lanuary  and  February  the  pups  in  the  cows  iiiiiiniuoi.iui.v. 

aie  so  small  that  you  will  ii»»t  notice  them  unless  you 

cut  the  l)elly  open.     All  full  };i'<»\vn  cows  that    I  have      aiiiiiII« 

killed   alonji  the   coast   had   pups  in   them,  and  have   ""''"'•' 

never  Uilleii  but  one  that  had  j^iven  biilh  to  their  youu^' and  were  in 

milk,  and   iuive  no  recollection  of  havin;;'  kilh'd  a  barren  cow.     The 

yimn^'ei' ones  do  not  have  pups  in  them,  and  are  about  one-half  nude 

and  one  half  female.     The  fulljirown   cows  leave  this  vi«'inity  tor  the 

north  earlier  than  the  youn;;'er  ones  do.     I  catch  more 

younjj' seals  in  .May  and  .lune  than    1  do  earlier  in  the  ,„!,!;;""'  ''■'"' "i""' 

season.     Sisals  do  not  haul  out  upon  the  land  alon;;  the 

coast  and  awv  birth   to  their  youn;;'.     I   have  mn'er 

known  jaips  to  be  l)orn  in  the  water  n(M-on  the  kelp. 


X<>  pclniiii'  birtli. 


About  two  years  ajfo  I  be<iun  to  hunt  with  yuns,  but   always  carried 
a  spear.     Since  I  have  been  hunting;' with  i^uus  1  htse  a 
yreai  ;'..any  seals  that  1  shoot.     I  kill  some  dead  ami      \yi..si,- of  un,  with 
they  sink  like  a  ntck.     Stmie  that  1  shoot  are  wounded 
and  ^et  away  and  pi'obably  die.     I  have  cauj^ht  a  ^iood  nuiny  seals  that 
had  shot  ii.  them.     Seals  are  not   s(»  plentiful  now  as  they  were  a  few 
years  ayo.     They  be{;;au  to  decrease  about  liv«'  or  six 
years  ayo.    A  <i(>od  many  yc'ais  ajjo  1   useil  to  captur<' 
s»^a 
many  sclioouei-s  and  w 
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Is  in  the  Straits  of  San  tiaun  de   l''uca.  but  of  late  vears,  sii 


guns,  that  only  a  few  c 
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I   have  come  around  heri!  shooting  with 

here  and  we  do  not  hunt  in  tiie  straits 

rty  or  lifty  seals  in  om-  day,  and  now  if 

e  great    luck.     I    have  to  go  a  long  <lis- 

are  wild  and  afraid  of  an  Indiai  .     They 

ite  man  and  the  '^rader  began  Ut  shoot 


I  get  six  or  seven  I  woi 

tanee  to  get  seals  now, 

have  become  so  since 

them  with  shotguns  and  rille.s.     In  a  short  time  there  will  be  no  seals 

left  for  the  Indian  t<o  kill  with  the  sp(>ar.     In   liiiiiting 

with  the  spear   I  grt   almost  all   the  .seals  that    I   hit.      ^"""•'"'   *'"•  ^»'« 

Once,  in  the  montliof  June.  I  caught  a  seal  that  had  a 

pup  in  it.     I   carefully  cut  the  pu]»  <uit  of  its  mother 
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,     .        ami  i)la(,'cd  it  in  rli*-  water  and  it  dnnviu'd.    I  have 

Pup  can  licit  HWiin.         «...  ^      j.'  ^i  ii  i  i   *.    •     i  i     .  „    „ 

ottvn  cut  i>ups  out  of  tiic  iiiotlu'r  st'n]  and  tried  to  rear 
them,  but  in  two  or  three  days  it  wouhl  si<Ueii  iiiul  die. 

Ellaih  su  (his  X  mark). 
Witness: 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and   sworn  to  before  me  on  the  27tli  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clarence  l\  IMiown, 

Notary  Pnhlh  in  wniMJmmtliv  iState  of  ]Vashington. 


Depoftition  of  Alfred  Irving,  Mal-au  Imdian,  sealer  {master). 

PELAGIC   HEAIilNG.. 

State  op  WASHiNftTON, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss  : 
Alferd  Irving',  bei lip;  duly  sworn,  depo^^s  and  says:  I  am  abont  40 
years  old,  and  iuu  a  native   Vlakaii  Indian,  and  reside 
Experience.  on  the  Ncah  llav  Keserviitidii,  State  of  Washinj^ton, 

United  States  of  America.  My  occupation  is  hunting' 
and  tiahing,  and  I  am  one  of  the  headmen  <ii  my  tribe.  I  am  iinister 
and  one -half  owner  of  the  schooner  Mmy  I'nrker.  I  have  been  en- 
gajjed  in  iaunting  seals  ever  since  1  was  old  enough.  Formerly  my 
tribe  hunted  in  canoes  and  used  spears  exclusively,  but  intlie  last  two 
years  a  few  of  tliem  have  used  -iliotguns.  Previous  to  about  ten  years 
ago  we  seldom  went  more  than  -•>  miles  onf  to  sea  and  sealed  about 
that  distance  off  Cape  Flattery.  Since  rliat  time  some  of  our  tribe 
have  owned  three  oi'  four  small  schooners,  and  those  that  go  out  in 
them  ]>ut  their  canoes  and  s])ear8  on  tbe  schooners  and  are  carried 
from  5(>  to  T.l  miles  ott'  Cape  Flattery  and  along  tlu'  coast  from  Colum- 
l>ia  Uiver  ti.  Barclay  Sound.  In  the  earlier  years  when  1  went  hunting 
we  would  not  go  out  ol  the  Straits  of  San  Juan  de 
ApiMiirinstraiiHoi  p^  ,  duriug  the  w  iutcr  moutlis  andearlv  in  the  spring. 
»i».iit  i»t  of  Jaiiiiiirv,  The  seals  «u)mm»Micetoapp«^ar  in  the  Sf  raits  of  San  JmiU 
;;;';;j,;77,';;';;;;.. "'"'"'  de  Fuca  about  tlie  Ist  of  January  or  the  last  ()f  Decem- 
ber an«i  c(mic  and  go  to  the  middle  of  July.  The  gen- 
eral ciuirse  seemed  to  l>e  to  the  luirth,  and  by  the  middle  «)f  June  the 
gi-owii  cows  were  most  all  gone,  nnt  the  younger  oiu^s  used  to  be  (piite 
plentiful  until  about  the  mid<lic  of  July,  when  they  wotdd  also  dis- 
appear. 
I  have  always  used  spears  in  Imining  seals,  and  seldom  wounded  or 
hit  one  that  i  did  not  get,  until  in  1  Si)!,  which  year, 
and  the  otdy  oibr  I  went  to  lieiing  Seai  and  used  the 
shotgun  i)art  of  lu*'  time.  1  found  in  the  use  of  the 
shotgun  that  a  ga'eat  many  ot  tlu'  seals  that  were  killed 
or  wounded  wer**  lost,  and  that  those  that  1  secured  in 
the  IJering  Sea  were  nearly  all  females  that  had  given 
{■Bth  to  tJi»*ir  young  and  were  m  jnilk.  Our  vessel  captured  about  4<»0 
MNiMat  <*  (liHtam-'.r  of  about  KMt  miles  from  the  Priltylov  Islands,  most 
ii£I  of  whicii  were  cows  iu  milk.     We  u.sed  shotguns  and  secured  about 
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two  seals  out  of  five  that  we  shot.  About  one-half  of  those  caught 
along  the  coast  were  full-grown  cows  with  pups  in  tbcin, 
a  few  were  nu'dium-si/.ed  males,  and  the  rest  were  feiJfXs^afoni'wMSt"* 
younger  seals  of  both  sexes.  I  have  never  caught  a 
full-grown  cow  in  the  straits  or  along  the  coast  that  did  not  have  a  pup 
in  her.  I  am  intimately  acquainted  with  the  (!oast  from  here  to  Bar- 
clay Sound,  and  1  know  of  no  place,  nor  have  not 
heard  of  any  j^lace,  where  seals  come  to  land,  nor 
neither  do  I  believe  it  to  be  possible  for  them  to  Inne 
their  young  in  the  water  or  on  the  kelj)  and  have  their 
pups  live.  Seals  are  not  as  plentiful  now  as  they  were 
before  white  men  c«tmmenced  bunting  them  with  guns 
around  here  some  six  ov  seven  years  ago.  They  are  more  shy  now  find 
it  is  nuich  more  <litticnlt  for  tin'  hunters  to  cr(H']>  up  and  spear  them 
than  it  was  a  few  years  ago.  If  they  keep  on  killing  them  with  the 
guns  there  will  be  none  left  in  a  little  while. 

HU 

Alferd  X  Irving. 

mark. 

Witness : 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27tli  dav  of  Aju'il,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clarence  P.  JiRowN, 

Notary  rnhlic  in  and  for  the  l^tutc  of  WoHhington. 
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Pej)osition  of  Tshla,  Makah  Indian,  sealer, 

pelagic  sealinc 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  (jUdlam,  ss : 

Ishka,  being  duly  sworn,   deposes  and  says:    iVfy  age  is  about  60 
years.     I  am  a  native  nnlian  of  the  Makah  tribe,  and  leside  on  the 
reservation  at  the  Neah  Bay  Agency,  in  the  State  of   Washington, 
United  States  of  America.     1  am  by  occupation  a  tisherman,     I  liave 
hunted  seals  along  the   coast  ever    since  I   was  old 
enough  to  do  so.    1  have  always  used  spears  while  hunt-    '"'"''■''"*'"• 
ing  the  seals  in  canoes.     I  have  hnntetl  seals  in  the  Straitsof  San  Juan 
de  Fuca,  40  or  50  miles  otf  Cape  Flattery,  until  about  seven  years  ago; 
since  then  I  have  fiequently  gone  as  far  south  as  the  Colnmbia  Uiver 
and  to  the  northward  to  tlie  far  end  of  Vancouver  Island,  and  fully 
one-half  of  the  seals  we  <'at<'h  are  cows  with  young  in 
them.     1  have  been  ont  sealingoncethisyeaiand  we  «'ap-   ,,,,^,','1,),^' '""'  '"**^' 
tuied   three    seals;   one    of  which,  in  diviiling    them 
up,  became  mine.    The  one  I  got  was  a  full  grown  cow  with  a  pup  in 
it.    In  the  months  of  .January  and  February  the  |mii)s  in  the  cows  arii 
so  small  that  ()ne  will  not  noti«'e  whether  the  cow  is  pregnant  or  not 
unless  he  cuts  her  open,  but  later  on  in  the  season   it  may  be  observed 
without  cutting  them  open.     I  have  never  killed  a  cow  on  the  coast 
that  had  give  v.  biith  to  her  pup  and  was  giving  n»ilk, 
nor  have  I  e\er  >cen  a  pup  born  the  same  year.     Seals  ...'"i  ""'  '""'  "•""' 
do  not  haul  oiu  npon  the  land  along  the  coast  and   „r^jj;\|!J'"'  '"  ^^^^ 
breed,  nor  do  they  give  birth  to  their  young  in  the  "'^""  "^' 
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water  or  npoii  tlu^  k»'lp.    T  tliink  a  ]m]t  born  in  tln'  water  or  upon  kelp 
would  sink  and  <lie.     Years  iXjxo  we  eouhl  see  seals  all  over  the  water. 
iNia«ic.,irti.nn,M«.   '^""^^.V  "'«  "<'^  **"  plentiful  uow.    Tlie.v  have  been  «row- 
Hii.i.'.  inj;:  less  ami  less  ever  since  the  white  man  eame  in  and 

i)««nii»e  bejyan  to  hunt  them  with  {•uns,  about  six  or  seven 

years  ago,  and  so  many  vessels  went  into  the  business. 

IsiiKA  (his  X  mark). 
Witness: 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  ou  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
l.S!>2. 
[SEAL.J  Clarence  P.  Brown, 

Notary  I'nblk  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 


Deposition  of  Selwish  Johnson,  MaJcah  Indian,  sealer. 
pelagio  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  ('lalln:*i,  ss: 

Selwish  Johnson,  beiiiji  duly  snorn,  deposef^  and  says:  T  am  about 

IH)  years  old;  am  a  n.ttivc  Alakah  Indian,  and  reside 

Exp-rieme.  .^^  'y^^,^^^    jj.^y^  ^^1^   j,,^.   Indian  Reservation,  State  of 

Washington,  United  States  of  Anu'rica.  My  oc<'Upation  is  that  o\' 
hunting  and  fishinu'.  I  have  been  <'ngaged  in  eatehinj^'  seals  ever 
since  1  was  <dd  enough  to  «lo  so,  and  have  always  hunted  with  a 
spear.  In  former  years  we  used  to  hunt  in  the  Straits  of  San  Juan  de 
F\un,  and  in  the  summer  around  Cape  Flattery,  but  for  the  last  few 
years  we  have  had  to  go  farther  to  get  them,  and  now  we  hunt  from 
(Columbia  River  to  Barclay  Sound.  We  put  our  <anoes  and  spears  on 
board  of  a  sehocmer,  and  go  out  from  10  to  (iO  miles  off  Cape  Flat- 
tery. Have  been  out  this  season,  and  <'auglit  thirteen 
seals  around  Cape  Flattery,  seven  of  which  had  pups 
in  them,  the  balance  being  young  seals,  about  one-half 
eai'h  of  nude  and  fenmle.  We  lose  but  very  few  seals 
that  we  hit  with  a  spear.  In  all  of  my  experience  as 
a  seal  hunter  1  have  captured  but  one  or  two  old  bulls. 
1  am  unable  to  distinguish  a  nude  seal  from  a  female 
seal  while  at  a  «listance  in  the  water.     I  have  nevei 


Mt«,|orit.voniightart 
prt'unaiit  cow*. 

Siiut'OHB    with    tin 
8|)(Mir. 


Sox    iiidlHtlnguiHli 
able  111  tb«  watiT. 


Dii  not  hiiiil  out  (111  ,,  •  •!!        I  i.1  i.  II 

roniit.  or  ((iv«  birth  to  cauglir  a  COW  III  iiiilk  aloug  the  coast,  nor  s;  small  pup 

^oung  In  water  or  Oh    ^j,.,j.  j,.,,j    j,gj,j,  |^,„.„  ^|,.,^   y,,.,,.        g^..,]^  j|^,  ,„,^   ^,.jj,j  ,,„j 

'  **■  U]>on  the  land  and  breed,  along  the  coast,  nor  give 

Docrease.  birth  to  their  young  in  the   water  or  tni   the  kelp. 

Ab()Ut  six  years  ago  1  noticed  the  seal  herd  began  to 

decrease,  and  they  are  getting  less  each   year  ever  since  the  white 

hunter  came  about  here  an<l  commenced    killing    them  with  guns. 

They  kill  anti  wound  a  great  many  that  they  do  not 

WoatoofUfo.  get.    I  have  spearetl  a  great  many  seals  that  had  shot 

iu  thekn.    They  are  very  scarce  now,  and  very  wild 
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ami  difticiilt  to  ciit<-li.     If  hunted  with  jjuiis  thcv  will  Awonr  oi»  cnim 

all  soon  he  destroyed.     Seals  anpearoft'  Cape  Fliitt.'iy  rurianu«r.!!''»mi'lir« 

ill  December  and  .January,  and  nearly  all  of  them  are  con.  i..v.iiiiy'i. 
y;one  by  the  tirst  of  .July. 

Urn 

Selwisii  X  Johnson. 

mark. 

Witnesses: 

John  I'.  MfiGLTNN. 
C.  K.  (Jay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27tii  day  of  April,  A.  I). 

[SEAL.J  (JLAUENi'E    V.   HROWN, 

Kotanj  Piihlic  in  and  Jor  (lie  ISUitv  of  Washington. 


jyejwsition  of  James  Lit/hthouae,  Makah  Indian  sealer. 

PELAdIC  SEALING. 


State  of  Wasiiinoton, 

Connty  of  Clallam,  ss: 
.James  Lighthouse,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:    I  am  a  na- 
tive Indian  of  Makah  tribe,  an<l  reside  at  Neah  Bay,  <»n  the  In«lian  Ko- 
servation,  in  the  State  of  Washingtcui,  United  States  of  America.    1 
am  alKmt  u;>  years  of  age,  and  my  oc»'Upatiou  is  that  of 
hunting  and  fishing.     1  am  the  owner  of  the  schooner     K»i'ericiue. 
C.  C.  Perkins.   1  lunx'been  engaged  in  sealing  and  Hsh-     c.  o.  rerkin>. 
ing  ever  since  I  was  ohl  emmgh  to  do  so.     1  have  al- 
ways hunted  seals  with  the  spear,  and  have  never  used  the  gun  or  been 
ill  IJering  Sea.     1  have  always  sealed  in  the  Strait  of  San  .Inaii  de  Fm-a, 
and  around  (Jape  Flattery,  and  up  and  (U>wn  the  coast  from   Barclay 
Scmnd  to  the  Columbia  Kiver.     1  rominem;e<l  going  North  to  Barclay 
S«)und  about  ten  vears  ago.    Seals  are  not  nearly  so     „ 
plentiful  now  as  they  used  to  be.     About  seven  years 
ago  white  men  connnenced  to  hunt  seals  in  this  vicinity  with  guns, 
since  which  time  they  have  been  decreasing  in  numbers  and  have  be- 
come wihl  and  hard  to  <*ateh.     I  am  intimately  at'fjuainted  with  the 
bays  and  <'oast  from  here  to  Bar<!lay  Souml,  and  I  know  of  no  place  on 
the  coast,  neither  have  1  heard  of  any,  where  seals 
haul  out  upon  the  land  and  give  birth  to  their  young, 
nor  do  1  believe  that  they  give  birth  to  their  young  in 
the  water  or  on  the  k»'lp.     Of  all  the  seals  captured  by 
me,  about  one-half  of  them,  I  tii'iik,  were  cows  with 
pups  in  them,  and  it  is  very  seldom  that  I  have  owv  caught  a  full- 
grown  cow  that  was  l>arreii  or  did  not  have  a  pup  in     ,,    ,  ,,.    ,.       , 

^  1  I       •  •  1  Olicllllll      III        hi'iiIm 

iier;  ntu' have  1,  m  my  long  expenence,  caught  a  cow  taiicu  am  iHTKiiiint 
that  was  in  milk,  or  that  had  recently  given  birth  to  '""** 
lu'r  young.  I  seldom  ever  kill  an  old  bull,  for  tlu-re  are  but  very  few 
of  them  that  mingle  with  the  lu'rd  along  the  coast.  I  am  unable  to 
tell  a  male  seal  from  a  female  while  in  the  water,  unless  it  be  an  old 
bull  with  a  long  wig.  Seals  are  not  as  plentiful  and  are  more  shy  than 
they  used  to  be,  and  are  imue  ditlicult  to  catch,  be- 
euuse  tln'y  have  been  hunted  so  much  for  the  last  live 
or  six  years  with  guns. 


Do  not  liiiul  lip  un 
I'oaNt. 


Arr  not  born  in  the 
wiiliT  or  on  kolp. 


Ducrutuie. 


1 


/' 

i.'lli 


h 


.« I-..  "^ 
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My  tribe  used  to  limit  oxclu8iv«>ly  in  caiioos,  and  did  not  go  many 

„    ..    ,    ,  „         miles  t'nun  the  cane,  but  in  tlie  last  teiior  twelve  v«'iir8 

a  {jood  many  of  the  hunters  put  their  ranoes  on  the. 

small  schooners,  owned  by  some  of  tis,  and  we  no  farther  out  into  the 

sea,  and  from  the  Columbia  liiver  to  Ihirclay  Sound,  to  hunt  seals. 

Unless  we  use  guns  we  will  have  to  stop  huiitin},'  them,  for  they  are 

WMte  ..( lif  g<'ttin};  so  wild  we  can  not  »'atch  \v  my.    1  know  that  a 

"*  *"'     *■         great  many  must  be  lost  by  the  white  hunters,  for  a  great 

many  that  I  catch  have  shot  in  them,  and  some  are  badly  wounded. 

The  first  seals  appear  in  the  str.ait  and  on  the  coast  about  tin*  last  of 

Mi  r  tio   of  December  and  feed  along  the  coast,  and  seem  to  be 

grn  on  o  sea  fl.  ^f^,.]^j„g  sh)wiy  to  the  uortli,  uutil  about  the  middle  of 

June,  at  which  time  the  cows  are  pretty  much  all  gone,  but  the  smaller 

seals  remain  until  about  the  middle  of  July.    I  seldom  see  an  old  bull, 

and  wheu  I  do  he  is  nuich  farther  from  land,  and  it  is  early  in  the 

Reason. 

Formerly,  we  used  to  hunt  seals  for  food  and  sold  the  skins  to  traders 

for  $2  or  $3  each,  but  for  the  last  few  years  we  have 

been  getting  big  prices  for  the  skins  and  we  catch  all 

we  can  without  regard  to  size  or  sex.     Ten  years  ago 

I  seldom  saw  a  white  hunter  shooting  seals,  but  now 

the  sea  is  full  of  them  and  they  are  banging  away  all 

the  time,  getting  some  but  killing  and  wounding  a 

great  many  they  do  not  get. 

his 

James  x  Lighthouse. 

mark. 

Witness : 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[L.  s.]  Clabenck  p.  Hrown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Washington. 


Prices  of  Hkins. 

IiKiiscrimiuHte  kill 
ing. 

Waste  of  life. 


Deposition  of  OsJy,  Makah  Indian  sealer. 


!i 


pelagic  sealing. 

State  op  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss: 

Osiy,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  native  Makah 

Indian,  and  reside  on  the  Indian  reservation  at  Neah  Bay,  in  (Jlallam 

County,  State  of  Washington,  I'liited  States  of  America.     I  am  alxmt 

2H  years  old,  and  am  a  tisherman  and  hunter  by  »>ccui>a- 

Expcrioiice.  tion.     1  have  been  engaged  at  seal  hunting  along  tlie 

coast  for  the  last  ten  years.    At  first  I  hunted  in  large 

canoes,  but  soon  commencetl  to  go  hunting  in  sclnxuiers.    I  have  seahMl 

all  along  the  coast,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River  to  the  passes 

s.ai«.i«i.otiinui »i.  leadinginto the BeringSea,aud do notknowof  anyplace 

on  (osHt,  iinii  uro  not  ou  the  coast  wlicrc  seals  haul  out  n])on  the  land.    Seals 

keiji. '"  "^^^"^  "'  ""  *^**  ^^^  J^'^®  birth  to  their  young  in  the  water noron  the 

kelp.     About  six  years  ago  I  went  to  Bering  Sea,  as  a 

Favoriit,  1886.  ji  huiiter,  Oil  the  sealing  seho(mer  Faroritv,  MeClean, 

waster.    She  carried  one  stern  boat  and  ten  canoes; 


» 'fl 


IJ 
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WaHte  of  life. 


VhalUnyti,  188M. 


Cnti'li  iiioHtl.v  iiiirH- 
inn  c"»H. 


wc  captured  about  4,700  seals,  most  all  of  which  were     •*»'••'  "'"»tiy  pwg 

1      _•    •  •11         mi  •      -i        1-  ii  I  nant  or  niirmnccows. 

cow  seals  giving  milk.    The  majority  ot  the  seals  we 

caught  in  the;  Bering  Sea  were  cows  that  had  given  birth  to  their  young. 

We  captured  these  at  a  distance  of  about  100  miles  away  from  the 

Pribylov  Islands.     We  used  the  spear  more  than  the  gun,  and  secured 

nearly  all  of  them  that  we  hit  with  it,  but  lost  a  great 

many  seals  that  we  shot;  we  prefer  to  use  the  spear, 

because  in  so  doing  we  do  not  lose  so  many  nor  frighten  them  away. 

About  four  years  ago  I  went  to  Bering  Sea  as  a  hunter  in  the  seal- 
ing schooner  Challemjer,  Williams,  master.  She  carried 
boats  and  one  canoe.  There  were  three  white  men  iu 
each  boat  and  two  Indians  in  the  canoe.  We  <'aught 
abcnit  2,000  seals,  most  of  which  were  cows  in  milk. 
The  white  hunters  who  used  guns  in  the  Bering  Sea 
were  banging  away  at  the  seals  sometimes  all  <lay  long,  and  they  would 
lose  a  great  many  of  those  that  they  had  shot.  I  do  not  think  that 
they  brought  to  the  schooner  one-half  of  those  that  they  j.^.^ 

killed,  to  say  nothing  of  those  that  they  wounded  and 
got  away.    I  am  unable  to  tell  the  sex  of  the  seal  while  it  is  iu  the  water, 
unless  it  be  an  old  bull  with  a  long  wig. 

In  1889  1  again  went  to  the  sea,  in  the  schooner  Jaw e«  G.  Siran.    Seals 
were  not  so  thick  in  the  sea  that  vear  as  they  were 
about  four  years  previous  to  that  time.     Seals  are  like-      Jo'"""  *'"<"'.i88i) 
wise  rapidly  decreasing  all  along  the  <'oast.    I  have     nwrinse. 
never  killed  an  old  bull  or  barren  cow  talong  the  coast, 
neither  have  I  killed  a  cow  in  milk  along  the  coast,  or  anywhere  else 
than  in  the  Bering  Sea.    Small  black  pups  are  not  seen  in  the  water  along 
the  coast.    Seals  Hrst  ai)pear  oft"  ('ape  Flatterv  about 
the  1st  of  January,  and  pass  on  up  the  coast  aiid  begin   ,.oMt'.' '""""*""' 
to  disappear  in  June,  the  old  cows  leaving  first,  and 
about  tlie  last  of  June  they  are  all  gone. 

OSLY  (his  X  mark). 

Witness : 

C.  P.  Brown. 
John  P.  McGlinn. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 

[L.  S.]  ('LAHKNrE   1*.  BUOWN, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  WaKhiiiffton, 

residing  at  Vort  Angdea,  Wash. 


.ifm; 


m 


:mii 


Deposition  of  WHson  Parker,  Indian  sealer, 
HABITS  PELAGIC  SEALING. 


State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss: 

Wilson  Parker,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  native 
Makah  Indian  and  live  on  the  reservation  at  ^eah  Hay,  State  of  Wash- 
ington, United   States  of  America,  and  am  by  occupa- 
tion a  hunter  and  fisherman.     I  have  been  engaged  in  g^.an.Vg"'""'  '"'"'"' 
seal  hunting  for  about  eighteen  years;  the  first  eight 
or  ten  years  I  used  to  go  as  a  steerer man  in  large  canoes,  three  men  in 
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a  canoe,  and  the  Indians  in  the  canoe  used  spears.     We  iiunted  10  or  1"» 

uiileH  ott'sliore  and  about  the  same  distance  north  and 

Scaling  off  coa.t.      ^^^^^j^  ^^^.  ^.^^^^  Fhittery.    I  nsed  to  hunt  lor  seals  in  the 

Straits  of  San  Juan  de  Fnea,  but  ofhite  years  have  not  done  so  because 
the  seals  do  not  come  into  the  strjiits  any  more.    During  the  last  eifjht 
or  ten  years  1  have  been  hunting;  seals  in  smaller  canoes  and  were  taken 
farther  out  to  sea  by  schooners  that  would  carry  ten  or  tifteen  small 
canoes,  each  canoe  manned  by  two  Indians.    I  have  sealed  in  that  nitan- 
ner  all  the  way  along  the  coast  from  the  Columbia  liiver  to  the  upper 
end  of  the  Vancouver  Island  and  have  never  seen  a 
coSit.''"'  **""*  "''  "^  place  along  there  Mhere  the  seals  hauled  out  upon  the 
land.    Seals  do  not  give  birth  to  their  young  in  the 
water  nor  on  the  kelp.    I  never  saw  any  black  imps  in  the  water,  but 
we  used  to  catch  a  great  many  more  gray  ]>nps  than  we  d<»  now,  and  I 
have  never  captured  any  cows  along  the  coast  that  were  giving  milk 
and  that  had  given  birtli  to  their  yimng  that  year.    1  never  have  cap- 
tured any  full  grown  cows  on  the  coast  that  were  bar- 
we^n  wi\'"r!°*''"'"''''    I'fH,  and  seldom  See  any  old  bulls  andean  not  tell  the 
sex  of  a  seal  in  the  water. 
Seals  are  very  much  more  scarce  than  they  were  when  I  began  to 
seal  in  schooners.    I  never  see  any  more  big  herds 
Dpcnnse.  ^^^  ^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  .^j^^^  j^  j^  much  morc  difticult  to  get  to 

them  now  than  in  former  years.  They  have  g«»t  wild  and  shy,  because 
they  have  been  hunted  too  much  with  guns.  I  have  been  out  seal- 
ing this  year  and  caught  10  seals;  5  of  them  were  full-grown  cows 
that  had  pups  in  them.  Tlie  rest  w«'re  young  seals  alumt  2  years 
old,  both  male  and  female,  excepting  1,  and  that  was 
Migration.  ^  g^.^^  ^^^^^^      rj^j^^  seals  tii'st  appear  in  this  vicinity 

about  the  1st  of  January,  and  i)ass  along  up  the  coast  in  June  and 
July.  The  cows  most  all  disappear  in  June  and  the  younger  seals  a 
little  later. 

I  have  always  hunted  with  a  spear  and  never  with 
a  gun,  and  have  never  been  in  liering  Sea. 


Has  not  bunted  in 
Bering  Sua. 


Witnesses: 
John  P. 


IiIh 

Wilson  x  Parker. 

niork. 


McGlinn. 


C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  1). 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clarknck  p.  Brown, 

Notary  Puhlic  in  ami  for  the  State  of  Washington. 


;(: 


D^oaition  of  Chestoqua  Peter mn,  elerk  of  trader. 
pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  (Ualhim,  sh: 

Chestoqua  Peterson,  being  duly  sworn,  <le])os«'s  and  says:  lam  24  years 

of  age,  and  am  the  son  of  Peter  Brown,  tliechief  of  the  Makah  Indians. 

I  reside  at  Neah  Bay,  Clallam  County,  State  of  Wash- 

Exiwrience.  ington,  United  States  of  America.    I  am  by  occupa- 

tioii  a  clerk  in  the  trader's  store  here,  and  I  speak  the 
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English  laiiguiif'o  well,  and  can  int«'i|  "t  the  Chinook  and  Iiulian  lan- 
fjuages.  ])nring  the  last  ciylit  yuiis  I  iu>v«'  b«'eii  i'n;iaji«'d  in  buyinj: 
and  handling  seaMiirs  for  my  employer  at  Ncah  Hay.  I  assort  the  tins 
into  ditlerent  classes  and  (|nalities  and  usually  divide  them  into  four 
gra<les — first,  second,  third,  and  fourth. 

The  tlrst-chiss  is  composed  mostly  of  the  skins  of  full  grown  <'«»ws. 
I  distinguish  the  skins  «)f  males  from  those  of  cows  l)ecaus«>  the  skins 
of  the  cows  have  white  whiskers  and  those  of  nndes 
black  whiskers.  * '"""''  "'  """"'• 

The  second  «'lass  I  i»lacethe  skins  of  younger  seals  that  are  2  yearvS 
old  and  over.  They  all  have  black  whiskers,  both  male  and  fennde, 
except  perhaps  a  few  seals,  whose  whiskers  arc  beginning  to  turn 
white. 

The  third-class  1  place  theskinsof  all  seals  that  are  less  than  2  years 
old,  excepting  the  gray  pui)s. 

The  fourth-class  I  put  the  gray  pups. 

The  third  and  fourth  classes  are  about  half  male  and  half  female. 
Aln>ut  one-third  of  all  the  skins  taken  here  are  graded  as  tirst-class 
skins,  and  are  mostly  female  skins.  In  former  years  the  Indians  would 
take  a  greater  proportion  of  pups  than  they  do  now.  I  know  this  be- 
cause of  the  skins  that  ar«'  otlered  for  sale  now.  In  the 
schooner  Jarnvn  ij.  Snuin  this  year  the  Indians  captured 
108  skins,  and  among  the  wliole  lot  there  were  only  2  skins  of  jmiiks. 
The  seals  taken  far  off  tlu'  shore  are  larger  than  those  caught  near  the 
coast  or  in  the  straits.  There  are  not  as  manv  seal 
skins  ottered  for  sale  now  as  in  former  years,  and  last  'i<"n»G.s„an,im. 
year  our  people  caught  less  than  one-eighth  of  what 
they  used  to  prior  to  l.S8<i. 

ClIESTOCil'A  Tetekson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

[SEAL.]  ClAUENCE    p.    r»l{(>WN, 

Notary  Public  in  and /or  the  matt;  of  Washinyton* 


Di'crcnm'. 


Beposition  of  John  Tysum,  Mal-ah  Indian  {sealer). 


haiuts.    pelagic   sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  (Vallain,  ss: 

John  Tysum, being  duly  sworn, deposes  and  says:  lam  about 29  years 
oM.  I  am  a  mitivi^  Indian  of  the  Makah  tribe;  I  reside 
on  the  reseivation  at  the  Neah  Bay  Agency.  I  am  by 
occupation  a  hunter  and  lishernum.  1  have  bt^en  en- 
gaged in  hunting  seals  ever  siiu-e  I  was  old  enough.  In 
18891  entered  the  Hering  Sea  in  tlu' schooner '/««««  (i. 
iSican.  I  was  never  there  before,  nor  have  I  b«'en  there 
sint'c.  Ab«mt  two  y«'ars  ago  I  began  to  hunt  seals  with 
the  shotgun,  but  I  ha  ve  always  carried  a  spear  in  my  canoe,  and  frecpiently 
use  it.  I  have  seale<l  up  and  down  tlu*  coast  in  j-aiioes  between  De- 
struction Islaiul  and  the  ncuth  end  of  Vancouver  Island.  In  latter 
years  I  havi'gone  seal  hunting  in  scliooners  that  cairicd  Indian  canoes. 
Generally  eaih  canoe  is  manned  i)y  three  Indians,  one  of  which  cariies 
a  si)eiu'.    Wheu  a  seal  or  a  school  of  seals  are  sighted  the  cauoe  is  low- 
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Pregiiuiit  I'uiiibIch. 


Do  not  haul  up  on 
coast. 


Wa8t«  of  life. 


chmI  ami  thv  Tndiiin.s  pfo  toward  tlio  seal  and  try  to  cantim'  tlu'iii,  and  at 

night  we  r«'tuni  to  tlu'  scliooncr  witli  <nii  ratrli.     The  s<'al.><  are  phued 

on  Ixiard  the  schooner  aii<l  skinned,  sometimes  tiu>  carcasses  are  tlirown 
int4(  tlie  sea.  and  .sometimes  tin'y  ar«'  saved  for  I'ootl. 
Seals  appear  on  tin-  coast  about  the  last  of  December, 

and  they  are  nearly  all  gone  up  north  by  tiie  middle  of  July. 
About  halt'tlu'  seals  caught  al<»ng  the  coast  aiecows  that  have  wliite 
whiskers  and  have  pups  ill  them.  A  good  many  young 
males  and  females,  from  1  to  2  years  old  are  cap- 
tured. They  all  have  black  whiskers.  I  have  never 
killed  any  old  bulls  along  the  coast,  but  have  killed  a 
very  few  large  cows  late  in  the  season  that  were  bar- 
ren. Sealsdo  not  haul  <mt  upon  the  land  alongthe  coast 
and  give  birth  to  their  yoimg;  nor  do  they  breed  on 
the  kelp  or  in  the  water.     1  get  most  all  the  seals  that 

I  hit  with  the  spear.    I  lose  about  one-half  of  those  I  shoot  with  a  gun. 

If  I  kill  a  seal  right  dead,  it  sinks  almost  as  (|uick  as  a  rouk,  and  if  it 

is  slightly  w(»unded  they  run  away  and  are  lost. 
1  have  captureil  a  great  many  si-als  with  the  sjiear,  and  found  .shot 
in  them.  1  have  never  captured  any  cows  in  milk 
along  the  coast,  but  when  in  the  Bering  Sea,  in  1S«".>,  I 
sealed  ott"  about  W  miles  from  the  seal  islands  and 
caught  cows  in  milk  there.  During  the  last  fl  or  0 
years  seals  have  decreased  in  numbers  very  rapidly.  A 
great  many  of  the  white  men  are  poor  hunters,  and  lose 
a  great  many  of  the  seals  that  they  shoot.  They  shoot, 
and  shoot,  and  shoot,  and  don't  get  any  seals,  and  that 
makes  them  wild,  .so  that  an  Indian  can't  get  near  them 
with  a  spear.    The  cow  .seals  leave  the  vicinity  of  Cape 

Flattery  sooner  than  the  y<mng  seals  do  and  aie  almost  all  gone  in 

Juue,  but  1  have  killed  young  ones  as  late  as  July. 

his 

John  x  Tysum. 

■rt^  mark. 

Witness: 

John  P.  McGlinn. 
0.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D., 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clarence  V.  Urown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  iStatc  of  Wanhington. 


Sealini;  in 
Be*. 


DeoreaM. 


liurinu 


Waste  of  life. 


MlRration. 


Deposition  of  Watkins,  Makoh  Inflinn  .sealer, 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

County  of  Clallam,  fss: 

Watkins,  being  buly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  That  I  am  a  native 

Makah  Indian,  and  reside  at  ^cah  liay  on  the  Indian  Keservation'  in 

theState  of  Washington,  United  Statesof  Aiiu'rica.    IVly  age  is  about  3.5 

„  years,  and  I  am  a  hunter  and  tisherman  by  occupation. 

xpencnce.  ^  have  been  hunting  seals  all  my  life,  or  since  1  was  old 

huntiug"  "'"'*"^*  "^  enough.     Previous  to  ten  years  ago  I  always  hunted 

seiUs  with  a  spear  in  a  large  canoe,  and  tiom  20  to  30 
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niiU's  arouml  ('ai)t'  I-'liiftny  ami  frnin  ••(»  to  100  milt's  up  and  down  tin* 
roast.  Kacli  caiiot'  «'ariicd  .'J  Indians,  ami  I  was  tin*  spearman,  and 
<;vn»'rally  s«'ciii«'d  aboijt  all  of  tln' seals  that  I  liit,  but  would  soinetiines 
miss  tlu'ni  ami  tliey  would  swim  away.  In  hunting  with  schooners 
durin;;'  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  we  would  take  ten  or  fifteen  smaller 
canoes  on  hoard  and  no  u}»  and  down  the  coast  from  the  mouth  of  the 
('olinnl)ia  liiver  to  the  upper  end  of  Vancouver  Island.  We  semi  but 
li  men  out  in  the  small  canoe.  I  have  always  used 
the  spear  in  hunfiiij;  the  seals  and  none  of  th«'  hunters  (^niH^riuiiT.'ii  iii« 
that  went  with  me  evi'r  used  the  }iun.  We  do  not  like  "'"''*• 
to  use  ;;uns  be<'ause  it  scares  the  seals  away. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  i)lace  ahuij;-  tlu^  coast  where  the  seals  haul  out 
upon  till'  land  and  <;'ive  birth  to  iheir  youn;,%  nor  can 
they;;i\e  Itiith  to  their  youn;>'  in  the  water  or  on  the 
kelp  and  lia\c  tln'm  live.  Within  the  last  live  <»r  six 
years  the  seals  ar«'  becoming  few»'r  and  fewer,  and  are 
wild  and  shy  and  \  ery  har<l  to  catch.     Most  of  the  seals      rricnant    (.nmi 


Si'hIh   not   liiirii    iii 

WllllT. 

UiM'reflMt, 


lilkr 


captured  alon^i  the  coast  are  cows  with|»ui»sin  them. 
J  liave  never  cajituicd   any  cows  in    milk  or  that  had   fii\eu  birth  to 
their  yonny  that  year  on  coast,  and    I   do  not  recollect  of  ever  bav- 
in;; caught  an  old  bull.     The  seals  first  api>eared  about 
the  cape  the  last  of  l)eceud)er,  and  the  yrown  fenuiles 


Nliolll  llllllHI'lllltlllt. 


Off 


St   |)i. 


iIh 


all  leave  for  the  north  in  .June,  but  we  kill  some  of  tlie  tiii.imi. 
younger  seals  up  to  tlu' ndddle  of -Inly,  and  then  they  leave.  I  have 
not  cauj;lit  any  gray  pnjts  this  year  and  have  never  hunted  seals  in  the 
IJering  S«'a.     So  manv  scliooners  and  white  nn-n  are   ..  ,, 

hunting  the!u  with  guns  all  along  the  coast  that  they 


><>  UI'H.V  |lll)M  call 

Kxtcniiitiiitiiiii. 


Watkins  (his  X  mark). 


are  getting  all  killed  off. 
Witness: 

V.  v.  r.RowN. 

John  I*.  McdLiNN. 
Sid)scribed  8\V(un  to  before  me  on  tln<  27tli  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892 

[SEAL.J  Cl.UfKiNiE    \*.    liltOWN, 

Notary  Vuhliv  in  and  for  the  Slate  oj  Waxltington, 

residing  at  I'ort  Angeles,  Wash. 


4  I:  ^ 


Deposition  of  (J  liar  ley  White,  Mahah  Indian,  sealer. 

HABITS.      PELAGIC  SEALING. 


¥1 


I  am  about  40 

Kx|irrii'iiit'. 


State  of  WAsiiiN(iTON, 

County  of  Clallam,  ss: 
Charley  White,  being  <luly  swmn,  dejmses  and  says; 
years  old,  and  am  a  native  Slakah  Indian.  I  reside  on 
the  Indian  Reservation  at  Neah  l>ay,  State  of  Wash- 
ington, I'nited  States  of  America.  I  am  by  occupation  a  hunter 
and  fishernnm,  and  have  been  so  engaged  all  my  life.  I  have 
huided  seals  in  canoes  all  along  the  coast,  between  (Irays  Harbor 
and  the  noithcin  «'nd  of  Vancouver  Island.  Years 
ago  we  went  out  in  tlie  ocean  in  canoes,  luit  in  later  ,,„^^;nlg"'"  "'  ''"""" 
yeai's  we  take  «)ur  canoes  out  (HI  the  ocean  in  schooners 
and  then  hunt  seals  from  the  schooners.     Have  never  beeu  any  farther 
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north  tlinii  Riirrlay  Somid.     1  liiivi'  iilwii.vs  nscl  s]M':irs  in  hmitiiijj  tlio 

seals,  iiiid  very  s(>l<loiii  lose  one  1  hit.  \VhiU>(Mit  hutit- 
pivKimnl T! nlau'H.'*''''   '"^^  this  y«'iir  \v«'  ciiii^Aht  sixt«'<'M  s«'iils:  one  half  <if  them 

\v('i«'  cows  with  pup,  till"  rciiiaiiKh'r  wvw  yearling's  and 
two  years  old,  of  both  sexes.  Seals  lM'j;in  to  app«'ar  on  the  eoast  the 
hitter  part  of  lJe<'end>er,  and  they  are  almost  all  ^^tne  hy  the  loth  of 

'Inly.  The  cows  appear  to  h-ave  for  the  northward 
**"'  ""■  eai'lier  than  the  yon n;{er  ones.     While  out  seal  hunt- 

in};  last  year  I  eaptnied  a  tew  seals  that  the  white  hunters  had  wounded 
and  lost,  and  found  a  ptod  many  shot  in  their  bodies.  1  have  eaptured 
a  good  nuiny  seals  lately  that  had  lun-kshot  in  them.    Seals  do  not 

haulouton  land  at  Uarclay  Sound  nor  alon^;  tlu^  coast, 

wi^i"'*  ""'  **"'"  '"  ""'■  *•"  *  t''"''^  ^''^'.V  K'vt  hirth  to  their  yonnj;  in  the 

water  or  on  the  kelp. 

8ealH  were  always  plenty  in  the  Strait  of  San   .Inan  de  Kuca  and 

ahni};  the  (M»»st  until  the  white  hunter  came  here  and 

commeiHHMl  shooting  them  some  six  or  eight  years  ago. 

Since  that  time  they  have  decreased  very  rapidly. 

liiH 

CuAULEv  X  White. 

luiu'k 

Witness: 

.loiiN  r.  McOlinn. 
C.  i:.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  .sworn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  Ai>ril,  .\. 
D.  18!»2. 

[SEAL.J  CLAUKN<E   J*.   BlKlWN, 

Xotavji  I'nhlic  in  ami  for  the  IStute  of  Wanliiityton. 


Deposition  of  Wispoo^  Indian,  Healer. 
habits.    pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Washington, 

Vniiiity  of  Clallam,  ss: 

Wispoo,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a  native  Inc'i'in 

of  the  Makah  tribe,  and  reside  on  the  reservation  at  Neali  Jiay.    1 

am  about  35  yt'ars  ohl,  and  am  by  oceuimtion  a  hunter 

KXIMTU'IICC.  1..      1  II  1  il  111  ^•^^ 

and  hshernnin.  1  have  hunted  seals  all  my  lite,  or 
since  I  was  old  enough  to  do  so.  1  have  sealed  uj)  and  «lown  the 
coast,  between  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Itiver  and  the  upper  end 
of  the  Vancouver  Island  and  IJan-lay  Sound.     I  am  familiar  with  tin- 

bays  and  inlets  along  the  coast,  and  1  do  not  know  oi' 
coast.""'  *'*"'  "'*  ""  '^"y  plac«^  on  the  coast  where  tlu'  seals  haul  out  upon 

the  land  and  breed.  They  do  not  give  birth  to  their 
l)ups  in  the  water  nor  on  the  kelp.  Sometimes  during  a  heavy  storm 
a  few  seals  will  be  driven  on  shore  for  a  short  tinu*,  but  will  not  stay 
but  a  few  hours.     Until  about  eight  years  ag«*  1  used  to  catch  seals  in 

the  Straits  of  San  Juan  de  l-'uca,  but  for  the  last  two 

soaiiiig  in  Htnnts.    or  three  yea  IS  they  have  been  so  scarce  in  the  straits 

that  we  do  not  try  to  hunt  them  any  more.    About  ten  years  ago  1 

commenced  hunting  neals  from  schooners,  using  sniallei  canoes  than  L 

formerly  did,  and  have  always  used  spears  in  hunting 
j^icacu  ng.       yeals.    About  sBveu  or  eight  years  ago  schooners  came 
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ill  with  white  iiu'ii  who  iiscii  Hhut;;iiiiH,  and  have  gradually  increased  in 
nmniier  and  size  of  vj'ssels.  niitil  now  there  are  nearly  one  hundred 
sealing;  seliooneis  en^a^ed  in  Healiii;;  aloiif;  Mie  coast. 

Seals  are  not  near  so  ]>h>ntit'iil  as  they  were  seven  or  eiyht  years ajjo. 
I  tliiiik  tlie  cause  of  tliis  is  tliat  they  liave  been  linnted 
so  niiicii  ity  white  linnters,  wlio  iis<>  siiot;>iiiis  and  rifles. 
Most  all  the  seals  can;;ht  by  ine  alonj;  the  coast  w«'r»' 
cows  that  liad  ]ni|>s  in  them.     I  never  killed  a  liarreii 
c(»w  or  one  that  was  in  milk,  and  have  never  s«'en  a 
black  pup  in  the  water  aloii;;'  the  coast,  but  use<l  to  (ra]>tiire  a 
many  ;iray  pups,  Imt  this  year  I  liav*'  not  seen  one     Seals  first  aitpeui 
off  Cape  l-'lattery  about  the  last  of  December.    The 
cows  set'in  to  leave  first,  and  in  -Inly  nearly  all  of  flu*      '  '«'""""• 
seals  have  disappeared.     I  iini  familiar  with  the  west  «'oast  of  Van<;ou- 
ver  Island,  ami   h.ive  lieeii   in   liarelay  Sound,  (/lay()Uot   Sound,  and 
talked  with  the  Indians  there,  and  none  of  us  know  of  any  place  alon;; 
the   coast    where  seals  haul   out    upon   the   land   and 
breed,  m»r  have  I  heard  any  Indian  speak  of  such  a   ,,,'';;'""  '"'"'"i"-" 
phu'c.     Seals  do  not  ;;ive  birth  to  their  ycuin;:'  in  the 
water  nor  on  the  kel]>.    Many  of  the  seals  I  have  speared  had  shot  and 
bullets  in  them.     This  was  never  seen  before  until  about  eij,dit  y«^ars 
nfio,  ai.d  now  it  is  a  fre<pient  ot'currence. 

Wispoo  (his  X  mark). 

Witness: 

.loiIN   r.  Mf'GLINN. 

C.  E.  Gay. 

Subscribed  and  8W<nn  to  before  me  on  this  27th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 
[SEAL.]  (Jlarenoe  p.  Brown, 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  the  State  of  Wanhington. 


^ 


^«:* 


J)ei)osiiion  of  Ilixh  Yiilla,  MaJcah  Indian,  sealer, 
PELAGIC  SEALING. 


State  of  Wastiington,  . 

Coiintj/  of  Clallam,  ».« ; 
lliah  Ynlla,  iieiiif^;  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  about  fiO 
years  old,  and  am  a  native  Indian  of  the  Msikali  trilus  and  reside  (ui 
the  Neah  Uay  KN'servation,  'n  the  <'onntyof  Clallam,  State  of  Wasli- 
inji'ton,  LTniti'd  States  of  Americ-a.     I  hav«'  been  a  hunter  and  lisher- 
maii  all  my  life.    Years  ago  1  used  to  hunt  seals  in  the 
Straits  of  San  .Tuan  de  Kuca  in  the  winter  time,  and      Kxpi.Hince. 
in  the  summer  time  I  would  hunt  them  in  canoes  from 
10  to  2(Miiih's  off  ('ape  Flattery,  and  of  late  years  I   hunt  in  a  small 
eanoe,  and  juit  it  on  a  schooner  and  p;o  up  and  down  tlu'  coast  betw«'en 
theiiamth  of  tlie  Columbia  Jiiver  and  Uarclay  Sound.    I  have  always 
nsed  spears  in  huntinji' the  seals.     I  have  been  out  on  the  Pacific  Ocean 
this  year  seal  huiitinj;,  and  caught  three  seals;  they 
were  large  «ow  seals,  and  had  imps  in  them.    One  and  ^/..'[".".aioH"''''^^"''*''''* 
twoyearohl  seals  are  about  equally  male  and  female.   1 
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Do  nut  liiiiil  ii|i  iir 
give  liirth  tii  iiii]is  dii 
viiiki't. 


Dl'I'I'I'liHK. 


liiive  nev«'r  .s«ffi  :i  yomijj  black  imp  iiloiig  Mm-  coiist.  nor 
I  lijive  never  kiM>\vii  the  s('ul^  to  li:iiil  our  upon  tlie 
land  alnii^rthis  ciiasf  and  ff\\v  bmli  I<»  riieir  yoiiny.  I 
never  killed  a  cow  in  inilkaloni:  rliie  coast,  VVitliin  the 
last  five  or  six  yeiins  seals  lia\»'  d**creased  in  ninnlier 
very  last  and  are  Keroniin;"'  very  s-liy.  and  it  isdillicidt 
to  creep  ii])oii  them  and  iiit  them  with  tlu'  spear.  Years  ajjo,  the  iieadn 
<d'  seals  alon}-'  the  coast  \v<miU1  strnk  upont  of  tiie  water  almost  as  thick 
as  the  stars  in  the  In-aveiis,  but  Muiee  tlie  wiiiic  man.  with  so  many 
schooners,  have  «'ome.  and  i)e;;iLn  u>  shoot  aim  idll  them  with  the;i.uns 
they  have  be<'ome  v«'ry  scarce. 

Almost  one-half  of  the  seals  '  catch  ar«'  «'«»w  seal* 
and  have  little  pui»s  in  them.      The  cow  seals  arc  the 
first  tolea\e  the  coast,  lint  the  youufj  seals  stay  lon^-er 
here,  and  are  not  all  ;;<)ne  until  ni  .Inly. 

Hiaii   A  CLLA  (his  x  mark). 


Niiirlv  Ml  |M  T   ocril 
iiri'  |ii'r;;iiaiit  I'nniili's. 


Wlirii    NcalH 
COIINt . 


lllllVC 


Witness: 

.loHN  V.  Mod  I. INN. 

c.  !<:.  (lAY. 

Snbs<'rii>ed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  2Zt:h  d«.v  <rf  Api'il,  A.  D. 
181>2. 

[SEAL.J  (Jj^AKENnO    I'.    lil{<»\VN. 

Notary  riihiir  in  ton!  for  the  iSteatv  of  Watshimjton. 


il&E)K*rifii<'t 


Dftposition  of  Thomax  Zolnoks,  Mukak  I»mimi,  sealer. 

PBLACmC   SEALING. 

State  (w  'WAsniNrrTON, 

^.ftMnty  of  Chillnm.  .ts: 

Tkomns  ^nnoks,  beinjf  duly  sworn.  d^-noseM  and  9um:  T  am  a  native 
Makah  Indian  and    !-e.>-4ie<M    the  rew»mation  at  Neah 
Hay.  State  of  VVashEu^ton,  I'nitetl  Ht;»tes  of  AnuM'ica. 
IaMnl!4  v»trrs  <rld.  and  am  by  occia(uiti(»ii  a  luniteraw*!  fisherman.     I 
i)«M  LUincd  in  hunting  seaiw  ever  sin*^  1  was  *:■*  nr  l{)  years  ild. 

i?**H>  I  hunted  seals  in  Larye  i-anoes,  in  whi*-ii  1  always  tjinetl 
ki  the  iasteiyht  «)r  ten  \<*urs  I  hav<'  hunted  twr  seals  iiiHnuill 
mammmmmtmii^mB  sriiooners.  and  st-4i«Mi  off  Cape  Flatteiy  from  20  tf  Tii 
inileK^inrt  aMxrw^asn  as  theCoiuuibia  liiverand  north  ni>  ro  tliepa»M»:u'e 
into  l»««niij;  ifrvL.  butt  nave  never  hunteu  forseals  in  those  vaters,  Aiwmt 
>w  otap third  of  alii  th<  cows  I  cau^iht  aloii_  the  coast  w^^re 
e«ww  with  pups  in  them:  ne\ cr  caujih  any  old  luills, 
and  ni«ed  lu  '-alrh  UMore  ^ray  pupH  tluin  1  do  now.  iMoat  all  the  rest  of 
the  Heals  i  cjin«iht  tuve  been  1  an<l  2  years  old,  and  are  alH)ut  ctpially 
uiiiie  and  fenuile.  -.jaever  lia\e>«'«Mi  or  heard  of  a  place  iUonj>'  the  coast 
ih.  not  haul  upon  whHBB  tlie  sea  1?- ha  ul  out  iijion  land.  1  never  have  seen 
"""'"■  nm  nu]»H  Iwtrn  the  same  year,  nor  have  I  ever  eaiij;ht 

any  eow  sealn  on  thr  i-.oasl  that  were  in  milk. 

Seals  are  much  Hi-an-ccr  now   than  they  used  to  be  six  or  eijjht  years 

au'o.     Thev  used   to  u'o  tc!    ov  fifteen  in  a  bunch,  but 

now  wc  s<'ldoin  see  more  than  tW(»or  three  toj^'ether. 

A  great  many  that  ^  have  caught  in  the  last  three  or  four  years  have 


(I 

run: 
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slidt   III  tlicin,  .mmI   uiiiiiy  liavc  Ik'cii  biidly   wouiHled.     The  souls  (iist 
a|>|H'iir  (»IV  tlnM-aiH'  iiWoul  ('Iiristinas,  Imt  do  not  coiiie      .  „    „ 

III  tiM'  straits  in>w  like  tlu'y  iist'd  f<»,  and  tlu'y  arc  very   Fiait'r.vai.outciiri«i- 
sliy  and  wild.     Tlioy  appear  to  he  passiiijj  to  the  noitli-   "'"" 
ward,  lip  tlM'  ettast.  and  in  .Inlvarcall  goiie.     In  liunt- 
iiifi'  with  spears  1  raplure  nearly  all  that  1  hit.     If  so      ^^■'' «-'■"■  "'•'"'>• 
many  white  iinnters  keep  hunting  tin'  seal  with  shot^iniis  as  they  do 
iu»w,  it  will  be  bnt  a  short  tijne  before  they  will  all  be  gone. 

lim 
TUOMAS  X   ZOLNOKS. 

uiurk. 

"WitnesH : 

C.  P.  JJuoWN. 
C.    I'ETKRSON. 

Subseribcil  and  sworn  to  before  nie  on  this  27th  day  of  Ainil,  A.  J). 
IHOL'. 

I^SEAL.]  CLAHKNCK    l\   ItHOWN, 

ik'otary  rubliv  in  and  for  the  Utate  of  Wimhinyton. 


*•«> 
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i  i?J< 


Deposition  of  Charle s  Adoir,  scoUr  [hootpnUir). 
PEI.AGIC  SEALlNtr. 

State  ov  Califoknia, 

r//(/  It  lid  CoKiiti/  of  Son  Frinirisco,  ss  : 

Cliiirh's  A«liiir.  liaviiij;  been  duly  swoiii,  dcposos  iiud  siiys:  I  am  hy 
ot'cu]»iiti(iii  51  sailor.     I    reside   in   Tort  Tdwnseiid.     1    have  made  two 
sealing  Novaiics  in  tlie  Js'ortli  J'aeilie  and  llerinySoa  as 
Kcaman  an«l  Ixiat  jiidler.     In  INM)  1  went  on  the  Amen- 
jdHifx «;.  *V(i»i,  i8b9.  ciin  t-eluMiiier  Joitics  (>.  Siraii.  and  the  other,  in  JSOO,  in 
ii'i.Ki.  o/wc,  181)0.       the  Iliitish  schoctiier /I'ox/r  Oism,  of  wliicli  ("ajitain  Mc- 
Lean was  mastei'.     We  lelt  about  the  1st  (»f  MareJi  in 
the  J amcfi  (L  Siva n,  the  \oynj<;v  beinji   made  about  Cajie  Flattery,  the. 
mouths  of  the  Straits  of  Fuea  and  the  entrance  of  J'ujict  Sound,  and 
„  ,    .       ,.       ,.     were  a<»ne  about  si.\   weeks.      We  eaimlit   about   1S.J 

I'.liiUlc  Kciilllic;  If-  1  ii         i-  I  •  II    Ml      1     ,1 

niak^  i.iiiii ipiiUi  la-   seals,  mostly   lemales  in  yonnj;,  ami  we  killed  them 

*"'"  while  they  were  aslee]>  on  the  Avater.     The  tirst  day  I 

hunted  we  kilh"l  15,  and  used  ritics  and  sliotjiuns,  liut  we  used  tho 

vvastc'of  lifo  slu)t{iuns  mostly.    We  sj'cured  one  out  of  about  every 

five  that  we  shot  at  or  killed. 

The  Eoxie  Olscn  left  Vietoria  about  the  oth  of  IMarch  and  went  dowu 

to  Neah  Bay,  down  to  Cape  Flattery,  about  Hi)  miles  south.    We  cruised 

around  there  about  live  weeks,  and  iiad  about  275  seals,  when  we  started 

north.    Then  we  went  to  Queen  Charh)tte  Sound  on  iij)  to  the  JJeriii}*' 

Sea.     We  entei'ed  the  Bering  Sea  throiijih  Miiekawa 

I*as8  about  the  1st  of -July,  and  comineiieed  hiintinff 

seals  wherever  we  couhl  (ind  them,  ainoiiy  which  were 

a  great  many  <'ow8  giving  milk,  whieli  we  killed  from 

Si)  to  150  miles  from  th<'  islands,     ^\■e  had  a.  row  on 

.    board  because  some  of  tlu'  hunters  were  gre,eii  hands 

HuntiTH,    iiK'xpori'  •    .,  i  i         i  ^    •      ii       i        ^  -ii     ii 

inied-  and  the  men  would  not  go  out  in  the  boats  with  them. 

They  took  the  hunters  cuit  of  our  boats  and  put  them 
into  t!ie  other  boats  that  made  no  catch,  and  then  \\v  kicked  that  they 
should  put  the  green  hunters  into  our  boats,  because  everything  they 
would  shoot  would  sink  on  them  and  were  lost.  We  cruised  around 
there  for  awhile  and  linally  the  captain  thought  he  would  try  tho 
-,   .     ,,  ,.    islands.    We  got  i^oO  a  month,  and  25  (tents  from  tho 

Uout-pulUr,  imy  ol.  i  »iP  a      /•  i       i  •         tv  ^i      i        i.       i%t 

hunters  and  25  cents  h>r  each  skin  oil  the  boat.  W^e 
KaiiiiiiKtiKisiauds.   refused  to  go  on  the  islands  on  those   t»'rms,  as  we  did 

not  care  to  take  the  risk  unless  he  gave  us  Ji'1.25  a  skin. 
The  captain  would  not  give  us  that,  so  we  cruised  around  again  and  at 
last  we  came  to  trams,  the  cai»tain  agreeing  to  give  us  81  a  skin.     Wetlieu 


Kf  I'iiit;  Sea,  tluie  of 
culfriiij;. 

Foiiiiili'HiiaUiii  milk 
30  III  150  iiiilcM  fruiii 
i'lamlH. 
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wi'iit  over  towiiid  St.  V;\n\  TslaiK',  Imf  wcie  <lriv«'ii  away  by  a  revenue 
entt«'i-.     \V»'  cniised  arouiid   in  tlic  sea  till  tlie  latter  part  of  October, 
wIk'Ii  we  stalled  lor  home.     Our  entire  eateli  for  that      i.-,.,„„i.h.    iiinxnt- 
season  was  l,L'7(i  skins.     I  think  we  <;•<»?  nn  an  avera;re   "K'-ot- 
al»out    I  wo    niah's    to    len    leniales.      An    experieneetl      \Va''<'' "i  liiv. 
hnnti'r  would  j-ct  one  (uit  of  every  three  I  hat  he  shot  or   ,„IIl|"" '■    ""'""' 
killed,  and  a  ^reen  hunter  would  <;et   about  one  out  of      Unii.i.     incxpori- 
every  seven  <»r  eiyht  that  he  shot  or  killed.  '"'"' 

ClIAUl.l-S  Adaie. 

Subserilteil  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  (5th  day  of  April,  .\.  1).  IS!)2. 

|SEAI..j  ("I.KMKNT    I'.KNNKI  T, 

Xottirif  I'lihlic, 


l>cpo.sifioii  r,f  Cltarhs  J.  Rrhlnir,  fiirrirr,  Sttn  Frnnvisco, 
1'i:la(.ic  catch. 

vSTATK    (»!•'   (VAI.II'oKiMA, 

CHjl  ami  {'tuditji  of  Sait  I'^'nnrixco,  us: 

Charles .1.  Ilehlow,  l»ein^  duly  swiu'u,  tleposes  and  says:  I  resi<le  ih  Sau 
Franeiseo,  St.tte  of  ( 'alilornia.  and  am  l>v  o<"eupalion    ,,^  „,,.|,.  ,.,, 
a  fur  merchant,  and  liavi- bri  ii  so  enjia^i-d  peiinaneiitly      M"'""" 
for  I  he  last  thirty-live  years,  duviui;-  winch  lime  i  have  been  constantly 
handling   lar<;e  <|uaMtities  (tf  raw  fur  seal   skins  from  all  dilfereut  loca 
lions,  and  eau  readil,\  disiinj:uisli  fjie  respective  ipiality.  size,  ajic  and 
sex.     On   .May  7  of  this  vear   1  examined  .»."».■>  salied 
fur  seal    skins,    ex  steamer    I'molilhi     from     Victoria.    u^^TI'm''"!^,"^ 
and   found  the  same   to  be  fresh  skins  taken  oil'  the 
animal  within    three   months.     They  were  killcfl  in  the    Noilh    I'acilie. 
On  examinaticm  I  found  they  were  the  skins  known  ,is   the  northwest 
coast  seals,  and  beloiiy  to  the  herd   which   hav*-  theii'      .    .,      . 

1  *1  U      -1       1       1-    I       I  1  'IM  1       .  .        •  I       MM  Xl'rlllWlsl         (IIIIHt 

rookery  on  tile  rrilMlol  Islands.      I  he  lot  contained  •>!<)   srah. 

skins  of  the  fur-s«'al  cow  (matured).     Krom  the  shape      N.,nivaii,.rv«iiM,t. 

of  the  skin  most  all  of  these  lows  nuist  have   i»een 

heavy  with  pup.  and  same  cut   out  (»f  them  when   captured.     I"]i;ih»een 

skins  of  the  fur  seal   male  (matunMl).     'rwciity  seven  skins  of  the  fur 

s»'al  };ray  pup,  from  <>  to  i»  mouths  old;  sex  doubt tul. 

(hi.luueL',  I   examineil   7s  sailed    fur  seal  skins,  ex  st<*ainer    Walla 
Walla    from   N'ictoria,  and    found  the  same  to  be  fresh 
skins  taken  oil  the  animal  within  three  months.     They    ,i,!'V-"i;rii<,7///i'H.i^ 
were  killed  in  the  North  racilie. 

On  examimition  1  found  they  wer«'  the  skins  known  as  the  North- 
west (oast  seals,  ami  lu'lonii  to  Hie  herd  which  lia\e 
Iheii'  rookcuy  on  the  l'rii)ilolTslamls.  Theiot  contained  ^"it  iiwcHt  cmBt 
(i(!  skiiusof  the  fur-seal  cow  (mattired).  I'rom  the  shape  "'.\riiriyniiiirptftiimt. 
of  the  skin  most  all  of  these  cows  must  have  been 
heavy  with  pup,  and  same  ciil  out  of  them  when  <-aptnred.  Five  skins 
of  the  fur  seal  male  (matured).  Seven  skins  of  the  mr  seal  yray  pup, 
from  (i  to  ',>  montlis  old.     Sex  (ioulitlul. 

On  .Iiine  7  1  examined  LMIS  salted  fur  senl  .^kins  ex-steamer  Umatilla 
from  \'ictora,aiid  found  the  same  to  be  fresh  skins  taken 
(»lf  the  animal  within  three  montlis.     'iiiey  weie  killed 
in  the  North    I'acilic.     On  examinatio,!   1    found  they      s ",'!''[,  11',- HTlimnt 
were  the  skins  known  as  the   Noithwest  Coast    seals.    "'•'I",     „ 

III  .11         1         1         1-11  ^1     •  I  Ni'urly  lUIiin'tfuant. 

and  belonji'  to    I  lie    heril    whn-h    have   their    rookery 
on  the   IM'ibilof  Islands.     The  lot  contained  2V2  skins 
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of  tho  fur  seal  cow  fniaturcd).  From  tlie  sliii|>('  of  tlic  skin  most  nil  of 
these  cows  must  liave  been  heavy  with  i)iip  ami  same  cut  otit  of  tlieiu 
when  capture«l.  Kleveii  slviiis  of  tlie  liir  seal  mah' (matured).  Korty- 
tlve  skins  of  the  fur-seal  f^ray  pup,  from  <»  to  !•  months  old.  Si-x 
doubtful. 

On  the  sanu' date  f  also  examined  124  salted  fiir-sc;il  skins  ex-^'j/uf- 

tilln  from  Viet(a'ia,  and   found  the  sanie  to  Ite  fresh 

skins  taken  off  the  animal  within  three  months.  Tln'y 
were  killed  in  the  North  I'aeitic.     On   examination    1    found  they  were 

the  skins  known  as  the  Northwest  Coast  seals,  iind  be- 
^joithwe.t  Ooa»t  Jong  to  the  herd  whjeli  have  rookery  on  the   IMibih.f 

lslan<ls.    Th«'  lot  contained  1)3  sklnsof  ihc  fur-seal  «'ow 

(matured).     From  the  sha|»e  of  the  skin   most  nil  t»f  thesj'  cows  must 

^.     ,    „  .    have  becTi  heavv  with  pup  and  same  cut  out  of  them 

when  cai)tured.  tuteen  skins  ot  the  turseal  nude 
(matured).  Sixteen  skins  of  the  fur-seal  gray  pup,  from  0  to  9  months 
old.    Sex  doubtful. 

1  notice  <m  examining  seals  caufrht  this  s]>ring  that  there  is  a  lack 

of  the  larger  size  of  i»roductive  animnls,  nnd  the  lots 
siKeofwai.  dimin    ,„o8tly  coutaiu  the  skins  of  the  medium-sized  seals, 

ishing.  .«'       .,  .,  i     .,  ,.  ' 

running  trom  2  to  .J  years  ot  age. 

('lis.  .1.  Beiilow. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  .June,  A.  IJ.  18U2. 
[SKAL.j  Clement  Bennett, 

^iotary  Fublic. 


Deposition  of  Charles  J.  liehloir,  furrier,  San  Francisco. 

pelagic  catch. 

State  of  California, 

Citif  ami  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 
Charles  J.  Behlow,  having  been  duly  sworn,  <leposes  nnd  says:  I  re- 
side in  Snn  Ki'nncisco,  Stnte  of  (alifornin,  and  am  by 
occupation  a  fur  merchnnt,  and  lin\c  hccn  so  <'n gaged 
permanently  for  the  Inst  thirtylive  years,  during  which  time  1  have  !»c;'n 
constantly  handling  large  <|uantities of  raw  fui-scal  skius  from  all  dif 
fei'ent  locations,  and  «'an  r<'adily  distinguish  the  respei)i\e«|unlity,  size, 
age,  and  .sex. 

On  July  l.'{,  lHi>2,  1  examined  1,;542  salted   fur  seal  skins,  cx-schooner 
Emma  and  lionise  ihnu  tlie  Nitrth   (•ncilic  Ocenu,  nnd 
found  same  t«t  be  fresh  skins  tnken  olf  ti.e  niiimnl  with- 
in foju-  months.     They  w<'rc  killed  in  the  Nortli  I'nciflc, 
On  examination  I  iind  they   .vcre  the  skins  known  as 
the  Noithwest  Coast  seals,  and   belong  to  the  herd 
which  ha\e  theiir(U)kery  on  tin  l'iibylo\  l.-'lnnds.    The 
f"""  lot  contained  four   skins   of  \\\v    fur  seal,  large  l>ulls 
(brei'ding  bulls),  12.'J  skins  of  the  fur  senl,  mnle  (mostly 
uujtured),  1>8  skins  of  the  fur-seal,  gray  pup,  less  than  one  yenr  old,  sex 
doubtful;  1,112  skins  of  the   fur  seal,  cow  (m(»st'y  uiatnn'd).      From 
.,   ,,  ,       theshapeof  the  skin  most  all  thesecows  must  have  been 

heavy  with  pup,  and  same  cut  out  of  tln-m  wliencap 
tured.  CiiARi.Ks  .1.  Beiilow. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  July,  A.  I).  1892. 
[sEAL.j  Clement  nENNEiT, 

JS'utary  I'ublic. 


KxillllllD'U    (Httll    of 

till*   HrliiKiiiiir   Eiiiimt 
and  liDiiinf. 
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Deposition  of  Charles  J.  lirh low,  furrier, 

pelagk;  catch. 

State  of  Califounia, 

City  a  ml  Comity  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Cliarh'sJ.  lU'lilow.  bciiiji'' duly  sworn,  drposes  and  says:  I  reside  in 
the  <'ifv  aii<l  comitv  of  San  l-'niniMsco,  State  of  ('ali- 
toriiia-.  I  am  ny  occupation  a  tur  nierclnint,  and  nave 
been  so  eii}»a.iicd  iteniiancntly  Ibi-  tlie  last  tliirty-tlve  years,  dnring  wbieli 
time  I  have  liceu  constantly  liaiidliny'  larjic  (|njtn titles  of  raw  fur  seal 
skins  from  many  dill'ercn^  localities,  and  1  can  readily  distinguish  the 
respective  (juality.  size.  aj;c,  and  sex, 

On  theL'Oth  instanf  1  examined  lift  ecu  salted  fur-seal  skins  ex-seho<nier 
Rose  Sparks  i'vom  the  Xoitli  l*acilic  Ocean,  and  found      „      .     , 
the  same  to  be  tresh  skins  taken  otr  the  animal  withm   i,t  t\iu  Him'  simrkn. 
two  months.     They  were  kilh'd  in   the  North  I'aciti*', 
an«l  that  they  areoi'  the  skins  known  as  the  Northwest  Ooast  seals,  and 
belon^i'ed  to  tlie  h«'rd  which  liav»^  their  rookery  on  the  I'ribylov  Islands. 

The  lot  i-onta-sed:  1!  skins  ol  t  lie  fur  s«'ul  (matured);      ,,.  ,    ..  , .     . 
1:  skins  ol  llie  iiir  M-ai  ^lay  |uiit  umler  one  year  ot  a^e   tiu.aidi. 
(sex  doubtful);   11  skins  of  the  fur  s(  al  cow  (matur«'d).      M„stiy  r.-nmie/i. 
And  from  the  shape  of  the  latter  most  all  of  these  eows 
must  have  been  heavy  with  pup,  and  some  cut  out  of  them  when  eap- 
tured. 

Ciis,  ,1.  Heiij.ow. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  this  30th  day  of  duly,  A.  I).  1803. 

[SEAL.J  CLEMENI'  UEN.NETT, 

Aotary  Vubliv. 


m 


Deposition  of  Charles  J.  tiehloir,  furrier. 


pblawk  oatou. 

State  of  (Ulifouma, 

City  ami  Coiiiity  of  Sai*  Francisco,  s8 : 

Charles. I.  Ik'ldow,  beiiij;  duly  sworn,  deposes  aiul  says:  1  resi<le  in 
the  city  ami  county  of  San  I'laiicisco,  State  of  California,  and  I  am 
by  occupation  a  fur  MH'ichaiit  and  lia\e  been  so  en- 
;i'a;;ed  permanently  for  the  last  thirty  live  years,  durinj-  '•"i"'"""'" 
which  tinif  1  have  been  <'oiistantl.\  handling  lary«'  (luantities  of  raw  fur- 
seal  skins  tVoni  nianx  <Iil1('ient  hwalities,  anil  I  can  readilv  distinguish 
tln'  respective  <|uaiity,  size,  afje,  and  sex. 

*)n  the  LMMli  instant  I  examined  IM  70  salted  fur  seal  skins  j'x-sehooner 
Fil.  F.  W  <hntnA\\M  were  taken  i>v  said  scliooneidtl' the 
j'oastofdapan  ill  :to^- Pacific  Ocean.     1  fniiiMl  them  tobe   .ai 
fresh  skin-  skinmMl  art'  the  animal  witlnn  lour  immths    "■''"'"■'■ 
laHt  past,  and  that  they  are  of  the  class  of  skins  known  as  liussian  seals, 
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siml  tlu^y  bt'loiifi  to  the  licnl  hnviiiji'  its  ntokrry  on  the  Coiiiinanilei- 
Jsliiiiils  and  tliu  Ijolihins  Itaiik. 
The  h)t  contains  :V2i)  skins  of  the  liir  seal  niah^  (mostly  nnitnred); 

!(►"»  sk'iis  of  the  Inr  seal  yrav  pnp  nnder  one  year  <kl' 
ilMl>^ttu.''''''"'  !>««'  C^'x  donhtlnl);  1,74.'.  skins  of  tiie   fnr-seal   eow 

(mostiv  ina(nr('(l).     From  Ww  sliajM'  of  the  hitter  most 

M«.tly  ».Mual«.  ,^,|  ^^,.  j,^^.^^.  ^.^^^^.^  iiiii^j   ,|.j^.^.  ,^^.^.||  ,1^..^^.^.  ^^.jjjj  j^jjj^^  .jii^ 

tiie  same  eut  <tut  of  them  when  captured. 

1  tind  the  skin  in  tiiis  htt  to  run  much  hii'^er  in  sixes  than  those 
known  as  the  Northwest  seals  that  are  now  taken  oti  tlie  American  8i«h'. 
The  }jreat«'r  iM'rceiitaye  of  these  L'.l 70  salted  tiir-seal  skins  are  of  tiie 
hu'^i'e  breedinj*'  cows  with  fully  (h'veloped  teats. 

S«une  years  aj;(»  tin-  catch  of  tin*  Northwest  seals  taken  in  the  N«n'th 
I'acitic  Ocean  and  the  IJeriufj  Sea  (on  the  Anierii*au  side)  <'ontained  a 
jjreat  number  of  the  hnjii^  breedin;;'  cows  as  above  described;  Imt  of 
hite  years,  on  examininjf  the  catches,  I  tind  very  few;  and  this  year 
.  hardly  any,  provini?  conclusivelv  that  the  old  stock  of 
iiitj  n.wH  iiiimmt  .x  productive  cows  is  almost  exterminated.  The  herd  to 
t.rmiimiu.1.  whi«'h  the  LM70  seals  above  referred  to  belon^i",  and 

j{ns»iiin  nn<i  aiim  kiiowii  as »' liussian  seal,"  and  liavc  uo  connection  wliat- 
kniiii.ni«ii<« nut  mill  ever  witli  the  seals  taken  on  the  (roast  <d"  North  Amer- 
*'"'•  ica  or  in  the  l»erin}r  Sea,  and  known  as  the  Northwest 

seal,  the  herd  that  have  their  rookery  on  the  I'ribylov  Ishiiuls. 

Ciis.  .1.  Bkulow. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  m(^  this  ,3(Hh  day  of  July,  A.  I).  ISDU. 
[sKAL.J  Clement   I'.i'.nnktt, 

Notary  Fubliv. 


IhposiCton  of  William  Bntdf.  fitttroiif  of  sinliiuj  rrssrls,  and  manaffivtj 
oirmr  of  the  sclinomr  Honltrad. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  (Ulii-ounia, 

('itif  and  Cnuntii  of  San   Francisco,  ss: 

William  IJendt,  havin;;'  been  didy  sworn,  dejjoses  and  .say.s:  1  reside 

in   S.m  Francisco.     My  o(!cupatioii   is  that  of  saloon 

Kii>«Ti«mie.  keeper  and  lod}>in;i  house  keeper.     I  have  been  en j^ajied 

in  littin^  out  sealin;:  vessels  and  sendin;;  them  to  the 

Nortli  I'acitic  and  Merinji  Sea  for  ei;;ht  oi'  nine  years,     i  litted  out  the 

schooners  Fowler.  Lama.  ('.  II.  W liiti .i\\\{\  (»thers.  1  am  now  the  man 
ayinj;  owner  ot  the  scliojuier  lloa-lnail.  1  furnished  my 
vessels  with  rillcs  and  sliot<;iins.  and  each  vess»'l  ear 
ried  from  three  to  seven  boats,  with  three  mu'ii  to  the 
boiit,  a  iniuler,  boat-puller,  ant!  stcerer,aud  when  in  the 
IVrin;;'  Sea  we  take  seals  trom  10  to  I.jO  miles  from  '.he 
seat  islan«ls.  There  has  been  a  ^ii'cat  decrease  of  seals  in 
the  last  few  years  from  wliat  there  was  in  former  years. 
They  are  also  ;;ettiMji  shy  and  scai'ed  from  Itcinji"  hunted 
s(»  much,  and  they  aie  now  very  hard  tocalcii,     il'tiiey 

do  not  prote<'t  tluMii  in  tlie  Berin;;  Sea  it  will  be  Imt  a  few  years  before 

tliey  will  be  exterminated. 


Kii'fiiniiH  mill  otli«i' 
outfit. 

'rukr  Mt'illH  10  lo  I.MI 

inilrM    IVmii     I'liliiliil 
IbIuiiiIh 
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Tlioro  is  vory  little  in  tiie  sciilin;;  liiisiiH'ss  now,  tlio  cost  of  littinj: 
out  ii  vessel  heiny  tVoin  >i«.},0(K>  to  *(;,<»()(»,  anil  .von  Inive  to  tiil<e  flie  lisiv 
of  Inivinfi'  your  vessel  eonfisciited.  I  si'ut  my  vessel  this  year  over  to 
tiie  roast  of  .lapaii.  There  \v«'re  sonn-  seventy  odd  scliooners  fitted  out 
last  year  from  Victoria  and  tlicy  all  ^ot  good  catelus,  while  fioni  liere 
tliere  were  only  from  t«'n  to  lifteen  sriioone  fitted  out,  and  they  did 
not  do  as  well.  From  my  knowK-doe  of  the  usiness  I  am  certain  that 
the  fiir-seal  will  soon  he  exterminated  if  it  is  not  protected  in  the  l>er 
inji  Sea.  We  mi.nht  kill  some  in  the  I'acitle  (>c«'an,  if  there  did  not  too 
many  vessels  ;ioout  to  hunt  them.  1  know  of  none,  nor 
neither  do  I  heliev*'  there  is  any  i)lace  where  tin- fur- 
.seals  haul  up  to  breed  on  land  alon<:  (nir  shores  or  in 
the  Berinj-'  S«'a,  except  on  Prihylov  Islands,  and  further 
I  do  not  holieve  it  ijossible  for  the  female  to  yive  birth 
to  its  youny-  in  the  wat«'r  ami  have  it  live. 

VV.    I'.KNDT. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  ine  this  llth  day  of  April,  A.  I ).  l.SJH'. 
[SKAL.J  Clemem   IJi;.\M'/n". 

Xotaii/  I'dhlir. 


Konki'lii'S     nril\ 

'i  iliiliit  l.slaiiil.i. 


I'rl:ii;ic- 
|Hissililr. 
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Itepoaition  of  Martin  BenKon,  srohr.  mid   maiitcr  of  Juihch  O. 

and  Lvn, 


ISicar 


m 


PELAcilC   SEALING. 


Miirtin  Benson,  bein};  duly  sworn,  deposits  and  says:  [  hav«'  been 
enjiiijii'd  in  scaling  five  y«'ars,  as  master  of  the  '/<inu:s  (t.  Siran  and  the 
Aro,  in  TuTiiij;' Sea  and  North  Pacific  Ocean.     I  i)egaii      [.-^  „.,.i,. „. . 
to  take  seal  off  Cape   Flattery  al)out    March   1.     Fol-       ■'M"".ii.e. 
h»\>«'d  the  seal  north  and  entered    i'.eriiij''  Sea  about      MiK'-n""" 
.Iiily  li().     Tli«'  seal  are  constantly  (Hi  tiie  move  up  the  coast  from   the 
time  fhey  first  make  their  appearance  off  ('a|»e  Flattery.     The  spear  ami 
shotjiuii   have  been  used  by  me.     l>ut  few  seal  are  lost  that  are  struck 
^irh  spear.     .M>out  <>«»  per  cent  are  lost  when  shot  with  shot^^un  and  a 
fciijfci  proportion  are  lost  when  rifle  is  used.     Sevcuty- 
ceiil   of  the  seal  taken  on  the  coast  are  cows 


Srvciitv  live 


I' 
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with  pup.  And  the  larjfer  proportion  of  those  kille<l 
in  IJeriiifj  Sea  are  also  cows.  Have  killed  cow  seal,  with  milk  in  theic, 
«»."»  miles  from  the  IMibilof  Islands.  I  think  cow  seal  are  tamer  than 
yoiin;;  male  seal.  A  tew  male  seal  aie  taken.  a;;es  lauj^inj;'  from  1  to 
."•years.  Once  in  a  while  we  catch  an  (»ld  inill  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 
Tlie  sex  of  the  seal  can  not  be  told  in  the  water  unless  it  be  an  (»ld  bull, 
which  is  told  by  its  si/.(^. 

1  use  no  discrimination  in  huntinj;,  but  kill  everythiii};   that  comes 
near.     Wlieii   seals  are  shot   when  they  first  imt  their 
heads  above  water  they  sink  at  once  and  are  hard  to 
sfi-ure.     Always  try  to  slH»ot  seal  in  the  head.     If  head 
rs  not  exi»ose<l,  we  shoot  them  in  other  ])arts  of  the  body.     It  is  only  a 
(pu'stioii   ol'iiireeoi'  four  years,  if  this   indisi  rimiiiate 
slauyhteriiiji  ot  seals  is  not  stop|ted.  tliey  will  become 
exterminated.     Never  have  heard  of  or  seen  any  pups 
beiiijx  Ihu'ii  p;ii  the  water  or  anywliere  else  on  the  «'oast    vi"'  v"i>^iii«    I'liiiiioi 
outside  ol'cfie  I'ribilof  Islands.     1  have  never  heard  of 
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any  fur-sral  liauliii^  upon  tlic  coast  elsewlicre  than  on 
tlu'  I'ribilof  Islands.  If  pelajjic  st'alinfjf  is  stopped  in 
IW'rinfr  Si'ii  lor  a  nuinlMT  of  yoars  seal  would  beronic 
]d(>ntifnl  again;  if  not  stopped  they  will  soon  be  exter- 
minated. 

Maktin  Benson. 

Subscribr.'d  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  14th  day  of  April,  l.S}>2. 

A.    \V.    liAVKNDEK, 

United  Utaten  Trvattury  Ayent. 


F'lir  «nal  <'.  n  n  ii  I 
liniil  ii|i  nil  (MiiHt  i'Ihi' 
wliirii  Mum  nil  I'i'ili 
ilnl  IhIiiikIm. 

Prutfi'tion. 


Deposition  of  Thomm  Bradley,  nealer  {boat-puller), 

PELAGIC  SBALINa. 

State  of  Califoknia. 

City  and  County  of  San  Frauvinco,  ss: 

Thomas  Bradley,  havinj;'  been  <luly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  Treside 

„     .    „       .    .    in  San  Francisco.     My  occupation  is  that  of  a  seaman. 

In  iNSt  I  siiipped  on  the  .i/f(f////f' /iJo«.v  us  a  boat-i>uller 

for  a  sealing  v<»yage  to  the  Morth  Bacitic  and  Bering  Sea.     We  left 

Victoria  about  May,  going  n(»rtli,  and  s«'aled  all  the  way  to  the  Bering 

S«'a.      We  ha<l  about  sixty  before  entering  the  Bering  Sea,  nearly  all 

females  with  young  i»ups  in  them.      We  entered  the 

Bering  Sea  the  middle  of  May  and  «aptured  3(M>  wiiile 

pioanmit  in  there.     Most  of  these  were  motln'r  seals  with  their 

breasts  full  of  milk.     "We  had  six  boats,  four  men  to  a 

boat,  two  boat-pullers  and  a  stecrer  and  hunter.     Wt; 

killctl  them  with  rides.     We  used  to  shoot  at  anything 

we  ran  across,  antl  got  about  a  third  of  what  we  killed 

or  wounded.     1  do  not  know  how  many  miles  olf  the  seal 

islands  we  weie  when  we  caught  them,  as  J  did  not  know  the  distances. 

Tiios.  JJhadlkv. 

Std)scribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.")th  day  of   April,  A.  D. 
1S02. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  JJennett, 

Notary  Public. 


of  which  were 


MiisUy 
•eitls. 


Uillos  iiHed. 


T\votliinl>*  Inst. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Brown  {Xo.  3),  scaler. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Fraueiseo,  ss: 

Thomas  Brown,  Iniving  been  duly  sworn,  dejmsos  and  saj'S:  T  reside 
in  San  Francisco.     My  occujiation  is  that  of  a  lal)orer.     1  made  a  seal- 
ing voyag<'  to  tin'  N«»rtli  Bacilic  and   Bering  Sea  on 
.J';ffi,nTi7.Vinrs""i'   ^''•'  Ale.rander,oi'  which  Cai»tain  Mcl.«>an  was  master. 
We  sailed  from  Vi<'toria  in  January,  ISS"),  going  soutli 
to  Cape  Blanco,  sealing  round  there  about  a  mouth,  when  we  bore  uorth 


TAKEN    IN    SAX    FRANCISro. 


407 


to  tln'  Pn'iinji"  Sea,  sralin;;  all  the  way  up.     VV«'  had  U.~»0  seals lu'lorr  «'ii- 

fi'iiii"- the  s«'a,  tlu' lam'st  |M'irontau«'of  wliich  w«'re  r«'-      

iiialos,  most  ot  tlicni   iiaviii;^'  youn^  |>ii]>s  iii    Mk'iii.     I    luaiis,  mosii.v  pn^. 

saw  soiiu' of  tin' yoiuijn' pups  taken  out  of  tlu-ni.     We   """'• 

rntiTcd  tiM'   sea  aloiij;-  aWout  the  1st  of  May  ami  cauj^ht  Ix'twcen  (t(K> 

and  7(Mt  seals  fnmi  .'>(►  to  l."»0  miles  oft'  the  seal  islands,  and  foui- out  of 

hve  were  females  in  milk.     I  saw  the  milk  runidii;;'  on 

the  deck  when  we  skinned  them.      We  had  six  l>oats. 

thre<e  Mu>n  to  a  hoat.  a  hoat-puller.  hunter,  and  steerer. 

They  used  mostly  sliotjiuns,  usin^a  ritle  for  lonj>'  ran;;e 

aveia;;e  three  or  five  out  of  every   twelve    killed  ami 

woundt'd.     it  dept'iids  a  ^reat  deal  upon  the  weathei*. 

There  were  lots  of  seals  in  the  wafer  at  that  time. 

Tllos.  HllOWN. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  this  litth  day  of  Ajuil,  A.  I).  18!)2. 
[SEAL.J  Clement  UeNxNEtt, 

Motary  rubliv. 


'l^ikcii  :'.il  III  I'lO 
mill's  riiiiii  I'liliiliif 
Islaiiils. 

We  got  on  an 

I'licui'iiiM  |irinci- 
(lallv  iincil. 


I  am 


I'liliiliitriiiikiTiffl  in 
Ixm-IHHB,  ami  IHOl. 


Deposition  of  John  0.  Ganticell,  licutrnant,  Renniio  Marine. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

('////  anil  ('mint If  of  San  Francisco,  ss  : 

.lohii  C.  Cantwell,  haviiifi'  been  duly  sworn.  dei)oscs  and  says: 
a  see(»ud  lieiitt'iiant  in  the  I'liite*!  States  KeNcnueMa 
line  Service.  1  have  been  on  duty  in  Beriiifi'  Sea  dur- 
iiij;  the  summer  months  of  the  years  1SS4,  lssr».  l.ss(i, 
and  1S!M,  and  hav«'  fie(piently  been  on  sluu-e  at  the  I'ribilof  Islamls 
and  in  the  waters  adjacent  thereto.  Have  always  made  it  a  careful 
study  and  i)aid  particular  atteiiti(Mi  to  the  number  of  seal,  both  on  the 
Pribilof  Islands  and  in  the  waters  of  Herinj;'  Sea. 
Whenever  opportunity  afforded  have  visited  the  rook-  ''^i"'""""- 
erics  tor  the  purpose  of  photojjraphiiij''  and  ski'tehiiij,'  the  animals  and 
studyinji'  their  habits,  numbers,  etc.  I  have  boarded  a  larjfe  numl>er 
of  vessels  litted  out  as  sealers  aud  eufja^ed  in  sealinj>-,  an<l  have  con- 
versed witli  their  masters  and  crews  on  the  subject  of  pelaj;ie  st'aliii};'. 
From  inf<u'mation  gathered  from  thes(>  and  other  sources,  and  by  com- 
parison of  testimony  jiiven  by  thi'  seal  hunters,  would  waHtr  ..f  ii(«- 
say  thiii  at  least  (5(»  per  cent  of  seals  killed  or  woundt  d  mnsiiy  iint'imnt  n- 
escape  and  are  never  recovered,  and  that  7."»  jter  cent  "'"'''* 
of  seals  shot  in  the  North  Pacitij-  Ocean  are  females  heavy  with  young, 
and  that  .SO  per  cent  of  seals  shot  in  JJering  S«'a  from  July  1  to  Sep- 
tember Mare  females,  most  of  which  have  given  birth  to  tlu'ir  young 
and  are  mostly  caught  while  feeding  at  various  distances  frcuu  laud. 

Hav*'  observed  carefullj'  the  areas  occupied  by  the  seals  on  the  rook- 
eries aiul  hauling-out  grounds,  especially  at  Northeast  Point  and  the 
reef  on  St.  Paul  Island,  in  18S4,  l.SS."»,  l.SSO,  aiid  bSiH, 
and  «>n  both  ro()k«>ries  the  areas  formerly  occujaed  by  grmmiirVi'i\"Nwi"Ml{".''^ 
seals  have  greatly  tlecreased,  so  much  so  that  at  first 
appearance  it  seemed,  in  l.S*.)!,  as  if  the  hauling-out  grounds  had  been 
entirely  deserted.  Subs<Hiuent  examination  disclosed  the  fact  that  this 
was  not  strictly  true,  there  still  being  a  small  number  of  male  seals  left 
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oil  tliosf  <j:rouiHl«.  FIiiv«>  also  oli^^crvcd  tliaf  tlio  srals  arc  iniu'li  iiioro 
scattt'i'«-<i  on  till*  lii'ctMliii;:'  ro«)U(>i'i('.s  tliaii  in  foniici'  \<-ars  (l<SHI,  l.s.s.*», 

lSM<i):  ii'Iso  tliiit  tlu>  nnnilicr  of  st-als  in   t lit' \\iit«-r  lias 

]ii'o|iortioiiatclv  <l(M-i«-iis*-<l.  and  that  tln-y  liav*'  jirown 
vci'v  iniirli  inon-  shy  and  ditlinilt  to  a])|>roacli.  Without  prcsninin;;  to 
!(«' altsoliitt'lv  roirt'ft.  would  cstiinatc  the  iinnihcr  ol'scals  pn'snit  at  St. 
I'aiil  Island  dnriii-;  the  year  tSIH  to  hv  alioiit  H>  p<-r  cent  oi'  thi*  nninlit'i- 
tlicie  ill  loiiiu'r  years  ololtservation  (ISS|.  |,ss.">,  :iiid  lsS(»).     I  havc.also 

ohst'ived  si'als,  prcsiiinaldv  lishiiifj,  at  distances  varv- 
•■'""""'""       iiij;  tVoiii  1(1  to  i:»0  miles  |-n)iii  the  island,  and  am  of  the 
o|)iiiion  that  most  of  the  seals  seen  at  distances  more  than  10  miles  from 
land  dining  the  Itieedin;;:  season  are  females. 

I  did  not  ohsei-\e  any  unusually  lar;;*'  niimher  «»f  dead   pups  on  the 

rookeries  in  my  visits  to  the  islands  until  tln'  year  ISIH. 
Oni.i  iHips.  Durinj;  tiie  mouth  ol  Septeinher  of  that   year,  in  com 

paiiy  with  Mr. . I.  Stanley  llrowii,  I  visited  the  Starry  Ateel  and  eastern 
rook<'ries  on  St.  (ieur^^e  Island  and  saw  more  than  the  avcraj^e  iiumher 
of  dead  puiis  and  a  liieat  many  liviiif;-  piijis,  evidently  in  very  po(»r  con- 
dition, ami  either  dead  or  dyiii;;  from  starvation,  dincriiiji  in  this  respect 
from  the  (*ondition  in  which  they  are  ordinarily  found  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  Suhsequently  in  November,  1HJ)1,  I  visited  the  I'olovinia 
rookery  on  St.  Taul  Island,  ami  in  the  course  of  one  luair's  slow  walkin;;, 
covering'  perhaps  U  miles  of;;'round,  estimated  the  niimher  of  dead  pup 
sealstoheiiotlessthanl.tKIO.    Iconsiderthisnumhereiiorintmsly inexcos 

of  the  normal  inoitalify.     I  was  informed  at  the  tiii:e 

Ani..p»UH.  |.||.j^  ij,,.  stoinat'hs  of  dead  pups  had  Ween  examined  by 

the  medical   othcers  at  the  island  and   no  traces  of  food  were  toiiiid 

tlu'ieiu.      From  persiaial  observation  I  am  of  the  o]>iiiiou  that  fully  '.Hi 


tioii 


per  cent  of  them  died  of  starvati<ai  ;;reat   emaciation 
Dratii  Horn  Hiaivu    \),.iii»   appanMit.     It  will   hv  necessary  to  prevent  at 


oiH'c  further  open-s«'aor  <'oastwise  killiii}>;  of  seals,  bitli 
i'roiiii)iiii>ii   iieoiM    in  Hei'iii};  Sea  and  the  northern  I'acitic  Ocean,  if  they 
""'^^  are  to  .save  them  from  extinction  on  the  Pribilof  Is- 

lands. 

The  jnesent  system  of  taking  seals  on  the  islands  in  voj^neand  ]»rac- 
tici'd  by  the  lesse«'s  under  i^overiiiiH  iital  supervision 
Mii.iiipm.Mt.  j^^  jii  ii^y  opininii.  the  best  that  can  be  devised  for  buihl- 

iufx  up  and  jierpetiiatin^  this  ^iieat  industry,  and  if  the  [lela^le  hunter 
and  his  destructive  methods  were  banished  from  the  waters  of  tlu^ 
lierin^j'  Sea  ami  Nortii  Tacitic  it  would  i>e  but  a  few  years  when  these 
islands  wcaild  ajiain  be  tceniin;;-  with  seal  life.  Tin'  wcaiions  used  iiy 
|)ela^;i<"  hunters  are  rilles,  siiot;;iins,  and  spears.  I  have  heard  of  nets 
lu'in;;'  used,  and  have  seen  one  on  board  a  sealer  (the  I'Uizn  h^hrortls, 
lleriii};' Sea,  isill ).  but  know  iiotliin;^' of  it,  further  than  mere  hearsay. 
The  other  weapons"!  have  seen  in  use. 

.1.   C.   <' ANT  WELL, 
Secoiiil  Ijinitinant,  I'.  aS.  A'.  M. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  betbre  me  this  l.'Jth  day  of  April,  A.  I).  1.SJI2. 


[SEAL.J 


Clement  Uennett, 

Notary  rubliv. 
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Miunilloii 


STATI;   (»!•'   CALirtiKNIA, 

Cit)/  ami  Ciniiitji  of  Sini  /•'»<» Hr/.vr«).  ss: 
.liiiiM's   [i.  ('iii'tliciit,  iM'iii;;'  «liil.N    switiii.  ih'poscs  ntul  says:  I  am   7t) 
yoars  of  a;;*'.     I   rcsitlc  jii  tiif  *-ity  aii<l  coiiiity  of  iSaii  Kniiirisro.     My 
orcii|)atioii  is  lliat  of  a  master  mariiuM'.     I  was  ('ii;;a;;<Ml      |.-^  „.,j,,,„.,. 
ill  Imiitiii;;  till' riir  seals   in  tlie  Noitli    Tacilie  in    1.S77        "i"'!"'" 
to  ISS7,  and   <liir!ii<;  tlie    latter    pait   ol'  the  time  in    ISeiin^^  Sea.     I 
usually  left   San    {''raneiseo  in    iM'lHiiaiy  or   Mareh  of  eaeli  year  and 
sealed    aloli};'  tlie   eoast,   followin;;  tlie  lierd   iioitli  on 
tlu'ir  way  to  tlieir  Itreedinji'  jiioiimls  on  tlie  IMiWylov 
Islands  in  tlie  l>ei-in.i;  Sea.     I  usually  entered  tim  sea  about  tliu  Lst  of 
.liily  and  eame  out  in  September.     About  S."»  per  eeiit  of  my  eateli  of 
seals  aloii;;'  tlu'  eoasi  of  the  Nolli  I'acilie  were  females,  and  most  ail  of 
them  were  (MiwH  in  pup,  and  I  used  to  kill  most   of  them  while  asleep 
on  the  water.     I  lo:  t  a  "ii-at  maiiv  that  were  killed  by 

...        •     I   •         1      ,•  11         ,  ,  ■  41  I  .1   '     1  ■  W  iiHlf  (il  lili.  prill 

their  sinkiii;;iielore  we eoiild  };et  iDtiiem.  I  think  on  an  <!i|miiv  ivmnir.  umi 
avt'iii;;!'  I  {J«>t  one  out  of  every  three  killetl,  but  som«  """'iv  |.i.«imi.i. 
of  my  hunters  did  not  do  as  well.  It  is  <lil1icult  to  ;;'et  more  than  ono 
breechiii;;  s«'al  out  of  six  killed.  It  is  tiieeiistom  for  hunters  to  bra}; 
alxmt  how  many  seals  they  <^et  out  of  the  number  killed,  and  in  trying;' 
to  outdo  each  other  they  {generally  e\aji';;erate  the  faets.  Diiriu};  the 
months  of  Mareh,  April,  May,  and  .lune  the  seals  in  the  North  I'aeitie 
are  traveling:'  leisurely  towards  the  passj-s  into  Meriii;:'  Sea. 

About   HO  p«'r  eent  of  the  seals  I  <'aii;ilit    in  the   IJeriii};  Sea  were 
mothers  in   milk,  and  were  feeding:'  around  the  tishiii}; 

banks  just   north  of  the  Aleutian    Islands,  and  1   int\      •• >iii«  f.mai.M  mi 

most  ot   my  soal-«  iroiii  ■*(>  to  L'.td  miles  trom  the  seal    i>iii,ii.,r  uiaiKiM. 

islands.     1  don't  think  I  ev»'r  sealed  within  L'."»  miles  of 

the  I'riliylov  Islands,     They  are  very  tame  after  <;iviii<;'  birth  to  their 

yoiiii;;  and  are  easily  aiipioaclied   by  tlie  hunters.     Wlieii  the  females 

leave  the  islands  to  feed  they  ;;o  very  fast   to  \Uv  lishin<>   banks,  and 

after  they  jjet  their  loo<l  tlie.\  will  ;;o  to  sleep  on  the  waters.     That  is 

the  hunter's  «>reat  chance.     1  think  we  s«'ciired  more  in  pntportion  to 

the  number  killed  than  we  did  in  the  North  I'acilie,     I 

hunted  with  sliot;>un  and  rille,  but   mostly  with  shot- 

j-un.     Seals  wi're  not  nearly  as  numerous  in  1SS7  as  tlu-y  were  in  1S77, 

and  it  is  my  belief  tliid  the  <lecrease   in   numliers  is  diu^  to  the  hunting; 

and  killing;'  of  female  seals  in  t  he  ^^  ater,    I  do  not  think 

it  |Missible  for  seals  to  exist  for  any  h'lifjth  of  time  if 


Kiri'iirms. 


|>.M 


l>ii|» 


the  pn'seiit  slau}iliter  continues.    The  killiiij;'  of  the  fe-      i»,.a.i 

males  means  the  death  of  her  boin  or  unborn  pup.  and 

it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  that  this  immense  drain  on  the  herds  can 

be  continued  w  itlioiit  a  very  rapid  decrease  in  their  numbers,  and  which 

practically    nn'aiis  extermiiiatioii    within    a   Vi'iy    few 

years.     If  the  seals  are  to  be  saved   there  must  be  no 

killinj^'  at  any  lime  in  the  waters  of  lierinji'  Sea,  anil  it 

is  also  very  important  for  their  prcservaliiin  that   no  females  be  kille4l 

in  the  North  I'aeilic.  They  must  be  protected  in  b  ttli  of  these  waters  or 

tliev  will   be  exterminated.     I    havi'   never  known  of 


rriiliiliitioii    iitM'^H- 


;<   I 


seals  haiilinj^'  out  on  land  anywhere  on  the  coast  except   i'riuiiui''i»'iand»' 


liHiiliiisiiiit  iiiily  un 
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1880. 


at  the  Pribylov  Islands.    I  went  sealing  for  eight  years 
San  niegoneizoA  in  jn  tlie  sclioonei'  Sail  Dicfio.     Sh(^  was  seized  by  the 

revenue  eutter  in  1SS(»  in  IJering  Sea,  about  120  miles 
from  the  seal  islands  and  north  of  rnalaska.    Slie  was  taken  with  her 
cargo  <>f  alwmt  584  seal  skins  to  Sitka  and  forfeite<l  by  the  ('ourt. 
The  year  following  I  went  in  the  schooner  Si/lviii  llaiidy^  a  new  and 

elegant  vess«'l.  She  was  also  seized  in  IJering  Sea. 
.effiss".  ^^""'*''  about  170  miles  from  St.  Paul  Island  and  17  miles  from 

ITnalaska  She  was  taken  to  Sitka  and  eotuh'nnied 
M'ith  her  cargo  of  nearly  1,700  skins  on  board.  These  seizures,  with  the 
cost  of  litigation  which  foll(>wed,  broke  up  the  fiiin  of  L.  X.  Handy  & 
Co.  and  myself,  and  we  had  to  «iuitthe  business,  as  I  perceived  the  (lov- 
ernment  was  condemning  American  vessels  for  sealing  and  releasing 
British  vessels  *'er  the  same  offense.  They  treated  us  very  badly.  I 
am  still  in  hopes  we  will  be  paid  by  it  for  our  losses.  In  the  Syh'ia 
Handij  I  had  also  -'Gseal  skins  which  I  had  bought  from  a  native  hunter 
whose  wife  was  sick  and  he  want<'d  nu'dicine  for  her.  I  gave  him  med- 
jcine  and  Ixmght  his  skins  to  acconniiodate  him.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  but  they  were  legally  caught,  but  they  w<'re  taken  trom  me  and 
linally  sold.  The  Judge  (I)aws<ni)  of  the  court  afterwards  told  me  they 
8h«mld  not  have  been  condemned,  and  had  he  known  itsoonei'  he  wcmld 
not  hav«'  permitted  them  to  have  been  taken  from  me  and  sold  on  ac- 
count of  the  (lovernment.  Most  of  the  sealing  fleet  is  now  absent  from 
this  port  in  the  hands  of  sealers  of  exl»erieiic<',  having  been  so  engaged 
for  several  years.  So  far  as  I  know,  their  views,  if  they  could  be  ob- 
tained, wt>uld  be  in  harmony  with  my  own  opinions  as  herein  expressed. 

James  L.  Catiicut. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Oth  day  of  April,  A.  I).  1892. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  Charles  Challall,  scaler,  1888-1890. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Btate  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Charles Challall,  being  didy  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  reside  in  San 
Francisco;  my  occupation  is  that  of  a  sailor;  I  have 
been  sealing  up  the  coast  and  in  lU'ring  Sea  three  sea- 
SOUS;  conuiuMicing  in  18S.S  and  ending  in  1800.     In  1888 
I  went  on  the  Vandcrbilt.     We  did  not  go  into  the  Ber- 
ing Sea  that  year.     In  1889  I  went  on  the  WliHi',  and 
in  1890  I  went  on  the  Hamilton.    They  were  all  sealers. 
We  generally  left  San  Francisco  in  Marith  or  April,  and  we  sealed 
along  the  coast  up  to  Queen  Charh>tte  Sound.    The  largest  catch  we  ever 
made  between  San  Francisco  and  Queen  Charlotte  Sound  was  in  1888 
Decrease  wlicii  We  caught  300  scals.  Tlicrc  was  nnu;h  less  number 

of  seals  to  be  seen  in  the  North  I'aci  tic  and  Bering  Sea  in 
1800  than  in  1888.  We  were  hunting  in  the  Bering  Sea  most  of  the 
time  off  Seventy-two  and  Unamak  Pass,  and  we  caught  the  seals  as  they 
were  going  to  and  from  the  Vribilof  Islands  to  feed  on 
the  fishing  grounds.    We  caught  a  grea  i  many  seals  on 


Experience. 


Yanderhilf.  18  88; 
Whiti\  188U;  llamil 
ton,  18n0. 


Females  feeding. 
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i  tliiiik  1>  out  of  every  10     M..»tiv  prHgnai.t 


the  fishing  banks  Just  north  and  dose  by  the  Aleutian  Archipehigo 

Most  of  tlie  seals  we  killed  going  up  the  coast  were 

females  heavy  with  pup 

were  females.     At  least  7  out  (»f  S  seals  caught  in  the 

Bering  Sea  were  ni(»tlu'rs  in  milk.    The  vessels  1  went  out  in  had  triun 

4  to  <)  boats  each.     Each  boat  had  .'?  nu'u,  a  hunter,  and  2  pullers. 

The  averagi'  hunter  would  yet  1  out  of  every  .'i  that  he     „ 

,      .  1  ,  ,  '     1  ri-i'i  ,14         \\  astf  of  lift'. 

ah<»t;  a  i)oor  huntci'  not  nearly  so  many.    There  are 21 
buckshot  to  a  sliell.     1  think  a  great  many  seals  are  wounded  by  hunt- 
ers that  are  not  taken.    The  gunshot  wounds  more  seals  than  the  riHe. 
1  think  the  aim  of  the  hunter  is  to  kill  the  seal  rather  than  wound  it. 
When  they  are  in  school  sleei>iiig  we  get  a  good  many.     We  did  not  get 
as  many  we  shot  at  in  tlie  llering  Sea  as  we  did  on  tiie  <;oast.     If  we  got 
1  ()ut  of  every  '•'>  that  we  wonn<led  in  tin  llering  Sea  we 
were  (h>ing  pretty  well.     1  do  not  know  of  anyplace   PHhlloi  isi'.iii"i"''^   **" 
where  the  seals  haul  upon  this  coast  except  on  the  seal 
islands. 

C'lIAS.  Chai.t.all. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  April,  A.  J).  18J)2. 
[L.  S.J  Clkment  Ben X kit, 

Kotury  Vublic. 


»'j<- 
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DcpoaitioH  of  Daniel  Claussen,  sealer. 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  2Gth  day  of  February,  1892,  at  ray 
oftice,  434  California  street,  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco, 
State  of  California,  Ix'fore  me,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  and 
for  said  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  Stati*  of  California,  duly 
appointed  and  commissioned  to  adnunister  oaths,  etc.,  i)ersonalIy  ap- 
l)eared  Daniel  Claussen,  who,  being  first  duly  sworn,  testitied  as  fol- 
lows: 

Daniel  Clacssen,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Notary: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation  ? — A.  My  name 
is  Daniel  Claussen;  age,  32;  I  reside  in  San  Francisco  and  am  by  occui- 
pati<m  a  seal  hunter. 

Q.  Are  you  a  citizen  (►f  the  United  States? — A.  I  am;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  State  ar«'  a  resident  of? — A.  California. 

Q.  Have  you  been  engag«'d  in  catching  seals  in  the  Pacific  and  Bering 
Sea,  and  for  how  long? — A.  I  have  been  engaged  in 
sealing  in  the  i'acific  and  in  Bering  S«>a  for  th<*  last  six 
years. 

Q.  D(>  you  know  of  M'hat  sex  tlie  seals  were  that  you  have  taken  iu 
the  Pacific  ami  Bering  Sea? — A.  Mostly  fennile. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  cows? — A. 
About  iSO  per  cent. 

Q.  What  peri-entage  of  the  cows  you  have  taken  laosti.v pnunant fe- 
were  with  ]nip? — A.  About  70  percent. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  destr(»y  a  large  i>ercentage  of  seals  that 
you  do  not  catch  I — A.  Ves,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  that  percentage? — A.  We  catch  about  7 
seals  out  of  10. 


Kxpcrieiioe. 
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Q.  When  does  sealing  conuiK'ncc^  in  the  Pucific  and  when  does  it 
end? — A.  Sealing  comnuMices  in  the  Pacific  about  the  1st  of  January 
and  ends  about  the  1st  of  July. 

Q.  Whe:i  does  sealing  connnence  in  tlic  Bering  Sea  and  when  does  it 
end? — A.  Sealing  eonunenees  in  the  Bering  Sea  about  the  Istof  July 
and  ends  al>out  the  last  of  October. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  seals  are  taken  conii>ared  to  those  you  de- 
stroy in  doing  so;  in  other  words,  how  many  do  you  actually  get  out 
of  those  you  slioot? — A.  We  get  about  75  per  cent  of  what  we  shoot. 

i).  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  first  started  in  the  business  and  was 
inexiterienced  in  hunting,  that  yt)U,  like  all  other  beginners,  destroyed 
a  nnich  larger  proportion  than  you  now  do? — A.  it  is;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  tlie  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake  ? — 
A.  Asleep. 

iiidiHoriiiiinate       Q-  If  uwake,do  you  shoot  attheni  while  breeching* — 
HiaiiKiiiM-.  A.  We  shoot  any  we  can  get. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  water,  and  is  it  your 
opinion  that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  born  in  the 
water? — A.  No,  sir;  they  would  drown  if  born  in  the 
water. 
Haul  out  only  on       Q.  Do  you  kiiow  of  any  place  where  seals  land,  out- 

Pribilof  Inlands.  ^jj^  ^^.  ^.,,j,  ^^..^j  ishlllds  i—A.    I  dO  Uot. 

Q.  Has  there  been  anydccrcasi'  in  tlic  quantity  of  seals  as  comj)ared 
to  previous  years? — A.  1  think  there  has. 

Q.  If  there  is  a  decrease,  to  what  do  you  attribute  it?-  A.  To  the 
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killing  and  hunting  of  them  by  seal  huntt'is. 


Q.  Do  the  pui>s  perish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill  ? — 
A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion,  if  sealing  continues  unrestricted,  that  they  will 
soon  be  exterminated? — A.  1  thinic  so;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  opinion  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in 
Bering  Sea  to  jnevent   the  her<l   from  being  extermi- 
I'rohibitiou   neces-   Hjvtcd ? — A.  It  is  abs(ilut<'lv  ncccssarv  ill  niv  opinion. 
Q.  VV  hat  months  of  tiie  year  do  you  think  they  should 
be  protected? — A.  From  the  1st  of  July  to  the  last  of  October  I  think 
they  shouhl  be  protected. 
Q.  Do  you  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  rifle,  or  a  shotgun? — A. 
Mostly  with  a  shotgun. 
Q.  What  shot  do  you  use,  buckshot  or  fine  shot? — 
A.  Buckshot. 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  in  the  8i>ring 
of  the  year,  during  your  experience,  where  do  you  siipi)ose  wa;-,  their 
destination? — A.  To  the  rookeries  in  the  Bering  Sea. 
Q.  Do  you  think  tt  would  l)e  better  that  the  Bering  Sea  should  be 
,.  „  .      entirely  closed ? — A.  1  think  it  would  be  better. 

Clusiug   ot   Boi'xng  *' 

Sea. 

Daniel  Claussen. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss  : 

I,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  an«l  for  said  city  and  county 
of  San  Francisco,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witness  in  the  foregoiug 
deposition  named  was  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  trutli;  that  said  dei)osition  was  reduced  to 
writing,  and  when  completed  was  carefully  i  cad  over  to  said  witness, 
and  by  him  subscribed  in  my  presence. 
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In  witness  whoreof,  I  have  Iicicmito  siihscrilttMl  my  name  and  aflixed 
my  st'al  of  ottice  this  2(itli  day  of  Fohiuary,  1<SJ)2. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennktt, 

Notary  I'lihlic. 


DepoHiiiou  of  Peter  (hllius,  scaler  (hoat-ptiller). 


PELAGIC   SEALING. 


says:  [  am  l)y 
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State  of  Califoknia, 

Cifil  and  (Joiinfif  of  .SVu<  Francisco,  ss: 

Petcr  Collins,  liavinj^'  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  ami 
oecnpation  a  sailor  and  resid«>  in  San    Francisco.     [ 
was  <Mi<>a;>-ed  as  a  boat-puller  (hirinj;-  the  years   ISSS 
and    l.S.S{>.     On    both   trips    I    went   out    on  the  voy- 
age  of  the    serlin}«-   schooner    San  J)icf/o   to    IJeriiii*- 
Sea.     In  188S  v.e  left  here  in  February,  and  commc.iccil  to  seal  oft 
the  coast  nea:'  San  Francisco  and  cauylit  abcmt  300  seals  in  the  North 
Tacitic;  we  then  went  into  the  Berinj-  Sea  about  the  middle  of  .Inly, 
and  left  there  alxmt  the  1st  of  Sei)teml>er.    We  got  900  s«'als  in   ISSH, 
and  1,100  in  1880,  in  the  Bering  Sea.    The  hunters  used      ,,,.^._  .^_._^_^ 
both  shotf-uns  and  rifles.     They  used  a  rifle  to  shoot 
breechinj^'  seals,  and  a  shotj-un  to  shoot  sleepers  and  tramps.     The 
shot«;un  is  not  as  fatal  as  the  rifie,  but  wounds  a  j>reat  many  more. 
Fully  three-fourths  of  the  seals  shot  in  the  North  Pa- 
cific were  females  with  youn{>'.     Mother  seals  pre<>nant 
are  more  easily  caught  than  young  bachelors,  and  1 
am  sure  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  go  on  land  to  breed, 
and  I  have  ne^HM-  heard  of  them  going  anywhere  else 
than  on  the  seal  islands  for  that  i)urpose.    An  average 
liunter  will  get  one  out  of  four  of  breeching  seals,  ami 
one  out  of  three  of  sleepers  that  he  kills,  but  a  connnon  hunter  will  not 
get  so  many. 

The  hunters  will  kill  any  seals  that  come  along,  it  being  impossi 
ble  to  tell  the  sex  in  the  water.    Nearly  all  the  cows 
are  in   milk  during  the  months  of  July  and  August 
while  theyarecmt  seeking  food,  and  I  haveseen  mothers 
with  their  breasts  full  of  milk  killed  100  miles  or  more 
from  the  seal  islands.     I  know  they  go  great  distances 
in  search  of  food.    There  were  not  nearly  as  many  seals 
to  be  found  in  1881)  as  there  were  in'  1888.     I  think  the  decrease  is 
<'aused  by  the  great  destructi(m  of  females  killed  in  the  sea  by  the 
hunters,  and  if  something  is  not  done  to  protect  them      „  .   ,. 
irom  slaughter  m  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea,   smv. 
they  will  all  be  gone  in  a  few  years. 

Petek  Collins. 

Subscribed  aud  svvoru  to,  before  me,  this  2d  day  of  April,  A.  I).  1802. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bion^ett, 

Avtart!  x'ublic. 


Haiiliiic  II |)  only  on 
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St.  I'iinl  1111(1  St. 
(ifdige  iijlaiidH  iu 
1«70. 


Almiiilimco  <>{  seals 
in  1«70. 


ManiiKemont. 


Depimiion  of  Washimfton  C.  Cotihon,  Captoin  U.  S.  h\  M.,  in  commnml 

of  the  Rush. 

PELAGIC  SI'LVLIXd  AND  I'RIIULOF  KOOKEKIES. 

State  of  ("alifohnia, 

Cltii  and  Counfj/  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 
Wushinyton  C.  C<»uls<ui,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  Jind  says: 
I  am  captain  in  the  United  States  Keveiiue  Cutter  serv- 
;,^!.'V""T"ii"n!i»":  i<'e.    At  present  1  am  in  command  of  tlie  United  States 
i'^""  revenue  cutter  ii'».s/».     I  was  atta<'lied  to  the  I'nited 

States  revenue  cutter  Lincoln,  under  the  (command  of 
('apt.  C.  M.  Scammon,  during'  the  year  1<S7(),  from  June  until  the  close 
of  the  year,  as  a  third  lieutenant,  and  iiave  been  an  officer  in  the  r«'v- 
enue  service  ever  since.  In  the  month  of  that  year  I 
was  in  tlu^  Bering  Sea  and  at  the  seal  islands  of  St. 
Paul  and  St.  Ceorf^e.  I  went  on  phore  at  both  islands 
and  obseived  the  seals  and  seal  life,  the  method  of  kill- 
iufj,  etc.  1  noticed  i)arti(!ularly  the  greJit  number  of 
seal,  which  were  estimated  by  those  comi)etent  t(»  judge 
that  at  least  5,00(),()00,  and  possibly  6,()(M»,00(),  were  in  sight  on  tlie  dif- 
ferent rookeries.  To  me  it  seemed  as  though  the  hillsides  and  hauling 
grounds  were  literally  alive,  so  great  was  the  number  (►f  seals.  At  St. 
(ieorge  Island,  though  the  seals  were  never  in  as  great  numbers,  nor 
were  there  so  many  hauling  places,  the  seals  were  very  jdentiful.  At 
this  time  and  for  several  years  thereafter  i)elagic  sealing  did  not  take 
place  to  any  extetit  and  the  animals  wore  not  diverted 
from  their  usual  paths  of  travel.  All  firearms  were  for- 
bidden and  never  have  been  used  on  these  islands  in  the  killing  and 
taking  of  seals.  In  fact,  unusual  noise  even  on  the  ships  at  an(!hor  near 
these  islands  is  avoided. 

Visiting  the  rookeiies  is  not  permitted  only  on  certain  conditiims,  and 
anything  that  might  frighten  the  seals  avoided.  The  seals  are  never 
killed  in  or  nejir  the  rookeries,  but  are  driven  a  sh(nt  distance  inland, 
to  grounds  especially  set  apart  for  this  work.  I  do  not  see  how  it  is 
po.-(sible  to  conduct  tlie  sealing  ]>rocesK  with  greater  care  or  Judgment. 
Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Redpath  on  St.  Paul,  an<l  Mr.  Webster  on 
St.  (Jet U'ge  islands,  men  who  have  superintended  this  work  for  many 
years,  the  natives  d<»  the  driving  and  the  killing  is  per- 
piiviiiji  and  kill-  foi-med uudcr the supervisitm of flie (TOvernuuMit agents. 
The  natives  understand  Just  how  nuich  fatigue  can  be 
endured  by  the  seals,  ami  the  kind  of  weather  suitable  for  (iriving  and 
killing,  no  greater  i»recaution  in  that  regard  can  be  taken.  The  evi- 
dence of  this  is  in  tlie  snndl  percentage  of  animals  injured  ov  overheated 
in  these  drives.  I  do  not  believe  the  animals  are  much  frightened  or 
disturbed  by  the  ptocess  of  selecting  the  drives  frtun  the  rookeries,  nor 
do  I  think  it  has  a  tendency  to  scare  the  ainmals  away  from  theislaiuls. 
During  the  seasons  of  1890  and  1891  I  was  in  command  of  the  rev- 
enue cutter  Rush  in  Bering  Sea  and  cruised  exten 
sively  in  those  waters  around  the  seal  islands  and 
the  Aleutian  group.  In  the  seastm  of  1890  I  visited  the  islands  of  St. 
Paul  and  St.  (ieorge  in  the  months  of  July,  August,  ami  Septembei', 
and  had  ample  and  frequent  opportunities  of  observing  the  seal  life  as 
compared  with  1870.  I  was  astonished  at  the  reduced 
numbers  of  seals  and  the  extent  of  baie  ground  tm  the 
rookeries  m  1890  as  compared  with  that  of  1870,  and  which  in  that 
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year  was  t«'<'iniii}i'  with  seal  lift'.    In  1S9(»  tlic  Xortli 

AiiH'ricaii  ^'oninuTcial  Coinpaiiy  wt'i'e  unable  to  Ivill   (■,,ni'i',i,Vniir(\'InV|Mm 

seals  of  suitable  size  to  make  their  niiota  of  <JO,(MM)  unni.i.  i..  i.nMui. n; 

11  1     1         ii      •        1  J     •  •     •  1       1     ii  iliiota  III  IMH), 

allowed  by  their  lease,  and,  in  luy  oiMnion,  hid   they 
been  permitted  to  take  5(M>0()  in  1S!)1,  they  eoidd  not  have  se«Mired  tliat 
nnmber  if  they  had  killed  every  bachelor  st'al  witli  a  nu'rchantalt!" 
skin  on  both  i.sland.s,  so  j-reat  was  tlie  diminution  in  the  number  of 
animals  found  there. 

I  arrived  with  my  command  at  St.  Paul  Island  June  7.  1801;  at  that 
date  very  few  seals  had  ariived  and  but  a  small  nam-  ^.^  ^,,^^^^  .^^^^j  ^^ 
ber  liad  been  kilh'd  for  fresh  food.  On  tlu'  12th  of  (Wo',-<ir  '  isiamis  iii 
.lune,  18!>1,  we  were  at  St.  (leor^'e  Island  and  found  a  "*'"• 
few  seals  had  been  taken  there,  also  for  food,  the  number  <d' seals  arriv- 
ing not  beinj;- enouj;h  to  warrant  the  killing  any  great  nnmber.  Dur- 
ing that  year  I  was  at  and  around  l)oth  these  islands  every  month  from 
and  including  June  until  the  Ist  day  of  December  (excepting  October), 
and  at  no  time?  were  there  as  many  seals  in  sight  us  in  IS'.H).  I  assert 
this  from  actual  ob.sei-vation,  sind  it  is  my  oi»iuion  we 
Avill  find  less  this  yeai-,  and  should  pelagic  sealing  in 
tlie  North  l*a<'ifie  and  IJering  Sea  continue,  it  is  only  a  (piestion  of  a 
veiy  few  years,  when  seal  in  tliese  seas,  and  especially  at  the  seal  islands, 
will  be  a  thing  of  the  p.ist,  for  they  are  being  rapidly  de.'^troyed  by  the 
killing  of  females  in  th<'  open  sea. 

As  to  the  percentage  of  seals  lost  in  i)elagic  .■?aling  where  the  use  of 
firearms  is  employed,  I  am  not  able  to  state  of  my  own 
observation,  but  from  conversations  with  those  en- 
gaged in  the  business  I  am  of  the  o|>inion  that  the  number  se(;ured  is 
snndl  compared  with  those  lost  in  attempts  to  secure  them.  'So  men- 
tion was  ever  made  of  any  unusual  nund)er  of  dead 
pups  ui)on  the  rookeries  having  been  notice<l  at  any 
time  prior  to  my  visit  in  1870,  but  when  I  again  visited  i"'><A  islands  in 
1890  1  found  it  a  subject  of  much  solicitude  by  th(»se  interested  in  the 
perpetuation,  and  in  18*.)1  it  had  assumed  such  i)roportions  as  to  cause 
serious  alarm.  The  natives  making  the  drives  first  discovered  this 
trouble,  then  special  agents  took  note,  ami  later  on  1  think  almost  e\ejy 
one  who  was  allowed  to  visit  the  rookeries  could  not  close  their  t^yes 
or  nostrils  to  the  great  numbers  of  d<^ad  pui)s  to  be  seen  on  all  sides. 
In  company  with  Special  Agent  ^lurray,  Captain  Hooi)er,  and  Engineer 
Brerton,  of  the  Coritin,  I  visited  the  Keef  and  (l( (batch  rookeries,  St. 
J'aul  Island,  in  August,  1891,  and  saw  one  of  the  most  pitiable  sights 
that  I  have  ever  witnessed.  Thousands  of  dead  and  dying  pujts  were 
scattered  over  the  rookeries,  while  the  slunes  were  lined  with  emacia- 
ted, hungry  little  feUows,  with  their  eyes  turned  toward 
the  sea  uttering  plaintive  cries  for  their  mothers,  which 
were  destined  never  to  return.  Xumbers  of  theiu  were 
opened,  their  stomachs  examined,  and  the  fact  revealed 
that  starvation  was  the  cause  of  death,  no  organic  dis- 
ease being  apparent. 

The  greatest  luimber  of  seals  taken  by  hunters  in   1891  was  to  the 
westward  and  northwestward  of  St.  I'aul  Island,  and  the  largest  num- 
ber of  dead  ])ups  were  found  that  year  in  rookeries  situated  on  the  west- 
ern side  of  the  island.    This  fact  alone  goes  a  great 
way,  in  my  opinion,  to  contirm  the  theory  that  the  l()ss     K'"'"*-'  "'  n'oti"  "•■* 


Wnsfe  of  lite 


Dead  |m|]is. 


Autopsies. 


Death  I'loiii  starva- 
tion. 


of  the  mothers  was  the  cause  of  mortality  among  the 
young. 
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After  tho  mother  aeals  have  jjivoii  birtli  to  th«-ir  yoiiii};  on  Uw  islaiula, 

,    ..   ,.     _  she  Koes  to  ^he  wa^er  to  feed  and  batlie,  and  I  liave 

tr.iiHi„iii..sii..iiiPiih-  observed  them,  not  onlv  around  tlie  ishmds,  but  trom 

In  different  years,  the  feedinjj  grounds  or  the  location  where  tlie 
"leater  nund^er  of  seals  are  taken  by  poachers  seem  to  ditter;  in  other 
•'  (»rds,  tiie  seals  frequently  change  feeding  gnmnds.  For  instance,  in 
iS<S7,  the  greatest  number  of  seals  Mere  taken  by  poachers  between 
Unaniak,  Akatan  I'asses,  and  the  seal  islands,  and  to  the  southwest- 
wiird  of  St.  (leorge  Island.  In  18.S1>,  the  catching  was  largely  done  to 
the  southward  and  eastward,  in  many  cases  from  5<)  to  loO  miles  <lis- 
tant  from  the  seal  islands.     In  the  season  of  ISIK),  to 

onlrViinVKr"'"^^^^^^^^^^  ^''*^  southward  and  southward  and  westward,  also  to 
northwest  and  northeast  of  the  islands,  showing  that 

the  seals  have  been  scattered.    The  season  of  1.S1>1,  the  greatest  niunber 

were  taken  to  northward  or  westward  of  St.  Paul,  and  at  various  dis 

taui-es  from  -*5  to  150  miles  away. 

On  my  cruise  to  St.  Matthews  and  TTnamak  Island,  we  did  not  <lis- 

cover  any  seal  within  2o  or  30  miles  of  those  islands,  nor  do  1 
know  of  or  believe  that  the  seals  haul  out  upon  land  m 
any  of  the  American  waters  of  Bering  Sea,  except  at 
the  Pribilof  Islands.  If  the  seal  life  is  to  be  preserved 
for  commercial  purposes,  the  seals  nuist  be  protected, 
not  <udy  in  the  Bering  Sea,  but  in  the  water  along  the 

Pacific  coast  from  the  Aleutian  Passes  to  the  Columbia  Kiver. 

Wash.  C.  Coulson, 
Captain,  IT.  8.  Revenue  Marine. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  13th  day  of  April,  A.  D., 
]  .Si»2. 

[L.  S.] 

Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  ruhlic. 


irnulinsoiit  tinlyon 
I'riUilol'  IslandH. 
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JJepositiono/Lcandcr  Cox,  marine  engineer,  sailing  since  1871  betiveen  San 

Francisco  and  Bering  Sea, 
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State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Leander  Cox,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  .and  says:  I  am  52 

years  of  age.    I  am  by  occupation  a  marine  engineer.     I  reside  in 

Sau  Francisco.     I  first  went  to  the   Bering  Sea  in 

1871,  and  have  been  gonig  there  annually  since  18  <  4. 

During  the  winter  time  I  have  been  employed  as  engineer  on  a  i)as- 

senger  vessel  running  between  here  an<l  Victoria,  British  Columbia, 

making  occasional  trips  south  to  San  Diego,  Cal.    I  saw  but  very  few 

seals  between  here  and  San  Diego,  but  north  from  here  to  Victoria  I 

have  formerly  seen  large  herds  of  them  sleei)ing  and  playing  on  the 

water  during  the  winter  and  spring  months.     In  Mfiy 

Migration.  ^^^^  Juuo  they  ccuigregate  about  the  passes  to  enter 

the  Bering  Se.a,  and  I  have  seen  them  in  great  numbers  at  this  time. 

During  nty  annual  cruising  in  Bering  Sea  and  to  antl  fi'om  the  Pribdof 

Islands  I  have  carefully  noted  the  number  and  appearance  of  seals  in 
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Ducit'iise  ot'Mtals. 
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tlie  \vat«'r  iunl  on  tin*  bn't'tliiiy  rookeries  t'roni  tlie  deck  of  my  vessels 

uihI  liave  also  repeatedly  visited  the  liauliiif;  grounds  from  year  to  year, 

and  it  was  about  1.SH4  and  1885  tiiat  bare  spots  began 

to  appear  on  the  lookeries,  so  mncli  so  that  myself  and  joiVwuilf'' '" ""'"  "^ 

the  other  otlicers  often  spoke  of  it  and  disi'ussed  the 

eauses  tlu'refor. 

The  decrease  in  number  of  seals  botli  on  the  Pribilof  Islands  and  in 
the  waters  ()f  the  llering  Sea  and  North  Pacitie  has  ):v'ni 
very  rapid  sinee  188."!,  especially  so  in  the  last  three  or 
four  years,  and  it  is  my  o|)inion  that  tliere  is  not  now  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  number  of  seals  in  these  wHters  and  «ni  the  islands  that 
there  were  ten  yeiirs  ago.  I  attribute  this  decrease  to 
the  terrible  shuighter  of  female  seals  now  going  on  in 
the  sea.  1  believe  the  days  of  the  fur-seal  are  pretty 
miH'h  over,  and  if  the  remnant  is  to  be  save«l,  theynnist 
be  protected  in  the  watersof  the  North  Pacific  as  well  as 
in  those  of  P)eriiig  Sea,  from  the  ritle  and  shotgun  of  the  hunter.  \  am  of 
the  opinion  that  it  will  tnke  careful  nursing  for  some  years,  under  the 
most  favorable  <'ii'cumstanees,  to  restore  the  number  of  seals  to  anything 
like  what  it  was  prior  to  1878.  I  was  in  theemjjloy  of  the  Alaska  Com- 
mercial Company,  the  former  lessees  of  the  seal  islands,  and  their  in- 
structions were  to  use  the  utmost  «'are  in  taking  their 
quota  of  seals,  so  that  there  might  be  no  diminution  in 
number  from  year  to  year,  and  1  personally  know  thi)se  instructions 
were  rigidly  enfon-ed.  From  my  experience,  observation,  and  conver- 
sation with  seal  hunters,  I  am  of  the  o])inion  that  fully 
?.■>  i>er  cent  of  their  catcli  are  females,  and  that  a  vast  ,„ili,',iy"it"'mai.8.'''^' '' 
numbi'r  of  the  seals  kilh'd  by  them  are  lost.  I  am  not 
now,  and  never  have  been,  in  the  employ  of  the  present  lessees  of  the 
seal  islands. 

Leandkr  Cox. 

SubsiTibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  (5th  day  of  April,  A.  I).  181»2, 
[SKAL.]  Clement  Mknnett, 

Notary  I'ublio. 
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Deposition  of  John  Balton,  scaler  {hoatpuUer), 
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State  of  California, 

(Jii}l  and  conniy  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 
John  Dalton,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  nm  .lu 
years  of  age.     1  reside  in  San  Francisco.    My  occupation  is  that  of  a 
saihu'.     I  nmde  a  sealing  voyage  to  the  North  Pacitlc 
and    P>ering  Sea  in  188;>,  on  the  schooner  J /r.r««//(';-, 
of  which  Capt.  J.  F.  McLean  was  master.     I  was  a 
boat-puller.     We  left  Victoria  in  January  and  went 
south   to    Cape    Flattery  and    Cape    lUanco,    sealing   around    there 
alxmt  two  months,  when  we  went  north,  sealing  all  the  way  up  to 


Kx|icricricf. 

.Uexaiiiler. 
liciiiia  Sea. 


IHH.'i,  in 


the  Bering  Sea.  We  had  between  1(M>  and  .'MK»  seals 
the  sea.  Most  all  of  them  were  females  with  pups  in 
tered  the  sea  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  about  June, 
and  caught  abcmt  1)00  seals  in  there,  two  thirds  of  which 
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before  entering 
them.     We  eu- 

Mostly  females. 


•^^-N 
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WiiHtc  ot  life. 


More  niotlier  soiils  witli  their  bn-asts  full  of  milk.  I  siiw  tlio  milk  flow- 
ing on  tlui  deck  wln'ii  wi'  skinned  tliem.  W'v  liiid  six  boats,  «'acli  bojit 
liiivinj;'  ii  hunter,  a  boat-puller,  and  sti-erer.  We  used  sliot^iuns  all  the 
time;  we  ha<l  rifles,  but  we  did  U(>t  use  them.  When 
it  was  roufjh  weatlier,  we  got  one  out  of  six  that  we 
killed  or  wounded,  and  in  smooth  weather  we  eouhl  ^^et  on  an  average 
one  out  of  three  and  sonn-times  three  out  of  five.  The  waters  were  full 
of  them  at  that  time.  We  caught  them  from  50  to  00  miles  off  the  seal 
islands. 

J.  I)Ai/roN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  n>e  this  13th  day  of  A|»ril  A.  D. 
1892. 

[L.  S.J  ClEMP:NT    llENNKTT. 

Sotury  riiblic. 


Deposition  of  Joneph  Dctmis,  sealer. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  ('alifoknia, 

Cifi/  and  VoHnty  of  San  Francisco,  ss  : 
.Joseph   Dennis,  bavin};'  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  re- 
side in  San   l''ranei.seo.    My  occupation  has  been  that  of  seaman  foi- 
the  last  three  years.    I  was  on  the  Vanttcrbilt  in  l.SSS, 
that  beinj;'  the  only  sealing  trip  I  ever  made.     We 
sealed  from  San  Francisco  to  Queen  Charlotti!  Island, 
and  caught  between    'AM    and  000  seals,  nearly  all 
femah's     heavy    with    young.     I    have    seen    alive 
young  pup  taken  out  of  its  mother  and  kept  alive  for 
thre«'  or  four  djiys.     We  sealed  from  10  to  120  miles  f»ff  the  coast,  but 
was  never  up  in  the  Bering  Sea  sealing.     We  hunted 
const  .Irpoialti.bVri'ii'I  >"<»*<tly  witli  shotguus,  aud  <*aptured  about   one-half 
that  we  killed  and  Avounded.     1  never  knew  or  hear»l 
of  s«'als  hauling  u])  ah)ng  the  coast  or  giving  birth  to  their  young  in  the 
water. 

Joseph  Dennis. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1802. 
[seal.]  Clement  JJenne'jt, 

Notary  Public. 


Kxpcrifiu'ii. 

raiiiierbilt,  18K8. 

Mosdv  iiicKiiiiiit  'f 
liialos. 


Deposition  of  Richard  Dolan. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss, 


Richar<l  Dolan,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
.")"»  years  of  age.      1   reside  in  San   Krancisj-o.     1  am 


KxiRirii'iice. 

Ali'Xiiiiiler,    in 
iug  Soa,  iu  1  «<*!>. 


lUr- 


mi 


by  occupati(ni  a  huigshoreman.  J  made  a  sealing 
voyage  to  the  North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea  iu  IS.S5, 
on  the  schooner  Alexander,  of  which  Captain  McLean 
was  master.    We  left  Victoria  the  latter  end  of  Jan- 
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nary,  and  went  soiitli  to  Capo  IMaiico,  sealiii}^  ar<»nii<l  tlicrti  two  or 

tliit'c  inoiitlis,  wiicii  wo  started  north  to  tlio  Horiiiy'  Hoa,  scaling  all  tho 

way  lip.     Wo  had  hotweoii  l.'0(»  and  .'{0(>  soals  liot'oro  I'literiii;;-  tlio  sou,  a 

}i\vi\t  many  ot'thoin  hoiii^'  t'oinalos  with  pups  in  thoni.     Wo  ontorod  tlio 

iJorinjj  Soa  alioiit  the  latter  {)art  of  April,  and  got  ov<'r 

SOO  seals  in  there,  most  of  them  beinj;  females  in  milk,   ,i">  '"'"''"«  '"• 

and  w<,'  killed  them  from  20  to  1(M>  mih's  oH"  the  seal 

islands.     I  saw  the  milk  rMiininy  on  the  deck  when  we  weie  skinninji" 

them;  that  was  the  only  way  I  eould  tell  they  were  teuiales.     Wo  had 

8i\  boats  on  board,  each  boat  having  a  l)oat-]>iillor,liiinter,  and  steerer. 

We  used  shotguns.     Wo  also  had  riHos,  but  only  used  them  to  shoot  at 

long  range.     On  an  average  all  the  hunters  will  get  one 

out  of  every  three  or  four  seals  that   tlu-y  killed  or 

wounded.    Then'  were  plenty  of  seals  in  the  water  at  that  time. 

Kk'IIAKI)  Dolan. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.'Uli  day  of  Ajuil,  A.  I).  IS'.L*. 
[L.  s.J  Clkment  Bk.nnktt, 

Notary  I'uhlU: 


Wastc.llilV 


;:■:,*■ 


l^ 


BcpositioH  of  James  Wenry  l)ouglaHit,  pilot  on  the  Riinh  and  Conrin,  Is8:ii 

to  1.SN&. 

pelagic;   SEALlN(f   AND    IMUniLOF  EOOKEUIES. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 
.lames  Henry  Douglass,  being  duly  sworn,  dojwses  and  says:  I  am  a 
citizen  of  the  Unito<l  States.     1  am  by  occupation  a  master  an<l  |>ilot 
of  vessels.    My  residence  is  Alameda,  Cal.    I  have  had 
a  long  exj»erionce  sailing  in  the  North  Pacific  ami  Her-      Expiii.iKc 
ing  Soa.     1  went  to  the  seal  islands  in  Bering  Sea  over 
twenty  years  ago,  and  have  been  there  many  times  subsociuently  while 
in  the  employment  of  the  Government.     From  1.S.S2  to  IHSS  I  ciuised 
consecutively  in  Bering  Soa  as  pilot  on  the  revenue  cutters  Unsli  and 
Conrin,  and  was  often  on  the  seal  islands,  our  vessel  being  frofiuently 
anchored  offshore  in  the  adjacent  waters.     I  had  abundant  opportunity 
and  leisure  to  watch  the  habits  of  the  fur  seals,  both  on  the  IMibilof 


and 


Bering 


Dim  reuse. 


tii'iiHH  on  rodki'i'ii'S. 


Islands  and  in  the  waters  of  the  Northwest  I'aciHc  Ocean 
Sea.  Dui'ing  my  last  visits  to  the  islands  I  observed 
a  very  marked  diminution  in  the  number  of  seals 
thereon  as  contrasted  with  the  herd  seen  on  the  rookeries  five  or  six 
years  previously.  I  am  familiar  with  the  area  and  topography  of  the 
various  rookeries  on  the  islands,  and  have  observed  that  spaces  for- 
merly occupied  by  seal  herds  are  now  vacant  and  i»arts 
of  them  covered  with  grass.  This  diminution  was  par- 
ti(Mdarly  noticeable  in  1887  and  1888,  the  last  two  years  of  my  visits  to 
the  islands. 

The  cause  of  this  decrease  1  believe  to  be  due  to  the  pronii:'.«'Uous  kill- 
ing of  the  soals  by  hunters  on  the  open  soa  and  t\\v,  dis- 
turbance caused  by  their  presence  in  destroying  the 
mother  soals  and  scattering  the  herds.     I  have  c(mversod  with  a  great 
many  i)orsons   who  have  been   engaged  in   sealing  in  the  Northern 
waters,  and  their  uniform  testimony  is  to  the  ettect  that  the  open-sea 
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!i^.i- 


III  liil: 
!'*  -Ill 
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Sciilttirliic  of  lifi'dH. 


Miijiiiity  «( Iriiiult!!* 
Willi  imp.' 


WiiNtforiiCf. 


limiting  is  rai)MlIy  destroying  the  fiir-scals,  iiiiil  tliiit  if  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  it  tew  years  until  tliey  entirely  <lisii|)|K>iir  it'  the  pehi^ic  sealin;; 
eontiniM-s.  Sitiee  the  seal  liiintin;>'  l>egaii  to  Ite  industiionsly  |>nrsneil 
al>ont  the  years  IHSi-HT),  and  the  transfer  of  Atneriean  sehooners  to  the 
British  tla};at  Victoria,  llritish  Colombia,  took  place  to  avoid  sei/nre, 
1  have  been  made  acquainted, both  from  observation  and  conversation 
with  sealers,  of  the  fa<'t  of  the  y i(»win;>  scarcity  of  seals. 
During  my  voyages  up  and  down  the  coast  I  hav»'  fre- 
quently seen  fur-seals  in  small  groups  at  points  where,  until  Iat4'ly,  they 
were  never  known  to  apitear  befoi**.  This  seatteringof  the  herd  is  un- 
(piestionalily  in  large  part  due  to  the  fa«'t  that  ex]>ert  hunters  tirst  aim 
to  kill  tln' leader  of  these  small  lu'rds,  when  the  remaining  mcnd)ers  be- 
coming confused  and  scattered  fall  an  easier  |>rey  tf>  the  st'aler,  or  losing 
their  way  wan<ler  ott'in  their  frightened  condition  to  new  gronnds  away 
from  the  usind  path  to  the  islands  where  they  are  killed  by  Indians  or 
sealers  alongshore. 

My  infoi'mation  and  observation  is  that  a  very  larg«'  proportion  of 
thos(^  killed  along  the  coast  and  at  sea  from  <)r(>g(»n  to  the  Ah'utian 
Islands  are  female  seals  with  pu]>s;  I  think  not  less 
tlian  9"»  per  (!ent.  The  proportion  of  female  seals  killed 
in  the  Bering  Sea  is  e(iu;dly  large,  bnt  the  destnu-tion 
to  svn]  life  is  mucli  greater,  owing  to  the  fact  that  when 
a  nmther  seal  is  killed  her  siu'kling  jnip  left  at  the 
rookery  also  perishes.  Impregnation  having  also  taken  \)]nvv.  before  she. 
left  the  r(»okery  in  search  of  food,  the  fcetus  of  the  next  year's  biith  is 
likewise  destroyed.  I  also  found  that  females  after  giving  birth  to 
their  young  at  the  ro<>ki'rie8  seek  the  codtish  banks  at  various  points 
at  a  disttince  of  from  40  to  12.">  miles  fr<un  the  islamls 
for  food,  and  are  frecpiently  absent  one  or  more  days  at 
a  time,  when  they  rehirn  to  find  their  young. 

I  have  noticed  that  the  fenndes  when  at  sea  are  less  wild  and  dis- 
trustful thai>  the  bachelor  seals,  and  dive  less  quickly  in  the  presence 
of  the  hunter.  After  feeding  i)lentifally,  or  when  resting  aft«'r  heavy 
weather,  they  appear  to  fall  aslee}-.  upon  the  surface  of  the  water.  It 
is  then  they  l)ecome  an  easy  target  thv  the  hunters. 
About  seven  years  since  I  was  on  the  revenue-cutter  Coricin  when 

.San  Dieio  sei/.i«i    ^''®  '^*^i*^6^l  the  Sealing  schooner  San  J>Uuio  in  Bering 

igwa!"     "^"'^  *""'"  '   Sea.    On  the  schooner's  deck  were  found  the  bodies  of 

some  twenty  seals  that  had  recently  been  killed.    An 

Majoiitv  of  temiiie  examination  of  the  bodies  disclosed  that  all  of  them, 

skins  oil  boaiii.  \\\t\\  but  a  siugle  exi'cjjtion,  were  lemales,  and  had 

their  young  inside  or  were  giving  suck  to  their  young. 

Out  of  some  500  or  600  skins  on  board  I  only  found  some  o  of  the 
number  that  were  taken  from  males.    1  have  also  been  present  at  nu- 
merous other  seizures  of  sealing  vessels,  some  eighteen  in  number,  and 
,..,  ,   among  the  several  thousand  skins  seized  I  found  on 

sitiiis  aiiouni.  exanuuatiou  that  they  were  almost  mvaruibly  those  oi 

fenndes.  Th<>re  certainly  was  not  a  larger  i)roi)ortion 
of  males  than  live  to  the  humlred  skins.  This  great  slaughter  of  mother 
seals  certainly  means  a  spee<ly  destruction  to  seal  life. 

I  have  myself  observed,  and  have  so  learni'd  from  others,  that  for  the 

last  ten  or  Hfteen  years  there  were  mcu-e  seals  at  the  islands  than  there 

were  twenty-two  years  ago  when  I  tirst  visited  the  Pribilof  Islands;  an 

M  iia>'emeiit  uicrease  due,  without  doubt,  to  the  very  careful  pro- 

'  "' '""  ■  tectum  and  fostering  of  the  seal  herds  attbrde<l  by  the 

Alaska  Commercial  Company,  then  lessee  of  the  islands. 

J.  II.  Douglass. 


Kfinalfs  fceiliii);. 


T.\Ki:\    IN'    HAN    I'UANCISCO. 
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Sulisnibod  mid  swoni  to  lu'lbre  iiu>  this  L"_M  divy  of  Aiuil.  A.  D.  IS1»2 

\<>l(ti'y  Viihlic. 


]}<po.s!f!on  of  I'rtrr  PuJ))/,  xmhr  (hnaf  iniflcr). 
l'ELA(ilC  SKALIN(t. 

Stati:  oi'  ('ai.ii'ouma, 

at  If  ami  ('(unttji  nf  Sun  rniHci.sro,  .ss: 

IV'tcr  Diiny,  liaviiifi   hccii  duly  sworn,  dcposos  iind  siiys:  I  iiiii   by 
occupation  a  scannin.     I   icsidc  in  San    Kraii<'is<'(».     I 
was  in  tlic  ll('iin;i«'   Sea  in  ISSj  :ind   I.SS,"»,  im  hoaid  t\w 
Sen  (Hicf,  of  wincli  Captain  Williams  was  inastt'i'.   I  was 
a  lioat-iudlcr.    W«>  left  San  I-'ranciscoand  lishcd  up  tlic 
roast  until  w«  <'nt«'r«'d   tiu^  ISciiiiji  Sea,   in  .lidy,  and 
scaled  al)out  tlic  sea  until  wc  were  diivt'ii  oH'  liy  (In- 
rcvi'nue-cuttcr  Cone  hi.     [•'loin   tliere  we  went  ti»   tlie 
Coppci'  lslan<ls.     Our  wliole  itatcli  amounted    to  !)(»(► 
skins,  and  we  kille<l  most  of  Hmmi  with  lillcs,     Weoidy 
}i'ot  aluMit  one  out  of  cijilit  thai     ve  shot  at,  and  they 
were  most  all  females  f;ivin}»  milu  or  in  pup.     When  we  cut  the  hide  otf 
you  ccmld  see  the  milk  runniiiji  from  the  l>reasts  of  the  seals.     The  sec- 
ond year  we  got  over  l,.'}*'!.  skins;  someof  ihcm  were  c()ws  with  pups  in 
them,  and  most  all  the  rc.>.f  were  cow.,  j-ivinjn'  milk  ami  sojue  (»f  the  lat- 
ter we  kilh'd  as  far   from  the  ro(»keriesas  I'nimak  Pass.     1  can  not  tell 
tie  sex  of  tlie  seal  in  the  v  ater.    Our  hunters  wer«' 
ordinary,  averafi'e  hunters.     We  tritMl  to  make  a  raid      Hiii'i.in  st.  »;.„.«.> 
on  St.  (ieory<^  Island,  hut  the  Coricin  was  after  us  and   '"'"'"'■ 
we  kept  out  of  its  way. 

Tetkr  DrFFY. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  (Jtli  day  of  Ajtril,  1802. 
[L.  s.J  Clement  IJennett, 

Notary  J'nbliv. 


I';\|irliiliii'. 

.SV'H  nuer  ill  lliiin;; 
Si'il  ill   IMMI    'S.'i. 


Hiiv.ii    (iir    liv    the 


Wnstfiil  lilf.iiii.stl.v 
iiiilkiiiu  or   iiiiyiiiiiil 
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Deposition  of  M.  G.  UrsJdnCj  master  mariner  for  tii-enti/-foi<r  ymra. 

PELAGIC   sealing  AND   PHIllILOF   KOOKEKIES. 

State  ov  (Ulifoknia, 

i'ity  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

M.  C.  Krskine,  having-  been  duly  sworn,  dep<>ses  and  says:  I  am  55 
years  of  age.     I  reside  in  San  Francisco.     I  am  a  mas- 
t<'r  mariner  by  o('<'upation.     I  have  been  going  to  the      ••^^i"" ''"■'" 
Jiering  Sea  twenty-four  years.     I  went  first  to  tin-  seal  islands  in  April 
1<S<»8,  and  have  been  going  there  ever  since,  visiting  the  ' 

islandseveryyearuntil  ISDO.    I  havebeencruisingalong   ,  f'"'   '"'"""'■*  !»*'«- 
thecoastfrom  here totlu' Aleutian  lslands,and  iiavehad     ™ 
uu  opportunity  ,f  aseertaininj;  the  habits  of  the  seals.    A  year  ago  last 
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l.iir;;!'  piTri'iita;:oiir 
IcinalcM  t.iktMi. 

A|i)i«>ar  in  Itniii;;: 
Sen  laltei  pint  of 
A|ii'il. 


March  I  saw  a  herd  of  soals  of  from  .jOO  to  000  Just  above  Ca])e  Men- 
docino. I  have  also  often  met  hirj^e  numhers  scattered  ahiny  the 
coast  of  Cape  Fhittery,  gen«'rally  from  10  to  20  miles  ot!sliore.  I  have 
ni'ver  hwu  aiound  tlie  <,oast  from  Sitka  to  Prince  William  Sound. 
From  what  I  hav«'  seiMi  and  hear<l  1  believe  seals  are  found  from  Cape 
Mendocino  up  to  Cape  Flattery  in  the  winter  months.  In  I)e«*endH'r, 
January,  Febrtuiry,  and  March  of  the  y«'ars  ISOO  and  l.SOl  I  was  run- 
ning on  th<  reji'iilar  pa ssenjicr  trips  from  he»e  to  IMiget  Sound.  I  fre- 
<iuently  saw  both  seals  and  hunters.  I  think  the  seals 
Mui^lTiVmiAiM'i'L'  '"  <'ommence  to  leave  the  coast  workinff  their  way  noith 
in  March  and  April.  Two  years  ayo  tliis  spring,  within 
li(>  or  .'{0  miles  <>lf  {';i\w  Flattery,  west  of  the  coast  of  Vancouvei',  I 
sighted  one  trip  a  (»r  (»  sealing  sclioouers. 

While  there  is  some  difference  in  tlie  appearance  of  the  female  ami 
ohl  male  seals,  I  do  not  think  it  wimld  be  possible  for  the  hunters  to 
tell  that  dif!'eren<;e  in  the  sea  at  any  great  distance.  I  have  noticed 
that  the  seals  gather  in  large  herds  at  the  passes  about  the  time  they 
are  ready  to  go  into  the  Bering  Sea,  and  that  they  are  more  scattered 
when  seen  along  the  coast.  I  saw  one  schooner's  <'atch 
examined  at  Unalaska  in.  18S9,  and  there  were  found  a 
large  per  centage  of  fennile  seals  among  them.  The 
seals  generally  appear  in  the  Bering  Sea  alxmt  the 
latter  part  of  Ai)ril.  1  think,  however,  their  arrival 
depends  a  great  d(^al  upon  the  season.  The  large  bachelor  seals  and 
the  old  bulls  are  the  first  to  enter  the  sea  abimt  April  or  May,  and  the 
cows  generally  commenc«^  to  arrive  and  are  seen  by  thousands  in  the 
ndddle  of  June.  For  many  years  prior  to  1890  I  have  observ<'d  the 
rookeries  from  my  ship  and  also  from  the  islands.  The 
'"  first  decrease  in  the  number  a|)pearing  on  the  rookeries 
and  in  the  surrounding  sea  that  I  i>articnlarly  noticed 
was  in  the  summer  of  1884,  and  it  has  bec<nne  more  marked  from  year 
to  year  since.  For  the  last  three  or  four  y«»ars  their  disap])earance  !ias 
been  very  marked.  In  October,  180(1,  I  made  a  tri])  from  Unalaska  to 
St.  Michaels.  When  abcmt  liO  miles  south  of  St. George  we  commenced 
to  watch  for  seals  passing  the  Zapandie  rookery  close  i»i  shore,  along 
the  west  end  of  St.  George  Lsland  to  Otter  Island  and  Seal  Island  rock; 
thence  to  Northeast  Point  about  a  mile  and  a  half  off  shore. 

When  we  started  I  reiiuesfed  the  officers  to  keep  a  sharp  lookout  and 
to  reiMU't  if  they  saw  any  seals  in  the  water.  1  was  on  <leck  most  of  the 
time  myself,  also,  and  we  only  saw  2  seals  in  the  whole  run,  whereas, 
ten  years  ago,  when  on  a  similar  voyage,  seals  were  so  plentiful  that  it 
was  impossible  to  ciumt  them.  From  my  hmg  observa- 
tion I  do  not  think  there  are  as  many  seals  by  two- 
thirds  nowannually  arriving  <m  the  islands  or  in  those 
waters  as  then*  were  ten  years  ago,  when  I  first  commeiu'cd  to  notice 
that  they  were  de<'reasing.  By  tliis  statement  I  meam  to  say  that  only 
one-third  as  many  arc  now  to  be  seen  as  formerly.  I  have  oft«'n  ob- 
served the  driving  and  killing  of  the  seal  <ni  the  islainls 
"'■'^'  by  tlu'  former  lessees,  the  Alaska  CommerciaI('om]»any, 
and  Iknow  the  <ompany  required  the  seals  to  be  handletl 
with  great  care,  ami  that  the  instructions  from  the  company  were  to  that 
effect  and  rigidly  enforced.  Until  hunting  and  killing  was  connnenc»'<l 
by  hunters  in  theo])en  sea  I  observed  no  appr«'ciable  decrease  in  the 
number  arriving,  which  was  about  1884.  In  my  opinion  fhi' «'hasing«if 
the  seals  and  the  shooting  of  them  has  ji  tendem-y  to  frighten  them  and 
disturb  them  antl  prevents  their  increasing  as  they  would  if  they  were 
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WiiHteoflifcSOpor 

Cl'Ilt. 


IndUcriminate  kill- 


IcftiiiidistiirhHl  ill  tlie  wjitiTs.     From  my  observation  of  the  methods 

t'liiploycd  by  th«' oi)en-s«'a  IimitiTs  I  b«'liove  that  a  vory 

hirjie  ])roportioii   of  those  kilh-d  by  tliem  arc  lost.     I 

have  often  ht'ard  seah'rs  so  express  themselves.     They 

hav*'  said  to  me  that  they  iint  only  abont  1  out  o\'  .5  shot  or  killed; 

others  made  the  loss  still  j;reater.     I  think  the  latter  statement  more 

nearly  eorre»'t. 

The  larjie  de»*rease  of  seals  in  the  waters  of  the  ocean  and  sea  must 
unquestionably  be  caused  by  the  indiscriminate  killin}^ 
uow  {(oin^'  on  by  ])oachin^'  schoon«'rs,  and  if  not  <lis 
continued,  it  will  most  certainly  be  a  matter  of  a  very 
few  years  before  the  seals  will  be  exterminated.  I  hav«'  been  for  the 
past  twenty-four  years  and  am  now  t'mployed  by  the  Alaska  (Nunmer- 
cial  Company,  the  tbrmer  lessees  of  the  seal  islands,  and  my  opportu- 
nity for  f'atliering  the  ta<'ts  herein  set  foi-th  has  been  of  the  most  favor- 
able character,  both  at  the  seal  islands  as  well  as  in  the  liering  Sea.  I 
am  not  now  an<l  never  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the  present  lessees 
of  the  seal  islands. 

M.  ('.  Erm'ine. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  (!th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1.S92. 

[SEAL.J  CLEMKNT    llENNETT, 

Nolai'ii  Public. 
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Deposition  of  Gconje  Fairchild,,  scaler  (hoaf  puller). 
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State  of  California, 

Citff  and  County  of  San  Frauvisco,  ss: 

George  FairchiM,  havinj;"  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  re- 
side in  San  Francisco.    1  am  a  saihu-  by  (»ccui>ation.  ,.-.,. 
1   made  a  sealing  vovage  to  the  Xorth  Pacitic  and       ''"i""""'"- 
P.ering  Sea  on  the   Sadir   Clyde,   of  which  (Japtain      •^" ''"•'■''"*'•. '«'*« 
i)ockerty  was  master.    I  was  a  boat-puller.    We  sailed  from  Vi<*toria 
on  the  10th  of  Ajuil,  1.S.SS.     We  went  north  to  the  I>eriiig  Sea,  sealing 
all  the  way  up,  and  got  IKJ  seals  betbre  entering  the  sea.     Most  of 
them  were  cows,  neaily  all  of  which  had  pui>s  in  them. 
We  took  some  of  the  pups  alive  out  of  the  bodies  of 
the  tiMuales.     We  entered  the  Bering  Sea  May  2."»th, 
and  we  got  703  seals  in  there,  the  greater  ([uantity  of  whit*h  were  fe- 
males with  their  breasts  full  of  millv,  a  fact  which  1  know  by  reason  of 
having  seen  the  milk  How  on  the  deck  when  they  were  being  skinned. 
AVe  had")  boats  on  boanl,  each  boat  having  a  hunter,      \v„„„.  ..nif,, 
boat  puller,  and  steerer.     We  used  shotguns  and  riHes. 
We  got  1  out  of  every  ")  or  (» that  we  killed  or  wounded. 
We  wounded  a  great  many  that  we  did  not  get.     We 
caught  them  froml0to50uiiiesotf  the  seal  islands. 

(Jeoroe  Fairciiili). 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  lue  this  13tli  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1H<>2. 
[L.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 
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Nrarlv  all  I'i'iiialcs. 


Decrt'asi'. 


Jk-positiou  of  George  Foffel,  manaffinff  otcncr  since  1SS8. 
pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

at}/  and  Countif  of  San  Frannxco,  ss: 

tlcoijue  Fogcl,  lijiviiiji;'  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  1  sini  52 
years  of  a};«'.  I  reside  in  San  Francisco.  My  occuiKi- 
tion  is  that  of  a  nierc-liant.  I  have  been  interested  in 
sealin}?  scliooners  for  four  years,  ]»rior  to  1892.  I  sent 
out  tlie  C.  11.  White  and  Kate  Mannimj  to  the  Uering 
Sea  and  North  l*acifi<;.  We  equii>ped  our  vessels  with 
sliotgnn.s  and  riHes.  They  generally  left  here  in  March  and  hunted 
along  the  coast  to  the  pass»'s,  and  then  into  the  Bering  Sea  and  re- 
turned here  in  August  or  September.  The  seals  taken  by  them  were 
nearly  all  females,  as  the  bulls  are  scattered  about  and 
go  out  to  sea  a  great  distance,  and  it  does  not  pay  to 
go  after  them,  while  the  females  go  in  big  bands  and  do  not  travel  ott" 
shore  as  far  as  the  bulls.  We  always  sold  our  skins  in  San  Francisco. 
From  the  ammunition  we  furnished  them  I  learned  that  some  of  the 
Kxptits  K<t  a  .s.a  '"'"^ers  ou  au  average  used  from  two  to  three  roimds 
loi'^  or  ;t  n.iiiKis  c'.i  of  shot  to  a  scal,  while  others  used  from  fortv  to  fiftv 
shot ,  oiiurs,  40  to  50.  i.o,„„i_^_  jOroiu  thc  rcports  of  the  ofticers  to  me"l  learncJl 
that  the  seals  were  much  scarcer  in  1891  than  they 
were  in  188S,  when  I  ttrst  sent  them  out.  \  have  gone 
out  of  the  business  because  it  became  so  unprofitable  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  s«'als.  I  give  tlu^m  four  years  more,  and  if  they  kecj)  on 
hunting  them  as  they  do  now,  there  will  be  no  more  seals  left  worth 
going  after. 

A  few  years  ago  you  could  go  off  shore  abtmt  50  miles  from  San  Fran- 
cisco an<l  you  would  come  across  thousands  of  seals  leisurely  going 
north,  while  now  we  see  but  very  few.  I  fitted  out  the 
schooner  ('i/finef  in  1874,  whi<'li  was  one  of  the  first  scal- 
ers to  go  to  the  ]]ering  Sea,  and  we  had  no  trouble  in  getting  seals  at 
that  time,  for  they  were  very  plentiful  and  gentle,  and  wouhl  stand  x\\) 
afid  look  at  the  hunters  until  they  shot  them.  You  can  not  do  that 
now.  Seals  have  been  growing  very  scan-e  within  the  last  few  years, 
and  it  does  not  pay  to  fit  out  sealing  schooners.  I  attribute  the  decrease 
in  numbers  to  their  being  hunted  so  much.  In  1879, 1 
sent  a  vessel  toChillaway,  off  the  coast  of  Chile,  where 
there  were  thousamls  of  seals  in  those  waters.  This  last  season  the 
Hancock  returned  from  a  trip  there,  and  the  captain  informed  me  that 
there  were  no  seals  worth  mentioning.  They  W()uld 
have  been  gootl  rookeries  to-day  if  they  had  been  i)ro- 
tectcd  from  marauders.  The  South  Shetland  rookeries  were  in  the  same 
ctmdition  in  former  years,  while  to-day  you  could  not  get  a  thousand 
dollars  wtuth  of  seals  if  you  were  to  hunt  there  the  whole  season.  My 
experience  is  that  the  seal  herds  in  the  North  Pacific  and  Ilering  Sea 
have  been  greatly  depleted  within  the  last  few  years 
by  the  constant  jtursuit  and  killing  of  them  in  the  water 
by  hunters,  and  unh'ss  it  isstojjpecl  at  once  they  will  be 
exterminated.  The  increased  value  of  skins  in  the  last 
few  years  has  stimulated  inexperienc«'dnu'n  to  gointo 
the  business;  and  they  slaughter  eveiything  in  sight 
without  H'gard  to  sex.  (io.  FotiEL. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  9th  dayof  Ai)ril,  A.  1).  1892 
[l.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 
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Be  it  remombered  tliat  on  the  2(1  day  of  Mai(!li,  1S02,  at  my  ofti«'e, 
434  Califoriiiii  street,  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Fran<isco,  State  of 
California,  before  nie,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  publi«'  in  and  for  said 
city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  California,  didy  appointed 
and  commissioned  to  a(bninister  oaths,  etc.,  i)ersonalIy  api)eared  Luther 
T.  rranklin,  wiio,  beiny  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

J>epoiiitloti  of  Luther  T.  Franklin,  sealer. 

PELAfHC  SEALINtr. 

LurnEii  T.  Franklin,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 
The  Notauy: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  aj^'c,  residence,  and  oc<'upafion? — A.  My 
name  is  LutlierT.  Franklin;  aj;e,  35;  residence,  at  present,  Oakland; 
occupation,  seal-hunter. 

i).  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  Fnited  States? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  State  are  you  a  resident  of  ? — A.  State  of  California. 

Q.  Have  you  been  enjiaj^'cd  in  catchin}«'  seals  in  tiie  Pacific  and  fie- 
ri uft  Sea  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(},  For  how  lonj"-  a  tinu'  have  you  been  so  enjyafjed? — A.  Thre*'  sea- 
sons. 

i).  Do  you  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  wer«^  that  you      Kxpcritmc. 
have  taken  in  the  Pacific  and  IJerinjif  Sea? — A.  The 
majoiity  of  them  are  females.    Last  year  I  killed  72,  and  <Mit  of  the  72 
there  was  (uily  3  nujles. 

Q.  AVhat  percentas'c  of  the  skins  you  have  taken 
were  c«nvs? — A.  About  90  to  95  per  cent. 

Q.  What  i>ercentaj;«'  of  the  cows  you  have  taken 
were  with  puj)? — A.  All  that  are  killed  in  the  I'acific 
are  with  pup,  and  those  that  are  killed  in  the  Bering 
Sea  have  been  deliveied  of  pujts  on  the  ishnnls  and  aie  with  milk. 

(^.  When  does  sealing  corameiu'e  in  the  Pacific,  and  when  does  it 
eml? — A.  Sealing  c(Mnnu'nces  in  the  Paiiiftc  about  the  beginning  <»f 
Febnmry,  and  emls  about  the  1st  of  May. 

Q.  Wiien  does  sealing  c<mimence  in  the  Bering  Sea,  and  what  date 
does  itentl? — A.  Sealing  ccuunu'iu'cs  in  the  Bering  Sea  about  the  1st  of 
May,  and  ends  about  the  last  of  September. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  seals  are  taken,  compared  to  tlM>se  you  de- 
stroy in  doing  so?  How  many  do  you  get  of  those  you  shoot? — A.  That 
depends  upon  the  hunter.  The  general  average  is  about  .jr,  ,„  4,,  ,„.r  .out 
35  to  40  are  taken  out  of  100  that  are  killed.  tiik.ii..ttii...s.kiii.«i. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  faetthat  when  you  first  stfir ted  in  the  liusiness  and  was 
inexperienced  in  hunting,  that  you,  like  all  other  beginners,  <lestroyed 
a  much  larger  proportion  than  you  now  do? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  ujostly  asleeijonthe  water,  or  awake  ? — 
A.  Mostly  asleep. 

Q.  Do  you  shoot  at  them  while  breeching? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  water? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  is  it  possible  for  them  to  be  born      ,,,.,„  ,j,,  ,,^,1, 
in  the  water? — A.  No,  sir;  it  is  not  i)ossible.  |M.s«ii"K 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  place  where  seals  land,  out-      ,„„.  „,.   .,  ,„..„ 
Side  of  the  seal  islands? — A.  I  do  not;  except  m  the  fall,  islands  in  Uie  fail. 
they  laud  ou  the  Aleutian  Islands. 
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Q.  Has  there  been  any  <le<*i('ase  in  tlitMinantity  of  seals  as  comparort 
„  to  previous  years ? — A.  I  have  not  been  on  tlie  islands 

in  the  hist  few  years,  but  I  sliouhl  imagine  there  has 
been  a  fj^reat  decrease. 

Q.  To  what  do  yon  attribute  the  decrease? — A.  To  tlie  number  of 

vessels  that  are   up  there  enijajyed   in   killinfj  seals, 

'"'"""■  ni'iU'ly  all  of  which  are  females.     Last  year  thvve  were 

72  vessels  fittX'd  out  from  Victoria  alone,  to  say  nothin}>'of  vessels  that 

are  fitted  out  at  other  other  places. 

P^^j  ^^^  ^^  Q.  Do  the  pups  i)erish  Avith  the  cows  that  yon  kill? — 

pups.  ^^  Naturally  they  must. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinicui  if  sealiny  continues  unrestricted  that  tliey  will 
soon  be  ext«'ruiinate<n — A.  Certainly  they  will. 

Q,  III  your  opinion,  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  jirotect  tlie  cows  in 
the  Hering  kSea  to  prevent  the  herd  from  beiiip' exterminated? — A.  Cer- 
tainly. 

Q.  For  what  months  in  the  year  is  it  ne<'essarv  to 
giirv.  protect  the  cows  in  the  IJerinji  Sea? — A.  rroin  tin*  hrst 

of  May  to  the  last  of  .iVufjust. 
Q.  Do  you  ji»'herally  shoot  seals  with  a  ritle  era  shotgun? — A.  Most 
all  hunters  use  MhotjAuns,  but  I  use  a  ritie  with  .38-.4(>  caliber. 

Q.  .Iud{«ing  bV  the  direction  that  seals  were  travelinj;'  in  the  spriii«i' 
of  tin'  year,  during'  your  experience,  where  do  you  suppose  was  tlieir 
<lestiiiatioii  ? — A.  The  seal  islands  and  the  l>«>ring  Sea. 

Q.  In  your  exjierience,  while  you  were  huntinj;'  seals,  nearly  all  the 
s<'als  that  you  killed  were  cows  and  nearly  all  had  pups? — A.  Nearly 
all  the  cows  that  were  killed  in  the  Pacific  were  with  pup,  and  c<nise- 
(H'.ently  the  pups  were  all  killed.  As  1  said  before,  out  of  72  seals  that 
1  killed,  there  were  only  3  males. 

L.  T.  Franklin. 
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State  of  Caltfoi?  via. 

City  and  Ckmnty  o/  Son  Francisco,  ss: 

I,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  public  iu  and  for  sai<l  city  and  (ioiinty 
of  San   Francisco,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witness  in  the  foregoing 
deiK>sition  named  was  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whoh 
truth,  and  nothing  but  tlie  truth.    That  said  deposition  was  re<luced  ' . 
writing,  and  when  completed  was  carefully  read  over  to  said  Avitness 
ami  by  him  subscribed  in  my  presence. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed 
my  seal  of  office  this  2d  day  of  March,  1892. 

[L.  S.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Vuhlic. 


Dcj)o.sition  of  William  FrazeVy  dealer  (hoat-puller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

William  Frazer,  having  heeii  duly  sworn,  dejioses  and  says:  I  am 

22  years  of  age.    I  reside  iu  San  Francisco.     My  occu- 

Kxpeiiemo.  patioii  IS  that  of  a  laborer.    1  have  made  three  trials  t(» 

the  Iforth  Tacitic  aud  Bering  Sea  within  the  last  six 
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('.  <l.  White. 
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yoars.  "Sly  first  trip  was  on  tlie  Charles  Wilson,  of 
wliicli  ('apt.  liolK'rt  Turner  was  master,  and  the  next 
was  in  tlie  VamUrbUi,  and  tbe  last  was  in  tlie  (\  ii.  White. 
We  sailed  from  San  Franciseo  on  these  trij)s.  I  left 
hen'  on  tlie  Charles  Wilson  in  the  early  part  of  Mar«'li, 
and  we  i'ollowed  up  the  coast,  <'at«'hin};  a  few  seals  on 
our  way,  we  w«'re  workinj>  our  way  rijiht  up  north.  We  did  not  hunt 
in  tiie  IJeriii};- Sea  that  year,  but  hunted  in  the  North  I'aclHc,  catch- 
in}'- some  3(K»  seals.  I  was  a  boat  puller.  The  hunters  used  rifles  and 
shotguns.     They  }i(>t  about  out'  out  of  every  six  they  .    . 

shot  at  or  killed,  and  sometimes  they  {jot  none.    The     "  "'"" '^ 
s-reater  majority  of  them  were  females.     T  e<»nld  not  tell      ,.       ..  . 

,      ,,  1  1  J  1  1  •!      -i  •      ii  Miwl  111  tln)S<' taken 

whether  a  seal  was  a  nude  or  iemale  wiine  it  was  in  tlie  f.in;.ii.s  in  |mi|>  .u- 
water  unless  it  was  an  old  bull.  Mostly  all  the  females  """*'"!-'• 
killed  has  unborn  pups  or  were  cows  yiviii};  milk.  We  did  not  kill 
any  on  the  islands.  We  never  went  in  close  enou^iii.  We  killed 
females  j;iviiij''  milk  more  than  100  miles  from  the  seal  islands.  Most 
all  the  seals  sunk  or  dove  out  of  sight  when  killed  oi-  wonndt'd  and  a 
great  many  of  them  we  <'ould  not  g«'t. 

The  next  v<'ssel  I  went  on  was  the  Vatulerbilt.     We  did  not  ent«'r  the 
JW'ring  Sea  (»ii  that  trip  either.      We  got  about  .'?.■)(>  seals,  most  all  fe- 
iiiales.     She  was  wrecked   ami  we  came  down  on  the 
Pora,  belonging  to  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
The  next  trip  was  on   the  C.  (1.  White.     That  trip  we      Mcstiv  i.mai.s. 
eiitt'red  the  IJering  Sea  on  the  Russian  side,  and  hunted      ,.  ,,■  „•/„,,, 
all  the  coast  (»f  Jajian  to  the  liering  Sea.     I  do  not 
know  if  we  were  on  the  American  side  or  lutt.     We  got  about  (»()()  seals 
on  that  trij).     They  were  nearly  all  females.     1  noticed  wlu'ii  we  skinned 


Viinilfihill  wriikftl. 
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them  thattlH'y  were  females  in  milk,  as  the  milk  would 
run  from  their  bn'asts  on  to  the  decks.  We  got  back 
here  in  September,  ami  lauded  our  skins  here.  There 
were  not  as  many  seals  last  year  as  there  were  the  tirst  years  I  went. 

WlLLIAai  Frazkr. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5tli  day  of  Ai>ril,  A.D.,  1S!>1. 


[L.S.J 


Clemknt  Uennk  r 

Notary  I'tihlie. 


Deposition  of  Edirard  W.  Finiel-e,  sealer. 


f 
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PELAGIC!  SEA  LINO. 


Be  it  retnembered,  that  on  the  2<>th  day  <)f  February,  ISOU,  at  my 
office,  4.'{4  California  street,  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco, 
State  of  California,  before  me,  Clement  I>eiinett,  a  notary  public  in  and 
for  said  city  and  i'ouiity  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  Califoinia,  duly  ap 
pointed  and  commissioned  to  administer  outiis,  etc.,  personally  app«'arcd 
Edward  W.  Funcke,  who  being  tirst  duly  sworn,  testified  a«  follows: 

Edward  W.  Ftncke,  having  been  duly  sworu,  testified  as  IbUows: 

The  Notary: 
Q.  What  is  you  name, age, resi«lence,  and  occupation? — A.  ]Nry  name 
is  Edward  W  Funcke;  age,  L*7;  re8idence,at  San  Francisco;  occupation, 
seal  huuter. 
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Experience. 


Q.  Are  yon  a  citizen  of  the  United  States? — A.  Xo,  T  am  not. 
Q.  What  State  are  you  a  resident  of? — A.  Californiii. 

Q.  Have  y(m  been  engayetl  in  eatcliinj;'  seals  in  the 
Pacific  and  Bering  Sea,  antl  for  how  h)ng? — A.  For 
tlie  last  five  years;  yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  were  that  von 
uki.n'm.&i.^H?"*  l's«ve  taken  in  the  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea?— A.  About 
90  per  cent  of  them  were  females. 
Q.  What  percentage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  cows? — A. 
About  1)0  per  cent. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  cows  you  have  taken 
were  with  pup  ? — A.  Abcmt  GO  i»er  cent  were  with 
pup. 

Q.  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  Pacific,  and 
when  does  it  end? — A.  Sealing  comnu'nces  about  the 
1st  of  January  and  ends  ab(mt  the  middle  of  July  in 


Abdiit  60   JHT  cent 
]ii'<'<^nant. 


Ki'tfinnhi);  and  end 
ol'si'Hiiii};  Hcaiton. 


the  Pacific. 


A\'aHle  of  lite. 


Q.  What  percentage  of  seals  are  taken  comi)ared  to 
those  you  destroy  in  doing  so?  In  other  woids,  how 
nmny  <lo  you  actually  get  of  those  you  shoot? — A.  About  .'{()  per  cent. 
Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  first  started  in  the  business  an<l 
was  inexi>erienced  in  hunting  that  you,  like  all  ()ther  beginners,  de- 
stroyed a  nuich  larger  proportion  than  ycm  now  do? — A.  Yes,  a  little 
moie  in  proportion. 

i).  Are  tlie  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleej)  on  the  water  or  awake, 

and  if  awake,  do  you  shoot  at  them  while  breeching? — A.  Yes;  we 

shoot  at  them  while  they  are  breeching,  out  if  we  get  a  shot  while  they 

are  asleep  we  shoot  then. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  water,  and  is  it  your 

opiniim  that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  born  in  tlie 

water? — A.  1  do  not  think  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be 


'Sot  born  in  watei 


born  in  water; 


no,  sir. 
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Decrease. 


Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  ])lace  where  seals  land  out- 
side of  the  seal  islands? — A.  Xo,  sir;  1  do  not. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  decrease  in  the  (piantity  of 
seals  as  comparedto  previous  years? — A.  There  is  a 
decrease  of  about  20  to  30  per  cent  less. 
Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  decrease  ? — A.  I  attribute  it  to 
them  being  overhunted. 

Q.  Do  the  pups  perish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill? — A.  Invariably 
they  do;  yes,  sir. 

i).  Is  it  your  opinion,  if  sealing  continues  unrestricted,  that  they 
will  soon  be  exterminated? — A.  Yes;  I  think  tiiey  will. 
Q.  In  ycmr  opinitm  is  it  absolutt'ly  necessar/  to  protect  the  cows  in 
the  Bering  Sea  to  prevent  tlie  herd  fi'om  being  exter- 
minated?    If  so,  for  what  months  in  the  year? — A.  Yes, 
('ioms..ason.  •'^•i')  I  think  it  necessary  from  the  Ist  of  July  until  the 

middle  of  September. 

Q.  Do  y<ui  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  rifle  or  a  shotgun;  aiul  if  the 

latter,  with  buckshot  or  fine  shot? — A.  We  shoot  nearly 

all  of  them  with  a  shotgun,  using  bu('ksh()t. 

by  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  during  your 

ex])erience,  where  do  y<m  sui»i)ose  was  their  <lestina- 

tion? — A.  Well,  they  were  bound  toward  the  Bering 

Sea,  1  should  judge. 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  is  of  vabie  in  regard  to  this 
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seal  question  that  I  have  not  asked  yon;  anythinj;  yon  wonlil  like  to 
say,  yon  <'aii  }>ive  yonr  opinion  abont?— A.  Well,  in  ii'iy  opinion  I  think 
that  Ainerieaii  vessels  shonld  be  aUowed  the  same  iMivile;;e  as  other 
natiotus  in  the  nnttter  of  hnntiii};-  in  the  Beiiny  Sea. 

E.  W.  Funckj:. 

Statk  of  Califoknta, 

(■ity  ami  Comtty  <>f  ti»n  Frar.cisco,  sa  : 

I,  Clement  Uennett,  a  notary  pnblii!  in  and  for  said  eitv  and  eoniitv 
of  San  Franeiseo,  do  hereby  eertify  that  the  witness  in  tlie  foii'^ioin}-- 
deposithin  named  was  by  me  dnly  sworn  to  testify  the  trntii,  the  wli«»le 
trntli,  and  nothing-  bnt  the  truth;  that  said  deposition  was  rednced  t(» 
writing,  and  when  eomi)leted  was  carefully  read  over  to  said  witness 
and  by  him  snbserilted  in  my  presence. 

In  witness  whereof,  1  have  hereunto  subscribed  my  name  and  attixed 
my  seal  of  oHiee  this  I'Gth  day  of  February,  isyi'. 

[SEAL.J 

Ckemknt  Uhnnett, 

y<jt<iry  Public. 


m 
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Depoaltion  of  John  Fy/v,  scolvr  {himt-jjuller). 


pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  Sun  FruiiciNco,  ss  : 

John  Fyfe,  having  been  dnly  sworn,  dei>oses  ami  says:  I  reside  in 
San  Francisco.  My  oeenpation  is  that  of  a  sealer.  I 
inade  a  sealing  voyage  to  the  North  Pacific  and  Ber- 
ing Sea  on  the  schooner  Alexander,  of  which  J)avid 
McLean  was  master.  I  was  a  boat  puller.  We  sailed 
from  Victoria  about  the  latter  jiart  of  J annary,  ISSf). 
and  sealed  between  Cape  Blanco  and  the  ( 'olumbia  Ui  ver  for  two  months 
wiien  we  went  north  and  sealed  all  the  way  n\)  to  the  Bering  Sea.  We 
caught  abont  100  seals  before  entering  the  sea.  Over 
100  of  them  were  cows.  We  entered  the  Bering  Sea 
abont  April  and  we  got  795  in  there,  the  largest  part  of 
which  were  mother  seals  in  milk.  When  we  were  skin- 
ning them  the  milk  wonld  rnn  on  the  deck.  We  had 
six  boats  on  board,  each  boat  having  a  inmter,  two  boat  pullers,  and  a 
steerer,  four  men  to  a  boat.  We  used  rifles.  We  iiad 
experienced  hunters  <m  board  and  we  got  one  out  of 
every  three  killed  or  wonnde«l.  We  killed  some  of  them 
from  50  to  100  miles  off  the  seal  islands,  and  were  very 
tame.  When  we  shot  the  seals  dead  they  would  sink 
and  we  would  not  get  them. 

John  Fvfe. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.'Jth  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1892. 

[L.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  I'uhlic. 
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DejiOKltion  of  Frank  ^f.  (iaffnqi^  neuler  [manter). 
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PELA(iI("   SEALIN(r. 

State  of  Califokma, 

Citi/  tiHtl  ('(Hiiiti/  of  *Stni  FnnH'iHco,  ss.: 

Frank  M.  (laft'iicy,  liaviny  Ik'cii  duly  sworn,  (N'poaes  and  says:  1  am 
."Jl  yj-ars  old,  an  AnKMicaii  <*iti/en  and  master  of  tlic! 
s<!lioon«'r  lloiirork,  owned  by  livnde  iS:  llon^li,  of  San 
Franeiseo.     I   am  now,  and  hfive  been  sinee  l.S7".>,  eii- 
yaji'ed  in  (isldiif^and  seal  hunting,    hi  IS-S;")!  made  a  voy- 
age to  tlie  (lalapagos  Island  as  master  of  the  sehoom  r 
IhtshitHj  MV/rf'.arrivin}ither«M>n  the.'iOth  day  of  August, 
and  remaining  until  the  Sth  day  of  December  of  the  same  yeai'.     I 
obtained  at  this  time  on  those  islands  about  1,0<K>  fur-seal  skins  which 
were  sold  in  London  at  an  aveiave  price  of  about  7  shil- 
(iaiaj,|,^..s  s,.«i«  do  jj„„.^  ^,,jj.,,      r,,,|^.  ^^.j,^  jjj^^ii  ^,|jj^'  ^rioiip  do  iiot  migrate. 

I  observed  the  birth  of  pups  <luring  frecjuent  int«'rvals 
during  all  the  tinu^i  I  was  there,  and  fi-om  tlie  size  of  those  a  little  older 
it  was  apparent  that  they  are  born  at  all  seascms  of  the  year.  They 
live  in  deep  (raves  under  the  «'litfs,  seldom  g<»ing  into  the  sun.  Many  of 
those  obtained  by  nu*  were  pulled  out  of  tlu\>>e  |>laces  with  huig  galls 
and  killed.     We  slaughten'«l  old  an<l  young  of  both 

wiai'iBii'trr.' '' '"'    *<t'X«'^-     Tlicsc  scals  urc  browuer  and  in  other  resjM'cts 

(juite  diflereiit  from  those  obtained  in  Alaska,  yet  they 
are  the  true  fur-seal. 
During  the  past  winter  I  have  made  a  second  voyage  as  nuister  of  the 
schooner  Hancock  Ut  the  southern  waters,  iu  search  of 
//aSiiViHiM."''  '"   t^eiil^.     1  arrived  at  Kees  Islet,  ott"  the  coast  of  Soutlu-iii 
Chile  (latitude  WP-i'i'  south,  longitude  7'P  4.V  wt  .t)  aid 
remained  then^from  December  1st  to  JJecember  ITtli,  ISIH,  but  obtained 
«uily  oiu'.  seal.    I  learned  that  seal  still  breed  there  in  ccuisiderable 
numbers,  but  the  Chileans  are  accustomed  to  visit  this  islet  at  an  earlier 
time  than  the  date  of  my  visit  while  the  pujis  are  young,  and  to  kill  all 
they  can  obtain.    In  18S0  Captain  ]MiIls,of  the  schooner 
/y«  Xinfa,  visited  this  islet  and  obtained  a  small  cat<*li, 
ami  I  am  credibly  infoiined  and  believe  that  more  than  12,000  seals 
have  since  been  obtained  there. 
On  my  return  voyage  1  touched  at  Juan  Fernandez  (latitude  24'^  21' 
south;  longitude  70°  10'  west),  but  got  no  seals  though 
iiantLz  there  were  a  few  seen  about  there  in  the  water.    On 
Decendier  2."»,  ISOl.  I  landed  at   Massafueros  Island 
Mu8«afiieros  Island,  (latitude  34°  11'  soutli ;  loiigitudc  80° 50'  west)  and  got  10 
fur  seal  skins.    There  were,  I  should  think,  ab(mt  200 
or  .'500  st'als  on  the'  island  when  I  arrived  there,  but  as  they  went  into 
the  water  and  did  not  come  on  shore  again  during  my  stay,  1  could  not 
secure  tiiem.     The  pups  at  .Massafueros  are  born  in  October,  1  think. 
They  were  old  emuigii  to  swim  when  I  was  there. 
A  few  days  later  I  touched  at  St.  Felix  and  St.  Ambrose  Islands  (lati- 
tude 2(»°  10'  south;  longitude  80°  west)  and  saw  two  fur 
seals.     Findlay's  S<mth  I'acific  Directory  s'.ates  t!  .at 
tlu're  were  formerly  large  herds  of  fur-seals  on  these 
islands. 
1  touched  also  at  Guadalupe  Islan<ls,  but  found  nothing.    The  Ihter- 
,,    ,  ,      - ,    ,     national  Company  have  had  the  lease  of  these  islands 

Guudiiluuu  IiilaudM.     ,.  i^i  r  •    ,•  -iii 

lor  several  years  past,  and,  as  I  am  intormed  and  be- 
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licve,  obtaiiHul  soino  skins  tliW' as  lat«'  as  lust  yciir,  hut  uimui  tlic  occa- 
sion of  my  recent  visit,  tlie  island  was  desert e(l  hy  botli  seals  and  men; 
only  a  few  jjoats  remain»'(l.  I  liave  been  sailin^j;  to  the  Alaska  coast, 
cliietly  to  the  iSlmma}>'im  Banks,  in  the  codhsli  trade  since  IS7i>,  and  as 
master  of  a  vessel  since  LS.S.J.  I  have  made  in  all  some  twenty-Jive  or 
thirty  voya;;es  usually  between  April  and  October.  I  have  found  fur- 
seals  alwavs  identiful  in  the  water,  in  the  sprin«  and 

1  11'  ii         til  I.-  1  lii  Mils  MOon  pli'iilv  lit 

eaily  summer,  on  tin*  Alaskan  IN-ninsular,  auaifjc  the  H.iii.H  winiin  unmiiis 
tishing  banks,  from  20  to  .{(Mniles  <listant  from  land.  "' Ai..HkaiiC.ni.,s..ia. 
but  have  seldom  seen  them  at  nnudi  jureater  distance  than  ."JO  miles. 

F.  M.  (Jafkney. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  methis.'MKh  day  <)f  April,  A.  I).  ISDL'. 
|l.  s.|  Clk.mknt  I!i;n.m-:tt, 

^ioinry  Public. 
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Deposition  of  Thounts  (lihxoii,  staler. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Califohma, 

at}/  ami  Cointtif  of  Suit  Franeiseo,  ss: 

Thomas  (libson,  havin;"'  been  didy  swtuii,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  a 
sailor  and  seal  hunter  by  occupation.     1   reside  in  San    ,. 

■  r     1  1  I    •  1-  1-  i.  l'.x|>iriiiiic. 

I'raiicisco.     1    liave  been  cnjiajicd  in   sealinin'  lor  ti'U 

seasons.     My  first  voyaj-'c  was  about  ISSl,  when  I  went    ^,^,^^  /,;^,,,,,  ,gg, 

out  in  th(^  San  IHeiin,  of  which  Cap*^-   l>iiynard  was 

master.     We  sailed  from  this  |>ort;  I  shijtped  as  a   hunter;  w«'  started 

in  to  seal  ott'  the  coast  of  California  and  worked   our  way   up  to  the 

Jierinji' Sea.     We  jfot  that  year  1,L»0(),  of  which  I  yot  4(KK     We  had 

five  hunters  that  trip.    The^iext  trip  1  made  was  in  ISS'J,  when  I  went 

out  in  the  Auu'ricaii  schooner  LoohoKt,  of  which  ('apt.    ,    ,    ,  ,,„. 

Kelly  was  '.naster,  leaviufj  hereabout  tln'  latter  i>artoi 

March,  an<l  we  sealed  all  the  way  up  to  the  llcrinj,'  Sea.     \Ve;'()t  about 

oOO  before  Me  entere<l  the  I'x'rinj;  Sea,  anci  ••ot  about  (»()()  in  the  Beriii}; 

Sea.     In   18<S.'{  1   went  out   in   the  American  schooner 

■ir  1        »  i-        1   •    1      /I        J.     \\T  ii  i  Mnrii  tie  hen,  1H8.I. 

Jfai'if  (le   Leo,  ot  which  (ai)t.  Wen  worth  was  mastei-. 

We  left  here  in  the  latter  part  of  March  and  worked  our  way  ncuth  lo 

the  Heriu}»-  Sea,  sealiufj  on  our  way,  ji-ettiu<>   .~>00  seals  before  enteriuj;- 

the  Herinj;  Sea.     We  got  200  more  in  the  Uerinji  S«'a,  when  I   «<»t  lost 

while  huntiu}*'  in  a  small  b«>at,  and  was  jiicked  up  by 

the   Mollie  Adams,  and  she  brou;>ht  nu'  back  to  Port 

Townsend.    The  Marif  tie  Leo  leturned  here  later,  ami  1  never  learned 

how  many  seals  she  got  altogether. 

In  18S4  I  went  (uit  in  the  American  scho<mer  vW//f'/-,  leaving  Port 
Townsend  about  the  latter  i>art  of  March.    Capt    llay- 
mond  was  masterof  her.     VVe  sealed  on  the  coast,  work- 
ing (Mir  way  to  the  liering  Sea,  up  to  which  time  w»'  got  about  .'{00  seals 
and  we  got  abcmt  250  seals  in  the  liering  Sea.     1S8,")  1 
went  in  the  English  schooner  (iraee,  I  do  not  renu'ndter 
the  captain's  name.     We  left  Victoria  about  the  lattei-  part  of  Mandi, 
taking  the  same  route  we  caught  about  -tou  in  the  North  Pa(?iHc  and  about 
200  in  the  Bering  Sea,  and  then  returned  to  Victoria,   ^ij,^,.  seized  isse 
In  1880 1  went  in  the  American  schooner  Alyer,  leaving  '  '''"  *^"* 
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SeiiwanI,  IKH7. 


Scuttle  iiltout  tli<'  liittiT  pint  of  Miinli,  aiul  went  north  ratcliiiifj  in  tlie 
Nortli  riicitic  iilioiit  SdO  .scjiIh,  and  tlien  we  entci-ed  tli(>  Heiin^'  Sea  and 
canyht  about  1,(MK>  more,  wlieii  we  were  seized  and  sent  to  Sitka.  I  stayed 
in  Sitka  alewda.vs,  wIm'Ii  1  worked  my  way  toSeattle,  arriviii};  thereabout 
l)e»'embei'.  Tiien,iii  1HS7,1  wentin  the  Knu'lisli  sehooner 
Actiir,  of  whii'h  Captain  Johns<m  was  master.  We  h'ft 
Vietoria  about  the  michlie  of  March  and  went  as  far  as  Cape  Cook,  and 
caujiiit  about  2W  seals,  when  she  was  h)st  and  I  was  hinded  on  Ca|»o 
Cook,  and  eann^  ri;>'ht  down  ah>n^  the  coast  to  Clockouc  Sound,  and 
from  tiiere  went  d(>wn  to  IJartlett  Souiul  and  Joined  the  Knfj;lish 
schooner  Snarard  about  a  nuuith  or  two  after  sailinpt 
frouj  Vict<uia.  Cai>tain  Lynmn  was  master.  He  liad 
4(M>  seals  before  1  joined  hci-.  We  went  along  the  coast,  <'atchinjr  25t> 
seals,  and  cntercil  the  Ilcring  Sea,  getting  about  ^{00  more,  and  came 
h(>mc  about  the  1st  of  September. 

In  1«SSS  1  went  out  in  the  Knglish  schoiuier />'o«fl  //(r,  leaving  Victoria 

about  the  latter  part  of  March,  going  along  the  coast 

''■'""'  '"'•  '*'"''         and  catching  about  L*(K>  seals  in  the  North  Pacific;  then 

we  entered  the  Uering  Sea  and  got  4(K)  more.     I  did  not  go  out  the  next 

season,  which  would  be  18S9.    In  ISJX)  I  went  out  in 

c.  a.  whitv,  1800.      ^,1^.  ^,  ^;  ^'iiiff.^  of  which  Captain  flagman  was  master. 

We  left  San  Fraiu'isco  about  the  latter  part  of  March  and  went  to  the 
c«»ast  of  .lapan,  having  caught  ."»(►  seals.  Then  we  went  into  the  Ber- 
ing Sea  and  caught  2't  seals,  when  our  hunting  boat  was  blown  ashore 
on  the  Russian  Islands.  The  Russian  authorities  gave  us  a  house  to 
live  in  and  some  clothes,  and  later  on  they  sent  us  h(uue.  J  did  not 
know  what  had  become  of  the  schooner  C  G.  M'^hite  until  I  returned 
here.  The  vessels  th-xt  I  went  out  in  had  from  three  to  six  boats,  an<l 
.{  men  to  the  boat — I  hunter  and  2  boat-pullers.  1  did  not  i)ay  much 
attention  to  the  sex  of  seals  Ave  kille«l  in  the  North  Pacific,  but  know 
that  a  great  many  of  them  were  cows  that  had  pups  in  them,  and  we 
killed  most  of  them  while  they  were  asleep  on  the  water. 
<(nt  »l"Vh(wt*'<aii>5ht  1  kuow  that  fully  7.")  per  cent  of  those  we  caught  in  tlu^ 
f.'iimi.m  in  milk.  lieriug  Sca  werc  cows  in  milk.    We  used  ritles  and 

shot'^uns,  and  shot  them  when  feeding  or  asleep  on  the  water. 

An  exi)erieuccd  huntoi'  like  myself  will  get  two  out  of  three  that  1m^ 
kills,  but  an  ordinary  hunter  would  not  get  more  than 
jjot^Vout'of ';!  kiCi:  one  out  (jf  every  threi^  or  four  that  he  kills.  1  have  never 
an  inexiMiieiufii,  1  heard  of  uor  know  of  seals  being  Ixu-n  in  the  water, 
..111  oi  ti.i  4.  ^^^^^^  J  j^.^^,^  never  known  of  any  place  where  they  haul 

up  on  land  except  the  seal  islands.  1  have  killed 
njother  seals  in  milk  from  40  to  100  miles  off  the 
seal  islands.  There  has  been  a  great  decrease  in  the 
number  of  seals  to  be  seen  in  the  North  Pacific  and 
Uering  Sea  since  1  first  went  out  to  hunt  them,  and  if 
the  large  fleet  of  vessels  going  to  these  waters  annu- 
ally continues  to  hunt  in  the  future  as  in  the  past  few 
years  it  is  bound  to  exterminate  the  seal. 

Thomas  G  ikson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  0th  day  of  April,  A.  1).  1802. 
[L.  S.J  ClejVLENT  Bknnktt, 

Notary  ruhlic. 


Not  born  in  water. 

Hani  lip  only  on  is- 
lanilH. 


Killed  milking  fo- 
malos  t'i'oiii  40  to  100 
niile.s  t'roiu  i.>«laiitl!<. 

Docroa.se. 
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IhltDsilinii  i)f  (horiiv  (hnitji,  took  ini  sroliin/  rcsHi'l. 

PELAUU;  .SEALING. 

STATK   of  CAI,I1"0I{MA, 

('//,(/  mill  Cniiiitif  of  Sini  FriiiiriHco,  ss : 

(Icor^o  (iiiidy.  liaviiij;  Itccii  iliily  swuni,  (IcpoHcs  ami  says:  I  uiii  -8 
ycius  (>r  jij(<'.     I  n'si(U>,  ill  Sun  I'^iiiirisco.     .My  ofi-iipa- 
tiiiii  is  (liat  nf  cook  on  hoard  of  vessels.     I  went  to  Hu^      iximii.  n.r. 

IJcrini'' Sea  in  1S,S!>  iipoii  the   Lmirii,  (Voin  \ictoria,  as      , ,„.,, 

a  cook.     VV'c  liad  tlirci'  small  boats  and  <'aimld  l,l()(> 

seals  on  tliat    voyafi'c.     We  candid  some  a   little  ways  IVom   Victoria, 

ami  on  tlie  way   up  to  tlie   Iteiiii^   Sea.  lint  the  most  of  tliein,  about 

1,200,  we  ean;;lit   in   the   lieiinj;'  Sea.     I   was  told   by 

the    men    that    they   were    nearly   all    females,  and   "l    „„VsIi;'Vnnairs""'^''' 

tlion<;'lit  so  too,  t'roiii  the  milk  tliatl  saw  in  theii' breasts 

when  tiiey  were  on  the  deck.     I   saw  over  a   hnmlred  little  pup   seals 

taken  out  <d"  tlu'  seals,  which   thev  threw  ov<'rboai'd. 

*  I    II  IIS 

Our  hunters  used  litles  and  shot^^uiis.     1  have  heard 

the  liunteis  sav  that  thev   h»st   more  seals  then   thev  ,..,.. 

jfot.     1  also  heard  tln'iii  say,  d  they  ^ot   all   the  si'als 

they  shot  at,  they  would  have  been  lioim^  three  months  aiu*ad  of  time, 

witli  ii  yreat  deal  lai-yer  calcli. 

Iiis 
(JhoWUK   X   (iUADY. 

iiiiirk. 

Subscribed  and  swoin  to  before  me  this  I.Sth  day  of  April,  A.  1).  ISDli. 

[L.S.J  CLKMKNT    r.KxNNlVrT, 

Aotidi/  I'uhliv. 
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Kxi>iTicii((i. 

La  \ymitlia,  18U1. 

Mignitioii. 

Have  nev<'r 


Deposition  of  Jiimis  (irilfiii,  siidcr  {hoiit-piillir). 
PELAGIC!   SEALING. 

James  (Iriflin,  beiny  duly  sworn.  dei>oses  and  says:  F  am  22  years 
old,  and  live  in  San  Francisco.     1  hunted  seal  last  year 
in  the  schooner  Ln  y'ljniplui  as  boat  puller.     Fiist  seal 
seen  an<l  taken  were  off  Cape  Flattery,  about  April  1.'), 
and    followed   the   seal  into    Uerinj;'   Sea,    where   we 
arrived  about  July.     The  shotyun  and  ritle  were  both 
used.    About  7."»  per  cent  aie  lost  when  shotjiun  is  used 
seen  but  tlir<'e  seal  killed  by  rille  secured.     If  you  siioot  a  seal  in  the 
throat  it  is  hard  to  se;*ur(^  him  although  each   boat  carries  a  lony  piff 
to  hook  them  out  of  the  water.     About  nine  out  of  ten 
seal  killed  in  a  season  are  femah'S  with  pup.     IJut  a   .  .j!;'""'  .'""  "'    V" 
very  few  males  were  taken,  their  ayes  raufiinf;-  from  1    ,,,'ip.''    ''^'""''■•''  "'"' 
to  4  years.     IJut  one  old  bull  was  taken  in  the  sea- 
son.    Every  seal  is  shot  that  comes  near  the  boat,  regardless  of  sex; 
hunters  use  no  discrimination.     Have  never  heard  of 
pui>s  beiu"' born  in  the  water  or  anywhere  else  on  the      '!"'"*  ""''>"";  '" 
coast outsKle  ot  the rruidot  Islands.    Ilavenever  known  but  on    i-iibiii.t  is. 
seal  t()  haul  u])  on  the  land  alonji'  the  coast,  except  on  ''""'"• 
tlu^  Pribih)f  Islands.     Have  killed  female  seal  90  miles      no  not  imni  ii(i  cx- 
froni  the  seal  islands  that  were  full  of  milk.    I  think  Hil""  '''""'"*  '* 
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tliiit  prliiyir  st'iiliii^'  slioiiM  !»('  stcppi'il.     I''i;;lit  mniillm 
in  a  ,v(>iii-  is  too  nnicli  to  limit   any  iiiiiiiiiil.  aii<l  llic 
Heal  will  soon  Im'coiiu'  cxti'i'iiiiiiatcMl  if  tlii.s  {M>lii;;ic  seal 
in;;  is  allowi'<|  tu  (;oiitiiHU>. 

.IAMKS   (ilMI'FIN. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  tu  bclbn'  nic  this  I  Itli  day  of  April,  lSi)2. 

A.  W.  li.\vi;M>i;i{, 
United  iStKlcs  Tnanttry  Ayeitt. 


JJi-jHtxition  of  thisvjtii  (iiifints,  saihr  {hoaf-jtnller.) 

rELAUIC   Si;ALIN(i. 

Statk  of  ('alifoknia, 

Citif  and  Countif  of  Stin   Frtnicisco,  ss. 

Joseph  Gryiiu'S,  haviny;  bccMi  duly  sworn,  dt'poses  jind  says:  I  ivsid*' 
in   Vii'torin.     My  oct^upatioii  is  that  of  a  s«'aiiiaii.     1 
made  SI  sealing  voya;;«MHi  the  scIiooiht  Tr'niinph  in  1S1K>, 
as  a  Ixtat-pullef.     Wo  sailed  about  January,  from  Vic- 
toria,   liritish   Colunibia,  and   sailed  alou^'  the  coast 
until  the  latter  part  of  June  sind  went  into  the  Hi'riiig  Sen, 
and  sealed  as  near  to  St.  (Jeor^e  Isliind  as  we  could, 
and  cauylit  about  .'{()(►  or  400  seals  in  the  sesi.     Our  in- 
tention was  to  make  a  raid,  but  wei'B  driven  awiiy  by  a  revenue  cutter. 
VVe  left  the  sea  about  the  latter  part  of  July.     \Ve  used  shotjiuns 
and  ritles,  usin^'  tlie  shotguns  inostlv.    The  catcli  was 
nin'riM^lts*'"''"*''''  mostly  feniiiles.     Those  we  «ot  in  tl-  North   Pacific 
.     "      ,.,  were  females  in  pui),  and  those  taken      the  jlerin^' Sea 

Wiistr  III  lllt^  .     .  •11  rill        1  J.  I   1  i. 

were  cows  Kivin^'  nnlk.    The  hunters     nuid  ;net  on  an 
average  one  out  of  every  four  they  killed. 

JosiiPir  Grymks. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  A.  J),  lSt)2. 
[L.  S.J  Clement  JiioNNETT, 

Notary  rublic. 


KxiH'rlcneo. 

J'riumph,  1890. 

HtTin;f  Sen  :  tiiiiti  of 
untci'iii;:  iiiiil  IniviiiK. 

C'lili'li  in  Mi'ii. 


Depositions  of  Charles  H.  Hayman  et  al.,  scalers. 
pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  as: 
Be  it  remembered,  that  pursuant  to  thci  recpiest  of  W.  IT.  Williams, 
esq..  United  States  Treasury  agent,  in  thectity  and  county  of  San  Frau- 
eisco.  State  of  Calitbrnia,  on  February  1,  18!>2,  befoie  nie,  Clement 
Uennett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, duly  appointed  and  commissioned  to  a<lniinister  oaths,  etc.,  per- 
sonally appeared  Charles  H.  llagman,  Alexander  McLean,  Custave 
Isaacson,  Frank  Johnson,  II.  Ilarmsen,  and  Daniel  McLean,  witnesses 
wln>  api>eared  then  and  there  to  dei»ose  and  testify  in  the  matter  of 
the  seal  lisheries,  who,  being  tirst  by  me  duly  sworn,  were  then  and 
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thoro  oxninitxMl  iiiul  int('n(»;>iito(l  by  W.  ll.Willimiis,  esq.,  mid  did  do- 
pose  iiiiil  testily  lis  follows,  to  wit: 

CiiAifLKS  (1.  IIacjman,  having  boeii  duly  sworn,  tostiflcd  as  follows: 
Mr.  Williams: 

i).  What  is  youi'  iiaiiic,  aye,  residence,  and  oeciii>ationf — A.  My 
name  is  Charles  (}.  IIaf;iiian;  ag(N  47;  residt'iiee,  San  Kraneisco;  oceu- 
patioii.  seaman. 

(}.  Aieyoii  an  AnKM'iean  eitizen? — A.  I  am. 

(}.  Have  you  ever  l>eeii  eiijiajjed  in  the  business  of  eiitching  s»'als  in 
the  I'aeilic  oi-  lierin;i  Sea? — A,   Yes,  sir. 

(.>.   I'm- how  loll"' a  in'iiod  ? — Si.  About  «'ii;ht  yeans. 

i).  Have  you  been  master  of  a  vt'ssel  thus  »'n;;aj''ed!l — 
A.   Yes,  sir. 

(}.  Have  you  any  experiencr  as  to  the  habits  of  tim  fur  sealst — A. 
Not  any  more  than  they  seemed  to  emif;iate  in  the  winter,  and  jn'o  north 
in  the  summer.  That  is  all  1  know  of  their  habits.  1  have  never  seen 
them  out  of  the  water. 

i).  What  time  of  tlie  year  do  you  generally  stai't  out  sealin;«'  in  tli<> 
I'acitie,  and  up  to  what  time  do  you  continue? — A.  Ki-om  the  1st  of 
I'Vbiiuiry,  as  a  jieneral  thing,  until  al»out  June,  on  the  coast.  Then  we 
\\fivt\  to  go  in  the  Ueriiig  Sea.  1  have  not  been  therefor  four  or  live 
years. 

(}.  What  time  of  the  year  are  the  seals  all  out  of  the  Pa<'itic,  having 
gone  to  tlu'  llering  Sea? — A.  They  generally  h'uve  in 
.June.     You  don't  see  but  very  fetv  al't«'r  .lune. 

ii,.  According  to  ycmr  expeiience,  what  percentag*' 
of  animals  that  are  shot  at  are  ictnally  taken  by  tlie 
boats? — A.  Most  all  of  them;  very  few  escape.  Maybe 
out  of  th(^  whole  year's  catch  of  ,i  couple  of  thousand 
a  dozen  may  sink.     It  is  a  r.Mc  occurrence  that  they  sink. 

Q.   Are  the  seals  shot  at  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake? — A.  Both. 

Q.  Do  you  ever  shoot  at  a  seal  when  awake  or  breeching? — A.  V^\s, 
8ir. 

i).  What  sex  are  the  seals  taken  by  you  or  usually  kill«Ml  by  hunting 
vessels  in  the  North  Pacific  m-  Bering  Sea? — A.  Mostly 
females.     The  biggest  percentage,  I  think,  are  females.   ,„^f:;.">'  »"■"«""■"  '"• 

(}.  What  i>er(!entage  of  them  are  cows? — A.  I  couldn't 
tell  ycm. 

ii.  Out  of  a  hundred  seals  that  you  W(udd  catch  ordinarily,  what 
l>ait  of  them  would  be  cows? — A.  I  am  umU'r  oath,  and  1  could  not 
tell  you  exa(ttly.     All  I  can  say  is,  tiie  greater  portion  of  them. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  cows  ar.'  taken  with  pup? — A.  All  the 
large  (Hies  have — all  the  grown  females  have.  Very  sehbua  you  find  a 
barren  one. 

i).  [ii  yfuir  opinion,  are  any  of  the  pups  born  in  the  water,  or  any- 


SpiiIh  nut  of  I'ltviHo 
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where  outside  of  the  seal  islands? — A.   Ft  has  nev<'r  come  under 


my 
the 


observation.     I  have  nev»M'  seen  a  seal  (Ui  shore.     I  have  never  s( 

seal  islands  y«'t;  that  is,  St.  (Jeorge  and  St.  l*aiil,  I  have  never  seen. 

1  have  seen  tlu'  ('ojtper  Islands,  on  the  IJussian  side. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  decrease  in  the  (|Uiintity  of  animals  in  the 
last  few  years? — A.  As  I  have  not  hunted  on  this  coast  ftn-  several 
years,  1  am  unable  to  say.     When  I  was  there  I  saw  no  difference. 

(^>.  if  you  people  an'  allowed  t<)  kill  females  still,  is  there  anydanger 
of  exterminating  them,  do  you  think,  siqiposing  you  go  ou  aud  kill 
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them  promiscnoiisly? — A.  I  would  be  afraid  that  wo  wouhl  thin  their 
out.     I  will  ]>!»t  sny  exterminate  then.,  but  thin  them  out. 

(j.  J)o  you  think  it  is  necessary  to  ju'otect  the  seal  in  the  IJerinj* 
Sea? — A.  Certairilv  I  do. 

Q.  In  the  North  Paeilie?— A.  In  the  North  Paeific 
I  will  not  say;  but  in  the  IJeriny  Seal  think  it  is  abso- 
lutely neeessary. 

Q.  Are  seals  j;enerally  shot  with  a  riflt^  or  shotgun  with  buiikshot  ? — 
A.  IJoth. 

(}.  If  the  eow  seals  are  to  be  ]/rotected  in  the  Dering  Sea,  what 
months  do  you  consider  it  would  be  necessary  to  prohibit  any  being 
taken  ? — A.  I  would  not  like  to  answer  that. 

ii.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  is  of  value  in  regard  to  this 
seal  (juest ion  that  I  have  not  asked  you;  anything  you  would  like  to 
say,  you  can  give  your  opinion  about  ? — A.  I  think  they 
should  look  out  for  those  poachers — these  people  that 
go  there  late  in  the  fall  and  steal  them  off  the  rookeries.  There  has 
been  eases  of  that  kind.  I  think  that  is  decidedly  wrong,  both  f<u'  me 
and  th(^  seials.  That  is  what  started  the(rovernment  to  look  after  them 
so  well,  tindingiuit  that  they  had  been  clubbing  the  seals  on  the  islands. 


Deposition  of  Alexander  McLean^  sealer  {master). 

Alkxa.ndi<:r  MoLkan,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 
Mr.  Williams: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  lesidence,  and  o('cui)ation? — A.  My 
name  is  Alexander  McLean;  ago,  32;  residence,  San  Francisco;  occu- 
l)atioii,  master  mariner. 

Q.  Are  y(m  an  American  citizen? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  engageil  in  the  business  of  catching  seals  in 
the  Pacifl(;  or  lleiing  Sea? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  For  how  long  a  period? — A.  Ten  years. 

Q.  Have  yo'.i  been  master  of  vessels  thus  engaged? — A.  I  have  been 
nine  years  in  the  sealing  business. 

(J.  What  time  of  the  year  do  you  generally  start  out  sealing  in  the 
Pacific? — A.  1  have  varied  alwjiys  from  the  11th  of  January  until  the 
11th  of  February. 

Q.  When  do  you  call  the  season's  catch  over? — A.  About  the  11th 
of  Sei)tember ;  i)robably  a  month  later.  I  usually  get  back  about  the 
1  Ith  of  September. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  are  the  seals  all  out  of  the  Paeifii',  having 
gone  to  the  Bering  "Sea?  What  nnmths? — A.  To  my  knowledge  they 
would  go  into  the  Dering  Sea  after  the  2<»th  of  June. 
Q.  According  to  your  experience,  what  percentage 
ofaninuils  that  are  shot  at  are  actually  taken  by  tlie 
boats?  You  vnu  oidy  estimate  it? — A.  That  is  a  very 
hard  question  for  me  to  give  you  a  proper  answer  to. 
I  do  not  think  they  lose  any  muva  than  one  out  of  ten. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  those  shot  aL  aiul  are  not  taken  perish? — A. 
Outside  of  that? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  can  not  answer  that. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  shot  at  asleei>  on  the  water  or  awake? — A.  With 
me  they  are  principally  asleep  on  the  water.  Of  late  years  they  sho(»t 
them  a  great  deal  when  they  are  awake. 


SchIm  out  of  T'acittc 
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Q,  Do  yon  sli(K)t  at  sciils  wlini  tlioy  iuv  iiwiikc  or  breccliiiift? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  when  tlwy  conic  witliiii  ran;;*'. 

(^  Of  what  sex  arc  tlic  seals  takt'ii  by  you  or  usually  killed  by  liuiit- 
iiiji' vessels  in  the  North  Pacific  or  I'.erinji'  8ea  ' — A.  I*riiicii»ally  fe- 
males. 

Q.  What  would  be  your  Jndyiucnt  as  to  the  perceiitaji'e''    Out  ol"  a 
huiuli  d  that  vou  kill,  how  iiiaiiv  of  them  would  be 
females?— A.  Say   I   would  brino'2,(»(M)  seals  in  here.   ,vS;  '''''''-■''''''' 
I  may  have  probably  ahout  1(H>  males;  that  is  a  lar;;e 
avera;ne. 

(}.  Lots  of  times  there  are  not  nearly  as  many? — A.  No,  sir;  not  lu'ar 
as  many. 

(^>.  What  i)crcenta]i>'e  of  the  females  taken  are  with  pup? — A.  That 
depends  on  the  season  yon  are  killing  them  in.  When  tliey  are  fi'cttinj;' 
heavy  In  i>up  in  the  latter  part  of  the  season,  the  1st  of  .June,  when 
you  take  a  seal  then  you  take  two  for  one.  Von  take  the  pup  .vith 
them.  That  is,  when  it  is  a  female.  This  is  before  we  j^o  into  the  sea. 
I  have  been  into  the  sea  for  several  years.  Ftu-  the  last  two  years  I 
have  not  gone  in  there;  that  is,  while  this  restriction  act  has  been  put 
on.     1  have  not  interfered  with  the  business. 

Q.  Your  experience  is  that  all  of  the  adult  females  that  you  shoot 
durinji'  the  forepart  of  the  season  ui»  to  .lulv  are  with 
pup :'— A.  You  may  take  it  all  the  way  from  Aiail,  May,    „„^i';.';."-'  pivi;.K.nt  r.,- 
and  -Inne;  from  April  all  the  i'cmalc  seals  that  you  kill 
are  with  pup. 

(}.  Tp  until  about  the  1st  of  July  ? — A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Until  they  Ji'o  ijir  )  the  Uerinjn'  Sea? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

<^).  In  your  ojUTiion,  i:-  it  feasible  that  i»ups  can  be  born   in  the  wat<'r 
and  live? — A.  1  (ion't  believe  they  can  be  born  in  the  water  at  all  and 
live.     I  have  heard  several  peo]>le  express  themselves 
differently.     1    think    myself  it  is   impossible.      Seals  ^J^^^   ''""'   "" 
have  ji'ot  to  haul  up  on  land  to  bleed,  and  leave  their 
jiups  on  shore. 

(}.  Do  you  know  any  place  where  these  seals  <>o  to  land,  «'xcept  the 
seal  islands  on  the  American  side? — A.  No,  sir;  not  anyplace  that   I 
know  of.     Theie  have  been  lots  of  reports  of  places, 
but  I  have  been  to  these  places  and  couhl  not  find  any   ,„,',;;;,"'  "i'  ""'>""  '"■ 
seals  then'. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  decrease  in  the  (pnintity  of  seals  in  the  last 
few  years  over  what  it  was  a  few  years  formerly? — A.  1  have  notice<l 
a  decrease  since  1   have  been  in  the  business;   1  have 
made  a  catch  frcun  .'J,r»(K)  onninji'down  to  l,r»(l(),  u  little 
less  than  one-half. 

().  Vou  do  not  consider  there  are  nearly  as  many  seals  now  as  there 
used  to  be  in  the  water? — A.  N<),  sir;  not  n(»w\  I  have  been  in  the 
business  for  ten  years,  and  I  think  in  another  ten  years  there  will  be  a 
gieat  deal  less. 

().  To  what  <lo  ycMi  attribute  this  decrease? — A.  I  think  it  is  on  ac- 
count of  killinji'  those  female  seals  when  they  have  pujis,  and  the  bus- 
iness is  j'cttinfi,'  s(»  that  so  many  vessels. iire  ,ii'oin<>'  into  it,  and  they  an* 
killiiijn'  thost'  pups  off.  A  seal  has  not  ji'ot  a  chanc«'  to  j;o  to  work  and 
increase. 

(}.  Killing  the  females,  of  course,  destroys  the  juip  and  the  female, 
ancl  makes  one  less  breed? — A.  Yes,  sir;  when  you  kill  the  fennde  seal 
you  kill  the  pup  with  her. 

if.  Did  you  ever  kill  any  seals  later  in  the  season   that  were  giving 


i)('<it' 


milk 


A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  TIh'  notlier  scnls? — A.  Vcs,  s'u: 


Motlii'iH    killed    ir>() 
inili'H  triiiii  islniiil.s. 


I'Vinalt'H  HcnliiiK. 


().  I  low  fur  fVoiii   tlic  isliiiKls  liavc  yon  killed  tlioso 
motlier   sciils  that    wtMc  in    milk? — A.   1    luivf   kill<'<l 
tlicni  as  far  oH'  as  1  ")(>  miles  oil  the  land. 
Q.  Is  that  iu  tlie  I'acilic  or  lierin}''  Sea  ? — A.  Jiotli  in  the  I'acilie  and 
lierin}"'  Sea. 

(,).  They  wei'C  evidently  the  mothers  that  had  yonnj;? — A.  Yes,  sii'; 
they  had  their  yonnj>-,  Someoftlie  seals  had  left  their 
yonn,i>' on  the  islands  and  were  •••o in ^'  away,  and  were 
throufi'li  with  them  or  ji'oing  to  feed.  S<»merimes  a  seal  <>'oes  a  lon}^ 
way  otf  the  islands  at  a  certain  tinu^  It  depends  where  the  feed  is. 
A  seal  does  not  think  very  much  of  travelinji' a  hnndred  miles;  they 
travel  very  last  wlu'ii  tiiey  want  fo. 

().  If  seaJinj;- continues  as  heretofore,  is  there  any  danger  of  exter- 
niinatiiig  them? — A.  If  they  continue  as  they  ha \e  been,  since  I  have 
been  in  the  business,  1  v.ill  give  them  another  ten  years;  after  that  the 
sealing  business  will  be  about  liuished.  Jt  will  not  .justifv  anyone  to  (it 
out  from  here  or  anywhere  elsc^,  and  people  that  look  alter  tlie  sealing 
inlerests,  I  do  not  think  they  will  benelit  anything  by  it,  if  they  don't 
pi'otectthe  seal  life  at  present. 

Q.  Do  you  thiidv  it  is  abs(»lntely  lUM-essary  to  protect  the  cows  in  the 
IJering  Sea  to  keep  them  from  being  exterminated? — A.   1  do. 

i).  Is  it  often  necessary  to  prot<'ct  them  in  the  Xcuth 
I'acilic? — A.  That  is  a  question  that  should  be  inter- 
national. 

().  What  I  want  to  get  at  is,  is  it  your  idea  that  iu  older  to  ]u-otect 
au<l  keep  uj)  this  supi>ly  of  young  seals  that  it  is  necessary  not  only  to 
])rotect  them  in  the  Uering  Sea  but  to  ]»i'otect  the  cows  as  they  are  in 
the  Ncuth  I'acilic;,  nearingthe  ground,  oi'  as  tliey  are  coming  out? — A. 
Yes,  sir;  in  the  way  it  is  here,  the  I'acifu!  Ocean  is  a  large  ocean.  Tin* 
seals  are  spread  all  ovc'r,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  go  to  work  and 
exterminate'  them  IVom  these  waters  to  decrease  them  as  long  as  they 
keep  them  out  of  the  llering  Sea.  That  is  where  the  body  of  the  seals 
get  into.  I''or  U)  miles  within  the  ])assage  they  can  not  handle  the  s<'als 
at  all,  because  you  don't  see  them.  They  are  traveling  too  UMu;h.  You 
nuiy  see  a  iierd  ouc(^  in  while,  but  veiy  rarely. 

i).  Wherealiouts  in  the  Ncuth  I'acilic  do  ycm  tind  them  the  most 
nunuM'ous? — A.  You  can  start  from  San  Francisco,  and  you  cany  them 
all  the  way  up  from  the  time  you  leave  here  until  you  get  up  to  tiiose 
l)asses;  all  the  way  up  laO  miles  to  3(>  nnles  in  tlie  shore.  In  some 
]>Iaccsy<»u  c(»me  iu  closer  than  that,  according  to  the  point  of  land  that 
you  ccine  into. 

i).  Are  seals  generally  shot  with  a  riHe  (U-  shotgun? — A.  They  used 
to  shaot  them  with  ritles;  now  they  shoot  them  all  with  shotguns. 

(^>.  In  youroi)inion  do  the  seals  <ui  the  I'ussian  side 
\<i\viiw   intermingle  wi*"h  those  on  the  I'acilic  side,  oi'  an^  fhey 


I'nili 


(iioii   11  e  COS- 


sary. 
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a  sei>arat(i  herd? — A.  They  areadill'ereut  herd  of  seals, 
altogether. 

Q.  If  the  cow  seals  are  to  be  protected  in  the  liering  Sea.  what 
UKHith  do  you  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  prohil>it  any  being 
taken  ?  Wonhl  you  prohibit  them  being  taken  at  any  time  or  all  tinu's  ? — 
A.  I  think  if  they  are  prcdiibitcd  at  all  they  should  prohibit  them  for 
about  two  months,  princijially  .Inly  and  August. 

().  How  about  September? — A.  They  are  through  breeding  then,  and 
the  pu])s  are  ashore.  Therc^  aie  only  two  months  that  they  can  inter- 
lere  with  them  there  for  breeding  purposes  that  1  know  of.    The  sea 
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fs<»iis  <>('t  later  every  year.     There  ai<'  Itieediiijn"  dates,  et<'.     Ten  years 
a<;(>  tliey  never  nsed  to  Ik'  any  later  than  An«;nst  hreedinjn  there.     Now 
they  are  jiettinj;'  later  than   that,  and  are  ji'ettinj;  on   to  tS»>|)tenilier, 
heeause  the  world  is  ehanyinj^',  the  eliniate  is — the  seals  elianj;ea»'eord 
in<;'  to  the  elinnde. 

(}.  In  vonr  view  of  the  case  tliev  shonld  be])roteeted 
in  the  llerinj.' Sea  all  the  season?— A.   Yes.  sir:   I  think   J,';."'''''"'""   ■"■'^"•'■ 
it  would  be  advisable  to  pntteet   thein  in  the  iJeiin.us 
Sea  altogether. 

(}.  Yon  are  an  old  sealer;  perhaps  you  know  sonu' thinji's  that  I  don't. 
If  there  is  anything'  you  think  of  that  is  interestin};'  I  slntnld  like  to 
know  it  '! — A.  No,  sir;  1  should  like  to  jiive  my  opinion  as  fai'  as  it  is 
ri^'ht,  and  beyoinl  that  1  would  not  do  it.  I  am  inteicsted  in  sealing, 
and  want  to  protect  the  sei.ls.  1  wish  to  say  that  I  would  like  to  see 
the  seal  islands  protected  from  raids,  and  also  the  Dering  Sen. 


:*-\i'\ 


otl 


Di'pimianii  of  (iHsUirc  Istiiicstni,  sr<ilvr  (luasfcr). 

GuSTAVK  Isaacson,  having  been  duly  sw«u'n,  testliled  as  follows: 
iMr.  Willi  a:\is: 

(,>.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation  ' — A.  My 
nauM'  isdustave  Isaacson;  age,  t(»;  residence.  San  Francisco;  occnpu- 
tion,  hunting  seals. 

(}.  Are  you  an  Anu-rican  citizen  ' — A.  Yes,  sir. 

if.  Have  you  evei'  i)een  engaged  in  the  l)usiness  of  catching  seals  in 
tin'  Pacilic  ur  I»eiing  Sea? — A.   Yes.  sir. 

Q.  For  how  long  a  period  ? — A.  1  have  been  piincipally  occupied  in 
ottei'  hunting  at  the  beginning  of  tin*  seasous;  at  short  intervals  I  have 
been  sealing. 

v\).  For  how  many  years? — A.  Since  1S72;  but  principally  from  the 

her  side,  tin-  Okhotsch  Sea  side;  since  ISSl  on  this  side. 

Q.  Ili'.ve  you  been  master  of  vessels  thus  engaged  ? — A.  Y^es,  sir;  foi' 
eigli*  years  on  the  -Japan  side  and  one  ^  .-ar  on  tliis  side. 

Q.   Have  you  any  expeiience  as  to    lu' habits  of  the    fur-seals? — A. 
Only  tbilowing  them  up  hunting.     1  Inive  been   listening  to  your  <pu's- 
tions  to  Oapt.  iMcIiCan,  and  I  have  the  same  idea,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  protection.     1  think  thev  ought  to  l»e      I'm'K'  li.in  mc-.s- 
ju-otected  everywhere  they  can,  both  (Uitsnh'  and  msule 
the  sea. 

(i^.  What  time  of  the  year  do  you  generally  start  out  sealing  in  the 
racili(!  and  up  to  what  time  do  you  <'ontinue? — A.  In  the  nnddle  ot 
January  oi-  February. 

(}.  What  tinu'  of  the  year  are  the  seals  all  out  ol  the  I'acillc,  having 
gone  to  the  llering  Sea  ? — A.  About  the  latter  |>art  of      ,   ,  .... 

'J  *^  '  Siiils  imt  ol   I'liciljc 

tl  UUe.  aiidiit    liillir   |iiii(    of 

(^.  Accm-ding  to  your  experience,  what   percentage  ■'"'"'• 
of  auinnds  that  ar«'  shot  at  are  actuallv  taken  bv  the     on,,  .s.-cnn,!  i.m  „f 
boats?— A.   1  think  about  one-third  is  lost.  ""'"• 

i).  Are  the  seals  shot  at  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake,  geneially? — 
A.  Misstly  asleep.  Very  often  they  are  shot  at  while  traveling, 
breeching. 


m 


Ik 


440 


TKSTIMONY 


I!  i' 


Q.  Of  what  sex  are  the  seals  taken  Ity  yon,  (»r  usually  kilh-d  Ity  tli«^ 
huntiiiji  v«'ssels  in  the  Noith   l'a<'ihc  or  llerini'-  Sea  i — 

if.  NN'liat  iK'iceiitaji'e  of  tlieiii  are  reiiiaU?s? — A.  It  is 
very  sehloni  that  yon  ever  yet  hohl  of  a  uiah'. 

Q.  What  i)ereenlajie  of  tlie  cows  tak«'n  are  with  pnp? — A,  In  tln^ 
early  part  of  the  season,  np  to  .Mine,  all  the  fnll  ;irown  cows  are  wilh 
pnp. 

().  Did  you  ever  kill  any  eows  whose  yonnj-'  wer<^  horn,  and  were 
j-ivinj; milk  ?— A.  That  1  (h)n't  reniendter  takinj;'  notice  of.  1  can  not 
answer  that  question. 

,.,..,  Q.   In  vonr  opinion,  are  anv  of  the  itni)s  Ixnn  in  the 

water; — A.   I  don  t  tlnnk  so. 
iioni  uni.v  oil  I'lih.       Q-  Or  anywhere  else  except  on  the  seal  islands? — 
iioiisi:iti.is.  A.   I  (hm't  think  so. 

(}.  llavi'  you  ever  seen  any  seal  pups  in  the  I'acilic  that  w«'re 
younj;('r  than  those  hoin  the  Near  previous? — A.  Down  at  (inadaloup 
Island  about  three  months  aji'o,  I  killed  a  cow  there  that  had  a  pup 
that  was  too  younji  to  conu'  fr(»ni  the  Ih-rinj;'  Sea  and  evid«'ntly  liad 
heen  liorn  around  there.     That  is  iilMUt  the  (udy  case  I  have  seen. 

<^).  The  pups  that  yon  see  in  the  Pacitic  this  yenr  are  those  horn  last 
year.     You  don't  see  those  hoin  this  year? — A.  No  sir;  I  do  not. 

i).  Have  you  latticed  any  decrease  in  the  quantity 
<»f  si'als  in  the  last  few  years? — A.  Yes,  sir;  a,  yreat 
decrease. 

<""'"<'•  i).  To  what  do  y<»u  attribute  the  cause? — A.  Killing' 

oil'  the  feiuah's;  whale-killers  an(l  sharks  kill  a  jn'o(»d  many. 

Q.  II  sealiuin  continues  as  heretofore,  is  there  any  danji'er  of  externii- 
uatinj;'  them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  1  think  a  few  years  will  do  that. 

Q.   Do  you  ('(Misider  it  lU'cessaiv  to  protect  the  seals 
jVot..,.iiou   .uce«-   .|^  ^,j^  ^.^^j.^j^    Piiciflc?— A.   Yes,  sir;  it  will   be  ueces- 

sary  to  protect  tiuMu  anywhere  where  it  can  be  done. 

Q.  Are  seals  jn'cnerally  slntt  with  a  ritle  or  shotjiuu  ? — A.  Jloth  rilie 
and  shotjiuu;  uutstly  shotj>uns. 

.    .,  (>).   In  vour  opinion,  do  the  seals  on  the  Ikussian  side 

liiiiiii.nis.ionotmin    niteruunjile  With  those  on  the  racihc  side,  or  are  they 
fii'-  a  separate  herd? — A.  They  do  not  iuterinin<>Ie  at  all. 

{}.  If  the  vow  seals  are  to  be  ju'otectcd  in  the  l>eriiij>'  Sea,  what 
mmith  do  you  consi<ler  it  would  be  necessary  to  prohibit  any  beiiij? 
tiken? — A.  I  should  consich'i-  it  necessary  to  protect  them  all  the  time 
they  lire  in  the  Jleriuj^'  Sea. 


Uirrt'iibO. 


Deposition  of  Frank  Johnson,  soiler  {hunter  and  mate). 

FuANK  .Johnson,  haviny  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 
l\Ir.  Williams: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  ajic  residence,  and  occupati(ui  ? — A.  My 
name  is  Frank  .lohnson;  aji'c,  .S.'J;  occupati«ui,  master  mariner;  resi- 
dence, San  Francisco. 

i).  Are  you  an  American  citi/en? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  en,y:i,u('d  iu  the  business  of  eatchiuy  seals  in 
the  racifie  or  Ijeriiii;'  Sea? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  For  liow  loiifif  ii  pci'i'Ml  ? — A.  Ahitiit  ten  years,  (itt'iiiid  on.  I  have 
been  otter  liuiitinfi'  s-diic . veins;  abctut  luilf. 

(}.  Have. von  Iteen  in  ister  of  vessels  thus  enjiajicd  ? — A.  Xo,  sir;  this 
will  b«'  my  tirst  time  tliis  year. 

Q.  What  position  did  yon  occnjiy? — A.  Hunter  and  mate  two  years. 

Q.  What  time  of  tlie  year  do  yon  ji'eiierally  st;irt  <»nt  sealinj;  in  tiie 
Pacific,  and  nj)  to  wlnit  tinu'  do  yon  continue  ? — A.  From  the  hitter  part 
of  .January,  generally,  until  the  latter  jtart  of  S«'ptember;  the  middle  of 
8epteinber. 

(}.  What  tinui  of  the  year  are  the  seals  ]>ractically  out  of  the  Pacifi<', 
havinj;  gone  to  the  llering  Sea? — A.  I  always  found  s.iiis (.m  ..i  I'a.itic 
them  very  scar<!e  in  the  lattir  i)art  of  .Iniu'.  cniiHiiii.oiitiiitt.r|.art 

Q.  A(!cording  to  yoni-  exi>erience,  what  i)ercentage  "'•'""• 
of  animals  that  are  shot   at   are   actnally   taken    by  the   boats? — \. 
About  a  thii'd  to  a  (piarter,  we  lose. 

(,).  Are  the  seals  shot  at  asleep  on  the  water  or  um"^\',■^;mr.  "'"' '"'' 
awake,  usually? — A.   Principally  asleej). 

Q.  Of  what  sex  are  the  seids  taken  by  y(m  or  usually  killed  by  hunt- 
ing vessels  in  the  North  Paeilic  and  IW-ring  Sea? — A.   .,   .,   ..      , 

,,^        ,  .  I,  "  Mostly  li'Tiiiik'H. 

Females,  principally. 

Q.  What  percentsigeof  them?  For  instance,  if  y(»u  kill  1(M> seals,  how 
many  males  wonld  you  get? — A.  Perhaps  two.  You  strike  a  few  bulls 
when  you  get  further,  say,  towards  the  Aleutian  Islands. 

(i.  What  i)erceiitage  of  the  cows  that  y<m  kill  are  with  pu[>? — A.  That 
is  pretty  hard  for  me  to   estnnate.     .Many  times  you 
strike  young  seals  withont  pup. 

<^.     The  a«lnlt  females  are  all  with  ])ni)? — A.  Yes, 
sir;  I  have  found  a  good  nniny  old  ones  that  are  too  old  to  have  i)ups, 
extra  l)ig  size  seals. 

(}.  In  ycmr  opinicm,  ai'e  anv  of  the  i)ups  born  in  the 
water,  or  anywhere  outside  of  the  seal  islands?— A.  1    i,,',';,'.''"  ''""'  ""'>'  "° 
think  they  are  born  on  land. 

if.  Have  you  noticed  any  decrease  in  the  (piantity  of  animals  in  the 
last  (\'w  years? — A.  J  have  found  a  decrease.     I  have 
not  been  doing  mu(;h  sealing  in  the  last  three  or  four 
years.     1  have  been  otter  hunting,  principally. 

Q.  To  what  do  yon  attribute  the  cause  of  this  de- 
crease?— A.  The  increase  of  the  Heet  and  killing  of  all 
the  females. 

i).  If  sealing  eontinues  as  heretofore,  is  there  any  danger  of  exter- 
miiniting  the  herd? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  thiidv  so. 

(^).  Do  you  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect 
theeows'in  the  IJeringSea?— A.  Yes,  sir.  sa!^v!'''"''^'""   "''''"'■ 

(^>.  What  do  you  think  about  protecting  thcin  in  the 
North  Pacitic,  providing  yon  wanted  to  increase  the  seals  and   save 
them  from  extermination? — A.  I  dou't  know  what  to  say  about  that. 
The  North  Pacific  is  pretty  big. 

(}.  Are  the  seals  generally  sliot  with  a  ritl(>  ov  a  shotgun  ? — A.  I  gen- 
erally shoot  them  with  a  ritle  myself,  but  they  are  generally  shot  with 
a  shotgun,  from  what  I  hear. 

ii.  Inyonr  opinitm  do  the  seals  on  the  Russian  side 
intermingle  with  those  Oil  the  Pacific  sidis  or  are  they  kan'iirnt"  s?".aiiiu'!'''' 
a  separate  herd  ? — A.  I  think  tli(\vare  a  separate  herd. 

Q.  If  the  eow  seals  arc  to  b(5  jjioteeted  in  the  Periiig  Sea.  what  month 
d()  you  coiisidiM'  it  would  be  neiicssary  to  prohibit  any  being  taken? — 
A.  From  the  beginning  of  July  to  the  eud  of  the  year. 
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Dejxmtion  of  II.  Jlannxen,  xraler  {master). 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

H.  IIARM.SEN,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testitied  as  follows: 
Mr.  Williams: 

Q.  What  is  your  luime,  .ige,  residence  and  o('('ui)ation? — A.  My 
name  is  H.  Harnisen;  age,  38;  residi'uce,  San  Francisco;  occupation, 
nniriner. 

(.).  Are  yon  an  American  citizen? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

i).  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  catching  seals  in 
the  Pacifle  or  lleringSea? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  For  how  long  ai)eriod? — A.  Since  1877. 

i).  Have  you  beemnaster  of  vessels  thus  engaged,  or  any  oflicer  in 
any  otticial  capacity? — A.  Yes,  sir;  since  188()  1  have  lu'cn  master. 

Q.  Have  you  any  experience  as  to  the  habits  of  the  fur-seal? — A.  I 
have  been  catching  a  good  many  of  them.  1  don't  know  much  about 
their  habits.     You  mean  on  the  coast  ? 

Q.  Y^es;  their  general  habitsofgoingand coming? — 
aiuMit  ciiristiniii*  iui<i  A.  Yes,  they  generally  come  round  on  the  coast  about  a 
wav..  nho.it  iiii.i.iie  of  ^y^^g],  bctbre  Cliristuias  and  up  until  about  the  middle 
of  .lune,  when  they  leave  the  coast  and  go  north. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  do  you  generally  start  out  sealing  in  the 
Pacific,  and  up  to  what  time  do  you  continue? — A.  We  start  out  about 
New  Year's. 

Q.  What  time  do  you  come  in  again? — A.  About  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember or  October. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  are  the  seals  practically  out  of  the  Pacific, 
having  gone  to  the  Bering  Sea? — A.  About  the  middle  of  June. 

Q.  Acc(U'ding  to  your  experience,  what  percentage  of  animals  that  are 

shot  at  are  actually  taken  by  the  boats?-  \.  That  depends  a  good  deal 

,  ,       on  the  man  that  shoots  taem.     Some  fellows  will  miss 

Some  secure  ImtDiie     ,,  j.     x- x.  i  ti  •       j.i  j.     v  n 

outfourorflve;  av.r-  tour  out  ot  hvc  aud  another  n)ay  miss  three  out  of  five 
aKc.  three  out  of  five.  ,^^^^[  cripple  them.  I  think  on  a  general  average  we 
will  get  about  three  out  of  five. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  shot  at  asleej)  on  the  water  or  awake,  usually? — A. 
Most  asleep. 

Q.  Of  what  sex  are  the  seals  taken  by  you  or  usually  killed  by  hunt- 
ing vessels  in  the  North  Pacific  and  IJering  Sea  ? — A.  (.'ows  altogether; 
nothing  but  cows.  I  never  caught  a  bull  in  my  life,  and  I  have  got 
about  10,000  of  them. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  cows  taken  are  with 
pups?— A.  Y'^ou  can  safely  say  about  four- fifths  of 
them.    You  get  about  800  <mt  of  1,00()  seals. 

Q.  In  your  opinuin,  are  any  of  the  pups  born  in  the 
water  or  anywhere  else  outside  of  the  sea  islands? — A. 
No,  sir;  I  don't  think  it. 

Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  decrease  in  the  (luantity  of  animals  in  the 
last  few  years?  In  other  words,  do  y<m  fiiul  them  as  plenty  now  in  the 
last  year  or  two  as  you  used  to? — A.  Of  course  not. 
They  are  not  so  plentiful,  that  is  sure.  In  1880  we  got 
2,10()  seals.    Now  you  couldn't  get  3(K)  in  the  sanu'  time. 

Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  decrease  ? — A.  Too 

''""''*''  many  in  the  business,  1  suppose;  too  nniny  after  them. 

Q.  Would  you  attribute  it  to  the  killing  of  the  females  and  thereby 
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there  arc  not  nearly  as  many  born  ? — A.  ( -ertainly;  it  lias  jjot  all  to  do 
witli  it. 

Q.  T\\vu  really  the  killing  of  the  females  you  attribute  to  the  de- 
(•rease? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  sealing-  routiiiues  as  heretofore  is  there  any  (lanj,M'r  of  extermi- 
nating the  herd? — A.  At  this  rate;  yes,  sir.  Just  keep  at  it  and  it 
will  be  only  a  frw  years  bi^fore  it  will  do  away  witli  the  whole  business. 

i).  Do  yon  tliink  it  is  absolutely  neci^ssary  to  protect  tlu'  e()ws  in  the 
Bering'  8ea  ? — A.  Yououyht  to  protect  them,  certainly; 
in  order  to  keep  the  thin^'  iiohi}X  they  ouj^lit  to  be  pro-   a,,',.^'!'''''"'''""     "'"'''*' 
t*M'ted. 

Q.  Is  it  necessary  to  i>rotect  the  cows  in  the  Taiiitie? — A.  They  kill 
the  bi<fj;est  half  in  the  t'acilic.  so  that  they  ouf^ht  to  be  protected  there. 

U.  Ai-e  thi\y  ji'i'iii^Mlly  sliot  with  a  ritie  or  sliotjjfuii  ? — A.  A  shot<;'uu 
exclusively,  you  niij>ht  say. 

(^  luyour  opinion  do  the  seals  ou  the  Russian  sideinterinin,nle  with 
those  (Ml  the  I'acitic  side,  or  are  they  a  separate  herd? — A.  No,  sir; 
thev  do  not  come  over  this  way.  Thev  are  not  a  dif-  „  .  ,  ., 
fereiit  breed,  but  they  keep  over  by  themselves.  At  kai.  hn-iU  .i.mot  miu- 
least  I  don't  think  so.  They  follow  their  own  stream  *-''"■ 
along  there.  There  is  so  uuu;h  water  there  where  there  are  seals,  an<l 
so  much  where  there  are  not.     They  are  by  themselves. 

Q.  ^ow,  then,  if  the  cow  seals  are  to  be  protected  in  tlu'  BerinjjSea, 
what  month,  do  you  <'(uisider  it  would  be  necessary  to  i)rohibit  any  b(^- 
inji'  taken? — A.  Say  from  the  middle  of  June  until  the  end  of  the  year; 
something  like  that,  the  lirst  of  December. 


•■iM 


^i 


Deposition  of  Daniel  McLean,  sealer  (master.) 

Daniel  McLean,  having  been  duly  sw«u'u,  testified  as  fidlows: 
Mr.  Williams: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation? — A.  My 
name  is  Daniel  McLean;  age,  4:.i;  occupation,  master  mariner;  resi- 
<lence,  San  Francisco. 

Q.  Are  you  an  AuuM'ican  citizen? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in  tlie  business  of  catching  seals  iu 
the  Pacific  or  Hcriug  Sea  ". — A.  Ye-i,  sir. 

Q.  For  how  long  a  period? — A.  I^ileveu  years. 

Q.  Have  you  been  master  of  vessels  thus  engaged? — A.  Eleven 
years. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  year  do  you  generally  start  out  sealing  in  the 
Pacific,  and  up  to  wliat  time  do  you  <'.oiitiuue? — A.  I  start  out  about 
the  I5th  of  December  and  stay  out  until  about  the  1st  of  October. 

Q.  What  tiiue  of  the  yii.ir  are  tiie  seals  practiirally  all  out  of  the 
Pacific,  having  gone  to  the  ISering  Sea? — A.  About 
tlie  loth  of  ,Iuiie.     Not  all,  but  thebody  of  tiuMU.  abmu  i"ti.'ju..!'*''"° 

Q.  According  to  your  experience,  wiiat  percentage 
of  animals  that  are  shot  .at  are  actually  taken  by  the  bo  its? — A.  That 
is  according  to  the  amount  of  ammunition  that  we  use. 
Ab.,uton(^third  are  taken.  kiorurSU* 

Q.  Are  the  seals  shot  a.t  asleep  on  the  water  or  awaki^, 
usually? — A.  Most  asle«'p. 

i).  Of  what  sex  are  the  seals  taken  by  you,  r.r  usually  killed  by  hunt- 
ing vessels  in  the  Xorth  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea? — A.  L'emales. 
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Q.  VVIiat  ptH'cM'iit'.ijijc  of  tli'iii  iircjviw.s?  Siipii  »s(5  yoii  cutcli  100  seiila, 
Xiii.i.v  |).i  roiiMV    '"*^^'    mmiy    iiiiilcs    woiiM    you    have   iiiiioii;;'   tliciii? — 

muicM,    'mostly     with     A.    Alxillt    10. 

'*"'"*'  Q.  What   ppr<'«'iitiv<re  of  the  cows  taki'ii   arc-  with 

imj)? — A.  Tlie  tciuiiles  arc  mostly  n\\  witli  pup,  that  is,  up  until  the  1st 
of  July. 

Q.  h\  your  oi)iiiiou,  jiro  Jiuy  of  the  pu[>s  Ixu'ii  in  the 

ishiX*""""""'^'""   wJitor  or'auywliere  else  out  of  the  seal  ishuuls?— A.  I 

hiivi^  uevi'r  secu  any. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  foun<l  any  seal  pujjs  in   the   Piu-ific  that  were 

youuger  than  those  horu  the  year  previous? — A.  No,  sir;  I  have  never 

seen  any. 

Q.  IFave  you  noticed  any  (lecrease  in  tin  (piantity  of 
animals  in  the  last  few  years? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  <lo  ytm  attribute  the  cause? — A.     Kill- 
ing: ort"  the  f«Muales. 
Q.  If  scalinj;  ciuitinu<'s  as  heretofore,  is  there  any  danjjer  of  ext«'r- 
minatinji"  them? — A.  Yes,  sir;  they  will  all  be  exterminated  in  thret; 
years,  and  there  will  be  no  more  sealiiij?. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  absolut«'ly  necessary  to  pro- 
nms-  ^^^^.j  ^ii^  cows  iu  the  IJeriufj  Sea? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  also  necessary  to  prot«'ct  them  in  the  I'a- 
cift(!? — A.  The  Pacirtc  isalarj;e  o(!ean,  and  they  do  n<)t  go  in  lar<>e  bands. 
They  }i;o  sin;;iy  and  in  pairs,  so  that  there  is  not  a  chance  to  kill  so 
uniiiy  of  them  in  the  ocean.  In  the  IJerinji'  Sea  they  are  in  bands,  and 
they  yo  onto  the  islands  and  are  concentrated  in  a  small  place. 

Q.  Are  seals  <>enerally  shot  with  a  rifle  or  shotf^un? — A.  With  a  shot- 
j^un.     Some  with  a  ritie;  mostly  with  a  shotjiun. 

...         ,  .,  Q.  In  your  oi)inion  do  the  seals  on  the  Kussian  side 

kail  st-ais  tio  not  mill-  lutermnif^Ie  With  those  on  the   1/acihc  snle? — A.  No, 
"'"•  sir;  I  do  not  think  so.    They  are  ditterent  seals  in  my 

opinion. 

Q.  [f  the  cow  seals  are  to  be  ])rote(!ted  in  the  Berinj;'  Sea  what  months 
do  you  <!()nsider  it  would  be  mMtessary  to  prohibit  any  being  taken? — 
A.  From  the  l">th  of  June  until  the  seastm  finishes;  that  would  be  the 
first  snow.  The  pups  <lo  not  leave  the  islamls  on  the  first  snow,  but 
when  the  second  snow  conies  they  leave  the  islands.  They  ought  to  be 
protected  until  the  second  snow;  that  is,  in  November. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  kill  any  cow  seals  that  were  in  milk,  that  had  given 

birth  to  young  and  were  in  milk? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  have,  in  Beiing  Sea. 

„.„  ,   .„  .  Q.  Mow  far  from  the  seal  islands  were  they? — A. 

Kilioaiiulliiii}:i;ow«    .^.    \  .,  ,,    ,,  ,,  .,,.    ,       „„         .,         •'  ^,  „, 

from  JO  to  (K)  miius  Sixtv  iiiilcs;  all  the  Way  from  20  to  60  miles;  ofi  St. 
from  islands.  (ieorge  aiul  St.  Paul. 

Q.  Do  y(m  know  of  anything  else  that  would  be  interesting  in  regard 
to  the  (luestion  ? — -A.  I  think  the  seals  ought  to  be  protected.  I  tliink 
the  custom-house  should  not  clear  any  sliip<  eithei-  in  the  British  C()lo- 
nies  or  the  United  States  for  sealing  in  the  Bei'ing  Sea;  that  is,  if 
tlie.y  want  to  protect  them.  I  would  like  to  see  the  islands  protected 
from  raids,  and  the  Bering  Sea  also. 

State  of  Caltfounia, 

City  ami  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

I,  Cleinent  Bennett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county 
do  hereby  certify  that  tlu' witnes.ses  in  thcfort^going  depositions  named, 
were  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  wlnde  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth;  that  said  depositions  wert.^  taken  on  the  1st  day  of  Feb- 
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inary,  1S02,  at  my  (((lice,  rooms  IL*  iiml  l.'».  L'.'M  ('alironiia  stn'ct.  in  tlu' 
city  !iml  fonnty  of  San  Kraiicisco,  in  tiio  Stato  of  ( 'alil'ornia.  and  wmv 
rt'dnccd  to  writinji  l»y  me. 

In  witness  \v1h'Hm>I'.  1  Imv!'  Iicrcnnto  snltsnila'd  my  name  and  allixrd 
my  s(',;d  «»follice  this  Ktli  day  of  Fchinary,  A.  I>.  isin'. 

j.SKAL.J  '  CLKMKNT    r.l'.NNKYT, 

jN'o/fO//  I'llhlic. 


DcpnsHion  of  Moyfiii  Ifaniint)  (scaler). 

1M:LA(!1C    SKAMNii, 

Martin  TTaiiiion,  Itcinji'  duly  sworn,  dritoscs  and  snys:  1  irsidc  at 
Victoria,  liritisli  < 'oinmhia.  I  am  Ity  occupation  a  seal 
liuntcr.  Have  been  cnjLia^i'cd  in  scalinjn'  tlic  last  three 
years  on  tlie  Hiitisli  scliooiiers  Triiimpli,  Wtilfrr  h'icli, 
liornil'iH,  anil  I'luhriiDt,  and  tlie (Jerman  schooner  Adclr. 
Vhst  tin<l  and  take  seal  in  flanuary  otVColnmltia  K'iver. 
They  aie  then  advancinji'  up  the  coast.  We  foll(»w 
them  until  they^'Uter  IJerin^'  Sea  about  .luly  1st.  I  use 
the  shot fi'un  exclusively  foi-  takinj;' sj'al.  About  (l."»  per 
cent  <»f  the  seal  hit  are  lost.     A  larye  majority  of  seals     i,iiii;.in,i.i(.iii\  pn;: 

taken  are  females  with   yonn--.     Only  two   old    bulls   ' '  ''"'^'i'^^ 

were  taken  by  me  last  year  out  of  the  KtO  seals  taken.  ISnt  veiy 
few  yearlin<;s  are  taken.  J'aid  no  attention  to  sex.  A  few  mah^ 
seals  are  taken  between  two  and  lour  years  old.  I  think. 
.Majority  of  the  seals  taken  in  ISerinji'  Sea  are  fenmles 
witli  milk  in  them.  Have  killed  them  full  of  milk  I(M> 
mih's  from  the  seal  islands.     I  use  no  discrimination  in 


K.X|irrii'ficc, 


Tiiniiiiili.  Wiilti'r 
liiili.  Iliiinilis,  I'm- 
hiinit.   Aihit'. 


Mi;;nili(iii. 


M.i.i<iiily 
li'lllMlr.M. 


Iiiili 


si'tiniiniiti', 


sealing',  but  shoot  everythinj;'  that  comes  near  the  Ixtat 

re;tardless  of  sex.     Have  never  known  of  any  i)ups  to  be  born  in  the 

water  or  <hi  the  html  outside  of  the  I'ribilof  Islands. 

Have  never  known  any  fur  seal  to  haul  up  on  the  land 

elsewhere   than   on    the    I'ribilof  Islands.     1   think   a    ^^,'|''."".'', ''•'"' "I'.v' 

closed  st'ason  should  lie  established  Ix'tween  May  1st   iid' 

and  Septendier  I.">th  in  North  Pacilic  Ocean  and  l>erinj 


No  pfliiuic  liirtli. 


wlii'i'c  lliiin   nil   I'rili- 


Sea, which  w^aild  li'ive  them  a  chaiu-e  to  inei'casiv 


I'liitrclimi. 

Martin  IIannon. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  uw  this  LM  day  of  May.  I.S!»i'. 

A.    \V.    liAVK.NDKK, 

Unitvd  States  Tirasuri/  Aijent. 


W' 


m 


Deposition  of  }\'i1liam  Ifennoiin  [sealer). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Talifokma, 

('if If  anil  Coiniti/  of  Sini  Francisco,  ss: 

William   Hermann,  beinj;"  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  by 
oceui)ation  a  seal  and  otter  hunter.     My  present  resi- 
dence is  in  San    Francisco.     I  have  l«'en  en^iaucd  in      i;xi..iioute. 
seal  and  otter  hunting  eleven  years  in  the  Okhotsk  S«'a 
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ami  tlu'  Xurtli  Piicific.  T  use  ii  shot;;un  wlicii  F  iiiii  limitiii}''  scul  ii)i«t 
ii  I'itic  t'orottci'  liniitiii};'.  i  limit  with  a  No.  S  liorc  sliot- 
jjiiii,  iiiiil  list'  No.  1  shot.  ."Many  seals  arc  woiiiiilcd  and 
lost,  (U'liciidiii;'-  lar<>('ly  on  tlir  skill  of  tlu'  hiiiitt'r.  I 
think   I  <H't   pretty  nearly  all   that   I    kill,  but   other 

hunters  liav<'  been  with  me  that  I  know  lost  a  ;>reater  ixirtion  of  thos*' 

they  shot  at.  i'ntbably  a  fair  avera^«'  would  be,  takiiij;'  all  the  hiinteis 
to;i'etlier,  one  seal  seeiired  to  two  lost.  Ni'arly  all  the 
seals  killed  in  the  water  before  the  middle  of  .Inne  are 
«'ows  in  imp,  and  after  that,  mothers  <;ivin<f  milk.  After 
the  yoiiiij;'  is  a  few  days  old  the  mother  trav«'ls  out  to 
the  tishinji'  banks  to  feed.  It  is  ditlienlt  to  tell  the  sex 
^"j  'V".'.'!'.!'"""'''''  <*•  "  •**''"'  which  yon  shoot  at  in  the  water,  but  you  can 
tell  a  yoiin^'  seal  from  an  old  seal.  ISeals  are  not  as 
plentiful  now  as  tlu'y  were  a  few  years  a^io.  I  think 
they  are  dccreasin{if  on  acconnt  of  their  bcin*''  hunted 

so  much. 

W.  IIkkmann. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  A]iril,  A.  I).  1.S!I2. 

[SEAL.]  Cl.KMKNT    JlKNNK'rT, 

Notary  Vuhlic. 


UMi'Htlrciiiini*. 


Wiisloiif  life. 


Miisll.v  |ii'i'i.'niiiit  (ir 
iiilkiiii;  riiwH. 


Killlillr  t'cl'ilili;;. 


ililr  ill  walrr. 


Ih'rrriisi'. 


i 


Jh'pnuifion  of  Andtnr  'T.  Ilofftuau  [scaler). 
l'ELA(iIf"   SEALING. 

T^»e  it  reniemliei'ed,  that  on  the  24th  day  of  Febrnary,  1802,  at  my 
ottice,  4.">4  ( 'alifornia  street,  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Fiaiicisco, 
State  ot  California,  before  nie,  Clement  ISennett,  a  notary  public  in  and 
for  said  city  and  county  of  San  I-'rancisco,  State  of  California,  duly 
a])pointe<l  and  commissioned  to  administer  oaths,  etc.,  personally  ap- 
peared Andrew  J.  Hotfiiian,  who  beiiiy  tirst  by  me  duly  sworn,  testilied 
as  follows: 


i^  -^ 


AKDiM'iW  .1.  H<)FF3IAN,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testilied  as  follows: 

The  NoTAiiY: 
(}.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and   oc(!upation? — A.  My 
name  is  Andiew  J.  Hottnian;  age,  24;  residence.  San  Francisco;  occu- 
pation, seal  hunter. 
i).  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  United  States? — A.  T  am. 
(}.  What  State  are  you  a  resident  of? — A.  The  State  of  California. 
il.  Have  yon  been  engaged  in  catching  seals  in  the  Pacific  and  iJering 
Sea,  and  for  how  long? — A.  1  havc^  been  engaged  in 
sealing  there  tor  three  years  last  past. 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  were  that  you  have  taken  in 
the  Pacific  and   Px'ring  Sea? — A.  The  seals  that  1  have  taken  were 
IHinciiially  females. 

Q.  What  i>ercentage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  cows? — A. 
About  !>.">  percent  of  them  were  cows. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  cows  you  have  taken  were  with  jmp? — 
^,.    .   ,.  ,  A.  About  the  same  amount  were  witli  pup. 

Nim'ty-fivf  (lor  cent  ,v      ...,  ,  ,.  •       ^^i        i»       -ii  i 

of-  (lit.  li  w.iv  i.n--      ^i-   >>  hen  does  sealing  commence  in  tlie  Pacinc,  ami 
"•'"'"'"'*•  when  <loes  it  end? — A.  Sealing  commences  there  about 

the  1st  of  January  and  ends  about  the  1st  of  June. 
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l*tTI"l'Jl."^U. 


('llllS^^ 


Q.  Wliiit  |>('r(M'Mt;iji(' of  sciils  me  tiikcii   cninpiiicd  to  tliosc  yoiMlc- 
Kti'oy  ill  doiii;;  so;   in  otlu'i-  wuiils.  iiuw    niiiiiy  <l<)  yon 
actiiiilly  iivt  (tut  of  those  yoii  slioot  .'—A.  W'c  ;;('t  iilJoiit    ,,n'i,',,'".'sh;V'' '  '"" 
7r>  pel-  (M'Ut  «)f  tiicni. 

(i.  Is  it  not  a  (iH't  tliiit  wiicii  yon  (list  stiirU'd  in  tiic  business  ninl 
was  iiic\|><'ri<-iicc(l  in  iiiiiitiiif;',  that  yon.  lii<(?  all  other 

bi'^-iiiiins,  destroyed  a   iiiiieh  larger  proportion    than         '"" '"' 

yon  now  do? — A.  Yes,  sir;  it  is. 

i).  Are  the  s«'als  yon  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake? 
Do  yon  slM»ot  at  them  while  l»reeehi:i';' ? — A.  Altoiit  ")(>  pereent  of  them 
are  asleep,  that  is,  aceordiiiji'  to  what  are  shot  at,  and  we  also  shoot  at 
them  wliih'  l>reechin.y. 

(}.  Ilavc^  yon  ever  seen  any  seals  l»orn   in  the  water,  and   is  it  voiir 
opinion  that   it  is  possiltle  tor  them  lo  Ite  horn   in   the 
water? — \,  No,  sir;   I   have  never  seen   any   horn  in   ,,„','|!,i'ili;,''    ''''"'    '"' 
the  water,  and  1  think  it  is  impossible  for  tlieiii  to  be 
born  in  the  wat«'r. 

(^.  Do  yon  kn()w  of  anv  place  where  seals  land  out-  "niii  up  nnh  mi 
side  of  the  seal  islands?— A.  No.  sir.  iVii.ii,.risi,,n,is. 

Q.   lias  there  been  any  decrease  in  the  (piantity  of  seals,  as  com- 
jiared  to  |>revions  years? — A.   Well,  tor  the  lenjiith  of 
time  that   I   have  been  (»iit  there  is  not  much  ditler- 
enee. 

if.  If  there  is  a  decrease,  to  what   do  yon  attrilnit«'  it? — A.  T(t  the 
amount  ol' seal  hunters  and  liuntin,i>'  that  is  actually 
};oin<;'  on. 

i).  Do  the  jnips  i)erish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill? — A.  Yes,  sii-; 
they  do. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion  if  sealiiifif  continues  unrestricted  that  they  will 
soon  be  exterininate<l  ? — A.   Yes.  sir;  it  is. 

(}.  In  your  opinion,  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in 
Jleriiifi'  Sea,  to  prevent  the   herd  from  beiiij;'  externii- 
nated?     If  so,  for  ^vhat  months  in  the  year  ?— A.   Yes,   J.j!';"'"'""    "•"■"■ 
sir;  from  the  1st  of  .June  until  the  1st  of  August,  in 
order  to  protect  the  herd. 

(^.  Do  you  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  riHiMtr  shotgun;  an<l  if  the 
latter,   with   buckshot  or   tine  shot  ? — A.  Mostly  with 
bu<-ksh..t  and  a  shotgun.  ^  .^Ir'^Zl"^:;:"'" 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  travel- 
ing during  your  experience,  where  do  you  sujtpose  was  their  destina- 
tion ? — A.  I  coiddirt  say  as  to  that;  I  know  they  traveled  smithward  to  a 
more  milder  climate. 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  is  of  vabu>  in  regard  to  this 
seal  (|uestion  that  I  have  not  asked  y«tn;  anything  ytni  would  lik(^  to 
say,  you  can  give  ycmr  opinion  about  ? — A.  No,  sir;  I  think  of  nothing 
else  in  regard  to  this  that  I  have  not  alrea«ly  said. 

Andrew  Jackson  IIoi-fman. 

State  of  California, 

Citt/  ami  Count}/  of  San  Francisco,  s,s: 

I,  ( 'lenient  IJonnett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county  of 
San  Francisco,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witness  in  the  foregoing  disp- 
osition named  was  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole 
truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth;  that  sai<l  deposition  was  reduced  to 
writing,  and  when  completed  was  carefully  read  over  to  said  witness, 
aud  by  liim  subscribed  in  my  ijresence. 
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TKSTIMnXY 


III  witness  wlicrnil",  I  li;i\<'  licri'iiiito  siihsriilK'd  my  iiaiiio  mid  iifiixcd 
my  sciil  <»r  otUtc  tlii.s  I'GtIi  «liiy  ol  l'\'briiiiry,  isiii'. 

[SKAL.J  t'LEMKNT    ItKAM'/IT, 

Sotarij  I'tihlic. 


Jhpihsitioii  of  fhiinrH  Kran,  srahr. 


I'KLAlilC   SKALIiNU. 


StATK   or   r.\I,ll'(»|{MA, 

Clljl  (iiul  Count ji  of  Son  Fnuicisro,  ss : 

Jiiiiu's  Kcaii,  liiivin^'  lu'j'ii  duly  sworn,  dcposos  and  says:  T  resides  in 
Victoria,  iSritisli  (Joliiml)la;  my  occupation  is  tliat  ol  a 
Hoamaii  and  seal  iiiintiM'.     I   first  went  seal  iiiintin};'  in 
ISSJJ  on  tlic  s<tlio(nicr  Osoir  oinl  llttfliv.     Slic  had  six 
boats  and  a  stern  boat,  three  men  to  eacli  b<»at.     She 
was  aniied  witli  shotjiuns  aii<l  lilies.     1  shipped  as  a 
hunter.     We  h'lt   N'icloria   tlie  hitler  part   ot  Kebriiaiy  and   went   oil" 
soiitli  to  tlie  Columbia  K'iver  and  coiiiiuenced  sealiiijL;  oil'  there  and  fol- 
lowed the  herd  ahmjn'  the  coast  up  to  the  l»erinj>'  Sea, 
i!.iitii;s.a,  liiiKni   iipiiviiij;'  there  sometime  in  -Iniie.     We  cau/^ht  some 
where  about  ."iOO  seals  before  eiiteriiii''  tlie  sea,  of  all 


ICNIH'lirllcc, 

Oncar   and  llattie. 


\»m. 


«>iil(triiii 


iiiiili 


MiOoiii.v  tiiktii  fc  Uiixls.  There  were  a  yood  iii;«iiy  females  ainoii^'  them; 
tlieii  was  a  ^(mmI  many  more  of  them  than  males,  but 
the  exact  number  I  do  not  know.  The  old  females  had  you ii};' pups 
in  them.  I  saw  them  taken  out,  and  a  ^ood  many  of  them  skiune<l. 
We  ('iitered  the  sea  and  cauj;Iit  about  1,000  in  there.  We  sealed  all 
over  on  this  side  of  the  Herinj;'  Sea,  sometimes  beiiifj'  over  \'A)  miles  oil' 
the  seal  islands,  and  sometimes  we  were  closer.     I  did  not  pay  any  at- 

Niiisiiii:  i.iiiiiirs  tention  to  the  ]»roportioii  of  females,  but  I  know  we 
tsUr.i.  s..7n.;  ..v.r  KHi  skiiiiied  a  jjri'at  many  that  were  jiivinji'  milk,  becaiis*'. 


nil 


li'H  ti'iiiii  islands 


^^•ulu^l^  ttieh.  iHim. 


the  milk  would  run  from  their  breasts  onto  the  deck 
Avhen  they  werebeinji'  skinned.     We  killed  mother  seals  in  milk  over  100 
miles  from  the  seal  islands.     We  generally  shoot  them  when  they  are 
asleeji  on  the  water. 
Ill  1800  1  went  out  in  the  WaJivr  h'ich.    She  had  eiuht  boats,  three 
men  to  a  boat.    We  had  shotj-uns  and  rilles,  using  the 
former  almost  altogether.     We  left  Victoria  about  the 
latti'r  i)art  of  March,  and  came  ihiwii  oH"  the  Columbia  liiver  and  com- 
menced sealing  as  tlie  previous  year,  sealing  along  the  coast  to  the 
.  IJiMing  Sea,  arriving  there,   1  think,  about  the  1st  of 
eiit.'i'i'i'i^-^"''  '""  "    July.    We  caught  between  ."{00  and  400  seals  on  the 
coast,  and 'i(jO  in  the  IJering  Sea.     We  sealed  on  the 
s.iii.MiiVc.inintoir>o  Ameriean  siiJe  of  the  IJering  Sea  around  the  Tribilof 
„ui.,s  Iron,  .sian.is.       ,^,.,,„|j,^  auy  wdcrc  IVom  10  to  loO  miles  off.     The  cap- 
I'lopoitionipfiv-   tiire  of  1  !■•;*!)  was  about  the  same  in  iiroportion  to  sex 

Wnjirrt. 


as  the  year  before.  We  sold  our  skins  in  Victoria.  In 
18S0  I  receiveil  §4  for  every  skin  I  got,  and  in  ISOO 
received  ^?>  for  every  skin  I  got.  I  think  I  got  half  of  what  I  killed 
and  wounded.  I  do  not  think  that  the  green  hunters 
get  more  than  one  out  of  every  four  or  live  that  they 
kill.  The  seals  weri!  not  near  as  ple.itii'al  along  the 
coast  and  IJering  Sea  in  1801  as  they  were  in  18!K). 
They  wanted  me  to  ship  this  year  on  a  sixth  lay,  that  is,  every  sixth  skiu 
was  to  be  mine,  but  I  thought  the  seals  were  so  scarce  it  would  not  pay 


AViistc  of  life. 


Dt'croase. 
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Dit'  to  >>>.  it  is  flic  ( <iiiiiiioii  cniivcrsiitioii  iiinoii};'  us  liiiiitrrs  tliat  t\u^ 
seals  nvi>  j't'ttiiiK  so  sriiir*'  if  dm's  im\  piiy  lor  us  to  <;o  uud  liuut  tlu'iii 
iiiihvss  tlu'.v  will  ;:ivi'  us  a  Itfttri'  pri<-<'  per  skin,  and  a  ;ir«'at  inauy  of 
tlieuld  liuntcis  would  not  u<*  (JUt  this  year  on  that  arcount. 

.Iamks  Kkan. 

Sid)S('iH»t'd  and  swoi  n  frobeloic  nic  this  Kith  dayt>t  April.  A.  I).  1S!»1». 

|l..  S.)  CLKMr.NT    UkNM'/IT. 

Sotafy  I'lililiv. 


Di position  of  >lu))ii's  Kv)niri{fi,  .scohr  {Itoiit  iHilhr). 

l'ELA(il<    SI;AL1N(J. 


Kxprrii'iiic. 


Maijiiie  h'lim.  I  SSI. 


STATI;   of  ('ALiroKMA, 

Citji  <nitl  Coinitif  of  San  Frattcixvo,  ss: 

flames  Kenuedy,  haviu};'  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  ami  says:     I   am 
now  resitlinj;-  in  8a n  Kraiu'iseo.     My  oceupation  is  that 
of  a  sailoi'.     I  went  to  the  North  I'aeitic  and  ISeriuj;' 
Sea   on   the  s<'hooner  Mat/fiir  h'oxs,  of  which  Captain 
Olseii  was  master,  in  the  early  part  of  May,  l.SSJ.     I 
shipped  as  a  boat  puller.     We  sailed  from  Vietmia,  IJritish  Columbia, 
ami  bore  due  north  to  the  IJerinj;'  Sea.     VVhen  we  arrived  there  we  Inul 
some  seventy  ttve  to  eiyhty  seals,  thegreater  pai-t  of  which  were  females, 
sonn' of  which  had  pups  in  them.     VVe  entered  the  lleriny  Sea  about 
the  latter  i>art  of  July  and  captured  2(iO  seals  fr>m 
lit)  to  100  miles  ott"  the  seal  islands.    A  larye  propor- 
tion of  them  were  females  nursing  their  younjn-,  and 
their  teats  were  large  and  full  of  milk.     VVe  Inul  foui*  io"i(m"mii.'M  ('iilin  iTs 
boats  aboard,  each  boat  having  a  hunter,  steerei-  and  '"'"'" 
boat-puller,  and  used  rifles.    On  an  average  we  got  one  oi-  two  out  of 
every   six  or  seven  that  we  wounded  or  killed.     In 
1888,  I  nuide  a  tishiiig  voyage  to  the  Bering  Sea,  and 
while  in  there  heard   the  captain  and  oflicers   discussing  about   the 
decrease  of  seals  on  the  islands  and  in  the  water.     1 
heard  it  discussed  on  our  return  at  the  different  ports 
ive  put  in  at,  and  also  in  Victoria  on  our  arrival,  and  all  said  the  seals 


Iti'iinjj 
iiiK  of. 


^IM.      Clllfl- 


Kciiialrs  in   milk   20 


WiiHIc  of  life. 


were  decreasing. 


James  Kennedy, 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  ir)th  day  of  Aju'il,  A.  D.  1802. 


[L.  S.] 


ClEMEM'J"    15  ENN  E'l'l', 

Notary  Public. 


0\     ;      -i 


....   ^  . 


7'> 


MV.i' 


Deposition  of  James  Kieman,  staler  (master). 
arctio  and  antarotic  sealing. 

State  of  Calieounia, 

City  ami  (Joiinty  of  San  Franeiseo,  ss: 

.Tames   Kiernan,  having  been  duly  sworn,  (b'poses  and  says:  I  am  a 
master  nmriner  by  profession,  and  a  resident  of  Cali- 
fornia.    1  have  been  engaged  in  seal  hunting  since       '^p«''«">-o. 
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TESTIMONY 


Antarctic  R(^al{ng. 


1843.     My  first  voyafi'c  w;isfVoin  Nowitort,  1?.  I.,  to  tlu'. 
east  coast  of  South  Aiiicrica,  at  Lohos  Island,  otV  tlic 


H\ 


i. 


til 


■    !■ 


tciV.s'"^S!S'Vita;   "loutli  oftlu*  river  Platte,  at  Castillos   Island,  and  (.n 

ftniiiii,  iind  Fuiki'iinii  tlie  east  <'oast  of  l'ataj>onia.     Afterwards  1  went  to  the 

rHllu:"""  "^'""'""^    Falkland  Islands,  to  the  South  Shetland  Islands,  and 

to  the  west  <;oast  ()f  Patagonia.     In   those  days  we 

iMstructionofrook-  \i\]\Q^\  ti„.  seals  ou  laud  with  clubs,  but  all  those'  rook- 

pries. 

eries  have  since  been  destroyed  throujih  the  constant 
hnntinjj  of  the  seals.     Afterwards  I  cauieto('aliforniaan<l  iiuide  my  lirst 

seal  huntin}«'  voyage  iu  the  North  Pacific  in  1S(>S  and 
Aivticscaiinu.  jj^  |,„^.,.  i^ccut  years  in  lleriny  Sea.  I  have  given 
nnu'h  attention  t<>  the  study  of  seal  life  as  well  as  to  the  nu'tlntds  of 
hunting  iu  the  sea  and  the  consequent  effect  of  this  upon  the  possible 
exti'rininatiou  of  the  seal.  I  usually  eounnenite  the  voyage  near  the 
coast  of  California  in  the  early  part  of  .January  and  continue  along  up 
the  coast,  folh)wing  the  herd  on  its  wav  to  its  breeding  grounds  until 

the  latter  part  of  June,  hunting  all  the  way  and  enter- 
>'nU'r\u'' ^ulul^Tiu"'.  ^"J^"  l»^'i''"M"  ^^'•1'  about  tlic  1st  of  .luly,  anti  remaining 

in  those  waters  until  about  the  lOtlioi'  l.^th  of  Septem- 
ber.   My  experience  has  been  that  the  sex  of  the  seals  usually  kil!e<l 

bv  hunters  emi)love<l  on  vessels  und<'r  mv  command. 
ihIm?kVa'cow"'  "''  l>o^'» "'  the  ocean  and  P.ering  Sea,  were  c(»ws.     I  should 

say  that  not  less  than  so  per  cent  of  those  caught  ea«'h 
year  were  of  that  sex.     I   have  observed  that    those   killed   in   the 

North  Pacific  weremostly  fcmah'sc;'rrying  their  yotiiig, 
(•.•maic!.''^in  N'ornr'f'a-  'i'"^  wcre  gciu'rally  caught  while  asleeep  <ui  the  water, 
riiic  and  iiiirsiiiji  le    while  thosc  takcu   iu  the  Uering  Sea  wer«'  nearly  all 

males  in  licniiK  Sea.  .,  ,       ■  -ii       i.i      j.    i       i    i    i-i.  1.1      ■  1 

mothei"  seals  in  milk,  tliat  had  h'ft  their  young  and 
were  in  search  of  food.  My  experience  convinces  me  that  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  seals  innv  killed  by  shooting  with  rifles 
and  shotguns  ar<'  lost.  My  estimate  would  l)e  that  two 
out  of  every  three  killed  are  lost. 

Formerly  the  killing  was  done  by  spearing,  and  in  later  years  it  was 
learned  that  shooting  them  was  a  swifter  inetliod  of  killing.  At  the 
start  tin'  hunters  were  inexi)erience<l  and  a  large  proi»ortion  were  lost. 
Many  are  shot  while  asleep;  some  while  breeching,  hut  such  are  more 
difficult  to  kill.  I  never  havi'  known  of  seals  being 
lamsiui;''  ^''""'  ""  born  in  the  water.  In  fact  I  (h>  not  believe  they  arc, 
except  by  accident,  in  which  cases  they  would  certainly 
die,  as  young  seals  have  to  be  taught  to  swim  by  their  iiu)ther,  just  as 
children  have  to  be  taught  to  walk.  My  knowledge  being  from  Icuig  e\- 
p  rience,  is  that  the  si'als  arc  becouiing  gradually 
scarcer  in  the  northern  waters,  particularly  so  in  later 
ye.irs.  The  (-ause  of  this  decrease  1  believe  to  be  the  iiidiscriminatc 
slaughter  of  the  mother  seals.  They  are  hunted  too  much,  ami  hence 
mother  seals  are  be(H)ining  scarcer,  which,  if  not  checked,  will  lead  to 
their  early  extermination.  ( 'onstant  shooting  has  frightened  them  and 
made  them  wild,  so  that  they  have  to  be  sliot  at  great  distances  unless 
found  asleep.  Much  dcpencis  for  successful  hunting,  upon  the  weather, 
as  it  is  dilUcult  to  get  .iocurate  aim  when  both  the  hunter's  boat  and  the 
seal  are  in  motion.  A  poor  hunter  does  i;')^  sec ! ire 
hnntor."'"" ""  "  *'  inoi'O  tliaii  OIK'  out  of  cvciy  five  shot  e;  aimed  at, 
(Jood  hunters  do  better.  I  think  many  of  the  mo'her 
Heals  go  fnuu  their  breeding  grounds  on  tlu'  islands  many  miles  into 
the  Pacific  Ocean  in  search  of  food,  often  to  a  distance  of  ir>0  to  ISO 
miles.    They  travel  very  fast,  anil  it  is  ou  these  excursions  that  many 
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of  tlioin  aro  killed.     Tlu' niotlicr  doi'S  not  leavr  the  rookery  in  sciircli 

of  food  until  slie  lias  dro|»ped  licr  yonn};' and  become  preynant  aj;ain, 

hence  when  she  has  been  slain,  it   nusnis  the  loss  of 

three,  as  the  younj^' i>np  will    nn(|Uesti<)nably   die  for 

lack  of  sustenance.     There  is  no  way,  in   my  Judj;iM»'nt,  of  preventing 

the   seals   from    beinj;-  totally  exterminated.  exc»'pt  by  elVectnally  pro- 

hibitin*:'  tlu;  hnntin<>' of  them,  both  in  the  ocean   and 

Bering'  Sea  durinji'  their  breeding'  season,   say    from 

l''ebinary  until  October,  on  the  principle  of  the  jiam- 

in;i'  laws  on  the  land.     Th<    last   vessel    I   w»^ut  «Hit  in  was  the  Snpliit' 

Siitluiland,   dnriny   the   season   of    bSlU.     I    went  as      .,,,.,,,     , 

saMinji'  nnister.     Ihe  vessel   was    warned  out   ot    the 

ISeiin^  Sea   by  the  revenue  ciitt«'r   h'lisli.     She  met  ns   near  Akatan 

Island,  eastward  of   I'nalaska.     We  tl:en  left  the   llerinji' Sea  at  once 

and  returiu'd  to  San  Francisco.     I   iiave  often  conversed   with   nniny 

other  jtersons,  wli<»  lik"  myself  were  en^ajied  in  sealinji',  and  they  a}»i<'c(' 

with  me  in  the  statenu'nts  herein  made  a.s  to  the  destruction  an<l  dis 

appearance  of  the  seals  in  the  northern  wat(MS.     My  view  of  the  nuittt 

could,  1  have  no  doubt,  be  cori'ob(»rated  by  hundreds  of  persons  experi 

enccd  in  sealinfi",  if  they  be  found.     At  this  season  of  the  year,  howevei, 

they  are  absent  from  the  coast  hunting;'  and  lishiny'  on  the  oc«'an. 

.lAS.    K  IK  UN  AN. 

Subs(!ribed  and  sworn  to  befor«'me  this  (!th  <lay  of  April,  A.  I).  1S!»L'. 

Cl-EMKN  r   IMo.NM'/n-. 

Xotitty  Piihlic. 


Depofiition  of  James  haflhi,  shipjtiiHi  dtpiit.  <(ihI   nKOKiffiiH/   oicui-r   of 

NcaliiK/  rcs.svls. 
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From  my  «^xperion(U'  in  dcaliii};  with  tlie  people  interested  in  sealing, 

and  from   my  own  personal  observation,  I  know   the 

seals  are  deereasinj--  very  fast  in  P>erinj>-  Sea,  and  it  is 

a  eonnnon  remark  among-  seamen  wiio  ship  on  ^e.iling  vessels  that  they 

do  not  care  abont  H'oing,  foi-  there  is  nothing  in  it,  and 

s-Miinr'""'''''""*" "'  *^"'>'  t^'***^*^  ^^'^'^  ^'''1*  ^'"^t   '"■*'  ''^^'^  "1>  "'"^  ^'^"  ^^'^ 
nothing  else  to  do.     It  is  very  important  that  the  seals 

I'n.irriii.M  iieccs.  be  prote<'ted  in  the  waters  of  the  North   Pacific  and 

'"'"'"  Bering  Sea  fj'om  being  killed  by  hnnters,  or  they  will 

be  so  near  exterminated  in  a  short  time  that  it  will  pay  no  one  to  hunt 

them. 

James  Latlin. 

Snbscribed and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1(»th  day  of  Ajnil,  A.  1).  ISIL'. 
[l.  S.J  Clement  Uhnnett, 

Notary  Puhliv. 


Exin'rience. 


Deposition  of  Isaac  Liehes,  furrier. 

pelagic  sealin'    and  general  seal-skin  industry. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  (Jaunty  of  Nan  Francisco,  ss: 
Isaac  Liebes,  iiaving  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  •:0'f\,]:^  !i 

San  Francisco,  Cal.     I  am,  and  iiave  been  I'.i     ;/ir<;'  l.iwt 

twenty-three  years,  by  occupation  a  fur  merchant,  dur- 
ing which  time  1  have  handled  more  raw  fur  seal  skins  than  any  other 
individual  in  the  United  States  or  Canada,  and  more  than  any  Hrm  or 
coiporation  exee^)t  the  lessees  of  the  sealeries  of  the  I'ribilof  and  Com- 
maiuler  islands.  1  claim  to  be  thoroughly  aciiuainted  with  all  kinds  ot 
seal  skins,  and  from  all  the  ditt'erent  h)calities,  and  can  readily  dis- 
tinguish one  from  the  other.  1  am  also  th<u'oughly  familiar  with  the 
mode  of  capturing  the  seals,  both  (Ui  land  and  in  the  water,  and  iu 
haiulling,  packing,  and  shipping  tiie  skins.  My  business  as  a  manu- 
facturer of  furs  has  also  nuule  me  equally  familiar  with  the  dressed 
and  dyed  seal  skins.  The  greater  part  ot  the  raw  seal  skins  which 
have  juissed  through  my  hands  weie  from  seals  captured  at  sea,  and  it 
is  with  this  feature  of  seal  hunting  that  1  am  more  especially  familiar. 
1  speak  from  personal  observation  and  experience  in  describing  the 
marine  sealing  fleet,  and  the  business  of  marine  seal  hunting. 

The  sealing  fleet  is  com]>ris*'d  almost  exclusively  of  small  sch(»(»ncrs, 

earrying  from  five  to  thirty  nu'ii,  some  of  the  cvew 
aiuulittft.li'.'*'  ""'*'  being  exclusively  white  men  and  some  of  them  mixed, 

white  nu'n  and  Indians.     Tiiey  are  fitte<l  with  the  nee 

essary  boats,  guns,  spears,  gatts,  water  butts,  and  other  implir.iients 

required  for  seal  killing  and  to  enable  the  hunters  to  remain  away  from 

the  vessel  iu  their  boats  fnv  several  consecutive  hours.    The  vessels 

leave  port,  the  most  of  them  going  out  either  tVoni  N'ictoria  or  San 

^   ,.,    „       ,,      Francisco  in  the  early  si)ring,  and  connnence  their  sea- 

«iiisiii  April  or  iiiiiy  sou's  wHU'k  oft  Cape  I'Mattcrv  in  April  «»r  the  earlv  part 

part.. I  May.  of  May.    They  then  follow  the  seals  upon  their  north- 

Tiiiic  of  .Mteriug  \var<l  jiassage  towards  I'ering  Sea  and  finally,  in  .June 

'"""  ^"'  or  early  in  .luly,  into  those  waters,  killing  every  anini'ii 

possible  as  they  go.     They  formerly  ctunmenced   their  voyages  stiii 
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Orcjioii  c'oast.     Of  the  class  of  seals  taken   I   can  say,  from  ])ers(Hial 

observation  on  board  sea  11  nj;' vessels,  as  well  as  from  knowled^i'e  jjained 

in  l)uyin<i'  and  handlinji'  the  skins  from  seals  killed  in  the  I'acitic,  that 

in  the  sjuing  J)."»  per  cent  of  them  aie  cows  heavy  with 

pnp;  4  j)er  eent  are  pups  less  than  1  year  old,  born  the 

jtrinious  summer,  and   1   per  cent   males,  most  of  the 

latter  not  exceedin*;-  2  or  .'{  years  old.     The  Tunnber  of 

seals  actually  secured  to  the  number  killed  does  not 

exceed  about  one  in   four,  or  about  one  is  taken  for  every  three  d«'- 

stroyed,  varying,   of  course,    with   the  skill  and  experience  of   the 

hunters. 

Th(^  averaj-e  market  VJilne  of  seal  skins  taken  in  the  water  as  c(»m- 
pai'ed  with  that  of  aninials  pr(»perly  selected  on  the 
seal  islands,  either  of  Alaska  or  Siberia,  is  about  one- 
third.  The  fornu'r  are  mostly  preginmt  cows,  the  fur 
of  which  is  thin  and  poor,  compared  with  the  males,  and  the  skins  are 
riddled  more  or  less  with  bullets  and  buckshot,  makinj;' them  (uactically 
unfit  for  first  class  {garments. 

Of  late  years  most  of  the  cat.  lies  of  northwest  skins  are  sold  at  a 
certain  price  i»er  skin,  without  particular  examination.  The  dealers, 
knowing  the  location  from  which  the  skins  are  obtained,  make  an  av- 
erage price,  and  owners  and  hunters  are,  therefore,  less  particular  than 
thev  were  in  formci'  vears  as  to  the  class  of  animals 
they  capture.  They  kill  everything  they  see  without  ._  i'"ii«<riminai..  kiu- 
regard  to  age  or  sex,  their  oidy  object  being  to  swell 
the  total  number  of  the  catch  to  the  highest  possible  fl,;^''ure. 

J  have  noticed  in  examining  the  skins  of  the  northwest  or  ''  Victoria 
eaten  "  liming  the  last  two  years  that  they  average 
much  smaller  iw  size  than  they  fornu'rly  did.  The 
laige  breeding  cows,  of  which  this  catch  used  to  contain 
a  considerable  percentage,  are  now  almost  entirely  absent,  showing 
conclusively  tiiat  the  old  st<»ck  has  been  exterminat«'d,  and  the  sup|»ly 
ujion  which  they  are  now  drawing  is  compiised  of  younger  animals. 

The  practice  of  using  shotguns  charged  with  bucksliot  is  wo-king 
hav(K'  in  the  seal  herd.  The  shots  scatter,  and  many 
animals  are  wounded  and  escape  that  afterwards  die  of 
their  wounds.  This  is  conclusively  proved  by  the  fact  that  many  skins 
kn(twn  to  the  trade  as  "stinkers"  are  brought  in  and  offered  for  sale; 
so  called  because  they  have  been  taken  by  passing  vessels  from  seals 
found  dead  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  It  is  well  known  that  seals 
which  are  killed  at  sea  and  sink  beyond  the  reach  of  the  hunter's  gaff 
risj'  to  the  surface  after  decomposition  sets  in.  Naturally,  those  thus 
picked  up  are  but  a  small  part  of  the  number  that  actually  perish  in 
the  water,  in  conseiiuence  of  their  wounds.  If  all  the 
seals  were  taken  as  they  were  by  the  Indians  in 
formei'  years,  by  spearing,  their  destruction  would  b<'  nothing  near  as 
great  as  it  is.  If  the  spear  dart  touches  the  animal  but  lightly  he 
goes  oti'  with  a  slight  wound  and  (piickly  recovers,  while  if  it  fairly  |)en- 
etrates  his  body  his  capture  is  reasonably  certain,  for  the  spear  is 
attached  by  a  line  to  the  canoe,  and  the  seal  can  not  escape.  I'nfor- 
tunat«'ly,  a  great  nnijority  of  tiie  seals  are  now  kiUed  with  guns  instead 
of  s| tears. 

The  idea  of  capturing  seals  in  the  water,  when  they  are  farther  off 
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shore  than  the  Iiuliaii  oiiiioos  can  safely  folh)w  thom.  oii^iinated  in  San 
Francisco.     A  single  schooiiei-  was  fitted  out  and  met 
wh.-ii  aii.i  iii.w  p.-   ■^vif],  success.     She  was  afterward  joiu(d  bv  others,  and 
Tiiuuly  by  a  snnul  fleet,  neauy  all  American  vessels. 
1  feel  confident  that  this  entire  seal-hunting  business  would  have  re- 
mained in  the  hands  ot  San    Franciscans,  and  b«^en  controlled  from 
this  port  under  the  American  Hag,  had  it  not  been   for  the  action  of 
our  (lovernnient  in  discouraging  and  forbidding  the  participation  of 
American  vessels  in  the  taking  of  .seals,     When  it  becanu'  known  that 
British  vessels  then  engaged  in  the  tra'iewere  receiving  jn'otection  and 
privileges  denu'd   to   American   sealers,  steps  were  at  once  taken  to 
Tiansi.r  of  AiiMTi-  P^'<^^'^  uiauy  of  the  Aiuericau  Heet  under  the  British 
.Mil  v.ssids    t.i   tiir  Hag.     If  tlie  business  had  been  k«'pt  in  San  Francisco 
""'"''  """  I  do   not  believe  it  would   have  reached  its  present 

proportions.     lint  if  it  had  we  should  still  have  the  i>leasure  of  deiiving 
the  beneH'"  from  it  which  now  goes  to  the  Canadians. 

I  am  very  well   acipniinted  with  the  cla>s  of  vessels  engaged  in 

sealing.     The  m<»st  of  them  are  of  less  than  100  tons 

seMmrmiVfiV''*^'^^^  *    buidcu,  and   a  fair  estimate  of  their  average   value 

would  be,  I  should  say,  about  $4,r)00  per  vessi'l,  for 

both  the  American  and  British  Heet,  and  about  !Sli,000  would  cover  the 

average  <(K>t  of  an  entire  outHt  for  a  seasim's  work.    The  total  value 

of  tlie  C;i  •;  ■'"'■   sealing  Heet  is  not,  after  all,  as  much  as  the  sealers 

would  lead  )  supi)ose  from  their  representations. 

The  ([uantii..     v"  northwest  or  ''  Victoria"  seals  that  were  dressed  and 

dyed  in  the  Tnited  States  for  home  consnmi)tion,  and 

„,',';,';;';:  '"■'«'""i"i"n   never  reached  the  London  market,  1  estimate  as  ft»l- 

hnvs:  18S0,  0,000;  IS! Ml.  4,500;   l8iM,  2,100.     These  es- 

tiniates  are  made  up  tVoni  niemorandai  1  have  been  accustomed  to  keei> 

from  tinu'  to  time  of  the  nund)er  of  skins  ottered  for  sah',  and  which  did 

not  go  forward  to  London  as  shown  by  the  trade  sale  catalogues. 

1  have  known  of  several  exjieditions  thut  have  been  Htted  out  for  the 

,.    purpose  of  following  and  captuiing  the  seals  after  thev 

(icin's  til  limit  srais  Icavc  the  I'ribllof  Lshuuls  and  are  making  their  south 

i'Ii'mTs '''"^ '""  ""^^  '"  ^•""  ^'t>in"''^*^'"  -^'1  these  expeditions  have  proved  utter 
failures,  whicli  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the 
female  seals  at  that  i)eriod  of  the  year  are  not  ln'avy  with  young  as 
they  are  in  the  spring,  nor  as  fat  as  at  a  later  iieriod,  and  the  hunters 
can  not  easily  get  within  gunshot  distance  ttf  them.  They  are  much 
less  likely  to  be  found  asleep  at  this  season,  and  traveling  seals  are 
dillicult  to  shoot  and  still  more  dirticult  to  take  in  before  they  sink. 
The  hunters  have  an  idea  that  tlu'  sleeping  seals  are  bnoye<l  up  by  an 
inHated  internal  air  bladder.  Whether  this  is  8<)  or  not  it  is  certain 
that  a  '*slee[»er"  is  more  likely  to  be  secured  after  it  is  shot  than  a 
"traveler." 

The  male  seals  of  merchantable  size  <lo  not  internnn- 
gle,  I  believe,  to  any  extent  with  the  cows  caught  ott' 
the  coast  of  North  America.  They  nnike  their  north- 
ern passage  separate  from  the  others,  and  further  ott"  shore.  As  they 
are  more  constantly  on  the  alert  than  the  females,  the  sealers  have  met 
with  little  success  in  hunting  them.  It  is  only  the  cow,  heavy  with 
pup,  which,  in  consetinence  of  her  condition,  is  Jess  active  and  alert, 
t)uit  falls  an  easy  piey  to  the  hunters. 

I  havi'  never  known  of  any  pup  seals  being  caught  in  the  water  (except 
those  in  end)ryo)  that  wer«'  less  than  several  months  old,  nor  ar«'  any 
stu'li  ever  ottered  to  the  trade,  showing  conclusively  to 
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fre<|npntly  offici-  '"black  pups"  tbi-  sair,  but  only  sncli  ns  tliey  liiive 
icniuvrd  from  tlic  \voiiil>ot'  the  iiiotluT  seal.  Tln' iHceiiiii};'  seals,  as  Car 
as  1  can  learn  from  extended  iiu|uiry,  do  not  come  upon  land,  except  at 
tlieir  ro^iidar  rookeries,  and  there  are  noiu' of  tliost- out- 
side of  the  llerinjn'  S«'a.  island^  and  iJctbben  liaidv. 
Youny  seals  are  sometimes  <lriven  for  a  few  hours  l>y 
stress  of  weather  into  the  inlets  about  the  Straits  of  Kuca  and  vicinity. 

The  seals  to  which  I  have  thus  far  had  reference  are 
known  to  myself  and  to  the  trade  as  the  Northwest  AhiskVHlX'i.\iii''!i 
Coast  seals,  sometimes  also  <'alled  '' Vict<)rias."'  This  iin.i  .liii.r  rn.ni  (.iii.r 
herd  belonjis  solely  to  the  I'ribilof  Islands,  and  is  '"'"'**■ 
easily  distinj>uishable  by  the  fur  from  the  fur-seals  of  the  other  north- 
ern rookeries,  and  still  easier  from  those  of  the  south.  All  expert  seal- 
skin assorters  are  able  to  tell  one  from  the  othei'  (»f  either  of  these  dif- 
ferent herds.     lOach  has  its  own  characteiistics  and  values. 

Owing"  to  the  decrease  of  fur-seals  on  our  own  coast  maiine  hunters 
have,  during-  the  last  few  years,  turned  their  attention  ii,i„tiii.-  i.  ,•  i  n  « 
to  the  Asiatic  waters,  and  are  now  hunting  them  inmsi.rmi  loAsintir 
there.  These  Asiatic  seals  have  their  breeding  grounds  ""''"' 
on  the  Commander  lslan«ls  and  Kobben  Banks.  Last  year  several  ad- 
ditions were  made  to  the  Asiatic  fleet  and  large  cat«*hes  were  secured 
in  those  waters,  including  tlu^  httingoxit  of  still  further  expeditions  this 
season  for  the  same  business.  The  distance  is  s(»  gn'at  from  this  coast, 
and  typhoons  are  so  lialde  to  be  encountered,  that  much  larger  vessels 
are  htt«Ml  out  and  e(|uipped  with  more  boats  to  each  vessel  than  on  the 
American  side  (►f  the  Pacilic.  I'nless  restricted,  they  will  in  a  very 
few  years,  by  the  <lestru(;tion  of  the  breeding  seals,  deplete  these  rook- 
eries, as  they  have  those  of  Alaska.  In  fact,  two  years  ag<»  last  year 
this  de]detion  had  already  become  ajtparent,  and 
last  year  the  Kussian  otlicer  in  charge  ordered  the 
catch  to  be  reduced.  I  feel  convincM'd,  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  others  familiar  with  the  business,  that  it  will  be  impossible 
for  the  company  having  the  privilege  <)f  sealing  there  to  take  this  year 
even  the  3(>,(MM)  to  whicli  the  quota  is  now  reduced. 

I  hud  in  handling  the  skins  taken  in  iJering  Sea  that  the  teats  of 
those  from  the  cow  seals  are  nnich  larger  and  nn>re      ,,,,.  ,. 

-  •  i.1  TVT  i.1  nUli'lClllC   III    C.llHll- 

developed  than    from    the  ones  taken  in  the  North   ti.m  ot    xoniiw.'.st 
Pacific  before  they  have  given   birth  to  their  young;   ">"' '^'ii""*-' «i«iiis. 
and  the  fur  on  the  belly  of  the  former  is  thinner  and  poorer  than  on  tln> 
latter,  as  the  result,  I  suppose,  of  the  heat  and  distension  of  the  udder 
••onsequent  upon  giving  milk. 

There  can  be  no  ([uestion,  in  my  opinion,  about  the  ultinnite  result  to 
the  I'ookeries  of  marine  st'aliiig.  If  it  is  continued  as 
it  has  been  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  the  seals  J.^"'*"*'""  """'■ 
will  be  so  nearly  wiped  out  of  existenc<'  in  a  short  time 
as  to  leave  nothing  to  (pnirri'l  about;  and  an  article  of  commerce  that 
has  afforded  a  vast  amount  of  condbrt  and  satisfaction  tn  a  large  class 
of  wearers  and  a  large  income  to  both  American  and  Uritish  merchants 
will  be  a  thing  of  the  ])ast. 

Isaac  Likuks. 

Subs<'ribed  and  sworn  to  before  nio  this  l(»th  day  of  May,  A.  I).  ISDii. 

[SEA-Lj  CJLEMIOxNT   JJKNNK'ri', 

Notary  I'ublic. 
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Deposition  of  Caleb  Limluhl,  srnirr  (master). 

ARC'I'IC   AND  ANTARCTIC   SEAIJNG. 

8TATK   OF  CAMI-'oRMA, 

('Hi/  and  Coiiuty  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Caleb  liiiidalil,  luiving  been  duly  sworn,  (b'i)osos  ami  says:  T  am  40 

years  oY  ajje.     1  reside  in  San  Francisco.     .My  oecnpa- 

Mattie  T.  Dyer.        tion   is  that  <>f  a  sealer.     I  tirst  \v«'nt  sealinj;  in  the 

IJering  Sea  in  ISKO  on  the  Mattie  T.  Dyer.     1  was  em 

l>loye(l  as  a  hunter.     Our  intention  was  to  <'ateh  seals  before  we  enterc  d 

tile  iJerinji  Sea.     We  left  Sau  Francisco  in  tlu'  latter  i>art  of  April,  but 

caujiht  u(t  si'als  between  here  and  Sauak.     We  sealed  from  there  to  the 

Akatau  Pass  and  csiuj-ht  75  seals,  mostly  females  with 

i.iegnaut  pni).     Some  of  the  young  they  had  inside  were  quite 

growu,  but  of  e<mrse  you  could  uot  tell  when  you  shot  a 

seal  lying  asleej*  whether  it  was  a  male  or  female.     We 

entered  tlie  Bering  Sea  in  the  latter  i»art  of  May.     We 

caught  no  seals  in  the  Bering  Sea.    Had  no  boats  out. 

The  Mattie  T.  Dyer  was  seized  soou  after  she  entered 

the  JJei'ing  Sea.     We  sh(tot  at  all  the  seals  we  get  a 

chance,  but  it  is  oidy  the  ones  that  we  find  ash'ep  that  we  catch.     On 

wist.oiiife  '"'  average  a  hunter  gets  one  seal  out  of  four.     Some 

hunters  do  not  get  that  many,  because  the  seals  sink 

out  of  sight  after  they  are  killed  before  we  can  get  them.     I  have 

known  of  poor  hunters  losing  nine  out  of  ten.    We  left 

on  the  Hancock  in  October,  1891,  to  go  on  a  sealing 

exi»edition  in  the  south  seas.    We  started  in  sealing 

olf  the  coast  of  Patagonia  and  sealed  in  those  seas 

until  ]\Iarch.    The  seals  are  nearly  all  killed  oft"  down 

there,  so  that  w«'  got  only  about  20  skins.     It  is  no  use  for  vessels  to  go 

there  sealing  any  more.    I  was  there  twelve  years  ago  on  a  sealing 

expedition  and  the  rookeries  were  full  of  seals.     Now 

"'  they  have  most  all  gone.    They  never  gave  the  seals  a 

chance  to  breed  there.    They  shot  them  as  soon  as 

tlu'y  came  ujt  on  the  rocks. 

if  they  keep  on  hunting  them  in  the  Bering  Sea  and  the  North  Pa- 
cific in  the  same  way  they  have  done  in  the  last  few 
neccs-  yeai-Sj  they  will  externnnate  them  in  the  same  way,  be- 
causemostall  the  seals  killed  are  females.  They<mng 
ones  will  all  die,  and  every  female  seal  you  shoot  makes  the  killing  of 
two,  because  after  the  seal  has  given  birth  to  her  young  the  pup  will 
starve  to  death  on  the  laud,  or  when  you  shoot  them  in  the  water  they 
may  have  a  pup  inside.  If  the  seals  on  the  South 
lumiH.*'' """"""''  ^"  Shetland  Islands  had  been  protected,  I  think  they 
would  have  been  there  by  the  million,  because  in  one 
year  tlu\v  took  .*i(M>,()()0  seals  from  the  Shetland  Islands.  I  have  very 
often  cut  a  seal  open  and  found  a  live  young  one  inside.  I  was  codtish- 
ing  in  the  Bering  Sea  in  the  schocuier  Hancocl'  in  l.SJM. 
Where  I  tished  there  were  no  seals  that  came  around 
that  part  of  the  sea.  From  what  I  learned  when  fish- 
ing in  the  Bering  Sea  there  are  not  nearly  as  many 
seals  there  as  there  were  ten  years  ago. 

Caleb  Lindahl. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  thisOth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  18*,)2, 
[L.  S.J  Clement  Hkn.nktt, 

Notary  rublic. 
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fhpo.sitiou  of  I],    II'.  IJtthjoliii.  .siiihr  [tiiilnlir). 

PKI.EiaC   SEAI.INO. 

I'].  W.  Lrni.E.TOiiN,  bciii^  <'"'.>'  ><worii.  (Icjtosi'.s  iuid  snitli:  I  reside 
,it  S;iii  rniiicisco,  Cal.  I  ;iiii  ;i  st'iH»tt('i' iiiid  scid  liiintci'  l»y  oct  ii|i;ilioii, 
:iiid  ;iiii  now  iiiastcr  (»f  tlic  scliouin-i'  /'<(o7,  wliicli  is  cii^iiiued  in  sea- 
otter  iiuntinji.  1  have  liad  eij;lit  (8)  years  expeiienee  in  tins  puisiiit 
in  tlie  waters  alonj-'  tiie  Alaskan  coast.  In  the  year 
lSS."».six  liiindred((J(M»)  fur  seals  wer(M*anjiht  diirin<;the 
month  of  .March  oil"  the  Karailon  Islands  (Calilornia).  .^ •j'^|,<'ii -"i  •'aniiio„a 
In  sul)set|n('nt  years  we  have  iiad  t<»  yo  fartiier  lutrth 
each  year  in  (»rder  to  secure  a  j-'ood  sprinj;'  cat<'h.  .My  experience  hats 
heen  that  fullv  J'O  i>er  <'ent  of  all  sealstaken  were  fe-      ,,„  ,   ,  , 

males,  andol  tliese  tw(»tiiir(ls  (■■)  were  mothers  m  nnlk.    i.fiiiii.N    ni   wiii.ii 
It  is  impossible  t«t  distinguish  tlie  sex  of  fur-seals  at    '"•'H'*'"!'^  "'"■*!"- 
sea  (exi'cptiny  larji*-  balls),  and  no  elfoit  is  ma<le  to  do  so,  tiie  ol)ject 
beinji'  to  secure  all  the  skins  possible;  hence  the  kill- 
iiiji'  is  indiscrinnnate.     I   iiave  ob.served  a  very  jireat 
de(;rease  in  f'iir-s«'al  life  since    1SS.5,  and  believe  it   is 
almost  entirely  due  to  the  larj;e  nund)er  of  vessels  en- 
gajicd  in  pelaj^ic  huntinjn'.     1  never  saw  pups  borii  in 
the  water,  nor  do  1  know  (»f  any  fur-seals  haulinji  up 
on  the  land  anywhere  save  the  rookeries  on  the  various   lamis. 
seal  islands  in  Uerinji-  Sea.     I  believe  that  in  order  to 
preserve  fur-seal  life  it  is  necessary  to  al>solutely  stop      I'roic.tion  n..  ,s 
pelaji'ic  hiintinii' and  maintain  a  close  sea.son  a^^ainst    '""^' 
killin.ii  tor  skins  on  the  J'ribilof  islands. 

E.  W.  LrniJMoiiN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.'Jth  day  of  .\pril.  1S!H». 

.I(»si',i'u  Ml  lv•l^\^. 
i'nital  ^^tl(tl^N  Tinifiury  A[j< iit. 
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IhposHion  of  WiU'uiiii   II.  Ijoiif/,  s<itlrr  [mate  hihI  mantcr). 

PELA(aC   SAELINU. 

8TATE   OF  CALirOKMA, 

City  (oul  CoKiitif  of  S<(n  Franvisvo,  .vs.- 

William   II,   IiOii>i-,  beiuj;'  duly  sw(U'n,  deposes  and 
occupation  a  seaman,  and  havetbllewed  the  sea  for  the 
last  iifty  years.     I  have  been  mate  and  master  of  ves- 
sels.    Vov  the  last  foui'  years  I  have  not  been  t<»  sea. 
In  l.SS.j  1  was  hunter  on  boaid  the  schooner   LoohiHit: 
in  I88(»  I  was  mate  of  her;  in  1S87  I  was  master  of  iier, 
I  was  eujuajued   durinjf  these  years  in  seal  and  otter 
huutiuj;-  in  the  Berin,i>   Sea.     The  seals  appear  otf  the 
coast  outside  of  the  heads  in  the  early  part  of  January, 
eling'  all  the  time  north,  and  from  that  time  on  to  June  they  are  tiav- 
eling  towards  the  Uerinji'  Sea.     I  used  both  shotguns  au«l   ritles.     1 
know  that  a  large  [U'ojKUtion  of  the  seals  taken  were     j.^i.,,^     pn.iM.riion 
m(»thers  in  i)up,  or  mothers  giving'  milk.  Init  I  paid  no   nik."!!  invmiaMt  or 
liarticular  atteutiou  to  the  percentage,    in  killing  seals  '""^'"s '"'««• 
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ill  tlu^  nerinj;  Sra,  «lnrin<>-  tlie  iiiuiiflis  of  Jiiik',  July,  Aujjiist,  iind  Scj)- 

NiiisiiiK.(.w>.kiii..i   t^iiilHT,  I   noticed  that  a  laijuc  iiiiiiiln',r  »>t  tln'iii  vcre 

ill  iiiiiiiy;  Ski  lo-jiKi  feiiialcs  aiHliiiot  lii'is  giviii};' iiiilk.    I  liavf  liilkMl  iiiotliors 

"'"'■" " '"'"'"'''•      ill  milk  all  the  way  tVoiii  !(►  to  2(M>  mih-s  off  shore.   The 

average  hunter  will  tire  ten  times  to  get  one  seal.  1  tiiink  on  an  aver- 
age he  gets  about  «)iie  seal  out  of  every  three  killed. 
Mother  seals  heavy  with  young  are  mueh  easier  taken, 
for  they  are  usually  aslei'j)  oti  the  water.  When  a  seal  is  shot  dead  ir 
almost  instantly  sinks,  and  it  is  only  secured  by  stun- 
ning it.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  the  sex  of  a  seal  in  the 
water.  The  seals  were  mueh  less  plentiful  the  last  year 
I  sealed  than  the  tirst.  I  attribute  thisdec-rease  to  the 
hunting  of  them  in  the  water,  and  the  inereased  numln'r  of  boats  and 
men  engag«'d  in  the  business  in  the  last  few  y<»ars.  I 
^  rior.,ii»u  iiK^cH.  think  if  scuiiething  is  not  done  to  proteet  seals  in  the 
North  Paeitie  and  Bering  Sea  they  will  become  exter- 
minated in  a  very  few  years. 

William  H.  Long. 

Subscribed  ami  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  April,  A.  I).  1.S92. 
[SEAL.J  Clemj:m'  IJennett, 

Notary  Vublie. 
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Deposition  of  Charles  Li<fjens,  sealer, 

PELAGIC   SEALING. 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  2»Jth  day  of  February,  1802,  at  my 
ollice,  W4  ('alitbrnia  street,  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco, 
State  of  California,  before  me,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  ]>ublic  in  and 
for  said  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  California,  duly 
appointed  and  commissioned  to  administer  oaths,  etc.,  personally  ap- 
peared Charles  Lutjens,  who,  being  tirst  duly  sworn,  testitied  as  follows: 

Charles  Lutjens,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testitied  as  follows: 

The  Notary  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  age,  residence,  and  occupation? — A.  My  name 
is  Charles  Lutjens;  I  am  50  years  of  age;  I  reside  in 
this  city,  and  am  by  occui>ation  a  seal  hunter. 
Q.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  United  States? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 
Q.  What  State  aie  you  a  resident  of? — A.  The  State  of  (Jalifornia. 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  were  that  you  have  taken  in 
the  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea? — A.  Principally  females. 
Q.  What  percentage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  cows  ? — A. 
About  J)0  i)er  cent. 

Q.  What  i)ercentage  of  the  cows  you  have  taken 

were  with  ]mp? — A.  About  70  per  cent,  I  should  say. 

Q.  When  does  sealing  comuienco  in  the  Pacitic  and 

when  does  it  end? — A.  It  commences  about  the  1st  of 

January  and  ends  about  the  last  of  .June. 

Q.  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  Bering  Sea  and  when  (Iocs 

it  end? — A.  Sealing  commences  in  the  Bering  Sea  about  the  .Ith  of 

July  and  ends  about  the  middU'  of  September. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  seals  are  taken  <'ompare(l  to 
those  you  destroy  in  doing  soj  in  other  words,  how 
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many  <lo  yon  aotiiiilly  i^vt  out  of  tliose  you  sho«)t  f — A.  I  should  sny  we 
iiv,\  about  so  per  rent  oftliose  we  slioot. 

(}.  Is  it  not  a  tix-t,  that  when  you  tirst  started  in  the  busiiu'ss,  and 
was  iiiexpeiienced  in  huntin;>',  that  you,  like  all  other  l)e<^'iiinei'8.  de- 
stroyed a  niueh  hirj^er  proportion  than  you  now  do? — A.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  that. 

Q.  Are  tin*  seals  j'ou  slioot  at  mostly  asleep  on  the  water  (U-  awake? — 

A.   Asleep. 

(j.  Do  you  shoot  at  tlnun  while  breeehinj;? — A.  We  shoot  at  them 
anyway  we  lind  them. 

Q.  I  lave  you  ever  seen  any  sejils  born  in  tin'  water, 
ami  is  it  your  opinion  thitt  it  is  impi>ssible  for  tliem  lo      vrUfr-,,.   uutii    im 
be  biu'u  in  the  waer? — A.  Seals  ean  not  be  born  in  the  piwsii.i... 
water. 

(i.  Do  you  know  of  any  plaee  where  seals  land  out- 
(mtside  of  the  seal  islands? — A.  No,  sir:  I  know  of  no   .  ,"";'  "v  ""'>  <"' 

,  '  '  IslilllUM. 

place. 

(i.  lias  there  been  any  deereasc  in  the  quantity  of  seals  as  (torn- 
pared  to  previous  years? — A.  There  has  been  a  de- 
crease. 

Q.  To  what  <lo  you  attribute  the  decrease? — A.  To  the  hunting;  of 
the  seals  in  the  Berinjf  Sea. 

Q.  Do  the  pups  perish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill? — A.  (Certainly. 
N()t  ahme  that,  but  they  j^enerally  leave,  while  they  yo 
into  the  Bering  Sea,  a  i)ui)  on  shore,  wiuch  also  dies,      '^'n"' i"'P»- 
from  not  beiiiy  able  to  j;'et  any  sustenance.    The  seal  whi<'h  is  killed  in 
the  lierinji:  Sea  nmy  be  with  pup,  and  also  has  a  pup  on  shore,  which 
make  the  killin}^-  of  three  seals  to  one. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion,  if  sealing;'  continues  unrestricted,  that  they 
will  soon  be  extermimited? — A.  Ves,  sir;  they  will  j><'t 
less  and  less,  and  will  soou  be  exterminated  if  all  seal-      ProtecUou  necs 
ins"  is  not  stopped    in    the   Bering  Sea  and  on   the  ""''y- 
islands. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in 
the  Beriiifi' Sea,  to  prevent  the  herd  from  beiny  (exterminated? — A.  It 
is  absolutely  necessary. 

Q.  What  months  in  the  year  do  you  think   they  should   be  i)ro 
tected? — A.  The  months  when  they  are  in  the  Bering 
Sea,  from  July  .Ith  to  Novembei-  1st.  ^-'""' " ""'" 

Q.  Do  you  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  ritle  (u-  a  shotgun? — A.  A 
shotgun  primdpally.  ^^,^  ,^,,^ 

Q.  What  kind  of  shot  do  you  use,  buckshot  or  line 
shot! — A.  Buckshot. 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  in  the  spring 
of  the  year,  during  ycmr    experience,  where  do   you      j,i„,„,|„ 
suppose  was  their  (lestinationl — A.  The  Bering  Sea.         '  '*"''  ""' 

cuakles  lutjens. 

State  of  California, 

Cit}/  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 
I,  Clement  Bennett,  a  notary  |ud)lic  in  and  tor  said  city  and  c<mnty 
of  San  Francisco,  do  hereby  certity  that  the  witness  in  the  ftu'cgoing 
dei)osition  mimed,  was  by  me  duly  swoin  to  testify  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth;  and  that  said  deposition  was 
reduced  to  writing,  and  wIumi  com[deted  was  carefully  read  over  to  ssiid 
witness,  and  by  him  subscribed  in  my  presence. 
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III  witiM'ss  wiicn'of  T  liiivr  licri'iiiilo  siihsn'ibcd  my  iiaiiir  iiiiil  nllixcMl 
my  s«;il  tdollicc,  tlii.s  li(»tli  day  of  KrlMiuiry,  ISKU. 

[SKAL.J  CLKMENT    IlKNNKTT. 

Notary  I'lihlic. 


t     ,  i 


KxplTirlu'c. 


J)eiK>.sifinn  of  Tlionnis  Iji/nns,  aiaUv  (bontjuiiUr). 

PKLAOIC    KHALINO. 

Statk  of  CALIFOKNIA, 

Citii  (mil  Couiitjf  of  San  Fninvism.  ss  : 

Thomas  Lyons,  liiiviii}'' Im'J'Ii  (Inly  sworn,  deposes  and   says:  I  reside 

in  Sail  Francisco.     My  (H'cnpation  is  that  of  a  seaman. 

On  the  L'4tli  of  Kehriiary,  ISST,  I   left  tiie  port  of  \'ic- 

toria,  British  Colnnibia,  on  a  sealing;-  voyajne  to  the  North  Pacific  and 

,  _^-  Beriiiff  Sea.     1  went  on  the  schooner '/'/•/»///»//,  of  which 

Capt.  Cox  was  master.     I  was  eiifiaji'ed  as  a  boat  puller. 

We  went  first  south  as  far  as  Cape  I>1an<'o,  sealinj;'  around  there  for 

about  two  inoutlis,  when  we  starte<l  north  to  the  Iieriiij;'  Sea.     We  were 

sealiii}^'  all  the  way  up  and  succeeding  in  capturinj;  l.'W  seals  before 

,,  ,    .  .  ,       entering  the  l»crin}jf  Sea.     The  majoritv  of  those  were 

(,i«s.  inosiiy    1.1. ^'    COWS,  tlic  huji'est  portion  ot  which  had  pujjs  in  thi'in. 

"'""  I  know  that  from  the  fact  of  seeinj;'  them  taken  out  and 

iLiiii^  Sill,  time  oi   tliiowu  overboard.     \\\'  went  into  the  IJerinj;'  Sea  aliont 

'""■''"-  tiie  2r.th  or  L'Sth  of  dune,  and  while  in  there  we  canj>lit 

N.ariy    all    taken  3,si>  seals,  uearlv  all  of  wliicli  were  mother  seals  in  milk, 

iiiirsiii};  .seals.  1  •    1    j-      j.    i     1  '  x-  ■  ii  -ii      ii  ^i 

which  tact  I   know  from  seeing  the  milk  now  on  the 
deck  while  we  were  skiiiiiin<;'  them.     We  took  them  a  j^ood  ways  from 
tiie  islands,  but  do  not  know'  how  many  miles.     We  ha<l  six  boats,  and 
a  hunter,  boat-puller,  and  steerer  for  each  boat,  and  used  sliotj»iiiis. 
Wiste (.riite  '''^'*^'  ''"'dcis  would  K<'t  on  an  aveiajje  two  out  of  every 

six  that  he  wounded  or  kilh'd.  Seals  were  quite  plenti- 
ful at  that  time,  and  there  were  lots  of  them  destroyed  that  we  did  not 
get. 

Thomas  Lyons. 

Snbseribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Mth  day  of  April,  A.  D. 

1S<»L'. 

[L.  S.J  Clement  liKNNETT, 

Aotury  L'xblie. 


Deposition  of  William  McTsaac.  .stahr  [Itoat-steercr  and  puller). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

('it If  ami  Conntif  of  San  Franeiseo,  ss  : 

William  Mclsaa*',  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 

a  sailor,  and  reside  at  San  Francisco.    1  went  to  the 

Kxpiri.ncc.  Bering  Sea  in  the  American  schooners  Alexainlrr  and 

AifxaiKier,  \i<s9.        Otter   ill  the  years  18S{>  aiul  1S{)0.      We  comim  need 

hunting  off  the  coast   here  and    followed   the  seals 

forward  theUeriug  Sea.     I  was  employed  as  boat-steerer  and  puller.    The 
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sclinoiicr  liiiil  Iniii'  Imiitiiiu  Ixiiits.  iind  ciicli   Ixnit    h;u\  ;i  Innit  sfccici'.  ;i 

IMillcr.  ami  a  Imiitrr.     WC  It'lt  licrc  in  tin-  .\lr.iiiinhr  in  tlic  hitter  eiiil 

of  Apiil,  and   anivi'il  in   tiic    ricrinj;  Sea  alxiiit  tlu' 

niontli  of.Iuly.     VVc  rau^ilit  alM.iil   Kto  or  :.(»(>  seals  !»('•   „„',i;ru''i,.,n!',i.s''""''' 

lore  we  ji'ot  to  the  Ueiiu;;  Sea.     I  don't  know  the  pre 

«'ise  nnnilier.     They  were  hulls  and  females  mixed  in.  l»nt   tin'  ^icneial 

run  of  them  wer«^  females.     The  hunters  shot  with  lilies  and   nsed  ear 

trid^it's  and   shot  at  all  kimls  they  saw.     They  als(» 

had  double  hai'icl  sli(»t^iins  ami  nnnle  their  own  eai- 

tridji«'s.     The  hunters  lost  a  ;;ood  nniny  of  the  seals  that  tlipyshotjte 

eause  they  eoidd   not  n'et  up  (juiek  enon^^h  t«»  ;net    them   liefore  they 

woidd  siidi.     We  would  use  a  hook   to  spear  them,  hut  sonn-tinu's  we 

could  not  often  jnet  hold  of  them  even  with  that.     The  iudls  ^ienerally 

suid;  (piieker  than  fenr.de  seals. 

When  we  skinned  tlie  females  that  we  killed  in   l>er- 
iiiji' Sea  we  would  tind  they  wer<^  mothers  in  milk,  as   tju!rin\1ri'i'n''''s''i.'' 
the   milk   was  runninj'' out  of  theii-  teats.     Several  of 
the  females  that  we  eau<;lit  in  the  oeean  were  in  pup,  but  the  pup  taken 
out  of  the  belly  was  of  no  use  for  anythinji,  ami  we  w<tnld  thiow  it  oxer- 
board.     Takiu}"'  the  f^'eneral  averaj;e.  we  wouhl  not  get 
more  than  2  seal  out  of  every  1<>  that  the  hunters  sliot 
at.     Out  of  ev«'ry  (m  seal  that  was  brought   al»oai(l  tli«' schooner  I  got 
1,  so  I   tried   to  spear  as  many  as  I  coidd  after  they  were  !*lHtt.     N\'c 
<'aug1it  moi-e  seals  in  tin;  lleiing  Sea  than  we  did  going  al(»ng  the  coast, 
as  we  found  more  of  them.     \Ve  did  not   conu'  across  any  revenue  cut- 
ters.    We  saw  with  the  aid  (»f  a  glass  a  revenue  cutter 
a  longdistance  off.     We  would  catch  them  all  the  way   nii>'s''i"mih"Vsi!i'ii,is! 
from  1(10  to  .'?(►(►  miles  oil"  the  seal  islands.     When  we 
had  line  weather  we  were  out  in  the  Itoats  killing  all  the  seals  we  coidd 
get.     We  could  not  hunt  in  rough  weather.     All  the  seals  that  we  shot 
at  in  rough  weather  were  lost.     In  line  weathei'  they  sleep  on  toi>  of 
the  watei'  and   we  do  not  lose  so  many  of  them.     We 
made  the  sanu'  s(trt  of  voyage  in   the   Ofirr  in   1S!K).      "'"'i **'•«' 
There  were  not  as  many  seals  in   ISJK)  as  there  were  in 
l.S.S«>.     I  think  there  are  so  many  boats  and  hunters      "''■"■'«'■ 
out  after  them  that  they  are  being  killed  oil'.     They  are  hui  te  I  too 
much. 

William  INIcIsaac. 

Snbsciibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  .Sth  ilay  of  April,  A.  I).  ISIH'. 


[SKAL.| 


(JLliMlOM'    l5KNM-/n' 

yodlfjj  I'llhliv. 


Deposition  of  WiUiain  Mr/jiniiflilln,  svalcr  {boaipnilc) ). 
PELAGIf!  SEALING. 

State  of  California, 

Vitij  (iiitl  Coinitif  of  San  Franristi^,  m  : 

William  Mi'Laughlin,  having  been  duly  sw«»rn,  dejmses  an<l   says:  I 
reside  in  San    Francisco;  my  occupation  is  that  of  a 
seaman.     I   shii)pe(l   as  a  boat  ]»uller  in   l.S8(!,  on  the      Kxpiii.TKr. 
schooner    Trimnph.      We  had   six  or  seven  Ixtats  on      />,„,„,/,  m.su 
board,  three  men  to  a  boat,  and  we  used  shotguns  and 
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Miistlv  II  II  i'!<  i  II  K 
I'i'iiiiili'H  I  a  k  ('  II  i  II 
r.niii;;  Si  a. 

Wa.Hlii  cil'  lilV. 


I'ilh's.  VV(^  left  \'irf(»iiii  ;il)oiit  tlic  Iiitt»'i'  |»iirt  ol'  I'dtrniiry,  iiiid  sail«>«l 
iH'oiiinl  (Jii|M!  I"'liitl«'iy,  sj'aliii",'  tln'ir  Inr  a\vliih\  Tli«ii  wv  saihsl  north 
,,  .  ,  „  ,,,  to  till*  l»«'rin«'  S«'a,  scaliiiy  all  llu'  way  alonu;  the  coast. 
iiKwii.v  i.n-iiiiiii  I.  VVc  had  .'{<>(►  or  JtM»  seals  alto^t'tliin-  iM'lorc  eiiti'iiiiji: 
'""''"  tin-  Heriiij;  Sea;  tlu'y  wcic  most  all  lemales,  which  hail 

yoiiii;;  pups  in  tlicni. 

We  tMitcrcd  the  sea  aitoiit  the  middle  of  .lime  and  sealed  around  the 
IM'ihilot'  Islands,  sealin;;  Iroin  5  to  10  miles  and  some- 
times (0  miles  olV  the  islands.  I  (1<»  not  remember  the 
niimlier  of  seals  that  w«'  {^ot  in  the  Ueiiii;;'  Sea,  but 
they  \vei»'  mostly  motlu'r  seals  with  their  br«'asts  fnll 
of  milk.  We  j;«)t  about  one  out  of  e\»'iy  live  that  we 
killed  or  wounded.  There  was  any  amount  of  them 
that  w(^  shot  and  did  not  ^et  at  all.  It  seemed  as  if  a 
good  many  got  away. 

In  ISS7  I  went  (rodlishinj;'  in  the  barkentine  Pnmium  to  the  I'.erin;; 
and  Okhotsk  seas.     We  leit  San   Kraneiseo  in  Apiil.     We  saw  seals 
that  year,  but  the  captain  did   not  bother  with  them. 
"""'"■  '■''"*  I  went  to  the  P.eriiif-  Sea  on  the  MiKJiiic  Uoss  from  Vie- 

toria,  of  which  Captain  Olsen  was  master.  1  shipped  as  a  b(»at-pnller. 
SIh'  had  six  boats,  three  men  to  a  boat,  and  w»^  xiriod  Spencer  riH«'s.  We 
sailed  from  Victoria  in  .June  and  went  due  ninth,  and  commenced  seal- 
injn'  in  the  BeriiijH'  Sea,  catching-  about  4(K)  seals.  We  hunted  around 
the  islands  there,  from  50  to  <5((  miles  oH'shore.  Most 
of  those  were  females  that  had  jjiven  birth  to  their 
yoiinji  and  were  with  milk.  We  had  some  white  hunt- 
ers and  Indian  hunters.  1  do  not  think  that  we  lost  as  many  that  year 
in  iM'oportion  to  those  that  w«'  killed  as  we  did  in  the 
Tritiiiiitli.  We  ;i'ot  about  om*  out  of  every  three  killed 
They  were  bettei'  hniiters.  I  was  also  codlishiny  in 
1(SS4.  There  were  a  {^reat  many  more  seals  in  the  water 
then  than  there  was  in  ISSO.  in  1884,  win-  we  w«M'e 
cod-lisliin;;',  weinetthe  steam  whaler  Tliraslu'i;  and  I  hearc'  captain 
remark  that  it  was  a  damned  shanu'  the  way  they  were  \g  the 

female  seals  in  the  Bering-  Sea. 

Wm.  McLatujiilin. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before nu'  this  loth  ilay  of  Ajuil,  A.  1>.  18!L*. 

[SEAL.J  CLEJlkiNT    liK.NNKTT, 

Ifotary  Vnblic. 


Call  li  ill  Hca  iiiiiHtIv 
IliirMiiiy  rows. 


Wasti'iiriili'. 

and  wounded. 

OtMrrasc. 
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Deposifioii  of  Tliomas  Madden,  srahr  [bont-iniUet'). 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  Califohmia, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

ThomasMadden,  having' been  duly  sworn,  deposes  a  id  says :  T  reside  in 

Victoria,  British  C'olumbia.     ^ly  oc^'upation  is  that  of 

K.iiMiieiict-.  a  seaman.     I  have  been  going-  to  the  Bering  Sea  over 

twelve  years  on  whalers  and  sealers.     1  went  sealing  in 

mack    Diauwnd.   1888,  1880,  1800,  ami  1801  on  the  Bla<-k  hiamond.'  We 

left  Victoria  along- in  .January  of  each. -ear.    Iwasaboat- 

puller.     We  came  down  each  year  to  the  coast  of  (►regon,  then  went 

along  up  the  coast  to  the  Uering  Sea.     1  do  not  recolect  the  exact  num- 

cit. h  ill  i8<(i  '^'^*'"  ***  '^•'"^'^  ^^''  ''""!^'''^  '"  ^^^^-^  ^^^'^•^  '-'"^^  \i^\^),  but  last 

year  we  caught  about  U){)  along  the  coast.     1  did  not 
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Siihsciihcd  and  sworn  to  bctor*'  ino  this  l.">tli  <l;i,v  »»l'  Apiil.  A.  I).  IS!Hi, 
[«i;al.J  ('lh.mkni   r»i;NM;i  r. 

Xottay  t'uhlic. 

Pcpoxitio)!  of  .Inmvx  Mtdoif  [sealer). 
rELA(}|(!   SEALINa. 

State  of  California, 

Ciiji  tiitd  Coiniti/  of  m<»  FranciNcn,  ,ss: 

.lames  Miiloy,  liiivinji'  been  dnly  sworn,  (b'jxisrs  and  says:  I  ;iiri  ."tO 
years  ol"  ayf.  1  reside  in  San  FraneiscM).  My  oecnpa- 
tion  is  tliat  of  a  seaman.  I  was  in  the  Xortli  I'aeilic 
and  IJeriny  Sea  in  ISS!).  I  went  out  in  the  Mafif/ie 
h'oss,  whieli  sailed  from  Victoria  in  tiieinontli  of  l-'ebrn- 
ary.  We  saih'd  nj)  the  <^oast  and  taiiu'lit  a  few  seals, 
nntil  we  got  to  the  iJerin};'  Sea.     We  cauj;lit  1,1(K)  seals, 


KxpiiiiiH 


Mii'iifie  h'liMS.  ISSll. 


(.'atrli  in  riiMiii;;Siii. 


nearly  all  of  whieh  were  eanji'ht  in  the  IJerinji"  Sea. 
We  eaujiht  them  aronnd  St.  (ieor;;('  Ishind.  I  thiidv 
out  of  the  1,100  we  eaujiht  there  were  (»00  females.     Out    ,  I'ltiv  iv>iii  p.i  ..nt 


IViihilt's. 


I  Mil  li  Iwo- 


s  |in;;ii:int. 


Wanle  of  life. 


of  that<»00  there  were  over  400  that  had  pups  inside  ri,",,, 

of  them,  and  we  threw  them   all  overboard.     W*'.  had 

eight  boats,  eacdi  boat  havinj;  a  boat  jtullei',  steerer,  and  hunter.     The 

hunter  used  rifles  and  shotfi'uns.     I   do  not  think  our 

hunters  jjot  one-half  of  those  they  killed  or  woun(h'd. 

They  would  sink  before  we  <'ould  }>'et  our  boat   u])  to 

tliem.     1  have  };iven  up  the  sealing;'  business  because 

the  slauffhtering  of  the  fennde  seals  is  nuiking  them 

so  scarce  that  it  does  not  i)ay.     SonH'thiuy.  ceitainly,      '' 

should  be  doiu'  to  stop  the  killing;',  or  there  will  be 

none  left  in  a  very  short  time. 


Do. 


I'dlc'c'licin     iicii'H- 


Jas.  Mai.ov, 


Subscribed  and  sworn   to  before  me  this  l.'Uh  day  of  April,  A.  I). 


181)1: 


[seal.] 


Clement  liKNNr/rr, 

Notary  L'uhlic, 
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SlA'I'IO   ol"   ('  M.ll'OirTIA, 

Cit/i  (dill  CiHiiilji  uj'  Siiii  Fniiicisii),  ss : 

I'atiirk  Miiioiuy,  liiiviiiii  Im'cii  duiy  swoiii.  il('|ios<'s  and  says:  1  re- 
side ill  (Sail  I'raiK'isco.  My  occuiialinii  is  tliat  ol  a  sea 
man;  1  iiia<le  two  voyapes  to  tlie  Nortli  I'acilie  and 
IJeriny  Sea.  In  1SS!»  1  went  <»iit  in  the  Moi/  I'Uli  ii^ 
of  wliieli  ('apt.  Alex.  .McLean  was  master,  ami  in  IS!H> 
I  went  out  in  the  Lizzie  Klliii.     I  was  a    boat  ]Hilh'r  on 

hofli  voyages.     We  sailed  lioin  San  P'raneiseo  i.')oiit  Christinas,  in  1SS!». 

and  linnted  alonu'  the  coast  up  to  about   .Inly.     N\'e  foolc  l.iO  seals  olT 

tlie  coast  and  put  them  asliore  with  .Mr.  .Alorse,  and  then  went  <m  seal- 
inu  toward  the   lleriiij;  Sea.     Aloiiii   about    the    1st  of 

^  li'Hiiii.s.x  liiiic  ol    ,i,,iy  \v(>  ('iitered  the   Berinj^'  Sea  and  can.uhl  about  I'S.i 
seals  when  we  came  back  to  N'ictoria  anil  1  left  the  ves- 
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h  iiM.stiv  i.iiK-   scl  as  Caprain  ^McLi-aii  uot  into  some  i^roiible.     Tliebif 


iiiiiii  iiiiil   iiiii'siiiu   I'e- 
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\Vt':i|i(iiis. 


vest  part  of  our  year's  catch  oil"  the  coast  were  I'einales 
witli  ])nps  in  them,  and  those  we  cannlit  in  the  Uerinj.;' 
iSea  were  mostly  all  lemah's  with  miiU  in  their  breasts. 
We  used  shotfiuiis  with  No.  lli  shot.  When  we  Inul  to 
shoot  at  lonji'  ran.iic  we  used  rilles.  Mostly  all  tbe  seals  we  shot  at  were 
slee|»ers.  When  tliey  were  wounded  we  had  io  chase  them,  and  tlien 
sometimes  would  not  ji'ct  them.  Tiie  next  season,  1S!K>, 
,»«'  li'ot  on  the  way  up  between  KMI  and  liOO  seals,  and 
then  we  entered  the  I'.erinji'  Sea  al)oiit  the  IStli  oi'  I'.MIi 
of  .luly.  and  I  can.tiht  W)  seals,  mostly  all  females. 
There  were  six  boats  on  the  vessel.  S(mieot  the  boats 
would  come  in  without  a  .seal,  after  be  in  ^'  out  all  day  lonj?  shootin.i;'.  but 
they  would  wound  a  yreat  many.  On  an  avera.ye,  takiiiy'  all  I  lie  boats 
together,  they  yot  one  out  of  every  Iheorsix  tliat  they 
killed  or  shot  at.  V\'e  wonmU'd  a  ji'reat  many  that  we 
iiiiiihii  ivmiii  III  to   ciiiild  not  ,iii't.     When  we  were  in  l>eriii,y  Sea  we  liiinted 


I'li'iliii;  Sea.  limn  nl' 
I'liliriiiii. 
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Waslv  111  lilV. 


•JOOmilrs  rriini  islaml.-i 


Irom  40  to  I'OO  miles  oil  the  seal  islaiiib 


rATiiicK   X    iMai;(».m;v, 


marU 


Subscribed  and  swinii  to  before  me  this  iLMli  day  of  .\|nil.  A.  I).  IS'.H 


[yKAL.J 


CLi;.\ii;Mr  1>i:.\ni;i  c, 

yotdfy  I'lihiiv. 


JhponitioH  of  III  III  1/   MiisiHi  (sndvr). 
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StATK   (W  <V\1,ll'i>|.'MA. 

Cilil  mill  Ciniiilii  nf  San    Frii)icis<-o.  ss :  • 

lleiir.v   Mason,  havinjn' l>eeii  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I   am   t.'J 
years  of  aiic  and   reside  in  San    I'lancisco.     .M\  uccii 
K.\|Hiii  I'll .    iM'.n.     jiation  is  that  of  a  seal  hunter.      I  went  sealing  on  tjiu 
i'lnhriiia  in  liS'.H.     We  saih-d  fnmi  N'ietoria  on  tlieStU 
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of  Ajtril,  niul  scaled  aloiifif  \\w  coast  up  to  Akutaii   Pass 

abtnit   .'?00   seals   in    that   vicinity.     Mostly    all    were 

I'einales  and  a  ^reat  many  of  tlieni  had  \m\tf,  in  fhein. 

We  cut  tlH>  seals  open  and  saw  the  yonn;;'  inside.     We 

caujiht  a  few  seals  in  the   lJcrinj>'  Sen  and  then  were 

ordered  out  and   sent  baclc  to  Victoria.     Thos«'  that 

wer»'  caufi'ht   in   the    IJorinfi'   Sea   were   mostly  femah's 

pni)s  and  were  in  milk.     In    1S!K>  I  went  s«'alinj;'  in  the 

schooner  Ar</oiifntt.     She  sailed   froiu;  Vit-toria  ahont 

the  iSth  of  April,  an<l  sealed  aloiij-'  the  coast  up  to  the  puss  in  the  IJering 

Sea.     We  cauf>ait  about  -'{."iO  seals  that  year. 

Most  all  the  seals  we  caught  in  the  North  I'antic 
were  females.  A  fjood  many  of  them  also  had  ]>*i\r> 
inside.  Then  we  went  into  the  Heriiiti'  Sea  sonn'tunc 
in  .July  or  August,  We  caught  about  one-half  ol  -tur 
catch  in  the  Uering  Sea.  !  did  not  ])ay  particular- attention  to  the  sex 
of  the  seals  we  caugiit  in  the  IJeriiig  Sea.  We  limited  with  slH>tguns 
and  shot  them  mostly  when  they  were  asleep  on  the  water,  or  any  chance 
we  could  get.  I  was  a  boat  judler  and  the  hunters  .>li(tt 
at  everytliiug  iu  sight.  1  do  not  think  they  would  get 
more  than  one  seal  out  of  every  six  or  sev«'n  they  ^liot, 
and  sometimes  oulyone  out  of  t«'i!.  When  the  seals  wen-  shot  they  would 
sink  to  the  bottom.  You  havi'  got  to  huiry  up  and 
l)idl  to  tlii'm  quickly  after  shooting,  or  they  will  sink. 
A  great  many  were  shot  that  we  could  not  get,  as  they  sunk  before  we 
got  to  them. 

11.  .Mason. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  Apiil,  \.  I).  18!)-'. 
[SEAL.J  Clemeni-  I5i;nnett. 

Motary  Vublic. 
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Deposition  of  WUlUxm  Mason,  Healer  (boat  puller). 
pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  (Jalifohnia, 

Citjf  ami  (Unnitji  ol'  San  Francisco,  ss: 

William  ]Mas(Mi,  having  l)een  duly  sworn,  depo.ses  and  says:  I  am  a 
seaman  by occupati<ni.  and  1  residein  Victoria,  Hritish 
(lolunibia.     1    made   a    scaling   cruise    in    the   IJritish      i:^i»'i"<nif. 
scliooner  Mai/hcllc.  ('apt.  Hanson,  during  the  season  of 
181M,  leaving  \'iet(nia  in  the  latt«'i'  part  of  .lanuary. 
1  was  a  boat-puller  and  got  «.'{(>a  month  and  U.")  (U'lits  a  skin.     We  com- 
menced scaling  (Ml  the  coast  of  Oregon,  and  fcdlowed  the  herd  along 
the  <'oast  U])  to  the  lieriii'    Sea.     We  got  about  UTo 
seals  along  the  coast  and   iheu  went  into  the  IJering 

Sea  in  the  latter  ;»art  of     lay  or  fore  part  of  .liiue,  and     " " 

sailed  around  in  tiif  Amt'iican  waters.     We  cruised  around  the  I'ribi- 

lof  Islands  from  ."»  to  MM»  miles  oil".     We  caught  about  .{(Mt  .seals  iu  the 

sea,  and   was  then  ordered  out  by  a   revenue  cutter 

which   1    believe  was  the  linsli,  in   the   latter  part   of 

August,  but  we  did  not  go.     We  scaled  around  for  sev 

eral  davs  and  caught  aluuit  iViO  more,  ami  arrived  at  Vict^iria  iu  Octo- 
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TESTIMONY 


WaH«e  of  IH'o. 


bcr.    I  notired  in  the  seals  tliat  we  ciuight  alonj;'  tlie  coast  that  a  }»reat 

MiOoriivciiuKiitf.--  niaiiy  t>f  tliein  were  t'einales  and   lia<l  jmps.     I   tliink 

miii.s.  anil  in  Ueriuji  niost  of  tlieiii  wei'C  feiiiales.    I  know  that  in  my  lioat 

Sc»  nursHiK.  ^j^^  ^..^^^^.j^   ^^..^^   ^^^^^^^   .^jj    ^•.,„.^,j.j^  .^„^    {.,1^.^  j,.,,,    j^,jj,^    jjj 

them.  They  were  usnally  shot  when  sh'epiii};'  on  the  water.  Al>out 
two-thirds  of  those,  caught  in  the  Uering-  Sea  were  females  that  had  biff 
teats  and  were  giving  ntilk.  We  could  tell  that  when  we  were  skin- 
ning them,  because  the  milk  would  run  out  on  the 
decks.  Our  hunter  was  a  good  one.  His  name  was 
Joe  Williams.  I  think  he  got  one  out  of  every  three  on  an  average. 
Ih*  used  a  riHe  a  g»)od  deal  and  was  a  fine  shot;  some  of  the  hunters 
in  the  other  boats  would  shoot  at  the  seal  and  not  get  any  at  all,  and 
come  in  at  night  witlumt  any,  or  iiiaybe  one  or  two.  There  was  one 
huutei  from  Nova  Scotia  that  did  not  kill  any  scantely.  The  hunter  in 
mv  boat  last  year  got  $7  a  skin.  This  year  they  only 
wag.« of  seaiirs.      ^y'^^^^^^^l  ^^^  j,.^y  ,ny  ^ig  .^  ,„oi,th  and  2r»  ce'nts  a  skin,  and 

only  wanted  to  give  the  hunters  one  skin  <»ut  of  every  six.    The  hun- 
ters say  the  seals  are  getting  scan-er  all  the  time,  and 
Decrodso.  ^^.^^^  it (loes  uot pay  to  go uuless they  get  morefora  skin. 

William  iMason. 
Subs('ribed  and  sworn  to  before  ine  this  Kith  day  of  April  A.  D.  1892. 

[SEAL.J  CLKMlijST  BEJ^NETT, 

Notary. 


MiKi'iilion. 


Deposition  of  (}.  E.  Miner,  .scaler  {hunter), 

PEL A( J 10  SEALING. 

G.  E.  Miner,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  snys:  I  am  a  seal  hunter 

by  oc<'ui)ation ;  have  been  engiig«'d  t'ov  the  past  five 

years  in  sealnig,  always  as  hunter.     Shotgun  and  rifles 

have  been  used  by  me  for  taking  seal.     Am  at  prt'scnt  hunter  on  tlie 

schooner  Henri/  l)enni.s.     I'^irst  hunted  seals  oft"  the  Faraloi«e  Islands 

in  Kebruiiry,   avid   followed   them   up  the  coast   into 

IJering  Sen,  which  they  enter  alxtut  the  lOth  of  .luly. 

I  think  the  seals  are  constantly  on  the   move  up   the  coast.     I  think 

about  'M  \wr  cent  of  the  seals  shot  with  a  shotgun  are  lost.     I  use 

,  ,.     ...,.„    no  discrimination  in  shooting  seals;  shoot  evervtiiing 

Imliscrimiiiate  kill      ,,      .  ..i       i        ..  111.^1  1         ^         'i      .1 

iuii.  tiiat  comes  in'ar  the  boat,  and  all  other  hunters  do  the 

same.     A  large  majority  of  the  seals  killed  in  the  North 

Lnr«.>  iiiii,jorit.v  of  I'acitic  are  cows  with  imi]>,  nnd  in   lleriiig  Sea,  eows 

amimSl;''"''''"'''''  ^vith  luilk.  Fcw  yeavliugs  are  kille<l  every  year  by  me. 
Of  the  nmle  seals  killed  a  majority  an'  4-ycar olds.     I 

have  killed  but  a  few  old  bulls.     If  a  seal  is  killed  instr.ntly  when  he 

first  puts  his  lu'ad  above  water  he  will  sink  at  once.  I  think  seals  are 
not  as  pi  itiful  as  they  used  to  be,  caused,  I  think,  by 
the  indiscriminate  killing  of  temah's  with  pup.  Have 
never  known  of  pups  being  born  in  the  Wiitei',  or  any- 
where else  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  outsi(h'  of  tlu  rilbi- 
lof  Islands.  Have  never  known  s»'als  to  haul  ujKtn  th«^ 
coast  of  Alaska  outside  of  the  I'ribilof  Islands.    Have 
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killed  seals  2r»0  miles  tVdiu  tlie  I'rihilof  Isliiml,  witli  milk.     I  think  if  all 
sealing:  was  inoliihitcd  Iroiii  'laiiiiarv  1,  to  Aujiust  15,      „   ,   .. 
Ill   the  >i<»rtli  racilu'  ()«'ean  anil  lleniiy  Sea  it  woiihl 
give  sxittieieut  protection  to  tlie  seal. 

G.  E.  iMlNER. 

iSubseribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  :ilst  day  of  April,  ISUli. 

A.  VV.  Lavkndkh, 
Uniii-il  StafcN  TrvUHury  Aijnit. 


DcponiUon  of  Eildit;  Mtnrluuul,  scaler  (hoat-pnller). 
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PELAGIC  SEALING. 


Kxi)criciiit;. 
Vanderhilt.  1888. 

We  left  in  the 


State  of  California, 

City  <uul  Coitnty  of  San  Francisco,  us: 

Eddie  Morehead,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  lam 
21  years  of  ag:e;  1  reside  in  San  Francisco;  uiy  occn 
pation  is  that  of  a  longshoreman.     1  have  been  em- 
l»'oyed  (m  a  sealinu'  vessel  as  a  cabin  boy  and  boat- 
puUer;  I   made  one  voyage  on  the    Vamlirhilt  in  the 

Xorth  I'acitii-  in  ISSS;  we  did  not  go  in  tiie  Uering  Sea.        

early  part  of  March;  she  was  lost  on  that  voyage  in  a  storm,  going 
ashore  at  company's  harbor.  We  caught  b(>twe(;n  r»(K)  and  (Mi)  seals. 
We  commenced  sho(»ting  along  the  coast  of  California,  following  the 
seals  to  the  Aleutian  Islands,  We  had  six  small  boats  on  board,  each 
boat  having  three  men,  a  hunter  and  two  men  to  ]>iill.  They  shot  l)otli 
with  riiles  and  shotguns.  The  ritle  was  considered  tiie  best  to  use, 
as  the  shotgun  would  wound  more.  We  shot  at  every 
thing  in  siglit.  We  killed  more  females  than  males, 
and  we  h)st  a  good  many  that  we  killed.  I  never  saw 
lun-  heard  of  any  young  pups  being  l»orn  in  the  water. 
The  shooting  was  all  done  from  the  small  l)oats. 

Ed.  Morehead. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  <lay  of  April,  A.  I).  1892 
[seal.J  Clemknt  Bknnett, 

Notary  I'ublic. 


liiili^irriiniiiati!. 
Ma.ji>rit.\   killod    t'u- 


Deposition  of  Frank  Moreau,  v   iter. 

I'KLAaU!  SEALING. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  the  26th  da\  of  l-'eluiiary,  18!>2,  at  my 
office,  434  California  street,  in  tlu>  city  aii«l  i(»unty  of  San  KraiuMseo, 
Stale  of  California,  before  m«'.  Clement  IJeniiett.  a  notary  piiltlic  in  and 
for  said  <'ity  and  county  of  San  l''rancis<*o,  State  of  California,  <luly 
appointed  and  <'ommissioned  to  administer  oaths,  etc.,  personally  ap 
peared  Frank  Morean,  who,  being  first  duly  swoni,  testified  as  follows: 


Frank  Moueau,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 
T1h»  Xotarv: 

<^.  What  is  your  name,  ag<',  residence,  and  occupation  f — A.  My  name 
is  Frank  .Moreau;  age,  •)2;  resiiU'iice,  San  Franeis»!o;  occupatioa,  seal 
hunter. 
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TESTIMONY 


Experioiine. 


Hhtb  taken  inoHtly 
fuinalea. 


Waste  of  life. 


Q.  Are  yoii  a  citizen  of  the  ITnited  States? — A.  T  am. 
Q.  What  State  are  you  a  resident  of? — A.  Kentueky;  I  was  born 
there;  I  am  now  residing  in  tlie  Stat»'  of  Californiu. 

Q.  Have  yoxibeeuenyajie*!  in  catcliiiig  seals  intlie  l*a(;itic  and  IJi'riiifi: 
Sea,  antl  for  how  long ! — A.  For  five  or  six  years  I  have 
been  eatehing  seals. 

Q.  J)o  you  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  were  that  you 
have  taken  in  the  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea? — A.  Mostly 
females. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  cows? — A.  1 
should  Jiulge  altout  *M)  per  cent. 

.    ^  (>.  What  iK'n-entage  t>f  the  cows  you  have  tak«'n 

cent  of  which  pi.-j,'    wcrc  With   pup  J — A.  About    <•>  ])cr  cent  were  with 

nant,  p,ip 

Q.  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  Pacific,  and  when  does  it 
f< .„.„,„  ♦     1  end? — A.  It  commences  about  the  1st  of  January  ami 

eudinK  of  sealing  sea     Cllds  aOOUt  tllC  hlSt  ot  JuilC. 

"'"'•  (.).  When  does  sealing  commence  in  the  P>ering  Sea, 

and  when  does  it  end?— A.  It  commences  about  the  1st  of  .July  and 
ends  about  the  1st  of  November. 

Q.  What  percentage  ()f  seals  are  taken,  compared  to  those  you 
destroy  in  doing  so;  in  other  words,  how  many  do  you  actually  get  out 
of  those  you  slioot? — A.  About  T-l  per  cent.  We  lose 
.ibout  2.J  i)er  cent. 
Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  first  started  in  the  business,  and 
was  inexperienced  in  hunting,  that  you,  like  all  other  beginners, 
destroyed  a  much  larger  propi>rtion  than  you  do  now? — A.  Certainly} 
there  is  n(»  doubt  about  that. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  a>lcep  on  the  water  or  awake! — 
A.  They  are  mostly  asleep. 

Q.  If  awake,  do  you  shoot  at  them  while  breeching? — A.  Yes,  sir; 
we  shoot  at  them  anywhere,  either  while  they  ave  breeching,  or  heads 
up  or  any  way. 

ii.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  water,  and  is  it  your  opin- 
ion that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  born  in  the  water  ? — A.  They  are  not 
born  in  the  water.     A  seal  can  not  swim  wlien  it  is 
first  born. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  place  where  seals  land  outside  of  the  seal 
islands? — A.  I  do  not;  no,  sir. 
Q.  Have  you  noticed  any  dectrease  in  the  (piantity  of  animals  in  the 
,,  last  few  vears  ? — A.  There  is  no  doubt  but  what  there 

Docrcaae.  .  , 

IS  a  decrease. 
Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  decrease? — A.  From  the  killing  of 
deals,  both  by  hunters  and  others. 

Q.  Do  the  pui»s  perish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill  ? — A.  Certainly. 
That  is,  if  the  cows  hai)|)en  to  be  with  pup. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion,  if  sealing  continues  unrestricted,  that  they  will 
soon  be  ext<'rminated? — A.  There  certainly  will  not  be  as  many  in  a 
few  years  as  there  ar«'  now. 
Q.  In  your  opinion  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  iu 
the  IJering  Sea  to  i)r<'vent  the  jierd  from  being  extermi- 
I'roteotion    neofs-  nati'd  ? — A.  ( 'crtaiiily  it  is. 
"'"^^  (i.  What  iiKMiths  in   the  year  do  ycm   think   they 

Close  season.  ouglit  to  be  protected  ? — A.  Well,  from  about  the  miildle 

of  June  to  the  1st  of  October. 
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Q.  Do  yon  jjoiicrjiUy  shoot  seals  with  a  litlt'  or  a  shotgun? — A.  A 
sliotgnn.     Ninety  per  cent  are  kiUed  Mith  a  shotgnn. 
Q.  Do  you  use  buckshot  or  tine  shot? — A.   Buck-      ,„ 

,    1  "^  Weapons. 

shot. 

Q.  Judging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  travebng  in  the  spring  of 
the  year,  during  your  experience,  wliere  do  you  sup- 
pose was  their  destination? — A.  The  Bering  Sea. 

(i^.  Do  you  think  that  tlie  Bering  Sea  ahouhl  be  ciospotHeiinsSea. 
entirely  ciosed? — A.  Certainly. 

i).  Do  you  think  of  anything  else  that  is  of  value  in  reganl  to  this 
seal  question  that  1  have  not  asked  you  about;  if  so,  you  can  state  any- 
thing you  please? — A.  1  have  nothing  further  to  say. 

F.  MOREAU. 


Migration. 


i.H 


State  of  California, 

C'/7j/  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

I,  Clement  lU'unett,  a  notary  public;  in  and  for  said  city  and  county 
of  San  Francisco,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  witness  in  the  foregoing 
dei)osition  named,  was  by  me  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  trutli,  the  whwie 
trntii,  and  nothing  but  the  truth;  that  said  de]>osition  was  rethu-ed  to 
writing,  and  when  completed  was  carefully  read  over  to  said  witn«'ss, 
and  by  him  subscribed  in  my  presence. 

In  witness  wiiereof  1  have  lu'n'iuito  subscribed  my  name  and  athxed 
my  seal  of  office,  this  20th  day  of  February,  l.SJ>2. 

[L,  S.J  "  Clement  JJennett, 

Notary  Vublic, 
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Deposition  of  Niles  Kelson,  sealer,  and  part  owner  of  vessel  Annie, 

1885-^86. 


PELAGIC  sealing. 


State  OF  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Niles  Nelson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  by  occupa 
tion   a  seal  hunter,  and  part  owner  of  the  schooner     ^      . 
Annie.     My  residence  is    in   San   Francisco.    I  was       »i'i"""'- 
engaged  in  hunting  seals  during  the  years  1885  and     Annie,  ism5-'86. 
188(i  in  the  North  Paciflc  ana  Bering  Sea.     We  go 
out  about  the  middle  of  April.     We  hunt  sometimes  with  a  shotgun, 
and  sometimes  with  a  ritle.     lireeching  seals  we  shoot  with  a  riH»',  and 
sleeping  seals  with  a  shotgun.     1  can  not  give  tlit'  exact  estimate  of 
the  sex,  but  I  know  that  a  large  ]»roiiortion  of  them 
are  females.    An  expeiienced  A  No.  1  seal  hunter  in   siiot'ivnmies!'''"'^*""'' 
sliooting  sleeping  seals  witli  a  shotgun  will  get  a  large 
proitortion  of  what  he  kills,  ami  will  get  one  out  of  four  breeching  seals 
that  he  kills,  but  an  ordinary,  ccnnmon  hnnter,likemy-      ^-iistt,.,,!-  me 
self,  will  sometimes  use  ten  <!artridges  and  not  get  one 
seal.     I  can  safely  say  that  a  common  hunter  will  only  get  one  seal  <mt 
of  three.     I  can  not  tell  the  age  or  sex  of  seals  in  the  water.     1  was 
sealing  in  the  Bering  Sea  during  .July,  August,  and      ,„„eH„.,s..„ 
Sei>tember,  1885  and  1880.     I  was  cruising  in  the  I'»er- 
ii<g  Sea  around  about  the  I'ribilof  Islamls,  and  from  100  to  3(H)  miles 
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of  iiursiu^ 


of}'.  Tho  prin('ii)al  portion  of  tlio  <'rnisin<«  was  bc:Tu<'fin  the  Aleutian 
Islands  anil  tii(>  I'l'lltilof  islaiKls.  One  of  the  ]>i-inci]>al  scalinj*' }>'ronn(ls 
W«'  first  iliscovor  seals  on  their  way  t(»  the  breedinj; 
grounds  in  .January  and  I'Vbruary  off  (  ape  liace.  Most 
every  female  that  has  arrived  at  tiie  age  of  maturity 
is  iHegnant.  We  follow  them  on  from  there  into  the 
Bering  Sea,  and  most  all  of  the  females  taken  are  pregnant. 

We  fiml  ])ups  in  the  cow  seals  uj)  to  the  time  they  get  to  the  Pribi- 
lof  Islands  in  June,  but  when  they  come  ott"  the  Pribilof  Islands  they 
have  bred,  and  are  in  milk  for  the  remainder  of  the  killing  season. 
They  sometimes  go  out  from  100  to  2(M)  miles  ott"  the  islands,  while  the 
young  ones  still  remain  on  the  islands.  After  they  have  been  on  the 
islands  they  contain  no  pup,  so  the  hunter  can  see  if  the  seal  has  been 
on  the  islands  or  not.  I  have  killel,  and  seen  killed, 
mothers  in  milk  100  or  more  miles  from  the  islands. 
Seals  were  not  as  plentiful  in  IS'iO  as  they  were  in 
18<Si).  I  think  the  princii)al  cause  of  that  decrease  is 
on  account  of  killing  the  females  in  the  water,  and  also 
through  their  getting  shy  by  being  chased  by  tiie  boats.  I  have 
never  seen  a  pup  in  the  water,  and  do  not  believe  they 
can  be  born  in  the  water.  If  they  are  born  in  the  water 
they  would  drown.  1  know  of  no  places  that  the 
seals  haul  up  in  the  Jiering  Sea  or  North  Pacific  tor 
breeding  purposes  except  St.  George,  St.  Paul,  Otter 
Island,  Bering  Island,  Kobben  Island,  and  Copper 
Island.  If  something  is  not  doTi<;  to  lU'otect  seals  in 
the  Niu'th  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea,  they  will  become 
exterminsited  in  a  very  fcAv  years. 

NiLES  Nelson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Ist  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[l.  S.J  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Fublic. 


Dccroaso. 
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Deposition  of  John  O'Brien,  sealer  {boat-puller.) 

PELAGIC  sealing. 


State  of  California, 

City  and  iUninty  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

John  O'Brien,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  40 
years  of  age;  1  reside  in  San  Francisco;  I  am  by  occu- 
]>ation  a'hmgshoreman ;  I  made  a  sealing  voyage  to  the 
North  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea  on  the  schooner  Alex- 
ander, which  sailed  from  Victoria  in  the  latter  p.art  of 
I  was  a  boat-puller.  W^e  sailed  south  as  far  as  Blanco, 
sealing  around  there  fortwcxn-  three  months,  when  we  headed  north 
into  the  lieririg  Sea,  having  caught  250  or  300  seals 
before  entering  the  sea,  of  which  60  per  cent  of  them 
were  females,  mostly  all  of  them  having  pups  in  them. 
We  entered  the  Bering  Sea  the  latter  end  of  May,  and 
caught  about  700  seals  in  the  Bi-ring  Sea,  mostly  all 
of  them  being  females  in  nnlk.  I  saw  the  milk  fjowinn' 
on  the  deck  when  they  were  skinned.  We  ha<l  <»  btMits, 
each  boat  having  3  men,  a  b<)a' -puller,  steerer,  and 
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hunter.  We  usod  slmtyuiis,  usinj?  a  rille  to  shoot  at  hmjr  ranjjc.  It 
«leiH'n<ls  a  j;reat  deal  upon  the  weatlier  as  to  the  ainoiiiit  of  seals  ob- 
tained by  the  hunters.  After  a  heavy  bh>\v  you  see  the  seals  lyiiijjf  on 
top  of  the  water  ash-ep,  and  you  ean  yi't  very  ch>se  to  them,  and  on  an 
averaj;e  you  would  {iet  2  or  .'i  out  of  every  .">  or  (»  you  . 
kill  or  w(Uind,  while  in  rouj^h  weather  you  would  not  ^^ '"•'♦"''  ''•' 
};et  1  out  of  ">  or  0  kille<l  or  wounded.  I  couM  not  tell  how  far  off  we 
eaujifht  theui  from  the  seal  islands,  as  1  did  not  know  the  distances. 
At  that  time  there  were  lots  of  seals  in  tlie  water. 

John  O'Brien. 

Subscribed  and  sworu  to  before  me  this  13th  day  i>f  April,  A.  I).  ISIL'. 

[L.  S.J  CLKMKNT    ilKNNEI'T, 

Notary  rubliv. 


Kxpciii'Dcc. 
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Deposition  of  John  Oisrn,  scaler. 
rELA.GIC  SEALING. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

John  Olsen,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  F  reside  in 
Seattle,  Waahingtou.  My  occupation  is  ship  carpenter. 
I  helped  to  build  the  schooner  Labrador,  in  ISIK),  at 
Vancouver,  and  went  sealing  in  her  in  1S91.  Cai)tain 
Whit<^leigh  was  commander.  We  left  Vancouver  for 
Victoria,  on  the  2!)th  of  March,  and  lifted  out  the  vessel,  leaving  Vic- 
toria on  the  8th  day  of  April.  She  carried  four  KJ-foot  boats  ami  <me 
stern  boat  14:  feet.  She  carried  two  men  to  the  boat,  one  to  pull  and 
<uu»  to  hunt.  We  commenced  hunting  outside  of  Cape  Cook,  about  "» 
miles  from  shore,  and  hunted  from  there  up  to  ITnanuik  Pass,  in  the 
Aleutian  Islands  and  entered  the  Bering  Sea  about 
the  5th  of  .June,  and  was  ordered  out  of  the  sea 
the  19th  of  June.  In  going  up  the  coast  to  Cnamak 
Pass  we  caught  about  4(K>  seals,  m  )stly  females  with 
young,  and  i)ut  their  skins  on  board  the  l>aiuihe,  an 
English  steamboat,  at  Alatack  Hay,  and  after  we  got 
into  the  Bering  Sea  we  caught  220.  We  had  200  at  the  time  the 
lieutenant  ordered  us  out  of  the  sea,  the  remaind.er  we  »'aught  after. 

xVfter  entering  the  sea  we  got  one  feimile  with  a  very  large  juip, 
which  I  took  out  alive  and  kept  it  for  three  nv  four 
<lays,  when  it  died,  as  it  would  not  eat  anything.  All 
the  others  had  given  birth  to  their  young  and  their 
breasts  were  full  of  milk.  1  do  not  believe  Uiotheis  give 
birth  1.0  their  young  in  the  water.  We  went  to  Fctui' 
Mountain  I'ass,  when  we  went  out.  We  (^uight  these 
mothers,  full  of  milk,  from  ."»0  to  loO  miles  otf  the  seal 
islands.  I  shot  twenty-eight  myself.  We  used  shot- 
guns, using  buckshot,  ami  I  have  known  twenty  shots 
to  be  tired  at  a  seal  before  we  got  licr.  When  we  shot 
at  "sleepers"  we  got  a  g»M)d  nniny  more  than  when  we  shot  at  "breech- 
ers"  or  "rollers,"  and  we  secured  on  an  average  about  one  out  of  every 
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tliri'c  killt'd  iiiul  wouihIhI.  TIm'  porrentiiyc  of  loss  of  those  kilh'd  and 
woiiiidcd  is  fully  as  j-n'at  as  I  liavr  statt'U.     I  know  of 

iHiamU.  "'*  ""'^  ""  "<»  |>la«'«' where  they  haul  upon  land  except  the  Piibilof 
Ishmds. 

.lolIN   OLSEN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  L'd  day  of  April,  A.  1).  18l)li. 
[l.  S.J  Clement  UeniNett, 

A'otary  Viibliv. 


Deposition  of  Gharlca  W.  Reed,  sealer  (master). 

habits— seals  in  pacific. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Fmnciseo,  ss : 

Charles  W.  Ueed,  haviu}?  been  duly  swiun,  deposes  and  says  :  I  am 

.  53  years  old  and  am  an  American  citizen,  resident  of 

.xperionco.  g^^^  Fraucisco,  and  by  occupj»tion  a  shipmaster  and 

pilot,  ami  a  member  of  the  San  Francisco  Pilot  Association.     Between 

the  years  187li  and  1880  L  made  four  voya{?»!S,  as  master  of  a  schooner 

and  in  charge  of  expeditions  enj^jiyed  in    the  sealinj;' 

g.«  i'iian.i""  *"*'"''"■   industry,  to  the  Calapajjos  Islands.    These  islands  are 

situated  on  the  etjuator,  loDjiitude  about  1)0°  west.    lu 

the  tirst  voyaf»e  1  remained  upon  the  islands  abimt  seven  months,  and 

at  subsequent  times  fnmi  three  to  live  months  at  each  voyage,  covering 

ditlerert  seasons  of  the  year.    I  have  thus  seen  and  carefully  observed 

the  seals  resorting  to  these  islands  at  all  times  of  the  year.    Tlie  beaches 

occupied  by  them  are  overhung  by  high  clitts  and  indented  with  caves 

jj^jj.jg  and  crevices  into  which  the  seals  go,  when  not  in  the 

water,  to  avoid  the  tropical  sun.    The  ycmng  are  born 

in  these  caves  and  are  unable  to  swim  until  several  weeks  old.    They 

do  not  migrate,  but  nmy  be  found  on  and  about  the  islands  at  all  times 

of  year.    With  this  exception  their  habits  do  not  vary,  as  far  as  1  know, 

,,      .,     .  from  those  of  fur-seals  in  Alaskan  waters.    They  are 

noiiu>8Uc  nature.  ,  ^-      ,      ■,      j^-      •  ^  ■,  t  •■>  i 

not  particularly  tunid,  and  may  be  as  easily  iniinage<l 
as  sheep  or  cattle.  I  have  no  doubt  they  could  be  proi)agated  on  the 
rookeries  and  their  reproduction  reassured  under  proper  management. 

I  captured  on  the  tirst  voyage  about  3,000  skins  and  as 
_^nieii8cniiiiiiato  kill.  j,^j^„y  mj^re  in  the  three  later  voyages,  slaughtering  old 

and  young  indiscriminately,  but  I  am  now  credibly  in- 
formed that  the  rookeries  are  again  buihling  up  and  increasing  in 
nund)ers.  The  skins  obtained  from  this  herd  are  (luite  distinct  fro;n 
those  from  the  Guadalupe,  Santa  Kosa,  and  Santn  Cruz,  and  otUtT 
islands  to  the  northward  of  the  Galapagos  group,  being  much  shorter 
and  lighter  furred  and  correspondingly  less  valuable,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected in  animals  bred  in  a  tropical  climate. 

Charles  W.  Heed. 

Substrribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
1802. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

iiotary  rublio. 


Kx|ifriciii'c. 
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Depimtion  of  Ailolithun  IStii/crH,  m-aler  {nuntter). 

pklagic  sealing. 

State  of  Calif»)Unia. 

(Jity  and  Ctnotiif  of  Sun   Frtincixeo,  tis: 

Adolpljns  Sayeivs,  having'  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
a  seaniiin.  I  reside  in  San  Kraneisco.  I  was  enjjaged 
in  sealiiijn-  in  the  Herinji'  Sea  and  North  Paeiflc,  in  tiie 
Citif  of  Stoi  lUrffo  and  the  Adrlim^ui  the  years  1887 
and  i888.  1  was  master  ol  tlie  Aihlinr.  We  eom- 
meneed  to  seal  from  the  Cordell  15. inks ott"  the  eoast  of 
California  rij^lit  up  to  the  lierinj;'  Sea.  On  the  voyajje 
of  the  Citj/  of  ISaii  />w/o,  whicli  histi'd  about  eij^ht  montlis,  we  yot 
about  1,9(M)  seals.  The  hunters  ha<l  riHes  and  siiotj^uns,  but  as  wo 
entered  the  lierinjj  Sea  the  I'evenue  eutter  Conriii,  took 
away  our  rifles  and  left  us  the  shotjiiins.  The  shotgun  '•■"'"""•  i!«'iii;;Si.a. 
is  not  as  fatal  as  the  ritle,  but  it  ruins  the  skins  of  the  seals.  I  was  a 
boat-jmller  when  1  was  on  the  Ciiji  of  Siui  Divijo.  I  can  not  tell  from 
the  appearance  of  a  seal  in  the  water  whether  it  is  a  nude  or  female, 
but  most  all  of  the  seals  we  killed  in  the  water  were 
fenudes.     Sometimes  we  opened  them  and  found  vouna'     .i""":'i«''*  »i>i«  n  loo 

.,  ,  i-  ii  ,1  ^I'ii       ,     iml<!»  Irom  iMliiii(ln, 

imps  inside,  and  sometiiiu's  they  were  mothers  that  had 

given  birth  to  their  youii};  and  their  breasts  were  full  of  milk,  and 

we  often  killed  them  10(»  miles  or  more  from  the  seal  islands,     A  seal 

never  bears  but  one  pui>  at  a  time.     An  ordinary  hunter,  on  an  aver 

aji'e,  will  not  kill  om^  (uit  of  four  bieiH-hing-  seals,  and  sometimes  he  will 

not  y;et  one.    The  sleepinj.;'  seal  is  the  most  easily  killed, 

and  we  jjot  about  one  out  of  three  killed  and  v omided.      ^^'""''' "' '"' '■ 

I  know  that  the  seals  are  rapidly  «leei'easin};',  and  I      nicnase. 

believe  it  is  caused  by  killing  females  in  the  water. 

Adolpiius  Saveus. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  April,  \.  I).  18i)2. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  riiblic. 


it 
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DepoHition  of  C.  M.  Scamtnott,  officer  Revenue  Marine. 

PELAGIC  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  sn: 

C.  M.  Seammon,  having;'  been  duly  swiu'ii,  depoj-,es  and  says:  I  am  67 
years  old  and  a  resi«lent  of  Oakland,  Cal.  I  am  and 
have  been  an  ofticer  in  the  United  States  Iteveinu;  *i'""''"«" 
Marine  Corps  since  18i .'{.  In  I.S(m  aud  18(10  1  was  in  commaml  of 
the  Western  Union  Telej{iai>h  Compiuiy's  fleet  of  vessels  when  it 
was  exiK'c^ted  to  establish  a  telejii.iph  line  to  Europe  via  Berinjj^ 
Straits.  In  this  cai)acity  and  later  as  eonimander  of  vessels  under  the 
United  States  revenue-cutter  Hag',  I  repeate<lly  passed  through  Bering; 
L  .1,  t<mching  at  the  seal  islands,  I  am  the  auth<»r  of  the  work  entitled 
"The  Marine  Mammals  of  the  Northwestern  Coast  of  North  Aimirica," 
published  by  J.  H.  Carmany  <S:  Co.,  San  Fianeiseo,  1874,  In  prejiar- 
iug  Chapter  iv  of  part  2  of  that  work,  relative  to  fur  seals,  I  consulted 


474 


THSTIMONV 


m 


evrry  ju'ccsslblo  autlmrity  upon  tliiit  siilijcct  and  added  tlii' ic.Milt  of 
my  own  observation  and  exiKMicnec.  Siiuiii  tlicn  ('i;;h teen  years  i  ave 
elapsed  and  many  new  faets  have  been  l»rou;;lit  to  li;;lit  coi;t'"vnin{; 
tlieni,  eonfiiininj;- for  the  most  part  what  was  tlien  written,  yet  modi- 
fying; to  sonn^  extent  tin*  eonehisions  arrived  at. 

The  nomenehiture  and  techidcal  terms  of  seal-hunters  have  clnin^ed 
soinewliat.     We    heai-    of   "«'0ws"    instead  of   "elap- 

ivinn.ait.nns.  ,„.,t^.i„.^v  uiyy^]]^^^  instead  of  "wigs,"  and  "bachel- 
ors" or  "holnsehni;ivie"  instead  of  "y earl inj;s."  xVt  the  time  my  book 
was  written  the  n  gnlar  nH;;ratory  habits  of  the  animals  were  not  as 
Wi'll  un<lerstood  in  respeet  to  tin*  routes  of  mij^ration  as  they  are  now, 
and  naturalists  always  eonunenee  their  description  with  the  arrival  of 
the  different  classes  of  seals  at  the  northern  bn'cdiny  j^nmnds,  bej?in- 
ninj;  with  the  "bulls"  In  'he  early  s]»riuy,  followiu};  them  with  the 
"cows"  and  "bachelors"  at  a  later  date,  and  then  taking  Ui>  the  biith 
and  develoi»ment  of  the  young.  This,  I  think,  I'csulted  from  <mr  igno- 
rance of  where  thev  spent  the  winter  months.     Now  it 

Migration.  j^  ^^.^jj  ,.„o„.„  ^]^.^^  ^^^^,  Pi-ibihtf  seals  w(uk  their  way 

down  to  the  (toasts  of  Calitbinia,  Oregon,  and  British  Columbia,  and 
go  north  again  in  the  spring;  and  that  the  Commander  Islands  herd 
migrates  down  the  Asiati<  coast,  the  two  herds  keeping  apart  from 
each  other.  1  held  this  opinion  many  years  ago,  as  is  shown  l)y  my 
letter  to  the  honorable  8ecrt!tary  of  the  Treas;iiy,  written  August  30, 
l.SGl>,  as  follows,  aud  later  observations  and  reading  have  couUruied 
my  coucIusi(ms: 

"San  Francisco,  Cal., 

"  Sir:  While  on  the  station  at  Paget  Sound  freciuent  opportunities 
offered  to  observe  the  habits  of  the  fur  seals. 

"I  have  It/Ug  been  of  the  o])inion  that  those  seen  otf  the  mouth  of 
Juan  de  Fuca  Strait  were  a  i)orti(Mi  at  least  ot  the  great  herds  that  make 
their  annual  visits  to  the  islands  of  St.  George  and  St.  Paul,  Bering 
Sea. 

"  Since  my  return  to  this  city  I  have  gathered  further  intbrmation 
which  convinces  me  that  beyond  question  the  seals  pass- 

''^"*  '""■  ing  the  mouth  of  the  strait  during  the  unuithsof  March, 

April,  and  a  part  of  ^lay  resort  to  the  above-named  islands  to  bring 
tbrth  their  young,  as  nearly  all  the  fenmles  (and  m)  others  are  caught) 
taken  by  the  Indnms  at  this  jM>int  have  lU'tuses  in  them  that  to  all 
apiK'i'vances  would  be  brought  forward  on  their  arrival  at  their  north- 
ern summer  haunt. 

"  yrom  personal  observation,  as  well  as  from  the  most  reliable  infor- 

mation,  it  is  (juite  certain  that  there  has  been  taken  by 

mil  iiig.       ^j^^  Indians  of  Vancouver  Islands  and  Washingt^m  Ter- 

makftaVei?*''"''''* *' ■  "^^'^  diuiiig  the  last  spring  about   5,000  fur-seals, 

and  almost  invariably  each  animal  was  with  young,  so 

that  in  taking  the  number  of  adults  above  mentioned  there  w  ere  actually 

destroyed  near  10,000  seals. 

"Having  every  reason  to  believe  that  vessels  will  be  fitted  out  to  take 
seals  off  the  strait  the  coining  season,  I  have  thought  it  well  to  make 
this  report  to  the  l)<'partment. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"C.  M.  SCAMMON, 

"c*/7>^,  u.  a.R.  a, 

"Hon.  Geo.  S.  Boutwkll, 

^^  ISecretary  of  the  Treasury,  Wasltiitnton,  1).  G, 


(  . 
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Tlic  certainty  tliat  tlir  seals  caiiulit  in  flic  North  I'acilic  are  in  t'aeta 
portion  of  tlie  riiltilot'  iierd,  and  tiiat  all  are  born  and 
i'«>ared  for  tlie  tirst  tew  intnitlis  upon  tlie  islan<lsot' that 
group,  naturally  leads  the  observer  to  re;;ard  tlieni  as 
quite  donu'stieated  and  Itelonging  upon  their  island  home.  The  inovo 
orderly  way  to  deserilie  them,  theretbi«>,  would  b»'  to  eomnu'iiee  with 
tlM'ir  birth  upon  the  islaml  and  the  be^iinning  oltheir  migrations  rather 
than  at  the  end  of  some  one  of  their  annual  rountis  away  from  home. 

I  gather,  too,  from  further  research  that  the  nature  of  their  tbod  and 
the  source  whence  it  is  (»btaim'd  are  better  uaderstoyd 
than  formerly.  It  is  \\v\\  known  that  the  ludls  eat 
nothing  during  the  rutting  season  and  while  tnking  care  of  their  harems 
on  the  islands.  The  cows,  however,  go  and  come  at  will  after  the  pups 
are  drop] >ed,  ami  may  be  tbund  in  large  numliers  with  the  mammary 
glands  distended  with  milk  manv  miles  from  the  breed- 

•  1  mi  '.        11       4  ••I     ^1      •  rriiialcs  lu  water. 

ing  giounds.     Ihe  pui>s  are  not  able  to  go  with  their 

mothers  and  <lrowii  if  by  mischance  they  are  thrown  into  the  sea  be- 

f<u'e  they  are  three  or  four  weeks  old.     Tiiey  stay  with  the  luills  on  the 

breeding  grounds  until  about  six  or  seven  weeks  old 

befiue  learning  to  swim.     The  fur-seals  of  the  m»rth,   ^J;';;/'"   ''■•"■"!»»-'   t<> 

unlike  the  hair  seals,  do  not  seem  to  like  the  severe 

cold  weather  and  ice  of  the  noilh.  for  they  migrate  t(»  the  southwanl 

w])on  its  approach,  while  those  inhal»itiiig  the  tropics,  as  at  the  (ialla- 

l)agos  Islands,  leave  the   islands   perhaps,  but  do  not  go,  so  far  as  is 

known,  to  any  great  distance.     I  have  no  doubt  the 

northern  seals  of  the   IMibilof   Islands  spread  over  a   N.lISSCili'.'  '" 

very  wide  extent  of  the  North  l*aci(i(!  in  winter.     They 

are  o(!casionally  seen  far  ott"  from  land,  but  are  much  more  numerous 

within  soundings.     Their  tbod  is  mainly  (ish,  and   they  ar«'  naturally 

found  where  that   is  most    aluindant.     Seal-hunters  say  and  statistics 

show  that  wiier*'  lish  are  most  plentiful,  as  in  latitude  .m^  to  otP  noitli, 

in  Ilering  vSea,  on  the  Shumagin  I'.anksolf  the  Alaskan  Peninsula,  and 

oti'tlie  eutrance  to  the  Straits  of  J<'uca,  there  the  best  (;atches  of  seals 

are  made. 

Tp  to  lu'arly  the  time  my  work  was  pubiislied,  little  was  known 
about  marine  seal  fishing.  It  was  mostly  ccmlined  to  the  Indians.  A 
few  vessels  were  engaged  in  the  tiade  from  Victoria,  but  cut  no  tiguv«* 
in  commerce.  The  jaice  of  skins  was  (iomparatively  low,  and  no  great 
inducements  were  otlered  to  go  into  the  Inisiness.  It  was  when  prices 
advauci'd,  and  white  hunters  ac(piir«'d  the  skill  of  following  the  move- 
ments of  tlu'  seals  and  in  shooting  from  a  boat,  tiiat  the  real  danger  of 
the  extermination  of  the  species  became  ap|)arent.  Tlu^  rec<U'ds  of  the 
Pribilof  Islands  show  that  not  many  seals  were  left  on  the  rookeries 
about  1840  to  ISt.";.  and  \ery  few  then  appeared  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  British  Columbia  coast.  As  those  rookeries  increiised  so  the  "\'i(!- 
toria  catch"  increased,  and  amounted  to  about  .">,(KM)  skins  in  IStiJ). 
(Marine  Mammals,  p.  lot.) 

The  annihilation  <»f  many  rookeries  tbrmerly  existing  in  diHerent  parts 
of  the  world  has  heretolbre  been  accomplisiied  oy 
wasteful,  and  sometimes  wanton,  destruction  on  the 
land.  Now,  the  only  known  rookeries  of  any  siz<'  are 
guarded,  ami  the  vandals  can  not  reach  them;  luit  they  seem  to  have 
found  metlnxlsof  destruction  almost  as  elfectual  as  a      „   .    ., 

Ill  1    4.1  1    11  II  I  t    <•   11  I'rolcctioii    nuoea 

seal  end),  and  they  kill  as  cruelly  and  wastelully  as  snrv. 
they  formerly  did  on  land.     Other  animals  of  less  us« 
to  mankind  than   the  seals  are  protected  by  a  clost 
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soasoti,  ui"  soiiu'  other  r«'stri«'tii»ii,  to  s;\vv  tlicin  iVom  slini;;lit«'r  wIiimi 
hrcediiif;,  hut  nearly  all  tli<>  seals  killed  in  the  water  are  inoihei's  with 
yonnpf. 

HtM'in};  Hea  seems  to  be  pei-nliarly  ad  ipteil  to  tlie  wintsof  the  fur- 
seals.  Its  climate  is  moist,  the  sun  rarely  shines  in  suiainer,  anil  the 
water  alM»uniis  ill  tlsh.  Ili>re  also  |ti>la;;ie  seal  hunters  linil  their  hest 
opportunity.  They  can  stay  al»ont  wlu'iu^  they  |>!easo  under  cover  ot 
the  ioji  and  dely  any  ••iiard  ship  to  detect  the?n.  The  ran,i;e  of  the 
seals  is  very  hroad,  and  it  is  impossible  to  watch  evei-y  s(piaie  mile. 
The  only  way  to  st^ip  the  destnu-tiou  of  the  rookeries  is  to  stop  pelajfie 
sealin;;'.  If  it  is  cruel  and  wasteful  to  destroy  a  whole  species  of  useful 
breedin<,r  animals,  it  is  Just  as  crmd  and  wa-iteful,  in  proportion,  to  kill 
a  few  of  them.     Why  shotild  any  be  killed  ? 

I  do  not  believe  any  partial  measun*of  protection  will  stop  the  deple- 
tion of  the  rooki'ries.     If  vessels  may  be  lifted  out  with 

Ji"TIlT'" """  the  paraphernalia  for  seal  hunting',  and  skins  brou^jflit 

into  port  and  sold  with  impunity,  the  hunters  will  man- 
age by  hook  ov  crook  to  evade  any  restriction. 

C   M.  SllAMMON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lOtli  day  of  May,  A.  13.  I.S'.Hi. 

[L.  S.J  CLKMENT    HlONXKTT, 

Notary  Vablic, 


DcpoHiVum  of  Peter  Sinies,  senhr  (steirard). 

VKIuMHC  SEALING. 


State  of  California, 

Citif  ami  ilnmity  of  San  Franeixco,  us: 

PettT  Simes,  havin*;  been  duly  sworn,  de])i>ses  and  says:  F  reside  in 

San  Francisco.     My  occui)ation  is  that  of  steward.     I  made  one  seal- 

FxiHiiiii.c  *"f^  voyaj-e  in  1<S1)(>  on  the  IW-itish  schooner  ('mhy'nut^ 

r  mini  mi.  \km.        of  which    (,'apt.   Campbell    was   master.      We   sailed 

s..MiiMj..,ii...,.st.      f,.^,„    Victoria,  Uritish   Cobunbia,  April  .S,  and  w«'nt 

rifjht  up  the  coast  until  we  {"ot  to  Saiul  Point,  sealing-  all  the  way  ui». 

We  caufjht  2.S()  seals  ti'oinj>'  up.     When  we  ^ot  theie  ^ve  metcnie  of  the 

cutters,  and  it  jiave  us  orders  not  to  j;(>  in   the   Perinj; 

Will ii.d otr.  Sea.     We  laid  there  a  week  and  returne*!,  sealinir  all 

r.iimifsiiik.n  the  way  tlown.     \\  e  had  .51  o  skins  when  we  arrived  here. 

Mostly  all  of  them  were  females  heavy  with  imj»  asleep 

on  the  water,  and  we  killed  them  with  shotjiuns.     We  got  back  in  the 

second  week  of  July,    The  captain,  mate,  and  myself  went  out  several 

times  with  the  stern  boat,  and  we  killed  15  the  lirst  time  we  went  out. 

1  think  we  went  out  that  way  three  or  four  times,  and  we  usually  i^ot 

about  <me  out  of  four  killed.     1  recollect  one  day  when 

we  were  huutinf»'  bad  weather  set  up,  and  we  did  not 

In  s'«><>d  weather  we  jfot  more  seals  than  we  did  in  bad 
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Peter  Simes. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  (Jth  day  of  April,  A.  1).  1892. 

[SEAL.J  CLE3IENT    P.E.NNETT, 

.Notary  Vublw. 
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Jh'pmifion  of  .hnnts  Shmii,  xvaler. 


l'KLA(nc   SKA  LINO. 
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State  of  Oamfohnia, 

at}/  ami  (Joiintji  of  Sun  Fniiicisro,  ss: 
iJiinit'M  Slo;iii.  liiiviii^jf  Im'cii  duly  sworn,  (h'|><»s(>.s  and  says 
SiiM  KriiiiriscM).     I  iiiii  liy  occiipatiiMi  a  seaman.     I  made 
tlirei'  V(iyaj;«'s  to  IW'rinu  Sea.     My  first  voya;;e  was  on 
till'   Flyhiti  .1//.V/,  ol  wliicli  ('apt.  SaddiiT  was  mastiT; 
tlu"  iM'xt  was  on  tli«  I'l'ticlnpi;  ol'  wliicli  ('a|»t.  liittifjoliii  was  inasttT, 
and    my  m'vf   was  in   tin*   s«-liooiier  Arctic,  of  whi«'ii   ('apt.   Urassry 
was  master.     We  saih-d  from  iicif  on   tln'   Fhjinti  Mist  on   tlic  ITtli 
day   of  April,    1S7I,   and  caught   altot>)'tli«'r  on   that    voytijifi-   about 
.STr»  seals,  of  whicli  a  lar;-!'  ma.jiuity  wi'ic  citlu'r  fi'iiiaU's 
with  pups  or  witli  their  hreasts  fiill  of  milk.     1  saw  it   ,„,a"rV,)kr;,'"''^^ 
llowin^  on  the  di'ck  when  we  were  skinniii;:' them.     We 
had  six  boats,  four  iikmi  to  a  boat;  two  boat  piilliM-s,  st<M>r4>r,  and  hunt(M'. 
We  used  rilh's  for  shootiiij;'.     On  my  iH\\t  trip,  in   18Sl,  I  sailed  from 
VoUohama,  .lapaii,  on  the  I'cnelopc,  leaving'  ther(^  about 
iSlareh,  under  the  Jiritish  lla|>,  going-  to  the  Okhotsk 
Sea,  sealing  there  ab.mt  a  month;  but  we  only  eaught      '^""^"i  "-'i"u'S.a 
two  sj'als.  and  then  went  to  IJering  Sea,  entering  it  abaut  the  2'Jd  of 
May.     NN'e  eaiight  7<i7  seals  in   lieriiifj  S(ni   that  year,  from  .'{(»  t<»  l.*»0 
miles  olf  the  seal  islands.     The  most  of  them  were  fe- 
males, for  the  reason  that  they  are  not  as  eiit*-  and      ^^"^ii.v  I'l'i'i'^t  tak 
wild  as  the  males. 

A  great  many  of  the  female  seals  had  their  breasts  full  of  milk,  wliiidi 
would  run  out  on  the  deck  when  we  skinned  them.  My  orders  were  to 
kill  them  indiscrimiiiiitely,  everything  I  ran  across. 
It  is  impossible  to  tell  a  female  from  a  male  in  the  water, 
unless  it  is  an  old  bull.  We  had  six  boats  on  board, 
each  boat  having  a  boat  [xiller,  a  hunter,  and  a  steerer. 
We  used  shotguns  mostly,  except  for  long  range  we 
used  ritles.  Aly  third  voyage  was  in  1881>.  1  saileil 
from  Vokohama  on  the  .l/c//c  about  the  latter  jiart  of  .laiiuary.  We 
ch'ared  under  the  American  Hag,  and  went  to  the  Okhotsk  Sea  aii<l  sealed 
there  about  two  months.  We  got  there  some  ."»(((>  seals,  of  which  more 
than  one-half  wen^  females,  and  the  most  of  them  had 
jaips  in  them.     We  entered  Bering  Sea  about  the  ITtli 


Iiiilisurl 


.III'  kill- 


Ill;:. 

Si'X     iiiilistliiu||iH||. 
aUIr  ill  wiilir. 

SIlntgllliM  IIMCil. 
Aictii-.  INH'J. 


Kriiiali'^  liikiiii. 
Kiitrrcil  l;ciiiii;Sc; 


of  May,  and  caught  about  tMlO  seals,  the  most  of  them      Mni-nitv  pi.-Kiuuit 
arouiul  the  lishiiig  banks,  just  north  of  the  Aleutian   '"■'""'""' 
Islands.    The  majority  of  them  were  mother  seals.    We  had  nine  boats, 
four  on  one  side  and  tiveoii  the  other.     Kach  boat  had  three  men.     We 
used  shotguns  en  that  trip  also,  once  in  a  while  using  a  ritie  for  long 
range.     1  think  the  average  hunter  gels  alumt  one  or 
tw(»  out  of  everv  tiv»>  or  six  that  he  kills  or  wounds.      r^ ","''' V'Ji'" 
1  imuu'  a  wlialiiig  voyage   to   Bering  Sea   last  year, 
where  I  remained  for  live  months.    I  was  fourth  mate  of  the  l»ark  Lffdia. 
I  took  very  great  interest  in  the  seals,  because  1  used  to  hunt  them 
iiiys«'lf,  and  1  noticed  a  great  de<'rease  in  the  number 
of  seals  from  what  there  was  formerly,  whmi  I  was  on 
sealing  voyages.     It  was,  in  fact,  so  marked  that  I  called  the  captain's 
attention  to  it,  saying  that  wi'  had  seen  very  few  seals.    They  have 
been   getting   scan'cr  every  year  since  I  have  been  going  to   I'.ering 
Sea,  and  if  something  is  not  d<»ne  right  away  to  prott'ct  them  tlu'ir  will 
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ln'  iio  iiinn-  soiils  in  tlicsc  \viit«Ms.     I  kiidw  as  a  fact  tluit  tluiy  amc  kill- 
ing  tlit'in   iii(lisci'iiiiiiiat('lv.   aii<l   all  rlu*   liniit<M-s  care 
,^n,.iiH.Min.i.mi.kiii    .,,,„„^  jf  j^  ^^,  j,,.^  .,  ^j^ji,      J  ,,„^,^^,  sniiM'tliiii;:  alxMit  it, 

as  I  have  l>t»eii  sailing  tioiii  tliis  coast    u|>  aloiii;'  tiii>st> 

wat«»i'S  (or  uini'tccii  yoars,  auil,  as  1  .said  beion*,  I  paid  |i)iiiticiilaratt«*ii- 

tiou  t<»  tlicin,  and  I  lirinlv  lu'lievo  if  rhcv  allow  tlic 

^,Karl,v  .-xtermiim-    kJl|i„j..  j,,  the   sca    tO  J>()   Oil    as  tiie.v    arc    iiow    doiiio- it 
will  only  he  a  (|iU'stioii  ot  a  few  years  l>»'foii»  tlitirc  will 

not  be  iMioufrb  to  jiay  anyone  to   linnt  tlicni.     I  do  not   know  of  any 
other  jtlacc  <>ii  onr  coast  where  the  seals  haul  iipexeept 

J,d"'.''  ""'^  ""   '"    at  f ''•'  «•'"'  '"liUHls.     1  do  not  believe  a  seal  can  be  born 
in  the  water  and  live. 

.lAMES  HLOAN. 

Snbs«'ribed  aiul   sworn  to  before  me  this  loth  dav  of  Ajjril,  A.  I). 
1892. 
[sKALj.  Clement  Hennktt, 

2iotnnj  Fublic. 


AliKrutiuu. 


Deposition  of  Wlliiam  II.  iSmitli.  sealer  {master). 

PELA(}I('   SKALlNft. 

William  IT.  Smith,  beinj-'  dniy  sworn.  de]»os<'s  and  says:  T  am  by 
_  occniiation  a  seaman  and  seal  hunter.     Have  been  en- 

yajicd  III  catchiny  seals  in  tiie  North  racihc  Ocean  lor 
fourteen  years  ami  one  season  in  Heriii^'  Ni*a.  Have  been  mate  and 
captain  while  sealiiifi'.     First  seal  seen  and   taken  by  me  were  otf  the 

Columbia  River  in  .lanuary  and  February,     The  seal 

at  that  tinu'  were  travelinj;  north.  Spear  is  mostly 
used  by  the  Makali  Indians.  Farther  north  t!ic  shotfrun  is  nse<i. 
Very  few  are  lost  when  struck  with  a  spear.     About  d()  |>er  cent  are 

lost  when  shotgun  is  used.  .Most  of  the  M'als  taki'ii 
feumiMtak'."!""''''      '"''  '"'"'ides  witli  yoiui}''.     Wry  few  males  are  taken  on 

the  coast.  1  have  tak»'n  *HH)  s«'.ils  in  one  season 
and  only  3  male  seals  were  amoii<i'  them.  A  few  yeairlinfi's  are 
taken,  mostly  females.     Sex  of  seal  can  not   be  distinjridshed  in  the 

water.  We  useHodiseriminatioii  in  lnintiii;i:shootevery 
,^hi.ii.crimiiiato  kill,   seal  that  comes  near  the  lioaf.     Seal  arc  most  always 

shot  in  tlie  lieailif  it  is  possiitle;  if  mit,  they  are  shot  in 
the  body  where  «'xpose<l.     The  indiscriminate   killiii<;'  of  female  wals 

in  Merinji'  Sea  will  very  stion  destroy  the  herd.     Have 

No iwinjiic  iiirth.       ,,,.ver  known  of  pup  seals  beiii<i  born  in  the  watei',  iioi" 

anywlu're  else  oil  the  coat*T  outsi<le  of  the    I'ribiiof   Islands.     Have 

nev«'r  lieai'd  t»f  fur-seals  liaulin;;  up  (Ui  the  coast 
wiMrrhaliolI PrViiiM  elscwlierc  tliuii  Oil  the  Pribihd'  Islands.  Have  taken 
'"{j'l"'"-  .  female   seals  in   ISeriii};"  Sea  about  14."»  miles  from  the 

I'ribiiof  Islands,  i  tliiiik  lliat  pela^iic  seal  huntinj; 
ill  Bering  Sea  slnad*!  be  stopjied. 

Wm.  H.  Smith. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  belWre  me  this  0th  day  of  April,  1S!»2. 

A.    \V.    liAVKNTi'.B, 
United  Statex  Treanuty  A  (lent. 
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J)rpo.sition  of  E.  W.  Soron,  noilcr  {inastcr), 

PELAGIC  SEALING. 

HTATE   or  ('ALIl'ORNIA, 

('it If  unit  Cniintj/  of  San  Fraiivisi'o,  us: 

Vj.  VV.  Sid'oii,  liiiviii^'  Iku'ii  duly  sworn,  di'post's  and  snys:  T  am  Wy 
occupiition  ii   sciiiMiiin.     I   resi(U>  in  San  Francisro.     I 
was  in  tin-  N.»rtii  Pacilic  in  ISSS,  on  l>oanl  tin-  Ciiyof     f^^'^'l^;,  ,„>,„., 
San  Piri/n,  as  matt'.     Wo  It'ft  San  Kian(MS(!o  in  F«'b-   iH«n. 
rnary    and   lislicd  all  the  way  nj)  to   Kodiak    Island,      c.t.i.  ..i  s..j)is. 
We  <an;;iit   ahont  IT")  seals  and  al»out  4(>  otters.     To      MohHv  immiiuu  iv 
the  l»est  of  my  .juilj-inent  the  <«reatest  portion  o\'  these   "'"''•«'"''•■" 
were  eoWiS  lieav     witii  y(»nnj''.     W(;  (nmld  see  the  milk  n;ninn;>' ont  of 
their  teals  when    hey  were  skinned.     I   saw  pups  insid»'  of  thi'  seals 
that  we  cut,  i.inl  we  saved  some  of  them  and  led  them.     We  hunted 
with  shot;;'uns  and  riiles,  and  killed  most  of  the  seals 
when   they  were  aslet'p  on  the  water,  and  we  onl>  fjot       Wiwt<<..f  liiv. 
about  one' (ait  ot  live  killed.     I  eau  not  tell  the  sex  of  ^J,'-;;;  ""'  ''"  *•"  '" 
the  seal    in    the  water  unless  he   is  an   old  hull.       A 
hunter  will  l>la/«'  away  at  anything;'  he  sees  in  the  water.     The  seals 
are    ;.;radually   heinj;'    killed   oil"  by   the  hunters,  and 
something   slitadd   be  done  to  prote<-t  them    and  stop   „„!>!'''"'""  '""'" 
the  killinytd"  feuuih' seals  or  lln-y  will  soon  be  all  ;ione. 

K.  W.  SouoN. 

Sid>serii>ed  and  sworn  to  before  nu'  this  <tth  day  «)f  Aju-il,  A.  I).  ISDl'. 

[SEAL.J  (jLEilENT    T.ENNKTT, 

Notary  rublic. 


i 
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Jh-poiiition  of  Ci/rus  Stijilicns,  smhr  {hoat-puUer). 

pela<uc  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

Citji  anil  Counti/  of  San  Francisco,  ss. 

Cyrus  Stephens,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deptses  and  says:    I  am 
workiufj^  at  ealkinj;'  vessi-ls  at  tin-  present  time.     I  was 
enntloved  on  sealinj;'  vessels  in   the  North   I'aeifie  in      KxiHii.iK.v 

1.1^,.,     *  1*1  iii.li  I  I        A.  Viht  itf  Situ    iiii'iut 

■ScSh  as  cabin  i)oy  and  boat  puller.     I  ma<le  two  voy     ih^s;r.(,.  irAirc,  iwtn; 

aji;e8   to   the  North  Taeilic;   first  in  the  (Jity  of  tian 

jyicijo  and  the  next  in  the  C.  U.  White,  in  ISIIO.  '  We  left  here  with  the 

f'i^'l  "/  '^""  l^i'fio  ii^  February  of  ISS8  and  arrived  in  the  IJerin;;  Sea 

in  .luiie,  ISSS.     Ah  soon  as  we  j;ot  iuto  the  oeean  we 

e<Mnmeiiee<l  shootiu}!:  seals  and  eontimu'd  shootiiiff  all      s\?/m[iny'!,'i'„'i"'"' '*''*■ 

the  way  up  to  tlu'  Aleutian  Islands.    The  seals  became 

nune  plentiful  as  we  W4're  Koiii};'  north.     We  eau}»ht  about  (»."»(>  seals 

duriiifi  that  voyage.     We  killed  a  portion  of  them  in  the  Beriiif;  Sea. 

We  kille«l  one  larye  bull  that  I  rt'colleet,  and  tlie  rest 

were  lu'arly  all   females  with   pup  or  mothers  jAiviiif;' 

milk.     An  ordinary  hiinti'i'  will  not  ^et  more  than  one 

seal  out  of  four  that  he  shoots  at.  and  not  moie  than 

one  out  of  two  that  he  kills,  and  sometimes  n«)t  that. 

1  Uavb  never  seen  any  youny  pups  in  the  water.     I  do  uot  think  they 


«!■ 


Mtmll\  iin'uiiant  f«- 
iiiiili'ii  tiikcii. 
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hnmd  in  the  water.  I  never  saw  any  s«'iils  on  tlic  lan«l  as  we  went 
alonjf  the  eoast.  I  think  on  the  lirst  \Mya^f  when  I  was  in  the  Sau 
IHcijo  we  were  in  the  IJej'inji'  Sea  abont  a  month  ami  a  Imlf,  but  wiien 
I  was  nn  board  tlie  C.  H.  White  we  did  not  ji(»  in  tlie  llerinj;'  Sea  at  all. 
I  do  not  know  what  distance  we  were  iunn  the  islands  of  St,  Paul  and 
St.  (Jeoff^e.  I  do  not  is  now  mnch  alxnit  tln>  particular 
habits  of  the  seals  exrcpr  that  tiiey;,;o  north  in  summer 
and  south  in  winter.  !  think  the  seals  are  decreasinjjc 
in  nnmber  all  the  time,  beean^-  there  an*  more  vessels  oat  hunting'  altei' 
them  and  are  killing'  ott'  the  Inaale  seals. 

Cyuus  Stephens. 


Migration. 
Docreaw. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to 

I  SEAL.  J 


me  this  4th  day  of  A|)ril,  A.  I).  1S!>L'. 
Clement  Hen n e it, 

Notary  Vubliv. 


iN»! 


,«»i' 
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Depositions  of  G.  Suniirnll.  firf>rme  Hall,  and  William  Jlennon,  sealers. 

rEL.i^«;i«   SKAL1N(J. 

r>e  it  i('mend)ered  titat  on  ,li<^  l,'4th  day  of  February,  1»1>2,  at  my 
oHice,  4.'{t  California  srreet.  in  rlir  city  and  <-ounty  of  San  Francisco, 
State  of  Calif(U'ida,  l»eti»i'c  mc.  •  iciuicnt  JJeniu'tt  a  notary  j»ublic  in  ancl 
for  said  city  and  «M>uuTy  ol  fT.iu  Francisco,  State  of  California,  duly 
a)i|iointe(l  and  commisMoned  to  a)iiminist<'r  oaths,  personally  appeared 
(i.  Simdvall.  (leor^ic  lliill,  and  WiPiam  Ilenson,  who,  beinj;'  lirst  by  uie 
duly  sworn,  testified  u.-  follows: 

Capt.  Ci.  SuNDVALL  Uaviuy  l»rt'U  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

TheNoTAUY: 

Q.  What  is  your    name.  an<*,    residence,    ami   occupation? — A.  My 
name  is  (lustavt-  Suudvall;  I  am  'M  years  of  aj;e;  oc 
ExiKTionce.  •  cu)>ation,  sca  ca ptaiu,  aud  am  residinj*'  at  present  at 

Oaklaiul,  Cal. 

t^.  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  C^nited  States* — A.   1  am. 
<^.  What  Stat*'  are  you  a    resident  of? — A.  i  am  a  resident  of  the 
State  of  California. 
Q,  Have  you  l>een  eujja;i»'d  in  catchin<i'  seals  in  the  Pacific  and  Uer- 
ini;'  Sea,  and  I<m'  iiow  lon<i? — A.   I  have  been  engaged 
in  cattrhing  seals  in  tbe  Pacific  and  JJering  Sea  for  a 
number  of  years. 
i).  Do  yoa  know  of  what  st*x  the  seals  were  that  you  have  taken  in 

the  liHiiug  Sea  ? — A.  F«'niales. 
...    .  „.  ..  •       Q.   ^'!iat  percentage  «»f  the  skins  von  have  taken  were 

N  iiifi  V  piT  cent  t<-  "     ^        »       \i         *  iiif  t- 

mails  COWS? — Y.  Al»out  W  per  ct'nt  <U'  mcMc. 

i).   Wiii\\    pei<M'iitage  of  the  c<»\vs  von   have  taken 

I    wilt  III  Ills   IMIK  ,  .  ,  I  I  ••■      II       I         I  1    1      •     '    1  I  i      i 

„i,i,i.  were  >rmD  ptii» : — A.  W  ell,  1  should  jndge  about  two 

thirds.  imyl»>w. 

<^.  Wb«Mi  «loes  s<'aling  comnn-nee  in   the  Pacific,  and 
s.<aihiB»eaHiiii.         when  i(lH«es  it  end.'— A.   It  b«-gins  the  1st  of  .January, 

ui>  to  MmmW  the  1st  of  .Inly. 
Q.  When  does  sealing  commemt'  in  the  IJering  Sea,  and  what  date 
Awes  jT  end? — A.   From  the  Ifif  h  of  .inly  until  flic  1st  of  N»»vember. 
*.).   VVhnt  pereenta}«!(H«»f  i*«'als  are  taken  c<impari-d  to  those  you  destroy 
_,   ,    ,  ,„  in  dome:  so;  in  otlK'f  wolds,  liow  maiiv  do  von  actnalh 

gt't  imr  ot  those  you  shoot  ? — A.  I  guess  we  get  liardly 
two-thii'ds  of  wJiat  we  siioot. 


I'l'liijrii'  Hi'alini;. 
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N'lit  limii  in  water. 


I'lip.s  loat. 


Q.  Is  it  lint  a  fiict  tliiit  wlioii  you  lirst  stiirtcd  in  tlu'  Imsincss,  juul 
was  iiK».\p('ri(';iici'(l  in  Imiitinj;-,  that  y»m.  like  all  otlit'r  l»i'jjiiim'i's,  de- 
stroyed a  imii'li  larger  iHopoitioii  tliaii  you  do  now:' — A.  It  is. 

Q.  Arc  till' seals  yi  Ml  s!ioi>tat  nitstly  asIi'C|M)n  the  wat  i' orawake,aiid 
ifawake,  d<t  y(»u  sliotit  at  tlieni  wliilo  l)reei'liin<;' ' — A.  Ves.  sir:  if  they 
aiebreachinji'  I  ;L;<'nerally  shoot  at  them,  hut  if  they  are  sleepinj;  I  {j;eiier- 
silly  take  them  at  lirst  while  ash-cp,  (»f  e(»urse. 

(),  Have  you  <'ver  scon  seals  Itmii  in  tlie  watei,  and  is  it  youi'  opinion 
that  it  is  possible  for  tliem  to  l)e  Itoin  in  the  water? — 
A.   It  is  iiiipossihie  Ibv  seaN  to  l»e  liorii   in  the  water. 

Q.  Do  von  know  of  anv  place  where  seals  land  out- 
side of  t Tic  seal  islands.'— A.   1  d<»  not  know  of  any  u|;,;;,"'.'   "'"'■''    "" 
]>la<'e;  no,  sir. 

(}.  lias  there  l)ccn  any  decrease  in  the  rpiaiitity  of  seals  as  com- 
pared to   previoii:.   vcars* — A.  There  has  been  a  de- 
erea^e;  from  the  time  I  started  sealiii;;'  I  «;uess  then' has 
ln'cii  a  (lecrease  of  2.")  |ici  cent. 

i).  If  there  is  a  decrease,  to  what (h>  you  attrilmte  it? — A.  On  account 
of  so  much  exteriniiiati(Hi  and  huiitiiif;  bythe  seal-hunters. 

Q.  Do  the  pui)s  perish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill? — 
A.  The  pups  always  jK'iish  with  the  cows  that  are 
killed;  y«'s,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  youi-  opinion  if  sealinji  (;ontinues  unrestricted  that  they  will 
be  soon  exterminated? — A.  It  is  my  oi>inion   that  if 
sealinji'  continues  as  nsinil  they  will  be  soon  extenni-   ,„|J,Vnt."""""""  ""' 
nated,  and  not  before  a  <;reat  while,  either. 

i).  In  youi'o])iinon  is  it  absolutely  necessaiy  to  protect  tluM-owsiii  the, 
lieiinj;' Sea  to  prexcnt  the  herd  from  beiiifi'  exterminated?  If  so,  for 
what  months  in   the  vear? — A.  It  is  absolutely  neces-      „   ,    .. 

.       .  .,  •        .  ,        ,  ill-  I'niKtl  1(111    necus- 

sary  to  jjiotcct  the  «*ows.  in  order  to  pre\  ent  seals  beinj;'  smy. 
exterminated,  from  the   1st  of  duly   up  to  the  1st  of 

x'-  1  "•  clone  H»!a«on. 

November. 

(,).  Do  yon  lieiierally  shoot  seals  with  a  rill"  or  a  shotgun,  and  if  the 
latter,  with  Imcksjnd  or  line  shot? — A.  1  .nencrally  shoot  them  with  ii 
shotgun  loaded  with  buckshot  if  asleep;  if  awake  we  gcin'rally  shoot 
them  with  a  rille. 

i).  .Indging  by  the  direction  that  seals  were  traveling  duriiifc  your 
experience,  where  do  you  siii)pose  was  their  destination  ? — A.  I  <;au  not 
tell  their  destinati<»n.  but   I  should  Judge  they  went      ..•,.,• 
south  in  the  fall  from  l."»  to  ."iini  miles  olVsliore,  and  in      '  '*•'"*""'• 
the  spring  they  travel  to  the  northward  from  '>  to  100  miles  »)tVshore. 

i).  In  (uder  to  preserve  the  seals,  do  yon  think   it  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  stop  all  killing  in  the  water  of  tiie  Bering  S<'a  ? — A.   Yes,  sir;  I 
think  it  absolntelv  neccssaiv,  in  (»rder  to  protect  the 
seals,  to  stop  all  killi;ig  ol  c('.\vs  in  the  Bering  Sea  ?  .i/.Vn™^^^^^^^^^         '' 

(f.  Do  yon  think  of  anything  «'ls«' that  is  of  value  in 
regard  to  this  seal  (jnestion.  tliat  I  have  not  askeil  yon;  anything  you 
would  lik(^  to  say;  you  can  give  your  opinion  about  it. — A.  I  h.ive  no 
more  to  i^tiy  than  what  I  have  already  said. 

<'apt.(llfSTAVK  Sr.Nl)VALL. 
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Capt.  (rE<»i{(JK  Bafj.,  having  ln'en  duly  sworn,  testitied  as  follows: 

The  NoTAUY: 
Q.  What  is  your  mime,  ag<-,  residence,  and  occiipa    ^  ;.;-■-;:'■  ""H-'"''" "I- 
tioil? — A.  My  name  is(ieinge  Ball;  age,!-;  residence 
271U — VOL  11 31 
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at  present,  Si\ii   Francisco,  ('al.;   occiipatioii,  master  an«i  Imnter  of 
Heals. 

Q.  Are  yon  a  citi/en  of  the  l'ni!e(l  States? — A.  1  am. 
Q.  What  State  are  yon  a  resident  of? — A.  I  am  a  native  of  ('»mn«'e- 
ticnt  ami  a  resident  of  the  State  (»f  California  for  the  last  twenty  seven 
years. 
Q.  Have  yon  been  enjiajfed  in  <-att!hiiijn-  seals  in  the  I'acitic  ami  Ber- 
injj;' Sea,  and  for  how  Ion;;? — A.  I  have  been  <'nj>'aj;'ed 
in  sealing;'  in  the  I'aeitit-  and  Herin;;  Sc^a  otf  and  on  for 
a  number  of  years  past;  t'onstantly  dnrin;;  the  sealing;'  season  for  the 
last  few  years. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  w«'re  that  yon  have  taken  in 
the  racilie  and  IJerin;;  St'af — A.  Yes;  I  have  taken  both  male  and  fe- 
nnile  seals,  but  1  sujiposi'  the  oreater   per  c»'nt  that  I 
jjimtj  p, t  ceut  ft-  i,.,^ve  taken  wonid  be  about  00  per  cent  females,  <u' 
even  mon', 
Q.  What  percentag«' (d"  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  cowsl?— A. 
About  1)0  per  cent,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  bulls  are  not  migra- 
tive. 
Q.  What  i»ereentage  of  the  cows  you  have  taken  were  with  jmp? — 
^,    ,    „  ,    A.  Ab(»ut  00  per  cent  of  the  cows  taken  were   with 

pui»;  there  may  be  one  in  a  hundred  that  IS  either  With- 
out pup  or  hiis  had  one. 
Q.  When  dees  sealing  commeiu'e  in  the  racilie,  and  when  d«tos  it 
*;nd? — A.  Sealing  lu'aetically  com'jicnec.s  tlu've  ii>  ,Ian- 
unry,  aiul  it  practically  ends  bccwej'ii  the  L*r»th  of  dune 
and  the  5th  of  .luly.    The  latest  I  ever  !:;;iired  was  about  the  oth  <d' 
Jidy,  and  with  very  inditiVri'ut  suec^.-ss. 

Q.  Wheu  does  sealing  commence  in  the  liering  Sea,  and  what  date 
does  it  end? — A.  Sealing  commences  in  the  IJering  Sea  about  the  oth 
of  July  aud  emls  in  November,  with  heavy  weather;  that  is,  it  iseuded 
about  ()i  tuber  or  tui  last  of  Xovember  by  reason  of  the  bad  weather 
not  permitting  any  huuting  of  seals. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  seals  are  taken  compan'd  to  those  you  destroy 
in  (hung  so;  in  other  words,  h()w  many  do  you  actually  get  out  of  those 
you  sho(»t? — A.  If  we  get  three  seals  out  of  every  five 
we  consider  it  doing  very  good  work,  and  so  [  believe 
do  all  hunters,  even  the  best  of  the  hunters. 

Q.  18  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  tirst  started  in  the  business  and 
was  inexperience<l  in  hunting  that  you,  like  all  other  i^eginners,  de- 
stroyed a  much  larger  proportion  tiian  you  do  now  ? — A.  Undoubtedly 
we  did  destroy  a  much  larger  proportion  than  we  do  now. 

Q.  Are  the  seals  ycm  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  o:i  the  water  or  awake; 

and,  if  awake,  do  you  shoot  at  them  Mhile  breeching? — \.  M(»stly  they 

are  asleep,  especi;*lly  while   they  have  their  pups;  but  there  is  a  good 

deal  of  shooting  done  while  they  are  awake  and  breeching,  but  with 

less  chance  of  ^'^tting  them,  to  be  sure. 

Q.  llave  you  ever  seen  any  seals  born  in  the  water,  and  is  it  your 

opinion  that  it  is  possible  for  tlnMU  to  be  born  in  the 

Not  born  in  wat.r.   ^^.jj^.p j_^^.  Xo,  sir;  they  are  not  like  sea-otter,  they 

being  born  in  the  water.     A  seal  is  Just  as  helpless  in  the  water,  until 

they  are  about  six  weeks  or  two  months  old,  as  a  child. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  place  where  seals  land  outside  of  the  seal 

islands? — A.  The  seals  are  found  only  on  certain  is- 

""   lands,  where  they  inigrat«'  Irom  year  to  year  for  the 

l)urpose  of  breeding,  throwing  tiieir  pups. 
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Q.  lias  tluM»!  been  iniy  decrease  in  the  (|uiiiitit,v  of  seals  as  eorupared 
to  previous  years? — A.  There  has  been  a  (le«'i(le<l  de- 
crease.    Vessels  that   used   to  jjet  with   experienci'd      •^"'■'"•'•e- 
hunters  .'{,()(»(>  or  4,(MK)  in  a  season,  now  yet  with  experieiiced  hunters 
less  than  half  of  that  nnnd)er. 

(}.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  decrease? — A.  I 
attribute  tlu^  decn-ase  to  the  indiscriniinate  slaughter  i^jii";)','" '"''"''"*"' 
of  the  seals. 

(}.  Do  the  pups   ju'iish    with   the  «'ows   that  you 
kill  ?— A.  Certainly,  they  (h).  rupsioBt. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion,  if  sealing-  continues  unrestricted,  that  they 
will  soon  be  cxterniinated  ? — A.  They  will,  in  my  opinion,  not  be  entirely 
externiinated  should  scaling-  continue  tlicie  as  usual,  but  it  will  make 
th«'  business  of  seal  catchiny  so  unpiotitable  that  no  oiu'  will  desire  to 
enyajjc  in  it,  1  think. 

t^.  In  youi'  opinion,  is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  ju'otect  the  cows  in 
in  the  Heriny-  Sea,  to  prevent  the  herd  from  beiny'  ex- 
terminated?    If  so,  for  what  months  in  the  year  ?— A.   ^,,1',';''"'''""  ' ''"• 

It  is  my  opinion  that  it  is  altsolutely  necessary  to  ju-o- 

lect  the  cows  in  the  Iierin<>;  8ea  durinj;'  the  entire  year  for  a  period  of 

years, 

i).  Do  you  ycneially  shoot  seals  with  a  ritle  or  shot<;'un,  and  if  the 
latter,  with  buckshot  or  fine  shot? — A.  Wv  use  both,  but  principally 
with  a  shotj^iin  loaded  with  No.  2  shot,  heavy  buckshot. 

if.  .ludj^inj^- by  the  direction  that  seals  were  tiaveliu}'' durinjj  your 
experience,  wln'rc  <lo  von  supp<»se  was  their  dcstina 
tion  . — A.   In  the  tall  ot  the  year  they  leave  then' rook- 
eries and  travel  to  a  warnu'r  climate,  traveliufi'  from  ~)  miles  to  l(K>  miles 
oHshore. 

Q.  Do  you  think  of  anythiu};'  else  that  is  of  value  in  rej-ard  to  this 
seal  questi(ui  that  1  have  not  asked  you,  and  if  any- 
thinj-'  you  would  like  to  say.  y(»u  can  ;iive  your  o|tinion    li.I.'.'^H.'.ei'i^^^^^^^^^ 
abontit? — A.  Well.  I  think  it  is  proper  for  the  intei'csts 
of  sealinji'  in  those  waters  that  the  Government  sluuild  take  imnu'diatc 
ncti(Hi  in  the  protection  of  seals  in  the  Leriiiy  8ea. 

(ir.o.  Ball. 


William  IIknson,  having'  been  duly  sworn,  testi-      ,,..„.     ,, 

lied  as  follows:  Hcaltr. 

The  XoTAUY: 

Q.  What  is  your  name,  aye,  resi<lenee,  and  oecui)ation? — A.  My 
nanuMs  William  llenson;  I  am  .lO  years  old;  1  resnle  in  this<'ity;  I 
have  been  occujiied  in  seal  hnntiny  for  about  eiy'it  years. 

(.},  Are  you  a  citizen  of  the  t'nitcd  States* — A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  State  aie  you  a  resident  of? — A.  The  State (»f(;alifornia. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  what  sex  the  seals  were  that 
you  have  taken  in  the  Pacilii-  antl  Merinj;  Sea? — A. 
Two-thirds  of  them  are  fenn\les. 

(}.  What  p«'rcentay«' of  the  skins  you  have  taken  were  cows? — A. 
Two  thirds,  I  should  say. 

i).  What  pereentayeof  the  cows  you  have  taken  were  with  pu|)f — 
A.  At  least  «>(>  jH'r  <'ent  were  with  pup. 

(}.  When  dcM's  sealing  commence  in  the  l'aciti«'  and      siaiini' ».Mon. 
when  does  it  end  ? — A.  Sealinu  commences  in  the  Pa- 
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StMils  nut  born  in 
water. 


Lnnd  only  on  inlanils. 


cific  about  tlio  1st  of  Jiuinary  and  ciids  ubout  tlic  lust  of  June. 

Q.  When  does  sealinji'  coiniiienee  in  the  IJorinj;'  Sea  and  when  does 
it  end? — A.  It  connnences  in  the  l»eiin{:f  Sea  about  the  1st  of  July  and 
ends  about  the  1st  of  Novenil)ei'. 

Q.  What  percentage  of  seals  ar<'  taken  compared  with  those  you  de- 
stroy in  doing  so;  in  other  wtu'ds,  how  many  do  you 
wasto  »» lite.  actually  get  out  of  those  you  shoot  ?— A.  We  gi't  about 

two-thirds  of  those  we  shoot. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  first  started  in  the  business  and 
^as  inexperienced  in  hunting,  that  you,  like  all  other  beginners,  de- 
stroyed a  much  larger  proportion  than  you  now  do? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

i).  Are  the  seals  you  shoot  at  mostly  asleep  on  the  water  or  awake; 
and  if  awake,  do  you  shoot  at  them  while  breeching? — A.  We  take 
the  sleepers  first,  and  we  also  shoot  at  them  while  breeching. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  seals  bcun  in  the  water,  and  is  it  youi- 
opinion  that  it  is  jmssible  for  them  to  be  Ixnn  in  the 
water? — A.  I  think  it  impossible  for  seals  to  be  born 
in  the  water. 

Q.  ])o  you  know  of  any  place  where  seals  land,  out- 
side of  the  seal  islands? — A.  1  do  not ;  no  sir. 
Q.  Has  there  been  any  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  seals  as  (!omi>ared 
to  i)rcvi()us   years? — A.  1    think    there    has    been   a 
Decrease.  decrease  of  seals  as  compared  to  previous  yeais  of 

about  25  i»er  ci'nt  oi-  more. 
Q.  If  there  is  a  decrease,  to  what  do  you  attribute  it  ? — A.  I  attribute 
it  to  the  extermination  by  inexitciienced  hunters. 

Q.  Do  the  pups  perish  with  the  cows  that  you  kill  ? — 

Pups  lost.  A      \-  :        ii  I 

'  A.   \  es,  sir;  they  do. 

Q.  Is  it  your  o])inioii  if  sealing  continues  unrestricted  that  they  will 
be  soon  exterminated. — A.   I  am  of  that  opinion;  yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  your  opinion,  is  it  ab.solutcly  necessary  to  protect  the  cows  in 
the  Bering  S.a  to  prevent  the  herd  from  being  exter- 
ne.es-  minatcd ;  if  so,  for  what  months  in  the  year? — A.  I 
think  it  necessary  to  protect  tlie  cows  in  the  IJering  Sea 
from  the  first  of  July  to  the  last  of  November,  in  tudcr  to  protect 
them  from  being  exterminated. 

Q.  Do  you  generally  shoot  seals  with  a  riHe  or  shotgun,  and  if  the  lat- 
ter, with  buckshot  or  fine  shot? — A.  We  generally  shoot  the  seals  with 
bucksliot  if  we  are  eh)se  enough;  if  not,  we  .shoot  them  with  a  ritle. 
i).  Judging  by  the  direction  tliat  seals  were  traveling  in  the  spring 
...     ,.  of  the  year  during  vour  exiierience,  where  do  you  sup- 

\1  I  ('flit  II  til  «  ■  '  %J  M. 

po.se  was  their  destination? — A.  They  go  inuth  during 
the  spring  of  the  year. 

William  Henson. 


Protection 
sary. 


State  of  California, 

City  ami  County  of  Snn  Frnncisco,  ss: 

I,  Clement  Hennett,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  city  and  county, 
do  liereb)  certify  that  the  witnesses  in  the  foregoing  deiiositions  named 
were  by  me  duly  sw(U'n  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  noth 
ing  but  the  truth;  that  said  depositions  were  reduced  to  writing,  and 
when  completed  were  carefully  read  to  said  witnesses  and  subsaibed 
in  my  presence. 


TAKKN    1\    SAN    FRANCISCO. 


485 


In   witness  \vlH'r«'(>r  I  luivr  licn'Uiito  siilisciilu'd  my  iiiuno  and  at" 
fixed  my  sesil  ofollice,  this  lioth  day  of  February,  1S1»2. 

[SEAL.]  CLEMEM    liENNKTT, 

Notary  Public. 


W 


Deposition  of  Z.  L.  Tanner,,  Commander,  U.  S.  Xary. 

II A  HITS. 

Z.  Ti.  Tanner,  beiiifi' duly  sworn,  deposes  and  saitli :  I  am  a  Lieutenant- 
Counnaiider  in  tlie  United  States  Navv,  eoinmandini;'     „ 
tlie  I'isli  Commission  Meanier  Alhatronn.    I  nave  made 
live  cruises  in  Alasiian  waters,  emi>i'aein<;'  the  entire  region  from  Fort 
Tonfiuss  to  the   Kusivol<wim   K'iver.   iiM-hulin<>'  the   eastt-iii  portion  of 
]»erinjr  Sea.     I  liave  never  seen  and  have  no  knowledge      ...       ,  , 
ol  any  tur  seal  rookeries  in  ilie  region  otiiei  than  those   i,M,kiii,s    .isiuinic 
on  the  Priiiilof  Islands,  and  iiave  never  seen  fur-seals   j';;;;;^""  '■'""'"'   '-^ 
in  any  gieat  ahundanee  save  on  and  near  said  islands. 

Z.  I..  Tannkk, 
Ijivutenani-Vommander,  I'.  .V.  \ai\if. 

(Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this2!>th  day  of  April,  l.S1)2. 

doSEPH  .McKKAy, 
United  IStates  TreUfiuri/  Aycnt. 


Deposition  of  W.  Thomas,  master  mariner. 

PELAGIC  .SEALING. 

W.  Thomas,  bein}»-  duly  sworn,  dci)o.ses  ami  says:  f  am  a  seaman  by 
occupation  and  at  present  captain  of  the  steamer  Hlsir.  Previous  to 
taking  command  of  the  I'JIsic  I  was  in  command  of  the  steamer  Karluk 
doing  business  in  Alaska  most  of  that  time.  The  hun- 
ters follow  the  .seal  from  south  of  San  Francisco, 
where  they  bejiin  to  taki:  them  l!<  February  until  they 
enter  IWirinj^-  Sea.  The  seal  are  constantly  on  the  ad- 
vance up  the  coast  from  the  tinii'  tliey  first  appear. 
The  white  hunters  u.se  shotguns  altogethei-  for  taking 
always  understood  that  .'5.')  per  c?nt  of  seals  shot  with  shotguns  are 
lost.  Hunters  use  no  discrimination  in  killing  seal,  but 
kill  everything  that  come."''  near  the  boat,  regardless 
of  sex.  1  have  heard  that  s.'al  have  be<'n  decreasing  the 
last  few  years,  cau.sed,  1  think,  by  pelagi<'  .sealing. 
Have  never  known  any  pups  being  born  in  the  water 
or  ou  the  land  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  outside  of  the 
IM'ibilof  Islands.  I  hav«'  never  known  myself  of  fur- 
seal  hauling  up  on  the  coast  of  Alaska  outside  of  tin* 
Pribilof  l.slands,  but  have  heard  tliere  were  a  few  one 
seas(ni  hauled  on  Oiimnak  Island.  I  think  that  all  pelagic 
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Nil  pelagic  birth. 
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seal  a  chance  to  increase. 


n  few  years  to  give  the 


W.  Thomas. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  ine  this  .{Oth  day  of  April,  l.S!>2. 

A.  VV.  Lavender, 
United  iStates  Treasury  Agent, 
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Affidavit  of  Adolph  W.  TliotiipHon,  xcalcr  (matej. 

pelagic  sealing. 

Statk  of  Califokma, 

City  (Oiil  Count jf  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

Adolpli  W.  Thompson,  luiviiij;  heeii  duly  swoin,  «l('])Osea  and  says:  I 

reside  in  San  Franrisco.     My  o<-cii])ation  is  that  of  a 

KxiMMiimi'.  master  mariner,    i  went  sealing'  in  ISIMK  wiien  I  was 

AUh  M.,^,;  iHiK,.       ^^y^^^^  ,,,•  ^]^^,  ^m^,  AUjer.    We  sailed  from  Seatth'  in  tlie 

s.i.iin({ oil  (..list,  latter  part  of  January,  and  st-aied  (tlV  th«' roast  until 
July,  ami  then  entered  tlu'  IJerinj;  Sea.  The  eateh  that  season  alonj; 
theeoastwaslKJ  \wv  eent  fenudes,  and  the  j>reater  jiro- 
portion  of  them  were  females  in  puj*.  We  «'ntered  the 
fi"  ISea  about  the  middle  of  .Inly,  and  we  ;i'ot  about  1,(»(K)  seals 
there.  That  was  the  best  cateli  of  the  whole  Heet  for  that  seas(»n,  the 
total  catch,  I  think,  beinj;'  about  li,(l(K>.  Those  we  killed  in  tin-  lierni}; 
Sea  were  mostly  females  in  nnlk.  We  nevt'r  went 
nearer  to  the  islands  than  between  25  and  ."{(>  miles. 
We  killed  most  of  them  while  they  were  yoinn'  to  or 
returning  from  the  Hshinji'  banks.  We  used  nu)stly 
8liotpins  in  killing'  seals.  AVe  carried  ritles,  but  di<l 
not  use  them  nuich.  The  most  of  the  seals  that  we  killed  were  asleep  on 
the  water.  The  female  seal  has  more  curiosity  than  the  nnile  seal.  We 
catch  more  seals  after  tw«)  or  three  days  of  rough  weather,  because 
they  are  tired,  and  when  it  is  calm  the  n«'xt  day  tln'y  are  tired  and  lie 
aslee|>  on  the  water.  We  had  seven  boats  on  the  AUic  AUjer,  each  boat 
having  thret^  men,  a  boat-judler,  a  steerer.  and  hunter. 

In  1801  1  went  out  in  the  schooner  C.  //.  White.     We  left  here  ab()nt 
the  5th  of  February,  and  sealed  along  the  coasc  and 
did  not  enter  the  JJering  Sea  that  season.     We  caught 
about  4.'iS  seals,  and  a  large  prop»ution  of  them  were 
females  withyoung  onesintheni.     They  wereuot  nearly 
as  plentiful  that  season  as  they  were  in  1S<,K».     The  best 
hunter  will  tire  about  twenty  cartri<lges,  and  they  get 
ten  or  twelve  seal  <,  while  a  hunter  of  less  experience 
will  tire  oiu^  hundred  rounds  and  get  nothing,  but  will  wound  and  dis- 
able them.     If  a  seal  is  shot  dead  he  will  sink  at  once. 
You  have  got  to  get  to  them  at  once,  ov  else  you  will 
l(Kse  them.    The  object  is  to  wound  them  so  that  they  will  Hop  around 
on  the  water.     On  mv  lirst  vovage  1  thiidc  \\e  got  two 
MaHteoi  i,f«.  ^^^j^  ^^^  ^,^.^^j.^.  ^^.^  j,^.^-^  ^^.^  killed.    That  does  not  tak(i 

into  consideration  the  uidMU-n  pup,  or  the  puj*  of  the  mother  that  dies 
on  the  rookery.  I  have  taken  unborn  pups  frtuu  their  nn)thersand  fed 
them  on  condensed  nulk,  and  kept  tlu'm  for  quite  a  time.  I  refer  to 
cases  where  the  mother  is  about  r«'a<ly  to  deliver  her  juip.  I  am  satis- 
tied  front  my  exi)erience  that  they  must  protect  the 
seals  in  Uering  S«'a.  If  not  they  will  soon  be  killed 
ofl".  It  nuiy  also  be  necessary  to  protect  them  in  the 
N(»rth  Pacific,  for  the  catch  in  those  waters  are  nearly  all  females 
carrying  their  yoiiug. 

A.  W.  Thompson. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  Ajuil,  A.  1>.  1802. 
[seal.]  Clement  liKNNETT, 

Notary  Public. 
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J)eposition  of  FrttneiH  Ttiftlc,  livii  >nfuit,  I'nihd  titatiH  lit t'ennv  Murine. 

pelaoic  sealing. 

State  of  Camfornia, 

Citjl  (nul  Cninitu  of  tSV/H  Frttnvisvo,  ss: 

KriUM'is  TiittU',  liiiviiij;' IxMMi  <luly  sworn,  deposes  iiiul  says:  I  am  a 
tirst  lit'iiteiiaiit   in    tlie    United    Stales    Kevenne  ("nfter  Service,  ami 
iiiive    been    an    ollicer   in   that    servi«*e    foi-  the   last 
tliirteen  years.     Am  at  |»resent  in  eommanil  of  the  rev-      i'''vi»n.ii<r. 
enne  (!ntter  llaitliy  at  San  Franelsc().     I  nmde  ernises 
t«»  the  Ueriii;;'  Sea  in  tiie  United  States  !{evenne  steamer /('».v/*  dnrinj; 

the  vears  lSSS-'.S1>and  1S!H).    I )nrin"' t  lie  sealini;' season       

ot  l.s.N^  the  Hm/i  ernised  in  Uernifj  hea  and  made  tre-   s..i. 
qnent  stoppa^t'es  at  the  seal  ishinds. 

I  had  an  exei'lh'iit  opportunity  to  observer  some  oftlie  seal  rookeries 
dniinj;'  my  (Irst  visit  to  the  islands,  and  s]»ent  much  time  in  studyinj; 
the  habits  of  the  seals,  botii  on  the  rookeries  and  in  the  adjacent 
waters,  I  was  jjarticularly  im|>i'essed  with  the  j;reat  niuid>ers  to  be 
seen  b(»tli  on  land  and  in  the  water.  Durin;;-  the  summei-  of  ISS!)  the 
/»'««/(  was  so  actively  eiijia{{'ed  cruisinj;'  in  pursuit  of  vj'ssels  enga;ie«l 
in  ilh'fjal  sealinjf  that  our  Jinchorages  off  the;  seal  rookeries  that  season 
were  short  and  infrcMiuent;  hence  1  did  nctt  liav«'  the  oppoituidty  to 
observe  them  as  closely  on  lan<l  as  the  preceding  year. 

During  1S5M>  the  /»'««//  was  not  engaged  in  preventing  sealingiuitside 
tlic  shore  linnt,  and  we  spent  much  tinu'  in  full  view  of  the  seal  rook- 
eries and  cruising  about  the  seal  islands,  and  1  also  made  treijueiit 
visits  to  the  breeding  grounds. 

The  deserted  appearance  (»f  the  rookeries  and  the  absence  of  seals  in 
the  water  was  very  noticeable  and  was  a  matter  of  gen- 
eral remark  among  the  ollicers  of  the  vessel,  who  had  "••"'■"■*"• 
been  on  the  former  cruises.  \'ery  large  tracts  of  tlie  lookeries  which  I 
had  ibrmerly  seen  occupied  by  the  seals  were  entirely  deseited,  and  the 
herds  were  unich  smaller  than  those  of  ISSS.  My  attention  was  also 
••ailed,  by  those  conversant  with  the  facts,  to  the  grass  growing  on  the 
inshore  si<le  of  some  of  the  rookeries,  and  to  tlu'  thie«'  (litl'erent  shades 
of  grass  to  be  seen,  indii^ating  the  spaces  that  had  n(»t 
been  occupied  by  the  seals  for  several  years,  owing  to  ,i,,^,.|.,,,,| 
their  dindnished  nund)er,  the  darker  shade  slM»wed 
where  the  growth  tirst  commenc«'d,  an<l  a  lightt'r  shade  for  each  succeed- 
ing year.  Ther«'  wer«'  thn'c  or  four  ditferently  shach'd  growths,  r«'ach- 
ing  down  to  the  sand  of  the  rookeries,  and  on  that  portion  of  the  rook- 
eries occupied  by  seals  they  wen;  not  lying  near  as  compact  as  in  1.SS.S. 

In  our  frequent  passages  din-ing  1S!K),  between  the  Aleutian  group 
and  the  seal  islands,  we  sometinu's  made  an  entire  passage  without 
seeing  a  seal.  This  was  entin^ly  diffcM'cnt  fiom  the  i'.\perien(!e  of  the 
preceding  years,  indicating  a  great  falling  olfof  seal  life. 

I  have  observed  and  learned  that  «'rews  of  v<'ssels  engaged  in  seal- 
ing kill  all  kinds  without  r«'gai'd  to  age,  sex,  or  condi- 
tion. 1  have  seen  among  the  skins  taken  fi'om  vessels  .  J^'"'''*«''"""ii<'  k'"- 
we  have  seized,  bull  skins  which  1  was  told  by  experts 
were  comi>ai'atively  worthless,  others  so  small  as  to  be  classed  as  pup 
skins.  AmcMig  the  Indian  crews  of  the  N'ancouver  island  sealing- 
vessels,  1  have  seen  the  skins  of  unborn  pup  seal;  In'ing  of  no  com- 
mercial value,  the  crews  were  allowed  to  keep  them.  These  unlioi-n 
pups  had  been  tak«'n  from  female  seals  killed  while  coming  up  the  west 
coast  of  North  America. 
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In  my  coiivcrsatioii  with  nicii  cn^tipMl  in  sralliiiiitin^'  in  llic  o])oii 
water  of  tlu' Notftli  Pacifir  iiiid  Ufiiiij--  Sen,  I  liave  iutt  Ixm'ii  al»l«'  to 
iH't  Huflic'ient  iiitbnnatioii  to  Conn  a  rt'liahlo  cstinnite  of  tin*  av('ra;L;o 
iiunilKT  savt'd  <mt  of  the  total  iininbcr  shot,  nor  of  the  perct'ntaj;*'  of 
fenuiles  ki11<'(l. 

Ah  a  rule,  hunters  an' extremely  reticent  about  iH'ivinjf  information 

on  the  Hubject  to  otticers  (»f  tlie  <lovernnient.  but  from  tiie  well  known 

fact  that  the  female  seal  is  nnu-h  moi'c easily  approaclicd  tlian  the  male 

».   .,  ,     ,    .,     and  sleeps  nu)re   fre(|uentiv  on  the  water  and   Is  less 

active  when  t-arryiu}*'  her  youn^,  1  havi'  no  doubt  that 

the  fenuile  is  the  one  that  is  being'  killed  by  the  hunter. 

Fkan(;is  Tuttlk. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  l.'itli  day  of  Ajtril,  A.  I). 
1892. 

[SEAL.]  CLEMEMT  JiKNM/J'T, 

Notut'ij  I'ublic. 


Deposition  of  M.  Ij.  Washlnniij  f tinier, 

PELAftK!   SEALING. 

State  of  California, 

City  anil  County  of  Son  Francisco,  hs  : 

M.  L.  Washburn,  having  been  duly  sworn,  dejmses  and  says:  T  re- 
side at  West  Kandolph,  Vt.,  but  spend  most  of  my  time 
Kxptriineo.  on  the  south  shores  of  Alaska.     My  occupation  is  that 

of  a  fur-di'ah'r.      I   have  been  in  Alaska  for  thirteen 
years;  and  for  the  last  live  years  have  been  traveling  in  the  early  siini- 
nu'r  mouths  of  each  year,  buying  furs  from  Kodiak  Island  east  to  I'rince 
"Williams  Sound  west;  occasionally  1  nnulc  trips  as  far  east  as  Yakutat 
„,     ,,  Bav  and  as  fai- west  as  Chignic  r>ay.    The  seals  appear 

Mii;rnti(>n.  •      li  i  i    i.     •        »        •  i  i    •  •  i 

in  these  waters  late  in  Aprn  and  increase  in  numbers 
until  the  latter  i)art  of  May,  and  then  gradually  decrease  in  numbers 


--•#,■7    ---- r-"---    ..■ —  ~- 

duly,  when  they  all  disappear.     1  annually  visit 
nearly  all  the  settlements  in  this  region,  ami  many  of  the  uninhabited 


until  about  the  loth  of 

nearl.v 

islands 


and  have  never  seen,  and   in  conversation   with  the  various 

tribes  of  natives  have  never  heard  of  fur  seals  hauling 

corHt."""'""' "'' ""  O"  '^I'ore  of  the  mainlands  or  the  islands  in  this  di.= 

trict,  either  lor  breeding  nv  temitorary  resting  place, 

since  my  residence  in  Alaska,  and  in  (nily  one  case  have  I  heard  of  a 

young  pup  fur  seal  being  found  in  the  waters  ol  this  district.    .\  sinjjle 

imp  seal  was  found  last  year  near  Marnol  Island  by  a  hunter  who  had 

been  for  years  engaged  in  hunting,  and  this  was  the  only  case  that  had 

ever  come  t«t  his  knowledge.     And  1  would  say  in  this  (;onnectioii  that 

all  the  snniU  islands  are  visited  during  the  summer  by  native  hunting 

parties;  and  they  informed  an*  that  they  never  had  found  any  fur-seals 

on  shore.    Five  years  ago  it  was  a  cfunmoii  occurrence  to  sail  past  large 

numbers  of  fur-seals;  many  times  weHuind  them  asleep  on  the  water, 

and  thev  were  not  easilv  frightened  at  the  prcst'iice  of 

a  vessel,  but  for  the  last  tw(>  years  the  seals  have  been 

m(H'e  scattering,  fewer  in  numbers  and  much  more  shy. 

The  sealing  schooners  appear  soon  after  the  tirst  appearance  of  the 

seal,  and  a  porticm  of  them  remain  in  these  wat«'rs 

« ajr  c 8«'a  11(1.        mitii  early  in  July,  when  they  sail  to  the  westward 

toward  Ueriiig  Sea. 
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Frnin  coiivet'Siitioii  witli  tlir  Inuitrrs  I  Iimiii  tlcit  tlicy follow  tlirsiMis 
to  witiiiii  :i  I't-w  iiiiirs  (it°  sliurc.  mih!  Iiiiiit  lln-iii  iit  times  in  tlic  iiioiitliot' 
tin' larj^c  l»!i\  s.  Soiiif  of  liii'  pi  iiicip;il  sciiliii^  uroiiuils  in  this  icj^ioii 
arc  I  Hit  :i  tew  miles  otV  the  islam  Is,  inlets,  and  li.iriMtrsoii  ilijseoast.  In 
ISDI  a  lai'juc  niiinl)eidttlie  dealers  I  I'.iusleii'ed  t  lieireat  -li 
to  the  l')n;;lish  \es>el  li.iinihr  in  Alitak  l»a,v,  KodiaU 
Island,  to  l>e  ti':ins|)iii'led  to  N'ictoiia,  Itritisli  ( 'oluinltia.  Iieioic  ;;'oin;; 
west  to  the  P.erin;:  Sea. 

In  pui'ehasin^'  liic  seals  IVoin  liiMileis  I  have  noticed  that  not  less 
than  7.")  pel- cent  of  the  catch  taken  i)re\  ions  to  Ma\' 
L'o  are  female  seals;  and  from  the  development  of  th'e  ^i.^iV'^lliVrir"""' '*'' 
t«'at  on  the  skin  weie  e\ideMlly  fen:ales  with  pnp. 
After  that  the  catch  is  mo^M.v  vnnny  seals;  and  i  paid 
in  ist  atrention  to  the  sex.  I  had  in  my  employ  men 
whoaieold  seal  hnnters.  and  who  were  formerly  en- 
;;a.ued  in  that  bnsiness.  and  tiiey  have  often  told  ni«' 
that  they  lost  at  least  two  out  of  every  three  they 
killed,  and  that  tin;  seals  are  not  nearly  so  plentifnl  as 
tlu'y  w»'re  !i\('or  si\  years  aj;o. 

In  my  Journeys  in  these  wall  ,s  I  ha\»'  noticed  that  seals  are  inucli 
U'ss  plentifnl  than  when  I  first  went  there  live  y«'ars  ajio,  and  that  the, 
decrease  has  l)een   veiv  marked  in  the  last  two  vears; 

and  I   have  no  doubt 'that  it  is  caused  l)y  the  killinj-'  i;,iu.'S'n«!'''  '' 

of  female  seals  in  the  water,  and.  if  continued,  will  cer- 
tainly end  in  their  extorniination. 

;M.  L.  W'Asimi  UN. 

Subscribed  and  sw(trn  to  before  mc  this  t»th  day  of  April,  l.S{>2. 
[SEAL.J  Clement  Uhnnett, 

Aotiiry  VubHc, 


I'lijiH  laki'ii. 
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Depositiitn  nf  Mivhdt '    W'hitr,  smhr  {master). 
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IIA HITS.— PEL A«I<"   SEALING 


State  of  CALir(»i;MA, 

('if If  (I ml  ('nil lift/  of  Sail  Frtiiirisco.  ss : 

Michael  White,  bein,^-  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  50  years 
of  aj^e.     I  reside  in  Mast   ()akland.     My  occupation  is 
master  mariner. and  I  have  been  so  euiiaucd  for  twenty       KxiHiimn'. 
seven  ye,- is,  otf  and  on.     I  ha\e  been  euf^aued  in  seal 
liuntiujLi  (lurin;n' tln' years  lssr»,  Is.st),  ISS7.  ISSS.and  1S,S!»,  in  the  North 
racilic  and   Merinu  Sea.     i   (hst  went  out  in  lSS."i  in  the  s(diooner  Cittf 
It/  Sun  IHi'iin^  charti'rcd  l»y  mvself  and  oihers,  and   my 
<'ateh  for  tliat  year  was  between  li.-iOO  and  L'.KK)  seals. 
Of  that  number  about  1. !•(»(»  were  caught  in  the  Ih-iinj;' 
Sea.     There  were  but  veiy  few  vessels  scalinj;-  at  that 
time.     In   ISStJ  1  was  master  of  the  schooner   7'r/v.sc, 
sailin^j'  from  San  Fianciseo  on  the  iM  day  of  I'ebruary, 
and  commenced   ca])turin<i'  seals  on   the  coast  of  ("dilbrnia.  and  fol- 
lowed them   from   that  date  noith   into  the   licriui;  Sea.     We  caught 
them  from  ,j  to  <i(l  ndles  olf  the  coast.     1  entered   the 
Beriufj'  Sea  on  the  (ith  day  of  .luin'.  is.sd,  ami  previous 
to  that  time  bad   cauuht  about   SOU  seals.    Then   I 
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st'ijied  in  tlio  I»«'viii;r  Sou  from  Unit  time  to  tlir  'JStli  nf  An;;ns}.  ciiii;,'!!! 

alHiiit  li,L'(MJ  iiimt',  tilt'  wliolc  (Midi  heiiiji  .l.tMio  I'm'  the  vcin.     In  iss;  | 

r  ..■  ..  ■  ,,,..,   was  master  of  tlu'  sclitMnu'r   l.otliv   rulrfhlil,  siiiliii"' 

Lottie  FiniiMil.lMT.  .,  .         ^  ,  i       • -^i      i  ,.  m         i 

ii-oin  San  r  riincisco  on  or  alxtiit  tlu>  htli  ihiy  nl  Aliircli. 
and  workfd  noitli\v:ird  to  tin*  llcrin;;  S«'ii,  and  ciiptinrd 

Enlrml  U..rl..«  S..H.    ^^.^  ^^..^j^         ,  j,|,.,|  ,.„|, .,.,., I   tl,,'  Mciiliy  SOil  illxHlt   tlU'Jitll 

of  July,  n-nisinj;-  tlicrc!  until  the  I'litii  diiy  oC  Aii;L:u.st.  iind   took   1,',*»17 
seals  more,  tlie  winde  ciiteli  Iteiii;;'  .'I.IOO  lor  tiie  yeai. 

In  IHSS  I  took  the  scliooiiei'  I  iiiltiiiiitnl  on  :i  lisliiii};'  iind  seiiliiiK  voy- 
ng«',  IcavitiH;  here  on  or  al»oiit   the  L'Otli  «»f  .Miireli.  and   cruised   in  the 

North  I'aeilie  up  to  the  island  of  Kodiiik.  <-a|)tiii'iii;;'  ttH> 
'*'*'*'     seals  up  to  tin' 7tli  day  »»t' .Inne.     I  did  not   enter   the 

lieriiifj  Sea  tinit  yenr.  I  did  the  same  in  l.SSt»,  my  trip 
lieinfi  the  same  as  in  ISSH.  and  my«'iiptuie  of  seals  was  iihoiit  the  snine, 
I  then  <|uit  sealinj*',  ami  I  am  in»\\  en^iiij^ed  in  tiinliiijn'  with  the  (iill»ert 
and  Marshall  islands  in  the  South  Taeilie  (h-eaii.      NN'liile  master  I  was 


Viiilatiiileil 
18hU. 


SlioutiDK  hl'uIh. 


Ninety  per  cj-iit  (e 

Uiull'8. 


Femalos  pri-ginuit. 


alsoeiijiayed  in  sliootin<>'  s«'als.  I  used  Ittitli  a  ritle  and 
d<Milde  barreled  shot>;iin;  theiille  loi- shoot  in  ;;■  "travel 
ers"and  the  shotfjun  foi-  shootinj;  sleepiti;;-  seiils.  The  Citif  »>/  Sioi, 
/>//'/jrr>  had  tour  boats.  Kaeli  boat  Inid  a  hunter  and  two  men  to  pull. 
The  Ten-Hi'  had  live  boats  similaily  e(|uippeil.  The  Lnffir  Fair- 
Jiehl  hail  six  boats  similarily  etpiipped.  The  I'li- 
f/ff »»/<// had  four  I >oats.  In  my  captures  oil' the  coast 
between  here  and  Sitkii  1K»p<'rcent  of  inyciitch  w«'re  fe- 
males, butott'the  coast  of  rnamiii'k  i'ass  there  wus  a  soiiiewhiit  smaller 
percentage  of  females,  and  neiirly  all  the  feiiiiiles  were  cows  lieiivy  with 
pup,  and,  in  some  instiinces,  the  period  of  ;;'estation 
was  so  near  at  lian<l  that  I  have  fretpiently  tiiken  tlm 
live  pupfnmi  the  mother's  \v(unb.  I  have  n«'ver  km»wn  of  any  seals  to 
haul  up  and  breed  between  hereaml  riiamack  Pass.  I  imve  often  fol- 
D«  not  haul  up  on  lo^vcd  them  vcry  <'lo;  e  in  to  the  mainland,  and  Lave 
land.  killed  them  sleepinji'  on  the  water. 

From  my  experience  and  observation  relative  to  the  fur-seal,  I  am 
lirmly  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  :i  physicjil  impossibility 

wfter*  ""'  ^'"^"  '"  **"'  *'"'  '"">^1''^''  •'^*?"'  ^'>  S've  birth  to  her  young-  in  the 
water  and  i)reserve  it;  but  that  it  is  necessary  tor  her 
to  haul  up  on  the  land  to  give  birth  and  lear  her  young.  I  have  never 
known  or  heard  of  their  giving  birth  to  their  young  otiier  than  on  their 
Land  only  on  i»  regular  liauliiig  grounds:  and  know  of  .o  instances 
inndH.  where  male  seals  have  hauled  out  on  hind  on  the  west- 

ern coast  except  at  the  Tribilof  Islanils.  1  nevei'  paid  any  particuhir 
attention  as  to  the  exact  number  of  or  proportion  of  ciicji  sex  killed  in 
the  Bering  Sea,  but  I  do  know  that  the  larger  por- 
tion of  them  were  females,  and  were  mothers  giving 
milk.  I  have  never  hunted  witiiiii  l.">  mih's  of  the 
I'ribilof  Islands;  but  I  have  often  killed  seals  in  milk 
at  distances  of  not  less  than  100  toL'OO  miles  fi'om  these 
islands.  From  my  knowledge  and  experience  in  the  business  it  is  my 
conviction  that  within  the  last  yew  years,  since  the  sealers  have 
,„  ^    ,,.,  bec(mie  so  numenms  in   th«'  I'acitie  and  I'.ering  Sea, 

Waste  or  life.  j.i      j.        j.  i-.  j.      i-   j.t  ■  ^        j\ 

that  not  m(ue  tiian  one  out  ol  three  is  secured.  Our 
jnirpose  and  practice  was  to  take  all  the  seals  we  could  get,  regjirdlet-d 
of  their  age  or  sex,  without  any  discrimination  whatever.  My  expe- 
rience is  that  the  s«'iils  have  been  decreasing  in  num- 
bers for  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  and  within  the 
past  two  or  three  years  very  rsipidly,  owing  to  the  in- 
discriminate killing  of  tl'.em  by  pelagic  hunters  and 
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vessels  ni}iiij;t'(l  ill  tliat  Imsiin'ss  in  tlu' waters  of  tin*  North  Parith*  and 
l{('iin;i-  Sea. 

ir  it  hi'  tin-  dcsin'  of  llif  (lovornnient  to  iM-rpftuat*'  tiieni,  it  is  vory 
important  tiiat  thrylx-  piotcctt'il  in  l.c  Nttitli  Tacifn-, 
as  well  as  in  \\w  iWriua  Sra,  since  it   l.''?-  hvvu  my  oh    Jy"""'"""     ""'" 
scrvatioii  tliat   tli<>  srais  an>  easily  alarmr<l.  an<l  the 
killin<:  of  tiiiMii  with  liicarnis  has  a  tcntU'ni-y  to  fri;;'ht(>n  tlie  herd;  nor 
«|o  I  think   it    possilde  to  pn'seivo  tlie  licrd    if  the  jiieat   shin;:litei'  of 
f«'mal(' seal-,  is  to  he  i-ontinned.     I   also  hrlieve  tliat  if 
st-alinu'   i-.  stopped   in  the  lU-viua  Sea  only,  sncli  fa<-t    y^'^^]'*^  "'    •'''"'"' 
woidd  lend  to  inrirast  tln-prireof  sealskins,  and  there 
wot  Id  iu>  a  much  lai';>«'r  llct't  littrd  ont  for  scalin;:   in   the   Pacific  than 
now,  which  wonid  destroy  the  held  and  prevent  it   from  ;ioin^  in*  .  the 
lieriny  Se;i.     This  opinion    is  based  on  the  wi-ll  known   fact   tli  .f  the 
valne  of  seidskins  is  increased  by  the  deeicase  in   the  nnnd»er  taken: 
an<l  the  hi;;her  the  pi  ice  of  skins  the  ;iteater  the  iiidncemeiit  to  lish 
eriiieii  to  hunt  them  in  the  North  I'acilic,  which  would  soon  destroy  the 
s«'al  tishinj;  industry  everywhere. 

.^IlCUAKI-    WlIITK. 

Snbscribetl  and  sworn  to  before  nie  this  1st  day  of  April,  \.  I).  ISIL'. 

[SKAL.j  C'LEiMKiNT    UENNKTT, 


Pcpo.sit!o)i  of  Tlicodorr  T,  ]yillltinis,  Jonnntlisf,  sent  outhy  lessees  to  hives- 

tUjdtc  itehtffic  sialiiKj. 

rEI.AOlC   SEALING. 

State  of  TALirouNiA, 

Citij  011)1  Con II ft/ 1)/  Sim  Frfinrisco.  ss: 

Theodore  T.  Williams,  lieiiiju' dnly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am  by 
jn'olessioii  a  ioiiriialist,  bcin;^' at  the   pres«'nt  tinu'  em- 
l>loyed  as  city  editor  of  the  San  Francisco   I*i\aiiiiner.      kximiuh..,. 
and  have  been  employed  in  that  and  similar  capacities 
in  the  eity  of  San  Francisco  for  the  past  thirteen  years.     Dnriajj  that 
time,  and  in  the  pnisnitof  my  profiession  as  a  Journalist,  I   have  Inul 
(((•(•asioii  to  inak«'  extended  impiiries  into  the  fnrsealin;i' industry  of  the 
Aleutian  Ishindsand  the  North  Pacilic. 

In  addition  to  the  information  wiiicli  1  obtained  for  joiirnalistiir  pnr- 
])osts.  I  was  requested  by  the  Alaska  ('ommercial  <"onipany  in  1SS!>  to 
])roceed  to  the  north  ind  make  a  coiii]dete  and  exhanstive  examination 
into  the  open-sea  sealin<i\  its  extent,  its  probable  injury  to  the  lessees 
of  the  s«'aliiij'"  privih'is'es  on  the  Pril»ih»f  Islands,  its  elfect  on  the  seal 
herd,  the  i)rolit  to  those  eii^ajied  in  it,  and  all  other  matters  (;onceru- 
in^i  it. 

The  ol)ject  of  the  iii(|iiiry  on  the  part  of  the  Alaska  T'ouimen-ial  Com- 
pany, which  c(>m|)aiiv  was  at    that   time  I'lijovin"-  the 

1  !■     il  I>      M     ■!       »■      I       1  1  »•  .1  !•        •'!     'l       jr.       i.  Oll.llMt  111  till'  llll|llir.V. 

lease  ot  the  Pribilof  Islands  from  the  I  nited  states 
(lovernnient,  was  to  secure  the  data  of  illicit  sealin;n',  which  they  needed 
to  base  their  estimates  on  in  biddinj;'  for  the  lease,  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
l)iration  of  the  privileji'c  they  then  held.  In  (nder  to  make  a  saf«'  bid, 
to  be  in  a  position  to  otfei  the  largest  amount  overlapping;  other  coni- 
l>etitors  for  the  privilege,  and  at  the  same  time  not  to  i>ay  more  for  the 
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|tri\  il('<;o  tliiiii  it  \v:»s  Wf>rt1i.  it  Wiis  ;ii»«i<».liit<']y  iM^rossnn  for  flioni  to 
llil\  ('  the  most  iirciiiiih'  inrniMiatimi  n  i.iliii;:  to  I  he  |Mol»iil»l(' (l<-slni(lio:i 
of  tin*  seal  lu*nl..iiii<l  jvIh^  r<»l!itiii{r  to  tin- |MolialM<*si/«M)r  rlio  illicit  ralt-ii 
ill  yt'iirs  to  coiiM'. 

Tli«'  iHTcssity  lor  kiKiwin^  rlioroii<^-|iiv  uliat  flu-  seal  ratcli  was  lil«'ly 
to  l)«-  ;iiM>M«-   iroin   tilt'    i;ii  I    rliat  iiiii-it    skins  coinc   into 
'" ai'hI'i!';,    coiiiiM'trioii  witli  I'liitilttt    Island   skins   in  tli«-  Loinioii 
UMJ    atVcrt    tlicii    \aliit'   very   uicatly       >»•':' 


JlClr       will 
Hkiiis 


Wiiil*. 


ai  y  U'sdiiioiiv  wiM'ii'  iinmaiy  H'snHioii.\  wasavauaoH": 
»K.  for  instan«-<',  in  IIimIiii;;  tin'  iiiiiiiIkm  <>!  ^kins  raptiirol  l»y  \«'S(*4'|.-.  in 
roriiicr  years.  I  ili<i  not  icst  at  an  in    ■  lion  oj  the  iiistoim  lioii*.r  ir- 

(orts  of  N'ictoiia.  Inil  in  neat  ly  cvii ;.      ^-     -friucd  access  to  llie   liooks 

*ik<l      •K*j*jklllll'.J      tftl'     flk4i      lil»tlk>liclliit'     ikttliiil'w      .kl'       ]     ia«k      t'OkikJAtl  .:         •Illil         III        Jl\'ii*>\-       111 


in-  vessels,  and    in   e\cf.\    in 
iie  pnreliasei  s  of  the    ikiii^. 
..ssil.lc    wiili    the    ie|MnM>   of 
:il«'    sales  were  made    v\  it  |i 


iiivesti;;atioii  was  sniail  ni  i^ieat.  inn    n    i  matter  of  sncli  majiiiitiide  as 
a  loiifj' lease  of  the  <lo\  ernineiit   sealiim   priviienes   in  Alaska,  an   erio- 
iie<iiis  estimate  ahoiit  i  lie  etfect  of  peiaiiii    coniperitioii.  or   the   diininn 
tion  of  the  seal  herd  b     )iela;;ie  sealin^i.  Aoiild    have   the   most   serums 
rons«'(|lM'nees. 

•'"iilly  iinderstandiiiy  the  resp»insil»iiiiit\   which    I    accepted    in   iinder- 

takiny  tlie  iiiipiii\.  the  investi;:arion  1  ma«le  was  mowt 
li.H^?lK.'^•'l^.l''''"''''''     flun'Mi-h  and  .areliil.      In  nocasedid  I  accept  second 

aiy  tes(iinoii\   where  primary  tesrimcniy  w as  a vai;hll•^r: 

i 

J 

and  aceoiints  ol  the  maiia;zini:  owners  •>! 

Hiaiice  went  to  the  ho  tks  and  aieoiilits  .►! 
ami  ajfaiii  cniiipared   their  reports  \\  lien 
1lW»»  auction  sales  in   London,  and  wliere    fi 
itHtaRll. 

liu  estimating:'  the  \aln«'  of  rite  vessels  ,"_:a;:ed  in  the  sealiw;;  i'ldns- 
'My  1  pursued  this  piaii.  N  '  '  ue  in  lii'itis>i|i  <'ohiiiil)ia  had  an\  idea  of 
my  real  Imsiness  i  hei>-  u  is,  a.-  I  w;is  careful  to  «'onceal  that  tact, 
to  the  hiiilders  oi  Ito.iis.  to  tl«'  Mwirer^  <»t  vessels,  to  the  chaiTer 
fiyessels.  represent  111^  that  1  iniiiiit  i»e  i:  need  of  such  s<'liooi>^i-s 
eii<iayed  in  the  sealiii;;  trade,  and  fp»—i\ed  prolfers  ol  ves*»eis 
'Hilly  values.  I  s«-<nred  reports  wliir-?i  Mr.  Miln.  lie  collecMir 
in*  port  ol  \'ict<»ria.  IukI  iinnie  to  the  {((Mtiiniun  <  iovt— •inieiiT,  with 
H'W  toi  presentation  «irli  tiie  llritish  siiw'  of  this  (uacstion.  and 
ire«l  HIS  reports  witli  tlie  cash  value  estianat«s  of  fttar  owners  of 
I  !he  offers  of  Imihiers  and  others  to  furnish  ve—<-is. 
V  ,  to  <irrive  at  I  hi  cmsi  of  oiitlil  ■,\m<\  the  prom  -  of  sealin}-' 
1  ii«»ked  tlirou;;li  tiie  aei-ounts  of  neairv  one  hnimred  voyajjes 
of  fi^tiHii^  M-liooners. 

Lu  aitemwinji'  to  determine  the  sex  of  seals  kiilletl  in  the  IJeriti^  Sea 
iui«l!  tile  NtxTtii  I'acilic.  and  «d  the  niimher  ol  settls  killed  in  excess  of 
ttiHHe  actiui'liy  secured  by  The  hunters.  1  had  iiirer\  lews  with  n])wards 
of  .j(»  i>*«^ai  sunters.  ai^le  from  interviews  siilt»<Mpn'ntly  liad  with  In- 
dian linntfvs.  1  ttNiinl  this  poriion  of  my  work  l»y  tar  the  most  dilli- 
«'ult.  Mucit  liiscussion  had  alreails  lieeii  had  al»out  the  damajiiiij:  cflcj-t 
of  |)4*l,i^'ie  sriiliii;:,  and  the  hunters  were  loath  to  tell  how  iiiaiiy  seals 
were  killed  and  not  reeo\(>red.  aini  wi'ie  olteii  averse  to  iiiaUin;;  truth 
fill  reports  idttmt  the  sex  ol  the  animals  killed:  but  It.v  I'retpieiitiii;; 
their  haiiri  s  and  cultivating  their  compan.v  for  loti};'  periods  I  suc- 
ceeded in  ^ettin^  accurate  statements  fron,  :>  iiumbei  (d'tliem. 
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>f  11  II    llll'    >ll'\>     II I  l-ll^<l^i  11^    I  Ill-Ill. 

Tlic  |»i;irticf  ill  I'.ritish  <'uliiiii)ii;i  is  to  pay  t  lit'  lirst  limitt'is  tin*  lii^ili 
est  raft' i)cr  skin.     Men  \vIi<mimiI<I  slmot  laiilv  well.  i»iit 

,  ,  ,        ,  III  11''  I'  '  '>^   "I  ^l'<>l  lllllllrl's. 

wild  iist'il  a   sli(ii;n'iin.  coiihI    he  sccmctl    lor  a   scalmji 


i-  ■ 
■J  <• 


•  •tli- 


!:Vi 


ilieil   II  «-i|iii-Mi  i\    iiiiii    llll-    |ii-ii    i.>iii     ir.>>i-i    \iiiin-.       II     i:n    mil    |m<mi  1  ii  iiir 

tnr  srliiMMU'is  to  »'ii^ni:<'  iis   liiiiitcis  iiirii  w  lio   miss  tlirir  cliamos  ol' 
UiliiiiU  III*' seals  ami    lila/.r  aw  a\  iiuli.>ci  iiiiliiatcly  w  itli   small  results. 
I>]veii  tlioii;i;li  tlie  liiiiiter  Is  oiil,\   jiaiil  lor  the  skin   lie  reeoveis,  the  loss 
to  the  vessel  l>y  his  iailiire  to  kill  when  an  oppoitiinity  oilers  is  e<|niva- 
leiit    to  the  irolit   it    woiiM   lia\e  iiia«le   on   the  skin    if  seemed.     l''or 
these  reasons  anu  'ii  a»coniit   oIIIm'  <;eiieral   |>ronen<'ss  ol'  men.  w  ho 
eonsiilei'  tlH'inselves  experts  in  the  use  of  any  weapon, 
to  lira-',  the  seal   hunters  of  IJritish   Colmiilna,  as  a    ,i,!i'i"sUi'ii.""'''^"'"" 
class,  t^i-ossly  exauii'-rate  the  jn'reentavjc  of  skins  the_\ 
recover,  to  the  nnniher  of  seals  aimed  at,  wounded,  or  killed. 

I  have  heard  men  say  that  they  killed  and  r«'covered  !M>  per  cent  of 
all  the  seals  tlie\  tired  at.  Init  on  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the 
schooners  on  wiiiih  they  had  l>eeii  employed  inevioiis  voyages,  I  dis- 
covered that  nunc  then  ten  rounds  of  iiinmiinition  ha<l  been  ii.sed  for 
every  skin  that  the  \i'ssel  hronylit  home. 

As  a  result  of  that  investiyation  in  the  llerinj;' Sea  and  North  I'acillc. 
ind  the  invest i->at ions  made  snhseipieiitly,  1  discovered: 

Kirst.  That  !».">  per  cent  of  all  the  seals'  killed  in  the  ...   .     . ,., 


IJcriii^  Sea  are  femalt 


licriii^  riea  are  lemaies. 

Seecnid.  That  fore\ery  three  sleepinn'  s«'als  kilhd  or  wounded  in  the 
water  (Hily  (Uic  is  reeo\»'r«'d. 

Third.  l"\>r  j-very  six  t ravelin;;'  seals  killed  or  wounded  in  the  water 
only  one  is  recov cicd. 

Fourth.  That  !>."»  per  cent  at  least  of  all  tln^  female  seals  killed  are 
either  in  pup  or  have  h'it  their  new  ly-liorn  pup  on  the  islands,  while 
t!iey  have  yoiie  out  into  the  sea  in  seaicli  of  food. 

The  result  is  the  same  in  eithei'  case.      If  the  unit  her  is  killed  the  pup 
on  shore  will  liiiiicr  foi'  a  few  days;  some  say  as  hui;:  as  two  or  three- 
weeks.   I>iit    will   iiie\  ital>ly  die  Itefore   winter.     .Ml  of 
the  sehooiieis  prefer  to  hunt  around  the   hanks  where   iinVii'thMimail'.'    '" 
the  female  si'uls  are  feediiijn'  to  atlcmplin;;  to  intercept 
thi>  male  s(>als  on  their  way  lo  and  from  the  hauling  ;^roun<ls. 

Aside  from  the  ;.;rcatci    ditliciilty  of  killiii;;  and  seeiirin;:  the  skin  of 
a  travclin^i'  seal,  and  the  lar;;('r  proportion  ol  loss  to  the  seliooiier,  diir 
in;;'  the  yreatei'  part  of  the  sealiiiu  season,  and  moie  paiticniarly  in  the 
llei'in;;  Sea.  there  are  few  males  to  lie  found  in  the  water. 

No  other  e\  idence  of  t  his  is  needed  than  the  oliservatioii  of  the  ;;en 
tlemeii   who  spend  the    s(>asoii    mi    the   I'riliilof  Islands  and    who  all 

a;;ree  in  report inu  that  the  male  seals    remain    there.      m-,!,,  ninii is. 

while  the  females,  as  snoii  as  tliey  are  dcli\ cied  of  their   i.uiiis  iiuiinK  iin  «iii 
youn;;,  ;;o  lortli  in  search  of  food.     The  male  seal  sel-   """' 
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(loin  sleeps  in  the  water  diiiiim  the  sealiiij;-  soasuii.  When  the  north- 
ward nii;4niti(»ii  l)e<;iiis  in  Mareh,  the  iiiah'  .seals  pnrsne  (lieir  \va,\  with 
all  (lili;.;enee  to  the  rookeries,  ami  ariive  tliero  aliont  tliii1\<lays  ahead 
of  the  eoihin^'  of  the  I'eniale  seals.  It  must  !)e  |»iain  IVom  this,  that  the 
Why  iiwii  imjI. s  opportiiniti<'s  I'oi'  slayin.u'  male  seals  tliat  are  travelin;^ 
"'■"'*'""'•  rapidly    ihron^iit    the  water,  ninsi    l»e  far  less  than   for 

killing' female  s»'als,  wlio.  making;  'heir  way  leisurely,  feed inji' as   tliey 
ji'o.  and  restin;;  freipiently  l»eeaiise  they  are  heavy  with  pup.  tdfera  far 


•'  '  ifKiiaiiN  iiii\eoi    ki  MEO';  .Ne:iiN  is  i>\   |i;MiMMn.u  iioimmi-.nmn 

lip  to  the  sleeping' animal  as  it  Moats  (tii  the  water,  and  si)earinji  it. 

Many  of  tlie   schooners   employ   Indian    hunters,   who   work    miieh 
cheaper  than  the  whites,  who  only  use  the  sjiear,  ami  never  attempt  to 
kill  a  travt'linjr  seal. 
The  r«'ports  of  their   eatelies   show   that  all  of  their   ea|»tnres  are, 

females.  It  emild  not  well  lie  otherwise,  for  the  male 
iiv'inyiilui"!''' '*''''''''    seals,  in  iiiakiiiu  tlseii'wax'  to  the  rookeries,  take  a  »! 

matherly  eoiuse.  and  ^i*  with  all  speed,  while  fiie 
females  move  towards  the  mouth  of  1  lie  ( 'olmnltia.  and  <»tlier  hiiyc 
fishing  liaiiks,  following  the  runs  of  tisli,  or  idly  waiting;  until  nature 
tells  them  that  the  period  ol'  ycstatiiiii  is  alHtuI  ended,  and  lliey  then 
make  their  way  to  the  rookeries  to  he  deli\ cied  o|' their  pups. 

\t  the  tiuH's  when    the  male  seals   are  on   the   rookeries,  the   lar^ic 

catches  are  made.  A  tra\elin;j;-  seal  is  alert,  cautions. 
lioMii'n.'nlhrr'' '"'    'I'li'-k  of  liearin-.aiid  easily  .listiirl.ed.     A  sleepin- seal 

is  at  the  mercy  of  anytaie.  The  laijic  proportion  of 
traveliii.ii'  seals  shot  at  and  lost  is  due  to  tlie  tiiuidit\  of  the  animal ; 
in  fact,  all  the  hunters  admit  that  when  there  is  much  slmotiiij;  ^ioiiij;- 
on,  tlie  seals  are  very  dillicult  to  ^^ct.  The  l(»ss  of  sleeping:  seals,  which 
1  estimate  as  two  lost  for  om^  saved,  is  due  to  the  tact  that  unless  tlu' 
luillet  or  shot  kills  the  animal  insi  iiitly.  it  will  immediately  di\-e, 
and  it  is  not  easy  to  kill  a  seal  instantly.  The  head  of  the  seal  aihnds 
luit  a  small  mark.  lOveii  in  the  case  ot'  a  sleeper,  the  motion  of  tin- 
water  keeps  it  im>\ii|H'.  Tlic  boat  from  which  the  hunter  shoots  is  also 
movin.n,  and  while  there  are  men.  who,  at  a  disiance  of ."»()  or  <iO  yards, 
ean  slio<»t  a  small  oliject  under  such  circiimstaiices,  they  are  e.Ntremely 
rare.  They  ai'«^  famous  as  experts,  ami  they  are  hi;.ilily  rewarded  for 
their  skill.     Certainly  not   one  in  ten  of  all  lli"-  seal  liniiters  can  truth 

TiilK-    it^^.^ft      ■>..■'    .1..     •!...>'   .ill. ,11. 1. 1     I..  .1..     w^.i    ti  li.iii     ill   ,1 


iMiMiv    iioi    one  ill    leii  Ol    Mil   lie'  .simi   iiiiiiicr.>  eiiii   iiiiiii 

fully  assert,  nor  do  tlie,\  attempt    to  do  ,so  when  in  a 

ki!kMVin.!i".mil'v. '"  < lidi'iitial  humor,  that' they  kill  oO  per  cent  of  their 

seals  dead. 
I  was  ill  the  company  of  a  nuiiiherof  them  in  Victoria  in  1HH<>,  and  hear 
them  talking;  amon<;  tliemselvi'.s  of  their   prowes.s.     Home  put  forwiii 


heard 
(I 
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«'liiiiiis,  whirli  tlic  otiKMs  (Icridcil.  Any  t'stiiiiiitc  in  oxross  ol'tli*'  nut'. 
I  luivc  :ili('a*l.\  "iivciM'iillcd  lortli  uiici)ni|>1iMK'iit;ir,v  iTiuaiks  <iiulcliai';rt's 
nl"  ItMiisHiiliicss.  Tin'  (lisiiicliiiatitiii  of  these  men  t<»  sfate  tlie  absolute 
facts,  ami  they  alone  know  '.vhat  the  facts  are,  in  relatioti  t<)  tire  imin- 
her  of  si-als  shot  and  losi.  has  been  intensified  lately  l»y  the  feelinii  that 
it  is  necessary  for  ihem  lo  make  a  <;ood  showinjito  back  up  the  claim 
that  i>elaj;ic  scilin^i;  is  not  alisolnteiy  destructive  of  t!ie  seal  herd. 

In  considcriii};'  the  nnml»er  of  skins  taken  diirin;:'  the  past  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  schoom-rs  lia\e  frei|in'ntly  been  seriously  inter- 
fcK'd  with  ill  their  work  by  the  cruisers  of  the  I  iiitrd  Slates  (io\ern 
ment. 

Mr.  Miln,  suiveyor  of  the  jtort  of  Victoria,  in  his  report  to  the  Domin- 
ion (lovernmcnl.  oi'  wltirii  i  was   so  fortunate  as  to  se 
cnroa  copy,  stated  t  hat  if  not  interfered  with  l)y  cruisers   „r?iVi '4r^HH//,I,tr'"ii 
a  larj^e  sized  schooner  w<»uld  suK'ly  caplui'c  ."».Oil(>  skins   ii"i    iiMin.mi  wini 
during- the  season  in  the  llerin;^.     Mr.  Miln's  estimate 
in  thai  respect,  as  in  many  otiicr  mailer-^.  1  found  to  be  fair  and  IhuicsI. 

The  ib'st ruction  of  seals  in  the  North  I'acilic  Ocean,  as  well  as  in  the 
IJerint:'  Hea.  is   lariiclv  couIIimmI   to  fenuiles.     This  fact      ,,  ,, 

can  not  beilisputeil  siiccesslully.     I  made  an  cxamina     vm  s,  .  iai-ii.\  r,,,, 
nation  of  tlie  re|»orts  t.f  tin'   ^vntlcnicn   wiio  haidh-d   i""-"" '""•''• - 
the  North  I'acilic  collection,  up  io  and  iadinliiii;  the  ycai'  ISS!>,  iind  all 
aj;r«'ed  that  the  skins  were  nearly  all  from  femah's. 

It  may  not  lie  out  of  jiiice  to  explain  that  the  smaller  value  of  the 
female  seal,  especially  after  the  birth  of  hei'  pup,  is  in  a  measure  tluo, 
to  the  wearing  of  the  fur  around  the  teats.  The  amount  (tf  merchant- 
able fui'  beinji  reduced  to  thai  e\tenl.  aiidu-s  it  necessary  for  the  lian 
(Hers  of  skins  to  observe  carcfull.\  whctlici'  pells aic  male  or  female,  as 
well  as  their  <>eiuMal  comlilion.  They  nuike  a  complete  dassiiicatioii, 
and  l)ein;i"  e\})erts  in  their  business,  are  not  HkcIn  to  mak«'  mistakes. 
The  laiji'c  proportion  of  females  killed  in  the  North  ''.icilic  is  due  to  l!te 
fact,  as  I  explained  before,  that  the  males  pursue  their  way  to  the 
hauliuiU  ;;rouiids  witli  dispatch,  while  the  H-males  aie  moie  leisurely  in 
their  moNcmenls  and  take  fiequent  rests. 

I  append,  as  a  parr  of  this  allidavit,  a  co|ty  of  the  report  I  made  to 
the  Alaska  <'omuiercial  ('ompan.\  on  this  subject  in 
ISSlt.  jind  which  Ihey  irsed  for  the  juirposc  liercinbelore 
set  forth,  and  i  desire  lo  adil  that  siibseipieiit  imiuirx 
has  proved  that  the  statements  and  conrliisions  in  the  reptui  I  then 
nnide.  wei«'  c(U"rect.  It  must  be  taken  into  consideration  that  IIm' esti- 
mates (»f  the  profits  of  sealin;j;  \<»ya,ues.  and  olhcr  matteis  eiuitained  in 
that  rejtort,  were  based  upon  tin'  \aliic  of  skins  in  that  and  Ibrmer 
years.  Subseijucntly  skins  have  increased  in  value,  and  profits  of 
lariic  catches  would  llierelbrc  be  pi  oporlionalelx  lireater,  but  the  con- 
ditions of  sealing  have  not  changed  sinee  iIumi,  nor  can  t hey  chaiiiic, 
w  itii  the  e.\cepti(Ui  that  the  licet  of  sailiiiji'  vessels  has  lai  jidy  iiicr<'ased, 
ciUisiMiuently  the  destruction  of  seals  has  been  much  jurcater  in  the  last 
two  years. 

There  can  be  no  (piestion.  that  if  the  seals  are  not  protected,  and  this 
tremendous  slaufihter  thai  is  now  jnoinj;  on  in  the  sea  is 
not  immediately  stopped,  Ihere  will  be  a  total  destine 
tioii  of  the  herd  in  a  very  short  while. 

Tiii;()i)(»UK  T.  VViM.iAMS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  !lh  day  of  April.  .\.  D.  1S!)2. 
[SEALj  Cl.KMHNT    IllONNKT'l', 

Aotaru  I'ldjlic, 


Alliiilil  H    ir|iiiil     It) 
>>ii>  ill  I'S'.I. 
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To  the  PreshJent  of  the  Alnnka  Cniitiint<iiil  ('ompani/: 

I  have  made  a  tlioion^li  and  iiccmatc  exaininatioii  of  the  seal-liiiiit 
iii^' industry  of  liritisli  (.'oliiinhia  wliicli  is  rallied  on  in 
les^^r'"  '^"'""^'  '"   •'•'>i>'fi  ^*"'h  '"  iitcordance  witli  the  I'oHowing  instnie 
tions  rc<'eived  from  your  coiiipany: 

"  Exact  aerouiit  of  iJiitish  ( 'oliiuibia   fur  seal  industry,  to  j^o  baek  as 
early  as  possibh'  and  siiow  the  area  over  wliich  tlie 
s<„pe..iti.t.r..,mrt.   .^^..^I's  weie  huiited  before  the  existeiu-e  of  tlie  Alaska 
Coiiiniereial  ('onii>any  (1S7(>)  and  (biriiij;  the  early  years  of  the  lease. 

"  It  siiouhl  show  the  develoiMiieiit  and  ex|>aiisi(»n  of  tiie  business,  in  ae 
ccadaiiee  with  the  enhanced  value  of  skins,  caused  by  the  oi)eraiioii  of 
the  company. 

••'As  exactly  as  |»ossible  it  should  give — 

"Statistics  (d"  yearly  cat<"h  and  prires  obtained  for  .same  at  IJritish 
Columbia,  number  of  vessels  employed,  their  value  and  c(»st  of  outtlt^ 
and  any  other  details  of  tlie  business  possible. 

"To  be  of  value  it  should  be  accurate,  and  not  merely  ajtiiroximate.  as 
we  desire  to  use  the  liniiii's  to  base  our  estimate  for  biddiii}*'  Ibr  le 
newal  of  the  sealiiifi'  lease,  an  iinpcu'tant   factor,  in  which   musi  iieces 
sarily  la*  the  [irobability  of  the  coiitiiiuaiice  of  illicit  scidiii;>"  and  its  coii- 
.se(|uent  depletion  of  the  seal  herd.     The  proJits  to  illicit  sealers  beiny; 
{iieater  t)r  less,  will,  of  course,  increase  <U'  decrease  tiieir  number. 

"There  shmild  also  be  a  carefsil  statement  made  and  sworn  to  by  com- 
petent men  of  the  value  oi'  the  vessels  that  have  been  seized  and 
stranded  at  llnalaska  or  coiidesnned  elsewher*'.  .\ll  this  should  be 
jaepared  as  honestly  and  correctly  as  possilile,  with  no  effort  to  mini- 
mize values,  but  only  to  state  iMURstly.  as  near  as  may  lie,  real  values." 

STATISTICS  OF  VKAKLY   CATCH. 

The  first  sealskins  ever  handled  in  liritish  Columbia  caufjht  in  the 
.  „  licriiii;  Sea  were  taken  ill  ISSI.  IMior  to  that  vear  no 
itiKSriiiuioie  18HI.  vcsscIs  Sealed  in  the  |.erin>;.  In  IS.si  the  Amern-an 
schooner  Son  /'/<■//*»  cauulit  UK!  seals  in  tiie  r>ering  and 
sold  the  skins  to  T.  Liiblte  of  \ict«»ria,  liritish  <'olum- 
bia  at  $".>.L'5  p«'r  skin.  These  skins  were  shipped  to  Lon- 
don, as  are  nearly  allot  the  skins  boajiht  in  N'ictoria,  liritish  Cohiinbia, 
and  the  trade,  tlierelbre,  liruujilit  no  profit  to  Canada.  T.  Liililie  bein;-' 
an  American.  I  have,  howe\er.  iiK-ludcd  the  record  «»f  this  and  all 
other  collections  made  by  American  sliijis  in  ihe  lierinii'  Sea  when  s(dd 
in  British  Columbia,  because  tlie\  all  li^inre  in  tin-  repeats  of  the  \'ic- 
toria  custom  hous«'.  In  keepiii<>  the  cdllection  tA'  the  Ameiican  and 
Canadian  vessels  from  the  Meriiiji  district,  yon  can  see  at  a  jilance  the 
relative  value  of  the  liering-  Sea  collection  to  American  and  Canadian 
sealers. 

American  schooner  San  Dhpoi  r.eriii«r  Sea  colh'ction,  :\27  seals,  s«tld 
to  T.  Lubbe  at    \'ictoria,  Uritish  Columbia,  at  .'jS  pvr 


Sill)  IMeijn,  1881. 


San  DiKj;  1882. 


skin. 


1S8:3. 

American  schooner  Sun  Phtio;  liering-  Sea  coll«'etion,9(KS  skins;  sold 
„     ,.      .  .  to  T.    Lubbe,  \'ictoria,   liritish  Ccdiimhia,  at  >*U)  per 
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I'oiiiif;  Soil  ('((IliM'tioii.  sold  ill  Victoriii,  F'.fitisli  ("olumhia;  AiiU'ricii:! 
scliiioiirr    Sini     l>inin,    *,iS{)    skins,    at     •i'S:   Aiiicrirau 
s«'iin«>iu!rs  (>/^/-aii(l  Ah.nniiirr  laiidrH  in  \  ictoria  r>rit      i/. .,/»./.,  im.i  m,!,-,. 
isli  (!(»limil)ia,  1,700  skins  to  In-  n-sliippcd  to  II.  liicln-s   '"•"  '-'' 
<S:  Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  owners  oi   tlic  two   vcsst'Is;   i'lritisli  sclioonci' 
Mniif  I'jilcii.  l,l(Mt  seals,  sold  at  xT.'tO  per  skin. 

Thus  it  will  lie  sc«>n  that  the  liiitisli  ( 'olninhia  seal  indiisiiy  in  the 
r.eiinj>-  ln';;an  in  ISSJ.  The  Mttri/  F.llni  was  owned  l»\  1  >.  Mcl-ean,  was 
olTi..  tons,  had  a  cH'W  of  tweiilyoiie  whiles  ami  was  woilh  s^ijOUCt,  iu- 
cludiiiy  her  out  lit. 

r.eriii<i   Sea  collection:   .\iiierican  schooner  T/^/  ->/ Sun  IHri/n.  \,9rt:\ 
skins,  al   ><"i,<>0;    Atnerican   schooiiei-    \'iniili'il.'ill.  l.'JU 
skins,  at*7.<»0:  A iiierican  schooner  Sfui  IHnin,  I.7l'<;.  at    \^',l!i!.^f!i,^Z,.h!iZ 

at-'?'7.>0;   .\niericaii  stdiooiier    LoitLunt,  I. IdO,  at  •'^7. .")(»;    / <."'  /.m.,<v,.aii.i 

British   MJioonei     Famiilr,    1,;;,S.!,    at   .'JS7.00;    MrilisU    ""'i/ ^-""'' '""•• 
schooner  Mary  iJlIni,  1,77.!, at  •"!!7.(>0. 

TJeriiiji'Soa  collection:  .\iiiericait  schooner  .l/<»r,  1.S2.  at  •'r'."».."»0;  Aiiier 
icaii  schooner  /7(</v.s(  (>iiice  sailed  under  r.riti>ii  lia.m, 
I'.OOO.  at  >'0.."»0:  Aineiicai!  scli. toner  Si/lria  HkihIi/.  1.700. 
at  •'r<0..")0:  .\iiie\iian  scliooiu'r  Clt/i  dJ'  Skh  IHitjit,  l.OOO, 
at  •*'0.."»0:  .Viiierican  sciiooner  llth  ii  lihnii.  no  moid. 
The  llritisli  scliooners,  (hnnnd.  Cinnliiii .  and  I imniloii, 
wer«' seized  in  tlie  lierinj;  with  alioiit  lI. 000  skins  on  Itoard. 

The  CaioliHf.  thoiijiih  under  tlie  I'lrilisli  Ihii;.  was  owned  one  hall'  l»y 
an  .\inerican  nanied  Heel i« el,  wlm  I'lii  iiished  also  ilie  nione\  lor  the  out 
lit.      IJeclitel  is  interested    also    in    the    Itiitish  srliooiieis  Mtiri/  T>iiiliii\ 
l'ttlltjiiiihi\  and   Vira. 

The  ships  were  put  under  the  I'.iitish  thiii  i"  deliaiice  of  the  I'lrilish 
nierrliant  sliip|iiiiu  act.whicli  luiltidsanN  part  iiership 
or  heiielicial  interest  in  aii\  I'.rit  ish  sliiit  li\  a  roieiuner.  ,  'i;'ii-r.T  ..t  M,.,i,rs 
lo  secure  hiiiiseit  m  case  ol  troiilile  iiecliti  I  lias  iiiort  inir\  i..  pi'^  i^i 'i>>  ..i 
-aurs  on  the  sclio(.iiers.  The  Tlioniton  was  owned  half  111,,';!,',,;;;','. ''''"''' 
In  .1.  llos.ow  it/,,  an  Ameiicaii.  w  lioow  tied  and  now  owns 
all  or  part  of  every  schooner  reyi>tered  under  the  r>i  ilish  tlau  in  the 
iiaiiic  of  Captain  Warren.  This  lact  came  out  a  slnnt  tinica.no  in  a 
lawsuit  in  \icforia  Itctweeii  Warren  and  l>oscowit/.  The  iiooksol  the 
tirm  lteiii;i  pr<Hhic(d.  it  was  shftwii  tlial  ISoscowitz  not  only  owned  and 
sliared  a  halt  interest,  )»iit  had  advanced  nioncys  for  Captain  Warren's 
share,  on  which  he  c(»ll('cted  iiiter»'st.  1  append  a  duly  certilicd  copy 
of  part  of  t  We  evidence  in  the  suit  of  Warren  r.  rxocon  jtz  and  (  ooper, 
copied  froMii  riie  archives  of  the  e<ai!t  in  N'ictoria  ;  nd  tiiliy  certilicd 
to  Ida  llarvt-y  CooiiiIm",  es(|.,  deputy  re;;istrar  of  the  supreme  coin  t  of 
Jti-itisli  ('ohiniliia.  over  the  .<;reat  seal  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

IJesides  the  L'.OOO  skins  taken  li\   the  seized  sealers,  tin;  colIe«tious  in 
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lii'itisli  srIiooiKM'  holjth'ni. 
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A I /'ml  Addiiix, 

"  AH  in; 

"  Jilarlx  Pitininnd, 

"  rathfiinlrr, 

"  Sim  (I, 

"  F<(ntri(f, 

"  ,!//««    /><t/i', 
"  M".    /'.  Sai/ivitnl, 

"  Moitntain   ('liir/\ 


L'.L'OO 
l.l.V) 


ilt 


•T< 


SI'S  k' 

1.700  " 

1.000 

.'{,102  •' 

MIL'  " 

l,«;oo  " 

1,700  '' 

IttI  " 

(»;;o  <■' 


.00 
7.00 
7.00 
7.i»0 

<i.."»0 
('..50 

«i.r»o 

('•.."lO 
«»..*iO 
.■).."iO 
('..."lO 


I)iHtiirlHMlf<Miilitiiiii 
III'  I.illlllilll  ill  ISHIi. 


Tlic  piiiM'ipiil  loasoii  foi-  tin'  Hiu-tiiiition  in  ju-iros  this  yt'iir  iiiul  in 
other  yc,..'s  wiis  tlu' ilistuibfil  roiiilitiMM  of  the  LoimIdii 
niiirkct,  raiisi'd  l»y  reports  of  hirp'  eoHeelioiis,  iiinl  so 
jiTfiitly  (lid  the  «'ii(('h  of  L'."».(M»0  skins  atVect  the  inaiKct 

that  the  skins  sold  for  less  in  London  than  was  paid  for  them  in  N'ietoria, 

liritish  Columbia,  entailing'  l«)ss  on  the  purchasers. 


1RB7. 

The  seizures  in  the  lierinj;'  Sea  in  ISSti  stopped  the  Ameriean  sealers 
from  littiiiyont  in  ISS7,  with  the  exception  of  two  selio(»ners  eommanded 
by  IWitish  Columbians,  who  deeided  to  take  the  risk.  It  was  op»'nly 
declared  at  N'icttu'ia  that  the  United  States  (loveriiment  would  not  j;o 
farther  than  remonstiate. 

Tin'  .Vnu'rican  boats  that  entered  the  Herinii"  Sea  were  the  Citfi nf  Suit 
Pir(fi>,  which  mad»^  a  catch  of  1,1S7  seals,  sellinii;'  at  ><5.."»0,  and  the 
\'aii<lnl>ill,  I.IUO  skins,  at  •«<."»..".(». 

The  catch  by  llritish  sealers  was: 

IJritish  schooner  Miirif   Ttti/lor, 


1.000      at       •i<<>.00 


it 

u 
u 
(( 
n 
u 


I'fiK'lopr 
"  rtillifiiitlrr, 

"  Mar'if  I'JIIni, 
i( 
(( 
u 
a 
u 
u 


liluck  lUtinioiifl, 
Moiniftiiii  CliirJ] 
hiroritc, 

ri, 


rri'nc, 


7 


nil '111)1, 


I  A)  ft 


IC 


'iin 


fuhU 


1,L'02 

l.'.;{77 

-'.1.50 

\m) 

(L'l 

1  ,SS7 

000 

1,01'.-. 

.->oo 
u,r»07 


.-».:>o 

(i.OO 
;V»0 
.V)0 

.■».."»o 

."i.-'tO 


.".0 
50 


The  .\(Ui^  AiiiKi  lUu-k,  Ihtiphin,  f/nicr.  and   W.  I'.  Smjivntd  weresei/.«'d 
by  III*'  Inited  States  (iovernment. 


'^-% 


'  Ih'"' 

fllfcji        . 

iMMM. 

Ucriii"-  Sea  collections,  sold  in  N'ietoria  in  18SS: 


IJritish  scho.diei'  .fminitii, 
"  "         Miiii/  in  ten, 

«•  **        Triuitq)li, 


l,(».'iO      at       *r..«12A 


7(H>       '' 
2,470       " 


o.OL'.i 

M'4 
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Biitisli    scliooiicr 
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Aniiir  ('.  Mnorr, 

7ir. 

at 

•*."..()2i 

liltnl:  IHtniiouil, 

7<ir. 
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r».oi'A 

I'^ithjhnlcr, 

(i(M» 

a 

.'..OiiA 

\'ini. 

2,<m;i> 

a 

."•.OL'A 

Faroritc, 

L',;{M» 

a 

."i.dL'.l 

Mnilfl'iv  )f<; 

l.lL'l 

u 

a.Oi'.V 

I'nirlnfK', 

i,(»r,4 

14 

'MIL' A 

MniiiifKiti  CliirJ, 

7S1 

a 

■».<!2i 

Aih-U', 

4r»(> 

« 

5.(11' A 

Ainu; 

1,(M0 

a 

."i.OL'.l 

Wrhsfer, 

rn'o 

k( 

"».OL'.i 

Olxoii, 

■»(M» 

u 

'tM'Jl 

Wultn-  A.  h'icli, 

400 

(k 

rtA\'2l 

A  Hie  I.  Alf/ir, 

.'i80 

(4 

'iM'jl 

(Icniiiiiisfl noi'    Ailfh',  4r>o       «         ^.di'i 

AlMcrinm  Silinniici- .h/»r,  1,010        ''           ."illlL'.l 

"           U'r/Av/fr,  r»l.*0        »'           ."(.(H'.i 

"                   "          <Hsnii,  -,(M»        "           r».<L'.l 

"                 "          Wultn- A.  h'icli,  40(»       '^          TMi'J.l 

"               "        Allie  I.  Alfiir,  .'{80       "         Ti.OL'l 

P.criiij;-  Scii  ('(.llcctinii.  1SS!>.  Iniuh'd  at   Victoria.  aii<1  ail  sliipiMMl  to 
KiijulaiMl  and  I'liitcd  States. 

So  far  tilt"  avcia^ic  sclliii}''  piicc  at  Victoria  lias  hccii  ••<7.(m. 

(icrmaii  Si-liooiici-     Atlrh;  ],(;o(» 

Aincricaii  sclioonci-  Allir  T.  Ah/rr,  i',S4 

"                  "          Xvirtnu,     '  2:H) 

,  "                  "          '/.  (I.  iSiffUi,  CO 

"                  "          I  fill  11/  /  tin  II  is,  700 

Iiiitisli  sclioniicr        I'lithjiiiifn',  .*»0 

"             ''                 Vini  L*,|SO 
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III II I' II  Pill II i 
I'dtlifiiiilir, 
Vim. 

Aiiiiir  ('.  Miiitrr, 
Miiilf/ii'  Me, 
Siijijiliivf, 
\y.  /'.  Soi/iriiril, 
h'liti; 
Fiii'nrite, 
I'i'llilo/tf. 
liliirl,-  IHiiiiidikI, 
Li  I II. 
A  till, 
Minnie, 
Jieahicej 


.*.0 
SO 

i.;;oo 

I.L'OO 
1,(L'!> 
1.000 

None 

I,S)() 

74 
834 
521 
700 

Xoiio. 


Minnie,  tax 

"  "  Jteii  trice,  700 

"  Therese.  Xono. 

"  "  .1/'/*//  l-:ilrii.  Xouc. 

The  record  oC  tlic  collection  ns  yivc,'  above  is  fntm  tlie  nistoiii  lionsc 
at  \ictoria  and  vcrilicil  by  tlic  principal  purchasers.  The  pi'jc(;  puid 
for  skins  c;inie  from  the  account  hooks  of  the  purchasers  and  were  veri- 
fied by  ciirreiit  price  lists  published  in  tlie  liondon  fur  market. 

VICTOKIA'S    INVKSTMKNT. 

NiMiu-n  or  sritooNM-ifs  i-mi'I.ovii>  si  ai.int.  in  tuk  ukimno,  Axn  rniau  vamk. 

Tlie    se«'ond   branch  of   luy    investij;atioii    was    the 
Jiunilter  of  vessels  owned    by  ('aiiadians   enyaucd    in      V'-xHtN,  inid  vniim 
sealiuji  in  the  Ilerino'  Sea.  their  valiu'.  cost  of  ontht.  etc.   * '" ' 

Ther*'  are  in  the  l)usiness:  Twenty four  schooners.     Total  tonna;;*', 
l,4«i4Fons.     Total  value.  iiicludinii«tuttit>.  !?l  7;>.;i.'.0.     Whites  euipIov«»d 
2WL     Indians  employed,  .".s.").  "       ' 
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Of  tlit'se  tMTiity  f'oui'  scliodiH'is  s;iiliiiy  uiuh'r  tilt'  Tli-ifisli  flat;,  (ivp 
Ml*'  owiM'd  liair  I»y  Ainniriiiis.  TIm's*'  liv«'  scliomii'is  ill»';:;iilly  iiiKlrr 
flic  I'liitisli  lliijn  ill)'  worth  j*;{(!..*i(M».  Iciivin;;  an  artiial  Caiiailiaii  iiivcsl- 
lliciit  of  ll.'SlyrilK 

NO   A(  rrAI.    INVKSTMKNT. 


I!i';is(iiis  tlicnTi)!'. 


r.nt  there  is  really  not  «>n«'  «htnai'  aetnally  inv<'sted 
in  the  Ueiiny;  Sea  sealing,  and  lor  tliese  reasons: 
(1)  All  the  st'hooners  are  enf:aj:e(l  in  otiier  Inisiness,  sneli  as  hnntin^ 
an<l  lishin^'  down  the  west  coast  and  in  the  North  Paeilie. 

(*_')  II"  the  si'alin^i'  hnsiness  was  stopped  entir«'ly  tlie  schooners  woidd 
not  depreciate  a  dollar  in  value. 

(."•)  The  sealing'  Inisiness  reipiires  no  spe.<-ial  plant,  weapons,  or  nten- 
sils.  The  schooners  are  conunon  schooners,  the  itoats  eoninion  boats, 
and  the  }xy\\\s  common  •^iins  which  will  luin^'  theii'  valne  at  any  tinn^ 
I'oi-  any  othei-  pnrp(»se, 

(I)  Less  thiiii  one  thiid  of  a  sealinjr  schooner's  cruise  is  in  the  Uer- 
inii'. 

KSTIMATINCi   VAI-UKS. 


mv 


It  is  a  sim]»le  task  to  arrive  with  e\a(!titude  at  the  value  of  the 
n,,»  .siiiihii.  oi  schooners  and  their  ontlits.  Tliey  cost  to  hnild  in 
\;iiii,  III  \.s>c  Is  iin.i  llritisii  Coluniliia  >».so  per  ton.  In  tiie  I'nited  States 
iiMniisisaniM.i.i  the  cost  is  .--KMJper  ton.  The  ;rross  tonmi.tie<.t  the  Meet 
\»'h\ii  I,4(»t  at  the  .Vmerican  rate  of  *!(»(►  a  ton  it  woidd  represent 
*1  Iti.KIO,  at  the  Canadian  rate  slIT.lL'O. 

This  woidd  l»efor  thescho(»nersas  they  ai<'d«'Iivered  new,  with  masts, 
sails,  anchors,  and  tittinji's. 

Some  of  the  sealinji"  schooners  are  line,  new  boats,  tttliersare  veiy  (»ld. 
The  Miiri/  Tdi/lur  ami  Murji  Hllcii  have  both  seen  thirty  live  years  of 
bulfetinj;'  about  the  stormy  ocean,  while  tin'  IJIIi/  has  been  forty  six 
yearsalloat.  The  lllnvk  Pianioiitl  '\srviiUy  unlit  forsea,and  \hi'  •hi<init)i 
was  diivcn  out  of  the  coast  tiade  as  unsafe  and  past  lepaii'.  This  was 
the  fate  ot  the  Wmitlnrr  i\Uo.  The  Lrtititi  1  saw  lyinj;'  in  tlu'  Victoria 
bone-yard  biiiu};'  broken  up.  and  the  Moinitniii  Chief  is  ready  for  the 
same  fate. 

In  order  to  {i'et  an  j'xact  valuation,  I  i)rocured.  when  possible,  the 
record  of  the  lati'st  sale  of  the  \»'ssel.  and  in  other  cases  em])loyed  an 
expert  slii,  :  Milder  or  took  the  valuations  of  the  underwiiter's  expert, 
not  on  the  i  lount  for  whic'h  the  vessel  was  insured,  but  his  estimate  of 
what  it  would  cost  to  rejdace  her, 

in  eveiy  case  tin-  value  1  have  <;iven.  except  in  <'ase  of  actual  sale,  is 
rather  more  than  tiie  ncsscI  would  sell  for  in  an  ordinary  bai';;>'ain. 

In  the  course  of.  Uiy  investijuation  as  t  >  the  vabu'  of  the  trade  to  Can- 
a<la,  I  secured  a  «'opy  of  a  reiK>rt  made  Ibr  the  Dominion  (lovernment 
by  A.  II.  Miln,  escp,  surveyor  of  the  port  of  N'ictoria.  While  Mr.  Miln 
is  naturally  prejudiced  sonu'what  in  favor  of  his  ('ami<lian  fiiends  in 
Kstiiniiti  i.v  A.  ]!.  1»<*1>'"  '"J?  '^  report  which  will  be  nnule  the  basis  of  their 
Miiii.sii.yiyiii  I.I  iH.it  claim  on  tin'  Tnited  States  (lovernnuMit,  he  is  clearly 
"'  ^  "'""■'  an  honest  ollicial  and  has  dom^  his  work  generally  cor- 

rect. His  estimate  of  the  total  value  of  the  Victoria  sealiu}*-  tleet  is 
i?!L'(l(),r»0(>,  or  .*L*7.1."»(»  in  excess  of  my  valuations.  As  his  fi<;ur<>s  are 
certain  to  be  the  ones  adopted  by  tin*  Canadian  (lovernnuMit,  I  tctok 
sjtecial  pains  to  coirect  my  valuations  thoroujihly  when  they  dilferi'd 
from  his.     1  found  that  in  many  cases  he  had  taken  the  owner's  valua 


u 
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tlon,  whii'li  wiis  I'ar  in  t'Xrcssot' tin-  r(';il  Viiliic.     I  ii|)|H'ii<l  tlir  rcnl  valiu' 
iis  ('(HiipartMl  witli  Mr.  Milii's  (>stiiiiat«-s.  ami  also  a  mpy  «)!'  Miln's  w- 
pdrt    iiKuU'  August    17.  1 SSU.  sworn   to  Im'I'oic   A.  L.  ISrlyt-a,  csii.,   Xic- 
toria,  lii'itisli  roluniltia,  an<l  t'oi'\vai'*i('<l  to  tlic  ^oxcinor  p'ncral  ofCan 
ada. 

As  a  sraliii};  scli<j*«n('i' is  only  (>n<;a<;r<l  onrtliiiti  of  licr  tiiui' in  tli«> 
iW'rinj''.  tin'  otiiei'  twotliiids  lu-in;:  spent  in  tlic  west  roast  scalinji'.  lisli 
in}:,  ottt'i'  linntin;:.  or  some  otluT  Imsincss.  only  one  tliini  ot'  tin-  lU'ct's 
valnc  can  propcriN  Itc  sai<l  to  lu' in\rst<'il  in  tlio  ISciin;;'  sealing  Imsi 
ncss.  Till' actual  i-asli  iiixcstnirnt  ol  all  til*' Canada::  in  tlii>  trallic  is 
tlit'idbrc  onc-tliiril  of  •"*l;»r»,7rtti.  or  tlic  insi;:iiiticant  sum  of  h  ir»,."iS.'»..!."i. 
and  i'vcn  that  would  not  W  lost  if  the  trallic  were  stopped. 

(U  TIIT.    Al)VAN(i;s,    i/rc. 

lloth  Milu's  valuations  and  my  own  include  the  cost  of  the  sealing' 
ontht.  The  \alue  of  an  onttit  foi  sealing'- depends  upon 
the  size  of  the  schooner,  the  nuinlierof  men  and  lioats  "-•  "i  "nnn. 
sIh' <'ai ri«'S,  and  whether  or  not  lln-y  are  Indians.  As  you  will  see  Ity 
one  of  the  tallies  appended,  there  were  this  year  .'>s;»  Indians  and  LMjl 
white  men  t'lnphiyed  on  sealin;:  schooners  lilted  out  in  \ictoria.  and 
where  white  nx  n  are  emjiloyed.  the  schooner  cariics  lioats  of  Aiiiericaii 
make,  has  her  hunters  armed  with  rill(>s  and  shot^iuiis.  and  <-arrics  all 
told  a  crew  of  4  men  to  each  huntiii;>'  lioat.  The  men  are  eniiajucd  in 
this  way:  The  hunter  who  shoots  the  seal  has  two  nn'ii  in  his  hoat  to 
row  him,  makinjLt' •'>  men  actually  in  the  lioat.  ami  a  few  hands  jirc  N>ft 
on  hoard  the  schooner  to  liamlle  her.  Thus.  .\  schooner  lia\  iiij;  a  crew 
of  L'O  men  all  told,  would  have  ">  lioats  and  ."i  hunters.  The  cost  of  the 
ontlit  is,  for  such  a  schooner: 

Fiv«i  ImciIs  rostiiifi  in  Siiii  I'riiiiriscn.  w  lii-ic  tlicv  air  nil   liiiil'l,  liiKHI  (nicIi jf.MMl 

I'ivf  Miirliiiji  iitl«-».  iit  '^'.'Ci 17.-, 

Five  sill  a  Klin  w.  Ill  |;{"> ■ IT.'i 

Two  ex  till  jjims 7(1 

Salt  lor  seal  skins 3K1 

I'M  VI'  tliiMisanil  iiumils  ainninnil  ion  loi'  uiins  anil  lilirs \-j', 

I'i'oN  isions  lor  Iwi-iily  inrii  lonr  niunllis.  at  +S  prr  Ih-miI  yrv  nionlli i;|o 

liisuranri'.  oni'-lliinl  itl'  year 17.-| 

1',  Olio 
KXrF.NSl'.S   (IF   A    riJIP. 

The  expenses  of  a  sealiny  trip  in  the  riciini;  are,  for 

,  .1         •  •  r-  1  I'AlllllSIS   (.r     illlill. 

a  four  months  cruisci:  '  '' 

Call!  a  in.  wauvs.  at    •l!l«i +1(1(1 

Ti'ii  Hi'anirii.  at  Jf-!'")  |«'i'  nionlli I.  |(Ki 

l'"i\  f  orilinar.v  si'aini'ii  or  liovs,  at  t-"  I'i'i'  month Khi 

Fail  I  to  linntrrs.  at  +2  prr  skin.  I.IMHI  an  artiial  a\riaf;i' .'!,!.'( Ml 

Ti.  Hill 

Total  rxiii'iisi-  anil  ontlit 7.  HiO 

As  the  hunters  are  jiaid  by  the  skin,  the  expenses  would  lie  mere  il 
the  catch  was  larjicr.  The  expense  of  a  six  lioat  schooiu'r  would  lie 
proiiortioiiately  ;ireater  as  it  would  lie  if  the  cruise  was  made  longer. 
.Miln's  estimate  in  his  leport  to  tlu'  .governor  general  of  Canada,  is 
hased  on  a  lonp'r  cruise  in  a  lar^e  schooner,  and  is  no  doiilil  a  fair 
estimate. 

Still  the  actual  expen.ses  of  a  schooner  can  not  be  U;tur<'d  a<'curately 
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cxrj'pt  by  tlic  ownrr,  wlio  <'liiiig<'.s  i'vory  item  of  rx|MMiaoiiy!iiiist  lior  iis 
it  is  piiid  out,  iiiiil  tilt' li^iircs  I  liavi-  ;;ivcii  only  srrvc  as  an  approxi- 
iiiatr  ;>iii<U'  to  tlic  av('ra^«'  piotits  of  a  scaling'  ti  ip.  Accoidiii;;'  to  Mr. 
MiliTs  ('stiiiiat«>,  a  Iti;;'  scliooiici'  (',at«-liiii;>' 2.00(1  seals  (an  ol)S(>i'V4Mlly  lii;;li 
t'sliniatc)  would  mak*- a  i»rolit  of  !*4.14«>  on  Iht  tiip.  if  the  skins  sold  lor 
ij^T.'tO  t-acli.  ami  iu*  adds  tiiat  slic  could  catcli  .'t.OOO  skins  if  iindisturlit'd 
l»y  a  United  States  |{»'vi'nu«' cruisi'i,  and  if  slu;  «'ould.t\vo  tliiiij;s  woidd 
liitpp<;n.  Skins  would  drop  to  next  to  uotliin;;'  in  value  and  there  would 
l»e  no  seals  next  year. 

'I'liere  are  -4  Viet(Mian  s<'liooners  in  tlie  trade  and  'A'J  San  l''nnieis«'o 
,„  ,  ,  ..  and  I'ui-et  Sound  seliooiiers.  niakiuK a  total  of, "lOselioon 
(';iiiMii:iii  iiiwi  Aiiii'ii  ei's.  At  the  rate  ol  .t.OOO  skins  to  tlu'  seliooner.  thev 
'"' ^'""'^ '"  """  woidd,  if  undisturbed,  take  HiS.ooo  skins.  As  the  seal's 
they  kill  iu  the  lierin^  are  neai'ly  all  females  either  in  yonn;>  or  havin;;' 
just  pupped,  the  loss  of  seal  life  would  be  .{.'»(}.( MM ».  To 
ii<>iii.i-..iiiiir<'i>v>iii<i  this  must  bu  ad<led  n(<s,<H)0  killed  and  wounded  seal 
ii..i,iinni,siii;i..i.  .„ui  ||„.i,.  pii)(s  in)t  caught,  makiii};  a  total  of  (i7li,(MtO 
seal  killed  with  tin*  present  llet't. 


COST  OF  INDIAN  OUTFIT. 


m^  ' 


Where  Indians  are  onii>l(tyed  as  hunters,  the  exi>onse  of  the  out  (it  and 
,,   ,.  vovay«'  is  niucb   less.      The  Indians  hunt   from  tiieir 

(  cist  iiriiiiliuniiiitlit.  ,   .  ,   .,,        ...  .        ,  ,      ,,    ., 

own  skin  eanocs,  kill  with  spears  instead  ol  lirearms, 
so  that  other  seals  are  m>t  frifjhtened  away,  and  feed  themselves  <ui  seal 
blultber.  Thoy  are  paid  >'1..">0  per  skin  and  seal  with  two  men  ti»  the 
eaiioe,  one  to  spear  and  one  to  paddle.  The  eost  of  an  outlit  for  a 
schooner  <-arryin^'  thirty  Indians,  which  is  a  common  number,  is  lifteeii 
skill  canoes  at  i?li0,  >*:m. 

The  exi)ense  of  the  voyage  is  for  the  wages  and  board  of  a  white 
captain  and  lour  sailors,  salt  for  seal  skins  ami  a  little  tea  and  crackers 
for  the  Indians. 

Indian  sealing'  bein<>'  so  much  clieai)cr  and  more  ]>n»ritable  all  the 
s<!hooners  wiaild  engage  Indians  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  these 
Siwash  are  an  extremely  trtmblesoine  race  and  itspiire 
iMvr.'n.'.'r''''''''"'' ''"'  ♦'"'  «it"'«''<t  tact  and  skill  to  maiiafje.  Only  a  few  cap- 
tains can  handle  them  to  advantage  and  they  are  mostly 
captains  who  have  Siwash  blood  in  their  veins. 


LOSINU  WOI'NDEI)  SEALS. 


The  statement  1  made  that  the  cai)tnie  of  1(IS,000  skins  meant  the 
„.    ,     ,.,...  dcMith  of  T'JO.OOO  seals,  needs  some  (explanation.     The 

W  asti' 1)1   lilr.  ,.  .1.1  •  1     •       ii        T»       •         Vi  1  i     1 

sealinji  tieet  be<>ins  work  in  tiie  Berin<.;Sea  altoiit  June 
and  is  all  back  home  by  the  end  of  September.  I )uiin;i' this  period 
lln'ie  are  but  few  seals  in  the  waters  of  lleriiiji'  ►^^•'a,  except  females. 
The  male  seals  ar«'  all  at  the  bree<linj;'  islands,  either  ^iiiardiiifi'  their 
!r,,M,  ,.Mi..r  sr.iiH  lii'iemsor  waitiii}--  the  cominji  of  the  females.  Niiiety- 
kiii..!  ill  liiriiii;  s, ii  hvc  |»er  cciit  of  all  the  seals  killed  during  summer  and 
'"""'"*  aiitumn  in  the  Herin<>-  are  females. 

Tluunas  ^Mowat,  esq.,  inspector  of  iislieri»'s  tor  Ibitish  Columbia,  in 
his  re|»ort  to  the  governor-general  of  Canada,  says  that  only  1  per 
cent  of  the  IJering  collection  are  pui)s. 

The  female  s»'als  killed  in  the  llering  are  either  on  their  way  to  gi\e 
birth  to  their  young  or  have  left  their  pup  (Ui  the  islands,  ami,  guided 
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by  that  iiistiiirt  <riv«'ii  Ity  iiiitino  to  all  iimtlM'is,  Icivr 

;;'oii«'  Inrtli  to  sfiiirli  t'lii-  looil  to  sustain  tli«-  lilt-  oT  tlir 

little  <iii(>.      Ill  citliri' i-asc  till'  dratli  mI'IIic  iiiMtlitT  iiicaiis  llif  tlratli  <•(' 

tlir  vniiii;;. 

Ill  tlir  list  of  skins  otVt'icil  tor  sal<-  in  tlir  LoimIoii  nnirkrt  tlinr  apitniis 
tilt'  classilicalioii  "Mack  piiiis."     'I'lifsc  -.iw  tin-  skins        ,,    , 
ul  iinlioni  srals  toni   troiii   tlic  woinlis  ot   tlini'  tit'ail 
niotlirr.     It  is  not  a  plrasaiit  pirtiir*',  Init  it  can  not  he  a\oi<lcil. 

Tlic  soft  eyed  seal  niotlier.  making  lier  ia|iiii  way  tliionyii  the  I'.eriiiy 
S4'a  to  reach  the  islanils  in  time  to  hiin;;'  forth  hei-  yoiin;;.  for  she  knows 
that  the  time  of  ;;estation  is  nearly  at  an  eml.  with  every  insliiiet  of  her 
nature  concentrated  in  the  tlioii;:lit  of  her  e\|)ected  delivery,  in  that 
condilioii.  of  all  others,  most  demanding;  the  consideration  of  itriites.  let 
alone  of  men,  is  slain  hy  the  riithl«-ss  seiil  hunters  and  her  imp  drau^^ed 
moist  from  the  womb  that  his  skin  may  ti;;nre  anion;*'  the  proreeds  of 
the  sealei's  trip.  There  is  soniethiii;*  so  revolting:',  so  liitleoiis  in  this 
slaughter  that  even  the  sealers  themselves  do  not  care  to  talk  altoiit  it. 

So,  too,  is  revolting''  the  slan};hter  of  the  feiii:ile  seal  that  has  ;;i\eii 
birth  to  her  pup  and  ^one  out  into  the  sea  to  lind  food  to  sustain  the 
lives  of  both  of  them.  She  leaves  her  pup  on  shore.  ;i  helpless,  liny 
tiling',  soft  and  pulpy,  and  only  aide  to  wri;:<^le  and  hark.  Nature  has 
tail;; lit  her  to  reco;;'iii/.e  it  anioiijL;  hundreds  of  thousands  by  its  phiiiit  ive 
bleat,  and  the  ea;;erness  with  which  she  rushes  t«»  its  side  when  she 
comes  iishore  shows  how  much  she  loves  to  Ibiidle  and  care  for  it.  If 
the  mother  is  killed  tin*  piip  will  linger  on  tor  a  time, 
only  to  die  of  starvation  in  the  end,  or.  Ix'canseof  weak-  '"  '"''"'' 
lu'ss,  i»e  dashed  to  |>ieees  in  the  first  storm.  Thousands  of  these  orphan 
pnjis  are  fimnd  alony  the  coast  altera  severe  storm,  dead,  heciiiise  they 
liad  not  siitlicieiit  stren;;'th  to  exist  in  their  natiiial  element.  Had  their 
mothers  been  spared  till  it  was  time  for  the  pups  to  take  to  the  wiiter 
ami  live  on  tish  of  their  own  catching',  no  storm  that  e\er  ra;;ed  in  the 
Arctic  Ocean  could  distuib  them.  The  seal  pup  can  li\«- a  lon^  time 
without  food,  which  is  a  wise  provision  of  nature,  been  use  the  mot  her  oft  en 
has  to  ^o  a  very  lon^' distance  to  iish,  but  aftei'  a  few  days,  if  the  mot  her 
does  not  return,  the  pup's  vitality  becomes  «'xliausted  and  it  dies. 
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WHAT  IIUNTKRS   L(»SE. 

In  attempting'  to  ascertain  exactly  the  number  of  seals  killed  and 
lost  bv  the  r.eriii"'  Sea  hunters,  1  found  a  wide  diver-      ,..,     ,     . 
jjeiice  ol  statement. 

It  is  yreatly  to  tim  advantage  of  tlu^  seal  hunter  to  have  the  r«'|>uta 
tion  of  losing'  but  few  seals.  lie  is  paid  by  the  skin,  and  the  more  he 
catches  the  j;reater  his  reimineration,  but  tiiat  is  not  all.  The  hunter 
with  the  best  reputation  as  a  sure  eatclu  r  is  in  the  ;;r«'atest  demand, 
«'an  secure  employment  in  the  best  schooner  and  the  larjii'cst  sum  of 
advance  money.  Besides  self-interest,  there  comes  vanity  to  ur<;'e  the 
hunter  to  make  the  bi;;;i'est  reputation  possible  for  himself. 

To  use  a  common  expressitm,  the  seal  hunters  all  braj?  about  their 
sureiiess  <d"aim.  The  best  shots  use  a  ritle  and  lire  at 
a  ranp'  of  from  oO  to  lL'5  yards.  The  jioorer  shots  de-  .,,  Yil.'.i,''"kiii."  '"""" 
l)eiid  on  a  shotju'un  loaded  with  buckshot,  and  will  lire 
at  a  seal  up  to  .■)(»  yards  away.  The  Indian  hunters  use  spears,  and 
l)addle  noiselessly  up  to  the  sleepinj;'  seal  to  pluiij;«'  the  spear  in  its 
shoulder.  They  never  attempt  to  spear  a  seal  that  is  awake.  An  In- 
dian hunter  will  paddle  in  among  a  lot  of  "'sleepers ''  and  spear  them, 
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Ditlii'iilt   losti'ik 
sciil  Willi  a  liullrl. 


(Hie  iilh'r  tin-  otlior,  while  a  wliitc  Imiiter  who  uses  firearms  alarms 
e\«'ry  seal  in  tlic  iieifjhborhood  at  the  Hist  (lischai'};c. 

Tiie  Indians  lose  about  one  thiid  of  all  they  si>ear  either  from  failure 

to  kill  when  tiiey  strike  or  because  the  dead  seal  sinks 

too  (juickly  f<»r  them  to  secure  it. 

The  white  hunters  <h»  not  yet  one-half  of  all  they  shoot.     Somehunt- 

«'rs  are  very  careful   shots  and  will  imt  tire  uidess  the 

wiiitr  j^,,.,|  jj^  ^^.^.]]  \yjfi,j,j  iiiiio(>^  but  the  seal  is  likely  to  siidc 

before  the  boat  can  get  to  it,  or,  if  M'ounded,  will  dive 
like  a  Hash  to  yet  away.  A  number  of  hunters  have  boasted  that  they 
secure  niiu'ty-Hve  s«>alslbr  one  hninlred  shots,  and  some  have  madeatti- 
davits  of  i'ven  more  woiulerful  exidoits.  They  presume  too  much  ou 
public  ijiuorance  and  <;redulity. 
Oidy  the  iiead  of  a  seal  ai»|)ears  tor  them  to  aim  at.  They  are  shoot- 
ing at  a  moving  object  from  a  moving  boat,  and  it  is 
absurd  to  pretend  that  O'l  per  cent  of  their  shots  are 
fatal,  and  that  all  the  seals  they  kill  are  picked  up 
before  sinking.  It  is  as  absurd  as  though  a  hunter  ou  land  should 
boast  of  killing  l).")  per  cent  of  all  thc^  birds  he  aimed  at.  There  are  a 
few  good  seal  Ininters  whose  loss  does  not  exceed  1*5  i)er  cent,  but  they 
are  as  well  known  in  the  North  aschaini)iou  baseball  players  in  Amer- 
ica, and  form  but  a  snuill  proportion  of  the  200  seal  hunters  who  signed 
tor  the  trij)  this  year. 

F(Utuimt«'ly  it  is  not  necessary  to  de|iend  on  the  statements  of  the 
seal  huntej's.     1  secureil  access  to  the  ship  accimnts  of 
tiiMnlN'st".'! skill!"""    >*«veral  sealers,  and  found  that  in  every  ease  the  <'ou- 
sumption  of  ammuniticm   showed  more  than  ten  car- 
tridges used  foi'  every  sealskin  cai)tured. 

I  sjient  considerable  time  among  the  Siwash  Indian  sealers,  and,  while 
they  brag  of  their  individual  lu-owess,  they  admitted  a  loss  of  30  per 
cent  at  least.  On  this  subject  1  append  a  statement  made  by  Captain 
01s«'n,(>f  the  sealing  bark  />V.s,s(V  liiitcr,  of  Victoria: 
Captain  Olsen,  of  the  American  schooner  liessie  K«<tr,  of  Astoria, 
reached  Victoria  September  27,  1889.  In  the  office  ot 
,ni'i^i''rTlhrjJ,>l''e  thi  Anu^rieau  consul.  Col.  R.  Stevens  he  said :  "I  took 

Itiitii:  as  to  waste  iit' 
lite,  etc. 


550  skins  in  the  IJering.  Of  these  27  were  pups,  52() 
females,  and  3  male  seals,  which  I  killed  off  the  island  of 
Kodiak.  Most  of  the  female  seals  were  with  young.  I  had  a  green  crew 
and  green  hunters.  They  used  shotguns  and  s(mietimes  the  riHe.  They 
got  abinit  1  seal  for  every  .'J  they  aimed  at.  Some  they  missed  alto- 
gether, and  some  of  the  wtninded  ones  got  away.  There  is  great  risk 
of  losing  a  traveling  seal.  The  sleeping  seal  blow  up  an  air  bladder  that 
keeps  them  from  sinking,  but  the  seal  when  awake  sink  easily.  Hooks 
are  used  to  grapple  them,  but  if  the  boat  is  some  (listance  from  the  seal 
when  it  is  kilh'd  it  does  not  often  get  it.  For  that  reason  riHe  shooting 
at  long  range  hardly  j)ays.  I  will  get  about  $7.75  for  some  of  my  skins 
and  $8  for  oth«>i\s.  My  voyage  will  jniy  because  I  ran  the  boat  on  the 
clH'ap.  I  only  had  two  nu'ii  to  the  boat,  and  only  paid  my  hunters  $1 
a  skin,  instead  of  ii'2,  which  is  paid  to  Hrst-class  hunters.  Some  very 
skillful  hunters  do  not  h>se  many  skins.  They  will  never  Hre  unless  a 
seal  is  at  close  range,  and  they  generally  kill.  Of  i'cmrse  they  loso  some 
from  sinking.  All  tlu^  hunters  l»rag  about  how  few  they  h>se,  because 
they  want  the  reputation  of  being  good  hunters.  The  better  reimtation 
they  have  the  better  chaiu'e  they  get. 

''  If  the  Bering  Sea  was  open  many  new  men  wo  iM  come  into  the 
business,  and  the  loss  would  be  greater.    Ouly  a  few  men  uudce  su(;- 
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cessfiil  linntcrs.     It  is  like  beinji'  a  t'k'vor  riHc  sliot.     If  tlio  best  liiiiit- 
ers  lose  ten  or  tit'tecn  in  ,i  lniiuirt'd  the  other  kind  lose  ten  times  as 
many,  if  not  more.    Green  hands  will  throw  away  alotof  ammuniti(tn, 
shootinj;-  at  everythinj;'  tiiey  see,  whether  it  is  in  ran<i'e  or  not.     Voii 
<'an  not  stop  them.    They  will  wound  more  than  they  kill.     If  the 
mother  of  a  young  seal  is  killed  the  pup  is  very  likely 
to  die.    It  will  be  so  weak  that  the  first  storm  will       ^'""  ''"'"*' 
<lash  it  ashore  and  kill  it,  or  it  may  <lie  of  starvation.     I  have  seen 
l)ui>s  hardly  larger  than  a  rat  from  lack  of  nourishment.     .V  starved 
or  negleet'd  orphan  pup  is  nearly  sure  to  die.    At  one  storm  the  na- 
tives found  over  three  hundre<l  pups  washed  ashore  in  a  little  cove,  ami 
the  water  around  was  full  of  dead  pups.     It  is  certain  that  nearly  all 
the  dead  pups  were  orphans.     The  female  seal  when     „ 
suckling  her  young  has  to  go  out  into  the  ocean  in 
search  of  food,  and  it  is  those  females,  or  females  on  the  way  to  the 
breeding  grounds  to  give  birth  to  the  young,  that  we  kill  in  the  IJering 
Sea.     We  find  some  barren  female  seals — feinah'  seals  toooM  to  breed, 
or  that  for  some  reason  have  not  bred.    I  have  often  wondered  that 
there  are  not  more  barren  seals.    The  males  on  the  islands  will  secure 
twenty  or  twenty-five  females,  and  the  male  being  constantly  engaged 
in  fighting,  it  is  likely  that  many  of  the  females  are  negh'cted.     A 
young  seal  does  not  take  to  the  water  naturally.     lie 
iias  to  be  taught  to  swim.    The  hair  seal  will  pup  any-  ■J^^'i"'  ""*  ""'i*'"'- 
where,  and  the  pups  will  go  right  into  the  Mater,  but 
the  fur  seals  are  fitrced  to  go  ashore  to  bring  tiuth  their  young  and 
forced  to  leave  their  y<mng  on  land,  while  they  go  into  the  water  to 
t'aed  and  blithe.     1  su})pose  that  if  every<»ne  could  kill  seal  in  the  IJer- 
ing in  a  few  years  the  seals  would  all  be  dead  except  the  males,  andui 
time  the  seals  would  be  exterminated." 


.■::■*-;'■ 
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VALUE   OF  SEIZED  VESSELS. 

In  ascertaining  the  value  of  the  vessels  that  have  been  seized  by  the 
United  States  (lovernment  for  illegal  sealing  in  the 
Bering  Sea  I  got  the  reeonl  of  actual  sales  in  every  ^,,,\;''' ''*''"'i dis- 
ease where  the  vessel  had  changed  hands  <luring  the 
past  six  years.  Many  of  the  scliooners  were  bought  by  their  last  own- 
ers at  ])rivate  sale,  but  others  had  been  sold  at  auction.  The  seized 
sehooners  belonging  to  Boscowit/  and  VVari'en  were  all  sold  at  auction 
in  the  year  188.")  auti  were  bought  in  by  a  piirty  in  the  interest  of  l>os- 
eowit/  for  $1  each  above  the  lien  on  them.  No  one  bid  highei  than 
that,  for  the  excellent  reason  that  the  lien  represented  in  ev«'ry  cas(! 
the  full  value  of  the  boat  and  outfit,  and  was  given  by  Warrt'n,  in  whose 
name  the  boats  stood,  to  secure  Boseowitz,  wli(>,  being  an  American, 
could  not  legally  own  an  interest  in  boats  sailing  under  the  British 
flag.  I  append  a  certified  copy  of  the  sale  of  these  vessels  at  public 
auction  in  Victoria  in  1885. 

T.  T.  Williams. 

Victoria,  B.  C,  October  1,  1889. 

United  States  of  America, 

State  of  California,  City  amf  County  of  San  Francisro,  .ss  : 

I,  ('lenient  Bennett,  a  n(>tary  i)ublic,  in  and  foi'  said  city  and  county, 
residing  therein,  duly  conunissioned  and  sworn,  do  ceitify  that  on  this 
4th  day  of  April,  A.  1).  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety  two,  I 
caiefuily  compared  the  foregoing  coi»y  of  a  report  of  T.  T.  Williams 


M 
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TESTIMONY 


witli  the  original  thereof,  now  in  tlie  i)ossession  of  the  Alaska  Comnier- 
cial  Company  of  Sau  Fraiu^isco,  California,  and  th.it  the  same  is  a  full, 
true,  riid  correct  transcript  therefrom  and  of  the  whole  of  said  oriyiiml 
rep(  rt. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  athxed  my  offi- 
cial seal  at  my  ottiee,  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  State  of 
California,  this  1th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  18!»2. 

[SEAL.J  Clement  J^hnnett, 

2(uti(ry  Fublic. 


Dc2)OHition  of  John  Woodruf,  sealer. 

PELAOIC   SEALING. 


fi  :    ;       ■Ij 


!  hri'i 


JN    > 


State  of  California, 

City  ami  Voaniy  of  Suit  Fraiieiseo,  ss  : 
John  Woodruff,  haviu}>-  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am  21 
years  of  aj;e.    My  occupation  is  that  of  a  boatman.     I 
live  in  San  Francisco.    I  went  on  a  sealing  voyage  last 
year  in  the  scluxuier  ISouthcrland.     We  left  San  Fran- 
cisco in  March,  sealing  all  the  way  along  the  coast.  We 
put  in  at  San«l  Point,  staying  there  a  week,  and  then 
went  into  the  IJering  Sea.     We  were  iu  there  about  a 
week  and  a  half,  and  were  ordered  out  by  the  Uevenue 
Cnttav  Rusk.    We  caught  a  few  seals  in  there.     When 
we  first  went  in  there  we  did  not  see  many,  but  after  we  were  in  there 
a  widle  we  saw  i»lenty  of  them  that  had  large  breasts  that  were  full  of 
nulk,  and  our  catch  were  most  all  females;  the  average 
would  be  abinit  one  male  to  ten  fenudes,  and  we  killed 
cows  in  milk  irA)  miles  from  the  seal  islands.    A  green 
hunter  would  get  luie  out  of  every  Ave  or  six  that  he 
shot  or  killed,  and  an  experienced  hunter  might  kill 
three  or  f<mr  and  get  one.     A  great  many  that  we  shoot  sink. 

After  we  left  tlie  Bering  Sea  we  hove  to  outside  of  Unamak  Pass, 
staid  there  about  three  days,  and  started  home,  killing  a  few  young 
l»ups  on  the  way  down.  Our  entire  catch  for  that  trip  was  between 
^(iS  and  378  seals.  We  landed  most  of  them  at  Sand  Point.  The 
catch  we  made  Irom  there  to  San  Francisco  we  landed  here.  1  saw  a 
go«id  many  vessels  going  into  the  Bering  Sea.  There  was  also  quite 
a  number  of  vessels  at  Saiui  Point.  Some  of  the  vessels  go  through 
Unanuik  Pass"and  some  go  through  the  Four  Mountain  l*ass.  That 
was  the  only  voyage  I  made.  The  seals  are  getting 
wild  and  hard  to  catch.  There  are  a  great  many  green 
hands  in  the  business.  We  shot  at  everything  that 
came  along.  We  were  getting  50  cents  for  every  skin  obtained.  Our 
boats  went  M)  ami  40  miles  from  the  schooner.  Sometimes  they  would 
leave  in  the  morning  at  5  and  not  return  until  next  day  at  4  or  5  iu  the 


ExjH'ririUM!. 
Suuthei-lanil,  1891. 

Kiitered  UoringScii. 
Orilcred  out. 


I'rt'^ntiiit      t'ciiialc 
tiikiii  l.")U  luili^u  I'roi 

i»l!IIIllH. 

Waste  of  life. 


Iiioxperieuced  sciil 
ei'M. 


evenmg. 


John  Woodruff. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Kotary  Public, 
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Experience. 
Seventy-six,  1880. 

Entered  Bering  Sea. 

AVent   to    Copper 
Islaiid.s. 


away    by 


State  of  Calipoknia, 

City  anil  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss : 

mticlnnist  by  occupation.  I  made  a  .sealiiis  voyaffo  on 
the  schooner  Secenty-six  about  eiftht  years  ajro.  (-a,,- 
tain  J  otts  was  master  of  her.  We  did  not  hunt  at  all 
goinff  up  the  coast.  We  left  here  and  went  direct  to 
the  Berino.  «ea.  We  went  over  to  the  Copper  IslamK 
on  the  Juissian  side,  but  were  driven  away,  and  we 
came  back  towards  the  St.  Paul  and  St.  George  Islands 
andcjiught  about  200  seals.     We  were  driven  awav 

SS  1  ^''',''"'l^"'*^"/!?''  ^^""^l  returned  to  Victoria, 
iJritish  Columbia,  and  I  left  the  vessel  there.  We  (mlv 
used  rifles.  We  shot  mostly  females.  I  was  boat- 
puller  and  did  other  work  also.  During  the  vovaae  we 
ost  the  mate,  who  was  washed  overboard,  and'we  also 

lost  two  boats  at  the  same  time  in  a  storm.     We  sailed       ' " '^ "' 

from  this  city.     We  tirecl  at  all  the  seals  we  could,  regardless  of  their 
sex.    W  e  got  one  out  of  every  six  or  seven  we  shot  at  or  killed. 

George  Zammitt. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  oth  day  of  April,  A.  D  l,S9i> 

^•^••1  CLExMENT    BiCXNETT,' 

Notary  Vublic. 


1  (riven 
KiiM^^ians. 


Caiiglit  200  .seals. 

Shot  mostly  Ceniiile.s. 

Indiscriminate  kill- 
ing. 


WiLsfeoflife. 
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TESTIMONY  RELATING   TO  THE  GENERAL  SEALSKIN  INDUS- 
TRY IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Kxiieriouce. 


l)e])ositio)i  of  George  Bantle,  pavhr  mid  sorter  of  raw  fur  sJcins. 

GENERAL   SEALSKIN  INDUSTRY. 

State  of  CALTroRNiA, 

City  and  C\  unty  of  San  Franeiseo,  s.s; 

(Jeoige  Biuitle,  having-  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age 
is  r»;}.  I  reside  in  8an  Francisco.  I  am  a  packer  nnd  sorter  of  raw  fur 
skins,  and  have  been  engaged  in  that  occupation  for 
tlie  hist  twenty  years.  "Sly  calling  has  made  me  a 
Judge  of  law  seal  skins,  as  1  have  handled  in  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years 
from  10,000  to  15,000  annually. 

I  can  tell  by  examining  a  skin  whether  it  was  caught  in  season  or  out 

of  seas<m,  and  whether  it  was  caught  on  the  Kussiau  side  or  on  the 

Ditt.r.iice  bttween  American  side.    A  Kussiau  skin  is  generally  coarser, 

Uiissii.n  and  Am.ii-  and  the uudcr  wool  is  generally  darker  and  (hoarser  than 

the  skins  of  the  seals  caught  on  the  American  side.    A 

Russian  skin  does  not  make  as  tine  a  skin  as  the  skins  of  tlie  seals 

caught  on  the  American  side,  and  are  not  worth  as  much  in  the  market. 

I  can  easily  distinguish  one  from  the  other. 

Ditr.icjui)  ixtwceii      1  call  also  tell  by  examining  a  skin  whether  it  has 

male  an.l  Un.ale.  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^.^^^^  .^  ^^^^^^^  ^^.  ^^^.^^^ 

I  have  examined  and  sorted  a  great  many  thousand  skins  taken  from 

1 ,  I,  ,•  sealing  schooners,  and  have  observed  that  they  are 

onr  y  a    ema  o.    j^^^.^^.j^  ^^^  femalcs,  a  fcw  bciug  old  buUs  and  yearlings. 

A  female  seal  has  a  smaller  head,  and  a  larger  belly,  when  with 

young,  than  a  male  seal,  and  the  fur  on  the  belly  part,  where  the  teats 

are,  in  consequence  of  being  w^oru,  is  not  worth  much,  and  has  to  be 

cut  off  after  being  dyed. 

G.  Bantle. 

Subscribed  aJid  sw^oru  to  before  me  this  <Sth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1892. 
[L.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  C.  Francis  Bates,  member  of  the  firm  of  Martin  Bates,  jr., 

tO  Co.,  furriers. 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  New  Yorl;  ss: 

C.  Francis  Bates,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  T  am  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Martin  Bares,  jr.,  &  (Jo.,  ami  am  the  person  described  in  and  who  veri- 
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fiod  an  .affidavit  on  tlio  L'LM  dny  ot  Muno,  1S*>2,  i<'liitiTi;i  to  tlie  vulno  of 
the  indnstry  of  niaiinfiuturinfi'  s<'iil-sl;iii  articles  in  tlie  I  iiited  States, 
and  other  matters. 

I  liave  sifi-ned  tlie  firm  name  to  tlie  statement  hereto  annexed,  wliieh 
lias  Iteen  jirepared  from  a  earefnl  e.xamination  of  tlie  tirm  books,  and  I 
know  it  to  be  trne  in  all  respects.   The  seal  skins  therein 
referred  to  were  all   imrehased  at   Victoria,   IJritish   sijn"' V'i"<'ii»Ur''r\ 
Columbia,  and  are  of  the  class  coiumonlv  known  as  linn  ai  vidoiia  nom 

.  t        I  J.    1  •        •  1  •       i.  ■•11-1     If""'  I"  If*'"'- 

northwest  coast  skins,  /.  <•.,  skins  from  animals  which 

were  caught  in  the  Pacitit;  Ocean  or  in  tlie  waters  of  Ileriii}'-  S«'a.  The 
statement  represents  all  of  the  skins  of  this  class  which  were  juircliased 
by  my  firm  between  the  years  I.SSO  and  1S1K),  inclusive,  together  with 
the  full  ])rices  i)aid  for  them.  1  believe  the.se  i>rices  to  represent  the 
average  value  of  northwest  coast  skins  at  Victoria  during  these  years, 
exeept  that  the  price  paid  for  the  small  lot  purchased  in  1S!K)  is,  as  I 
am  informed,  below  the  average  for  that  year.  I  find,  however,  niton 
referring  to  uiy  books,  that  this  h>t  was  compo.sed  of  small  skins,  some 
of  tiiem  in  poor  condition. 

During  the  year  1891  we  purchased  no  northwest  coast  skins,  and  I 
am  therefore  unable  to  state,  of  my  own  knowledge, 
their  value  in  that  year,  but  I  understand  that  in  the 
fall  of  18JM)  and  in  1891  it  was  very  much  higher  than 
in  any  previous  year,  owiug  entirely  to  the  dimiiiishe<l 
catch  of  sealskins  upon  the  Pribilof  Islands  by  the 
lessees  of  the  Government  during  those  years. 

(J.  Franois  Bates. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  June,  1892. 

[seal.]  '         GEOlKiE   KiSSENGER,  Jr., 

Notary  Public  (Xo.'Jf))  City  and  Voun>j  of  Yew  York. 


Noiir  |ini'<']iasi'il  ill 
isill. 

Diiiiiiiislit'il  (Mtcli 
on  l'ril)ilor  litlaiiils  in 
1SU0-''J1. 


Statement  by  Martin  lUitesJr.  cj'  Co.,  of 

New  Yor 

h: 

Tear. 

Nnnibpf 

of  seal 

skins 

\)\IV- 

C'liasRil 
in  Vic- 
toria. 

Average 

jirit'f 
per  skin. 

Total 
priuc. 

1880 

4, :!.") 
,'),  ;to;i 

8.  780 

ti,  .'<!i:i 

ll.,VJ7 

i:t.4:;n 

I'i,  707 
•_',  lI'.Hi 

;t,  HO.') 
.')()« 
:ii)0 

.$11.10 
!t.  It.") 
"..  HO 
5.  00 

.').  :t8 

5.27 

4.  HO 
4.72 

4.;i,-) 

").  74 

5.  70 

$48,:it2.  ,10 

1881 

40.  .')7H.  28 

1882 

.")0.  flo7.  H7 

]88;i 

40.  700. 10 

1884 

02.  o.')2.  2() 

188.") 

70,  HH7.  SIO 

188t( 

82.211.04 

1887 

14.141.7.") 

1888 

10,  .jli").  00 

1(.89 

2,  i'OO,  00 

]8il(t 

1,7;).-).  00 

Total.. 

74, 707 

439, 070. 80 

Deposition  of  Max  Heiihronner,    Secretary  of  the  Alnaka   ('otmuercial 

Company  of  Sati  Francisco. 

sealskins  purniasel)  by  alaska  commercial  co. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 
"Max  ITeilbronner,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  I  am 
the  secretary  ot  the  Alaska  Commercial  C«>mpany  of  San  Francisco,  and 
as  such  have  custody  of  all  accounts  t»f  said  company. 
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statement  of  .skiim 
purcliii.tfil  liv  cum- 
pau.v  t'roiii  1H71  tolH'.M, 


The  followiuff  tabiiljitod  statement  prepared  by  me 
from  those.  at'<'ouiits  shows  the  fur-seal  skins  pur- 
cliased  and  sliipped  to  the  company  by  its  ajjents  at 

Kadiak  antl  ITnalaska  and  from  miscellaneous  sources  from  1871  to 

IS'.d,  inclusive: 


Date. 

1 
UiuilaHka.  Kndiak. 

MiHi'cl- 
lan('ou.>4. 

Total. 

516 

i,5o:i 
2,  :)4» 
1,22:1 

H.-|tl 

.'■)(i2 

2,  500 

2.  oi:i 
i,;i;ii 

941 

9:i9 
1,159 

Date. 

Uiiuhmka. 

Kndiak. 

106 

;i5 

90 

22:1 

Mls.i'l- 
laiivouM. 

Total. 

ISTl 

510   

18«:i 

1H84 

IKliS 

IHHIi 

1H87 

1H8H 

1889 

1890 

1891 

Total. 

1 

1,540 
2.  i8;i 
i,:i8'j 

2,  821 
4.  087 
1,7.">7 
y,  040 
2,  (179 
2. 925 

^O.W 

1S72 

7U(t  1         78 

444    

1,22:1    

72.5 
1,905 

2,218 

IHTII 

1.485 

1S74 

:i,(i44 

iH7r> 

;(.-,(•> 

4.087 

IHTt) 

ri(i2    

404 
1»5 

54:i 

471 

2.251 

1H77 

2,  .'lOO    

2,0(11              12 
1.207            124 

«:i(i          11 
sHo         no 

l.OUO           129 

:i.  141 

IS7H 



H  .).i.> 

1X79 

:i.  »90 

IXSd          ..    . 

l«hl 

40,  988 

1«K2 

Districts  covered  liy 
roinliiiiiy's  agencies  at 
Uiialasliaaiul  Kaitiak. 

skins  from  this 


The  district  covered  by  the  company's  ajjency  at  Unalaska  embraces 
the  stations  at  I'njia,  Bolkott'ski,  Saiinak,  Akoutan, 
Moshrovia,  Umiiak,  Atka,  and  one  or  two  smaller 
jiosts.  1  am  credibly  informed  by  those  cognizant  of 
the  business  and  lielieve  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
agency  were  captured  in  the  North  Pacific.  The  dis- 
trict embraced  by  the  Kadiak  Agency  includes  the  stations  at  upper 
and  lower  Kenai,  Print^e  William  Sound,  and  several  trading  jmsts 
on  Kadiak  Island,  and  without  doubt  all  the  skins  from  this  agency 
were  caught  in  the  North  Pacitlc.  A  large  majority  of  all  the  skins 
from  both  places  were  pups  a  few  months  old.  Tlu; 
tiioluof'imps"*  "'^'"^  skins  uiitler  the  head  of  miscellaneous  were  bought 


Francisco. 
Pacitic. 


from  ditfereut   vessels  which  brought  them   to  San 
I  think  they  were  all  or  nesirly  all  caught  in  the  North 

Max  IlElLBRONNER. 

Subscribed  .and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1892. 
[I-.  s.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  George  Liehes,  furrier,  of  8an  Francisco. 
pelagic  catch. 

State  of  California, 

Citji  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

George  Liebes,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age 

is  2.J.     1  reside  in  San  Francisco.    1  am  a  furrier  and  dealer  in  <lresse<l 

^  ,.^  ^,_  and  raw  furs  by  occupation.    1  have  been  engaged  in 

«i).ii.ii.(.  ^^^_^^  business  for  the  last  six  years.    I  have  been  going 

to  Victoria  for  the  last  two  ye.ars  for  the  purpose  of  buying  both  land 
and  sea  furs.  In  1890  I  examined  14,900  fur-seal  skins  that  were, 
brought  down  on  a  tender  from  Santl  Point,  Alaska.  That  was  the 
entire  catch  of  the  Victoria  sealing  tiect  uj)  to  that  time,  the  middle  of 
Jnne.  It  was  transferred  at  Sand  Point  so  that  the  schooners  which 
had  the  catch  on  board  I'ould  enter  the  Bering  Sea  clear  of  all  skins, 
ill  case    they   might  be   overtaken   and  searched   by  revenue   cut- 
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ters.  The  inopoitioii  of  females  in  this  lot  was 
ov«'r  JM)  per  eeiit.  it  was  veiy  easy  to  distiii;Lriiish 
the  males  from  the  females  on  attcnuut  of  the  forma 
tion  of  their  heads,  the  helly  heiiij,'  swollen  out  of  shape,  the  t«'ats 
showinji"  si<jns  of  develojdneiit,  and  also  showinj-'  that  the  seal  had 
been  full  of  younj;'  and  had  evidently  been  <'ut  open  and  the 
yonn}f  removed.  There  were  also  some  blae'-  pups  anion;;-  the  lot, 
whieh  ai'e  the  skins  of  iiuboin   seals  and  have  no  eommereial  value. 

I  am  informed  and  believe  that  the  reason  of  there 
beinjjf  siieh  a  larye  proportion  of  females  amon^-  the  prI!iHIrl'i"n?''|•|■I■ilIa^^sl 
eoast  skins  is  be«'ause  the  male,  which  is  powerful  and 
strong',  usually  swims  nu)re  rapidly  and  at  a  longer  distance  from  the 
coast,  and  are  so  scattered  and  active  and  hard  to  catch  that  it  <loes 
not  pay  to  hunt  them.  The  female  heavy  with  young  i'asily  tiies,  and 
sleeps  on  the  water,  and  is  easily  shot  while  in  that  condition. 

1  also  examined  a  ]>ortiou  (►f  the  catch  brought  to  Victoria  in  I.SIU, 
and  the  same  conditions  as  to  fenudes  existed  as  in  the  i,,„;;,.i-  i.np|.»iti.iii 
previous  year,  except  that  there  was  a  larger  propor-  '••  > '■^''.'"7,, ■*''""*  '" 
tion  of  yearling  skins  anumg  thi'in. 

1  have  also  examined  skins  taken  by  hunters  from  the  IJering  Sea, 
and  there  is  even  a  greater  proportion  of  females  than 
among  those  taken  on  the  coast.  It  is  easier  to  distin- 
guish the  females  in  the  Bering  Sea  skins,  for  the  teats 
are  fully  developed  fnmi  the  seals  suckling  their  young 
aiul  they  are  caught  while  in  the  sea  searching  for  food. 
The  fur  on  the  belly  of  these  female  seals  is  very  poor  aiul  thin,  owing 
to  the  swelling  and  fever  in  the  teats,  caused  by  suckling.  Oftentinu's 
female  skins  are  found  with  big  bare  spots  round  the  teals,  due  to  the 
same  cause. 

1  have  made  it  my  business  to  tind  out  what  proportion  of  skins  of 
seals  killed  are  really  brought  into  the  market,  and  from  the  infornuitiou 
which  1  obtained  from  the  sealers,  hunters,  and  those     ,  , 

■  1         ,  .  r    1  1    ii     i  1  Oiilv   one    siMMiriitl 

owning  the  skuis,  I  learned  that  on  an  average  oidy  out  ot  six  kiUeii. 
about  one  out  of  six  killed  was  secured,  varying  with 
the  cxpertness  of  the  hunter. 

In  former  times  tln^  seals  were  shot  with  rifles,  and  only  had  one  small 
hole  through  which  tiie  bullet  entered.  Now  shotguns 
are  used,  and  the  skins  are  fretiuently  so  perforated  that 
they  look  nuue  like  a  sieve  than  a  skin,  which  rediuies  their  commercial 
value  over  oO  per  cent. 

In  the  ])ursuit  of  my  business  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  buy  and 
examine  fur-seals  taken  from  the  Commander  Islands, 
and  can  readily  distinguish  them  from  the  northwest 
coast  catch  and  those  taken  from  the  I'ribilof  Ishmds. 
They  are  evidently  a  distinct  and  separate  herd,  as  the 
foundation  of  the  fur  is  much  coarser,  and  at  the  same 
time  does  not  cover  the  belly  as  thickly  as  on  the  Alaska  seal  and  is 
of  very  much  less  value.  The  proof  of  this  is  that  the  Commander 
Jsland  skins  bring  30  per  cent  less  in  the  market  than  the  Alaska  skins. 
From  my  knowledge  and  experience  in  the  purchase  and  handling  of 
fur-seal  skins,  I  know  that  the  skins  taken  from  seals 
along  the  coast  and  th(»se  taken  from  the  I'ribilof  Is-  ,i,o"rof  rriilnot"  is! 
lands  behmg  to  the  same  herd.  In  buying  the  skins  jan<iH  belong  to  same 
taken  from  seals  <'aught  by  hunters  in  the  Bering  Sea, 
the  price  is  usually  made  for  the  lot  as  it  runs  without  any  limitation 
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as  to  yt'iirlinys,  tlie  yriirlinjis  not  iivcriifjiiif;  more  tlisin 

Viii.Ni.iiiii  (i.rMkitiH.  2  iKT  I'oiit,  wlicrciis  tlir  coast  skins  arc  always  honylit 
ri'i>iiiii'tiiiii  oi   Mill-       .'  ,       ,.    '.,    ,.  .  ,.  .      ,  •.  "^ , 

liiiKH.  witli  a  liiMitatioii  as  to  yt'arlin^s,  one  price  ocin^  made 

foi'  the  skins  and  tlicotlior  loi-  tlio ycailinys.     In  these 
lots  tlie  yearlin;;s  nsnally  averaj;**  10  |>ei-  cent. 

I  licrcw  itii  afta<'li  samples  of  dressed  and  dyed  fur- 
seal  skins  of  the  Alaska  seals,  labeled  as  follows: 

Exhibit  Xo.  1,  showin;^'  tin'  teats  on  tiie  belly  of  a  virj>iii  female. 

Kxhibit  No.  L',  shoM'in}f  the  t«'ats  on  a  cow  heavy  with  pup. 

Kxhiitit  No.  -■{,  sliowinj^-  t<'ats  on  a  cow  sin-klinj;'  pni»s. 

Kxliibit  No.  4,  siiowiii};'  teats  on  a  ba<'helor  seal. 

Exhibit  No.  5,  showing;  the  teats  on  a  wig. 

(iKOKGE    LlEBES, 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  ine  this  8th  day  of  April,  A.  I).  1892. 
[L.  S.J  Clement  UkniNett, 

^n'otary  Vuhlie. 


Only  I'i'iiinli-  gkin». 


Pfposition  of  Unman  Liebes,  furrier,  San  Francisco. 

GENERAL   SEALSKIN   INDUSTUY  AND  PELAGIC  SEALING. 

Cifif  and  County  of  Neir   Yorl;  ss: 

lleiinan  hiebes,  beinj;'  duly  sworn,  says: 

First.  That  he  is  oO  years  of  age  and  resides  in  the  city  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, California.    That  he  has  been  in  the  fur  business 
KxiiiniiKf.  since  he  was  13  years  of  age,  and  established  in  his 

Puniiiiseii  .skills  own  busiucss  in  San  Francisco  in  the  year  18(i4.    That 
imUiinsin'S! "'""''  he  first  iH'gau  to  buy  sealskins  in  the  year  18(;.5.    At 
that  time  he  made  his  purchases  from  the  Indians  on 
the  western  coast  of  the  American  continent,  who  ot!ered. 
to  him  only  the  skins  of  female  seals;  that  the  price  he  originally  ]»aid 
for  them  was  as  low  as  r)(»  cents  per  skin;  that  he  ottered  the  Indians  a 
much  higher  price  for  male  skins,  and  was  told  by  them 
iiiui.ii  III  proimr  fi,.,t  t]ie  male  seals  could  not  be  caught,  and  that  many 

iiiiilt'  .skills  *^       7  t/ 

Indians  whom  he  has  ])ersonally  seen  kill  seals,  and 
lave  told  him  tliat  male  seals  and  the 

young  cows  were  too  active  to  be  caught  and  that  it 

was  only  the  female  seals  heavv  with  y<ning  which  they 
could  catch.  The  males,  for  instance,  as  deponent  was  told  by  the 
seal  hunters,  come  uj)  t<>  the  surface  of  the  water  after  diving,  often  as 
much  as  a  mile  from  the  place  they  went  down;  whereas  the  females 
can  when  pregnant  hardly  dive  at  all. 

Deponent  says  that  from  his  own  observation  of  live  seals  during 

many  years,  and  from  his  personal  inspection  of  the 
miacSfemaioskiu"  ^k'ns,  he  kiiows  tliB  dittereuce  between  the  skin  of  a 

female  seal  and  a  male  seal  to  be  very  marke<l,  and 
that  the  two  are  easily  distinguishable.  The  skin  of  the  female  seal 
shows  the  marks  of  the  breast,  about  which  there  is  no  fur.  The  belly 
of  the  female  seal  is  barren  of  fur  also,  whereas  on  the  male  the  fur  is 
thick  and  evenly  distributed.  The  female  seal  has  a  much  narrower 
head  than  the  male  seal,  and  this  dittereuce  is  apparent  in  the  skins;  also 
that  the  diftereuces  between  the  male  and  female  skins  are  so  marked 


from  whom  he  has  bought  suins, 
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that  thore  is  now  iiiid  always  lias  been  u  (liHV'iciM-c  in  t\u'  |iri<-<>  of  tln^ 

two  of  from  .'i(»0  to  oOO  nrr  cnit.     For  «'Xiini|>l(',  at  tin* 

last  .-.vvu'S  in  Lonuon,  on  tlie  -IM  day  ot  .lannary,  iM»L',  ..r  iimir  mil  i.nmio 

th«'ic  M-rn-  sold  ;«MM»0  f«'mah^  skins  at  a  prin-  «>f  40   ^''""' 

shillin<;'s  a])i«;c<',  and  1.'>,(K)0  male  .seals  at  a  pi'ieu  of  l.'M)  shillings  aiHcce 

on  an  average. 

Seeond.  Tliat  from  rlie  year  1SIJ4  down  to  tlie  present  day  deponent 
or  liis  lirni  have  been  huge  pnrehasers  of  sealskins  on 
the  western  eoast  of  A meriea  from  the  Indians  and  res 
ulentsitnthe  IJritish  coast;  an<l  depom-nt  believes  that 
lie  hashainlled  nearly  three-fourths  oftlK'eateh  from  that  time  down  to 
tln'  present.  That  during  the  whole  of  this  period  he  has  iMirehascd 
from  3,000  *;»  40,000  seal  skins  a  year,  and  that  he  has  personally  in- 
Hpeeted  and  pliysi<'ally  handled  the  most  of  the  skins  so  bought  l)y  him 
or  his  tirm. 

That  from  the  year  ISSO  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  buying  skins 
from  Ameriean  and  Knglish  vessels  engaged  in  what  is  now  known  as 
jMiaehing,  ami  tin  he  has  personally  inspeeted  every  cargo  bought  and 
seen  unloaded  from  the  poaching  vessels,  and  sulisequeiitly  seen  and 
superintended  the  uni)ackiiig  of  the  same  in  his  own  warehouse;  that 
the  most  of  tln^  skins  abovj'  mentioned  as  purchased  by  him  have  Iuhmi 
bought  from  the  poaching  vessels,  and  that  of  the  skins  so  bought  from 
the  vessels  know  n  as  poachers,  deponent  says  that  at 
least  00  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  skins  were  those  siihir'LM!iT,r''!n,m 
of  female  seals,  and  that  the  skins  of  male  seals  foiiml  i""". ii.rs  Tims.,  i.i 
among  those  cargoes  Mere  the  skins  of  very  small  ani- 
mals, not  exceeding  two  years  of  age,  and  further,  that  the  age  of  the 
seal  may  In*  told  aceuratc'y  from  the  size  of  its  skin. 

Third.  That  the  skins  bought  at  Vietoria  from  the  poaching  vessels 
are  shi])ped  by  him  largely  to  the  tirm  of  C  M.  Lainp- 

son  &  Co.,  in  London,  who  are  the  largest  sellers  of  , /^^l"*   ' -;'"    ''V 

skins  in  the  world  and  the  agents  or  dei)oneiit s  hrm.  «.msi«ii.Mi  lai-K.iv  u, 
That  he  has  been  through  the  establishment  of  C.  fl.  L^Iio',;'"'''''''''"' *''' 
Lampscni  &  Co.,  in  London,  very  fre<iueiitly.  That  he 
has  freijuently  heard  stated  by  the  superintendent  thereof  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  skins  received  by  them  from  what 
is  called  the  "northwest  catch,"  that  is,  the  northwest 
coast  of  Vict<u'ia,  are  the  skins  of  seals  caught  by  ves- 
sels in  the  open  Pacific  or  the  Bering  Sea,  and  that 
a  large  proportion  of  said  skins,  anumnting  to  at  least 
90  per  (-ent,  were  in  his,  the  said  superintendent's,  Judgment  obviously 
the  skins  of  female  seals. 

Fourth.  That  deponent  has  frequently  requested  the  captains  of  the 
poaching  vessels  sailing  from  the  port  of  Victoria  and 
other  ports  to  obtain  the  skins  of  male  seals,  and  stated     iminoements  to 
tliat  he  would  give  twice  as  much  money,  or  even  more,  mau-  skins. 
tor  such  skins  than  he  would  pay  for  the  skins  of  fe- 
male seals.    Each  and  all  of  the  captains  so  approached  laughed  at 
the  idea  of  catching  male  seals  in  the  open  sea,  and 
said  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  do  it,  and  that 
they  could  not  catch  male  seals  unless  they  couhl  get  upon  the  islands, 
which,  except  once  in  a  long  while,  they  were  unable  to  do  in  conse- 
quence of  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  United  States  Ciovernment; 
because  they  said  the  males  were  more  active  and  could  outswim  any 
boat  which  their  seveial  vessels  had,  and  that  it  was  only  the  female 
seals  who  were  heavy  with  young  which  could  be  caught.    Among  the 
captains  of  vessels  with  wliom  deponent  has  talked,  and  who  have 
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stilted  to  liim  that  tlioy  wore  unable  to  ciitcli  anything;  but  female  seals, 
aie  the  t'ollowiiiK: 

Captain  ('atlicart,  an  American,  now  about  To  y«'ars  of  aye,  who  com- 
nianded  the  s<'hooner  San  !>ic(fo,  and  who  Hub.se(iuently  commanded 
other  vessels:  Capt.  Harry  Harnison,  Capt.  (leorjje  VV.Little)ohn,Capt. 
A.  Carlson,  Gnstav  Sundvall,  and  others,  whose  names  he  (U)es  not 
uow  remember. 

Fifth.  That  by  reaso^j  of  his  h)nj;  aequaintan(;e  with  the  btisiness 
and  his  (-onversations  with  the  captains  of  the  vessels, 
caUed  poachers,  and  the  hunters  employed  on  tlmse  ves- 
sels— tiiatis,  tin'  persons  who  actually  shoot  tbe  seals — dei>onent  is  satis 
tii'd  that  a  larye  number  of  the  seals  which  arc  shot  are  not  cauyht,but 
are  lost,  and  that  the  number  so  killed  and  h)st  is  at  least  25  to  30  per 
cent^ 

Deponent  further  says  that  by  reason  of  his  knowledjje  of  the  busi- 
ness he  knows  that  the  number  of  seals  has  jjieatly 
diminished  within  the  last  live  yt'ars,  and  is  of  the 
opinion  that  o]>en-sea  s(>al-tishiuy' shouhl  be  absolutely 
prohibited,  and  that  if  the  sanu'  is  not  done  the  seals  will  within  tw(», 
or  at  th«' utmost  three,  years  be  extermiiuiti'd.  This  opinion  is  based 
ni>on  the  assumption  that  the  piesent  restriction  imi)osed  by  the  United 
States  and  Russia  on  tlu'  nund)er,  a{fe,  and  sex  of  the  seals  killed  iiiMin 
the  islands  owned  by  them  respe<'tively  are  to  be  maintained. 

Deponent  is  furtluu-  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  ne<!essary,  in 
order  to  fully  protect  the  herds,  to  prohibit,  at  least  for  a  time,  the 
killing  of  all  female  s»'als  anywhere.  "J'hat  one  reason  for  deponent's 
o])ini(m  that  the  total  nuuiber  of  seals  in  the  Pacific  and  Bering  Sea 
has  diminished  very  rapidly  is  the  fiu!t — whit^h  deponent  knows  from 
the  fact  that  lie  buys  so  large  a  portion  of  the  poachers'  catch — tlia^ 
there  are  no\\  engaged  on  what  is  called  "poaching" 
«/TmHrh"'.V'  "'""X';  iil>o»^t  eighty  vessels,  and  that  alxmt  Hve  years  ago 
and  ainiiiiiiihc(i  flitch  not  uiorc  than  ten  vessels  were  engaged  in  poai'hing; 
perNLHsci.  .jj^^i  ^jj.^^  ^i^g  total  number  of  skins  brought  in  by  the 

whole  eighty  vessels  is  now  not  very  much  greater  than  the  number 
briuight  in  Ave  years  ago  by  ten  vessels.  The  ])oaehing  vessels  a  few 
years  ago  have  been  known  to  get  as  many  as  3,(MK)  or  4,000  skins, 
an<l  deponenthas  bought4,000  skins  from  one  vessel,  whereas  no  poach 
ing  vessel  now  gets  more  than  a  few  hundred  with  the  same  size  <'re\v. 
Oiu^  vessel  last  year  sailing  from  Victoria  made  a  catch  of  1,900  skins, 
but  this  is  now  an  altogether  excepticmal  catch,  and  this  vessel  had  a 
crew  twice  as  large  as  i>oaching  vessels  formerly  carried,  and  was 
ecpiippcil  with  from  twelve  to  fifteen  boats  instead  of  five  or  six.  One 
or  two  other  poaching  vessels  also  made  large  catches — that  is, 
over  ],liOO  sivins — but  the  average  catch    of    the  poaching  vessels 

is  not  more  than  a  few  hundred  each.  This  is  true, 
€M|n[pnH!ut\>f''noadi^  "Itliougli  the  poacliiug  vcssels  are  now  e<[uii)ped  with 
ing  vissoirt.  much  more  experienced  shooters,  with  better  rifles,  and 

with  better  boats  than  any  of  the  vessels  had  five 
years  ago.  Many  of  the  poaching  vessels  now  have  boats  pointed  at 
both  ends,  so  that  they  can  go  backward  or  forward  with  equal  ease; 
and  the  old  poacher  only  had  ordinary  ships'  boats.  Dei)onent  knows 
this  to  be  true,  because  he  has  seen  the  boats  and  talked  with  the  cap 
tains  of  the  schooners  about  them. 

HKUMAN   LlKllES, 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  April,  1892. 

[L.S.J  Edwin  T.  Hif'E,  ,Ir., 

Notary  Vuhliv,  New  York  County. 
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JhpoHition  of  Inane  Lichea,  I'urricr,  Sait  h'laiuiaco. 

OENKUAI.   SKALSKIN    INDrSTllY. 

State  of  rALiFoiiNiA, 

(Hty  and  Count fi  of  San   Francisco,  fis: 

Isaac  liii'lx's,  bciiij;  duly  sworn,  drposcs  aiMl  says: 
FraiirisiM),  in  tln' State  (if  ('aliloinia.  1  am  hy  occu- 
pation a  tnr  nicrcliant,  and  I  have  been  so  en^a<^ed 
permanently  tor  tlie  last  t\venty-tlii«'e  years,  diirin;;'  wliicli  time  I  have 
l>een  constantly  handling'  hunv  <|nantities  of  raw  t'ar-seal  skins:  in  tact 
more  so  than  any  other  individual  in  the  I'nited  States  or  Canada. 
I  claim  to  l)e  thorou};ldy  <'oiiversant  with  all  kinds  of  seal  skins,  and 
from  all  the  <litterent  lo(;ations,  and  can  readily  distin<;'uish  one  from 
the  other.  I  am  also  thoroughly  familiar  with  their  mode  (»f  capture, 
haiidlin}^,  packing;,  etc.;  also  when  the  skin  is  dressed,  dyed,  ami  inan- 
nfaetured. 

Some  eiyhteeu  years  a«o  several  thousand  seals  were  taken  on  the 
(luadelupe  Islands  otV  the  coast  of  Mexico,  but  tlu'ir  ,,  ,  ,  ,,  . 
hnntni}^  beinjjunresti'H'ted,  tlu'y  were  practically  exter-  s,.„u  pin.ii.iiiiv  .x- 
minated  inside  of  three  year  So  much  sothat  a  ves-  '"'"i""'""' 
sel  visiting  these  islands  sonu  fcaii-  months  aji'o  wasoidy  able  to  se(!ure 
'.\  fur  seals,  and  the  4'a])taiii  states  that  he  <ioes  not  think  that  even 
these  would  have  bet'ii  ibtaiited  had  it  not  been  for  the  liii'^e  nundter 
of  caves  (m  that  part  alar  island,  which  probably  <«ave  shelter  to  a 
few  of  the  animals  while  the  <xteriniuation  was  beiufj  practiced. 

The  fur-seal  belouj-iu}^'  to  tiiis  island  does  not  mi;;iate,  the  climatic 
beinj-' suthciently  uniform  all  the  year  round  to  ujidvc 
it  unnecessary  for  thent  to  do  so.    Their  fur  i>  -i'  a  dif- 
ferent nature  from  the  northwest  skins,  bein;;'  nuich 
shorter  and  of  a  darker  color. 

The  Gallapagos  Island  rookery  was  much  larger  than 
the  (luadelupe,  and  the  animals  have  also  become 
nearly  extinct  thereby  reason  of  unrestricted  huntiu};'. 

Several  vessels  have  visited  the  rookeries  in   the  vicinity  of  ('ape 
Horn  and  the  Straits  of  Maj;ellan,  and  the  last  vessel     ,,       ,,  , 

returned  from  the  latter  place  only  last  week  with  a  stmiis  „f  Mnii.iiau 
catch  of  twenty-six  skins,  representing  a  seven  months'  [.'."lllnutra. ''*''' '■  ''"" 
cruise. 

Reretofore  some  expeditions  went  from  this  port  to  the  Shetlaiul  Is- 
lands, but  their  catches  were  so  small  that  inthelasttew     ^^^^^,|^  sh.tiiUMi  u 
yeais  no  huntinj'"  has  been  done  in  that  vicinity,  it  be-  laiiiiss.ai.xtiiirt. 
iny  understood  that  the  animal  is  extinct  there. 

ISAAO   LlEHKS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  lid  day  of  May,  A.  I).  1S92. 
[L.  s.j  Clement  I'.ennett, 

Rotary  rublio. 
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Deposition  of  SiUnry  Llcben,  furrier,  San  Francisvo. 

QENKUAL  SEALSKIN   INDUSTllY. 

State  of  California, 

(yiiy  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 
k.'dney  Liebes,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  My  age 
is  22,    I  reside  in  San  Francisco,  and  am  by  ociuipa- 
Exporience.  tion  a  fuiricr,  having  been  engagc»l  in  that  business 

for  tlie  hist  six  years.  1  have  made  it  my  business  to 
examine  raw  seal  skins  brought  to  this  city  for  sale,  and  am  familiar 
witli  the  different  kinds  of  seal  skins  in  the  market.  I  can  tell  from  an 
examination  of  a  skin  whether  it  has  been  caught  on  the  Russian  oi 
American  side.  1  have  found  that  the  Itussian  skins  were  Hat  and 
smaller,  and  somewhat  difterent  in  color  in  the  under 
tei'L^TtirAia's'kan. '"  ^^'ool  tliau  tliosB  cauglit  on  the  American  side.  In  my 
opinion  they  are  of  an  inferior  (luality.  The  Alaskn 
skins  are  larger  and  the  hair  is  nuich  finer.  The  color  of  the  under 
wo(d  is  also  ditl'erent.  I  have  no  difficulty  in  distinguishing  one  skin 
from  the  other.  1  am  of  the  opinion  that  they  belong 
to  an  entirely  separate  and  distinct  herd.  In  my  ex- 
amination of  skins  offered  for  sale  by  sealing  schooners, 
1  found  that  over  90  per  cent  were  skins  tak«'n  fhnn 
females.  The  sides  of  the  female  skin  are  swollen,  and 
are  wider  on  the  belly  than  those  of  males.  The  teats  are  very  dis- 
cernible on  the  females,  and  it  <!an  be  plainly  seen  where  the  young 
have  been  suckling.    Tiie  head  of  the  fenuiles  is  also  much  narrower. 

Sidney  Lieijes. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  Sth  day  of  April,  A.  I).  18J>2. 
[l.  S.J  Clement  Bennett, 

A'otary  Vuhlic. 


Uiissiaii  niid  Alas- 
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Deposition  of  John  y.  Lofstad,  furrier,  San  Francisco, 

GENERAL   SEALSKIN  INDUSTllY. 

State  op  California, 

(Jity  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

John  N.  Lofstad,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:   I  am 

48  years  of  age.     T  reside  in  San  Francisco.     I  am  by 

Expeiieuce.       •     occupatiou  a  dealer  ill  furs  aiul  fur  goods.    Ihavebeen 

in  the  business  for  28  years,  during  whi<rh  time  I  have 

bought  large  numbers  of  dressed  and  undress«'d  fur  skins,  and  I  am 
tlnmmghly  familiar  with  the  business.  I  can  easily 
distinguish  the  Copper  Island  fur  seal  skin  in  its  un- 
diH'ssed  state  from  that  of  the  Alaskan  and  Northwest 
coast  skins.    They  are  of  an  entirely  distinct  and  sep 

arate  herd,  while  those  of  the  Xorthwest  coast  and  rribih>f  Island  are 

of  the  same  variety.  I  have  bought  and  examined  the  catch  of  a  great 
many  sealing  schooners  during  the  last  ten  years,  and 

c«n^oV«k?^s'fe>nal.'"  l»i»ve  obscrvcd  tluit  H'*  t<.  00  pcr  cent  of  skins  taken 
were  from  female  seals,  which  I  could  distinguish  by  a 

glance,  from  the  shape  of  the  skins,  texture  of  the  fur,  and  develop- 
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ment  of  the  teats.    My  observation  is  thsit  the  skins 

taken  from  seals  killed  on  the  islamls  ar<'  a   better 

qnality  than  those  of  the  same  herd  taken  ott"  the  coast 

of  California.    This  is  owing  tt>  tln'ir  bein<>'  taken  at 

that  season  of  the  year  when  the  fnr  is  in  its  prime,  and  also  taken 

from  the  best  grade  of  seals.    Those  that  Jire  <'inight 

off  the  coast  Jire  killed  indis<'riminately,  and  are  largely 

females.    Many  of  them  having  borne  ycniiig  for  years, 

their  fur  is  inferior  to  those  of  young  bachelors. 

John  X.  Loi-stad. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  diiy  of  April,  A.  I).  1S1)2. 
[l.  S.J  Clement  I!i:nm;tt, 

Notary  I'ltblic. 


Deposition  of  Charles  E.  McClennen,  direetor  of  the  George  C  Treadircll 

Comjta  mjj  fit  rriers. 


'A: 


general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  I^Tew  York, 

City  and  County  of  New  Yorl;  ss: 

Charles  E.  McClennen,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  rJO  years  of  age, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  resident  of  Albany, 
in  the  State  of  New  Voik.     I  am  a  director  in  the      Kxp.ri.nc.'. 
( Jeorge  C.  Treadwell  ( Nnnpany,  the  corporation  referred 
to  in  the  affidavit  of  (leorge  II.  Treadwell,  verified  this  day.     I  haves 
been  in  the  tiir  business  for  about  eight  years,  and  during  that  time  I 
have  handled  many  fur-seal  skins  in  all  their  conditions.     I  have  read 
the  affidavit  of  John  J.  Phelan,  verified  the  ISth  <lay  of  June,  181>2.     I 
was  present  at  the  examination  of  seal  skins  therein 
referred  to.     While  IMielan  inspected  all  of  these  seal      v.riii.s  nmdnvit  ..f 
skins  r  assisted  him  in  the  inspection  of  about  three-   in«jHM\ViMV.''i'.sL'ins.'"' 
fourths  of  them.     I   know  that  of  those  we  inspected 
jointly  none  were  improperly  classed  as  the  skins  of'temale  animals. 

CiiAS.  Vj.  McClennen. 

Swoi^u  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  June,  1.S92. 
[seal.]  E.  K.  MoCarty, 

Notary  I'ublie  [No.  57)  in  and  for  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 


Deposition  of  J)r.  IT,  H.  McTntyre,  superintendent  of  Alaska  Connnercial 
Company  on  the  I'rihilof  Islands. 

COST  OF  PLA<;iNfl  SEALSKINS  ON  THE  MARKET. 

State  of  Vermont,  Oranye  County^  ss : 

H.  n.  MeIntyre,of  Jian<lolph,in  said  county,  having  been  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says:  I  ,im  a  native  of  Vermont,  48 
years  old.  In  the  years  lSt»8  and  18(»0  1  was  special 
United  States  Treasury  agent  assigned  to  duty  in  Alaska  under  par- 
ticular instructions  to  visit  and  report  upon  the  seal  fisheries  uf 
Alaska,  and  fnun  1870  to  1880,  inclusive,  I  was  superintendent  of  the 
sealeries  for  the  lessees  of  the  l'ribih>f  Islands.     In  these  <'ai»acities  1 
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first  visited  the  seal  islands  in  the  summer  of  18G9,  and  every  year 
thereafter  until  and  including  188!>,  except  the  years  188.'{,  1884,  and 
1885.  In  1871  and  1872  1  staid  there  contimionsly  for  about  sixteen 
months,  and  in  each  (»f  the  other  years  from  two  to  four  numths  throuph 
the  sealing  season.  1  also  visit«'d  London  twice  during  my  su])erint<'n- 
dency  in  connection  with  the  sealing  industry,  and  was  at  all  times  ac- 
tively at  work  in  the  interests  of  niy  employers.  My  duties  as  such 
superintendent  demanded  (hat  I  slumld  be  thoroughly  conversant  with 
all  the  details  of  shi])ping  and  transjtorting  seal  skins  taken,  and  the 
necessary  expenses  incuiTcd  by  my  employers.  From  my  knowledge 
of  such  expimdituies  I  lierewith  submit  the  following  statement  in  re- 
lation to  the  cost  of  putting  the  annual  (juota  of  skins  obtained  on  the 
Pribilof  Islands  upon  the  market  when  a  hundred  th<msand  seals  are 
killed,  and  I  1)elieve  such  statement  to  be  practically  correct: 

MaiiitcniiiicrofisliiiHlestiiblislmi.iits $12,000 

Sivliii'icM  (»f«'Mii>l(i\(''H  (exclusive  of  natives) 12,  000 

'rriiii8)iortatioii  to  San  Fiancisco 15,000 

TnMiNportation,  San  Kfancisco  to  Now  York 20,000 

TranHjiortation,  New  York  to  London <?,  000 

InHUranee.  $1,I()0,0(M»  at  1  perctiit 11,000 

Commission  foi  sellinjj,  2.t  per  cent  of  $1 ,  r>00, 000 37,  oOO 

Ktoray;t!,  cooiici-afje,  twino,  salt,  etc 15,  nOO 

InltTfst  on  tlu'  plant,  10  per  cenl  of +100,000 10,000 

Annual  rental  |iaiil  to  (iovernnient,  jier  terms  of  lease 00,000 

Olilinations  of  the  lease  for  lisli,  I'uel,  niedicines,  etc 25,(K)0 

Sujiervision  of  liusiiiess  from  San  Franeisco 2(i,  000 

First  cost  of  skins  to  natives 40,000 

Cost  of  100,000  skins  delivered  in  London,  sold 287,000 

H.  H.  McIntyre. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  at  Randolph,  this  first  day  of  August,  A.  D. 
1892.    Before  me, 

[SEAL.]  W,  II.  Du  Bois, 

Notary  Public. 


Deposition  of  John  J.  PheJan,  furrier. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  anil  County  of  New  Yorl<,  ss  : 
John  .1.  Phelan,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  35  years  of  age,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  Albany,  in  the  State  of 

New  York.     z\t  the  age  of  11  I  entered  the  service  of 
Experience.  .  JNIr.  (it'orge  C-.  TieadwcU,  a  whoh'sale  furrier  of  Albany. 

I  remained  witii  him  until  the  time  of  his  death,  and 
have  since  been  in  the  em]>loy  of  his  son,  Mr.  George  H.  Treadwell, 
who  has  succeeded  to  the  business  (-arried  on  by  his  fatlier.  It  has 
alwjiys  been  a  part  of  my  occui)ation,  beginning  with  the  age  of  11,  to 
handle  fur-seal  skins,  an<l  during  the  last  twenty  years  I  have  handled 
nearly  every  seal  skin  that  came  into  the  factory.  I  have  for  many 
years  been  in  the  habit  of  putting  tluun  through  every  process  con- 
nected with  their  i)rei»aration  for  manufacture,  except  that  of  dyeing, 
with  which  I  am  not  familiar.  I  have  removed  the  flesh  ami  blubber; 
1  have  washed  the  skins;  removed  the  hair,  or  "i)icked"  them,  shaved 
them,  and  dressed  them;  and  in  this  way  I  have  constantly  gone  over 
and  closely  observed  every  part  of  their  surfaces  in  all  the  stages  or  proc 
esses  through  which  tliey  pass  before  they  go  to  the  dyer. 
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IJy  tlic  word 

Ki'iiiiilc  li.iNiiiirowcr 
li(.'ail  tliidi  male. 


As  a  resnl:  of  the  work  I  liavo  i)t'rfoniu'(l  for  so  many  yenrs  I  am 
able  to  (listiiij>uisli,  without  difllculty,  tlic  skiii  of  a  ftinah'  seal  from 
that  of  a  male  seal.  There  are  jiciierally  several  ways  in  which  1  can 
t«'ll  them  apai't.  One  of  the  siuj'st  ways  consists  in  seeiufj  whether 
any  teats  can  be  found.  On  a  fenuile  skin  above  tlu'  age  of  2  y<'ar.s 
teats  can  practically  always  be  discovered;  when  the  animal  is  over  3 
years  ohl,  even  a  person  who  is  not  an  exjtert  at  handling  skins  can  dis- 
cover two  promii  ent  ones  on  each  side  of  almost  every  skin.  This  is 
because  after  the  age  of  3,  and  often  even  after  2,  al- 
most all  females  have  been  in  pup.  Theie  are als(>  teats 
on  a  njale  skin,  but  they  are  only  v»'ry  slightly  devel 
ojied.  When  tlie  fur  is  matted,  as  it  is  in  salted  fur  seal  skins,  the  male 
teats  can  not  be  found,  but  the  female  teats  of  skins  more  than  2  yeai  s 
years  old  can  be  found  under  all  circumstances. 

I  have  been  able  to  test  all  my  observations  as  to  tlie  teats  on  salted 
fur-seal  skins  by  following  these  skins  through  the  various  processes 
whi<'h  1  have  described.  J^uiing  these  i)rocesses  tiie  skins  become 
tlnnnerand  thinner,  and  the  teats  more  and  more  noticealde,  and  at  an 
early  stag<'  in  the  dressing  they  nnist  be  wholly  removed.  There  are 
other  ways  of  distinguishing  the  skins  of  the  two  sexes.  1  will  state 
a  few  of  them. 

A  fenuile  seal  has  a  narrower  head  than  a  male  seal, 
"head"!  mean  hereto  include  the  part  of  the  bo<ly 
from  the  head  down  Uy  the  middle  of  the  back.    I  be- 
lieve all  men  who  have  handled  the  skins  of  both  sexes 
have  noticed  this  point. 

Then,  again,  when  the  whiskers  have  not  been  (!ut  off,  they  generally 
attord  a  safe  means  of  distinguishing  the  sexes.  Male  whiskers  are 
much  more  brittle  and  of  a  darker  color  than  those  (»f  the  female  ani- 
nnil.  When  the  male  seal  is  (ner  (!  years  old  it  begins  to  have  a  nnme, 
and  for  this  reason  it  is  after  that  age  called  a  wig. 

Finally,  it  is  generally  ])ossible  for  me  to  t«'ll  the  skins  of  the  two 
sexes  apart  by  just  taking  a  look  at  tiiem  or  feeling  them.  I  suppose 
1  can  do  this  because  I  have  been  at  the  business  so  long  that  1  am  an 
ex])ert  in  it. 

Tlui  chief  classes  of  seal  skins  which  1  have  handled  are  the  Alaska, 
the  Northwest  coast,  and  the  Coi)per  Island  skins.     1 
can    always   distinguish    the   skins  of  these   classes.  ..nt^hlmpMU  (.IliXs! 
The  Northwest  coast  skins  are  most  easilv  told  by  the    .>•""  I'luiiirs  iiiii.>ii« 

.  ,.  ,. /.  1  i.    •         i' •  '■  till!  Ill licr  iiitcht's. 

very  great  proportum  ot  females  contained  m  any  given 

lot.     Among  the  Alaska  and  Copper  skins  1  have  hardly  ever  seen  a 

female  skin. 

While  the  Alaska  and  Northwest  coast  skins  are  taken  from  the 
same  si)ecies  or  herd  of  seals,  I  am  c(mvinced  that  the 
Coi)per  skins  are  taken  from  seals  of  a  difJerent  herd.  ^,.'{1,"''"'"'  ''i"'^'«*"* 
I  have  noticed  the  difference  in  the  skins,  both  in  their 
raw  state  and  during  the  processes  of  dressing. 
Copper  skin  is  shorter,  thinner,  and  generally  of  a 
somewhat  <hirker  color  than  that  of  the  Alaska  or  ,;;V'^lfi';,;,'""'^ "*^*"'- 
Northwest  coast  skins,  and  in  most  i'Sises  the  difference 
in  shape  is  suffleiently  marked  to  enaWe  me  to  distinguish  them  by 
that  nu'ans  alone. 

The  difference  between  the  Co])i)er  and  the  other  skins  is  still  more 
marked  during  the  processes  of  (In'ssing.     It  is  very 
nnu'h  njore  diihcult  to  unhair  a  Copper  skin.     Further- 
more, the  pelts  of  the  Copper  skins  are  less  porous  than  those  of  the 
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RciTiit  spring  cntcli 
(pelajjic). 


other  skins.  While  pre])iniii}f  skins  tor  dressiiifj  it  ia  necessary  to 
"work''  tlieni  iiiid  ojicn  tlu'  pores  in  order  to  "Icji'lier"  them,  sind  it  is 
duriiiff  this  pnx'css  thiit  I  have  noticed  the  fact  that  Copi»er  skins  are 
mu<'h  less  porous  than  the  others.  The  pelt  being  hanler  and  stiller 
and  the  hair  more  brittle  we  can  hardly  ever  unhair  a  Copi)er  skin  as 
satisfactorily  as  we  can  the  other  skins. 

1  was  sent  to  New  York  from  Albany  a  few  days  ag<)  by  INIr.  (Jeorge 
n.  Tr«'adwell,  with  instrnctions  to  go  through  a  certain  lot  of  seal  skins, 
which  I  understand  he  had  recently  bought  in  Victoria,  and  to  tind  out 
how  many  of  these  skins  were  taken  from  female  finimals.  1  have 
spent  four  days  in  doing  this,  working  about  seven  hours  a  day. 
There  were  several  men  who  unpacked  the  skins  and  laid  them  before 
me,  so  that  all  of  my  time  was  spent  in  examining  the 
individual  skins.  The  lot  contained  3,r)o(>  skins.  I 
found  that,  with  the  possible  exception  of  two  dried 
ones,  they  were  taken  Irom  animals  thisyerir;  they  were  a  part  of  what 
is  known  as  the  s])ring  catch.  I  know  this  to  be  the  case  by  the  fresh 
api)earance  of  the  bhd)l)er  and  of  the  skin  as  a  whole.  This  attords  a 
sure  way  of  telling  whether  the  skin  has  lain  in  salt  all  winter  or  whether 
it  has  been  recently  salted.  1  personally  inspected  each  one  of  these 
skins  by  itself  and  ke])t  an  accurate  record  of  the  result.  I  divided  the 
skins  according  to  the  three  icdlowing  classes:  Males,  females,  and 
l)ups.  In  the  class  of  pups  I  i»laced  only  the  skins  of  animals  less  than 
two  years  of  age,  but  without  reference  to  sex. 
I  found  in  the  lot  395  males,  2,167  females,  and  988  pups.  Leaving 
out  of  account  the  pups,  the  percentage  of  females  was 
fcmttliB.^  *'"'^*''*""'  therefore  about  82. 

The  great  majority  of  what  I  classed  as  male  skins 
were  taken  from  animals  less  than  ;J  years  of  age.  There  was  not  a 
single  wig  in  the  lot.  On  the  other  hand,  nearly  all  of  the  female  skins 
were  those  of  full-grown  animals.  On  every  skin  which  I  classed  among 
the  females  I  found  teats,  with  bare  spots  about  them  on  the  fur  side. 
Su(!h  bare  sj^ots  make  it  absolutely  certain  that  these  teats  were  those 
of  female  skins. 

With  regard  to  the  pup  skins,  I  will  say  that  I  did  not  undertake  to 
determine  whether  they  were  males  or  females,  because  they  ha  !  a 
thick  coat  of  blubber,  which,  in  the  case  of  an  animal  less  than  2      ars 
old,  makes  it  very  hard  to  tell  the  sex. 
All  of  the  skins  that  I  examined  were  either  shot  or  speared,    1  did 
not  keep  a  close  count,  but  I  am  of  the  opinion  thsit 
about  Tf)  per  cent  of  them  were  shot. 
The  result  of  the  examinaticm  is  about  what  I  bad  exjjected  it  would 
be.     The  tigures  only  confirm  what  I  have  always  no- 
ticed in  a  general  way,  that  nearly  nine-tev^hs  of  the 
skins  in  any  shipment  of  Northwest  coast  skins  are 
those  of  female  animals. 

John  J.  Phelan. 


All  Hliot  (irspearcil. 


Niiio-tentlia  in 
"  N  o  r  t  h  \v  I'  8 1  oci  a  H  t 
catch"  usually  lo- 
liialea. 


Sworn  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  June,  1802. 

[SEAL.J  Willis  Van  Valkknbuko, 

Notary  Piiblic,  Kinf/x  Co., 

(Cert,  filed  iiiN.Y.  Co.) 
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Deposition  of  Charles  W.  Price,  furrier. 
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State  of  California, 

City  ((wl  Count fi  of  Snn  Francisco,  ss: 

ChsirleH  W.  Price,  liaviiig;  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 
34  years  of  ajje  and  reside  in  San  Francisco.     My  oc- 
t'lipation  is  that  of  a  fur  dresser  and  examiner  of  raw     *^''i'""""' 
fur  skins.    1  have  been  enjja^ed  in  the  dressinjjf   and  exaniininy  of 
fur  skins  about  twenty  years,  and  I   am  an  expert  in  tliat  business. 
I  have  examined  and  handle<l  huge  numbers  of  fur-seal  skins,  both 
of  the  American  and  Russian  side,  and  can  easily  dis-      ,„         ..  ,. 
tniyuish  one  from  the  othei'  from  the  apjiearance  of 
the  skins.    The  skins  of  the  Hussian  side  are  much  coarser  than  those 
of  the  American  side,  and  the  fur  is  a  little  darker;   more  of  a  chcriy 
color.    The  top  hair  is  darker.   The  seals  on  the  Russian  side  an'  a 
distinct  and  different  herd  from  those  (m  the  American  si«le  and  are  not 
as  valuable.    The  skins  taken  in  the  North  Pacific  and  IW'rinj;'  Sea  by 
hunters  are  of  the  same  nature  as  those  taken  on  the 
Tribilof  Islands  but  are  of  h'ss  valius  owing  to  the  fact   J,'''"f''^    so:.iiMg, 
tiiat  they  are  taken  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.     Part  of 
them  are  stagy,  some  are  full  of  holes  fnrni  being  shot,  and  the  fur  on 
the  belly  of  (juite  a  number  of  the  female  s«>als  giving  milk  is  of  liftle 
value.    I  have  handled  and  examined  many  tli<msan<ls  of  skins  pur- 
chased from  hunters  who  had  taken  them  along  the 
coast  and  in  Bering  Sea.     Fully  SO  per  cent  of  them      kikIhv  inr  imt  lo- 
were  females,  which  skins  were  readily  distinguishable,  "'n.  aii  pups. 

I  visited  the  Pribilof  Islands  in  1SJ>0  and  made  a 
careful  study  of  the  conditions  of  seal  life  on  those  ishsnds.     I  discov- 
ered late  in  the  season  a  large  number  of  dead  pups  lying  upon  the 
rookeries,  which  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  starved  to  death. 

Charles  W.  Price. 

Subscribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  this  <Sth  (biy  of  Ai>ril,  A.  D.  1S!)2. 
[L.  S.J  Clement  liENNEXT, 

^'otary  rublic.  ' 


Deposition  of  8.  W.  Saalbnrg,  bookkeeper  for  H.  TAebes  &  Co.,  furriers. 
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State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

S.  W.  Saalburg,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  The  following 
ritatistics  relative  to  the  number  of  salted  Northwest     jfoithwostco' 
Coast  seal  skins  purchased  by  the  firm  of  H.  Liebes  &  seau. 
Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  prices  paid  therefor, 
have  been  gathered  by  me  from  the  books  and  records     ituch  nn.i  mimiier 
of  said  firm,  covering  a  period  from  the  yeai-  1.S83  to  "gnrJa.''""'  '"""""'' 
181)2,  inclusive.   Iheld  the  jiosition  of  chief  bookkeeper 
and  cashier  for  11.  Liebes  &  Co.  during  said  period  of  time,  and  know 
of  my  own  i)ersonal  knowle<lge  that  the  number  of  skins  set  forth  below 
were  duly  nun-hased  by  said  liiin  at  the  average  prices  stated,  and  that 
payment  ti  ^refor  is  regularly  entered  on  the  firm's  cashbooks  of  the 
resi)ective  years. 
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00 

11,  lOH 
9,854 

7,  r)(i;t 
i7,itr)(i 
i;t,45u 


♦430.  no 

()'.>,  (KM.  <H) 
74. 184.  75 
;i7,  7'J».  25 
9!»,  54i).  5(1 
74,  'J5«.  00 


$4.M' 
5.  S8 
7.  51) 
4.0U 
5.  54 
6.57 


1880 
18»0 
1801 
18U2 


»17«,'J'Jl.(in 

:«»J.  417.10 

ItU,  )i37.llO 

14,500.00 


$7.20 
■10.08 
'14.74 
*10.97 


1,  out),  B«l.  50 


"Kccont  increase  in  price. 

S.  W.  Saalburg. 

Subs<;ribed  aud  sworn  to  before  me  this  24tli  day  ofJune,  1S{)2. 
[SEAL.]  Clement  r>ENNETT, 

i^otary  I'ublic. 
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Deposition  of  B.  H.  Stern/els,  furrier. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 
B.  H.  Sternfels,  havinj:?  been  duly  sworn,  dei)o.ses  and  say.s:  T  am  ")() 

year.s  of  age  aud  reside  in  San  Franeist-o.     My  occuj)!!- 
Expcricuce.        tiou  is  that  of  a  fur  merchant.     1  have  been  engaj^'e*! 

in  handling  and  piii-ehasing  fur  for  twenty-six  yeiirs, 
and  I  am  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  fur  seal  skins  in  their  raw  and 
dressed  condition.    There  are  known  to  the  trade  in  purchasing  raw 

fur  .skins  from  the  North  I'acific  and  liering  Sea  three 

ciassesof sealskins,  ^ifforeut  Varieties— the  Copper  Islaml  skins,  the  West 

Coast  skins,  which  are  those  shot  and  eaugiit  by  huntei*s  in  the  wjiter, 

aud,  third,  those  taken  from  the  Pribilof  Islands.    Tiie  most  valuable 

are  those  taken  from  Pribilof  Islands,  and  the  next  are 
iM«  vHi.iailK*  '^"'''*  *^*^  <'opper  Island  skiiis,  and  those  of  least  value  are 

what  is  known  as  the  West  Coast  catch.  The  latter, 
while  of  the  same  nature  and  from  the  same  herd  as  tho.se  on  tln' 
Tribilof  island.s,  are  of  less  value  beeau.se  many  of  them  are  caught 

out  of  season.  The  skins  are  stagy  aud  are  full  (»f 
hiUei.""  '""  "*  "''"'  boles  from  being  shot.    A  number  of  tliem  are  cows  in 

milk,  and  the  fur  cm  tlK'  belly  is  very  much  less  valua- 
ble <>u  that  ai'eoiint.  In  buying  the  catch  of  schooners  engaged  in  the 
sealing  business,  1  have  observed  that  fully  75  per  cent  of  them  were 

females  and  had  either  given  birth  to  their  young  or 
nunVs  taken."'''"** '^    ^^'^''•^  hcavy  iu  jiup  wheu  killed,  which  was  easily  ob- 
served by  the  width  of  the  skin  of  the  belly  ami  the 
small  head  and  develoj^ment  of  the  teat, 

B.  H.  Sternfels. 

Sub.sc.ibed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  8th  day  of  April,  A.  I).  l.S{>ii. 
[SEAL.J  Clement  Uenxett, 

Itoiary  I'ublic, 
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Deposition  of  George  H.  Treadirell,  preshUni  of  the  (jconjr  C.  Tretulwell 

Coiiipu ny,  fi( rriers. 
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State  of  New  York, 

(Hty  ami  County  of  AUtany,  ss: 

(Icin-jie  H.  Trcadwell,  boiiig  duly  sworn,  says:  T  am  ."»5  years  of  affo, 
a  citizen  (jf  tlie  rniteil  States,  and  a  resident  of  Albany  County  in  tlie 
State  of  New  York.  I  am  tlie  scui  of  (leorjt'e  ( '.  Treadwell,  of  Albany, 
Aviio,  in  the  year  1832  there  started  a  wholesale  fur  busi- 
ness of  a  yenenil  character.  1  became  associated  with 
him  in  it  in  the  year  1858,  and  ui>on  his  death  in  the  year  188")  suc- 
ceeded to  the  business.  It  has  been  eariied  on  under  the  names  of 
(Jeiufie  ('.Treadwell  &  Co.  and  Treadwell  &  Co.  In  the  early  part  of 
this  year  it  was  turiu'd  into  The  (5eorge  C.  Treadwell  (Jomp.iny,  a  cor- 
l»()i'ation  formed  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  N(>w  Jersey,  of  which 
corporation  I  am  the  president. 

My  father  dressed  and  dyed  a  few  seal-skins  in  18,'32,  and  each  year 
thereaftei',  and  in  1804  this  becanu'  a  lucrative  item  of 
our  business.    Since  1870  the  house  hasbouyhtannually   ni'^Lomlm'.''  '""'*^''* 
from  r),(MM>  to  0,000  salted  fur-seal  skins  in  London,  all 
of  which  it  has  <lresse<l  and  dyed  in  Albany. 

In  this  industry  we  have  constantly  employed  durinji'  the  last  ten 
years  about  forty  men  and  women,  whoreceiv*'  average 

wa}>t,s  of  $1.25  to  $2  a  <lay.    Our  "p'«'l<t'i'«"  ««'t  '"'   tniaul'.'' '"  ^''""" 

avt'rasc  <>f  •'i'1.25  for  each  skin,  and  they  handle  about 
three  a  day.     My  ])ay  roll  averages  about -^oOO  a  week. 

I  understand  that  my  concern  and  that  of  J.  I).  Williams,  of  Brooklyn, 
have  heretotbre  been  the  only  regular  and  recognized  dressers  and 
dyers  in  the  United  States.  Until  last  year  our  house  dress»'d  and 
dyed  skins  only  for  its  own  use. 

In  addition  to  dressing  and  dyeing,  our  house  annually  manufac- 
tures a  large  number  of  fur-seal-skin  articles.  1  am 
deeply  interested  in  the  pi-otection  of  the  fur-seals.  ..aM,' I,',V,',iu\w,lai,?H'; 
While  the  N<U'thwest  Coast  catches  have  of  late  years 
idaced  upon  the  market  comparatively  cheap  skins,  and  in  that  way 
l)erhaps  benetited  ray  particular  business,  yet  I  recognize  the  fact  that 
such  benefit  can  only  be  of  temp<miry  duration,  for  1  have  always n(>ti<;«'d 
that  these  catches  are  largely  cfmiposed  of  female  skins,  and  1  know 
that  to  kill  female  animals  seriously  iiMi)airs  the  herd. 
Besides,  skinsare being  now  puton  the  market  at  such 
irregular  times  and  in  such  uneven  quantities  that  buying  them  has 
become  a  speculative  business. 

1  believe  that  the  whole  trouble  has  bet'U  brought  about  by  the  Vic- 
toria an<l  other  pelagic  sealers,  who  furnish  the  present 
cheap  skins.    Both  in  order  to  maintain  the  herd,  and  j„Hons"l»  r.nM\ne^^ 
to  restore  the  seal-skin  industry  to  a  sure  footing,  I 
should  like  to  see  all  taking  of  seals  in  the  water  prohibited. 

in  March  of  this  year,  I  made  a  contract  with  parties  on  the  Pacifio 
eoAst  for  their  supjdy  ()f  northwest  coast  skins  (/.  c,  skins  taken  in  the 
Pacific!  Ocean)  caught  (hiring  the  present  year,  and  about  a  month  ago 
I  received  the  first  consignment  under  this  contract.  It  was  comjiosed 
of  the  skins  of  the  spring  catch.  Later  ou  I  expect  to  receive  two 
further  shipments. 
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Tlie  first  ('onsi«;innent  was  i)liU'tMl  in  iohl  storage  at  the  Central 
Ston's  in  New  York  City. 

A  short  time  mwe  I  consented,  at  the  request  of  the  United  States 
(iovernineut  that  this  consignnient  be  exjiniined,  in  order  to  determine 
how  many  female  skins  it  contained.  To  perform  the 
,i»Vnt'rjI'r'b.'i«!!.  examination  I  detailed  John  J.  Pluilan.  This  man 
has  been  in  the  eujploy  of  my  father  or  of  myself  since 
the  year  ISfiS.  I  regard  him  as  one  of  the  most  competent  and  trust- 
worthy men  in  our  service.  1  have  read  an  aflidavit  verified  by  him 
on  the  ISth  of  June.  I  agree  entirely  with  what  he  says  concerning 
his  experien«'e  in  the  handling  and  dressing  of  skiiis,  an<l  from  what  I 
know  of  his  character  and  ability  I  believe  tluit  evei'ything  stated  by 
him  in  this  affidavit  is  correct. 

(iEO.  H.  Trkadwell. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  June,  1892. 

[SEAL.]  Geo.  N.  CrvLEB, 

Notary  Public^  Albany  County ^  K.  Y. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  Albany,  CJerli's  Office: 

I,  Ansel  C.  Kerjua,  (derk  of  the  said  city  and  <'ouiity  and  also  clerk 
of  the  supreme  and  county  courts,  being  courts  of  record  iield  tliercin, 
do  hereby  certify  that  (leo.  N.  Cuyler,  whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the 
Jurat  of  tlie  annexed  affidavit,  was,  on  tlie  day  t)f  the  <late  thereof  a 
notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  of  Albany,  dwelling  in  said«'0unty, 
duly  authorized  to  administer  oaths  for  general  purposes;  and  that  I 
am  well  ac(|uainte<l  with  the  handwriting  of  the  said  notary  public, 
and  verily  believe  that  the  signature  to  the  said  Jurat  is  jvcnuine. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  an<l  affixed  my 
ofHcial  seal  this  27th  day  of  June,  1892. 

[SEAL.J  A.  C.  Kec^ua,  Clerli. 
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DcpoHition  of  Henry  Treadtcell,  member  of  the  firm  of  Trcadwell  &  Co., 

furriers. 

general  sealskin  industry — pelagic  sealing. 

City  and  County  of  Xew  York,  sh: 

Henry  Treadwell,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States;  is  70  years  of  age,  and  resides  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn, 
in  the  State  of  New  York. 

First.  That  he  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Treadwell  and  Company, 
which    has  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  buying,   dressing,  and 

dealing  in  furs  siiu'e  about  the  year  18.i2.    That  for  the 

twenty  years  last  past  deponent's  said  firm  have  bought 
on  their  own  account,  dressed  and  dyed,  annually  from  5,000  to  8,000 
seal  skins. 
Second.  That  nearly  all  of  the  skins  purchased  Ijy  deponent's  said 

firm  are  bought  of  C.  M.  Lam])son  and  Comiiany,  of 
•  ^u}  lo'*'""  ''""^''*  London,  who  are  the  largest  dealers  in  seal  skins  in  the 
"'cia"H.'»IiV8eni skins.  w«uld.    That  the  majority  of  the  skins  bought  by  said 

firm  are  a  ])art  of  the  skins  known  as  the  "Alaska" 
catch,  that  is,  as  deponent  is  informed  and  believes  the  skins  of  seals 


Kxperleuce. 
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killed  on  the  Pribilof  Islaiuls  by  tlie  coiiiiciiiies  liaviiiji-  lesises  from  tlie 
I'^iiited  States  for  that  purpose,  A  certain  iiumher  of  si<ins  bought  by 
deponent's  tirni  are  those  kilhnl  upon  the  Kussian.  caiied  the  Com- 
mander Ishmds,  known  as  tlie  Copper  cateli,  iind 
about  ."{0  per  «'ent  of  tlu*  wliole  numb«'r  of  seal  skins  ,.„^.'|| "'"'"'  * """' 
boujfht  by  deponent's  firm  are  what  are  ealled  the 
Northwest  Coast  skins;  the  skins  of  iininiiils  killed  and  eanjiht  in  tin* 
open  sea. 

Third.  That  the  skins  of  ea('h  of  the  sevi'ral  eatches  are  leadily  dis- 
tinfjfuishable  from  each  other  by  any  jK'rson  at  all  cxiM-rienccd  in  the 
handling  of  seal  skins;  and  the  skins  of  the  Northwest,  Alaska,  or 
Copper  catch,  are  none  of  them  found  except  under  those  titles,  that  is 
to  say,  that  skins  of  the  '"Cofijier"  catch  are  not  found  amiuij;'  the  "Alas- 
ka" seal  skins,  nor  those  of  the  Northwest  catch  anutnj;' 
the  Alaska  or  Copper  seal  skins.  The  skins  of  the  three  disUnuMishaiX'!''''''' 
catches  are  so  reaclily  distinguishable  from  each  other 
that  deponent  says  he  wouhl  be  able,  on  tin-  examination  «»f  th«'  skins 
as  they  are  taken  from  the  barrels  in  whi<'h  they  are  ])ackcd  in  Sidt  and 
recteived  by  him,  to  detect  at  once  in  abai-rel  of  Alaska  skins,  the  skins 
of  either  the  (^>i)per  or  th«'  Northwest  catch;  oi-  in  a  barrel  of  the  North- 
west catch  the  skinsof  either  the  Alaska  or  the  ( 'oppercatch,  or  in  a  barrel 
of  the  Copper  catch  the  skins  of  eitln'r  the  Alaska  or  yi>rthwcst  cab'h. 
The  skins  of  the  Alaska  and  Copper  catches  are  rciidily  distiiif^iiishable 
from  each  other,  aIthou}>'h  male  skins;  and  the  skins  of  the  Northwest 
catch  are  also  readily  distinguishable  from  both  the 
(Jopper  and  Alaska  by  the  fact  that  they  are  almost  ^..^^nv'^iaVH. '"'''' 
all  females,  and  all  have  marks  of  l)nllets,  buckshot, 
or  spears,  showing  that  they  have  been  killed  at  sea,  although  the 
Northwest  catch  belong  t<»  the  I'ribilof  Island  herd. 

Fourth.  That  the  skins  of  the  Northwest  cat<di  are,  «leponent  would 
say,  at  least  nine-tenths  of  them,  skins  of  female  seals. 
The  skinsof  the  female  seals  are  as  readily  distinguish-  ,„,^,!;;"'  '"""  "'"'  '" 
able,  before  being  dressed  and  dyed,  from  the  skins 
of  male  seals  as  the  skin  of  a  bitcli  and  the  skin  of  a  dog,  or  the  skin 
of  any  other  female  animal  fron»  that  of  the  male  of  the  same  family. 
The  females  always  have  narrower  heads  than  the  males,  and  the 
breasts  aftbrd  another  ready  means  of  identitication  of  female  seals. 

Fifth.  It  is  equally  true  that  the  skins  of  all  the  other  catdnvs  w  liich 
■we  had  in  i»rior  years  were  nnidily  distinguishable  from  each  other.  1 
have  not  seen  the  seals  in  tlu'ir  native  rookeries,  and  can  not  sjieak  as 
to  the  distinguishing  traits  of  the  live  animal,  but  in  the  trade  and  in  tln^ 
experience  of  our  tirm  we  have  always  been  able  to  distinguish  readily 
*he  skins  connng  from  one  locality  from  the  skins  coming  from  another. 

remember  uixni  cme  occasion  my  tirm  received  a  consignment  of  skins 
Irom  London  whi<'h  bore  no  marks  familiar  to  us  and  which  skins  had 
fnot  been  described  to  us,  and  that  my  brother,  who  was  then  at  tlu! 
head  of  the  business,  and  who  is  now  dead,  said,  after  inspecting  the 
said  skins,  that  they  rennnded  him  very  much  of  what  were  foinierly 
called  "  south  latitude  skins,"  and  i)articularly  of  some  skins  which  he 
had  had  twenty  odd  years  before  from  Santa  Barbara,  in  California; 
and  ujiou  inquiry  from  the  Messrs.  Lanqtson  and  Conqiany,  we  were 
informed  by  them  that  the  said  skins  were  the  skins  of  seals  killed  at 
Santa  Barbara. 

Henry  Tkkadwell. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  first  day  of  April,  181)2. 

[seal.]  WiLLAKD    TAUKElt    Bl'TLER, 

Notary  Public,  City  and  County  of  Xeic  York. 
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Affidaiuts  of  Joseph  t'llmoti  rt  nl.,  furriers. 
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VALUE    OF    TIIK     INDl  STRV    OK     TIIK     M  ANIKA*' TURK    OF    FUR  SKAL 
AK'TIOI-KS  IN  TIIK  I  NirKD  STATKS. 

Tlio  iiiimlx'r  of  Alaska  t'lir  sciil  skins  wliicli  are  iin|)<ii't(Ml  niiiniiilly 

into  tlie  IJiiiUMl  Stutos,  at'tci-  <li'('s.sin;>'  aiul  dyeing'  in  London,  is,  ii])on 

the  l)asisol'thc  iiii]iortations  during;  the  |>ast  ten  years 

iiMp"m''i.'   '"   "'*''"  ""<•  upon  a catjh  of  1(MI,0(M>  skins  at  the  I'rihilof  Is 

lands,  corrcetly  estimated  at  <{5,0(M)  to  7r),(M)0. 

Tiie  valne,  lielore  payinjf  duty  tlier«Mni  to  the  United  States,  of  ea<'li 

dressed   and  dyed  In r  seal  skin  so  inii»orted,  inav  l>«^ 

said  to  raii;;e  iM'tween  J^la  and  fi>0,  with  an  averaye 

value  duiiiifj  tlie  past  ten  y»'ars  of  about  f-T*  a  skin. 

The  wayes  paid  annually  to  people  enyajied  in  the  nianufa(;ture  and 

.„  .,  reniodelinj;'  of  sealskin  arti<'les  are,  on  an  average, 

..KOH imm.  _^^^^^^^^  ^^  _^  ^j..^^^  ^^^.  ^^^^^^^^  'to^ui))  skins,  $490,000. 

The  protits  made  annually  hy  merchants,  wholesale  furriers,  and 
retail  furriers  amount  to  about  $30  a  skin,  or  upon 
70,000  skins,  $2,100,00(». 
The  amount  of  silk  consumed  annually  in  the  manu- 
siik  ...iisun...,!  in  facturc  ill  the  I'nited  States  of  70,000  fur-seal  skins 

akiiit;  anil  niiair  nl     .     ,  ,.    ,  ■,   •      i,  •    ■  i'j .  j.    . 

into  articles  and  in  the  repairing  ot  these  articles,  may 

be  estimated  at  .*ir)0,000  to  #200,000.  All  silk  whi«'h 
is  beinj;'  so  consumed  at  the  present  time  is  made  in  the 
United  StJites. 

Working  men  and  women  are  employed  in  the  in- 
dustry of  nianufaiituring  seal-skin  articles  in  the  United 
States  as  follows: 


I'rnlltHiil'  nii'rrliantH 
iukI  liin'lri'14. 


ina 

Bt'ulrkiu  ai'tii'li-it 


Wiirldn^  mon  anil 
wiiini'n  rnipliiycil  auil 
wagi's  paid. 


n.  Kiirriiltei'8  (i.  «.,  people  who  trim,  ri-pair,  anil  prepare  the  general 

Hliape  of  skins) 

h.  Nailers  (i.  f..  jieople  who  stri'ti'h   anil  nail   skins   Into  sliajie  ou 

boarils) 

e.  Sewers  ami    linishers  (i.  e.,  ]ieiiple  who  put  the  artiele  into  final 

shape) 

d.  Those  who  machine  skins  (i.  e„  remove  tlie  porlhtn  of  guard  hairs 

left  hy  the  "  unhairers") 

Total 


Number. 

AVages  per  dium. 

1,200 

»:f.  50  to  $4.  50 

800 

2.00   to  2.50 

1,500 

L.'iO    to   2.U0 

60 

2.00 

3,360 

The  fur  cutters  represent  skilled  labor  of  a  high  order.    They  handle 
about  eight  skins  a  day. 

Ik  No  account  is  taken  of  porters,  clerks,  salesmen,  et<%, 

salesmen' etc!  *"   **'   euiplovctl  ill  tlic  large  establishments. 

Bated  at  the  city  of  New  York,  June  21st,  1892. 

Jos.  Ullmann. 

Martin  Bates,  Jr.,  &  Co. 

riARuis  &  KUSSAK, 
By  Alfred  Harris. 

Henry  Treadwell. 

Estate  of  John  Ki  szits, 
By  E.  J.  Stake. 

ASCH  &  Jaekal. 

C.  G.  GuNTHER's  Sons. 
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Tlie  fort'^joiii;;  sfiitniiciit  is  the  «»iu'  icl'oncil  lit  in  tlic  iiniicxfil  nfllda- 
vitsof  Henry  TrciMhvrll,  !•).  K.  McOiirty,  Xo.  ."ij,  ni»t;iry  pnhlic;  lliiyo 
.liM'lvcl,  Ki'<'(l('i-ick  ('.  >S;-linii(it,  notary  pnitlic;  Franklin  h.  (inntlici-, 
han'l  li.  Tower,  iiotiiry  |Mililie;  .losepli  |8iiinnel{  rihnaiin,  Alfred 
llanis,  (j.  l-'ianeis  Hates,  (lei(r;;e  Kissin;;er.  jr.,  notary  public;  E.J. 
Htake,  8.  Steinheinier,  notary  public,  Xcw  York. 


Kx|HTi('ll(l'. 


Ihixhsition  of  Samud  nimaint,  tntnihrr  of  flir  Jinn  (f  Joseph  UUmann, 

furrier. 

GKNEllAL    KKALSKIN    INDl'STRY. 

Statk  of  New  York, 

Citif  and  Conntjf  of  Xeir  Vorl;  ss: 

Sauuiel  iniuninn,  beinj?  <luly  sworn,  says:  F  am  'M  y»>arH  of 
ajje,  a  <'itizen  of  the  Tiiited  States,  and  a  residt'iit  of  the  city 
of  New  York.  The  house  of  Joseph  IJIIniann,  in  which  lania|tart- 
ner,  liej^iiu  busini'ss  at  St.  Paul,  in  the  State  of  .Minnesota,  in  l.sr»4. 
It  has  always  beep  enp;aji<'d  in  tlie  wholesale  fni-  business,  and  since 
the  time  when  fur-seal  skins  tii-st  became  an  important  article  <(f 
commer(;e  in  this  <'ountry  it  has  <lealt  in  lar};-e  nuiidiers  of  them. 
I  have  ptTsomdly  handled  seal  skins  foi-  the  last  twelve  or  thir- 
teen years,  and  am  familiar  with  the  whole  seal  skin 
trade  of  this  country.  Tiie  house  of  .loseph  I'll- 
n)ann  now  does  business  at  St.  Paul,  l>eip/.i<i',  Lontlon,  and  New 
York.  The  books  of  the  New  York  house  sliow  the  following  pur- 
chases of  dressed  and  dyed  Alaska  fur  seal  skins  in  lion<lon  between 
the  vears  ISS')  and  1.S91.  All  (»f  these  purchases  were 
broujiht  to  this  ccmntry:  ISS."),  11,818  out  of  a  total  skV..TT.Urt"i'>v 
Alaska  catch  of  about  J()0,0(M>;  18S(},  12,<;+(5  out  of  a  ">"'  •>-"»  i««5  »- 
total  Alaska  catch  of  about  100,0(10;  1887,  L'.v'W  out 
of  a  total  Alaska  <'atch  of  alxmt  100,(»0ll;  1888,  17,000  out  of  a  total 
Alaska  catch  of  alxmt  100,000;  1880,  14,l(;o  out  of  a  total  Alaska 
catch  of  abcmt  KMMMM);  1890,  .'i,r)(59  out  of  a  total  Alaska  cat«'h  of 
about  lil,O00;  1801,. $,240  out  of  a  total  Alaska  catch  of  alxmt  13,000. 

I  have  signed  the  name  of  .loseph  Ullmann  to  the  an- 
nexed  st.atem«'nt,  which  I  have  caretnlly  consnlered,  .■...linj; Htni..iii;iit,  <ix- 
and  to  the  best  of  my  information  and  belief  this  state-  "'" 
ment  is  correct,  except  that  I  know  nothinj;  about  the 
silk  consumed.     1  regard  the  tigures  given  therein  as  (conservative. 

i  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  nations  interested  should  arrive  at  some 
agreiunent  by  which  the  killing  of  seals  in  the  water 
will  be  stopped.  It  is  true  that  the  Northwest  Cmst  ,hmulMM!stoH"!i'"" 
cat4',hes  have  of  late  years  placed  upon  the  market  a 
certain  number  of  good  skins  which  (tould  be  purchased  at  prices  far 
below  those  for  which  skins  of  the  Alaska  catch  were  sold,  iiut  I 
realize  that  this  can  not  continue  to  be  the  case,  for  it  is  a  matter  of 
conuuon  knowledge  amongst  furriers  that  these  North-  xortiiw^st  <atch 
west  Coast  catches  are  composed  mainly  of  the  skins  of  ;:;',v;.!;v,^''''  """"'y  «f 
female  animals,  and  1  understand  that  the  killing  of  fe- 
male seals  is  rapidly  impairing  the  value  of  the  herd, 
ing  the  last  few  years  buying  fur-seal  skins  has  be- 
come a  business  of  a  very  speculative  character,  be- 
cause it  is  impossible  now  to  calculate  at  what  times  and 


SIIIIIUll. 


to  si!k    cdU- 


triiiiilcs. 


Then,  too,  dur- 

Speriilativc  charac- 
ter ut'  the  hiisiuess. 
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ill  wiiiit  i(iri!itiHtM  t!i«v  will  In*  pi  i'!(vl  upon  tlm  iri'irkot.  It  ro(|iiir«»8 
troiii  t!ir«;i'  t  >  six  iii  tiiflH  to  pn>p(M'ly  ilri^s.s  and  dyo  skins,  anil  it'  while 
this  pro(;uss  is  ^oin;;'  nu  I'lii'Micr  sales  take  phure  (as  has  heeii  the  ease, 
at  tVeipient  intervals  in  the  last  two  years),  the  tiunleiuiy  is  to  unsettle 
the  niaiket,  inlvance  or  reduee  the  raw  iiiateritil,and 
thus  directly  alleet  both  «lealers  and  niaimfaetiirers. 
This  has  liiipp(>ned  of  late  yc'ars  only.  I  ascribe  the 
present  nnsalistiictoiy  condition  of  tlie  business  to  the 
injnrions  operati(»ns  of  the  Victoria  scjiUts,  whom  I 
furtlieiinore  hold  directly  respitnsible  for  the  present  diminished  catch 
of  Alaska  se.ils  upini  the  I'riblh*!' Islands. 

Samuel  Ullmann. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  LMst  day  of  .fune,  1892. 

[L.  S.J  "  ({EORGK    KiSSINfJER,  Jr., 

Notary  I'ubliv  {No,  W),  City  and  County  0/ New  York. 


N<'r«'HHll  y    I'lir   II 
Hlriidy  riiiii'ki't. 

DiTiviim-  is   riniHi'cl 
li\  pi'lituir  Mi-iiliiiu. 


!^:';: 


Deposition  0/  C.  Francis  Hates,  memhvr  of  the  firm  of  Martin  Bates,  jr., 

A-  Co.,  ftHricrs,  yeiv  York. 

oenkkal  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  as: 
C.  Francis  JJates,  bein<>'  duly  sworn,  says:  I  nm  67  years  of  age,  a 
citi/en  of  the  IJnited  Stiit«'s,  nin'   i  resident  of  the  city 
.xiKT tnce.  of  New  York.     Karly  in  this  <•     rury  my  father  estab- 

lished a  wholesale  fur  business  in  this  city,  and  .,» this  business  1  have 
succeeded.  1  have  been  engn};ed  in  it  for  the  past  tifty  years. 
It  is  now  <'arried  on  under  the  name  of  Martin  Bates,  Jr.,  &  Co.  Fen- 
many  years  we  hnve  been  liirj;*'  imrchasers  of  Alaska  (or  Pribilof 
Island)  fur-seal  skins,  having  bought  in  London  and  brought  to  this 
NimiiMr  ot  »kins  couutry  bctwceu  the  ycais  1879  and  1891,  71,904  such 
iinpoiiedbv Hrm from  skius.  1  uin  familiar  with  the  value  and  extent  of  nie 
iH,9t.>i89i.  industiy  of  manufacturing  articles  of  Cur-seal  skins  in 

this  c<mntry,my  house  hiiving  until  very  recently  been  largely  interested 
in  it.  This  imiustry  is  one  of  great  viilue  to  the  United  States.  The 
fur-seal  skin  is  in  many  iesi)»'cts  one  of  the  most  valuable  furs  that  has 
evvv  been  i)laced  on  the  market.  I  have  read  the 
statement  hereto  annexed  and  signed  the  name  of  my 
tirni  thereto.  I  believe  it  to  be  in  all  respects  correct. 
I  have  reail  the  last  paragiaph  in  the  affidavit  of  Samuel 
Ullmann  hereto  annexed  and  agree  with  what  is  said 


("((I'l'Dboriitt's  afli- 
diivit  of  .Io8e))li 
ininiiinn,  rt  al.,  iiiirt 
Hgrccs  Willi  last  para- 
jtrajOi  of  Samuel  I'll- 
iiiaun'M. 


therein. 


C.  Francis  Bates. 


Sworn  to  before  me  this  21*d  day  of  June,  1892. 

[L.  S.J  (Jeorge  Kissenger,  Jr., 

Notary  Public  {No.  U'J),  City  and  County  of  New  YorTc, 
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Ih'poHiiion  of  Alfred  Jlarrin,  with  firm  of  llarrin  it*  littunuk,  jHrrkrx, 

New  York. 
«i:nkual  skalskin  industry. 

Statk  ok  Xkw  Yokk, 

('it If  ail) I  Count!/  of  Xf'ir  York,  hs  : 

AUVed  lliirris,  hoiiiy  duly  sworn,  sjiys:     I  iiin  forty  yesirs  of  ii;,'<',  ii. 
<'iti/«Mi  of  the  I'nitrd  States  iiiul  a  resident  of  the  eity  of  New  York. 
For  twelve  veins  prior  t«»  I'eliriiiirv   I,  IHIH',  I  was  u 
nieuilier  .>f  the  tirm  of  Harris  vS:    KiissaU,  whieh  still      '■^i"''""" 
does   a  larjje   wh(»lesale  fui    Imsiiiess  in  the  eity   of   New    York.      I 
am  now  assoeiaied  with   this  firm   in  its  hnsiness  and   have  e|iar};e 
of  its  Miannfa('tni'in;>'  department.     I  am  anthori/ed  to  si^^n  the  liiin 
imme  to  the  ann<>xed  statement,  and  the  reason  why  1  si<>-n  it,    in- 
stead  of  one   of  the   ])artners,   is  that  I    have  a    mneh    more    inti- 
mate knowledju'e  of  all  hranehes  of  tlie  business  than  anyone  els''.     NVe 
are  mannfuetnrers  of  fnrs  of  all  kiinls,  ami  a  lar^e  proportion  of  our 
Wusiness  eonsists  in  the  manufacture  of  seal  skin  arti- 
cles,    lietween  tin'  years  IHSn  and   1H!))»  we  handled   Mnn''Hhnsh!;.«s\nM^^^^^^ 
per  annum  on  an  average  i2,(MH)  fur-seal  skins  of  the  ^,'^,',',"1^1,"'^"""  "*'*" 
three  catches.     Between  18S,")  ami   18!M)  we  handled 
from  3."),()0()  to  40,(>0(>  Alaska  skins  which  had  been  dressed  and  dyed 
in  liondon.     Of  tliis  number  we  pur«'hased  ourselves  in  London  and 
bi'oujiiit  to  this  i'onntry  about   nine-tenths.     I  have 
sijjfued  the  name  of  Harris  «S:  lUissak  to  the  statement 
hereto  annexed,  whi<'h  1  have  ( arefnlly  read.     I  believe 
it  to  be  in  all  respects  correct,     I   liave  read  the  last 
paraftrajdi  or  section  in  the  annexe<l  attidavit  of  Sam- 
uel I'llmann,  and  I  agree  with  everything  contained  therein. 

Alfred  Harris. 

Swtu'u  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  June,  18!>2. 

[L.S.J  (lEORffE    KrSSIN«JKR,  J|{, 

Kotary  rublic  (Xo. !)!)),  City  and  County  of  Xtir  York. 


(.'oi'iiiliiiniti'H  iilliilii' 
vit  III'  .Ills.  I'lliiiiiii.  (7 
nl.,  and  ii;iPccs  with 
laHl  jiani^riiiiliiirSaiii- 
iiid  ('lliiiaiiii'.s. 
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Deposition  of  Henry  Trcadwell,  member  of  the  firm  of  Treadivcll  cl-  Co., 

furriers. 

general  sealskin  industry. 
State  of  Kew  York, 

City  and  County  of  Xeic  York,  ss: 

Henry  Treadwell,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Treadwell  &  Co.,  and  the  person  described  in  and 
who  verified  an  afiidavit  of  the  1st  day  of  April,  1892,  'm"  n.n.e. 
relating  to  the  ditterence  in  tlie  skins  of  the  varicms  fur-seal 
catches  and  other  matters.  I  have  been  in  the  wholesah'  fur  business 
for  over  forty  years,  and  took  an  active  i)art  in  it  until  two  years  ago,  when 
1  retired  from  business.  I  have  signed  my  name  to  the 
annexed  statement,  which  I  liave  carefully  read,  and 
believe  to  be  correct  in  eveiy  resi>ect.  1  have  also  read 
the  last  paragraph  or  section  of  the  annexed  altidavit 
of  Samuel  Uliuiann,  and  1  agree  with  everything  there- 
in stated. 

Henry  Treadwell. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  June,  1892. 

[L.  S.J  '  E.  H.  Mccarty, 

Notary  I'ublie  {No. .};?),  in  and  for  County  of  New  York 
2716— VOL  11 31 


CornilHiralfn  aMiila 
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Deposition  of  Emil  J.  Stalie,  manager  of  estate  of  John  Euszits,  furrier, 

^'cw  Yorh: 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  Neic  York,  ss: 
Emil  J.  Stake,  ))oin}>-  duly  sworn,  says:  T  am  28  years  of  age,  a  citi- 
z»'ii  of  the  United  States,  and  a  resiMent  of  tlie<'ity  of  New  York.  In  IS")! 
John  lins/its  established  in  thet'ity  New  York  a  lai'jre  wholesale  fur  biisi 
ness,  at  the  head  of  which  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1S1M>.     In  18r>lHie 
imported  44  seal  skins  from  London;  his  annual  importations  gradually 
imreaseil  until  in  the  year  1S87  he  imported  10,804 
dressed  and  dyed  seal  skins  of  all  <'atehes.     His  books  show  the  follow- 
,   .      ,      ,   inji'  i)urchases  in  London  of  dressed  and  dyed  Alaska 
KkiiisxiiKT  IS-)'.*.  tur-seal  skins,  all  of  whieli  were  brought  to  this  coun- 

try:   18S7,  0,000;   1888,5,800;  1880,  (»,800.     These  fig- 
ures fairly  represent  his  average  purchases  and  impor- 
tations between  1880  and  1889. 
I  entered  the  employ  of  .lohn  Ruszits  at  the  age  of  14.     Since  tlu^ 
.  age  of  LM  1  have  been  familial' with  every  transacti<ni 

xpeiiomo.  connected  with  the  business,  and  upon  his  death  I  suc- 

ceeded to  its  sole  managenunt. 
There  are  now  employed  in  this  house  in  the  manufacture  of  fur 
.    ^,,.  ,.  .„    articles  about  140  men  an<l  women.     If  we  were  to  lose 
l^■s" h  !irin J'of' ."ai-  tlie  seal-skin  industry,  I  do  not  know  what  would  be- 
Rkiii  iii.iiisif.v.  come  of  the  business  as  a  whole.    It  would  be  very 

seihuisly  cripjded.  I  have  signed  the  name  "  Kstate  of  John  Kuszits," 
the  nam*'  under  which  the  businCiSs  is  now  carried  on,  to  tlie  annexed 
statement.  1  believe  it  to  be  correct  in  all  respects.  With  reganl  to 
,  ,  the  approximate  number  of  peoide  stated  to  be  em- 
in  III.' iiniiixiiviiiiiH-  ])loyed  m  the  seal-skin  industry  in  the  ITmted  Stat«'s 

Ivilhsiml'n.'Mi'i.fias?  I  ^^■'"  ^«y  tl''s»  <^'''^t  probably  in  the  fall  and  winter  a 
iiiiraKiiii.ii  ..i-  Siiiiilui  greater  number,  while  in  sinmner  fewer,  are  employed. 
I  ii.i,m,n.sa«i.iavit.      ,,„(.  j  \^Q]^^,y^,  ^]^^,  ,„imber  given  to  fairly  reiuesent  the 

average  number  employed  throughout  the  year.  1  agree  with  all  that 
is  said  by  Samuel  Ullmann  in  the  last  paragraph  or  section  of  his  atti- 
davit  verified  June  -'1  and  hereto  annexed. 

Emil  J.  Stake. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  June,  1802. 
[L.  s.|  S.  Steinheimer, 

Notary  rnblie,  New  York  County,  No.  5UH  iiroudicay,Neic  York. 


Deposition  of  Hugo  Jaeekel,  head  of  firm  of  Asch  &  Jaeckel,  furriers,  New 

York. 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  Vokk, 

City  and  Conntif  of  Neir  \ork,  s.v; 

Hugo  Jaeckel,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  1  ain  44  years  of  age,  a  citizen 

of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  the  city  of  New 

lork.    1  am  the  present  owner  of  the  business  which, 

einuQ  the  year  1878,  has  beuu  carried  on  iu  the  city  of  New  York  under 
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the  iicinic  of  Asch  &  Jaeckel.  I  have  been  in  the  Cur  business  since  I 
was  Ki  years  old,  and  am  now  cngajied  in  the  wholesaU*  manntaetuie  of 
furs.  I  do  a  hirgc  business  in  fur-seal  skins,  and  be- 
tween l.S8r>  and  ISUO  annually  bought  and  inii)orted  firl';;V^!;J;';i"rr,;;',H!'li; 
into  this  country  from  London  from  0,(MM>  to  8,(K)0 
dressed  and  dyed  Alaska  fur-seal  skins,  and  a  proixu-tiouate  nuin- 
b<  ••  of  i'ur-seal  skins  of  the  other  prinrijtal  eatcthes.  I  iiave  sijjncd 
the  name  of  Asch  &  .laeckel  to  the  annexed  statement,  whicii  I  liave 
carefully  read.  1  believe  it  to  be  in  all  respcc-ts 
correct.  I  have  also  read  the  last  paragraph  in  the 
annexed  atfi<lavit  of  Sanuiel  Ullmann,  and  ajjree  with 
everytiiinj*-  therein  contained.  The  same  is  true  of  an 
allidavit  verified  on  the  21st  day  of  June  by  William 
Wiepert,  my  present  superint«'n<lent. 

Hugo  .Iaeokkl. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  22<1  day  of  June,  1802. 

[L,.  S.J  Fredekk'k  ('.  Schmidt, 

Notary  J'ublic,  New  I'urk  County. 


('iiM'iilinruti'N     iifti- 
davit  <>i  .Ids.  I'lliii.  (Ill 

'■'  (f/.,llllll  IIU  11  I'M  with 

NlHli'ini'iits  ill  liiHt, 
iianiui'ii|ili  III'  Saniiirl 
rllniaiiirH. 
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Deposition  of  Franhlin  L.  Gunthet;  member  of  the  firm  o/C.  G.  Gunther's 

Sons,  furriers,  New  York. 


general  sealskin  industry. 


State  of  New  York, 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  sft: 

Franklin  L.  (lunther,  being'  <luly  sworn,  says:  T  am  39  years  of  ajje, 
a  ('itizen  of  the  I'nited  States  and  a  resident  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
For  the  past  twenty-thiee  years  1  have  been  with  tlie 
lirm  of  V.  G.  Gunther's  Sons,  and  in  lH7(i  I  became  a  ''•^i'""'""' 
member  t»f  it.  This  firm  has  been  in  existence  an<l  done  business 
in  the  city  of  New  York  under  names  very  similar  to  its  present 
mime  since  the  year  1820;  it  has  always  carried  on  a  wholesale  and 
retail  fur  business.  It  was  one  of  the  first  firms  to  introduce  seal- 
skin ji'arments  into  the  United  States,  and  sin(;e  1857  it  has  constantly 
been  enj^aged  in  placing  them  upon  the  market.  It  has  been  in  tlie 
habit  of  buying  annually  in  London  from  2,((0(>  to  (J,bOO      ^., .     . 

,,,,.•',",.  ii.1  I  11      1  MiiiiN    iiii|Hiitiil   liy 

A  laska  fur  seal  skins,  and  it  has  handled  vei-ynumymor*'.  tiniianmiiiiiy. 

1  have  signed  the  name  of  the  firm  to  the  annexed  „„*.in«\\'rZM''nim!'i'n» 

statement,  which  1  have  carefully  read,  and  believe  to  <-'"(• 
be  in  all  respects  correct. 

FSANKLIN   L.  GUNTIIER. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  22d  day  of  June,  1892. 

[L.S.J  Dan'l  La  Tower, 

Notary  I'ubiic  for  Kintjs   County. 
(Certificate  on  file  in  New  York  County.) 
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Deposition  of  C.  G.  (iunther^s  Sons,  furriers,  New  Yorl'. 


f  i 
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INDUSTRY — DECREASE    OF    ALASKAN    HERD    DUE    TO    DESTRUCTION 
OF  FEMALES   BY   PELAGIC   SEALERS. 

Hcliitive  to  matter  of  depletion  of  seal  lienls  of  the  Pribilof  Islands, 
tliis  most  ileplorable  fact  is  dne  in  our  opinion  in  ;>ieat  part,  if  not  en- 
tirely, to  the  action  of  sealers  in  the  indiscriminate  killinj;  of  these  ani- 
mals while  in  transit  to  and  from  these  islands  for  breeding  pnr- 
l)oses,  the  females  being  killed  in  much  greater  pro])ortionate  numbers, 
owing  to  their  less  aggressive  nature  and  their  being  h'ss  able  to  es- 
cai)e.  While  on  their  way  to  these  islands,  the  cow  (female)  seal  is  in 
a  condition  of  pregnancy,  the  period  of  gestation  ending  shortly  aft«'r 
their  landing.  If  intercepted  and  killed  while  in  this  condition  the  loss  is 
obvious.  In  our  opinion  unless  stringent  measures  be 
^  I'rot.-.tioii  i.e.es-  adopted  on  the  part  of  those  having  authority  on 
waters  adjacent  to  these  islands  and  on  all  ccmtiguous 
bodies,  the  fur  seal  of  Alaska  will  soon  be  exterminated  and  this  valu- 
able industry,  alike  of  great  importance  to  the  people  of  Europe  and 
America,  will  have  received  its  deathblow. 

C.  Cr.  GUNTHER'S  SONS. 

State  of  Xew  York, 

City  and  County  of  New  Yorl;  ss: 
Franklin  L.  Gunther,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a  member  ot 
the  linn  of  C.  G.  (Junther's  Sons,  furriers,  of  1S4  Fifth  avenue.  New 
York;  tliat  the  foregoing  statement  expresses  the  ojtinionsof  the  uu'm- 
beisof  said  firm,  and  that  same  istrueto  the  b«'st  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief. 

Franklin  L.  Gunther. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  June,  1892. 

[SEAL.J  Dan'l  liA  Tower, 

Notary  I'lihlicfor  Kings  County. 
(Certificate  on  tile  in  New  York  County.) 


Deposition  of  Samuel  Ullmann,  member  of  the  firm  of  Joseph  UUmann, 

furriers,  New  Yorl\ 

general   sealskin   industry. — l'ELA(n(!   SEALING. 

State  of  New  York, 

('ity  and  County  of  New  York,ss: 

Samuel  UHmann,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  a  member  of  the 
wholesale  fur  house  wluch  does  business  in  the  city  of  New  Yoik  under 
the  tivm  name  of  Joseph  llllmann,  and  am  the  person  described  iti  and 
who  verified  an  affidavit  on  the  21st  day  of  .June,  1S1>2,  relating  to  the 
value  of  the  seal-skin  iiulustry  in  the  I'nited  States,  and  other  matters 
1  have  signed  the  nanu;  of  Jose])h  Cllmann  to  the  statement  hereto 
annexed,  which  has  been  pre]>ared  fnua  a  j-areful  examination  of  the 
books  of  the  house  of  said  Joseph  rilmann  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  I  know  said  statement  to  be  (M)rrect  and  true  in  every  respect. 

All  of  the  seal  skins  therein  referied  to  are  of  the  class 
•khl"!"'*'^'  *  ""^^   known  as  N<Mtlnvest  Coast  skins.     In  this  term  I  nteau 

to  comjuise  all  skins  taken  in  the  l*a<'ific  0<'ean  or  in 
the  waters  of  Bering  Sea.    The  skins  in  (jiu'slion  were  purchased  at 
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Victoria,  Kritish  Columbia,  with  the  cxci^ptiou  of  40!),  which  wtMO  pm- 
rhasod  in  Aufjust,  18iS9,  at  Sail  Francisco.     Said   hooks  show  the  fol 
h)winji'  assortin(Mit  of  portions  of  tliesc  skins,  respectively,  l,S.'ir»  anil 
1.07(J  in  number,  bought  in  May  and  .June,  1888,  together  with  tlie 
prices  paid  for  ea«h  grade  per  skin : 

Mai/,  JSSS. 

SS.")  IJciiiijj;  Sen  senls $t.T>7 

f  551  West  C'oHHt  st'iils ->.()(> 

I  j  102  Wfst  Cinist  ^rii.v  i>iii»8 l.LT) 

I      2  West  C'oilHt  |IU|)S '_'..">(> 

(  252  West  ( 'oiist  senilis ."..  (Ml 

II '    41  WcHt  Coast  «r.iy  iiiip.s 1.0(1 

t     2  Wt'St  Coast  piiii.s 2.  5(» 

June,  /SSS. 

f)S5  seal  skins I .  KO 

18  seal  sk ins ti.  (l(» 

1(10  jjira.v  ]>n|)8 1.  25 

Tlie  skins  marked  I.  formed  one  lot  and  i(']Me.>{Mited  the  catch  of  a 
single  vessel.     The  same  is  true  of  the  skins  marked  II.     The  ixi'cent- 
age  of  gray  pups  contained  in  each  of  these  lots,  botli  of  winch  were 
bought  on  assortment,  is  not  an  unusual  one.     1   have  for  many  y«'ars 
])<'rsonally  examined  numerous  shipments  of  Northwest  Coast  skins  pur- 
cha.sed  at  Victoria.     1  have  had  such  ('xjierience  in  handling  fur-.seal 
skins  as  (>nables  me,  readily  in  most  eases,  but  always 
upon  careful  exanuuation,  to  distinguish  a  female  skin   skhi"'iIiosTKVrTiVX8* 
from  a  male  skin,  and  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  skins  in  such  shijiments  are  those  taken  from 
temale  animals.     It  is  also  true  that  a  large  number  of  skins  in  many  of 
these  shipments  are  rendered  almost  valueless  tlirough 
the  uumerous  bullet  holes  which  they  contain.    The 
house  of  Josei>h  Ullmanu  has,of  late  years,  been  one  of  the  largest  single 
buyers  of  seal  skins  at  Victoria,  and  my  knowledge  and  experieiuM' 
enable  me  to  state  tliat  the  prices  i)aid  by  this  house,  as  (contained  in 
the  annexed  statement,  represent  fairly  the  value  of  such  skins  at  Vic- 
toria in  each  of  the  past  tive  years. 

The  rapid  rise  in  the  prh-e  paid  for  the.se  skins  in  the  years  1800  and 
1801  can  onlv  be  explained  throi.gh  the  siulden  de-      ,.         ... 

,    .    1*-.        .,  1  ^i\i\  lorn      ill  •  liecrilt  IlHi' 111  Iil'K'''- 

crease,  which  in  the  years  18t>0  am.  1891,  took  place  in 
the  annual  catch  ou  the  I'ribilof  Islands.  As  .soon  as  it  became  known 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1890  that  only  about  21,<M(0  skins  had 
been  taken  that  year  ou  the  Pribilof  Islamls,  the  price  of  skins  ros«^ 
rapidly  at  Victoria;  ami  reference  to  the  annexed  statement  will  show 
that  while  in  .June  we  had  bought  at  less  than  iJT  a  skin,  in  September 
of  the  same  year  we  pureha.sed  at  'tsll  a  skin,  these  September  \n\v- 
chases  having  been  made  at  iny  direction  imnu'diately  aftei'  the  receipt 
of  the  information  concerning  the  reduced  catch  on  the  Pribilof  I.slamls. 
Our  Northwest  Coast  purchases  of  1801  w<'re  made  in  open  imirket. 
The  still  highei'  prices  jiaid  in  that  year  were  directly  due  to  the  so- 
called  moduH  Vivendi  between  the  United  States  and  (Ireat  liritain, 
whereby  the  Pribilof  catch  was  reduced  to  7,5(10  skins,  and  sealing  in 
the  waters  of  IJeiing  Sea  entirely  iirohibited. 

Samuel  Ullmann. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  June,  18!)L'. 

[seal.J  (li;oK«iE  KissiNOEr,  Jr., 

N^otarjf  Vublk,  City  and  County  of  New  Y^nli,  JN'o.  f)9. 
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TESTIMONY. 


Muutli 


May .... 
August. 
Oc  tuber. 


May 

Jun<! 

StfpteinlM'r 

0<:t<ibur 


1©87. 


Xuuiher  I 

ul'  Heal    I 

MkiUH    I 

]'■■■''      I 
cliaNt!i1. 


7:10 
4.700 


1«H8. 


Total 


AviTngo 

prii't; 
piti'Hkiii. 


$;. 

.910.00 

$.').  ;i5 

2U.'> 

ou 

5. 17 

27 

,  i:w 

*"l 

5.70 

1H89. 


April ... 
May.... 

June 

July 

1(0.. 

Do.. 
August. 


.'■.2!)  I 
1,902  i 

2:i;i 

l»8 

078 

24 

1,137 


$3, 2:10.  on 

13,  022.  20 
1,440.25 
1,060.75 
4, 860.  05 
1,50.80 
7, 159. 00 


$0.12 
0.62 
6.18 
7.61 
7.17 
0.28 
6.29 


i  Au<;iiHt. 
October. 


l«Hn— Continued. 


Month. 


May 

June 

Do 

Septfuiber. 

l)n 

Oetolier 

Do 

Do 


May. 


July. 


Do. 


Number 

of  Heal 

HkiuH 

pur- 

eluiHed. 


'  Averaiic 
Total  priee.  prite  per 
I     Hkiii. 


499       $3,  ,".(17.  75 
U3U         4, 882.  ,50 


$7.  (13 


IftOO. 


2,210 
013 

435 
2.018 
2, 152 
1,828 
2,615 
1,360 


20. 965.  ,50 
5, 332.  50 
3.03l.5>l 
28,  706.  (10 
23. 672.  (M» 
20, 005.  80 
30.  358.  !H) 
16, 254.  25 


9.48 
8.  6!) 
0.  !.7 
10.  !.8 
11.(10 
11.27 
11.60 
11.16 


1S01. 


,487 

20 

105 


22.  232. 00 

312.00 

1,  715.  00 


14.  95 
12.00 
16. 33 


Jos.  Ullmann. 

Stateineut  referred  to  in  anuexed  affidavit  of  Samuel  Ullmann. 

George  Kissinger,  Jr., 

Notary  I'ublic. 


Deposition  of  Elkan  Wassermann,  furrier,  San  Francisco. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  of  California, 

City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  ss: 

Elkan  Wasserniann,  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  T  am 

53  years  of  age.     I  reside  in  San  Francisco.    My  occupation  is  that  of 

a  merchant.    I  have  been   engaged  in  buying  furs  for  the  last  thirty 

years.    I  have  examined  and  bought  a  great  number 

Experience.  of  scal-fur  skius  duriiig  that  time.     Some  were  skins 

taken  by  hunters  oft"  the  coast  of  California,  and  others 

from  the  coasts  of  British  Columbia,  Alaska,  and  Japan;  and  I  have 

also  bought  skins  from  other  dealers.     Some  were  shot  and  some  were 

speiired.     1  have  often  conversed  with  the  hunters  relative  to  the  jx'r- 

centage  of  the  loss  of  seals  to  those  taken,  and  some 

Waste  of  life.  tcll  iiH'  they  gct  1  out  of  5  or  6.     From  my  knowl- 

"*"""    etlge  of  the  sealing  business  I  am  satisfied  that  the 

seals  will  be  entirely  exterminated  unless  protected 

from  the  indiscriminate  pursuit  in  the  waters  that  has  been  going  on 

for  the  last  few  years. 

E.  Wassermann. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  April,  A.  I).  1892, 
[seal.]  Clement  Bennett, 

Notary  Public. 


Protection 
Bary 


k.'  'i'1 
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KxptTicnic. 


Deposition  of  William  Wiepcrt,  superintentlent  for  Asch  ik  Jaeclcel,  fur- 
riers, Xeir  York. 

general  sealskin  industry. 

State  of  New  York, 

City  tmd  County  of  Xeii-  York,  ss: 

William  Wiepert,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  I  jun  47  years  of  ajje,  a 
citi/cn  of  tlie  United  States,  and  a  resident  of  tlie  city  of  Brooklyn, 
State  of  New  York.  I  am,  and  liave  been  for  the  last  six  years,  the 
superintendent  of  the  niaiiufa<'turin<»'  departnuint  of 
tin?  house  of  Aseh  «S:  Jae<'kel,  whieh  <'arries  on  a  j»en- 
eral  wholesale  fur  business  in  the  v-ity  of  Xew  York,  and  between 
the  years  of  1880  and  1880  I  was  the  foreman  of  this  establish- 
ment. Prior  to  1880  I  had  already  handled  large  numbers  of  fur- 
seal  skins,  and  since  the  time  when  1  entered  the  emjdoy  of  Aseh  «& 
.Taeekcl  I  believe  I  hsive  handled,  assorted,  and  <'lnsrly  inspected  at 
least  1(K>,()00  dressed  and  dyed  fur  seal  skins.  During  the  past  two 
years  I  have  handled  'i-rge  numbers  of  northwest  coast  skins  (/.  <:, 
skins  of  animals  taken  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  or  in  Re- 
ring  Sea).  I  haveassorted  all  of  them,  and  in  doing  so  „, /,'^',Vv VHi.'ai.s  '^ * '  '' 
have  specially  noticed  the  fact  that  a  very  large  i)ro- 
portiou  were  skins  of  female  animals.  To  determine  this  fact  in  the 
case  of  dressed  skins  I  see  whether  there  are  any  t<'at  lioles.  I  never 
call  a  skin  a  female  skin  unless  I  can  lind  two  such  holes  on  eitlu'r  side. 
These  holes  can  be  easily  distinguished  from  bullet  or  buckshot  holes, 
of  which  there  are  generally  a  great  number  in  noi  thwest-coast  skins. 
In  tlie  case  of  a  shot  hole  it  is  always  evident  that  the 
surrounding  fur  has  been  abruptly  cut  off,  while  around  ,|„',"i"''^  '"""  ''"""'' 
the  edge  of  a  teat  hole  the  fur  gradually  shortens  as  it 
reaches  the  edge  and  naturally  c«'ases  to  gr(»w  at  the  edge. 

I  have  just  looked  over  an  original  case  of  ninety 
dressed  and  dyed  northwest-c<»ast  fur  seal  skins,  which   ,„,^,;";'''  '""'•'"'*  '"^ 
have  been  lately  received  from  London,  an<l  were  still 
under  seals  placed  on  them  in  Lond()n.     1  found  that  of  these  ninety 
skins  nine  only  were  those  of  male  animals. 

William  Wiepert. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  2lid  day  of  June,  18!)2. 

[SEAL.]  FrEDEUIUK  C.  SOIIMIDT, 

Xotary  Vubliv,  Xew  York  County. 
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Deposition  of  C.  A.  ^Villia^^^s,  head  of  the  firm  of  C.  A.  Williams  tfc  Co. 
and  member  of  the  Alaska  Cnmmereial  Company. 

pelagic  sealing. 

District  of  Columbia, 

City  of  Washington,  ss: 

V.  A.  Williams,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  the  city 
of  New  London,  in  the  State  ot  Connecticut,  and  is  (hi 
years  of  age. 

First.  That  he  was  a  member  of  the  Arm  of  Wil- 
liams &  Haven,  whose  business  has  of  late  been  carried 
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Oil  liy  liiiii  undci' tlh' rniiMiatneot'C.  A.  Williams  &  Co.;  that  said  firiiis 
have  Imm'ii  ami  the  lattiT  still  is  ciifjaf^cd  in  the  whaliiij''  anW  seal  liuiit- 
iiijf  hiisiiK'ss,  aixl  prior  to  the  forMiation  of  sai<l  tiriii  of  VVilliains  & 
Haven,  upwards  of  forty  years  ajjo,  the  same  business  was  eai  ried  on 
by  deponent's  father  and  jifrandfatlier,  from  the  bej;inniii<;'  of  this  een 
tury.  That  during  the  tinu'  said  business  has  been  in  dej)oiu!nt's  hands 
he  has  <'mployed  ui>wardsof  twenty  Hve  vessels  in  the  sealing  business 
and  has  had  as  many  as  eight  or  ten  vessels  at  one  time  engaged  in 

that   business.    That  deponent's  vessels  have  taken 
"'  seals  d'  ring  the  last  forty  years  from  the  North  Paeitic, 

('a|»e  of  Good  Hope,  Cape  Horn,  South  Slietlan<l 
Islands,  South  Georgia,  Crozetts,  Desolation  Islands,  Sandwieh  Land, 
and  Gough  Island.  Tlmt  innnediately  after  the  eession  of  Hussian 
America  to  the  I'nited  States,  deponent  dispatehed  the  American  bark 
iV>"// to  the  IJering  Sea  from  Honolulu  (where  deponent  at  that  time 
had  for  some  years  been  residing),  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the 
possibilities  of  seal  fishing  in  that  locality.     That  about  the  year  1S7() 

deponent  was  associate*!  with  sev<'ral  other  gentlemen 
k»^'3l'.'rli"i'  rii'n-  '"  forming  the  Alaska  Gommen-ial  Company,  which 
p'tiiy.  com])any  obtaine<l,in  the  year  187(>,  a  lease  from  the 

Cnited  States  Government  for  a  period  of  twenty  years 
of  the  right  to  take  seals  on  the  Pribihtf  Islands,  in  the  lieiing  Sea; 
those  islands  consisting  of  islands  St.  Paul,  St.  George,  an<l  Walrus 
Island.  At  the  «'xpiration  of  the  said  lease,  in  18!>(),  the  United  States 
Government  iuvite<l  bids  for  a  lease  for  a  second  i)eriod  of  twenty 
years,  and  a  lease  was  given  to  the  North  American  Commercial  Com 
))any,and  in  this  company  deponent  has  never  had  any  interest.  That 
during  the  whole  of  the  period  which  deponent  has  been  engaged  in 
this  business  it  has  had  his  close  attention.  I)ei)onent  has  talked  at 
great  h'ligth  with  the  captains  of  his  various  ships,  most  of  whom  are 
now  no  longer  living,  and  with  ottiee*  of  the  Alaska  Commentia!  Com- 
pany; he  has  also  inspected  nuiny  thousands  of  skins  of  seals  <;aught  by 
liis  vessels,  and  has  also  seen  many  thousands  of  skins  in  the  ware- 
Inmsi's  of  C.  M.  Lampson  »S:  Co.,  in  London.  The  inembei's  of  that 
firm  at  the  present  time  are  Sir  (Jeorge  Lampstm,  Kmil  Teiclnnan,  Nor- 
man Lampson,  and  Alfred  Fraser.  The  firm  of  C.  M.  Lampson  ^S:  Co. 
receive,  handle,  and  sell  a  very  nuich  larger  number  of  seal  skins  than 
all  the  other  houses  in  the  world  together.  The  whole  catch  of  the 
Alaska  Commercial  ('(Mui>any  was  annually  consigned  to  that  firm  for 

sale  at  public  auction  in  the  city  of  London,  and  mu(!h 
conS"'"  .Vi.'™  the  larger  proportion  of  all  the  (»ther  catches  that  have 
or  i'ni(ii..t  iiiid  liiiH-  been  nnide  by  deponent's  vessels  in  other  parts  of  the 

wor'd  have  likewise  been  consigned  to  them;  and  tln^ 
■  present  lessees  of  the  Pribilof  Ishuids,  deponentundcr- 
stands,  still  consign  their  catches  to  them,  as  do  the  Hussian  S«'al 
Skin  Comi)any,  who  are  the  lessees  of  the  Hussian  Islands  in  the  Bering 
Sea,  known  as  the  Connnander  Islands. 

Second.  Deixtnent's  views  as  to  the  history  of  the 

scaling  business  down  to  the  year   IS.ST  are  best  set 

forth  in  a  statement  prepared  by  him  personally,  and 

subnnttcd  to  a  connnittee  of  C<mgress  ou  merchant 

nuirine,  hereto  annexed  and  marked  A.  Before  sub- 
mitting that  statement  to  the  connnittee,  deponent  submitted  it  t<»  the 
firm  of  C.  M.  Lampson  .S:  Co.,  of  London,  who  have  been  his  correspond- 
ents, and  in  reply  received  from  them  a  letter,  the  original  of  which 
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deponent  now  lias,  and  a  cojty  of  wliicli  is  hereto  annexed  and  marked 
B.  Deponent  thinks  no  nu)diti(-ation  of  the  statements  maiU^  in  those 
two  commnnieations  is  necessary  in  the  li}>ht  of  subseqnent  evi'nts,  ex- 
<('|)tin}j;ii"  respect  tothe  prediction  of  the  Hussiaiianthoiitiestimt  incon- 
se<|uen<'e  of  tlie  reckless  and  indiscriminate  killing  of  seals  by  the  Ameri- 
cans, the  I'ribilof  herd  wonld  emigrate  to  the  Knssian  Islamls.  That 
predi(!tion  has  not  been  verified.  There  is  no  intt-rmingling  of  the  herds, 
and  the  skins  (tf  the  two  herds  of  the  I'ribilof  and 
Comiiiander  ls]an<ls  amy  be  so  readily  distingnishe<l     .AinHkan  »iiii  uns 

••  1       il         il     i  i.  Ill"'  111-       li       •'tinn  In  Ti  .s  do  not  in- 

ti'oin  each  other  that  an  expert  wonld  have  nodrticnlty  niniinnie. 

in  at  oiu-e  tlirowing  out  from  the  catch  taken  on  the 

Commander  Islands  any   skins  of  the   Pribilof  herd,  and  via'  I'rrsn; 

and  dejutnant  nnderstands  from  persons  who  have  had 

hiiig  experience  in  the  examination  of  the  living  ani- 

nnds  fhat  the  two  herds  so  difler  as  to  belong  to  sepa-  "''''• 

rate  spe<'ies  of  the  sam«'  genns,  and  can  readily  be  distingnisheu  from 

each  other. 

Tliiid.  Deponent  fnrther  says  that,  commercially  speaking,  the  seal 
skins  now  coming  npon  the  markets  of  the  wfU'ld  aie 
obtained  piin«'ipally  from  three  catches,  known  as  the      ivsmt  somcos  of 
(■oi)l)er,  the  Alaska,  and  the  Northwest  eat<'hes.     The   ''''nVpri  skins. 
tirst  inclndes  the  skins  taken  by  the  Ivnssian  Sealskin 
('(uniKiny  from  the  islands  of  Copper  and  llering,  known  as  the  Com- 
mander Islands;  also  from  Kobben  Island  in  the  Ohkotsk  Sea.     The 
Ivobbeu  Island  skins  differ  from  those  of  the  Com- 
mander Islands.    The  Alaska  cat<li  inclndes  the  seals      '^'"'"^"  ''^''"'■ 
killed  np(ni  the  I'ribilof  Islands  by  the  lessees  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  Northwest  catch  inclndes  the  seals  canght  in 
the  open  Pacihc  and  Uering  Sea,  exclusively,  by  what 
are  known  as  poaching  vessels,  and  are  distingnished  from  the  Alaska 
catch  by  the  fact  that  they  are  all  pierced  by  bnllet,  buckshot,  or  spear, 
and  are  abnost  all  fenmles;  and  the  skins  of  these  three  catches,  as 
deponent  has  before  stated,  are  readily  distingnishable  from  each  other 
and  are  well  recognized  in  the  trade  as  distinguishable  from  each  other 
and  the  dirterences  l)etween  are  clearly  evidenced  in  the  <litferent  prices 
which  have  always  been  obtained  for  the  seal  skinsof  the  three  catches; 
for  instance,  the  skins  of  the  Alaska  catch  now  com- 
mand and  liave  always  conunanded  by  20  or  .30  per  Ai"ska  skins"''    "' 
cent  a  better  price  than  skins  of  the  same  size  from  the 
Copper  catch;  and  ihis  difference  is  also  recognize<l  by  the  liussian 
(lovernment,  who  lease  the  privilege  of  catching  npon  the  (Jommandei' 
Islands  njion  terms  2.")  ]ter  cent  less  than  the  t«'rm»  exacted  by  the 
United  States  for  the  h'ase  catch  njion  the  Pribihif  Islands. 

Fourth.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch 
are  almost  entirely  the  skins  of  fenmles.  That  the 
skins  of  nudes  and  the  skins  of  females  may  be  as  ,,,oM\y\\^uu!\vJ'''*^'^' 
readily  distingnished  from  each  other  as  the  skins  of 
the  different  sexes  of  any  other  animals,  when  seen  before  being  dyed 
and  dressed,  and  that  the  reas()n  why  the  skins  of  this 
catch  are  alnu>st  exclusively  fenmles  is  that  the  male 
seal  is  much  more  active  and  much  more  able  to  escape  from  the  b(»ats 
engaged  in  this  manner  of  hunting  than  the  female  seal,  and  that  a 
large  number  of  the  fenmle  seals  included  in  the  Northwest  catch  are 
of  aninnils  heavy  with  young.  A  large  nund>er  of  females  are  also 
canght  on  their  way  from  and  to  the  I'ribilof  Islands  and  their  feeding 
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pounds  before  and  after  tbe  delivery  of  tlieir  younfj  on  tlioso  isLinds. 

Deponent  is  of  tlie  opinion  tliat  in  addition  to  tlie  seals 

WiiHi.r.t  life.  actually  eau{>lit  •>  very  large  nund>er  are  killed  and  not 

eauglit;  and  lie  bases  this  opinion  ui)onthe  declaration  to  liini  of  large 

numbers  of  persons  engaged  in  i)elagie  sealing.     He  is  not  able  to 

state  accurately  what  that  proportion  is,  but  eonsidei's  that  two  fifths 

would  be  a  very  conservative  estinnite;  that  is,  of  the 
oi  >  i.cr.pii   OH.  j^^j^.^i  i,„,„\„.,.  kiijci  three  fifths  are  secured  and  two- 
fifths  lost.    The  method  of  sealing  by  the  poaching  vessels,  that  is,  of 
shooting  the  seal  from  boats  and  catching  them  in  the  oi)en  water  and 

then  salting  them  down  on  the  vessels,  affords  annthei- 
lo/N^Hniiv^^^^^^^^^^^  explanation"  of  the  ditt'erem;e  in  the  ju-'ces  obtained  for 

the  skins  of  the  Northwest  and  the  other  catches. 
That  is,  nearly  all  of  the  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  are  in  the  fiist 
place  marked  with  bullet  or  buckshot  boles,  and,  in  the  second  phice, 
the  curing  being  done  on  the  vessels,  where  there  are  no  projier  facili- 
ties for  such  curing,  the  skins  are  inferior  to  those  cured  on  the  islands, 
where  such  facilities  exist. 

Fifth.  Deponent,  by  reason  of  his  expei'ience  in  the  business,  his  ob- 
servation, conversations  with  those  jdiysically  engaged  in  catching  and 
curing  skins,  and  the  custody  of  herds  ()n  the  islands,  fe<'ls  justified  in 
expressing  the  oi)inion  that  the  nmnbei's  of  the  seal  herds  liave,  since 
,.     ,       the  introdu<'tion  of  the  open-sea  sealing  on  a  larg«' 

Dccicaso  ot  Seals.  .  j,.  ,  .  t       •         i-  mi        i   -ii-  i- i 

scale,  suHered  serious  dinnnution.  The  kuhng  of  large 
numbers  of  females  heavy  with  young  can  not,  in  <Ie])onent's  knowledge, 
but  h.ave  that  eti'ect;  and  the  killing  of  lenndes  slnutly  after  the  delivery 
of  their  yoting  can  n<>tbut  have  the  effect  of  causing  the  <leath  of  their 
offspring  through  lack  of  nourishment;  and  deponent  is  of  the  opinion 
that  if  no  restriittion  be  imposed  upon  such  indisciinu 
nate  killing  as  has  been  going  on  in  Bering  Sea  and 
the  XiU'th  J'acific  since  the  year  1885  by  the  poachers, 
the  sealing  industries  of  the  North  Pacific  Avill  follow  the  course  of 
those  industries  that  formerly  existe<l  in  the  southern  seas;  and  that 
there  is  only  a  measurable  tinu>,  say  at  the  outside  five  years,  when,  if 
the  present  condition  of  things  continues,  the  seals  of  Bering  Sea  will 
be  as  extinct  as  the  seals  of  south  sea  islaiids. 
Deponent  says  that  the  most  comi)lete  protection  to  the  hei-ds  w^ould  be 
the  absolute  prohibition  of  open-sea  hunting;  but  that 
it  may  be  suffi<'ient  i)rotectiou  tor  the  herds  in  the 
North  Pacific  if  a  close  season  can  be  arrange<l  for  all 
the  seal  north  of  the  fiftieth  parallel,  north  latitude,  and 
west  of  the  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  degree  of  west 
h)ngitude  from  the  Ist  day  of  May  to  the  1st  day  of 
Novendier.  Deponent  regards  it  as  important  that  the  seal  herd  should 
be  protected  as  above  indicated  in  the  North  Pacific,  as  otherwise  they 
will  be  externiimited,  even  if  sealing  be  pndiibited  in  the  Bering- 
Sea. 
Sixth.  Deponent  further  says  that  the  number  of  i)ersons  who  are 
,  .  engaged  in  the  handling,  dressing,  and  dveing  of  seal 
iii.iii.iii.>itnnr(in«i  skius  lu  Great  Britain  is  about  2,001),  nniny  of  wlion 
Mniimiaii.itiii  rnit.Mi  are  cx pert  workmen  and  receive  higli  wages;  and  lin^ 
n»uid>er  in  the  Tnited  States  is  about  .'JOO.  The  num- 
ber of  persons  engaged  upon  the  poaching  vessels  is  about  10  to  each 
vess<'l,  an<l  a  considerable  number  of  the  persons  engaged  upon  tlie 
Canadian  sealers  ai'e  American  citizens. 


I'nitcction 

sary. 


Almiiliite  proliibi 
lion  the  best  protec 
tiuii. 


Clo.sf  Hfiasoii  witli  a 
zone  UHiv  .HnlHcc. 


'-'';i 


SEALSKIN'    IMMSTUV    IN    IINITKI)    STATES. 


r)30 


Tlioamoimt  of  rovenne  dcMivod  bv  t\w  Uu'\UhI  Stiit<'s  from  tlu»  Alaska 
ratrli  (ran  be  estiiuatcd  from  tlui  followiimfiuiire.s.  ran'-      ,.  ,    .     ,, 

(iilly  compiled  by  (U'lKiiient,  from  l.S<2  t(»  1HS(,  hh'Iii-   i  .iii..i  st,.i.H   ii..m 

Tlie  total  iminber  of  skins  dressed  and  dyed  in  liondon  ai'd  sliippcd 
to  tlie  I'nitcd  States  dnrinj;  those  sixteen  years,  was  ^^.^^^  ,,,,,.,^,.,,  ,„„, 
f<L'r),0(M».  The  valne  of  the  same  wasi;.'{,iir)3,(>41,  whii-h  .iv..i  in  i.nii.i..ii  ai.-i 
ate.\ehan<ie  of  >«4.S()  would  produce  wl.V)l.S.!H(J;  the  ;;';;,';,'.';;'  *"  '  """' 
duty  upon  which  at  UO  per  cent  ad  valorem  would  be 
.*;i,lL';5,78.'i.  The  averajt*'  <luty  per  annum  is  !5!l!»r>,2;{r..  Tlu'  av»'ra},'e 
rental  received  by  the  (lovernment  and  tax  diirinj;"  these  years  from 
the  Alaska  CommerciaM'otnpany  was  f317,.")0(),  makinji'  a  total  aver- 
ajic  to  the  I'nited  States  from  the  Alaska  seal  skins  of  •*r)12,7;i«J;  and 
th.e  total  (lurinji-  the  sixteen  years  above  noted  of  !jS.li(K{,77«i,  all  of 
which,  as  (lepom-nt  believes,  will  be  lost  to  the  I  uited  States  in  the 
future  if  the  destruction  is  not  i)rohibit<'d.  I  )eponent  believes  and  says 
that  if  unrestricted  iielajjie  sealiuy  be  allowed  to  con-  ,.  ,.  .. 
tmue  throughout  the  wiiohr  ot  IJennji'  Sea,  not  only  »iii<i..i  piiiijiir  s.ui- 
will  the  I'nited  States  (lovernment  soon  be  deiu'ived  ""-'■ 
of  a  considerable  annual  revenue,  and  ()ver  L',()(M)  Enjilish  workmen  of 
skilled  emi>loynu'nt,  of  which  they  now  have  a  pra<rtical  monoi>oly.  but 
a  portion  of  tlie  civilized  world  M'ill  hereaft<'r  be  deprived  of  a  useful 
and  valuable  fiir-bearin^' animal;  and  a  j'reat  and  irr<'i»aral)le  injury 
will  thus  be  done  to  variiais  lej^itimate  industries  which  have  been  built 
up  by  the  authorized  lesst-es  of  Russia  and  the  United  States  and  the 
firm  of  C  M.  Laiiipson  &  (Jo.,  which  iiidustri»'s  are  coiiliiu'd  U\  one  lo- 
<'ality  and  which  if  fostered  imanise  to  continue  in  existence  for  an  iii- 
detiiiite  lenji'th  of  time;  while  in  r»?turn  for  such  injury  there  will  be 
only  a  eomi»arativ<'ly  slight  benefit  of  a  few  years' duration  to  a  <!oiii- 
paratively  small  niimlM'r  of  men. 

The  deponent  resided  in  the  Hawaiian  fslands  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years  diiriufi' the  time  bis  firm  was  eii}«ay<'d  ill  \vlialiiij>' 
and  sealing  as  above  stated;  duriii}*'  that  time  he  was  "  '"'" "'" 
brought  in  contact  with  many  masters  of  vessels  and  other  seafaring 
UH'ii,  who  made  fre<|ueiit  voyages  between  the  Hawaiian  Islands  ami 
JMiget  Sound,  and  he  learned  from  them  that  during  the  months  of  No- 
vember and  December  they  occasionally  enc(mntere<l  schools  or  "  po<ls" 
of  seals  moving  from  north  towanls  the  lower  coast  of  California;  he 
himself  in  one  of  his  voyages  in  the  month  of  November  saw  such 
"pods;"  and  from  tlies*'  facts  and  his  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the 
seals  which  fVequeut  and  have  their  home  on  the  I'ribilof  Islands,  he  is 
satisfied  that  the  herd  of  sai<l  islands  confine  their  migration  to  the 
waters  of  the  American  side  of  the  ocean,  and  that  when  they  leave 
the  islands  they  go  through  the  i)asses  of  the  Aleutian  Islands  to  the 
coast  of  southern  California  and  thence  along  uj)  the  t'oast  again  to  the 
I'ribilof  Islands. 

The  de])ouent  was  for  more  than  ten  years  previous  to  the  sale  and 
transfer  of  Alaska  to  the  Cnited  States  engaged  in  whale  fishing  in 
the  North  Pacific  and  Arctic  Oceans,  enii)loying  «|iiite  a  niiinber  of 
Vi'ssels  i'acli  vear  in  that  business;  that  these  vessels  ^  ,.  ..,.,, 
were  permitted  by  the  Kussian  (loveriiment  to  freely  i.y  itussia  in  iiniiifr 
enter  and  pass  through  lieriiig  Sea  in  pursuit  of  ^''" '"'""'  "*""• 
whales,  but  it  was  known  to  the  masters  of  the  depimeiit's  vessels  that 
the  Kussian  (iiovernment  did  not  jtermit  the  taking  of  seals  in  any  of 
the  waters  of  Ueriiig  Sea,  and  the  deponent  was  informed  by  tlie 
masters  of  his  vessels  and  by  others  who  resorted  to  Bering  Sea  diir- 
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in^  the  Tiiissinii  occii|tiition  ol'  Ahiska  tliiit  no  tiikiiig  of  seals  in  tlio 

\vat«'rs  of  said  soa  was  att«'nii)t<'(l  or  iM'rniittrd. 
A  8tat«'inent  is  attarhcd  iM'icro,  incparcd  by  di'iMUUMit.  yivin<i'  his  csti- 
i':Miitiiiii....tieiimit«  mate  of  tli«  nnnibcr  of  fcniaic  seals  ivilied  l)y  pelayie- 

hvmL  '?ii  'pair 'I    ••""tinjf  in  tlie  past  t\v«'nty one  years. 

Subsei'ibed  and  sworn  to  before  ine,  a  notary  laiblie  in  and  for  tlie 
Distriet  of  Columbia,  tliis  2d  day  of  April,  l.SJ)L». 
[L.  S.J  Jnu.  .1.  Cook, 

Notary  J'uhliv. 

Exhibit  A. 

Statements  and  statistics  relative  to  the  fur-seal  fishery. 

[Siiliiiiittt'il  tu  committee  of  ConKmax  on  iiiornliimt  marine  iinil  HHlii-rit's,  1HHK.] 

Examination  of  tlie  earliest  records  <)f  tlu'  fur-seal  fishery  shows  that 

from  the  date  of  in«an's  reeojjnition  of  tin'  value  of  the 

fufsrHi'.''''''''''*"'^'''''  fur  the  iMirsuit  of  the  animal  bearinj-   it  has  been  un- 

eeasiiif?  and  relentless.      Save  in  the  few  instanees  to 

be  noted  hereafter,  where  jfovernments  have  interi)osed  forthe  i»nrpose 

of  |>rot«'((iiig  seal  life,  havinjj  in  view  benefits  to  accrue  in  the  future, 

the  animal  has  been  wantonly  slaufi'litered  witii  no  re- 

Hian'ui'iter!' '"'""*"  ^''"'^  ^***'  '^^*^'  ''^^■■^'  ^^  conditi()n.     The  mature  male,  tlie 

female  heavy  with  younj>',  the  puj),  deju-ndent  for  life  on 

the  mother,  each  and  all  have  been  in<liscriminately  killed  or  left  to 

die  of  want.    This  cruel  and  useless  butchery  has  residted  in  complete 

exti'rmination  of  the  fur-seal  from  localities  which  wen^  once  frequented 

by  millions  of  the  spe<'ies;  an<l,  so  far  as  these  localities  are  concerjied, 

has  obliterated  an  industry  which  a  little  more  eidijihtened  selfishness 

might  have  preserved  in  perju'tuity  to  the  great  benefit  of  all  ranks  of 

civilized   society.     Nothing  less  than  stringent  laws, 

trnmrnt  n"l'.8»ary?^    ^^^^^^  ^^''"  l»<>wer  t<»  cufon-c  tlicui  agaiust  all  violators, 

can  preserve  for  man's  benefit  the  remnant  of  a  race 

of  animals  so  interesting  and  so  useful. 

The  most  valiuible  "rookery "  or  breeding  ]dace  of  these  animals 

^     ,    ,,    ever  known  to  man  is  m»w  in  the  possession  of  the 

lln'  most  valualile     ,.•.,.,,.  ,,  •-.  ,  ,  '        ,     ,.       .       ,. 

rooivirv  iH  in  imismis-    I  Ditcd  States.     How  it  has  been  cared  tor  in  former 
statJ."  "'"     "'"'*'  yt'iii-^,  and  brought  to  its  present  state  of  value  of 

itsprtsiivationthe  uscfulucss,  will  be  showii  hUcr  <)n.     Hut  the  matter 
question.  of  its  preservation  and  perp«'tuatiou  intact  is  the  im- 

jiortant  (piestion  of  the  moment,  and  that  this  (|uestion  may  be  consid- 
ered intelligentlv  the  evidence  is  here  pr<'sented  of  the 
hmts""'"'""""""'""^  wanton  destruction  that  has  befallen  these  animals 
-when  left  unprotected  by  the  law  to  man's  greed  and 
selfishness,  which,  it  is  fair  to  say,  is  all  that  could  be  exp<'cted  from 
the  unlicense<l  hunter,  whose  nature  seeks  individual  anil  immediate 
gain,  with  no  regard  for  a  future  in  Avhicli  he  has  no  assurance  of  per- 
sona! advantage. 

The  foUowing  statistics  are  gath«red  from  the  .journals  of  early  navi- 
gators, and  such  commercial  records  as  are  now  available  are  sub- 
mitted: 

kkrgukm:n  land. 

An  island  in  southern  Indian  Ocean  (liscovered  about  1772.    The 

shores  of  this  island  were  teeming  with  fur-seal  when 

Kergueieu  Lami.      ^^  ^^^^  becaiuc  kuowu.    IJctwceu  the  datc  of  its  dis- 


covery  niul  tlie  year  I-SOO  ovrr  1,L'(K>,0(M>  seal  skins  wt'ic  tiikeii  hy  tlio 
liriti.sli  vessels  troiii  the  island,  iiiid  seal  lite  tlier<'oii  was  exterminated. 
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TIm'  ('rozett  Islands,  in  same  ocean  and  Tint  far  distanf,  were  also 
visited  and   hunted  over  and  the  seal  life  there  vas 
totallv  exhausted. 


An  island  in  southern   Paeilie  Oci'aii,  latitude  .".S"  IS' S..  Ion;^itnde 
HtP  M'  W,,  <'am(^  next  in  order  of  diseoveiv,  and  fioni      ,,     ..       ,  ,    . 
Its  .shores  in  a  lew  yrars  were  ;;'atii«'red  and  shi|>pi'(| 
1,L'(MMMM>  fiir  seal  skins. 

I)elan<»,  «'ha|»ter  17.  pa;;*' .'{<»(>,  says  of  Masafiicro:  ••When  the  .Vmcri 
eatis  came  to  this  ]>Iacc  in  17!)7  and  I>c<;'aii  to  make  a  hasiucss  of  kiliin;;' 

seals  there  is  no  doubt  hut  there  were  1'.()I)1MKM»  or  .'{.(MMMMH)  of  tin mi 

the  island.  I  have  made  an  estimate  of  more  than  :i.tM)(l.(MM>  that  have 
been  carried  to  Canton  from  thence  in  the  space  of  .seven  yeais.  I  liave 
cairie<l  more  than  1(M),(MH>  myself  and  have  i>een  at  the  place  when  there 
were  tlu'  pet>ple  of  fourteen  ships  or  vess«'ls  on  the  island  at  one  time 
killin<i  seals." 

SOUTH    SIIKIT.ANDS. 


r: 


In   1821-'2.*{  the  South  Shetland   Islan<ls,  a  ji'roiip  nearly  south   from 
Cape  Horn,  b«'<'ame  known  to  tin*  seal-hunters,  and  in 
two  years  over  .'{lMMMM)  .seals  were  killed  and  their  skins   ,.,JJ;;|^"'  «•''•""'"'  '■• 
Hliii>i)ed  from  these  i.slaiids. 


SOUTH    OKOUCIA. 

Later  still  seal  were  found  on  the  island  of  South  (leoryia.  South 
Atlantic  Ocean,  and  from  this  locality  was  obtaiiu'd 
over  1,(K)0,(KH)  of  fur-seal,  leaviu}?  the  beaches  bare  of  j^*',""'  <;'""«'"  '«• 
seal  life. 

CAi'E  noux. 

From  the  coasts  of  South  America  and  about  Cape  Horn  many  thou- 
sands of  fur-seal  have  beeu  taken,  and  of  the  life  once 
so  prcditic  there  nothing'  is  now  left  save  such  remnants      "''" 
of  former  henls  as  shelter  on  rocks  and  inlets  almost  inaccessible  to  the 
most  dariiifjf  hunter. 

This  record  shows  the  nearly  comidete  destruction  of  these  valuable 
animals  in  scuithern  seas.  Projierly  juotected,  Kerjiuelan  Land,  Mas- 
fuero,  the  Shetlands,  and  South  (leorjiia  miyht  have  been  hives  of 
indu.stry,  iiroduciuf''  vast  wealth,  trainiii<;°  schools  for  hardy  seamen, 
and  furnishiiifi'emjdoyment  for  tens  of  thousands  in  the  worhl's  markets 
where  skins  are  dressed,  prepared,  and  distributed.  IJut  the  Iocaliti<'s 
were  no  man's  land,  and  no  man  care(|  for  them  or  their  ]>roducts 
save  as  throuyh  destruction  they  could  be  transmitted  into  a  passinj; 
profit. 

The  skius  from  the  localities  nuMitioned  were  marketed  mainly  in 
China,  as  i'xchans'e  for  silks,  teas,  etc.:  a  )>o;tion  wtMit      ,,,,,. 
to  Europe,  and  ill  France  and  En;.;iaiid  were  manufac-   skins. 
tured  into  caps,  yloves,  and  other  small  artich's,  bein<>' 
simply  unhaired  and  dressed.    Their  comnu'rcial  value  in  China  was 
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ahoiit  'ff't  |K>r  skill  for  llrst  rliiss,  iiiitl  soiiictliiii};  l«'ss  in  Kiin)|M>.  nut 
l»«'liiiio,  cliaptci'  II.  \y,\'^t'  l'.>7.  says:  '' llaviiij;  ayi<M'<l  lor  a  IVciylit, 
raptaiti  Stuart  oi'<|cn'<l  liis  sliip  to  Canton;  li<>  sold  liis  car^o  of  seals, 
.•{H,tMM>,  lor  onl.v>«l«»,0(M».  so  rcdiici'd  was  the  prlccor  this  artici*'."  Tlicrc 
was  no  r<';;iilar  niaiki't  «>stal>lis|i<Ml  tor  tli<>ni,  and,  nndur  tlic  condi 
tions  of  tiM'ir  taUiii;>',  tlicn-  coiild  lie  iioiic;  for  at  one  tiiiii>  tln-rc  would 
ht>  a  vast  ovrrsiipply,  wliih'  at  anotlicr  skins  would  lie  nnattainaldc, 
and  always  the  assiiraiHT  tliat  liowovcr  plentiful  iniyiit  bi'  tla-  supply 
for  a  season  the  end  was  not  distant,  for  iittt^r  destrtirtion  was  tlic  rule 
of  eapture.  ami  no  reprodiK-tion  was  possible.  Capital  eould  not  under- 
take to  develop  siu-li  a  trade,  for  the  end  was  in  si}>-|it  from  the  l)e;;in- 
nin;-. 
In  LS72,  lifty  years  after  tlu' slanyliter  at  the  Shethind  Islands,  the 

loealities  before  mentioned  were  all  levisited  by 
.'iui'iH  "'*''  '"""""' '"    another  {generation  of  hunters,  and  in  the  sixteen  years 

that  have  elapsed  they  have  searched  every  la-aeh  and 
{{•leaned  from  every  roek  known  to  their  predj'eessors,  and  found  a  few 
seeliide<l  and  inhospitable  places  before  unknown,  ami  the  net  result 
o(  all  their  toil  and  dariii{>'  tor  the  years  scan^Jy  amounts  to  4o,0(in 
skins,  and  now  not  evj'ii  a  remnant  remains  save  on  the  ro<'ks  olV  the 
pitch  of  Cape  ll«)rii.  The  last  vessel  at  Soiitli  Shetlamls  this  year  of 
IScSS,  after  hnntin;;'  all  the  {•roup,  found  only  35  skins,  and  the  last 
at  K«'r{;uelan  bami  only  (Jl,  incliidin{i'  pii]>s.     So  in   wretched  waste 

and  waiibm  <lestruction  has  {>om'  out  forever  from  the 
s..Hi.s.xi..n.,Mmi..i.   j^„„j|„.,.„  seas  a  race  of  animals  useful  to  man,  and  a 

possible  industry  coniie<-ted  with  them,  and  it  is  plain  that  without  the 
aid  of  law  to  <>uide  and  contiol  no  other  r«'sult  could  hav»^  been  ex 
pected  or  attained. 

The  s»'al  lite  of  to  day  available  for  eommen'ial  purjioses  is  centered 
,.  in  three  localities: 
sii|mi).    i.oiiiM    Ih        (1)    i  he  liObos  Islamls,  situated  in  the  mouth  ot  the 
'"'"'"•  river  La  Plata,  owned  and  controlled  by  the  LIrii{;uay 

Ki'public  and  by  that  ( Jovernmeiit  leased  to  private  parties  tor  the  siiiii 
of  !!<(i,(l(K)  per  anniiin  and  scmie  stipulateil  cliar{5es.  The  annual  prod- 
uct in  skins  is  about  lli,0(K). 

The  skins  jire  of  rather  inferior  quality.  Insiitlicieiit  restrictions  are 
placed  upon  the  lessees  in  rejjard  to  the  number  of  skins  permitted  to 
l)e  taken  annually,  conse(piently  there  is  some  waste  of  life;  uevertlu^ 
less,  the  measure  of  protection  allowed  has  insured  the  preservation  of 
the  ''  rookery,''  and  will  continue  s(»  to  do. 

(2)  Kommandorski  Couplet,  which  consists  of  the  islands  of  (^»pper 
and  l>erin{i',  near  the  <',oast  of  Kam«;hatka,  in  that  por- 
'  tion  of  IJerinj;'  Sea  pertainin{>'  to  llussia.  These  islands 
yield  about  M>,(M)(>  skins  jier  annum  of  jiood  quality,  and 
are  {iuarded  by  carefully  vesti  "ctive  rules  as  to  the  killin{''  of  seal,  an 
alo{;ous  to  the  statutes  of  the  I'liited  States  relative  to  tlie  same  sub- 
ject. 

The  right  to  take  seals  upon  them  is  leased  by  the  Russian  (Jovcrn 
meiit    to    an   association   of  American    citizens,   who 
(H.vomnMMTt.VTi'ii'"  ids*)  hold  tlic  leasc  of  the  islands  belon{;in{''  to  tin- 
ki.  ('..iimieniui  ciin-   United  States,  and  are  thus  enabled  to  control  and 
''""'''  direct  the  business  in  fur-seal  skins  for  the  common 

advanta{;e  and  benetit  of  all  parties  in  interest.  These  islands  can 
hardly  be  said  to  have  been  -'wtnked"  at  all  for  s:dted  seal  skins 
prior  to  the  cession  of  Alaska  by  Jiussia  to  the  United  States,  and  tlie 
United  States  Government  now  profits  by  the  industry  to  the  extent 
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oftlir  Inty  of-O  per  cciir  «M>ll('(t»>t|  oit  tlir  ••dressed  skins"  returned  to 
this  eiMintry  tVom  tin-  Lididon  iiiiirket.  I''i»nn  IST.'J  t'»  1SS7,  inelusivi!, 
tiiis  refiiiii  iiiis  het'u  l-M,l-'7"»  ^kins. 

(.'{)  'I'lie  IMibilof  ;;ioiin  <^)nsists  of  llie  isliiiids  ol'  St.  I'aill  iind  St. 
(It'oiye,  :iiid  is  :i  (loveniint'nl  resei'Viitioii  in  tliiit  piirt  „  ., .,  .  ,  ,  , 
ot  ISeriii};-  Se;i  eeded  t<»  the  I  nited  Mutes  Ity  l»nssiii. 
to^ictiier  with  jiiivl  ii  pjirt  «)!'  Ahiskii.  S(i  e.\h:iMsli\e  ;in  :ieenMnt  ot' 
tliese  isliinds  :»nd  tiieii  seal  life  has  heeii  ;ii\i  ii  liy  Mr.  II.  \V.  i-illiott, 
.special  aj;'ent  of  Treasury  Depaitnient  in  ls7l,  and  sin«*e  intimately 
eoiineeted  witli  the  Siiiitlisoniiin  In  Uitiition,  which  account  has  l)ee!i 
made  a  part  of  Tenth  <'ensiis  Ikepoit.  iliat  it  would  lie  intrusive  her(^ 
to  attempt  to  supplenu'iit  au;;'ht,  and  therefore  only  ;;enei'ali/,at ions 
based  on  said  leport  and  such  statiinents  of  life  and  procedure  on  the 
islands  to-day  are  prestMited  as  may  i>e  pertinent  in  tills  connection. 

These  islands  ai-e  places  of  annual  resiort  for  the  larj^est  herd  n\'  fiii-- 
seal  the  world  has  ever  known,  and   the  only  one  of     s  ..c,ri     loi 

^ii'cat  importaneo  now  exist  in;;-.     After  most  careful  e\       '" " 

amiiiation,  .Mr.  Klliott  estimated  their  niiiiilicrs  at  over  l,.'ii)(),(M)0.  .\fter 
a  thoroii^'li  study  of,the  intluences  which  act  for  or  a^^ainst  the  iiicreas(> 
or  diminution  of  the  life  of  this  vast  body,  takinu  into  iieeouiit  the  kill 
in;;'  of  1(K),0(M>  annuidly  for  their  skins,  .Mr.  I'llliott  says:  ••  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  sayin<;  <piite  contidently  that  under  the  present  rules  and 
re^i'ulations  yoverniny  the  seiilin;;'  interest  on  lliese  islands,  the  im-rease 
or  the  diminution  of  the  lite  will  amount  to  nothin.u;  that  tlie  seals  will 
continue  for  all  time  alxmt  the  same  nundier  and  condition.'"  It  ;;'o<'s 
without  sayinjv  that  if  new  intluences  for  dcstruet'Mii  ai-e  brou;;ht  in, 
seal  life  would  be  diminished  in  proportion  to  the  elfcctiveiiess  of  said 
intluences. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  these  animals  are  all  I'liited  Statics  pioperty, 
and  havin;i  been  born  on  I'nited  Stales  soil  and  iH'aied 
in  Tnited  States  waters  in  the  twenty-oiu"  years  that  rni'i"!i's!',i,H'''  "'" 
hav«'  elapsed  since  the  cession  of  Alaska  by  Itussia, 
and  havin;;'  the  instinct  of  re^iulai'  return  to  their  home,  which  accords 
them  a  status  in  law,  tln'y  would  seem  to  be  entitled  to  tlie  protection 
of  their  (lovernment  while  they  are  in  the  acknowled;;-ed  boundari<'S 
of  their  country. 

The  ri»ht  to  take  1(H>,(HK)  seal  skins  annually  from  these  islands,  under 
certain  stii)nlated  restrictions, is  leased  by  the  (iovern  i,,.„s..  to  Aiaskn 
ment  of  tim  ITiiited  States  to  an  association  of  American  ''''ii""'''iiii  com. 
citizens  known  as  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company. 
The  company  pays  a  rental  of  .•?.">■■»,()()()  per  annum  and  ■'■"i"«"'<'- 
•*2.(52.]  i)er  .skin,  a  total  of  $.)17,.")(>0  per  annum,  for  this  ri;>lit.  They  are  also 
oblipited  to  a  certain  care  of  the  Aleuts  inhabitin;-'  the  islands  and  to 
a  i»aitial  i>rovision  for  their  needs,  both  mental  and  jihysical. 

They  pay  to  these  .Vleuts  40  cents  per  skin  or  !i<40,(K>i)  per  annum 
for  their  .services  in  taking  the  skins.     They  )ia\e  also 
biult  for  them  a  church  and  schoid  house,  and  maintain   „(^,'!lliv7.'^""'"''   ''"^' 
teachers  and  physicians  on  the  islands. 

At  tlu^  time  of  the  cession  of  Alaska  to  the  Cnitcsl  States  these  pei>i>Ie 
were  living  in  huts,  or  more  i)roperly  holes  in  the  ground, 
and  had  noainbitionsor  asiiirations  bevoi'd  supporting      '"'i'.'"^'''' '"'i"" 

±  •  I    i  '         III    till  1 1  SI'S 

their  daily  existence  in  a  painful  and  laiioiioas  way. 
Now  they  are  livingin  frame  houses  priuidcd  foithem  by  the  company, 
and  have  accumulated  savings,  invested  in  I'nited  States  bonds  in  San 
Francisco,  amoauting  on  August  i,  1887,  to  -iUljliiS.^S.     1 1  is  safe  to  say 
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tliat  ii(»  liihiniiiii'  iiicii  witliiii  tlic  boiindaiios  of  tlie  iriiitcil  States  aro 
bctlci'  |».ii<l  »»r  better  eiired  tor, 


Ast  t  tlic  III  iimei'  in  wliich  the   l(H),(Hr,>  seals,  wliicli  furnish  the 


('lassiil'  sials  killi'il. 


[Ul- 

iiiial  (|n<tta  of  skins,  are  taken,  Mr.  lOlliot  says:  "  IJy 

refcreiire  to  the  liabitsoftlie  fur-seal  it  is  phiiii  that  two- 
tliinls  of  all  the  males  that  are  boiii  (anil  they  are  equal  in  number  to 
tlie  females  born)  are  never  peviiiitted  by  the  remaiiiin}?  third,  stroiij»est 
iiy  natural  selection,  to  land  ui»on  the  same  j'round  with  the  females, 
wliieh  always  herd  tojiether  en  masse.  Therefore,  this  j»n'at  band  of 
bachelor  seals,  or  '  holliis  chiekie.'  is  compelled,  when  it  visits  land,  to 
live  apart  entirely,  miles  away  freipu'iitly,  from  the  bleeding  }»rouiids, 
and  in  this  admirably  perfect  manner  of  nature  are  tlio.se  .seals  which 
can  be  proj«erly  killed  without  injury  to  the  rookeries  .selected  and 
held  aside  so  that  the  natives  can  vi.sit  and  take  them,  as  they  would  so 
iii;iiiy  \u)}i>,  without  disturbing  in  the  sli<;lit<'st  dejiree  the  peace  and 
(piiet  of  the  breeding  f;roiinds  where  the  stock  is  perpetuated." 

In  this  connection  it  is  proiier  to  note  that  the  Company  are  not  al- 

!ow«'d  to  take  any  seal  in  the  water  nor  to  make  any  use 
irssns'"'""^  ""  ""    "*  Hrearms  in  their  <-apture.     And  it  will  at  once  be 

perceiveil  that  if  the  seal  in  llering  Sea  are  haias.sed 
and  ca'ptiired  bv  means  of  lirearms.  spears,  lU'  drag  nets  the  routine  of 


Dis  t  II  r  'ill  n  r  i'  «( 


Ills 


ill  III'. 
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lil.iliilri'  Isl  Mills. 


tlieir  lives  is  iiitertered  with,  their  habits  broken  up, 
females  with  young  killed,  aud  such  general  distiirl) 
ance  caused  that  tliose  not  slaughtered  will  seek  other 
hauling  places  and  the  I'liited  States  thus  lose  their  sole  sourc*'  of  iii- 
coiiie  from  Alaska,  as  well  as  the  control  they  now  enjoy  of  a  valuable 
trade,  and  the  iiii]n»verislieil  Aleuts,  who  liav<'  no  otlu'r  means  of  ga'ii 
opi'ii  to  them,  w.mid  b  'riiine  a  burden  on   the  nation  instead  of  being 
the  self  supporting  and   self  respeeting   citizens  they 
now  are.      Indeeil,   it   Wiis  predicted    by  Ilussiaii   aii- 
i'liiiiini  iiini  eiCiim    thorities  ciuiveisant  with  seal  life,  at  the  time  of  the 
cession  of  the  territory,  that  the  reckless  and   indis 
i'limiiiate  killing  of  seal  by  the  Americans  noiihl  soon  drive  the  Pribilof 
held  ti>tlie  ItUvsi  in  islands,  and  thitt  thustliey  (the  IJu.ssians)  would  re 
gain  and  retain  all  that  wa  <  in  ist  valuable  in  tliecedeil  territory.    Ibit 
the  wislom  of  (l:>iigres-;.  ajiprciating  the  value  of  the   islands  as  seal 
rookeries,  was  shown  by  legislative  acts  protecting  the  animal  and  by 
leasing  tlie  right  to  take  skins  inider  j'estrictions  t!>  a  resp  )nsible  asso- 
(•iatiiui  of  Ami'riean  citizens,  with  the  result  that  at  the  expiration  of  a 
twenty  year.s' lease  the  United  States  (Jovernment  will,  from  its  pro 
eci'ds.  lie  fully  reimbiirseil  for  the  outlay  for  the  pur 

KllVrl   of    ;;ii  VI' 
illtMital  |ii'<it"i'iiiiii, 


clni'^e  <»f  the  entire  Territory  of  Alaska,  and  will  also 
have  its  herd  of  seals  intact,  provided  the  Government 
will  protect  the  .seal  in  rn'iing  Sea  against  iiulicense;!  hunters  and 
foreign  marauders. 

Immi'diateiy  iiptm  commencing  operations  under  the  lease  it  was 
app  ireut  tliat  the  interests  of  the  ( iovernment  aud  tho.se  of  the  <  '(uupaiiy 
were  s(>  intimately  interwoven  that  a  policy  of  entire  good  faith  between 
the  ciuitractiiig  p.irties  w,is  the  only  one  that  <'oiild  be  pursued,  and 
so  well  has  this  relation  been  sustained  in  the  eighteen  years  elap.sed 
siiH'e  rlie  Ieas«'  was  made  that  no  word  of  j'omplaint  has 
ever  1  teen  uttered  on  the  part  of  theiiovernme;  .  agaiii.>t 
''•''"•  the  company,  and  no  complaint  of  improper  action  that 

has  been  nnde  by  parties  inimical  to  the  Company  has  been  in  the  least 
<legree  sustained,  though  twicu-.  because  of  misrepresentation,  the  Com 
pany  has  been  subjected  to  mo.st  rigorous  investigation  by  conunittees  of 
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('oiiii'i'css.  Till'  ("  >iiii);iiiy  lias irfcivt'd  just  ('(•risidcratioti  iit  Hic  liands  of 
the  <l.>v<'iiiiiH'nt.  and  t  liuiiji'li  tlicy  liiiN «'  sun'ncd  to  soiin'  extent  tVdiii 
eoiiiplicatioiis  ola  pulilical  ('liai'a''ffi'.  aiisiny  IVoin  tlie  iiii|»rn|tei'  actsof 
crews  of  loreij;ii  and  d(»inesti('  vessels,  wlut,  in  coiitraventitni  of  the  laws 
of  the  LFnitt'd  States,  have  entered  npon  the  wati'is  of  the  Territory  and 
slanii;htered  nialiei<»Msly  the  seals,  yet  they  feci  assured 
tiiat  the  (ioxernnient  will  so  assert  and  maintain  its  ,i- 
rijihts  and  authority  that  no  cause  of  complaint  will 
coiitiiitie  to  exist. 


^  t'rri  ;iss 


d 


111'  |iniiirii(Pii  111'  thi-ir 
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I'nder  Wussian  rule  there  were  njany  years  of  faulty  inanageinent, 
and  at  one  time  min-h  dar  ver  of  extermination  of  seal  life  at  these 
islands,  hut  in  time  the  ( 'onii»any  came  to  re^iard  seal  life  with  so  j^ood 
an  eye  to  preservation  and  peritet nation  that  their  rules  and  n^j;ula- 
tions  in  rcpird  to  these  ]»oints  ar<'  still  in  fore(M)n  the  islands;  hut, 
while  they  permitteil  free  naviyation  thro.iuliout  Uerinj;' Sea,  they  sternly 
prohil»it«'d  any  interference  with  seal  life  in  the  waters  thei'i'of,  and  so 
the  I'nited  States  (lov«  inment  will  he  forced  to  do  if  it  would  i»reserve 
and  peri>etuate  its  jyreseut  splendid  proix-rty. 

Until  about  IS"*;?  the  skins  sliipi»e<'  by  the  iiussian  American  ( 'oni 
l)any  from  these  isl.t  ids.  over  which  they  had  al)s»»lute 
i-ontrol,  ui>  till   the   time  ot   the  cession 't<»  the   I'nited      n,.w. skins  wrni>n- 
States,  went  torward  in  the  parclnneut  (or  dried)  state   Amnicin  (•(niipanv. 
at  the  late  of  about   l,'(»,(M>n  per  annum.     About  IS,").')  a 
small  tiial  shiiimcnt  of  salted  skins  was  shipped  in  the  hands  of  .Messrs. 
.1,    M.  <  )ppcnlieim  «S:   Co.,    London,  who   had  ft>r  many 
years  pre\  i(»us  been  the  leadiuiu'  linn  who  unh.airc(l  and   „i'"]'',!'s'Mn's."""'"'"" 
dressed  fur-seals    from   Lobos   Islands,  Cajie  of  (iood 
Iloi»e.  etc.     The  lirst  cxi»erience  with  salted   .Vlaskas  proved  a  failure, 
the  skins  not   having   been    pro[)erly  cured;  by  de^^rees,  however,  the 
skins  came  forward  in   better  conditi(»n,  and  in   tlie  year   lsr>S  Messrs. 
()l>penheim  eoiitrarted  with  the  I'ussian  .\merican  ('om]>any  for  an  an- 
nual supplv  <»f  from  10.(1(10   to   lL',000  salted   fur-seals  at    10\.  H)il.  per 
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skin,  tlelivcied  in  IjOImIoii. 
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s  <|uaistity  w 


as  increased  'iboiit  the  vear 


iSlil  to  i;o,0()0  per  annum,  the  contract  remainin.u'  in  foi<  until  the  time 
when  the  teiritory  was  handed  over  to  the  l'nit:<Ml  States  (Jo\ernmeiit. 
In  additicHi  to  the  salted  fur  seals.  Messrs.  Oppenheim  received  annu- 
ally from  the  itussiaii  Ameiican  Company  about  10,000  i>archment  fur- 


se.il  at  a  price  materially  behtw  that  of  the  salted   skin> 


Me 


SSI'S. 
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penheim  shipped  to  the  I'nited  States  the  iii'st  dr*'ssed  and  dyed 
Alaska  seals  at)out  ISllO,  but  their  shipments  (Uily  amounti'd  to  a  few 
thousand  skins  pei' annum  until  ISO."*.  From  that  year  until  ISTl',  when 
this  tinn  was  liiiuidated,  the  (|Uaiitity  shipped  by  them  increased  from 
L',(M»0  to  .{,000  per  annum  to  probably  10,000  skin's. 

Such  was  the   state  of  the  trade  in  fur-seal  skins  at  tin;  time  of  the 
lease  bv  the  United  States  (ioveriiineiit  to  the  Alaska 

,  '       .    .      ,  ,,   .  .,  ,  ,  Male    lit      sralskm 

(  (Uiiinercial  <  oinpany.     Skins  were  (»i  low  value:  there   tiaii.at  tii ir  i.a.so 


were  no   i'e;;ular  open  sales; 


th 


e  uressiim'  aiiM  dyeinn' 
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ere  badly  (huie,  ami  .he  net  r«'sult  ol  sales  was  iiisiif- 


liiAlasUaC 
Ciiiiipaii.v. 


illllllrl'cia 


tieieiil  to  meet  the  rental,  tax,  and  charges  imposed  by  thedoverniiieut 
(HI  the  lessees  at  the  date  of  the  issue  «»f  the  h'ase.  The  company 
uiuU'rtook  the  buildin,n  up  of  this  business  by  theiiitro-  rin|iniv,..i  hhiIkhIs 
duetion  ol  method  and  system  on  the  islands  in  the  iiniddu.i  u\  iiio 
l)lace  of  the  lt»ose  and  careless  mana/^cmeiit,  i»y  care 
ful  selection  of  skins  and  j;reat  attentioii  to  the  ccriiiu  of  them  and  by 
;iuaranti'eiii,i;  rc,:.;ula.'  supply  as  to  tpia  dity  and  tpiality  to  the  liimd(»u 
market.    They  were  most  ably  seconded  in  their  ellorts  by  the  London 
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llV     I.HIII]>HIIII     iV     Co., 

(>|ii)i'iili*' i  III  &  Co., 
iiiiil  Martin  &  Teicli- 
iiiaiin. 


Success. 


Lniiiliin  trade  saloH. 
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house  of  V.  M.  Lanipson  &  Co.,  to  whom  the  skins  were  ('onsipie*!,  and 
to  the  critieal  actiuaintance  with  vahie  of  furs,  to  the  sound  Judgment 
and  unsurpassed  business  ability  of  the  then  head  of  that  house;  and 
to  the  confidence  assured  to  the  buyers  by  his  ;)anie  in  connection  with 
the  sales  the  success  of  the  undertakiiifr  in  Lohtlon  is  largely  <liie.  V\> 
to  the  time  that  this  company  was  formed  the  dress- 
ing,' of  seal  was  elliciently  done  only  by  the  Arm  of  Op- 
peidicim  &  ('o.,  but  on  their  liquidation  there  was  {jreat 
dauficr  that  the  business  would  fall  into  weak  hands 
and  be  so  badly  done  as  to  render  the  manufactured 
fur-seal  unimpuliir.  Kealizing  this  fact,  Messrs.  Lampsou  &  Co.  stepped 
in  and  by  liberal  inducements  led  Messrs.  ]\rartiu  &  Teichnnuin  to 
carry  on  the  Alaska  factory. 

After  a  series  of  difficulties,  such  as  strikes  and  trouble  with  the 
«•-..   1.-       .  ...   work  peo])le,  who  were  determined  tliat  no  more  or 

Difticiiltifs  met  with.  ,     ^,       ^        '       \        ,,,        ,  ,,  .•     i  i    .  i  •     -■     i.  i 

better  w<n'k  should  be  done  tlian  ot  old,  this  factory  has 
{gradually  succeeded,  by  continual  imi)rovement,  in  renderinf?  the 
dressinj;  and  dyeiiiy,  formerly  a  most  uncertain  undertaking;,  a 
thorougldy  reliable  process.  These  efforts  on  tiie  island  and  in 
London  combined    larfjely    account  for  the  measure  of  succes>i  the 

coiiipany  has  attained.     In  addition,  however,  larj-e 

expeiKiiture  has  been  ntn-essary  in  all  the  Euroi>eau 
centers  to  keep  the  article  before  the  public  and  in  their  fi/vor.  Th«^ 
laws  of  trade  take  these  skins  to  London  for  market.    Two  public  sales 

are  held  each  year,  usually  in  Mai'ch  and  N.  veiiber. 

At  these  sales  attend  buyers  from  liust-.ij,  jUs  mfiy, 
'F'rance.  Enjjland,  and  America.  The  company  sells  the  e.ui  '  iivrw  on 
hand  at  each  occasion,  and  has  no  further  connection  witli  tiie  :«kin8. 
Its  rale  is  to  meet  the  market,  and  it  buys  no  skins  for  account,  nor  has 
it  any  interest  in  the  dressing  and  dyeing.  That  this  work  is  done  so 
largely  in  London  is  the  choice  of  the  buyers,  and  as 

I.oiidoii  the  iiniu'i-  li  i      u-     i-ii         i  i       i  i   •  i  i     •       i  i 

pal  piacr  ..f  drV.Hsiiid  moic  than  halt  ot  the  Alaska  skins  sold  m  London  are 
and  dyeiiiK-  retiiincd   as   (Iresscd  skins   to   America,    the   ITnited 

States  (jovcinment  adds  to  its  revenue  from  the  seal  islands  by  the 
collection  of  20  percent  duty  on  the  valuation  of  this 
state»"."n  ^^niported  letum.     It  is  estimated  tliat  7"), 000  dressed  and  dyed 
"'''"»•  skins  were  shipped  from  London  to  New  York  in  1887. 

To  tlse  intelligi'tit  inipiirer  as  to  tlie  value  of  the  system  now  in  opera- 
tion lor  handling  ami  disposing  of  the  annual  quota  of 

'llic «;  "VIM- null' nt        ,   .         ,.  ,,  1     •    1         I  1        1  i.  •      i.1      J. 

fouidn.it  .arrvi.i. th.'  skiustpomthe  scal  islands,  no  doubt  can  lemain  that 
ti'r'i'hmil '''"'"*' ""   '^  is  the  be.st,  indeed  the,  only  one  possible  to  pursue 

with  success.    The  Coverimu'iit  itself  could  not  enter 
into  business  and  follow  details  either  with  propriety  oi-  hojie  of  juoJit 
To  oju'U  the  sea  and  the  rookeries  to  the  taking  of  seal  hy  any  wh 

choose  t<»  seek  them  would  be  siiniily  to  surrender  the 
hv'W  si'iiiinv'  «(mi.i  herti  to  destruction.  I>ut  a  danger  menaces  the  systeni 
di^siniv  ihc  hi  id.  aiidtlieseals  which  the  (loyerninent  alone  ci";  avert, 
viz,  the  intiusion  of  foreign  vessels  with  armed  crews  in  the  waters  of 
Ilering  Sea.  with  intent  to  kill  seal  in  the  water  between  the  Aleutian 
chain  of  islamis  and  the  I'ribilof  grou)).  In  this  water  the  seal  re.st 
and  sixu't  after  their  long  migration;  "here  the  females,  heavy  with 
young,  slowly  neaiing  tlie  land,  sleep  soundly  at  sea  by  intervals, 
reluctant  to  haul  out  of  the  cool  water  upon   the  rookeries  until  the 

day  and  the  hour  wliich  limits  the  ju'ritMl  of  gestation:'' 
EsiMMiaiiy  if  i.er    1^.1.,.  vvitli  guu  aud  sptMi'  aiid  drag  net,  these  mara'S'i 

mltteU  lu  Hiring  !>ea.  i      •        T  i.i      •      i  l     l-   ^      l         i.-  i 

ors  desire  to  reap  their  harvest  ot  destruction  and   o. 
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their  selfisli  jjn'cd  <'xt('nniiiat<'  tIu'  :iiiiiiiiil  wliirli  now,  uiHlt'i-  t'le  wise 
jioliey  ot'( 'ongn'ss,  jtlays  so  iinpoitaiit  a  i)ait  in  liieeccMioiny  and  distri- 
bution of  coniincicc.  Tiircc  years  of  open  sea  would  suHiee  in  these 
waters  to  ri'peat  tlie  story  of  tlie  southern  oeean  and  tlie  ftir-s«'al  wouhl 
he  of  the  past,  and  a  vahnible  industry  woidd  be  obliterated  forever. 
Let  the  sea  be  open  to  all  eoinniene  that  harbors  no  evil  intent.  I)ut 
protect  the  seal  life  tliat  swims  in  its  waters  and  ''hauls"  on  its  shores. 
I^et  the  sea  be  as  free  as  the  wind  to  all  lejiitinuite  coninierec,  but 
protect  the  unique  possession  of  seal  life  that  harms  none  aiid  bene(it.-> 
thousands. 

C  A.  VVii.LrAMS. 


EXTIIHIT 


P.. 


[From  r.  M.  I-iiniiison  \  ("».  to  C.  A.  Williams,  Aiisjust  22.  1889.] 

JiONDON,   (»t   (i)l  KKN   STUKKT,    K.   C, 

Ain/Kst  ;:';.',  isss. 

Deau  Sir:  We  beji'  to  ael<nowled<fe  rec<-ii)t  of  your  favor  of  the 
loth  instant,  ineiosin<;  draft  of  a  paper  to  be  submitted  to  Conyressou 
nier«'hant  marine  and  lisherics. 

We  have  r«'ad  the  ])ai>er  with  ;',  fiJv^at  deal  of  interest  and  consider 
tliat  it  i>laees  tin'  matter  in  a  thorouj^hly  impartial  way 
before  its  readers.  Jt  has  been  so  carefully  prcpare<l  .'\k''''«  "j"'  ^'r 
and  {i'oes  into  all  details  so  fully  that  we  can  ad<l  but  me'ntsV.Vcunytvs'ii'.'" 
little  to  it.  There  are,  howevei'.  one  or  two  ]>oints  to 
which  we  bey  to  draw  your  attention,  and  which  you  will  find  marked 
in  i'<'d  ink  on  the  ])aper. 

When  speaking  of  the  supply  of  fur-seal  skins  we  ..t^^uppij"""'  """"'"' 
wouM  «v.ji\<;'est  mentioning  the  folhtwing  localities; 

(1)  Capr  of  (Io'kI  Itopv. — From  some  islands  off  this  cape,  under  th«' 
l)rot«'etion  of  the  ('ai>e  (Jovernment,  a  yearly  sn|)ply  of  from  5,(»(M>  to 
.S,(MIO  skins  is  derived.     A.I1  these  skins  conn' to  the  Lon- 

d'  1      ■  •       !•  i»  1      •  1  1      i  II-  i*  Cape  111  (iciml  Uoiiti. 

on  nuu'ket,  pan  of  them  being  s(tld  at  public  auction, 

the  remainder  being  dressed  and  dyed  for  account  of  the  owners. 

(2)  'lapau.-^'V\w.  su|»ply  fnun  this  sourc«'  has  varied  very  mueii  of  late 
years,  anumiiting  sometimes  to  l.">,()((0  skins  a  year,  at 
others  to  only  5,(K)0.  Last  year,  we  understand,  the 
Japanese  (lovernnn'nt  passed  stringent  laws  i)rohibit- 
ing  the  killing  and  imjtortation  of  seals,  with  the  view 
of  protecting  seal  life  and  encouraging  rookeries,  and 
the  eonsequenee  has  been  that  this  year  very  few  skins  have  come  for- 
ward. 

(.'{)  Vancourers  Tftlaud. — For  many  years  ])ast,  indeed  long  before  the 
formation  of  the  Alaska  Companv,  regular  supplies  of     „  ,  ,    , 

..  1      •      ii  li     1  1  1  i.     J.    0.     1  \  aiicimvcr  Island. 

tur-seals  m  the  salted  and  i)archinent  state  have  come 
to  the  London  market,  killed  mostly  off  Cajie  Flattery.  The  quantity, 
we  sho.iid  say,  has  averaged  at  least  10,(MK)  i)er  annum.  This  cateh 
takes  place  in  the  months  of  March  and  April,  and  we  believe  that  the 
animals  from  which  these  skins  are  derived  are  the  females  of  the 
Alaska  seals,  just  the  same  as  those  caught  in  the  liering  Sea. 

Had  this  ijuantity  been  materially  increased  we  feel  sure  that  the 
breeding  on  the  I'ribilof  Ishinds  would  have  suffered  before  now;  but 
fortunately  the  cateh  must  necessarily  be  a  limited  one,  owing  to  the 
stormy  time  of  the  year  at  which  it  is  made  and  the  dangerous  coast, 
where  the  seals  only  for  a  short  time  are  found.    It  must,  however,  be 
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TESTIATONY. 


evidoiit  tliat  if  thoso  iiiiiiiiiils  iiic  followed  into  the  Tioring:  Soa  and 
Innitt'd  down  in  a  calm  sea  in  the  (jnij-tcst  months  (tftln'  year  a  i)ra<'ti- 
<'all.v  uidiniited  (piantity  of  Icmalcs  mijilit  lie  taken,  and,  as  y(ni  say,  it 
woidd  be  only  a  few  years  till  the  Alaska  seal  was  a  thinj,'  of  the  ])ast. 
Yours,  very  trnly, 

C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co. 
C.  A.  Williams,  lOsq., 

A't'H'  London. 


DepoHtiion  of  Joseph   />.  W  Ui<nns,fnrn'er,  Xcic  York. 

GENERAL   SEALSKIN    INUUSTllY. 

State  ov  New  Yokk, 

Citif  (unl  doiniti/  of  Xtir   Yoyh-.ss: 
Josei)h  I),  Williams,  heinj^'  duly  sworn,  says:  That  he  is  74  years  of 
aji'e,  a  citizen  of  the  I'liited  States,  and  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  in  the 
State  of  New  York;  that  he  has  been  enjiaged  in  the 
Exporieiicp.  business  of  dressing;'  and  dyeinji'  fui-seal  skins  c(mtin- 

U(ms1y  for  tifre<Mi  years  last  i>ast,  and  i>rior  to  that  time 
at  interx    i  'nji' the  wh<de  time  hi'  has  been  en^a>;e<l  in  business, 

duriufi'  a  ];i.  ;»f  some  tifty-odd  years,  he  has  dressed  and  dyed  seal 
skins,  and  tli..  Ids  father  was  4'n<iayed  in  the  same  business  befinr 
him:  that  for  the  last  fifteen  years  he  has  had  consijiiied  to  him  by  fnr 
<lealers  from  .S.(K)()  to  lO.dOO  seal  skins  annually,  for  the  ]>nrposo  of  dress- 
ing' and  dyeing  the  same:  that  about ."»()  per  cent  of  the 
skins  so  received  by  him  i-ame  from  London  in  casks 
marked  as  they  are  ('atalogued  by  V.  'SI.  Lamijson  tS: 
Co..  and  are  the  skins  b' i>>nginj>'  to  what  is  known  as 
flu'  "  Northwest  catch  ;''  .ni;l  deponent  is  i'lformed  and 
believes  that  the  Northwest  catch,  as  the  term  is  used  in  the  trade, 
means  the  skins  of  seals  caught  in  tlie  opi'ii  sea  and  not  upon  the 
islands.  Another  reason  for  this  belief  is  tlu'  fact  that  all  of  the  skins 
of  the  Northwest  catch  <'ontain  nmrks  sh(»wing  that  the  animal  has  been 
killed  by  bullets  or  bnckshot,  the  skins  being  pierced  by  the  shot, 
whereas  the  skin;;  killed  on  the  Anu'rican  and  Jfussian  islands  are 
killed  on  land  by  clubs  and  are  n<»t  pierced. 
That  of  the  sidns  of  the  Northwest  catch  connng  into  his  h.inds  tVu- 
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treatment  prol)abIy  all  are  the   skins  of  the   fenuile 
seal,  and  that  the  same  can  be  distingnished  frojn  the 
skins  of  the  nuile  seal  by  reason  of  the  breasts  and  of 
the  thinness  of  the  fnr  arimnd  the  same  and  upon  thi-, 
belly,  most  of  the  female  seals  being  killed  while  they 
are  bearing  their  young,  and  the  fnr  therefore  being  stretched  and 
thinner  over,  that  part  of  the  body;  and  also  for  the  further  reason 
that  the  head  of  the  female  seal  is  much  narrower  than  that  of  the 
male  seal,  and  that  this  ])oint  of  difl'erence  is  obvious  in  the  skins  of 
the  two  classes.    That  of  the  total  number  of  tlu'  skins  received  by  him 
about  2o  per  cent  are  the  skins  of  the ''Alaska"  and 
■Alaska"    ,.11.1  "Copper '"catch.     That  all  the  skins  of  the  "Alaska'' 
iciui.viiiiiiiiii.s.         catch  are  male  seals,  and  an  overwhelming  propor- 
tion of  the  "C<»i)i)er'' catch  are  likewise  male  skins. 
That  the  remainder  of  the  skins  sent  to  dei)c»nent  for  dressing  anil  dye- 
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ill {T,  as  aforesaid,  are  received  by  liim  tlir<m<'"li  tlie  lioiise  oi"  Herman 
Liebes  &  ('(mipaiiy,  of  San  Kranrisco,  and  otliers;  the  niajuiity,  iiow- 
ever,  from  Herman  Liebt-s  .K:  Company.  Tlie  sldus  received  from  t lie 
latter  sources  are  from  each  of  the  three  eatclies  known  to  the  trad«'  as 
the  '<Copiter,"  "'Alaska,"  and  •'  Northwest"  catch,  altlioiijiii  the  major 
part  thereof  beloiiji' to  what  is  known  as  the  ''Nctrth- 
west"  catch,  and  areas  in  the  case  of  tlie  skins  re-  ,mivm-''.'r. '"''"'''' 
eeived  from  London  of  that  cat<h,  all  skins  of  the 
female  seal. 

J.  D.  Williams. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  liOtli  day  of  March,  1802. 
[L.S.J  KouKKT  L.  Haki;is(»n, 

Xotary  ruhlic,  Cifi/  ttnd  County  of  Xiic   I'oi'k. 


Deposition  of  Jofiejyh  J).  Williams,  fxrHer,  Xeic  York. 

GENERAL  SEALSKIN   INDUSTRY. 


State  of  New  York, 

t'iti/  (iiul  Comity  of  Keic  YorJx,  ss : 
.losepli  1).  Williams,  bein;;-  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  75  years  of  age 
and  reside  in  ISrooklyn,  N,  Y.  .Sly  business  is  that  of 
diessiufi"  and  dyeinj;'  iuis,  and  1  have  been  enjiaji'cd  in 
it  for  ov«'r  sixty  years.  Most  of  the  furs  dressed  and 
dyed  in  my  establishment  are  fur-seal  skins,  anddurin<>' 
4'ach  of  the  past  five  or  six  years  1   have  dressed  and  dyed  from  8,000 
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to  10,000  seal  skins.  I  emjtloj',  and  for  some  time  past 
have  employed,  about  (10  workmen,  and  my  pay  rtdl 
amounts  to  about  >«!(00  a  w<>ek.  Most  of  these  workmen 
can  beclassed  as  skilled  laborers,  1  dress  and  dye  fur-seal  skinsof  the 
Alaska,  Copjier,  and  Northwest  coast  catches.  I  can  readily  distin- 
guish the  skins  beloiijiinji'  to  each  of  them.  I  can  also  readily  tell  a 
female  skin  from  a  male  skin.  The  ]>redomiiiance  of  the  former  ov»'r 
the  latter  in  the  Northwest  coast  catch  is  one  of  its  most  distinyuishiny 
features.  1  can  not  state  exactly  what  the  ])ercenta}j;e  is  of  each  sex, 
but  I  am  sure  that  as  a  rule  tln're  are  found  in  the 
Northwest  coast  catches  at  h'ast  ten  times  as  many 
female  skius  as  male  skins.  There  are  various  ways  of 
determining'  the  sex  of  the  animal  from  which  seal  skins  are  taken. 
Some  of  them  are  the  followiu};-:  (1)  Female  skins  have  teats,  which 
are  easily  tbund  even  in  tin*  salted  skin,  esjiecially  when  the  animal  is 
over  two  years  of  aj-e.  (L')  The  shajie  of  a  female  skin  is  narrower  at 
the  head  and  on  the  shoulders.  (.3)  Ther*'  is  a  i)ercei»tible  ditference  in 
the  character  of  the  hair  of  the  skins  of  the  two  sexes. 

J.  J).  Williams. 

Sw<nii  to  before  me  this  17th  day  of  June,  1.S02. 

[l.  s.j  '  Fokhes  J.  Hennesy, 

Notary  Public  {No.  ^7U),  2\eu-  York  County. 
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5r)0  TESTIMONY. 

Jhliosiikm  of  Mdiiricf  WiiulniilU'r,  furrier,  iSan  Francisco. 

pelagic  sealing. 

State  ok  California, 

Citjf  autl  Coinitj/  Iff  San  Francisco,  ss: 
Miiuricc  Windniiller,  liavinj''  hoi'ii  duly  sworn,  doposos  aiul  says:  My 
a}i«'  is  4(»;  1  reside  in  San  Francise*);  my  occnpation  is 
KxiHii.iuc.  tliat  of  a  furrier.     I  have  Ihh'Ii  enjiaged  in  the  fur  busi- 

ness all  my  life,  and  my  father  was  a  furrier  before  me. 
I  am  an  expert  in  dressed  and  undressed,  raw,  and  made-up  furs,  and 
also  a  manufa<'turer  and  dealer  in  lh(^  same,  i  luive  bouj^lit  and  ex- 
amined large  numbers  of  fur-seal  skins  duriiij;'  the  last  twelve  years, 
eanjiht  by  sealin;-  sehooners  both  on  the  Ifussian  and  Ameri(!an  side  of 
the  North  l'a<ilie  and  IJeriufi'  Sea,  and  I  ean  easily  distinguish  one 
from  the  other. 
The  JJussiaii  seal  is  a  smaller  seal,  and  the  fur  is  not  as  close  as  the 
fur  of  the  Alaska  seal,  nor  as  good  (piality.  They  are 
an  entirely  dillerent  herd  fioni  those  on  the  Anu'riean 
si<le,  and  their  skins  have  peculiar  <'hara<'teristics  by 
whi<di  it  is  not  dillicult  to  separate  them.  In  examining  and  purchas- 
ing seal  skins  from  the  schoon«>rs  in  their  raw  state  I  have  observed 
that  1K>  per  cent  of  their  catch  are  fenudes.  I  know 
1 .' Ill  11 1 .; N  ^Ij.ji  ^jj  |,j,  ^  Y-^iit,  because  tlu'  heads  of  the  females  are 
smaller,  tin'  bellies  larger,  and  the  teats  can  be  plainly 
sci'ii.  The  (eats  show  more  plainly  when  the  skin  is  dressed  and  dyed. 
In  examining  the  skins  taken  by  s«'aling  schooners  1  have  Ibund 
most  ol'  them  perforatetl  with  shot,  making  tln'Ui  much 
less  valuable  tlu'reby.  Formerly  nu)re  of  them  used  to 
be  killed  with  a  rilie,  whi«'ii  did  not  injure  the  skin  as 
much. 

MAUUIOE   WiNimiLLER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  nte  this  Sth  day  (jf  April,  A.  I).  181Hi. 

[.SEAL.J  CLE31ExNT    F.ENNETT, 

Notary  I'ublic. 
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Dcihmtion  of  IT.  »Sf.  Jiei'i)U)tnn,  Jictid  of  the  Jinn  of  Bcviur/ton  d:  ^fo)•^•is, 

fiirriirs,  London. 
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IT.  S.  I'.cvinjjton,  M.  A.,  beiiij>-  duly  sworn,  dotli  (1«']>(»!S(;  and  say:  That 
lie  is  K>  yea  IS  of  a^«'  and  a  snltject  of  Ilcr  Iliitannic 
Majesty,  and  is  tlie  In'ad  oi  tlu'  liiin  of  IScviiiftton  ^:  Kxiniiin.:.!. 
Morris,  doin^;'  business  as  fur  niei-rliants  and  manufac- 
turers, at  1,'S  Cannon  street,  in  the  city  of  lion<h)n.  That  his  sail  (inn 
was  founded  in  the  yt-ar  17l,'<)  and  lias  l)een  continued  in  tiic  same 
family  during'  the  wiiole  oi  these  yt'ars  down  to  the  |uesent  time,  and 
has  been  «'n;iaj>ed  durinji  the  whole  of  the  period  since  17li(»  in  the 
same  business,  dealinj;'  in  furs  and  leather.  That  (h-ponent  has  been 
in  the  business  ever  since  the  year  I  ST.!.  Durinji  the  whole  of  tin* 
jK'iiod  since  that  date  his  said  (iiin  have  In  en  in  the  habit  of  hnyin;;" 
fur  seal  skins,  and  he  knows  from  his  jjcneral  knowled};'e  of  the  ''usiness 
that  prior  to  that  time  they  were  in  tli<'  habit  of  i>uyin;4  seal  skins  ever 
since  they  lu'came  an  article  of  commeice.  That  deponent  has,  per- 
sonally, handled  many  thousands  of  skins  of  the  fur-seal,  and  by 
n-ason  of  that  fact  and  of  his  ex]>erience  in  his  business  has  a  f;'eneral 
knowledji'c  of  the  history  of  the  iur-seal  skin  business,  an<l  a  j;eneral 
an<l  precise  kiiowled,u«'  of  the  several  kinds  of  skins  which  now,  ami 
for  many  years  last  past,  have  come  upon  the  Lomlon  market.  That 
since  deponent  has  been  in  business  skins  comiiif;  upon  the  London 
market  have  been'j'>rinci|»ally  divided  into  three  classes, 
known  as  the  Alaska  <'atch,  the  Copper  <'atch,  and  the 
>s'orthwest  catch.*  I.^f^mall  su]>plies  have  als(»  been  re 
eeived  frcmi  the  ftoiitlu'ru  Sea,  the  Lobos  Islands,  Falk- 
land Islands,  and  Cape  J  lorn,  but  the  skins  arrivinj;'  from  these  last 
nu'ntioned  localities  make  no  ti^^iire  in  the  market.  That  what  is  known 
as  the  Alaska  catch  consist  of  skins  of  seals  which  are  killed  upon  the 
Pribilof  Islands  in  the  l>erin<i'  Sea,  and  the  Copper  <'atch  of  skins, 
which  are  killed  upon  tin'  Copper  and  IJerinji  Islands,  in  Kussian 
wateis. 

That  the  Northwest  skins  <'onsist  of  skins  taken  from  animals  which  are 
cauji'ht  in  the  open  Pacific  Ocean  off  the  coast  of  British  (N»hnnbia  or  in 
the  IJerinff  Sea.  That  thi'ditlerences  between  the  three  several  sorts  of 
skins  last  mentione«l  are  so  marked  as  to  enable  any  person  skilled  in 
the  business,  or  accustomed  to  handle  the  same,  to  readily  distinguish 
the  skins  of  one  catch  from  those  of  another,  especially  in  bulk,  and  it 
is  the  fact  that  when  they  reach  the  market  the  skins  oi  ea«'h  class  come 
sex)arately  aud  are  uot  found  minyied  with  those  belonging  to  the  other 
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clitsscs.  Tlic  skins  of  the  Coiipcr  Island  catcli  aro  jlistiiifinislicd  from 
tlic  skins  oi"  the  Ahiska  and  Northwest  eatch,  \vlii<-h  two  last  men- 
tioned classes  oi  skins  ajuiear  to  I»e  nearly  al]i«'d  to  each  other,  and  aro 
ol'  the  same  general  eharat'ter,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  in  their  raw 
state  the  Copper  skins  are  lij;hter  in  color  than  either  of  the  otln'i"  two 
and  in  the  dyed  state  there  is  a  marked  <lilVerence  in  tlie  a])peai'an<-e  of 
tlie  Iniof  thc(.'(»pper  andthe  other  two  classes  of  skins.  This  difference 
is  dillicnlt  to  describe  to  a  person  uimceustomed  to  handle  skins,  but  it 
is  neveitheless  <'h'ar  and  tlistinet  to  an  expert,  and  maybe  generally 
described  by  saying  that  The  Copper  skins  are  of  a  close,  short,  and 
shiny  far,  partienlarly  down  by  the  think,  to  a  greater  extent  than  the 

Alaska  and  Northwest  skins.    The  skins  of  the  male 

and  fennde  animal  are  readily  distitignishable  fi>om  each 

other  in  the  adult  stage  by  reason  of  the  diflerence  in 
the  shajte  of  the  heads.    That  the  Copper  ami  Alaska  skins  are  almost 

exclusively  the  skins  of  the  nmie  animal,  and  the  skins 
„  !;;if '.i'\'7;..ti71^  "'   o\'  the  Northwest  catch  are  at  least  S(>  per  cent  of  the 

skmsot  the  temale  animal.  Ihat  la-ioi'  to  and  in  prepar- 
ation for  making  this  deposition  deponent  says  be  carefully  looked 
through  two  large  lots  of  skins  now  in  his  warelamse  for  the  especial 
]»urpose  of  estimating  the  percentage  of  female  skins  tbuud  among  the 
N<»rthwest  eatch,  and  he  believes  the  above  estimate  to  be  accurate. 

That  the  skins  in  the  Northwest  catch  are  also  ]>ierced  with  shot 
and  s])eai'  marks,  in  conseqiu'uee  of  having  been  kilh'd  in  the  open 
watei-  instead  of  ui>on  land  by  clubs.    That  the  business  of  dealing  in 

fur-seal  skins  in  the  city  of  London  has  become  an 
lur't'nici't'. "'  ''"'"'""  established    and    im])(»rtant  industry.     Deponent    is 

infornu'd  that  practically  all  the  seal  skins  in  the  world 
ar(^  sold  in  London,  and  the  number  runs  up  in  the  y«'ar  to  between 
IdO.OOO  and  LH)(»,(M»0  averaging  consulerably  over  ir)0,()(»0  a  year.  These 
skins  are  sold  for  the  most  part  either  by  the  Hrm  ot  C.  INI.  Lam])si>n  & 
Co.,  through  their  brokers,  (load,  h'igg  &  Co.,  or  by  the  linn  of  Culver- 
well,  Brooks  iS:  Co.  At  the  auction  sales,  which  are  advertised  twice 
or  three  tinu's  in  the  year  by  these  firms,  skins  are  bought  by  dealers 
from  all  over  the  world,  who  are  present  either  in  person  or  by  proxy. 
The  next  stage  in  the  industry  is  the  dressing  and  dyeing  of  the  furs, 
and  i)ra(;tically  the  whole  of  these  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London  are 
dle^:scd  and  dyed  in  that  city,  the  princii)al  tirms  being  engaged  in  that 
business,  aie  C.  W.  Maitin  &  Sons  and  tieorge  liice.  Deponent's  own 
fijin  dress  a  small  number  of  skins  and  have  dressed  in  one  year  as 
many  as  i*o,000  and  foruu'rly  dyed  large  nuntbers  of  skins,  but  do  not 
now  dye  skins  as  the  secrets  of  the  present  fashionable  color  are  now  in 
the  hands  of  other  tirms.  After  having  been  dressed  aiul  dyed,  the 
skins  of  the  fur  seal  aie  then  passed  into  the  hands  of  fur  merchants, 
by  whom  in  turn,  they  are  passed  to  furriers  and  drapers  and  retail 

dealers  generally.    Dejjonent  estinnites  the  total  nnm- 
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persons  engaged  in  one  way  or  another,  directly 
or  indiret'tly,  in  the  fur-seal  industry,  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don at  at  least  two  or  three  thousand,  nuin)>  of  whom  are  skilled  labor- 
ers, all  receiving  high  wages. 

That  a  large  anamnt  of  capital  is  also  invested  in  the  business  in  the 
city  of  L«mdon,  and  the  ]n'ecise  value  of  the  industry 
can  be  estinnited  by  reckoidng  the  amount  expended 
in  the  various  processes  which  dejionent  has  enumeiated  U])on  each 
skin.  For  instwnce,  after  the  skins  arrive  at  the  London  market  they 
are  sold  at  the  sales  at  luices  which   in  the  year  18110  averaged  say  80 


Ciipitiil  invested. 
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sliillinj^s  ii|>i<'('('.  Tlic  coiiiiiiissioiis  on  tlic  s('lliiif>'  of  tlic  ^iouils  iiicliid- 
\\\}X  Wiiiclioiisiii^',  iiisiii'iiiicc.  :iii(l  so  I'urtli.  (IcpuiM'iit  hclievcs  iiiiiuiiiit  to 
()  ]K'i'  cciit  of  tli<'  pri  ■('  ol)t:iiiif<|.  'I'liiit  tlic  iiiiioiiiit  piiitl  tor  (Iressiii^, 
dyoinjn'.  iiiiil  iiiiicliiiiiiiji  e;irli  skin  ;iv('r;i;4»'S  say  1<»  sliilliiins,  Tlies«'  pro- 
cesses tiilu'  trt;;ctlicr  alioiit  lour  or  tivc  niontlis.  The  next  exp«'ii(litiin< 
ii|)on  the  skin  is,  say.  an  averanc  of  fi\c  sliilliii;;s  at  least  for  each  skin 
for  ciittinji'  up.  and  that  tliereat'ter  there  will  be  an  average  of  at  least 
from  ;»  shillings  to  I  shillin,i;s  per  skin  i'xpeiidcd  in  <|niltin;;;liiiin;4'.  and 
making'  up  the  jackets  or  other  ;;arincnts.  sliowinjt'  a  total  expenditure 
upon  each  skin  for  lalior  alone,  in  the  city  of  London,  of  L'.'t  shillings 
in  addition  to  the  i>ercenta}je  jiaid  for  l>rokera,ne,  before  the  processes  of 
manufacture  be<;aii,  and  the  most  of  this  money  is  actually  i>aid  out  in 
wajjes. 

Deponent  says,  tliat  in  the  above  estimates  he  has  given  the  bottom 
fi;>°nres  and  that  the  amount  actually  ex]>eiidcd  upon  the  skins  in  the 
city  of  London  uudonbtedly  averages  a  larger  sum.  This  \v«Hd<l  make 
on  an  average  of  l'UU.kuu  skins  a  year,  which  is  not  excessive,  a  total 
expenditure  annually  in  the  city  of  liondon  of  .iCl'.lu.OUO,  minus  the 
siniounts  paid  for  cutting  and  making  up  in  respect  to  the  skins  sent 
to  the  United  States. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  pr«'servation  of  the  seal  herds  and 
the  continued  supply  of  fur-seal  skins,  which,  fur- 
thermore, it  is  important  should  be  cimxhuit  and  rctiu- 
lar  in  supply,  is  absolutely  lu'cessary  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  tills  industry.  Deponent  says  that  tlu;  reas(»n  for  this  opinion 
is  shown  in  the  history  of  last  season's  business.  For  instance,  at  the 
October  sale  the  prices  of  skins  were  very  high,  as  a  short  sujiply  was 
expected.  The  skins  piin-hased  at  that  sale  were  then  jmt  into  the 
hands  of  the  dressers  and  dyers,  where  they  would  be  retained,  as 
above  stated,  in  ])rO(;ess  of  treatment  four  ov  live  months.  Duringthis 
interval  it  apjieared  that  instead  of  there  being  a  slnu't  sui>i)ly  the 
jtoaching  vessels  had  caught  a  large  number  of  skins,  5U,0()(»  or  (J(>,(MK), 
which  being  iim'xpectedly  plumpi'd  on  the  market,  br«mght  tlu^  price 
♦lowu  so  that  there  v.as  a  loss  of  perhaps  L*5  shillings  i)er  skin  on  the 
skins  bought  at  the  October  sales;  and  deponent  further  says  that  it  is 
of  course  obvious  that  the  business  can  not  be  maintained  unless  the 
herds  are  jiresei  ved  from  the  destruction  which  has  overtaken  the  S<uith 
Sea  herds,  which  formerly  existed  in  such  large  numbers,  and  so  im- 
l)ortaiit  has  the  sealskin  business  become  that  if  the  herds  wen'  exter- 
minated deponent  says  it  would  hardly  be  worth  while  to  remain  in  the 
fur  business. 

Deponent  says  while  he  d<»esnot  wish  to  express  any  opinion  npiui  the 
nmtters  which  are  in  controversy,  that  nevertheless,  looking  at  tluMpies- 
ti(Uiof  preserving  the  seals  from  a  natural-history  point  of  viewaloue,and 
having  no  regard  whatever  to  the  rights  of  any  individuals  oi'natioiis,but 
lookiugatthemattersimplyfromtliepoiiitof  view  of  how  best  to  preserve 
tlu^  seals,  he  has  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  best 
Avay  to  accomidish  that  object  would  betoinohibit  ab- 
solutely the  killing  of  all  seals  except  upon  the  islands, 
ami,  furtherim)re  to  limit  the  killing  of  seals  on  the  ishnnls  to  the  male 
species  at  particular  times,  and  to  limit  the  numbers  of  the  males  to  be 
so  killed.  If,  however,  the  rights  of  individuals  are  to  be  considered, 
and  sealing  in  the  open  sea  is  to  be  aUowed,  then  depiment  thinks  that 
the  number  of  vessels  to  be  sent  out  by  each  country  ought  to  be  lim- 
ited, and  the  number  of  seals  which  may  be  caught  by  each  vessel 
should  be  specilied. 


I'riiti'ction    necos- 
mirv. 
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Doi«»iioiit  siiys  fliijf  (Hie  iciison  why  lu'  tliiiilvs  tlic  killiiijn'  of  sonls  in 
tlir  o|i»>ii  sen  slimild  Im>  pioliilMtoil  :iiitl  iill  killiii}^'  liinitol  tu  the  isliuids 
i)4  li(>(-Hiis<' drpoiu'iit  is  of  tlic  Mpiiiioii  tliiit  wlicii  sciils  iirc  killcil  in  tlic 
(»lM'n  s«'!i  ii  liiryc  iiumlicr  must  Im*  killed  wliicli  ;irc  not  rocovcrcd,  iiml 
(•Oiist'(|niMitly  tliiif  tlic  herds  iiiiist  siilVer  niiieh  ;;re;itei'  loss  tliiin  is 
niOiisiired  hy  the  skins  ol'the  seids  e;iii<;lit  or  eoniin^'  to  niiirket. 

L)e|)onent  t'nrthei'  siiys  thid  one  re:ison  tor  this  opiidon  is  thiit  he  lias 
had  s(nne  small  e\p«'rienee  in  shooting  hair  seals  in  the  Seilly  Islands, 
ami  In^s  himself  personally  killed  Imir  seals  at  a  distance  of  40  or  oO 
yards,  \vlii<'h  sank  before  In- eonid  re;irh  them.  Hair  seals  are  of  the 
sanu'  ^eneial  family  as  fni'  seals,  and  he  has  no  donht  tliat  the  same 
thing oceurs,  and  nnistoeenr.  when  the  inr  sea Isni-e  killed  ou  the  open  sea. 

ilKifiJi.K'i'  Siii;i,m;y  JIkvington,  M.  A. 

Sworn  at  No.  -S  Cannon  street,  in  the  city  of  htrndon,  England, 
tliis  LM»th  day  of  Aitril,  ISJL*,  before  me. 
[SEAL.J  Fkancis  W.  Fkioott, 

Vitr  (intl   Ihjnitif  Consul  (iciienil  of  the 
United  IStatcs  of  Amn'icu  at  London,  Enijland. 
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M.    Lampson   oc    Co.,    <d 


Deposition  of  A  If  red  Fraser,  member  of  firm  of  V.  M.  Lnmpson  cO  Co.^  fur- 
riers, London. 

CtKNERAL   «EAL«K1N    INDl'STBY. 

State  of  New  York, 

Citif  and  Count  1/  of  Sew  Yorl;  ss: 

Alfred  Fraser,  being  <lnly  sworn,  says: 

First.  That  li-  is  a  siibjeit  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  and  is  52  years 
of  agi'  and  resides  in  tlu'  city  of  llrooklyn,  in  the  State 
That  he  is  a  nn-niber  of  the  tirin  of  C. 
London,  and  Inis  been  a 
member  of  said  firm  for  about  thirteen  years;  i)rioi"  to  tlntt  time  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  said  tirm  and  took  an  active  jtart  in  the  managenn'nt 
of  the  business  of  said  firm  in  London.  That  the  business  of  CM. 
Lanipsou  «&  Co.  is  that  of  merchants,  engaged  iu'incii)ally  iu  the 
business  of  selling  fnv  skins  on  commission.  That  for  about  tweuty- 
four  years  the  tirm  of  ('.  .'M.  Lam])son  &  Co.  have  sold  the  great 
majority  of  the  whole  nundier  of  seal  skins  sold  in  ;dl  the  markets  of 
the  world.     That  while  he  was  engaged  in  the  nnunige- 

Experience.  j.      i-  i.i        i        •  x-        ■  t  i-  ■       t         i  i       i       i 

ment  of  the  business  of  sanl  hrm  m  London,  he  Inul 
personal  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  various  seal  skins  sold  by 
the  said  Hrm,  from  his  personal  inspection  of  the  same  in  theii-  ware- 
house and  fnmi  the  physical  handling  of  the  same  by  him.  That  many 
hundred  thousands  oi'  the  skins  sold  by  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co.  have 
physically  ])aissed  through  his  hands;  and  that  since  his  residence 
in  this  country  he  has,  as  a  member  of  said  finn,  had  a  general  and  de- 
tailed knowledge  of  tlie  character  and  extent  of  the  business  of  said 
firm,  although  since  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Xew  York  lie  has  not 
physically  handled  the  skins  disposed  of  by  his  tirm. 

That  during  the  last  year  or  two  a  large  number  of  skins  have  been 
sold  in  London  by  the  tirm  of  Culverwell,  r>ro<dvs  &  Co.,  and  that 
said  firm,  as  deponent  is  informed  and  believes,  have  secured  the  con- 
signment of  skins  to  them  during  the  p«'riod  aforesaid  by  advancing 
to  the  owners  of  vessels  engaged  in  what  is  now  known  as  pelagic 
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Nil  I'l'sti'irtiiin  nil 
killing. 


soiiliiifi"  sums  oC  iiKHM'.v,  w  liicli  is  stiifrd  lo  Im*  !r<15  ptM-  skin,  as  a;;ainst 
sliipiiit'iits  tVoin  Nictniia  of  siirli  sliiiis. 

Second.  That  tlic  seal  skins  wliicli  lia\ c  liccii  sold  in  London  tVoni  tinio 
to  time  sincr  d<'|iont'iil  liist  l»('jL:an  business  have  been  obtained  from 
sources  and  were  kn(»\vn  in  the  markets  as — 

(A)  The  South  Sea  skins,  lieinj;'  llie  skins  of  seals  principally  caujiht 
on  the  South  Siietland  Islands.  South  ( leorjiia  Islands, 
and  Sandwich  Land.  That  nniny  years  a;:o  lar^c  nuni 
bcrs  of  seals  were  «'an;;lit  upon  these  islands,  but  in 
i'ouscciiu'uee  of  the  fact  that  no  restiictions  were  im- 
liosed  on  the  killinji'  of  said  seals  they  were  practically 
e\t<u'minated  and  no  seal  skins  appeared  in  thenmrket 
from  those  localities  lor  uniny  years.  That  about  twenty  years  aj>'o 
these  islamis  were  a^ain  \  isited  and  for  five  seasons  a  c(»usiderable 
catch  was  made,  amounting:  during'  the  whole  live  seasons  to  about 
."(►,(l(M»or  K>.(M»(>  skins.  Amonj;-  the  skins  found  in  tliis  catch  wcie  those 
of  the  oldest  nudes  and  the  sandiest  pups,  thus  showinj;,  in  the  judy- 
nient  of  deponent,  that  evi'ry  seal  of  every  kind  was  killed  that  could 
be  reached.  That  in  consequence  thereof  the  rookei'it's  on  these  islands 
were  then  completely  exhaiisti'd.  Oiu-e  or  twice  thereafter  they  were 
visited  without  result,  no  seals  bcinj;'  found,  and  about  five  years  a;;o 
they  were  ayain  revisited  ami  oidy  .">(»  skins  were  obtained,  heponent  is 
informed  that  all  the  South  Sea  skins  were  obtained  l>y  killin<i' seals  upon 
the  islauils  above  nH'Utii>ned.  and  that  it  is  obviously  everywhere  much 
easier  to  kill  seals  upon  the  land  than  in  the  water;  an«l  in  thejud^- 
nuMit  of  the  deponent  the  seals  of  the  above-mentioned  islands  were 
thus  cut  i  rel  V  exterminated  because  of  th«' en  tin*  a  bseuce 
ot  any  protection  or  ol  any  restru'tion  ot  any  kind  what- 
ever upon  tlu'  number,  aj>e,  or  sex  of  seals  killed,  and  not  merely,  as 
deponent  understands  has  been  elaimeil  by  some  auth(uities,  because 
they  were  killed  on  land  instead  of  in  the  open  sea,  which,  moreover, 
in  that  locality,  de]K)nent  is  informed,  is  practically  impossible  by  reason 
of  the  rcuighness  of  the  sea  and  weather. 

(H)    A  considerable  nund)er  of  seal  skins    were  formerly  <ibtain(^l 
ap<»n  the  Falkland  Islands;  how  manv  de])ouent  is  not 
able  to  state.  "  ''""'"""*'  ''"""'*• 

((')  That  a  certain  nuiuber  of  seals  were  also  caught  at  Cape  Morn, 
and  thsit  more  or  less  are  still  taken  in  that  vicinity, 
thoufih  the  whole  number  has  been  very  ^'leatly  re-      <'""i.«  Horuseuis. 
dnceci. 

(D)  That  at  tlu'  present  time  ami  for  many  years  last 
l)ast  the  skins  comin*;'  to  the  market  and   which  ar«^  ,.,,I[,7,n','.'',I. 
known  to  cimiinerce  liave  come  from   the  followiiiy 


skins     of 


>ikins, 


sou  ires: 

1.  And  by  far  the  most  important  are  the  northern  l*acitic 
which  are  known  to  the  trade  under  the  following  titles: 

'J  he  ''Alaska"  catch,  which  are  the  skins  of  seals  eauj-ht  on  the  Prib- 
ilof  Islands,  situated  in  IJerinji'  Sea.     For  manv  vears 
past  the  whole  of  the  skins  caught  iij)"!;  tiiese 'islands      '^"''«'^'"''*">^ 
have  been  sold  by  d«'ponent's  tirm,  and  a  statement  of  tlu'  nuiid>er  of 
skins  so  sold    in  each   vear  is  appended  hereto  and 
marked  Exhibit  A,  sh.nving  the  aggivgate  of  such   „7u",'J'','J.ji.  "'■  *''"" 
skins  sold  from  the  year  1870  to  the  year  181)1,  iucbi- 
sive,  as  1,877,1)77. 

The  "Cop]»ei •"  catch,  being  the  skins  of  seals  caught  upon  what  are 
known  as  the  Commander  Islands,  being  the  islands 
kuuwu  as  C'oi)per  and  Bering  Islands.    All  the  skius 
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s<>riiii;;1it  liavr  bt'cii  sold  l»y  il»'iM»in'iirs  lirtii  in  tlic  city  of'TiOiidoii,  ;ni<l 
tlic  tnliil  iiiiinlM'r  ol'  siicli  *'('op|»or"  cati'li  t"i«i!M  tlu' 
yrar  IS7U  to  \s\\'j  appears  upon  tin'  statement  wliieli  is 
hereto  annexed  and  uiai'Ue<l  Mxliihit  ii,  sho\viii;>'  tlu^ 
total  so  sold  dnrin;i  sinli  \eais  of  7<i.s,(»!M»  skins. 

Tlie  "Northwest"  eateli.  i)ein;;  the  skinsof  seals  eauftht  in  the  open 
sea  eitlieidf  the  I'aeilie  Oeean  or  of  the  I 'mm!  nj;  Sea. 
These  skills  \ver«'  orij^inally  eau;;ht  exclusively  hy  tlie 
Indians  and  by  residents  of  the  colony  of  N'ictoria  an<l  ah)n^'  the 
coast  of  the  llritish  jiossessions.  A  statement  of  the  total  number  of 
the  catch  fr<»ni  the  year  iStJS  to  1SS4.  inclusive,  is  ap- 
pended hereto  and  marked  I'iXhibir  (',  showing' a  total 
(»f  I. ■».">..■>  J S.  That  statement  is  divided  into  three  heads: 
Kirst,  the  salted  ''Northwest"  coast  skins:  second,  the  drii'd  ''North- 
\vest"c(»ast  skins,  botli  of  wiiicli  were  mainly  sold  throujjh  deponent's 
tirm  in  I>ondon:  and  third,  salted  ''Noith west"  coast  skins,  dressed 
and  dyed  in  liiaulon,  but  iM>t  sold  there.  It  will  l)e  noticed  that  in  the 
years  1S71  and  ISTli  an  unusually  larjue  |)roportion  of  dried  skins  ap- 
l)eai'  to  have  been  marketed.  Those  skins  were  purchased  in  thisyeai' 
from  the  IJussian  American  <"omi>any.  which  was  the  lessee  of  the 
llussian  (iovernment  on  the  l*ril>ilof  Islands  prior  to  the  cession  of  lius- 
sian  Anu'ric;.  to  the  I'nited  States.  Those  skins  had  been  accumulated 
by  tlu' liussian  Company  and  sold  when  the  Americans  to«dv  posses- 
sion. Kor  the  yeais  1S71  and  lS7l*,  therefore,  the  surplus  skins  «»ver 
th«'  averaji'e  for  the  other  years  shoidd  be  rejected  in  a  etunputation  of 
the  ^-'cneral  averaj;«'  of  seals  killed  during  the  years  from  ISOS  to  1.SS4, 
in<'lusive. 

From  the  year  issr»  to  the  year  181>1  the  number  of  skins  included  in 
the  '"Northwest"  catch  enormously  iner«'ased,  an<l  a 
is^rl'tli'lliir  "''  ""'"  ^ti't«'"<<'iit  of  such  skins  is  iiereto  annexed  and  marked 
lOxhibit  I),  sh(>win<>- a  t(»tal  of  .'uJl.JXJli,  an<l  is  divided, 
like  the  statenu'ut   marked    Kxliibit  (J,  into  three  heads:      "  e  salteil 
Northwest  coast  skins,  the  dry  Northwest  coast  skins,  a  e  salted 

skins  dri'ssed  an«l  dyed  in  London,  but  not  sold  there.     '  ..ajority 

of  the  tiist  two  ('lasses  were,  as  in  tlie  previous  case,  sold  by  deponent's 
firm.  The  great  ma.i(trity  of  these  skins  apiiearing  in  the  last  mentioned 
statement  are  the  skim-  canght  by  vessi'ls  sent  out  from  the  Canadian 
]'rovinces;  many  also  by  vessels  sent  out  from  San  Francisco,  Port 
TowH,send,  and  Seattle:  and  a  few  fr(»m  vessels  sent  <mt  from  Yokohama: 
the  majoiity.  however,  are  sui»posed  to  have  been  canght  by  vessels 
sent  out  from  British  harbors.  A  large  number  of  tlu^  skins  included 
in  Exhibit  D  have  been  consigned  to  C.  M.  Lampson  »S:  Co.,  by  the  firm 
of  Herman  Liebes  &  Co.,  of  San  Francisco.  In  estimating  the  total 
number  of  the  "northwest"  catch  it  should  also  be  nuntioned  that  some- 
tliing  like  .'{0,000.  skins  belonging  to  that  catch  base  been  dressed  and 
dye(l  in  the  United  States,  which  have  uot  gone  to  Kondon  at  all. 
(K)  Besides  the  "Alaska,"  "Copper,"  :ind  "Northwest"  skins  there 
are  also  a  certain  number  of  skins  irriving  in  London, 
known  as  the  Lobos  Island  ikins,  although  the  same  are 
not  handled  by  the  firm  of  C.  M.  Lampson  &  Co.;  but  the  total  num- 
ber of  which,  from  the  year  1S72  to  >heyear  ISIH,  inclu- 

isr'toisoT  °''  *'^'""  ^^^'^-i  '•sasi»l»P<'i»"*<^'i'<*i"  the  catalogue's  of  sales,  247,777. 
The  Lobos  Island  skins  are  those  of  seals  killed  on  the 
Lobos  Island,  belonging  to  the  l\*ei>ublic  of  Uruguay;  and  dei)onent 
is  infoinu'd  and  believes  that  there  is  no  oiien  sea  sealing  in  the 
vicinity  of  such  island,  and  that  the  animals  ai  e  luotectcd  on  the  island 


LoliDS  iHlnnil  skins. 
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i  'itpr  of  1  iiiotl   llit|ic 
skiiiH. 


R">  iicrri'iit  orNiPi'tli- 
woHt  ciitcli  t'i'iiialrH. 


as  tlioy  iU'e  on  tlic  Knssiaii  ini<i  I'lihilof  Isliiiids,  hy  proliibitinn  tVoiii 
tilt' killiii;;' of  tiMiiiilcs  and  liiiiitiii;*'  tlir  nnnibci- of  males  killed  in  racli 
year.  A  statement  of  tli<>  seals  killed  on  Ijohos  Island  is  lieieto  an- 
nexed ami  marked  Kxliihit  10.  from  wliieli  it  appears  that  there  is  a 
re^nlar  annnal  snpply  obtaineil  from  that  sonree,  which  shows  no  dimi- 
nution. 

(V)  There  are  also  a  eertain  nnnd)er  of  skins  sold  in  London,  obtained 
from  lookerii's  at  or  near   the   ('a|M'  of  (inod   Hope, 
the  (:\act   nundier  of  which   deponent   is  not  able  to 
state,  but  which.  In'  is  informed,  shows  a  steady  yield. 

The  statements  nniiked  A,  l>,  (',  I),  and  K,  herennt(»  ajtpended,  have 
been    (-arefnlly   jncpart'd  by   nu'   jtersonally,  ami  the 

liunres  therein  stated  have  been  compiled  bv  uh' from   ..^ .■•  ..i  inrHiina 

the  several   sale   catalojtnes  of  (1.  M.  LampsiHi  «S:  ('o. 
and  othi'rs  from  my   private  bo(»ks  which  I    had  kept  dnrin^  all  the 
y<'ars  covered  by  the  statcnu'nts,  and  lam  sure  that  those  statenn-nts 
are  substantially  ac<turate  and  truly   state  the  r«'si>ective   nundiers  of 
the  skins  t-an^^ht  and  scdd  which  they  purport  to  state. 

Third.  The  ni«'at  ma  jority  of  the  skins  sold  from  the  Noithwest  catch 
are  the  skins  of  female  seals.  I)ei>on«'nt  is  n<»t  able  to  state  t'xaclly 
what  proportion  of  such  skins  are  the  skins  of  femah's,  but  estimates  it 
to  be  at  least  Hij  per  cent,  and  the  skins  of  females  are 
readily  distinj;uishable  from  those  of  the  nniU's  by  rea- 
son of  the  fact  that  on  the  br«'ast  and  on  the  belly  of  the 
bearinfj  female  there  is  comparatively  little  fur,  whereas  on  the  skins 
of  the  male  seals  the  <ir  is  evenly  distributed ;  and  also  by  reason  <tf 
th«'  fact  that  the  fennile  seal  has  a  narrow  hea<l  and  the  male  seal  a 
broad  head  ami  neck;  and  the  skins  of  this  catch  are  also  distinjiiiish- 
able  from  the  "Alaska"  and  "Copper"  catch  bv  reason      ,,.,,,  ,  . 

ot  the  ta«'t  thsit  the  seals  ,ue  killed  by  bullets  or  buck  Xniiii«.Hi  sUinsiin.i 
shot,  (u-  si)eared,  and  not,  as  on  the  Pribilof  and  i\m\-  Alaska ,.n.i(  op,,,, •. 
mamler  Islands,  by  clubs.  Marks  of  such  bidleta  or  buckshot  or  sjiears 
are  clearly  disi'ernible  in  the  skins,  and  there  is  a  marked  dilference  in 
the  commercial  value  of  the  fennile  skins  and  of  the  male  skins.  This 
fact,  that  the  N(>rthwest  skins  are  so  larj^ely  the  skins  of  femah's,  is 
furtlier  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  in  nuiiiy  of  the  eaily  sales  of  such 
skins  they  are  classified  in  deponent's  books  as  the  skins  «»f  "females." 

Fourth.  Deponent  further  says  that  in  his  judgment  the  absolute 
prohibition  of  pelagic  sealing, /.  e.,  the  killing  of  seals 
in  the  open  sea,  whether  in  the  North  Pacitic  or  the  He  Jy.'*''"''"""  "*'" ' 
ring  Sea  is  net'essary  to  the  preservation  of  the  seal 
herds  now  surviving,  by  reason  of  the  tact  that  most  of  the  females  so 
killed  are  heavy  with  young,  and  that  necessarily  the  in<nease  of  the 
species  is  diminished  by  their  killing.  And  further,  from  the  fact  that 
a  large  number  of  females  are  killed  in  the  Bering  Sea  while  on  the 
search  for  food  after  the  birth  of  their  young,  and  that  in  consequence 
thereof  the  pups  die  for  want  of  nourishment.  Depcment  has  no  per- 
sonal ki  owledge  of  the  truth  of  this  statement,  but  he  has  intbrmation 
in  respect  of  the  same  from  ])ersons  who  have  been  on  the  Pribilof  Is- 
lands, and  he  believes  the  sanu^  to  be  true.  Deponent  further  says  that 
this  opinion  is  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the  present  restriction 
imposed  by  Russia  ami  the  Tnited  States  on  the  killing  of  seals  in  their 
respe<^tive  islands  are  to  be  maintained,  otherwise  it  would  be  nei-es- 
.^ary  to  impose  such  restrictions  as  well  as  to  in-ohibit  pelayic  sealing  in 
order  to  preserve  the  herds. 


tt. 
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Fiftli.  Deponent  i«  tiirtlioi'  of  the  opinion,  from  liis  loij<i- ol»sorvation 
iind  liandlinji  of  tlie  skins  of  the  several  eatelies  that 


.'ilaska  mill  ( 
skiiiH   ifiii 
liiiislialilt-. 


]>\<vy 


iiiy  iiisiin    tlie  skins  of  tlie  A  hiska  atid  ( 'opper  (-atches  are  readily 
distinf^nislinble  fioin  eaili  otlier  an<l   that   the   herds 
from  whieli  such  skins  are  obtained  do  not  in  faet  inteiuiinfile  with  eaeh 
otl'er,  because  the  skins  chissiiied  nnder  the  head  of 


Urnlftilii  not  iiiiii;{lf.  .  ,  ,  j.    j-  i  ^i  •  i 

(  o]>per  cjitch  are  not  iiaind  anions*  the  consij^ninents 
of  skins  received  from  the  Alaska  catcli.  and  rice  rrrsti. 

Sixth.  Deponent  further  says  that  tlie  distincti()n  between  the  skins 
of  the  several  catches  is  so  nnirked  that  in  his  Jnd "anient  he  would,  tor 
instance,  have  had  noililliculty  had  there  been  included  anuui^'  1(I(>,U(»(( 
skins  in  th«^  Alaska  catch,  1,()(K>  skins  of  the  Cojiper  catch  in  dislin- 
fi'nishing  the  1,(HK>  Copjier  skins  and  scpaiatiu};  them  fnini  the  01»,(MM> 
Alaska  skins,  or  that  any  other  person  with  e<|nal  or  h'ss  experieiu-e  in 
the  handling;'  of  skins  would  be  equally  able  to  distinj;uish  them.  Ami 
in  the  same  way  dejtonenr  thinks  from  his  own  personal  experience  in 
handling' skins  that  he  would  have  no  difliculty  wliat<'\er  in  sejKtratinjj^ 
the  skins  «>f  the  Northwest  catch  friun  the  skins  of  the  Alaska  catcii  by 
reas«)n  ef  the  fact  that  they  ai'e  the  skinsalmost  exclusively  of  females, 
and  als<»  that  the  fur  u|>on  Ihe  bearinj;'  fenuile  seals  is  much  thinner 
than  up(»u  the  skin  of  the  mah^  seals;  th"  skin  of  the  animal  while 
])r«'}inanr  beinj;'  extended  an<l  the  fur  extended  '>ver  a  larjie  area. 

Seventh.  l>eponent  says  that  the  number  of  peisons  who  are  employed 
in  the  hamlliny. dressinj;,  dveiny.  cuttiiiy,  andnmnufac 

Kxtfiit    (if    fur 
tliistry  in  I.oiiilnii. 


■S' 


turinj;  of  seal  skins  in   the  city  of    London   is  about 
L'.OdO.  many  of  whom   are  skilhMl  laborers  <'arninn°  sis 
hifi'h  as  £',i  or  £i  a  week.     Deponent  estimates  the  amount  i)aid  in  the 
city  of  liondo':   for  waj-cs  in  the  i)reiMration  of  fur-s»'al  skins  for  a 


manutactuiei 
pIov«'s,  prior 
Jt;iO(),(K)(>  per 

))  I'  st  r  II  r  t  i  nil 
tliri'iili'iifil. 

mination  of  tl 


'"s 

uses, 

.ind 

to 

the  l)( 

'^111 

ai  nuni: 

ant 

if  this  p( 

ol. 

tion  of  b 

when 

tin. 

he 

seals 

in  t 

exclu<linji>'  the  wajios  of  manufactun'rs'  em 
ninji"  of  the  pelaj^ic  sealiiiji'  in  188."),  at  about 
1  (h'ponent  further  says  that  in  his  judgnuMit 
'lajiie  sealin^i'  be  not  proliibiti'd,  it  is  a  ques 
lit  a  few  years,  probably  not  more  than  three, 
}  industry  will  cease,  by  reason  of  the  exter- 
he  same  way  in  whicii  they  have  been  exter- 


minated on  the  South  Sea   Islands  by  reason  of  no  rcstriitions  beinj, 
iin|iosed  upon  their  killing'. 

Am'HKd  Fhap'.ir. 

(Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  April,  18!)L*. 

KmviN    T.  K'icK, 
Anfari/  I'lihlic,  Xcic  York  CouDti/, 


ExiiiiiiT  A. 


Salted  Alanl{(i  t'lir-niul  unlit  in   Lontlon. 


Tear. 

SkiiiM. 

u,  iMir. 

IIHI.  H!I6 

UI1.L'4H 
'.HI.  l.VI 

ii!i.  r.:!4 

!KI.  •J(17 
7."i.  410 
IHI.  ill  1 

'  'oar. 
ls7it 

Skinn. 

1S70 

ion,  (i:i<i 

1(111    tlit 

1K7I 

l.'^hO 

IK",'.' 

IsKl 

III!  Il"l 

in7:i 

ih.si; 

Kill,  mo 

I  k74 

\mt 

7."i.  Ill  1 

I K75 

1KK4 

1H(<5 

Hit.  «H7 

IH7(1    

9!l  71!! 

1877 

ISSrt 

nil.  !ll>> 

1878 

1^87 

UILIIKI 

ISMS. 
ISH!t  . 


IWU 


Vt'ar. 


SkinH. 


ini.lHHl 

too.  Oilll 

•J,l,  1HI4 

'4.  I.">K 

i:t,  47;i 


Tiplal 1,877,077 


*  i'diiil  HkliiH. 
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Out' 


Year. 


1X72 

!S7:i 

1S74 

1>7.-. 

is;(i 

1.S77 

iS7S 

lt<7!» 


Eximur  H. 

Sulltil  ('iijifHr  Inland  fiir-smi  Hold  in  Londun. 


Skiiirt. 


Yt-ar. 


SkiiiH. 


Vrar. 


?.!»*•_'       \W{\ :w..«t«>       IHSS 

•JI.IJU       l>:.-<1 4-".  ■Jll»       Ixsil 

.)ii,:il!i      l.'-H.' :t>.«  lill      isiKi    

;;4. 47!i       ISKi :;ii.  ."iiKi       Is'M 

;r!/J!i.-  i  1SK4 -jti.  ii7r>     i>!rj 

■J.'i.  :is(i   ;  iss.'i 4^.  !i3 

•IMIIMI       |S.-l(i 41,7:iL'  Tiital. 

^x,-jii   .  1SS7 ri4,r«h4 


Skins. 


4ti.  :i:i:: 
47.411; 

ll.'i.  4.<il 
17.  II-.'.-. 
:iO,  H7H 

7tiH,  (I'tO 


EXIIIIIIT   ('. 

Stilled  XiirlhirrHl  coaxl   fiir-sinl  sl:iiis  •'old  in   London,  /irior  to  prliuin-  ne,alinij  in  Bering 

Sea. 


1«7'J i     1,029  1877 188'.' 

187:t 1878 '  •-'•14       188:t  . 

1874 4,!lii»  18711 Vl.-lVl       1884. 

1K7.'> l.tUti  1880 8,!i;0  

1870 •J.IWJ  1881 1     9,1197  Total «4,:«)0 

I  I  I 


Suited  Xorlliwetil  roust  r'nr-xeul  xhins.  ilrexned  nnil  di/iil  in   London  (but  not  xold  there.) 
token  prior  lo  jx loijic  xntlinij  in  lierimi  Sni, 


1872  . 
I87;i. 
1874  . 
1 87.")  . 
187ti  . 


Y<OT. 


I  SkiiiR. 


tino  1877. 

4(1  1>78  . 

Vll  \X1\)  . 

."i78  \!iX\\  . 

1,002  1881. 


Year. 


>kiii)<. 

Year. 

Skiiw. 

77'J 

1R82  . 

iss.t  . 
1>84  . 

11,  1.')!t 

•-'.  4:14 

(i,  :i>.-i 

•J.  :i!l7 
4.  .'102 

.■),  .800 

Total 

10.11.-, 
4li,  21.-| 

Dry  wrilnrixt  <iuixl  J'nr-xeol  shins  solil  in  London  /irinr  lo  fnltifiii-  siiiUnt/  in  Iterinij  Sin. 

I  SkiiiN. 


Yt'ur. 


Skius 


Yonr. 


1  ;8 . 

1  Slill  . 

1870  . 

1871  . 

1872  . 
187:t  . 


2.141 

1874 

l.(>71 

ls7.-« 

l,..7li          

1"  4!l.-i 

1.K77              

14,  .-p.-<4 

ls78 

801 

1870 

Year. 


SkiiiR. 


1880  . 

i.:t.-,t  '   iHsi  . 

!tO:!  |,sh2  . 

1.  17:!  \XK\  . 

012  1S84  . 
018 


tIKO 
:i21 
:!!iii 


Total 42,"«7 


Of  tlie  skins  sold  in  1871  nnd  ISTl'  ii  very  hii^ic  prttptirlioii  wcir  tin* 
iicciiniiihition  of  the  K'ussiiiii  .\nMM'if:iii  ('oinpiiiiv  iind  sold  hy  tlicni 
after  the  inucliiist'  of  AliisUa  '  \  tin*  riiitcd  States. 


lliMAlMiri  A  llON. 


Year.        Skim. 


Saltfil  NkiiiH  mild  in  I.oiiiloii 1872-1884       04.  :tO(! 

Salli'il  »kiiis  (Insscil  anil  ilvi'd  in  l.iimlon 1872  Ixhl       40.  2I.'> 

1)|\  skins  sold  in  London  '. 1808  lMi*|        42,707 


(irand  total. 


ir>:i,  :i48 


!!;''i 


i 

mm 


r- 
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Exhibit  D. 


Drii  northwest  coaitt  fin'-acal  sJiinH  sold  in  London  after  commencement  of  j)elagic  Healintf  in 

Jierinij  Sea. 


Year. 

Skins. 

j 

l.,">2() 
!t7!t 

2,  «4;t 

Year. 

1.2.52 
22H 
oDSt 

Year. 

Skins. 

"•  SS.'i  . . 

ISKH 

IWIl 

1  (ik:i 

IKXIi 

1  HH'.I 

Total 

]hS7 

1H!)U.. 

K,  (kl4 

ISallal  northiivnt  roust  fur-Hcal  skins  dresHx^l  and  dried  in  London  {hut  not  sold  there)  taken 
after  the  commencement  of  pelagic  seoUng  in  licrin<j  sea. 


v\:i 


Year. 

Skins.  1                  Year. 

1 

Skins. 

'                 Year. 

Skins. 

JHS,") 

10,fi07    '   1»87 

15  087      1888 

3,  ,'iR!l 

'  1889  

2,017 

Ifi8t! 

1,  i)3() 

j           Total 

ii 

30, 2'.I0 

Iiiadilition  tu  abuvu  it  is  L'stiuiated  that  from  2u,U00  to  30,000  skins  have  been  dressed  and  dyed  in  the 
l"iiited  fitates. 

E.  T.  K.,  Jr,, 
Notary  PubUc. 
Forward. 


i'' 


iialtcd  norihuest  coast  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London  after  commencement  of  pelagic 

sealing  in  Jkring  Sea. 


Year. 

Skins. 

Year. 

Skins. 

1                  Year. 

Skins. 

18K"> 

1 

2.078 

17.!MK» 

:«).  <)07 

3(1, 818 

1889. 
1890. 
1891  . 

1       39  .Wl 

1892* 

og  ogt 

..'..'       38!31ii 
'       54,180 

Total 

254, 008 

lh,><8 

*  To  date. 


EEC  APITUL  AT  ION. 


Di'V  skins  sold  in  London 

Siilleil  skin.i.  ilresscd  anil  d.viil  in  London,  lull  not  sold  then 
SmIIi'iI  skins,  dressed  iUid  d.\ed  in  I'nilid  States,  esllnnited  . . 
Sidled  skins  sold  in  London 


Year. 


tiriinil  total . 


188.T-1891 

188,".- 1 889 
1885-1889 
1885-1892 


Exhibit  E. 

Salted  Lobos  Island  fur-seal  sold  in  London. 


Year. 

1873 

1874 

I.S75 

1870 

1877 

^878 

»87'.t 

1880 


Skins. 


fl.  956 

8,  509 
8.  179 

Ili.OOO 
12.  :i(ll 
12.  29.'i 
14.805 


Skins. 


8.604 

39.200 

30.  (10(1 

254,  (108 


331,962 


Year. 

Skins. 

Year. 

Skins. 

i881 

13,  ,509 
13, 200 
12,801 
10.2,58 
10,9,53 
13.(HI7 
11,008 
20,747 

1889. 

1890  . 

1891  . 
1892' 

I 

8  755 

1882 

18  .541 

18,S3 

15  834 

1884 

4  80(1 

I>'H5 

L'otal 

1S80 

247,  777 

1887 

1888 

*  To  date. 
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f)epo.sition  of  AlJ'reil  Frasrr,  mi'iiihrr  of  tlir  finn  of  C.  M.  Ijtdtqtsomi-  Co., 

furriers,  Loiuloit. 

genkual  skalskin  industry. 

Statk  of  Nkw  Yokk, 

Citif  ami  Coinitji  of  Xcir    York,  us: 

AUVcmI  Frascr,  bciiiji'  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  a  incnihcr  uf  the  firm 
r.  M.  Lanipsoii  vK:  Co.,  of  London,  and  the  person  dosciilwd  in  and  \vli»» 
ViMilicd  an  allida^it  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  lSi»2,  relating-'  to  the  fur  seal 
industry.    The  tables  hereto  annexed  marked  A,  li,  (J,  I).   K,  and  F 
have  lieeu  prepared  l»v  me  from  the  printed  catalogues      ,      ,     ,    ,      , 
ot  public  aucdoii  sales  m  London  ot  lur-seal  skins  and 
also  from  my  private  menuu'anda,  and  from  my  knowl-      liii.ics    siMiwin' 
edji'e  and  information  of  the  fur-seal  industry  1  believe  rmmiipror  sUins  s<m 
them  to  be  correct  in  every  particular.     Said  tables  tins  t»'i,<iri.''"''' ''"'"' 
state  all  of  tiie  salted  fni-seal  skins  of  the   Alaska, 
C<»ppcr,  northwest  coast,  and  Lobos  catches,  which,  accordinj;'  to  th«! 
said  catalojiues  and  menKU'anda,  were  sold  at  public  auction  in  London 
between  the  years  1<S({S  and  18!)1,  to;;etlier  witii  the  aveiajiC  pric(!  i)er 
skin  obtained  durinji'  each  of  said  years  for  the  aforesaid  skins. 

Alfkkd  Fbasku. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  ."ith  day  of  .Fuly,  ISIL*. 

IsiiAJ,.]  '  I-'K'HDIv.    F.   FlSHKIt. 

Xntart/  I'lihlic,  Kimjs  Coutity. 
((Jertilicate  liled  in  New  York  County.) 

Exiiinrr   V. 

S-illfd   .tlilthd    I'lll-xriil  sold  ill    I.diiiIdii    O'diii    1S71   lo   lSf)l. 


Viitr. 


1H7 
1K7 
IH7 
IH7 
187 
1X7 
1«7 
1X7 
1.S7 


Skins. 


lii'MM'iii'r 
1    Hkiii  . 


». 

(/. 

!t,  illi.". 

■1\ 

H 

Kill.  H!ll! 

\> 

'1 

Ill),  -js:) 

44 

1(1 

Inl.LMh 

't'S 

11 

»o,  15(1 

:>-i. 

li 

01).  t!;i4 

."■.o 

y 

illl,  2ti7 

:i4 

4 

7.">.  110 

:;!) 

11 

U'J,  nil 

(iU 

•1 

Yiiir. 


1S7!». 
IHHII. 
ISHl. 

IMH.'t 
1HS4. 

1  Hi>:i . 

IHHIi. 

W87. 


Skins. 


1011. 
100. 

!«». 
KKI. 

7.">. 

!l!l. 

'.Ml. 


iisn 
ir.i 

021 

100 

014 

;io 

010 
040 


Aveiiiu*' , 
skin. 


I. 

M 
01 
70 

W-\ 

■A 


it. 
0 


Year. 


1 HKH 

ISSO 

IKOO 

l.-^OII 

isai 


Skins. 


'  A  vi'ia^jo 

piiif  per 

skin. 


liiO.  noil 
inn.  iHin 

•J I.  004 
4.  l.'iH 

•:i,47;! 


*.  (/. 

"  '  II 

07  0 
14ti  0 

08  <! 
125  0 


r»7 

•> 

Tula!  . 

1,H77 

077 

tifl 

3      - 

1 

56 

0     ' 

1 

F'xinniT  15. 

SaUcd  ('(ipixr  Ixlniiil  fnr-xnil  -lolil  hi  I.ontluii  in  ihv  i/tiifs  ISJd  tit  /S!)J. 


Year. 


1X70. 
1X71. 
1.-^7-.'. 

i.<<7:i. 
1X7». 
lX7."i. 
1X70. 
1x77. 
1X78. 


Skins. 


Avurnifcll 

inii'P  iMT 

skin. 


Y.'ar. 


».       (i. 

12.  o:iii 

IX     X 

il,  .".22 

21     4 

7.  1X2 

:i:i    0 

21.(114 

:m   0 

;io,  :i40 

40     0 

:i4,470 

41     0 

;t:).  20X 

24  111 

2.'.,  :ixu 

20     li 

10.000 

I'll! 

:ix    n 
1 1 

1H70. 

IXXII, 
1X81. 
1XH2. 

ixx:i. 

1XX4. 
lHX."i. 
IXHIt. 
1XX7. 


Averitfc 

kins. 

prnr  \»r 

skin. 

(.    it. 

2H,211 

.17    0 

:tx.  XX5 

XO     11 

4:1,  209 

(10     11 

mill 

4.'5     C. 

:i(l.  .'iOD 

;w   :i 

20,  075 

.')»    u 

4X,  020 

:i7    0 

41.7.-.2 

40    0 

.-.4, 5X4 

40    0 

Vi'ar. 


'-<X. 
1  '.so. 
IXlMt. 
1X01. 
1X02. 


lAviTaiir 


Tiital 


kins. 

piiri'  per 

skin. 

«.     (f. 

4(1,  :i:i.'i 

:ix    ;i 

47,41(1 

.50     (i 

05  4x0 

72     1 

17.(I2.'> 

04     H 

illl,  07X 

0«    0 

780,048 


30 


i 
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testimony. 
Exhibit  C. 


Salted  Xorthwent  coast  far-seal  akina  sold  in   London  prior  to  pelagic  senliny  in   Bering 

Sea. 


Year. 

Skins. 

Avcnijje 

pricf  por 

okiD. 

Year. 

Skins. 

..\  vernal' 

price  pur 

.skin. 

Year. 

Skin.s. 

Aveia;;!! 

price  per 

skill. 

\HT2 

1.02!) 

«.  li. 
9    9 

1 
1K77 -- - 

X.     (/. 

1  Hif-2 

11.717 
•J.:n9 
9,  -dvi 

.1.    ,1. 
'Jl      :i 

lK7:i  

lij78 

•J(i4 

I'J.'JIJ 

8, 9119 

9,  997 

42    f, 

5:i    ,-) 
S7    0 

ai    7 

188:i... 

■'.■>    Id 

IH74  

4.  !»4!» 
I.lUti 
■J.  04'J 

;14     7 

:«■)   « 
•Jl    4 

1879 

1884 

■'7      " 

1M75     

IHHO 

Total.. 

lH7ti 

1881 

64,  :ititi 

Exhibit  D. 

Salted  Xorthuest  coast  fur-seal  skins  sold   in   London   after  commencement  of  pelaijic 

sealin;/  in  liering  Sea. 


Year. 

• 

Skills. 

A  vor.l^'e 

price 
per Hkin. 

1 

Year. 

1 

|Avera;ie 
Skins.    1     price 
jperHkin. 

Year. 

Skins. 

!AveraL;(i 

price 
per  skin. 

IHS.'i     

•J.  078 
17.!KI9 

IHi,  HOT 

;)fl.8i8 

1 

i.  d. 
L'O     1 

■:h   8 
,iii  11 

liO   10 

1889   

:i9.  .Mi:!       ;t9   ."> 
:i8, :;i.".        lio  id 

54,  180          02     0 

i              1 

1892   

Total  . . 

28. 298 

*.  d. 
41     7 

188K 

18!  Ill 

1 887 

|«91 

254, 008 

1888 

t 

*To  March  23. 

Exhibit  E. 

Salted  Lohos  Inland  fnrmul  skins  sold  in  London. 


Year. 


187.'!. 
1874. 
1875. 
187ti. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
188(1. 


Skins. 


.\vern!;e 

jirice  |icr 

skill. 


R.  n.Vi  I 
8,  .'.09 
8.179 

li.:(.'.:t 
n.iHio 
12.  :i«l 

12.295 
14. 8«5 


».    ll. 

(') 

C) 
(I 
(') 
14     'i 

:)5    f 

42    r 

41     1 


Year. 


1881. 
1882. 
188:t. 
1884. 
1885. 
188(). 
1887. 
1888. 


Skins. 


i:t,.5(i9 
i:i.  2dd 
12.801 
l(i.  258 

1(1, 9.'.:i 
i;i.  (!()7 

11.0(i8 
20,  747 


.Average 

price  per 

skill. 


t.  li. 
:il  1 
10  5 
19    0 


14 

1 

k; 

0 

18 

fi 

17 

;t 

20 

u 

I  '  .\  vi'i'ayo 

Year.  Skins,     priii'  per 


18,-i9.. 
1890.. 
1891.. 
18921. 


Total 


8,  7.">5 
18.511 
15.  8.14 

4,  8(K) 

247,  777 


skill. 


«.    d. 
25    0 
111     9 

:i:!  11 

25    4 


*  Unknown. 


t  To  date. 


Exhibit  F. 

Salted  Jlaska  fur-seal  skins  sold  in  London  in  the  i/rars  ISHS  io  1S71  taken  prior  to  the 

leasing  of  the  I'rihilof  islands 


Year. 


Skins. 


1808. 
18(19. 
1870. 


28, 220 
121.  820 
1 lU, 51 1 


!  Avnraue 

jirice  per 

skin. 


».    d. 

24  8  h  1871. 

25  0  ', 
20    8l  Total 28(l,(i(i2    . 

ll  I  I 
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DepoHition  of  Arthur  Jlirschel,  member  of  the  firm  if  Uirschel  d*  Meyer, 

furriers,  London. 

GENKKAL   SEALSKIN   INDl'STRY. 


State  of  Xew  York, 

City  and  County  of  Xeir   YorJi,  sn : 

Arthur  Ilirscliel,  Ikmiij;'  duly  sworn,  says:  I  am  39  years  of  age,  a 
British  subject,  and  a  resident  of  London,  Knghmd.  . 

I  ani  and  tor  tin'  jtast  twenty  years  have  been  a  mem-  ''i''"'''i'^«' 
ber  of  the  tirni  of  Ilirschel  &  Meyer,  wliieh  transacts  a  general  fnr 
luisiness  at  London,  with  branch  establishments  at  Paris,  Leijtzig, 
Moscow,  Shanghai,  and  elsewhere.  About  one-tenth  part  of  the  (irm's 
business  consists  in  dealing  in  fur-seal  skins,  of  which  abimt  ir»,()(»0  are 
annually  bought  by  it.  I  am  familiar  with  the  character  and  extent 
of  tin'  fur  seal  industry  in  London,  and  I  believe  chat  the  following 
data  relating  to  it  aie  correct. 

A  large  cai)ital,  the  amount  of  which,  however,  it 
would  be  dirticult  to  estinmte,  is  invested  in  the  busi-   i^S'i.  ""''   """" 
ness  of  selling  raw  fur-seal  skins.     Two  Hrms  own  large 
warehouses,  and  one  of  them  expensive  cold-storage  vaults,  jtortions 
of  whicli  are  used  exclusively  for  the  purjwse  of  storing  fur-seal  skins. 

Ai>out  seven  Hrms  are  engaged  in  the  diessiug  and  dyeing  <>f  seal 
skins,  of  which  a  very  nuu-li  larger  anmunt  is  d(»n«'  in  Lcuidon  than  in 
any  other  city  in  the  world.  In  this  branch  of  the  fur-seal  imlustry 
tlu'i'e  are  invested  about  jli8(>,()(l(>  in  peinianent  i>lant.  which  would 
beconu'  entirely  useless  if  the  seal-skin  industry  were  to  i-ome  to  an 
end. 

Abnut  12,000  dressed  and  dyed  Alaska  fur-seal  skins,  which  may  bo 
valued  at  £5  a  skin,  are  annually  nmnufactured  into 
garments  in  London,  an«l  a  very  nuu-h  larger  propor-   yi,'ju,''.',tt.>,h'i'i'l,n.iim^^ 
tion   of  Copper  and   Ncuthwest   coast    skins  are  so 
ccMisunu'd. 

The  seal-skin  imlustry  furnishes  occupation  to  woi-kingmen  in  Lon- 
don as  follows:  To  about  600  dressers  and  dyers;  to 
alxuit  1,400  cutters,  nailers,  sewers,  and  other  laborers 
engaged  in  nmnufacturing  seal-skin  articles.  Many  of  those  employed 
as  above  tire  skilled  labmers,  who,  in  any  other  emidoynu'ut,  would  be 
but  ordinary  laborers.  Some  of  them  liave  been  engaged  in  this  in- 
dustry from  childhood.  In  the  fiu-egoing  no  account 
is  taken  of  the  numerous  clerks,  salesmen,  and  jutrters,  fuj.^!^'''''"'  "'"'  """"' 
of  whom  large  numl>ers  owe  tlu'ir  nu'ans  of  support  to 
the  tiade  in  fur-seal  skins. 

I  believe  that  in  round  numbers  the  capital  invested  in  this  industry 
in   L<»ndon  amiumts  to  £1,(M)0,000,  and  that  when  a 
full  Alaska  cat<!h  canu'  to  nuirket  the  weekly  amount 
expended  in  wages  in  connection  with  all  the  catches 
was  about  i:2,.">00  or  i:;5,(M)0  a  week. 

The  l)usine8s  of  dealing  in  fur-seal  skins  has  of  late  entere«l  into  a 
speculative  stage,  which  is  doing  it  much  injury.  The  ,.^„^,.,„  „„,,.,.t„i„ 
trade  can  no  longei'  know  with  cei'tainty  when  and  «(imiiii..ii..i hk^  mar. 
in  what  (juantiti«'s  seal  skins  will  be  placed  upon  the  •"' 
market.  To  renu'dy  this  I  am  of  the  opinion  tiuit  here-  I'miiiiution  mrus- 
after  skins  should  be  taken  only  trom  auinuils  of  the  '""^' 


Workiiii'ii  criiiiloyed. 


<  \i|iital  iiivHMtt'il  iiihI 
a^fi's  paiil  ill  I.iimIoii. 
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TESTIMONY. 


]i 


iiiiile  st'x  and  upon  liiiid,  under  (loverniiicnt  rof'tiliitions  sucli  as  liave 
Iieretoforc  oxistiMl. 

AWTUi  K    lllRSCIlHL. 

Sworn  to  bt'fore  nu'  tins  21st  day  of  Jun«',  IS'.L'. 

[SKAL.J  (IKOKGK    KlSSINi^KK,  .1 !{., 

^'otat'i/  I'lihlic  {No. !)!)),  City  ami  Comity  of  New  York. 


Jh'poftition  of  Sit'  (icorffc  Curtis  Ijampsou,  barouct,  nenil  of  the  firm  of 
C.  M.  lj(iiiip.son  d'  Co.,fiirrirr.s,  London. 

fiENKHAL   SEALSKIN   INDISTRY. 

Sir  (iO(nji<'  <"nrtis  liaMi]>son,  baronet,  bcin;"'  didy  sworn,  doth  depose 
and  say: 

(1 )  Tliat  lie  is  5S  yoiirsofajje  and  a  subject  of  llei  Britannic  Majesty. 
That  he  is  theson  ;in<l  snccessor  of  the  late  SirCnrti «  lianipson,  baronet, 
who  f(Minded  thehonseof  (',  M.  Laiapson about  tiie  year  l.s;>((.  Thatdep()- 
nent  is  at  the  i>res«'nt  tinier  the  head  of  the  tirni  of  i\  M.  Iiani[»son  »S: 
Co.,  doinj;'  l>nsiness  at  (!+ Queen  street,  in  the  city  of  London.  That  the 
business  of  said  tirni  is  that  of  coinniissi<»n  inerehiints,  «'n<;a^ed  in  sell- 
ing and  in  bnyinjf  (m  coininission  fur  skins(»f  various  kinds.     That  his 

said  Hriii  now  handle  and  for  many  years  last  past  have 
,x|t<i len.'...  handled  a  j^reater  nund»er  of  skins  of  fur-seals  than  all 

theother  firms  in  theworld  put  tooether,and  that  iie  hasa  j;eneral  knowl- 
e(lj;e  of  the  <'haia<'ter  of  the  business  of  buyinji'  an<l  selling;'  fur-seal 
skins.    That  his  ]>artner,  Mr.  Kmil  Teiehmaun.  has  si 
Ktiiii    Tt'irh-   more  detailed  and  technical  knowIed}>e  of  the  business 
than  dep<ment,  and  can  depost^  in  respect  t()  the  tech- 
nical aspects  of  the  business  in  more  detail  and  with 
greater  accuracy  than  depoiumt  would  wish  to  do. 

(2)  That  the  way  in  which  the  business  of  the  firm  of  ('.  M.  L.imp- 
son  «&  Co.  is  c()uducted  at  the  present  time  in  respe<-t  to  fnr-seal  skins 
is  briefly  as  follows: 

The  firm  receives  consifjiiments  of  fnr-seal  skins   froni   the   North 
From   win.m   t  ii <■   American  Commercial  Company  which  as  de|>onent  is 
tiiiM  ivc.iv.siDiisijiii    informe<l  has  a  lease  from  the  I'nited  States  (jiovern- 
in.iiisu  a  Ills.  mentof  the  right  to  kill  fur-seals  on  the  Pribilof  Islands 

in  the  Bering  Sea,  from  the  Russian  Seal  Skin  Comi»any  which,  as  de- 
ponent is  intbi-med  have  a  lease  from  the  IJussian  trovernment  of  a 
riji'ht  to  kill  fur-seals  on  the  Konnnondorski  and  Koben  Islands  and 
larj-e  consignments  of  fur-seal  skins  are  also  nuule  to  deponent's  firm 
by  the  Hrni  of  Hermann  Ijiebes  «!<:  Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  C  S.  A. 
These  three  menlicmed  firms  or  companies  are  the  ])rincipal  consignt'cs 
of  seal  skins  to  the  deponent's  firm.  The  consignments 
when  received  are  «luly  catalogued  and  sales  at  puldic 
au«*tion  of  these  skins  and  of  those  of  any  other  i'onsignments  whi«!h 
there  nuiy  be  are  held  in  the  months  of  -lanuary,  March,  and  October. 
That  at  such  sales  there  are  present  in  jterson  or  by  representative 
all  the  leading  dealers  doing  l)usiiu'S8  in  the  city  of  London  and  all  the 
other  markets  in  the  world.  The  total  nnndier  of  buy- 
ers does  not  average  more  than  fifty,  and  a  list  of  all 
the  buyers  is  hereto  annexed  and  maiked  A.  The  major  part  o*"  '.'.,*i 
skins  purchased  are,  however,  purchased  by  a  comparatively  small 
numlier  of  lirms.  Deitonenfs  own  firm  as  the  I'.gents  of  deah'rs  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada  are  also  among  the  [uincipal  buyers. 


.Mr 
iiiaiii 
lipii . 


Loiiiloii  traili'  sales. 
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RFAT-SKIX    IMH.STUY    IN    ORKAT    URITAIN. 


5()5 


Tliaf  down  to  witliin  (mo  or  two  yours  ii<>'o  the  skins  so  i)iircliasc(l  by 
till'  priiifii>jil  buyers,  or  at   least  a  yreat  iiia.i(»rity  of 
tlieiii,  were  alti'r  such  ])urehase  eoiisi;ine(l  to  the  iirin 
of  V.  VV,  Martin  »S:  Sons,  by  mIiomi  tliev  were  dressed,   \\\ 


('.    W.     Martin      .So 


uri'sstTs 


skins 


iinil 


I'lt'scnt   Monro 
siipplv  111'  «kins. 


and  tlu'  most  of  the  skins  also  dyed  l)y  them,  and  hav-   ,''"''>  "'     i"i"'ii'i«i 

1  1  I  1     1         1  "xi         '  ^1  »    i       '"".vers. 

inji"  been   so  dressed   and  dyed,  they  are  then  sent  to 

tin'  dealers  an«l  manufaeturers  of  fur  (dothiii};'  in  various  parts  of  the 

world. 

(i)  That  the  history  of  the  fur-seal  skin  business,  an<l  the  sourct's  ()f 
its  supply,  haye  been  fully  and  correctly  described  by  deponent's  part- 
ner, Mr.  lOniil  T«'ichmann,  and  deponent  was  present  at  the  time  when 
the  deitosition  of  Mr.  Teichiuann  was  dictated  to  the 
shorthand  writer.  The  principal  presi'iit  sources  of  the 
supply  of  the  seal-skin  maiket  are  what  are  knowu  as 
the  Alaska  catch,  the  Copper  Ishunls  catch,  and  what  is  known  as  the 
Mortliwest  catch.  As  stated  by  Mr.  Teichmaun,  the  .skins  of  these 
several  cat«'hes  are  readily  distinjiinshe<l  from  t'ach  other,  and  separate 
.sets  (»f  forms  or  i»atterns  are  used  by  de|»onent's  llrm  in  .sortinj;- and  siy,- 
inj;' the  skins  of  the  three  catches.  These  didcrences  aie  emphasized 
by  the  fact  that  the  skins  of  the  three  catches  are  of  ditferent  values 
and  i»rodu<;e  in  the  market  ditferent  juices. 

The  skins  of  the  Alaska  and  Copper  Lsland  catch  are  almost  exclus- 
ively skins  of  male  seals  and   the  skins  of  the  North- 
w 


est  capture  are  in   like  manner  largely  the  skins  of  sk 


Alaska  ami  C'i>|i|><'>' 


VultllWfsl. 
tiiria.  latili. 


nii'i'asc  I 


if  Nciilli 


female  seals.  What  is  now  called  the  Northwest  catch 
was  for  many  years  known  as  the  Victoria  catch,  and 
prior  to  IS.Sf  tlie  skins  of  this  catch  came  to  the  Lon- 
don market  c.oiisi};iied  laif-ely  by  tlu'  firm  of  llermaiin  Liebes  i^t  Co.  to 
the  deponent's  tirm  and  averaj^ed  for  many  years  about  1(>,(MM>  or 
1L*,(MM>  skins  per  year.  In  1SS4  tlie  skins  of  this  catch 
be;i'an  to  increase  larj^cly  in  number,  and  the  numbers 
which  since  that  year  have  arrived  in  the  London 
market  are  stated  .vitli  substantial  accuracy  uimui  the  lists  annexed 
to  the  atlidavits  of  my  partners  Messrs.  Fraser  »S:  Teichmaun. 

(4)  l)e|Kment  says  that  what  may  b«'  de.scribed  as  the  fur-skin  biisi- 
lu'ss  has  been  built  up,  that  is  the  juodiu't,  the  fur-seal 
skin.s,  have  been  made  an  article  of  'ashion  and  com-,  '•''"  ^h'" '" 
nierce,  and  the  sales  of  such  skins  li 


wcsl  I  atcli  in  XxHi. 


ir' fly  iiH'iea.sci 


aiKlliMilt  n 


wliDsc      (Miirts 


tlu'  methods  of  diessiiif"-  and  dyeiii;^' the  same  have  been 

perfected  almost  entirely  throujih  the  iiillneiice  and  Joint  endeavors  of 

the  Alaska  Commeniial  Comi>aiiy,  tiie   Nctrth   A'tierican   Commercial 

Company,  the  liussian  Seal  Skin  Company,  deponent's  own   linn,  and 

the  linn  of  C  W.  Martin  «S:  Sons,  an<l  their  predecessors  in  the  city  of 

London. 

That  the  business  at  the  jMcsent  time  has  attained  the  rank  of  an  im- 
portant industry,  in  which  thert'  is  I'liibarked  in  the 
<'ity  o'l"  London  a  larj^e  amount  of  capital  and  upon 
which  there  is  dcpeiidi'nt  a  lary<'  uuiiiber  of  workmen 
and  employes.  The  amount  of  capital  from  time  to 
time  investi'd  in  the  business  is  rorre«'tly  stated,  de-   in"'."""*'*  i'"'"'  '" 


I'ifStlll      CXtlMlt     of 


Capital    In  vest  I'll 


I.oimIoii. 


poiieut  iH'lieve.s,  by  Mr.  Teichmaun,  at  as  mueh  as 
jC1,()00,(MK>,  and  until  within  a  year  or  two  Mie  numbers  of  i)ersons  d«'- 
peiidinji'  upon  the  industry  for  tln'ir  supixu't  has  likewi.se  been  correctly 
.stated  by  .Mr.  Teichmanii.  apjuoxiniately  at  L',(MM>  persons,  receivinj;  (Ui 
an  avcrajic  a  weekly  wap'  of  .'>(•  shillinjis,  and  most  of  them  having  lam- 
ilies  dc^ieudeut  UiMHi  their  labors  tor  their  support. 
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J)niiiig  the  last  twoyoars  tlu'  (liiiiinution  and  ivrojinlarity  of  the  sup- 
, .  .  ,  .     i>lv  of  fur  ami  seal  skins  has  caused  sonio  dccrcasi*  in 

l>iiiiiiiutiiin  aiKi  ir-    !i  ^       j-  i    ■       >.i        ■      i       >.  i      ^ 

r.aiiiaiii,v  ill  siipi.i.v  the  aniouut  oi  persons  enya^icu  in  tlie  nidustry,  but 
two" viais ''''"'"  '""*'  <l<'l><>"«''d  is  not  aide  to  state  exa<'tly  to  what  extent 
sueli  decrease  has  taken  phice. 

A  considerable  nnniber  of  the  persons  emi»h)yed  in  this  business,  as 
deponent  is  informed,  are  not  skiHed  in  any  other  kind  of  business,  and 
sliuuld  tiie  fur-scid  inchistry  cease,  deponent  believes  that  these  i)ers(»ns 
would  be  ((bliji'ed  to  nnister  sonu'  other  trade  or  means  of  livelihood. 

Tliat  one  of  tlie  most  impoitant,  and  deponent  feels  Justified  in  say- 
N.(<s.sitv  lorar.-:.  '"^''  \'itn}  elements  in  the  maintenance  and  preservation 
uiar  anil  '.■mistairt  of  tile  busiucss  or  iudustrv  is  that  the  sui>plv  of  fur- 
snpi.iv  or  skins.  seal  skius  siiould  bc  regular  and  constant  so  "that  in- 

tending buyers  nniy  be  able  to  know  beforehand  approxinmtely  what 
the  prici'S  of  their  sto<k  in  trade  are  going  to  be,  and  that  the  people 
engaged  in  the  business  may  have  beforeliand  a  reas(uiably  detinite 
notion  of  wliat  they  shall  be  able  to  count  upon. 

("»)  Deponent  lias  no  doubt  but  that  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  industry  that  srejts  should  be  taken  to  jne- 

iJt'a  n.'.!'"^^^^^  "'"'  '*''''^*'  ^'"'  <^xi'<^i'"<**'  <d  the  seal  herd  in  the  North  I'acinc 
Ocean  and  Bering  Sea  from  the  fate  which  has  over- 
taken the  herds  in  the  South  Seas.  Of  tiu'  steps,  if  any,  which  are 
necessary,  in  order  to  accomplish  this  result,  deponent  does  not  feel 
that  he  is  in  a  ]»osition  to  state  as  he  has  no  personal  knowledge  of  the 
legulations  which  at  the  )>resent  time  exist,  i»nt  it  is  obvious  to  depo- 
nent's mind  that  regulations  of  sonu'  kind  imposed  by  S(»mebody  who 
has  authority  and  power  to  enforce  them  are  necessary  to  i>reveid  the 
ro(»keries  in  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  from  suHering  the  fate  of  the 
rookeries  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  and  Pacific  seas,  where  de])onent  is 
informed  no  restrictions  were  at  any  time  even  attempted  to  be  im- 
poscil. 

George  C.  Lampson. 

Sworn  at  04  Queen  street,  in  the  city  of  L()n(h)n,  England,  this  23d 
day  of  Ai>ril,  18512,  before  me, 

Francis  W.  Frkjout, 
Vice  awl  Dcpuifi  Coiisiil-fhncnil  of  the 
United  /States  of  America  at  London,  Enyland. 


BUYERS  OF  FlU-SKAL  SKIXS. 


LONDON. 


Allliinison  &.Qo, 
Aiil'i  I  ISi'iitlierH. 
Ueviiijjto!!  tV  Miirria. 
JJliitsitiol,  Stamp  iV  Ilriicoek. 
Jlorrns,  !{.,  *  Sons. 
(.'reaiiuT,  .1.  H.,  &.  Co. 
Dixon  A  Co.,  II. 
Kn«or,  Webi'i-  &  Co. 
Eysoldt  &  Co. 
Frit'delicry,  H. 
Felsenstein  I$i08. 
Hand,  J. 

Hirscliell  tXt  M(\v<>r. 
Holt'nian  &  Tliaw. 
Howell,  J.,  &  Co. 
lace,  T.  U. 


liiteinational  Fur  Store. 
Marsliall,  W.,  &  Co. 
Martin,  C.  W.,  A  Sons. 
M«'.v<'r8,  .J.  «fe  H. 
Ni<liola.v,  J.  A.,  iV-  Son. 
Phillips,  Politzer  A  Co. 
Poland,  P.  K.,  A  Sou. 
Poland,  Geo.,  A  Son. 
Kiiss,  C. 

Smith,  (ieo.,  &  Sons. 
Suffdcn,  C.  A.,  A  Co. 
Shitcr  A  Co. 
I'llmann,  Jos. 
V.vso  Sons  A  Co. 
Wotherspoou,  U.  &  J. 
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PAUIS. 


Greliert,  E.,  iV  (irison. 
Haii.lltT,  N..  A  Fils. 
Uurt^,  E.,  A:  Co. 


Urinnlier;;,  M.,  iV  Co. 
Donift'ldr,  a. 


Ivfvillitii  Freres. 
Ki'villou,  S. 


MCIl'/Ki. 


(iiiiiili};  &  IMiiin. 
Koni^fwiiilifcr,  II.  M. 


Tliis  i.s  tlie  itapir  writing  marki'd  A  lofcrrcd  to  in  the   ufliilavil  of  Gtor;;<'  Ciiifis 
Laiiipsoii,  sworn  bfibic  iiic  tliis  2;{(l  day  of  April,  lS!tl'. 

EijAX(  IS  \V.  Fituiorr, 
f'ia  tuid  Ihinilii  Co  xiil-ih  iiiral,  i'.  S.  A.,  London,  luitjluiid. 


Di'2)o.sition  of  Walter  Edirtird  Moifiii,  Inotl  of  thr  firm  of  ('.    W. 

tin  (t*  Sons,  furriers,  Loinlnn. 

GENERAL   SEALSKIN    INDUSTUY. 


Mar 


"VValfoi-  Edward  Martin,  beinj^'  duly  sworn,  doth  d('i)osc  as  folU)w.«(: 

First.  That  lu'  is  40  years  of  a jic,  a  subji'ct  of  Her  IJritannic  xMajcsty, 
and  lives  in  tlie  city  of  St.  Albans,  and  carries  on  bnsiness  at  4  Lambeth 
J I  ill,  in  th«'  eity  of  liOndon ;  that  he  is  the  head  of  the  tinn  of  ( '.  W.  Mar 
till  ^:  Sons,  who  are  the  sueeessors  of  the  flriii  of  Martin  &  Teiehniann, 
wliieh  linn  was  eoniiiosed  of  deponent's  father,  C.  W.  Martin,  and  Kiuil 
Teirhiiiann,  who  is  now  a  nieiiiber  of  the  HrmofC.  .M.  LainpsoiuS:  Co.,  of 
the  eity  of  London ;  that  the  said  linn  of  C.  W.  Martin  <S:  Sons  is  en;iaj;ed 
in  the  bnsiness  of  dressiiij>' and  dyeinj;"  furs  of  ali  kinds;  that  they  have 
nutil  the  last  year  and  hav«'  for  many  years  last  jiast  dressed  and  dyed 
a  lar{;er  luiniber  of  skins  of  the  fur-seal  than  all  the  other  firins  in  the 
Avorld  toficther;  that  deponent  has  made  imexaininatioiHtf  the  books  of 
liis  firm  for  the  purpose  of  seeiiij^-  precisely  the  number  of  skins  annually 
dressed  and  dyed  by  his  said  (inn  and  its  juedecessor,  but  it  is  the  fact 
tiiat  his  said  lirm  in  one  year  dressed  J.")«),00()  fur-seal  skins,  and  of  that 
number  dyed  1;U),IMI(),  and  it  is  also  the  fa<'t  that  until  within  the  last 
two  years  his  linn  dressed  upwards  of  110,000  or  120,000  skins  in  each 
year,  and  dyed  upwards  of  1(K>,(>00  skins  so  dresse(L 

That  deponent  has  been  in  the  business  of  dressinjj;  and  dyt-inj^'  fur-seal 
skins  alxmt  twenty-twc)  years;  that  he  has  i»ersonally 
handled  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  such  skins,  and  '^i'"!'""-- 
that  he  has  a  detaih'd  and  sjieciHc  knowledf^e  of  the  character  of  the 
various  sorts  of  seal  skins  and  of  the  markets  therefor,  and  that  he  has 
als«»a  general  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  seal-skin  luisiness  during 
the  whole  of  that  jieriod. 

Second.  That  the  first  seal  skins  of  which  deponent  has  any  knowl- 
e<loe  arriving  in  the   Lon<h)ii  market  were  consigned 
by  a  liiissian  company  to  the  Hnn  of  .1.  M.  ()])i»enheim   i,|,'i'',''!:,','.\"'"''  "'   "'" 
«&  Co.,  the  business  of  which  linn,  so  far  in  as  it  related         ^  ' 
to  the  dressing  and  dyeing  of  fur-seal  skins,  was  subse(|uenlly  taken 
over  by  the  firm  of  ^Martin  »S:  Teiehniann.     That  the  fur-seal  skin  busi- 
ness was  greatlv  developed  about  the  year  ISTO  through 
the  eftbrtsof  C.  M.  Lampson  .K.-  Co.;  that  about  that  ,,,/J;;;!'"'''''' "'' "' "' 
time  the  firm  of  J.  .M.  Oppcnheim  «Jt  Co.  found  great 
difficulties    in    getting    the   skins    properly    unhaired,   dressed,   and 
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I.iinilon  ti'iHlc  sales. 


dyed,  Mliirli  diflicnltif's  <'idininated  in  a  strike  of  flicir  .jjM'nitivcs 
aliout  the  year  I.S73,  the  icsnlt  of  wliicli  was  that  the  linn  of  Martin 
&  Teiehinann  took  over  tlnit  portion  of  tlie  business  of  Mcs«vs.  Op 
penheini  tS:  To.  <'oniieet«(l  with  tlie  diessinjn'  and  dyeinj;-  (»f  fur  seal 
skins  as  aforesaid  and  bepin  a  system  of  education  of  their  own  oper 
atives,  and  that  from  tliai  time  until  within  a  year  a^o  the  business  of 
dressiufi'  an<i  dyeing  skins  has  been  practically  controlled  by  the  firms 
of  .Martin  iV:  Teichmann  v^  Co.  and  <'.  \>'.  Martin  <S:  Sous,  and  has  be- 
come an  established  ami  important  industry,  in  whiclt  a  lar<;'<'  amount 
of  capital  is  invested  and  a  lar^'e  nundx'r  of  |iei'sons  employed. 

The  lirm  of  ('.  \V.  Martin  .!<:   Sons  has  employed  until  the  last  two 
Prisons   .iiii.inv.ii    \»'iiis  500  peiS(Mis,  ami  employ  at  the  present  moment 
anil  wiicfs  paiii'in    aiM>ut  4(10  pcrsous,  luost  of  wlioui  are  skilled  laborers, 
'"*"''"'•  reeeiviuj'' on  an  aveiaj;e  at  least  ."50  shillinjus  a  week, 

and  most  of  whom  have  fannlies  dependent  upon  them  for  their  sup- 
l)oit.  Deponent  estimates  that  the  total  uund)er  of 
persons  employed  directly  or  indirectly  in  the  business 
of  dressiii};,dyein<;,  haudling,  and  euttiuj?  fur-seal  skins 
up  to  within  the  last  two  years  in  the  city  of  Loudon  was  about  2,000. 
Third.  That  the  business  is  carried  on  in  the  city  of  Loudon,  briefly, 
as  follows:  Messrs.  ('.31.  Lampsou  »S:  Co.,  and  during'  the  last  two 
years  one  or  twc-  other  firms,  advertised  the  annual 
sah's  of  fur  seal  skins,  of  whicli  very  much  the  larj-est 
nund>er  an*  advertise<l  and  sold  by  C.  M.  Lani]>s()u  «!<;  Co.  That 
at  such  sales  merchants  and  furriers  from  all  over  the  world  aie 
|)resent  or  represented,  and  nudve  their  pureljases  of  fur-seal  skins 
for  the  ensuiny  season.  Attei-  the  sales  the  skins  i»urchused  are  deliv- 
ered by  the  jiurchasers  to  uiy  tlrm  and  others  tor  dressiuj;'  and  dyeinj;. 
Most  of  the  seal  skins  dressed  bv  mv  firm  are  likewise 
ofski'ns"*"'''"''''-"""'''  intrusted  to  us  to  be  dyed,  but  some  of  the  merchants, 
notably  lievillou  Freres,  of  Paris,  have  the  skins  which 
have  been  dn'ssed  for  them  by  us  dyed  in  France,  and  this  is  true  of 
one  or  two  other  firms,  althouj^ii  IJevillon  Freres  are  the  principal  fiiin 
who  so  do.  This  makes  the  uund)er  of  furs  dressed  by  us  larger  than 
the  nuudter  dyed. 

Fourth.  Deponent  knows  of  his  own  knowledge  and  from  conversa- 
tions with  the  merchants  and  dealers  above  nu'nti(»ucd 
Kiim'i" supply'.'  " '""    t''"t  it  i^<  J>  niatti'r  of  vital  importauce  to  tlu'  eoutiuu- 
anee  of  the  of  fur  seal  industry  and  the  industries  re- 
sulting therefrom  and  de|>eudeut  thereon  that  the  supply  of  fur  seal 
skins  should  be  c(Histant;  that  is,  that  the  uumber  of  skins  coming  upon 
the  market  in  each  year  shouhl  be  known  the  year  beforehand  with 
approximate  certainty,  and  that  it  shoidd  uot  vary  greatly  from  year 
to  year.     That  this  is  necessary  in  order  that  ju'iees  may  be  lixe<l  and 
that  those  per.sons  or  firms  who  physically  deal  w ith  the  skins,  such  as 
<ie]>onent's  firm;  should  know  what  provision  they  must  make  for  the 
Supply  n-Kiiiar  I..  l>"'*i"<''^'*  <>*'  the  eiisuiiig  seusou.     That  down  to  within 
witiiiii  til.  piist'uirii'  a  few  years  last  i)ast,  three  or  five  years,  the  sui>i»ly 
or  live  .vims.  has  been  regular,  but  that  «luring  the  last  three  or  five 

years,  and  notably  during  the  last  two  years,  the  supjdy  has  tluctuated 
very  largely  and  continually  diuuuished  and  in  consequence  thereof 
business  has  greatly  suttered. 

FMfth.  That  the  skins  which  have  C(Mue  to  the  lioudou  nnirket  within 

soiiro.s  of  siii.piv.     the   last   few   years   have   been   lU'iucipally  what  are 

.Miiskn.  coi.p.i  Is-  known  as  the  Alaska  catcli,  the  Copper  Island  catch 

.'X'hJi'."'  '^■"'^''"""  and  the  isorthwest   catch.    Snudl  supplies  are  also 
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Ilillinlli  (•    lirl  Willi 
llli'  -.iMiiil  rail  lir.i. 


olttiiiiicd  rruiii  till'  liolios  Ishmils,  < 'apr  llnrn,iiiiil  Atis- 

ti'iilasiii,  but  till' skins  ;«(»|    liorii  last   tlin-i'  iiu'iitiMin'il    ii,,rii  hmI  \ii»it,iia»ia 

localities  play  an  iiironsiilriahli' part   in  the  Inisincss.   ^' "" 

Tliat  tlic  ^I'l'at  majority  ol'tlic  skins  i-oinin^'  into  the  niaikct  arr  known 

as  till' Alaska,  till' ( 'opprr  Islaiul.anil  tlii'  Noitliwost  skins.     TIm   skins 

lH'lon;;ing  to  tlicsi'  si'xcial  catclies  aio  ratalo^iucil   sritaialrly.  sold  srp 

aratcly,  anil  air  of  ililVi'ii'iit  valni's  and  nrrrssaiily,  tlii'irlore.  lain;:  ilil- 

ti'iriit  pliers  in  tlii'  iiiai'ket. 

Sixfli.  Tliat  tin*,  ililVeii'iiees  lietween  these  several  elassos  of  skins 
are  so  markeil  as  to  eiialili' any  person  skilled  in  tlie 
Inisiness  to  readily  distin;iiiisli  one  from  the  other.  An 
essential  point  of  ditlereiiee  l»el\veen  the  skins  of  the 
Northwest  eateli  and  the  skins  of  the  Alaska  and  Copper  Island  ratehe; 
eonsisfs  in  the  faet  that  most  of  the  Northwest  skins  ^,„.,|,„,,^,  ^^i.. 
are  ilie  skins  of  the  female  seal,  while  the  Copper  and  hh.m'iIv  iinmr  i.i 
Alaska  skins  are  of  the  male  seal.  l)ei;oiieiit  has  made 
iioeompntatioii  or  examination  whieli  would  enahle  him 
to  say  speeilieally  what  proportion  of  the  Northwest  eateli  are  the  skins 
of  the  female  seal,  but  it  is  the  faet  that  the  .meat  majority,  deponent 
would  say  "."i  to  SO  per  cent,  of  the  skins  of  this  eateh  are  the  skins  of 
the  female  aiumal.  'I'lie  skins  of  the  male  seal  and  of  the  female  seal 
may  be  as  readily  (listiii«;iiisheil  as  the  skins  of  the  ditVerent  sexes  of 
any  other  animal.  The  skins  of  the  female  seal,  for 
instanee,  show  tlu'  marks  of  the  breast  and  the  fur   iiiviiisii'nilVi'isii.ii 


lllillcM    tiU    7.'i  (iiMII  |l«'|' 

lilt. 


lliiw    Irliliili'    skiim 


Upon  the  belly  is  thiniier,  and  the  whole  of  the  fur  is 
also  liner,  lower  in  pile:  that  is,  tlii' libers  eomposin^i  the  fur  are  slim  ter 
than  in  the  ease  of  the  male  seal.  Another  means  of  distin.uiiishiii,u  the 
female  skins  from  the  skins  ot  the  male  lies  in  the  faet  that  the  skins  of 
the  female  are  iiarrowei'  at  the  head  and  tail  and  are  |Hd|iortionately 
wider  in  the  belly  than  the  skins  of  the  male  seal. 

.Viiother  means  of  distinj^iiishinji'  the  seals  of  the  Northwest  eateh 
from  the  skins  of  the(  "opper  Island  and  Alaska  eatches 
eonsists  in  the  faet  that  nearly  all  the  skins  of  this  n,;VMi''i!inr\'o|.'p.T 
eateli  have  holes  in  them, which  dejioneiit  understands  i-iTn.i  ^imI  .\ia>ka 
is  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  seals  from  which  they  are  n,;;.',i,„';:";'.'  ""'"'  "' 
taken  have  bei'ii  shot  or  sjieared  in  the  open  sea,  and 
not.  as  is  the  case  with  the  seals  from  which  the  skins  of  Copper  Island 
and  Alaska  catches  are  taken  and  killed,  with  clubs  upon  land.  The 
ditlereiiee  between  the  Copiter  Island  eati^li  and  the  itiii.nn..  ii.t«f,.i 
Alaska  eateh  are  marked  and  enable  any  one  experl  Cdpini  uianii  ami 
eiiced  in  handling'  skins  to  distin^iiiish  the  one  from  -^'■"*'^" "'^'"^ 
the  other.  The  Copi>er  Island  skins  show  that  tiie  animal  is  narrower 
in  the  neck  and  at  the  tail  than  the  Alaska  seal  and  the  fur  is  sliorter, 
particularly  under  the  Hippers,  and  the  hair  has  a  yellower  tiiij:e  than 
iiave  the  hairs  of  the  Alaska  seals,  so  tliat  iiefore  the  skins  are  dressed 
the  two  may  be  readily  distinjiiiished  from  each  other,  and  while  depo- 
nent has  made  no  such  attempt  he  believes  that  it  would  lie  reasonalde 
to  say  that  if  1,0(10  Copper  Island  skins  wer»^  miiijiied  amoiiji' !Mt,(iO(» 
Alaska  skins  it  would  be  possible  for  anyone  skilled  in  the  business  to 
extract  1)50  out  of  the  1.000  Copper  Island  skins  and  to  separate  them 
from  the  !)0,0.'50  of  the  Alaska  cardi,  and  ricr  rcrso.  I'.oth  the  Copper 
Island  skins  and  the  Alaska  skins  are  the  skins  of  male  seals  almost 
exclusively,  altIi(Hi<ih  occasionally  female  skins  are  found  among'  thu 
Copper  Island  catch  and  less  often  among  the  Alaska  catch. 
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Waltku  Maim  in. 

RwMin  iit    No.  I   Laiiiltctli   Hill,  in  tluM-ity  of  LoihIoii,  Kii;;laiitl,  tliis 
I'JJd  (lay  olAiuil,  iSKij,  iM't'oir  nu'. 

Francis  W.  KuMiorr, 
Vicf  tnid    Ihjnitif  ('niimil  (Inu-tnl  of  thv 
Vnitnl  States  of  Ainitivit  at  IjOikIoii,  I'lnytamt, 


PcjinsifioH  o/TTon-y  Poland,  head  of  the  fnti  of  P.  P.  Polatnl  «(•  Son, 

J'lirrierN,  Loni'on. 

GENKKAL  SKALSKIN  INDlSTltY.      PKLAGIC  SEALING. 

Mr.  Ilcniy  I'oland,  hrin^  duly  sworji.  doth  depose  and  say:  That  Ik- 
Is  Id  years  of  a^it- and  a  siihjoct  oilier  llrit  annie  majesty ;  that  he  is  the  heat  1 
of  the  linn  of  I'.  1{.  Toland  tS:  Son  doinji  bnisiu'ssat  IKK^ueeii  N'ietoiia 
street,  in  the  city  of  London,  and  has  been  eii;iaj;ed  in  that  hnsiiuss 
t\v»'iity-one  years;  that  the  said  firm  of  1*.  If.  INdand  tS:  Son  are  doiiii; 
hnsiness  as  fnr  and  skin  inerehants.  and  have  been  en^aued  in  tiiat 
business  for  over  one  liniidred  years,  havinj;'  been  founded  by  depo- 
nent's };reatj;randfatlier  in  the  year  ITS."),  and  havinj;- been  contiimed 
without  interruption  sinee  that  date  from  father  to  son;  that  for  many 
years  last  past  de])onent's  said  linn  have  been  in  the  h.al»it  of  Iniyiii;,' 
laijii!  numbers  of  fur-seal  skins,  in  fact  ever  since  skins  of  that  eliarae 
ter  have  become  an  article  (»f  commerce,  both  on  their  own  account  and 
on  commission  for  other  i>ersons  resi(lent  in  the  I'nited  States  and 
Canada  and  elsewhere:  that  by  reason  of  liavin*;'  piir 
t'liased  so  many  skins  deponent  has  a  jjeneral  ami  snii- 
stantial  knowh-dge  of  the  history  of  the  fur-seal  skin  business,  and  oi 
the  chaiacter  and  kinds  of  fur  seal  skins  co-niiifi  ujion  the  liondon 
market;  that  from  about  the  year  187!>  down  to  the 
present  time  the  princi|>al  fur-seal  skins  coiiiiiiin'  to  tlu' 


Kxiicricmi'. 


SmiriiM  111'  snjiply. 


London  market  have  lieeii  what  are  known  as  the  Alaska  catch,  bcinu 
th<'  skins  of  fur-s«'als  killed  upon  the  IMibilof  Islands,  in  the  P.ei  iny  Sea, 
the  Copper  Islands  catch  bein^'  the  skins  of  fur  seals  killed  upon  the 
Kommandorski  and  Hobeii  islands  of  Hussia,  and  what  arc  known  as 
the  Niu'thwest  catch.  I'ntil  within  two  or  thret^  years  api  a  very  con 
siderable  iiumbei'  of  skins  also  arrived  on  the  liondon  market,  aniouiit 
inj;  perhai»s  to  several  thousand  annually,  which  were  known  as 
•lapanese  skius. 
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Tli;it  the  tlinMM'hisscsof  skins  ;il>(>vo  niciitinnnl  aw  «'asily  distiiijiuisli- 
iihU'  tVdiii  i'iicli  otiici'  l»y  iiiiy  pcrsnii  skillrti  in  tiiclnisi 
lit'SM   or  iHTiislnnicW  to  liiiiullin^i  sliins  in  the  riiw  stat*'.   1,1,'!"'""' ''''''"-"'''"' 
'riiat  ilepoiMMit  liiis  pi'i'sonally  liiin<ll<>tl  tlir  samples  of 
tin-  skills  ilrah  in  hy  tiiis  liiin,  anti  woulit  iiinist'H'  lia\<-  no  ilitticnlty  in 
(listiii^iiiisliinji:  tilt' skins  of  tlic  Coppci'  Isiaiid  ciilcli  I'lnin  flu- skins  of 
tlu' Alaska  ami  Noitliwi'st  catfli,  by  reason  oftlic  tact  llial  in  tin-  raw 
stali'  tlicroppcr  Island  skins  lia\«'  a  li^ihttT  color  and  tin-  liir  is  rather 
sliortcr  in  pile  and  of  an  interior  tpia  I  ity.     The  skins  of  each  of  the  three 
classes  have  ditVerent  values  and  command  <lit1'ei'cnt  |>rices  in  the  mar 
ket.     Moth  the  t'opper  Island  skins  and  the  Alaska    skins  are  almost 
exclusively  the  skins  of  male  seals,  and  the  dilVerence  itetween  the  skin 
of  a  male  seal  and  a  fennile  seal  of  adult  a<;e  can  Ite  as  readily  seen  as 
between   the  skins  of  ditVerent  sexes  of  other  aninmls. 
That  thi"  Nortliwest  skins  are,  in  turn,  distinj;uislialde  MM^>lK'rnM«i.s.'' '"' 
from   the  Copper   Island  ami  Alaska  skins,   liist.  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  a  very  lar;;e  itroportion  of  the  adult  skins  are 


I'll  ri  I'll  uil  li  ^iliiit. 


obviously  the  skins  of  female  animals;  second,  because 
tlu'y  are  all  i)ierce<l  witii  the  spear  or  harpoon  or  shot, 
ill  consetpieiice  of  bein;;'  killed  in  open  sea,  and  not.  as  in  the  case  of 
Copper  Island  and  Alaska  skins,  beinjj^  killed  upon  land  by  clubs; 
third,  because  tiie  Noithwest  skins  are  cured  upon  \  esselsby  theerews 
of  which  they  are  killed,  upon  which  theie  aie  not  the  sanu'  facilities 
tor  liayinj;  or  saltiiij;  the  skins  as  there  are  ui)on  land,  where  the  Cop 
jter  and  Alaska  skins  are  llayed  and  salted. 

The  .lapanese  skins,  which  I  think  are  now  included 
in  the  Nortliwest  catch,  are  distinji'uishable  from  the 
other  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  by  beiii;:'  yellowei-  in  color,  having' 
a  much  shorter  |>ile,  b<>caus(>  they  are  salted  with  ti no  salt,  and  have 
plenty  of  blul)i)er  <hi  the  pelt.  TInit  the  skins  purchased  by  depone;  ''.« 
iirm  are  handed  over  by  it   to  what  are  called  dressers 

I'roi  iHs  1)1'  tiiaiiut'ai'- 
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and  dyers,  foi'  the  purpose  of  liein^i  dressed  and  dyed. 
TIh'  piincipal  dresseis  and  dyers  of  the  city  of  London 
at  the  pi'esent  time  are  C.  W.  Martin  tS:  C(».  and  (leorj>'e  if  ice  and  skins 
are  also  dressed  and  dyed  by  othei'  persons.     The  fur-seal  business  has 
attained   very  considerable  dimensions  in   the  city  of 
London,    larj;e    amounts    of  capital    beinji'    invested   ^  |-'"k'' i"'"'""  ">i'i 
therein,  and   probably  in   and  about  the  city  of  Lou- 
don there  are  employed  in  the  fur-seal  skin  business  as  many  as  .■{,000 
]>ersons,  nu)stof  whom  are  skilled  hands,  s<»nH' of  whom 
receiveashijih  asjC3orJCfa  week, and  many  if  not  most 
(d'whom  have  families  dejiendent  upon  them  for  sui)port.    That  the  main- 
tenance of  this  business  necessarily  depends  upon  the 
preservatiiui  of  the  se.d  herds  frecpientinj;' the  northern   ^,,'.|"'''"''""  "•'"• 
I'airilic   rej;ions  from  beinjj;'  overtaken  by  the  destruc- 
tion which  was  the  fate  of  the  seals  formerly  found  in  larj;e  (juantities 
in  the  South  Atlantic  and  South  Pacilic  Oceans. 

That  (lep()nent  is  not  in  a  position,  by  reason  of  poss«'ssin}i'  expert 
knowledjie  or  personal  accjuaintanee  of  killinj;'  seals,  to  pronounce  a 
jjositive  opinion  as  to  what  stei)s  are  necessary,  if  any,  to  accomi>lish 
this  result,  but  hf  w<»uld  supjiose  it  reasiuiable  to  say 
that  a  close  time,  which  should  be  universal  in  its  ap- 
plication, for  a  specified  peiiod  in  each  year,  durinj-'  which  the  killinjf 
ol  seals  should  be  entirely  juohibited,  ami  the  im])ositioti  of  heavy 
penalties,  say  a  line  of  X  1,000,  for  any  violation  of  the  reynlations  pro- 
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vidiiiy   lor  such  clnso  time,  would   lie  ottcctivc   to  pii'scrvc  the  |i«m»p1s 
icfrncil   to:  ;iim1  (lf|,.)iuMit    v.oiiid.  iiiidi'i'  iiiiy  (-iiciniii 
■"""'  stiiiK't's.  iiiciciise  tln' /one  iii'oiiiid   tlic  i.si;m<|s  cimiIhiii 

ing  tlic  rookeries,  wiMiiii  which  senliiig  shouhl  he  iil»soiiitely  |»rohihited. 
to  a  distance  ot  .")(>  miles  in  ever.\  direction  t'roni  the  slmre. 

IIi;Mn     I'ol.ANh. 

Sworn  at   110  (^)ueen  Vict^tria  street,  in  the  city  of  L(»nd«»n.  linyiand. 
this  L'3  «lay  of  April,  ISiH',  hetoi'*'  nie. 

FifANcis  W.  Fi.'Kinrr. 

\'irr  iiHtl  Ih-fitittf  Cniisiil  (iriHiill  of  the 
UniU'd  Simtfx  of  Amvtiva  at  l.nmlou.  Emilaiiil. 


K\|i( 


Jhpositioii  of  (ji'inuiv  liirr, J'unin\  Lomhni,  Kiif/luml. 
OKNF.RAL    SKALSIvlN   INI)IIST1?Y.      PEI.AGir   SKALING. 

(lOorfTC  IJice,  hoin^- (inly  swoiii.  doth  depose  ami  say:  That  lie  is  ."hi 
years  of  a,ye.  anil  a  sni»ject  ot  Iler  liritannic  Majesly. 
Thsit  lie  is  en;;ayed  in  the  Itnsiness  of  dressin;:  and 
dyeiiif;-  furs  of  various  kinds  in  the  city  of  London,  at  .'iL',  .'?;[,  and  K> 
(Ireat  Preseott  stri-et,  in  the  said  city,  and  at  Stratfoid.  wiiicli  is  a 
suburh  of  London.  That  he  lias  heeii  »'ii;;ayt'd  in  the  fur  laisiness. 
and  principally  in  the  business  ot  liandlinj;  fur  seal  skins,  for  twenty 
seven  years  last  i)ast.  That  eleven  years  ayo  he  estaldislied  his 
|»r<'sent  hiisiness  of  dressinj;'  and  dyeinj;  furs.  That  dnrinj;  the 
eleven  years  sin«M-  the  estahlisiiment  of  hi^  jiresent  liusiness  lie 
has  handled  ami  dyed  larj^c  tpiantities  of  lur  .seal  skins,  and  has 
durin<f  those  years  ami  ))i  ior  tlieieto  persoiniily  handled  linndreds 
of  thousands  of  fur-seal  skins,  and  that  in  the  year  1S!»I  lie  d\cd 
upwards  of  !>(»,()(>(►  fur-seal  skins.  That  by  reason  of  his  expeii 
ence  in  his  busini'ss  he  has  a  {general  and  detailed  knowledyt- of  the 
dill'erent  kinds  of  fur-seal  skins  and  of  the  difl'eiences  which  disMii;;nisli 
them,  as  v. ell  as  the  liistor>,  character,  and  iiiaim«'r  of  couduciiim  the 
iiii'-seal  skin  business  in  the  city  of  London,  wlm-hi  is  bnetly  as  follows: 

The  skins  are  consiuned  by  the  |>ersons  who  take  them  in  the  tisliinu' 
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Culverwell  oi:  IJrooks,  by  whom 
land   advertised   for  the  sales. 
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year  by  (Joad.  VAixa  vV  Co..  as  lu'okers  tor  <'.   M.   Lani!>?*on  iS:  Co.,  and 
by  Cidverwell  tS:  lU'ooks  on  their  own  account. 

These  sales  aie  attended  by  aiercliants  and  buyers  from  all  over  the 
world,  wh»»  are  present  either  (lersoually  or  by  proxy,  ami  havinj;'  made 
their  purchases  at  such  sales,  une  -4tins  are  iiansfei  red  !•>  them  to  tlu' 
dies.sers  and  dyers.     That  for  many  years  last  past  the  skins  arriviii<>' 

cipally  what  are  known 
licli  are  the  skins  of  seals 
ySea;  second,  what  are 
'  skins  of  seals  killed  on 
lird,  what  are  called  the 
lie  skins  oi  seals  killed  in 
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the  north   pari   ol   the  I'acihc  Ocean,  or  in  the  lleriiii: 
Sea.    A  larj;e  proportion  of  the  Northwest  catch  of  skuis  have  passtnl 
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people  (Migiijjod  in  tlio  lyusincss  of  ll;llHllill<,^  ilrfiiim-.  (IrHssini;-.  iiiid  ticiit- 
iiij;- fur  seal  skins  up  to  tlic  tiiin'  I  he  skins  |i;iss  into  rlie  iuuuls  of  tho 
fiiiiiersat  altout  li.OOO.  In  iMiiiition  to  tlic  nunibciscMMuploy*')!.  a  much 
larger  nunilter  of  funiors,  cnipioycs.  and  theemplox  ••>  of  tin-  retail  nier- 
elnints  are  eoiieerned  (lirecti\  or  indirectly  in  iiandliiit'dr  inanufactur- 
injftlie  fur  seal  skin  or  fur-seal  skin  garments. 

|)e))onont  tnrtliei'  says  tliar  a  hirj'e  amount  of  capi- 

Unsi-  i.Mii.iciiM.iiii    f.,1  jj^  j„  ,„,,.  xviiy  or  another  invested  in  the  city  of  I.»»n- 
ihni  in  the  laisiness  ahove  enntneiated. 

That  tlie  continuanci'  (»f  tin-  fur  f^al  busine--.  dejyends,  in  (l«]»onent's 
judgment,  obviously  upon  the  contiinied  exisi.  nee  of  the  fur-seal  herds 
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islands.it  i>  fatr  to  rdiinclude  that  unless  some  other 
i...M'x.'I»«ivr '"'"'"'"   «"iuse  interv»-ned  to  diinmish   those  herds  killiiiu  that 
number  of  s«-a is  ii|iiii     in   islands  would  n»»t  have  been 
detrimental  to  the  herd. 

If  it  is  the  fad.  as  has   i»»-«'n    staleni.  diat   the  herds  have  now  been 
diminished  s^iice  the  Kiiliny  ol  fennile  seals  upon  the 
sea  bejiiiii.  a>  to  wliicii  deponent  lia.<  no  knowh-dfje.  he 
siiould  say  that  it  wtadd  at  least  he  rea.soiiaide  to  pro- 
hibit tile  killin;;  ol   seals  alt.solutely  within    tiie  area  which  may  be  de- 
Hci'ibed  as  the  feeding  grounds  around  tiie  island. 
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Swoin  at   the  consulate  i;riicral  ol   the  I'nited  States  of  Auu'rica  at 
Limdoii.  Kngland,  this  l.'ttii  day  ol  .iiiiie.  ISOI*.  Iicfoic  nu>. 

jSEAL.J  FkANCIS    W.    I''i;i(inl  T. 

\'iirtiiiil  hiijnitji  ('<msi(l  (liiiiftd 
of  the  Ctiititl  Sttitts  oj   Aiiirncii  at  Jjondoii.  Einjlniitl, 


SU'puxitlitu  of  W'illiitin  Cltiirhs   lUnl.spiil  Sliinii>,  fiirrit')',  JjOiuIou. 


(iE.NKKAI.   SKALSKIN     INI)USTi:\.      l'KLA(}|('   SEALING. 

William  <'harles  I'datspicl  imp.  iieing  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and 
say:    Fhat  he  is  ."»l  \cars  of  a-'    and  a  .•siibji-ct  of  Her  r.iilaniiic  Majesty, 

and  is  «'iiya;.ei  in  business  at  .">S  Kiii.L;litrider  street, 
KxiMi.H.i.u.  L(Hidnii.  i;.  <  ..   IS  a    fur  and   skin   iiierclianl.     Tliat    he 

ha^  1  < en  ♦•ii!;iiu»  d  in  that  business  for  upwaidsof  thirty 
years.  .4nd  has  been  in  tin  iDunn  (»f  iHirchasiiig  fur  seal  skins  dining 
file  wl-de  of  the  time  that  iic  iiia>  iiceii  in  biisin<'ss.  That  lie  has  pei- 
M*naJI\  handled  maii\  t hoiisa  ids  id'  such  fui  seal  skins  and  he  lias  in- 
sperfied  tlie  Miimples  at  pra«-t.HKally  ev«'ry  sah'  of  fur  skins  made  in  liOii- 
«loii  diirng  thr  w  hole  ot  th*'  niiin*'  he  has  been  in  business,  and  in  conse- 
<pu'iM  «■  "»f  tlu'M'  fact>  ii\u\  ul  kiun  Liiowlediic  ol  the  fur-seal  skin  business 
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Tliiit  tli<>  fill'  si^al  skill  business  liail  hccninc  nil  iiiiportaiit  iiiiliistrv  in 
Knt'iirtiKMpitiii         ^''''  '"'^y  "*  I/mhIoii  ill  wliicli  }i  iiiijic  iiiiKMint  of  ('ii|iiiiil 

I.iiliiir  I'liiplovcil. 


was  invcstcil  and  a  laij^c  niinihci'  orworknuMi  ('iii])i<)\ft| 
iiKMintinji',  inclii<lin«  tlic  dressers,  dyt'is,  liaiiillers,  and 


Minilil 


l>ersons  employed  in  the  inanutaetories  of  the  t'lirrieis,  to  alntut  .'i.oiMi. 
It  is  dillieiilt  to  iiiaki'  any  eoriect  estimate  of  the  nninlier  of  i>eo|de  so 
employed,  Init  di'ponent  says  that  he  has  recently  ha<l  oeeasioii  to  look 
into  the  (jiiestion  in  his  ea])aeity  as  master  of  the  Skinners'  Conipaiiy 
and  he  believes  tlii'  abov*'  tij;iire  to  be  substantially  eorieet. 

That  a  lai  <;e  number  of  persons  so  employed  are  skilled  laliorers  and 

most  of  them  have  families  de|)eiideiit  U|H»n  their  labors  for  tln'ir  sup- 

jiort.     The  waj^i's  paid  in  some  eases  ar(^  as  liij>h  as  £.'»  or  £1  a  week, 

.iiid  perhaps  tlic  avera^ic  wa^es  of  the  whole  number  may  be  safely 

estimated  at  CI  per  week.     That  many  of  these  persons  know  no  other 

business  than  that  in  wliieli  tln'y  nrv.  at  present  enj;ajied. 

That  the  eoiitinual  «'\isteiiee  of  the  fur-seal  business  is  deitendeiit,  in 

d<'poneiit's  Judjiineiit,  upon  th»^  preservation  of  the  s«'al 

rii.Ll'''""  ■*"'''''•'  '"'     I't'itls  fre(|ueutiiij'-  the  Northern  I'aeitie  re{«ions,  and  it 

is  also  a  most  important  element  in  the  industry  that 

the  supply  of  se.il  okiiis  eomiiig  to  the  mark(;t  each  year  should  be; 

regular  and  eoiistaut. 

That  dei»(uient  further  says  that  some  re;>ulations  are  lu'cessary  for 

t'le  preservation   of  the  seal    herds   frequenting    the 

^J,'^"""''"' "■'■'■'*    >«'<Mtliern    i'aeitic  re{>ion,  because  it  is  a  well    kiiowi 

fact  that  in  the  absence  of  any  such  re;;ulatioiis  f!ie 

seal  herds  which  were  formerly  found   in  the  South  Atlantic  and  I'a- 

eilic  Seas  have  been  lu'aetieally  exterminated. 

On  the  Lob«)s  Islands  and  \u  New  Ze-.iland  n<»vernnieutal  re^i'iilatioiis 

exist,  and   1  am  told,  although   i   know  iiothin<>  about 

wiiriv.'''"""'*    '^''''^^    '^'  ^'"'^  regulations  of  some  kind   have  been  made  in 

the  ((doiiy  of  the  Cape  of  (Jood  Hope. 

W.  C.  r.  Stamp. 

Sworn  at  the  Skinners'  Hall,  l)ow;;ate  Hill,  in  the  city  of  London, 
Knjibind.  this  14th  day  of  .lune,  IH'.ILJ,  before  me 
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Francis  VV.  Fh'KioUT, 
Vive  (iiitl  DcpKti/  Cinisul  <l(iin-)il  of  the 
United  iStatcn  of  Amirica  at  London,  Enijland 


DvpoHition  of  Emil  Teuhmann,  furrier.  London, 

GJiNERAL  SEALSKIN  INDUisTEV. 

Emil  Teichinann,  b«'in;;'  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  as  follows: 
First.  That  he  is  "'»  yearsofa^e,  a  native  ot  tlu'  Kingdom  of  Wiirtem- 
berg,  and  is  now  a  naturalized  subject  of  Her  nritannit-  Majesty. 

That  since  the  age  of  manhood  he  has  been  «'ngag«'d  in  the  fur  busi- 
ness; that  from  lS(i(»  to  lS<;s,  inclusive,  he  resided  in  Aiiu'ilea  in  that 
business,  and  since  ISOS  he  has  resided  in  I'^iigland  and  done  business 
in  the  city  of  lAUidon.  aixl  is  now  and  has  continually  been  during  all 
these  years  engaged  in  one  way  (»r  another  in  the  fur  business.  That 
ln'  is  now  a  mrml;er  of  the  lirm  of  ('.  M.  Lampson  «!s:  Co.,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  such  tirni  for  the  jteriod  of  twelve  years  last  past.  That 
prior  to  the  time  he  became  a  uieiuber  of  «ucli  tlrni  and  from  the  years 
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IST.'t  to  ISSO  he  Wiis  ii  incinhcr  of  tlic  liriii  of  .M;iitiii  »S;  Tricliiiiniiii,  who 
Wi'iT  tlicii.  iind  its  siu'ccssois  ( ',  W.  Mnrtiii  «\:  Sons  still  iiic,  tiu'  liiryest 
(Irossois  anil  dyers  of  seal  skins  in  tlic  world, 

Tiiat  tlx'  til  in  of  ('.  .M.  Lanipson  «.\:  Co.,  of  whirli  dt'iionent  lias  Itrrn 
as  aloiesaid  foi-  the  last  twi'Ivr  yi'ais  a  nuMiilxT,  arc  what  is  kn<»\\  n  as 
com  mission  merchants  tMiya^icd  in  the  business  of  scllinj;  furs  of  various 
kinds  and  also  in  buying'  furs  upon  comnnssion. 

That  the  said  linn  of  ('.  .M.  liampscm  «S:  i'o.  has,  duriufj;  the  time  that 
deponent  has  been  a  member  thereof,  handled  a  larger  uund)er  of  skins 
of  the  fur  seal  than  all  the  other  lii'ins  in  the  world  together,  and  dep(»- 
nent  knows  fruiii  inspect i(U)  of  the  books  of  his  said  lirm  that  for  many 
years  prior  to  the  date  when  he  bccanu'  a  nu'mber  of  the  same  they  also 
handled  durinj>'  many  years  picxiously  thereto  a  larger  number  of  fur 
seal  skins  than  all  the  other  lirms  in  the  world  to,uether. 

That  durinji'  the  time  deponent  has  been  a  member  of  the  said  lirm 
he  has  |»ersonally  hamlled  many  hundiedsof  thousands  of  fur  seal  skins, 
and  he  has  a  detailed  and  expert  knowledjic  of  the  various  kinds  of 
seal  skins,  and  the  several  dillerem-es  between  them  which  enable  the 
several  sorts  of  seal  skins  to  be  distinj;uislied  from  each  other. 

Second.  i)e|)onent  says  from  his  <>'em'ral  knowledj;e  of  the  business 
inspection  of  tluM-atalo^jfues  of  salesofC.  M.  Lampson  tS:  Co.,  and  from 
the  iuftuination  derived  from  his  i>redecessors  in  the  tirm.  the  chief  of 
whom  was  the  lateSirCurtis  Lampson.  whofounded  the  Inmse  about  sixty 
yeais  aji'o,  that  fur-sealskins  were  fornu'riy  obtained 
in  larjii!  nund)ers  in  the  South  I'aciliitand  Atlantic;  seas 
upon  the  San  .luan  Fernandez  and  Falkland  Islands,  upon  Sandwich 
Ishnul,  South  Shetland  Island,  Desolation  Island,  (Joujuhs  Island,  and 
Keij;uelan  and  Massafuero  Islands,  and  at  ('ape  Ibuii. 

There  were  also  in  form*  r  years  a  considerable  num- 
bei' of  skins  obtained   from  Russian  possessions  in  the 
North  Facitic  Ocean  tlnough  the  medium  of  a   liussian  company,  as 
hereinafter  stated. 

The  history  of  the  Southern  Atlantic  and  Facitic  seal  business  show.s 
that  at  the  localities  above  enumerated,  and  principally  on  South 
Shelliud  and  the  Keijiuelan  Islands,  there  must  ha\e  been  very  lar,ue 
numbers  of  seals.  The  principal  market  for  the  skins  of  such  S(»uth- 
ern  Fa<'{(h'  and  Atlantic  seals  was,  as  de|)onent  is  intbrnu'd,  found 
in  the  Chinese  i)orts,  an«l  deponent  has  been  iidbiine  I  and  understamls 
that  in  c(»nseipu3nce  of  the  indiscriminate  and  univcrsid  killiii.n' of  seals 
in  tlu^  localities  above  nn-ntioned,  where  m>  restiictions 

l'!\lrr'i||ili;iliiiii      o  I' 
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of  any  kiu<l  were  then  oi-  are  imposed  upon  the  killinj;'  .-,,„„„  ^,,,s,ais. 
of  seals  at  any  tiuje  witliout  regard  to  a,u'e  or  sex,  tiie 
seal  i'o(»keries  in  those  h»calities  were  after  a  few  y«'ars  of  such   killing" 
practically  exhausted. 

That  aliout  twenty  yeais  ayo  the  Soutii  Shetland  Islands  were  ayaiii 
visited,  and  for  two  oi' three  years  there  were  obt a i!!cd 
from  these  islands   a  consideiable  number  of  skins,   i;,[^,'i''i:l!i'','„iis!'"' "'''"' 
jimouiitin.ii' in  the  a.i;',;;re,iiate  to  perhaps  ."» i,()0()  skins. 
At  tlie  end  of  a  three  y<'ars'  catch  of  skins  it  was  re-      i;'"iu<'ii«s  exiiiiu^t- 
pcuted  that  the  rookeries  were  ajiain  exhausted,  and 
the   islands  were  not  a^ain  visited  tor  several  years,  mit  until  live 
years  aji'o,  when  deponent  understands  that  a  \essel  was  sent  to  those 
islamls  by  tiie  (irm  of  C.  A.  Williams  tS:  Co.,  (»f  New  London,  United 
States  of  America,  an«l  that  that  vessel  was  only  able  to  obtain  3U 
skins. 
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TIk'  tiiiH*  dmitiji'  wliicli  (h'lHdiciit  liiis  Ix'cii  in  \hv  husinoss  tlic  skins 
tVoiii  iill  of  tlic  iihovc  iiiiMitinii*  J  localities  iiave  liccii  practirally  iiitiii- 
itcsiiiial  ill  iiiiiiilicr. 
Third.  That  for  many  years  last  i>ast  tlie  skins  of  fnr-seals  aetnally 

<-oniiii^'  into  tlie  markets  of  the  world  have  been  deiived 

fiom  tiie  foUowinji'  s(»urees: 
I.  The  IjoboH  Ishnnls  shins,  wliieii  are  tlie  skins  of  seals  eaiijuiit  upon 

the  islands  of  that  name,  situ  ifed  off  the  K'iver  Platte 

and  helonjiiiif;'  to  the  Hepuhlie  of  rru;;nay.  Thes(^ 
skins  are  e.oiisi}iiied  by  the  pei'sons  havinj;'  the  contract  to  take  tin-in 
with  the  IJepublie  of  riufi'iiay  to  l»oulcher,  Mortimer  ^S:  Co..  of  London, 
by  whom  they  are  sohl  tliroiijiili  (xoad,  Rijiji  tS:  ('(k,  and  ciitalo>;iies  of 
the  last  ineiitioned  tiiiii  are  published  and  ha\'(>  been  inspected  by 
deponent  from  time  to  time  as  published.  The  total  iiiimbei'  of  skins 
<lerived  from  this  source,  as  ajtpears  from  an  inspection  of  such  cata- 
loj-ues,  are.  dnrinji' tlu' years  IST.i  and  ISIHi  inclusive  set  forth  accurately 
iu  the  paper  which  is  annexed,  hereto  and  marked  l*i\liibit  A. 

jU.  CV/j«^  Horn  skins. —  Prior  to  the  year  ISTli  a  small  iiiinilier  of  skins 

are  supposed  to  have  bet'ii  oittaiiied  from  tiiis  locality. 

Thev  are  not  elassilied  in  our  books  or  eatalojjues,  iior 


Cii|H'  Uiirii  skitiH. 


ill  the  books  of  any  other  persons  or  linns,  so  that  they  can  not  now,  from 
examining'  the  books  and  catalojiiies,  be  readily  identiti<'d  or  separated 
from  skins  coinin.i>'  from  otiier  southern  localities,  but  from  the  year 
1»70  down  to  the  present  time  they  have  been  so  elassilied,  and  a  larji(! 
iiuh\ber  have  been  sold  by  de]»oneiit's  tiriii.  A  stati'ineiit  (tf  the  skins 
obtained  from  Cape  lion,  is  hereto  appended  and  marked  Ivxhibit  l>. 
The  iinmber  of  skins  derived  from  this  locality,  as  appears  l)y  that 
statf-nieiit,  fluctuated  very  larjjely  in  iinmber.  and  1  am  informed  that 
the  reason  t'ov  such  tlin'tuation  is  that  the  seals  from  which  the  skins 
are  obtained  are  killed  mostly  upon  land,  and  that  the  weather  in  tliat 
part  of  tlie  worhl  is  so  severe  that  it  is  at  times  iiii|K)ssible  to  etfcct  a 
iainliii^'  upon  or  near  the  rookeries.  So  far  as  deponent  knows,  there 
is  no  ]»rot«'ction  of  any  kind  for  seals  at  Cape  Horn  other  than  that 
which  is  artbrded  by  the  ditlicnity  of  landinj;-  in  <u(ler  to  kill  the  seals, 
ill  coiise(pieiice  of  the  lu'avy  weather. 

III.  Cape  of  (loofl  Hope. — From  this  locality  a  small  but  steady  num- 

ber of  skins  ha\e  been  obtained  diiiiiiii  many  years 
skinr"'  "'""''  ""^"  l""**^  pa'**"-     '•'''«'««'  f^lviiif*  are  not  c(.iisij;ned'  to  dep'oneiit's 

linn,  imt  to  other  persons  in  London  whose  catalo<;ucs 
are  published,  and  have  been  examined  from  time  to  tiiiu'  by  deponent; 
and  <lepoiient  is  intbnned  and  believes  from  such  examination  of  cata- 
lo^iues  that  the  number  of  skins  obtained  from  this  source  have  been 
for  the  last  ivw  years  about  ."KdlMI  jier  annum. 

Deponent  understands  that  the  seals  fr(»m  wliieh  these  skins  are  ob- 
tained are  likewise  killed  mostly  ujion  land,  and  ho  is  also  inforined 
that  some  n'jiulations  for  the  protection  of  seal  life  at  the  Ca])e  of  (iood 
Hope  by  rejiiilatiii;,' the  killiiifi' of  st'als  in  that  colony  of  tlie  Cape  of 
(lOod  Hope  have  been  established  by  the  (Jovernincnt  of  the  said 
colony,  but  what  those  re}^ulati<Mis  are,  if  any  sm-h  exist,  deponent  is 
not  in  a  position  to  state. 

In  adilitioii  to  the  suitplies  from  the  above-mentioned  sources,  from 
1,(M)(>  to-*,0(>(»  skins  are  obtained  annually  in  Australasia,  which  includes 
New  Zealand. 

IV.  The  principal  sources  of  8upi)ly  Ibr  the  market  at  the  i>rcsent 
time,  and  for  many  years  last  past,  are  the  following': 


SKALSKIX    INDllsTliY    IN'    (iUKAT    liKITAIN. 


570 


(a)  Wliiit  ill"  known  iis  tin'  AlasUii  cntcli,  wiiicli  arc  the  skins  of 


male  seals,  killed  njMtn  St,  I'anls  and  St.  (leor^cs  Is- 
lun«ls  in  tin*  ISerinji'  Sea. 


AlilHkii  catrh. 


('(ippt'r  calrli. 


skiiiH. 


(/>)  The  ('oi)|)er  cateii  wliicli  ronie  from  the  seals  kilh'd  npon  the 
Kussian  islands  of  <'o|)]>ei'  and  Iterin^',  called  the  Coin 
niander  Islands,  which  are  hx-ated  in  tiu"  Wnssian  part 
of  iJerini^Sea,  and  alsothe  l{ol)I)en  Island,  in  the  Okhotsk  Sea,  all  which 
are  also  tlu^  skins  of  male  st-als. 

{(•)  The  >>ortliwest  catch.  These  are  the  skins  of  seals  canj^ht  in  the 
oi)en  North  Pa<'ific  and  IJering'  Sea. 

Fourth.  The  history  of  the  sealskin  Hshery  cominf;  from  the  North- 
ern I'acilie  regions  is  hrietly  as  follov.s: 

In  the  early  part  of  the  century  a  h'ussian  c(tnii)any     ^''"•' »  ''"''"'' 

was  f(U-nied  which  obtained  from  the  Russian  (lovern- 
nu'Ut  a  ri^ht  to  kill  seals.  l)(»th  ui>ou  the  Commander  and  Prihilot 
Islands,  antl  in  and  around  the  IJeriny-  Sea.  l'])  to  the  y«'ai'  liSO.'J 
about  L'(>,(MK>  skins  were  annually  received  in  London  from  tlu'  <'om- 
jiany  in  the  jiarclnnent  state.  I5y  the  i>archinent  state,  I  nu'an  skins 
which  were  dried  with  the  toj)  or  water  hair  left  on.  They  were  not, 
in  <'onsequcnce  of  this  method  of  preservation  by  dryinjn',  in  a  <M)n- 
ditiou  to  be  unhaired.  and  they  were  after  having  been  dressed  in 
London  largely  retnrned  to  the  Kussian  markets. 

In  the  year  IS."t3  a  trial  shipment  of  salted  skins  was  nnide  to  J.  M. 
()p]ienheiin  *S:  Co..  in  London,  in  pursuance,  as  deponent  is  informed, 
of  su,iigesti»»ns  thcrctolbre  sent  out  by  Messrs.  Oppeidu'im  that  an  at- 
tempt should  be  made  t(tsalt  the  skins,  but  owing  t<»  tin*  defective  cni'ing 
this  shii»mcnt  was  a  failure.  By  degrees,  however,  the  curing  by  nu'ans 
of  salting  was  improved,  and  in  IS.'tS  a  contiact  was  made  by  the  Rus- 
sian American  Comi>any  to  ship  to  Messrs,  J.  IVI.  Oppenheim  «S:  Co.  an 
annual  sujiply  of  finm  1(>.(MI()  to  12,000  skins  delivt'rcd  in  London  at 
10,s.  I0</.  a  skin.  The  cpiantity  was  increased  in  1S(}4  to  1*0,000  skins. 
This  conti'act  remained  in  for<'e  until  the  Alaska  Ti'rritory  becanu'  the 
piopi'rty  of  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  the  salt«'d  skins  covej«'d 
l>y  the  contract  last  refcrr«'d  to,  Messrs.  ()p|>enheim  tS:  Co.  also  r«'ceived 
during  these  y»'ars  aliout  10,000  skins  from  tin'  Kussian  Ameiican  Com- 
pany per  annum,  which  were  dii<'d  in  the  old-fashioned  way  and  not 
salted. 

Deponent  was  connected  with  the  lirm  of  Messrs.  .1.  M.  Oppenheini 
\'  Co.,  at  New  York  and  fiondon,  from  the  years  I<S(J(»  to  1S72  iiu-hisive, 
and  his  late  partner,  Mr.  Martin,  and  himself  ultimately  siu'ceeded  to 
tlu'  business  of  Messrs.  .1.  M.  ()]»penheiu),  so  far  as  it  related  to  the 
dressing  and  dyeing  of  seal  skins. 

rp<»n  the  cession  of  Alaska  tti' the  Cnited  States  there  was  iiuliscrim- 
imite  seal  killing  upon  the  i'riltiiof  Islands  for  the  season  of  IS(jO-'70. 
About  the  end  of  that  season  the  Alaska  Connnercial 


Alaska  ( 'niiimrrciiil 
('iiin|i.tiiy. 


Company  was  fornu'd  at  San  Francisco,  as  deponent  is 
informe(l,by  citizens  of  the  Cnited  States  for  the  pur- 
pose »)f  oi»taining  a   lease  from  the   I'nited   States  of  the  right  to  kill 
seals  on  the  I'ribilof  Islands. 

This  company  di<l  obtain  from  the  I'nited  States  an  exclusive  license 
to  kill  seals  on  the  l'ril>ilof  Islands  in  the  IJering  Sea  for  a  jteriod  of 
twenty  years,  uinler  certain  restiict ions  and  r<'gnlati(His,  whi«'li  were,  as 
deponent  is  infoiined,  set  forth  in  the  contract  between  that  company 
and  the  Cnitcd  States  and  in  extracts  of  Congress  in  relation  th«'r«'to, 
and  in  regulations  of  the  Treasmy  Department  of  the  I'nited  States 
uuule  in  pursuance  of  such  extracts  of  Coui-ress. 
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A  yrar  or  twotlicrciiftor  IMi'ssrs.  Iliiti'liinsoii,  KoliI,  IMiili|>|)niSiK:  Co., 
of  Siin  Fraiicisi'o,  wliicli,  as  d('|)(»ii('nt  is  itifoi  iiicd,  was  a  firm  formed 
by  persons  eMiifrollin^-  tlie  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  obtained  a 
h'ase  from  (lie  K'lissian  Covernment  jiiviiifr  them  the  exchiisive  ri};lit  to 
kill  seals  u|>on  Komanchnski  and  Itobbeu  lisiands. 

That  fn  ISIIO  the  Alaska  Commercial  Company,  as  d»'ponent  was  in- 
formed, did  not  secure  a  renewal  of  the  lease  which  they  had  thereto- 
fore (Mijoyed  from  tin'  United  States,  but  a  similar  lease  was  granted 
by  the  Cnited  States  to  the  North  American  Commeicial  Company, 
wliich  is  a  separate  corporation  and  is  conti'olled  by  ditt'ereiit  peopl(> 
from  the  Alaska  Commercial  Coin|)iiiiy. 

I'ifth.  From  the  y«'ar  1870  down  to  the  present  time  d«'ponent's  tirm 
have  received  and  handled  from  the  Alaska  Commercial  C'om]>aiiy  and 
from  .Messrs.  Hutchinson,  Kohl,  I'liilijipeus  «S:  <'o.,  from 
sKins  ri.Mii  i,siniMiM  the  North  American  Commt-rcial   Companv,  and    the 
liii.siii  liussiau  Seal  Skin  Company,  ol  St.  I\'tersbur{>',  which 

coni]»any  liave  now  succeeded  to  the  lease  of  the  Ko- 
mandorski  and  Koltbeii  Islands  formerly  enjoyed  by  Ilntcliinson,  Kohl, 
IMiili])pcus  tS:  Co.,  all  the  skins  of  seals  which  have  lieen  killed  upon 
the  I'ribilof  Islands  and  upon  the  Copper  Islands.  They  hav«'  also  re- 
(•eived  at  least  thieelburths  of  the  skins  in(;luded  in 
what  is  called  tln'  Northwest  catch  until  theyeai'  1S!H, 
when  the  major  part  of  the  skins  of  the  catch  w«'re  consiniied  to  Messrs. 
Ciilverwell,  Ibooks  iV  Co.,  (»f  London.  A  lar.ye  number  of  the  skinsof 
this  catch,  anniuiitiiiju  in  one  year  to  40,(M)0  a  year,  have  been  c»)nsi<;iied 
to  deptuient's  linn  by  thelirm  Hermann  Liebes  dv:  Co.,  of  San  Francisco. 
The  t(»tal  number  of  skinsof  the  Northwest  catch  rec«'ived  by  depo- 
nent's tii'iii  duriiij;  the  years  ISTU  an<l  ISIL',  inclusive,  are  set  tbrth  with 
accuracy  in  an  aflidavit  made  by  my  partin'r,  Alfred  Fraser,  in  ^'e^»' 
York,  a  copy  of  which,  dated  April  1,  and  acknowledged  F.  T.  KMce, 
notary  public,  has  been  icceived  by  me  from  him  and  I  annex  heret»»  a 
cojty  of  the  lists  of  No!t Invest  skins  attached  to  Mr.  Fraser's  allidavit, 
nnikin^'  the  same  a  part  of  this  deposition,  ami  mark  the  same  Fxhibit 
C.  I  also  append  hereto  as  a  part  of  this  deposition  copies  of  tiie  lists 
attached  to  th<>  atlidavitsof  Mr.  Fraser  c.i  Alaska  skins  .sold  in  London 
by  my  llrm  «luriiiji  tin'  years  bSTOto  1S<.(2,  inclusive,  and  to  the  Cop]>cr 
Island  skins  .sold  by  my  llrm  in  London  d.iirinjj'  the  years  LSTH  to  1S!»L', 
inclusiv*',  and  mark  the  same  respect ivt-Iy  I'^xhibits  I)  and  F,  and  I  re- 
fer to  the  allidavit  of  .Mr  Fraisei'  above  mentioned  for  an  explanation 
of  all  said  lists  and  adopt  the  same  exi)lanation  given  by  him  as  my 
own.  I  have  carefully  veritied  the  figures  contained  in  these  hitter  and 
find  them  to  be  as  accurate  as  any  such  statement  can  be  nnide. 
Sixth.  The  skins  of  the  Alaska  and  ('opper  catches  are  readily  dis- 
tinguished from  each  other  and  command  dilVerent 
luices  in  the  market,  and  1  shouM  have  nodilliculty  and 
wouhl  undertake  from  my  knowledg«'   of  the    vaiioiis 
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skins  to  sejiarate  C(»pi)ei'  skins  from  Alaska  skins  should  they  <'ver  be 
I'ound  mingled  together,  as,  however,  they  are  not.  The  Alaska-  and 
Copjier  skins  are  distinguishable  from  each  other  partly  by  means  ot 
the  (linerent  color.  The  Copper  Island  skins  generally  have  a  darker 
top  liair  and  are  more  yellow  on  the  checks  than  the  .\laska  skins. 
I'erhaps  a  surer  means  of  distinguishing  the  two  is  the  ditVerciice  in 
shape.  The  Coppei'  Island  skins  are  much  narrower  at  the  head  than 
tlu'  Ala.ska  skins,  and  this  dillerence  is  very  marked.  In  our  ware 
Ikmiscs  we  have  a  dilVerent  set  of  frames  foi'  the  sizing  out  of  the  ( 'oi>i»ei' 
skins  from  those  we  u.se  tor  the  Alaska  skins.     Another  dillereuce 
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(|tiit<- as  iinpoitiiiit  as  tlir  shape  is  tl>at  tin- lur  ii|miii  Coppt'i-  Island 
sUiiis  is  niiisiiloialtly  sliortci-  on  tin-  t!  nks  an<l  to\var<ls  the  tail  than  is 
1ln'  fnr  of  tlu^  Alaska  sUins.  All  of  tin'se  (liHricnccs  aic  so  niaiUcil.  as 
I  hav<>  lirlorc  stat*-<l.  as  to  rnaMc  any  expert,  or  one  familial'  w  ith  the 
haixllin^'  of  skins,  to  readily  <listin;;uisli  Copper  from  Alaska  skins,  or 
rirr  rnsii.  Imt  it  is  trne  in  the  ease  of  very  yonny  animals  the  diller- 
em-es  ar(t  miieli  less  marked  than  in  the  ease  of  the  adnit  animal.  We 
receive  ))raetieally  no  skins  of  very  yonnj;  animals  fioin  Alaska,  Imt  we 
do  receive  at  times  a  certain  nnndter  of  t lie  skins  of  the  yoiiii;;'  animals 
from  Copper.  All  the  skins  of  hotli  the  Copper  and  Alaska  catches 
are  the  skins  of  the  male  animals. 

Seventh.  The  skins  of  the  Northwest  catch  ar«'  in  turn  readily  dis- 
tiii;;iiislialde  fi'oiii  the  skins  of'  the  .\laska  as  well  as 
the  <  upper  catch.  I  he  ditlereiices  which  I  have  enu- 
merated lietweeii  the  < 'opper  and  .Maska  skins  are  accentuated  in  dis- 
tinj;iiishin;;  the  skins  of  the  Northwest  «'atcli  frtaii  tin'  skinsof  the 
C(»ppei' catches,  and  we  use  a  separate  set  of  frames  or  patterns  in  oiir 
Imsiness  for  the  Northwest  skins  from  what  we  use  for   the  Copper  or 


Ala,> 


a  sums. 


Aiiion;i  what  are  classed  iiv  ns  as  Nort Invest  skins  are 


included   what   are  sometimes  called   .lapaiiese  skins,  which  are  the 


skins  of  seals  killed  on  the  northern  Asiatic  eoast> 


T 


ie.se  sliliis  conie 


upon  the  market   ^icnerally  by  way  of  Japan.  Imt  .sometimes  I »y  way 
of  San  I'^ranciseo  or  Victoria. 

The  niimlier  of  Japanese  skins  averages,  deponent  should  say.  about 
."»,((( 10  a  vear,  althonyh  there  is  a  jiood  <leal  of  tlnctna- 


iipaiii' 


skill: 


NiHlliwcsl    skins 


Irlliair 

\\  illi  slicit. 


I    ri<l<llr<l 


tion  in  thetpiaiitity  from  year  to  year,  and  <leponent 
says  that.  Iik«' the  other  skins  included  in  the  Northwest  catch,  they 
are  piiin-ipally  the  skins  of  female  seals,  not  easily  distin;'iiislial>le 
from  tin'  skins  takt'ii  from  the  herds  fre(pieiitin;.;  the  eastern  part  of 
the  Pacitic  <  )ceaii  and  I'.erinj;  Sea,  except  by  reason  (»f  their  beinji'  priii- 
(^ipally  speared  instead  of  shot. 

The  most  essential  dillereiice  between  the  Northwest  skins,  and  the 
Alaska   and    Copper   catches   is   that    the    N(»rthwest 
skins,  .so  far  as  they  are  skinsof  adult  .seals,  are  almost 
e\clusi\ely  the  skins  of  female  seals,  and  ar«'   nearly 
always  pierced  with  shot,  bullet,  or  spear  holes. 

The  skins  of  the  adult  female  .seal  may  be  as  readily  distiii;;uish- 
able  from  the  skins  (»f  the  adult  male  as  the  skins  of  the  diHereiit  sexes 
of  other  animals,  that  practically  the  whole  of  the  iidiilt  Northwest 
catch  seals  were  tli«'  skins  of  female  seals,  but  the  skins  of  the  yonnu'er 
animals  included  within  this  Northwest  (-ateli.  of  which  we  have  at 
times  a  consid<>rable  number,  are  mneli  more  dillicnlt  to  separate  into 
male  and  female  skins,  and  1  am  not  prepi;ved  to  say  that  I  could  <lis- 
tiii.i>'iiisli  the  male  from  the  female  skins  of  youn;;'  animals. 

A  certain  jten-eiita^ie  <»f  yonii;;-  aniniAls  is  found  among  tiie  consiyji- 
nieiits  iec«'ived  by  us  at  the  be<;iiinin<{'  of  each  sea.son,  wliicli  \\v  uiuler- 
stand  and  are  informed  are  the  skins  of  .seals  canj;ht  in  the  Pacific 
()c«'an  oil"  the  west  coast  of  America,  but  a  iiuich  smaller  percentage  of 
siK'li  small  skins  is  found  anion;:'  the  consi^iimeiits  later  in  the  sea- 
son, which  we  are  informed  are  of  .seals  can^jht  in  the  iSerinji'  S»'a. 

J  have  been  told  that  it  is  easier  to  catch  tlu^  female  seal  at  sea  than 
it  is  to  <'atcli  tlu'  male  .seal,  but  1  liavt'  no  personal  knowle<l;4e  of  that 
])oint.  I  suppose,  however,  that  there  must  be  .some  foundation  for  the 
statement  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  .so  small  a  proportion  of  male  adult 
seals  are  ineliuled  in  what  is  called  the  Northwest  eat<'h. 
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TK.STIMONY. 


,  ,    ,  Kiiilitli.  Dcnoiiciit  snys  tliat  wliiit   innv' l»'  ft'inu'd 

h III' seal    liiisliicMx.     .,       ,:  II'  11  II  I      •!.  1 

tiM'  liir  sciil  hiisiiicss  liiis  liir;;('l.v  nccn  ImiU   iiu  Ity  tlic 
etlorts  of  tlio  Aliiskii  ('oiiinicici:!!  ('<tiii|>:iiiy.  tlic  North  Aiiu'iicaii  Coin- 
iiiei-ciiil  <'(>iii|>!iiiy,  iiiid  tlic  (inn  ofC.  M.  Iiiiiii|isnii  v\:  Co. 
,  .     ,.       TliJit  it  (h'pciMis  toiiroiisi(lcriil)I(M'XttMit  uiioii  niiikiii'' 

l,iii«i'    iiiiiiiiinl     111  II-  .•    1         ..,.!•  ,      ,.  X         1  •      . 

Kiinlislirtipilnliii  liir      SCal  SKIIIS  ill)   ill'tlcic  ot    lilSlllOII   tllHl   <lt  tl'ilUr  illHl    tllilt    il 

Mnii  i.iiHiM.ss.  y^,^.y  J,,,,,,,  jiiiiniiiit  of  citpitsil  is  iiivi'Stcd  in  tiitr  Kin-i- 

(loiM  of  (irciit  liritiiiii  in  tli<-  Itnsinoss. 

It  is,  in  deponent's  jiidfiiiK'nt.  fair  to  estimate  tlie  amount  ofciiitital 
invested  in  tlie  business  in  one  wiiy  or  anotlH-r  to  liave  been  at  times 
as  miieli  as  i;i,(«H>,()(M»  iind  that  tliere  liave  been  until  hitely  depend. nt 
upon  this  intbistry,  in  the  city  of  lion(h)n.  about  L',()((0 
skilh'd  woi  Umeu,  most  of  wliom  have  fainibes  depend- 
ent up(»n  them  for  sujjport,  and  the  amount  of  wa^^cs 
l>aid  to  those  ]>eople  depcuient  estimates  on  the  av<'niye  at  about  .'»(► 
shillin^is  per  week,  makinj-  an  ay^'ie^'ate  of  £1  r»(MMK>  |)er  annum. 
Dei>onent  furtlier  says  that  tlieeontinuanee  of  tiiis  business  d»'pends 


NiiiiiIht  III'  skilli'il 
wiirkiiii'ii. 


I'i'llll'Clloll 


very  hirjjelv  uihui  tiie  maintenance  (»f  a  stead v  and  re^ 
KkK'sin;i!i!.'.''    "'   idar  siipidy  of  lur-seal  skins  in  order  tiiat  "the  tracU- 
may  be  ai>h'  to  eah-uhite  with  approximate  eeitainty 
the  number  of  skins  wiiieh  are  to  be  rec«'ived  in  each  year. 

DeiKHient  furth»'r  says  that  the  mainti'UaiUM'  of  this  business,  to  his 
mind,  obviously  depends  upon  the  pieservation  of  tlie 
seal  bi'rds  resorting;'  to  iJeriiijj:  8ea  from  the  destruc- 
tion which  has  overtaken  the  seal  herds  whi«'h  were 
foiinerly  found  in  the  scmthern  ret-ions,  and  that  whatever  is  necessary 
tob«'  <loue  to  i)reservinji'  the  seal  herds  in  IJerin;;'  Sea  ou<;lit  to  be  done; 
but  deponent  haviu}"'  no  knowledj^e  of  the  business  of  killin;^'  seals,  and 
having-  no  sj'ientitic  knowled^-e  on  the  subject  as  a  naturalist,  is  not  in  a 
])osition  to  relate  what  laws  or  regulations,  in  addition  to  tiii»se  already 
existing:',  are  neci-ssaiy,  if  any  such  are  necessary,  in  onler  to  a<H!omplish 
this  ilesirable  result. 


Emil  Tkiciimann. 

Sworn  at  (>4  (i)ueen  street,  in  the  city  ()f  Londcui,  I'^n^tland,  this  l.*."ith 
day  of  April,  LSUi',  Ijefore  me. 


Francis  W.  Fuicoi  r, 


Vice  atuJ  Ihpuly  Consul  Goural  of  the 
United  lSt((te.s  of  America  <(t  London,  Enyland. 
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Snltvd  l.ohon  Inldtid  fur-seah  sold  in  London, 
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s.  i7!i  Iks; iL'.Ki'ii 

ll,:i.-.:t  1S84 Hi.  LTiS 

iii.miii  iHs.-i i(),!tri;i 

l-j.  :i(ii  issi i;i.  (Hi" 

\.1.'2K>  ISS7 11. (MW 

l4,M:iti  IshH :iii.747 


Vi'iir. 


;  SkiiiN. 


ifsn H.7r>ri 

1K!M IH..'>I1 

1.-<!M I.'l.^U 

1.S!I'.'(I.mIiiIc) (silO 

Total ^47,777 


Ni:w  VoitK.  March:?.!,  AW?. 

'I'liis  is  tin'  ]iii]i('r  writiiiy,  iiiarkod  A,  rclVrrcil  fii  in  tlic  iillidtivif  of  l'',iiiil  ■r«'icliiiiiiim, 
■worn  iK'loif  nif  (his  2rilli  day  of  Ajirii,  ls!t2. 

ri!.\N(  i.s  \V.  FltlCOll, 
rice  und  Dcimly  CuiihuI  (Irnn-dl,  I'.  S.  .(.,  London,  I'.niiland. 
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SalcH  iif  ('<!)»■  fliini  Hitllitl  I'm  xittl  sIIhh, 


{)8;j 


SliiiiM. 

|sh:i.. 

Y 

••Br. 

SkiiM. 
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Vfiir. 
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IMUI       
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U  1 1 1 
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IXHO  . 
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li:i,  20M 
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11.711 
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This  i    till'  |tn)icr  writiiiir  iniirkcil  It  rrCcrrcd  to  in  tin- iillnliis  it  <»('  I''.inil  'rrirliiiiiiiiii, 
sworn  I),  line  mr  lliis  iTilJi  ii;i\  nC  A|iiil,  \WJ. 

I'l.  \N(  IS  \V.  KicHiiir  I, 
rice  KM'/  Ihjiiilji  CiniKiil-dfiicnil,  r.  .i'.  ./.,  LoiuluH,  llHijlaud, 
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1 1 .  7'J7 

•j.:iio 

0.  -n-j. 

Totiil  . 


)!t.:!(i(i 


Sal  It'll  Xorlhifisl  ( 'otml  fin-^i  nl  uLiiis^  dn  tmil  uml  ili/nl  in  l.iniihni  I  hiil  not  nuld  thin)  litkiii 

jii  ior  to  iwliiiiii-  Htiilnnj  in  lUiiiuj  Xvil. 
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1H74. 
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187(1. 
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(iOO  IS77. 

40  1S7H 

r2'J  ls7;i 

.'>7S  1XSII. 

i.iio'.;  iHHi. 


Yi'iir. 


SkiiiH. 
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77--'  IHS'J      

•-'.  4:!4  lKs:i 

:'.  1107  .  I.siSI    

4,  .IlL'  , 
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Skfim. 


ii,i.-.o 

tl,  :iH-i 
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40, -.'15 


Dry  KovthwvHl  ''■  ^"'  /uv-hvoI  xkiim  moIiI  in  l.undon  jirior  lo  iiflmjir  Keiilimj  in  lUiimj  Sru. 
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....                 78.') 
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Tiiiiil 
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42,  7(i7 

lS7;i 
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1 

1874 

88(1 
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Of  llic  skins  sold  in  ISTl  uml  1S72  ii  vci.v  larjif  ]iro|iorlion  wnc  llm  arrnninliition 
ot'tlni  K'nssian  Anicricau  Company  unil  8uld  Uy  thcni  iil'tor  the  |iun'Iiii8f  ol' Ala.sku  \>y 
tliu  United  Stuten. 
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Sfilli'd  skins  si.l.)  ill  r.iiiiiliMi,  IS-L>-1SH|  ni.  X,(\ 

Sdlltd  skins  (lifsx'il  Mini  (1\  111  ill  l.niKlnii,  !H7l.'-INH| Hi.  l'I.'i 

Dry  skins  sold  in  Lnndoii.  IKll?*   IMHI \j,  71,7 
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K.  T.  I{.  .1., 

\ol<irii  I'lihlic, 
Ni;sv  YitiiK,  Miirrhil",  ISHJ. 
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!'7'.t      isiil 
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Silllld  XiiilllWisI  Ciitisl  I'lir-xnil  shiliK  iln  Hsnl  (iiiil  ilflid  ill  l.iiiiihiii  {hill  iiiil  Hiihl  lln  11  I  lill.iii 
ii/lir  riiiiuiifiiviiin'iil  11/  jH  liii/iv  XI  iiliinj  ill  lliriiiji  .Sk. 
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ISSIi. 

I8.S7. 

1888. 


Skins. 


!(•>.  I!li7       IS.sil 

l.'i.  IIS7 

:i,  .'.sn  'I'tilal  , 

i,tt;iu  ,; 


Y»Mir. 


Skins. 

L'.ll|7 

:iu.  j;  0 


III  MiUlitioii  to  till'  aliovc  it  is  i-Hfiiii:it<-il  tiijit  i'roni  '2ii,000  to  ItO.OOO  skins  iiavi-  Ixtii 
dn-sst'il  iiiiil  iIm'iI  in  tliu  United  Statfa. 
K.  T.  1.'.  .1.. 

Xiiliirii  Piililio. 

Sailed  yorlhwiHt  Coiisl  fiir-aial  sLiiis  snlil  in    l.oiiilitn    aj'lir  roiiuiniiirmi'iil  nf  iiilmjif 

nealiiiji  in  lU'rimj  Sin, 
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Skins. 

2.  II7S 
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:ii'>.  11117 
:iO,818 
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Skins. 
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Skins. 


IS'.i-.'  (Iciiliilc) ;!H,2fl8 
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I!I.(  AITriL.VTUlN. 

Drv  skins  .sold  in  Kondnii,  18S.V1S!ll «.  (!0I 

Sailed  skins  diTss.-d  and  d.vi'd  in   I-niidtin,  lint  not  sold  lliere,  ISS.")  ISKS .'il»,  :.';i() 

Sillied    skins  dressed    and   dved    in    the    I'liitcd    Stales,    esliiiiated,    1S8.'»- 

ISKll,  sa  V '. :«•.  <HH» 

Suited  skins  suld  in  1-oiid 1XS.")-1S!»2 L'.M.diiS 

Grand  total :i:{l.!M;2 

Nkw  VdiiK,  Mitrrli -in,  ISO:?. 
E.T.  K'..I., 

yoliiril  I'lihliv. 

Tliis  is  Hie  jiapor  nritinji  niaikcd  ('  referred  In  in  the  atlidir.  it  of  I'.niil  Teielimann, 
sworn  lieforo  me  this  2.")th  day  of  .Vpril.  l.S!t2. 

Fli  '.NCIS    \Y.    I'liKiulT, 

Vice  and  Dvjiiily  ('uimiil-dcin'ritl,  U.  S,  J.,  I.oiidnii,  i'.iiijlund. 
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\KW\ 4.  I'"i 
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TliiH  is  till'  |>:i)iri'  iiiiii'Ufil  I),  ri-rirrol  to  in  tin-   iilllilin  il  nT  lliiiil  'ri'lrliiii.iii.  .sworn 
lii'l'ort)  inc  tills  LTiIIi  ilav  of  A|ii'il,  |S!I'.'. 

I'liAM  IS   W.    rniiinii, 
i'icv  uiitl  n<jiiily  C1111111I  tlciicnil,  C.  S.  ./.,  I.nmlun,  i'.nijUiinl. 
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fiirriifH,  I'ai'is, 

CJENKIJAL   SEALSKIN  INUUSTItV.      I'KLAdM'  SKALINi}. 
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Eniiii  Ilcrt/.,  lu'iii^'  duly  sworn,  d<'|»<)s<>s  ;ui<l  snys  ijs  fnlldws:  Tliat 
lie  is -4- yciirs  of  ii^;'*' and  a  natiirali/.cd  citi/cii  of  tin' 
I'lcncli  l{(>|iiil»li(';  tliat  lie   lives  in    tlic  city  of  I'aiis,       KxiMii.iicr. 
and  is  a  nit'inlH'!'  of  the  linn  of  iOniin   llert/.  tS:  Oie.: 
that  he  has  been  enpi^i'ed  in  the  fiii'  hnsiness  tor  ei;;ht<'en  years,  dnr- 
in;i  whicii  time  he  has  been  in  the  lialtit  of  jaii'eliasinji'  sealskins:  that 
he  has  personally  handh'd  many  thousands  of  said  fur  seal  skins,  and 
that  he  has  a  ji'eneral   and  detailed   knowled;;*'  of  the  history  of  the 
business  of  (h-aliny  in  fur  skins  in  tlu'  city  of  Paris,  and  the  «hara<'t«'r 
and  ditferenee  whii'h  distinj;uish  the  several  kinds  of  skins  whieh  are 
on  the  market. 

That  the  said  firm  of  l^nnn  Hertz  &  (Me.  has  existed  for  ten  yeais, 
heiny-  the  siu'cessors  of  Goet/e  vS:  Cie.,  who  were  estal»l)slied  since  1S7."5, 
tradin;;-  in  furs  <;('n«'rally  and  dealinjj,  ever  since  the  estal»lishment  of 
the  tirin,  in  seal  skins,  undresseil,  di'cssed,  and  dyed;  that  their  Imsi- 
ness  is  carried  on  at  1 1  liue  Dieu,  in  said  city  of  Paiis. 

That  there  has  uradually  sprun;;  up  a  lar^e  demand  foi'  this  article 
in  France,  whicli  demand  w  i>  at  its  hci;;|it  two  years 
a}>°o,  <lurin<>'  which  year  the  said  tirm  bou<i'ht  and  sold 
1(>.0(JO  .kins  at  the  avera^^e  piice  of  the  last  ten  year.s. 
That  Ml  ('onse<|uem»'  of  the  falliu;^  (»tf  in  tlie  supply  of 
.Vliiska  skins  ( I'libilot'  Islands  and    Iterinji'  Sea)  two   i"i'<'j    i><iiiiiii«i  Un 
years  ajio,  the  i)ric«'  had  increased   from  oO  to  7."»  per  ""■'""• 
cent,  and  in  eonse(|uence    iIm'  year  after,  the  demanil  was  affected  so 
that  instead  of  selling'  more  than    lo,(MH)  skins  the   tirin  scarcely  sold 
.*>,()()().  and  a  still  smaller  nund»er  this  year. 

Tliat  the  total  production  of  sealskins,  which  iliiiin;''  the  existence 
ot  the  coiieession  of  the  Alaska  ('ompaii\  w  Iik  li  con 
4*essioii  has  now  expired )  aiiKMinted  aiiniiatiy  to  l.5<),(MM) 
skins,  is  now  hardl.v  more  than  To.otio,  coining:  from 
.Ma ska  and  the  <  'opper  Islands;  thai  thecoiisetpieiice  is 
a  loss  for  evei'yone  <',onnected  with  the  trade,  lioi  whih' 
tlnue  was  an  annual  productiiui  of  I.'»0,(Kl()  skins  there  were,  the  <lepo- 

5»7 


(•l'>.tt      ilrhiallil      lor 
Hral  nkiiiH  Iti  l''iaiirt'. 


Iti  I  lilt    ilirri'aMi'    in 


I'l'oiliii'iliiii  ri'iliu'i'd 
>>iii'  liiilr. 


Truiliiiu  hI  a  Iohm. 


nss 


TKsTr>ro\v 


lu'iit  cstiiiiiitos,  :it  Iciist  iVoiii  ',\vu  to  lliicc  tli<»usan<l  pcisons  «>n'i';i{i'»'<1  in 

this  iiiijiistiy  in  l')in()|M-,  imhI  tlic   iiiiti)i':il  coiistMiixMirc 

tiir'IX.i""''''^""  "'   *''  ili«'|*''""l'"''i""  ii!iviiiy<liiiii!ii:iit'<l  l>y  alMMit  one  iijilTis 

tiiiit  niily  ;ilMuit  one  liall"  the  nuinhci'  of  persons  aii'  re- 

<|nii'«'<l  ill  tiic  iiidiistiy. 

Tlhit  tlic  iiicuMscd  |iriic  ol'  si-itlskiiis  two  years  ;iyo,  ciiused  by  tlio 

laliiiijion'  ill  t|iiaiitity.  lias  nut  lieeii  maintaiiieii  altlioiiiili 

i-h'ih-^'.'i.'.liM'i'i'ci'''''''''    tliis  .Near  there  is  perlMps  even  a  fewer  niiiiilier  of  seal 

skins,  w  hieh  iiidieates.  in  tiie  o|»iii'oii  of  (leiioueiit.  tliat 

the  ait iele  when  olVered   at    a  hijili    piiee   is    witliiii   the   means  (»f  only 

a  very  few  pel  sons  and  t  lie  demand  for  it  will  eontiniie  to  deerease. 

That  the  trade  lias  e\ery  interest  t<»  hrinj:' alioiit  a  lejiiilar  prodne- 

tiiHi.  that  is  to  say.  the  pitidnetioii  to  he  approximately 

iii.uiii.iioii   ;i|\\;,y>  the   saiiie,  as    this   voiild   ol»\iate   the   fretpieiit 

ehanjic  in  priee  and  render  hiisiness  less  speeiilat  Ive, 

s.Mi«i<iii_s  iHiimiiiiii       That   the  sai<l   (inn   generally  Imys  its  s«'alskins  at 

the  liondoii  an<-tinus  in  tiieir  undressed   state,  and  has 

tlieiii  dressed  in    London   and   ihcd    partiv  in  liOiidon 


Sl<'iiil> 

I  MiKlllll- 


I.niiiliiii.     I'iii'IIn  ilyi'il 
inrmii. 


and  partly  in  Caris. 
'riiat  tlie  saiil  linn  can  ilistinji'iiisli  very  nsnlily  the  source  of  prodne 


ScMlskiiiM 

(lisll|j;r|li'>ll^lll|t' 


■:i>il\ 


tioii  of  the  skin 


s  w  nt 


II  the  latter  are  in  their  undressed 


state;  thai  I'oiseNcral  years  Iiesides  the  skins  of  the 
rcL! Ilia r  companies,  such  as  the  Alaska  Conii»aiiy  ( Amer- 
ica n  eoiieessii.iiaire)  and  t  lie  Copper  ('omi)aiiy  (liiissian  eoneessionaire) 
the  said  firm  has  lioiiuhl  ipiaiililies  of  skins  called  Northwest  coast, 
N'icloria.  etc.     That  these  skins  are  those  of  animals 

iirii-V,'/atHl'i,'miii.'s   ''"",-''•  i"  f'l^'  "I"'"  ^*'"  '•>■  persinis  who  apparently  de- 
:i"i'i  ?•'•!'■<•  ri\e  therefrom  laij^c  profits,  and  nearly  three  quarters 

of  them  are  those  of  females  and  pups,  tliesf  prohahly 
iM'iiiii  less  dilliciilt  to  take  than  the  males:  that  these  animals  are  taken 
In 


Th 


lieiiH 


lot. 


Tlmt  tilt'  seals  taken  by  the  Alaska  and  Copper  companies  are  males, 

,,    .      .       ..     ,      the  destruction  of  which  is  iniicli  less  prejudicial  to  the 

icxs  (.11  jii.ii,  Jul.   lici     |»i'eser\atioii   ot   liie   race,  and  wliich   (iirnish  the  best 

'""''""'•  skins,  these  lieiiiji  liner  and  more  lurnisiicd  v  itlidown: 

that  they  are  killed  on  the   islands  with  clubs.     That   i'wvy  animal 

killed  by  ball  or  sliot  hears  the  traces  of  sncli  slanyli- 

ter.  wliich   marks  greatly  depreciate  the  vuliie  of  the 

skin. 


or  liss    V  II  \  \n\    i  I 
liii'i't'cil  Willi  sliiit. 


That  the  sai<l  linn  has  often  been  informed  that  in  order  to  cai»turo 
one  animal  the  persons  en«;a,ued  in  llie  chase  are  freipieiitly  oblij^ed   to 
kill  or  wound  tliree  or  four.     'IMiat  under  lliese  circmn- 


Wa>f>  .illilf 


l>illli;r!   Ill'   I'Mrrilli 
llallnll. 


Stances  and  in  conseipu'nce  of  the  destruction  of  tho 
females,  there  is  no  doubt  in  ilie  mind  of  depoiienl  that  the  race  is  in 
ji'ii'at  daiiiifer  of  lieiiii;  e\teriiiinate(l,  to  the  prolit  of  a 
few  individuals  and  to  the  detriment  of  an  important 
industry  whidi  up  to  the  present  has  siipjilied  the 
means  of  livi'lihood  to  liiniisands  of  i»ersons  in  l')uroi)e  and  Aiiicrica. 
That  the  said  tirm  helieves  it  to  be  everyone's  inter- 
est that  the  countries  interested  in  tliecpu'stion  (.\mer- 
ica  and  Itiissia )  should  take  measures  to  safeguard  dteir 
rights  from  tiie  point  of  view  <»l  the  capture  of  the-  seals,  ami  that  if 
not,  if  this  pursuit  in  the  o|)eii  sea  continues  a<<  in  the  past  two  years. 
the  said  firm  liniily  believes  that  in  a  short  tim(^tlle  seal  will  existonly 
'.IS  a  souv«'uir  and  will  be  completely  exterminated. 


I'liilic  ti\>'  iiii>;ismiH 
llri  iMSiiIV. 


SKAl.SKIX    INDISTRV    IN    ri.'ANCE 


r).sj) 


Tliiil  tliis  iiidiistiy.  wliicli  lias  inodiicrd  dmiiii:- twenty 
years  nearly  L'.").(MM».(K)ll  of  IVaues  annnally,  w  ill  have 
(lisajnteared,  owin^'  to  this  eanse,  ti)  the  detriineiit  of  a 
vj-ry  ;;i-eat  niinil>er  ut'  persons. 


Ilri'.it    Miliii-   III     ill 

iIiImII'V     III    I'l^llH  I'. 
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Sworn  Itelore  me  this  L'.'id  day  of  .luno,  1S!>L'. 
[ska  L.J 


Ai  (iisns  .lAV 


tSrcoml  Svcrclittji  oj'  tin   Litintinii  n/' tlu' 

i'ltihii  iSiatrn  at  l'<iris,  Fiaitco. 


nvjuts'iion  lif  lii'ou    h'rvilhni,   iiicinhcr  of  llir  firm  nf  lUiiUnu    Fivfvs^/ur 


rtrrs. 


hi 


ris. 


(iENKIZAL  SKAI.SKIN  INDl.STRY.      I'AltlS  MARKKT.      PKLAUKJ  SKALINU 
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dry  OF  I'AKis, 

h'riHihlic  of  Fiducc.  ss : 

l/'ofi  lievilion.  Ueiiiu'  «lnly  sw(trii,  doth  depose  and  say  as  follows: 
Tliat  he  is  1!>  years  ot'  aji'e  and  a  eilizeii  of  the  I'leiicli  U'epiililie.  and 
(ivi's  in  the  eity  ol"  Paris,  and  <';,rries  on  Inisiiiess  at  No.  7M  Ifiie  de 
Ifivoli.  in  the  said  city,  and  is  a  iiiemJx'r  of  the  liiin  of  jti'siilon  l-'reres. 
whi<'li  linn  iseoniposed  olTlu'odore  Kev  illon.  lii'-oii  li'e\  illon.and  Anatide 
h'ev  illon. 

That  tiie  said  lirni  of  Iievilloii  I'reics  is  eii.uafit'd  in  the  laisiiiess  (d 
linyini;,  dyeinj;.  and  selliii<;'  sealskins:  tiiat  tliey  have 
iieen  eii;;a,i;ed  in  the  said  Itnsiness  foi'  njtwaid  <d' twenty 
yeais,  and  the  said  deponi'iil  has  been  in  tlii'  liahit  of  purehasin;;' fur- 
seal  skins  during'  the  wliole  of  that  time;  that  lie  has  peiMinallv  hamlled 
nniny  thonsands  of  said  fur-seal  skins  and  that  iie  lias  a  ;reiiei-a)  ;ind 
detaih'd  know  ledi;('  of  (he  history  ol"  (he  l»iisiiie>s  of  dealinj;  in  <'iir  sial 
skins  ill  the  eity  of  I'aiis.  and  the  eharaeter  and  dilVeieiice  which  dis 
tiniiuisli   the  M'xeial   kinds  of  skins  which  <'ome  on  the  market. 

'I  hat    the  saiil    linn  of  IJt'-villon    l-'reres   have   iMiiiuht  dininj;-  the  last 
twent.N  \t'ais  npwaids  of  KM>.0(K>  sealskins:  that  n"arly 
all  of  these  skins  have  been  dressed  in  London,  where    (..riHiVm 
there  are  special  facilities  therefor:  that  the  linn  of  Ife 
\illoii  Kieres   lia\e  tried  several   liin«'s  to  dress    the  skins  themselves, 
hilt  ill  \  cry  small  ipiantities. 

That   all  the  skins  lioiif;lil   hy  the  said    lirm  cd'  Iff'   illon    i-'reres  are 
dyed  in  Fiance,  and  theielore  the  skins  pass  iiinlei  our  eyes  in  the  fol 
lowiniLi'    conditions:  (I)    in    salt    when    we   Itiiv     them    in    London:    ('_') 
dicssed;  {•'i)  dyed,     'i'liat  deponent  believes  that   the  tirm  of  Uevillon 


(Ili'MSl'll         ill 


I.;llUr.it    iliali'ls    III 
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Freres  is  by  far  the  laryi'st   linn  of  fiiriiers  and  fiii- 

dealers  in  l-'raiice;  that   the  greater  part  of  the  skins 

bodjilit  1»\  l{e\  illon  l-'iercs  are  made  up  into  garments. 

cloaks  and  mantles,  but  that  some  of  the  skins  after  liaviiij;  been  dyed 

are  sidd  to  other  mannfactnr<>rs. 

'i'liat  the  sales  id"  sealskins  by  the  said  linn  <d'  ifevillon   Frert's  liavc^ 
amounted  for  the  last  iweiity  years  to  about  l.(MM».(l(H»  fraiices  per  year. 

That  the  niimlter  id"  persons  employed  by  the  said  linn  for  the  dyeiiij.^', 
8cia[iiny.  maiiufacturiiii;,  lining',  and   for  the  sale  of  ilie  sealskinsj  is 


')90 


TKSTFMON'Y, 


about  ."»(>(>.  nC  wliicli  tiM'  jxi'«'i'<<'>"  Pi<i'<  ill'*'  well  i)iii<l.  cm  iircoiitit  of  Micir 
Work  l>ciii;i'  iipoii  :i  vciy  \nliiiil»Ir  species  of  iiicicliiiiulisc,  aiid  that 
tlicro  aii-ahunt  ."•(»(»  or  (too  prisons  i'iii])l(>.v«'<l  in  tin'  industry  in  France, 
exchisivc  ol' salesmen,  porters.  «'tc. 

Tliat  in  llie  years  from   IS72  to  1S77  we  bonnlit  only 
Alaska  sealskins  (that  is  to  say,  those  Irom  the  islands 
of  rrihilof)  and  the  ( 'opper  catch,  coininj;  from  Itussia, 
and  a  few  skins  condn^   from  the  islands  of  hohos  ami   from  the  South 


Kiiiinr:'l\       lidimlil 
oiiU  land  nitrli. 


as. 


Iiitrciil  II  it  i  (III  of 
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sliiiis. 


That  later  on,  from  tin*  yeai'  ISTS.  we  have  noticed  in 
the  iiondon  nnirkct  sealskins  called  \'i«-toria  or  Ncnth- 
west  coast  skins,  the  (iinintity  of  which  is  variaitle,  hut 
which  has  contin\ialIy  increased  until  last  year,  wIhmi  the  total  <|uantity 
was  held  at  stMXto  skins. 
That  we  have  o'ten  heai'd.and  from  dilferent  siturces.  that  these  hsst- 
muned  skins  are  in  the  nmjority  tlu^  skins  of  the  female 
seal.  The  thinness  of  the  hair  upon  the  Hanks  seems 
to  confirm  this  assertion,  although  it  is  impossii)le  for  us  to  test  the 
alisolnte  truth  of  this  statement  for  ourselves,  for  when  the  seals  have 
Itcen  dressed  the  sijiiis  of  the  manimals  disappear.  At  any  rate  the 
.),.  si  s  1,-is  *'i"p'".'^  "'*'"^  "'  these  skins  is  nnn-h  less  ad\anta^eons 
.■i.iv,iii''':ii!:r.Mi"H  ini.i'isi  to  our  Inisiness  because  ther*'  is  a  ,n'reat  predomimince 
"'■■"•  of  small  skin.N,  which  aic  evidentlv  those  of  vouu"'  seals 
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which  are  not  killetl  by  the  coni|»anics  which  have  the 
concessions    lor   tin*    Alaska    and   ("o|>per    sealskins. 
Moreover,  these  N'ictoiia  or  Northwest  coast  sealskins 
IMS,  li.iiii.ii  Willi   are  riddled  with  slntt,  wiiich   very  materially  depreci- 
ates their  \  alue,  while  tin-  seals  of  both  the  .\laska  and 
Copper  com]»anies  are  killed  by  a  i»low  ot  a  dul)  ui)on  the  head,  which 
does  not  at  all  impair  the  (pndity  of  the  skin  as  re;4ards  its  ultimate 
uses. 
That   the  tact   that  the  annual   production  of  Victoiia  or  Noithwest 
,,.   .  .       ,   coast  skins  has  increased  in  iiropoition  as  tlic  Alaska 

nillllllllt'.iMI  111    huihI  -._.__  <  '.        ,. 
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Hl'lllilll.-. 


skins  has  diminislied  seems  to  indicate  that  if  fewer 
Northwest  const  aninnds  had  Iteeii  killed  the  »pnintity 
of  Alaska  skins  woidd  not  Inive  diminished. 

That  we  lirinly  Itelieve  that  if  the  slau.iihter  cf  the  Northwest  «'oast 
fur-seals   is  not   stopped  or  rejiulat«'d,  the  Alaska  fur- 
seals   will   disappear  entirely,  as  is  the  case  with   the 
iiir  ^.iiiu' will  iiisiip    seals  (d"  the  Shetland    Islands,   from  where  hardly   a 
"  sinjile  seal  has  bci'ii  rcreived  durinj;-  the  last  ten  yeais. 

That  the  annihilation  of  the  seals  would  be  a  vei  \-  <;reat  loss  lor  onr 
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try. 


dvius. 


ctHintiy,  for  the  fur  of  the  seal  <'an  not  be  icplaeed  by 
any  otln-r.  It  would  also  lie  a  ,i;r<'at  loss  for  the  work- 
men \vh<»  are  s[)»'cially  trained  Ibr  tin*  woik  upon  these 


Lk(»n  I{i;vii.L(»n. 


Sw.>rn  betbre  nu'  this  L'ti  dav  tif  June.  IsOl 


[SEAL.j 


IIeNUV    VKiNAl^D, 

i!!ifnt(iri/  i>l'  Hn-  I^riitiliim  <;/'  tin' 
L'nitctf  iStutix,  ut  I'at  is,  Frid'cc. 
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DvpoiiUinn   of  'fattHH   (i.  'foi/.   srtiirr  (iiHi.sf( r). 
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I'mtki)  Siaths  r(».:siI,ATK. 


<S7.  Jftltiis,  \  or  I'll  II  11(11(1  ml.  ./ 


iiiiv    Jii,    ls!f>, 
Porsoiiiilly  iippr  ii'.'d   Ik'Uhc    iiir,  Tliiiiiias  X.    Mulluy,  cniisiil   (iT  tltt- 

TiiittM!  State  ■.  ol"  Aiiiorica  for  Ncn  lountllaiKl.  .liuiics  (llii\  iiic  .l(i_\-,  mas 

tcr  iiiariiici   t»l"  St.  .lolins  aloicsaitl,  w  lh»  Ix'iiiji  duly  suorn   hcloie  iiic 

upon  liis  oath  says: 

1  liavc  iK't'ii  twenty  four  years  prosct'iitiujn'  the  seal  tisliery  on  the 

coast   of    Newl'oniiilhuMt,    iial)i'a(h)r.  and    (iidt    of  St. 

Lawienee,  nine  years  of  -.vhieli  I  Iiave  eoniiiiaitded  a 

steamer. 


'^^|M  ricllrc. 


I  am  (»pposed  to  second  trips  to  the  seal  fishery,  as  I 


iiixr' 

liUi'h    Ici  ili'^l 


r.  V   III' 
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I'i'lll      kill'  il     nil      sill  ll 

lri|is  lijii.i|.>. 

II  iiril  mi.'  Imii  |i  srals 


consider  they  are  calcnlaled  to  destroy  tlie  sperie-..  as   ■<\>i-u 
all  the  seals  killed  on  siirlt  trips  are  ohl  and  nialnie 
seals  ami  at  least  ?■"»  pel-  cent  of  them  are  female  seals. 

I  am  now  speakinj;-  of  harp  seals,  they  are  piineip;illy 
shot  on  the  ice,  hiit  when  the  ice  parks  tlie\  a<'e  killed 
with  hats.     When  shot  on  open  or  tloatin;*'  ice  ii  lar^c  nnmhei'  of  tlieiii 
escape  into  the  water  and  dn-  from  hleedinu. 

1  should  say  that  lor  eveiy  si'mI  hot  and  ca])tured  three  escape 
wounded,  to  die  in  the  water.  I  havi-  seen  ten  seals  on 
one  pan  shot  and  wounded  and  all  escaped.  To  kill 
and  captiiic  tin  seal.  th«'  hullet  must  lodye  in  the  head;  if  it  strikes 
any  part  of  the  h(»dy  the  seal  will  mana^ic  to  j^et  to  the  ••(!;;(•  (»f  the 
l>an  and  escap*'  into  the  water.  I  know  from  my  own  knowlediL;f  that 
the  nrunlxu'  of  s«'als   bronj;ht    in   on   second  trips  is  yearly  decrcias 


Washnf  nil 


11(1  Tt'il^O. 


iiifl',  and  that  the  fishery  is  hein^-  depleted  1»\  I  he  pros 
eciition  of  this  t ri|).  Apart  from  the  luunher  of  old, 
mature,  ami  teiiiale  seals  destroyed,  the  linntinj;'  necessars  for  their 
capture  prevents  the  male  and  female  eomiiiu'  together  as  soon  as  they 
otiiiMwisc  W(»nld.  and  makes  the  whole  species  more  \.  iiry  and  more 
dillicidt  to  captniv  each  year,  so  much  so  that  <'\en  at  a  distance  of 
from  I  to  .")  miles  the  smoke  of  a  steaiin-r  Idowinu  ov«'i' 
the  ice  in  ihedireetioii  ot'  the  seals  w  ill  cause  them  imme- 
diately to  leave  she  iee  and  fake  to  the  water. 

On  tiiie  first  rri|)  a  yood  nniiiy  seals  are  shot  in  the  widi'i    as  at  that 
season  of  the  vear,  the  montii  of  March,  thev  are  fat      ,...,  ,  . 

1  II    ll         i    I        .  ll  1     *     •         •         »  x'  ^\  lllllinilii     ImIwum 

and  will  float. Inif  on  the  second  trip  in  .\pril  they  are   iiiimiiiim  ,,n  nisi    uhI 
seltlom   tired  at  in  the  water,  for  if  shot  the\  imiiieili 
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diat«'ly  sink;  except  von  are  very  clo.su  to  them  and  very  (piick  yoi 
eiui  uot  secure  oue  t)f  them. 


n 
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,,    ,     ,  The  IkmmI  st'iils  iir«' ui'iM'iallv  ill  fiiuiilit's,  iiiiilt',  tV'iiiiilt', 

Skills  liiivo  lu'tMi  liiUcii  tiM'  i)iist  soiisoiis  on  tlic  ('list  ouiist  (>('  (Irecii- 
laiid  with  S.  S.  (i.sliot  ill  lliciii;  tliis  kind  i»l"  shot  is  only  used  by  s«'al- 
ers  oil  the  NcwCoiiiKli.'iid  coast, 

Jami;s  (J.  rl(»v, 

Maxlrr  Mini  tin'. 
Attested. 
[sEAL.j  Tiros.  N.  .M<»i,ij»v. 

I'liiliil   Stiitcs   t'oihsill. 


Affiilarif  of  h'ii-lnn-il  /'//.v,  sinhr  (iiinstir). 
UAlUSEALlNCi    IN   NOKTII    ATLANTIC. 


! 


I'NMTIM)    StAI'KS   ('(tNSri.ATK, 

.S7.  ■fnlnis,  \nrfoiiiiilliiiiil.  -Iiiiir  ;.'/,  /V:?. 

Personally  apueait'il  l)eroie  iiii',Tlios  N.  .Molloy,  «'(»iisiii  oftlie  liiited 

Stales»»r  America  lor  Newtoiindland,  Ificiiard  Pike,  iiiastei  iiiaiinei-olSt. 

.lohiis  aforesaid,  wlat  heiiij;  duly  s\V(»ni  hetbrc  inc.  upon 

his oatli  says:   1  am  a  iiiaster  niaiiner.     I  have  l>eeii  en- 

jia ;;(•<!  in  tin'  pi'(»seciilioii  of  t  lie  seal  fishery  on  the  coasts  of  Labiador  and 

Newfoundland  for  Ibit  vloiir  years,  twenty  years  of  wliich  I  ha\e  heeii 
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•allii''  is  cur- 


I'inl  nil 


inasterof  a  stcainer.  I  i-aii  not  sjieak  of  the  pei'<'enla;;e 
1  of  seals  taken  on  a  "second  trip."  nor  oftlie  sex.  Nearly 
all  the  seals  taken  are  hc<llamers  and  old  harps.  The 
'•second  trip"  jiciicially  covers  the  month  of  April. 
Nearly  all  seals  taken  on  the  '*se<-ond  trip"  are  shot  on 
<»peii  and  lloatin;;'  ice.  Very  few  are  shot  in  the  water, 
for  if  hit  there  is  yery  little  chaiu-e  of  their  capture, 
as   they  sink  immediately.     They  are  s«'ldoni  or  never 

tired  at  in  the  water,  for  unless  tln-y  ar«'  very  close  there  is  very  little 
chance  of  their  heinj;  recovered.  Fully  <iiie  third  of  the 
seals  shot  on  .'he  ice  are  lost,  for  when  wounded   tiny 

maiia^i'c  to  crawl  to  the  cil^e  of  the  pan  and  into  the  water,  and  when 

once  in  the  water  they  sink  or  die  from  their  wounds. 

Seals  shot  in  the  water  in  the  month  of  March  can    lie  recovered,  as 
they  are  fat  and  in  ^ood  <()iidition.  an*l   tloat.  but   in 

MMiinuiii  Miii.iiiiii.i   tlic  latter  part  of  April,  when  shot,  tliev  sink   ii edi- 

III   A|iiil.  '  ' 


Wast,,  ollif,. 


DilViniii  r   liil  Willi 
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atcly.  I  am  stroiijuly  aj>iiiiist  "second  trips."  as  in  my 
0|i|..is..ii(i'-sir.iii,i  ,,|,j||j,,|,  they  arecaiisin;;  a  rajiid  decline  in  the  imliis- 
i:aiiiii  iii.nasr  ni  ^ '.^  ■>  I'lvcly  to  h'ud  t(»  tlic  extermination  of  the  species 
ii  in  sii.  l»y  the  killiii,n' of  old  and  mature  seals,  and  thedesfiuc 
tion  ('aiised  l»y  the  use  of  tirearms.  Some  of  the  iiifii 
resident  in  the  noi'thern  harbors,  who  have  been  eii,ua,ucd  in  the  actual 
killiiiji  of  t  lie  seal  <'aii  ;iive  imu'e  particular  iiifnrination  as  to  the  ajic 
and  sex  oftlie  seals  kilh'd.  Theyoiiiiiu  harp-seal  takes 
to  t  l;e  watei  aixMit  the  J'tiU  of  .Maifli,  but  when  tliev 
"ride"  the  ice  and  the  ic(!  closes  the\  are  killed  l»y 
liattiii;:.  that  is,  when   the  ice  is  jainiiied.  ami  they  can 


Il.iiijln  111  liai  |i  sua!. 
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i.ot  cscapi'  into  the  water. 


Attested. 


ItM'lIAKM)    I'IKI., 

Mii.sfrr   Mdiiiur, 
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Tr.SriMOXY  Rl'LATIXr,  TO  ANTAKCTIC  SliAI.ING. 


J><po.s!tlnn  nfJamrs  W.  lSi(tliiitilini,  .srtilcr  {nnustrr). 
A.MAI{<  TIC   SKALING   AND   K(M iK KKIES. 


I)ISTI{I(   r    OI'  ("(»I,i  MIUA, 

Cifjl  of   Woshiiiiitnii,  ss; 

('apt.  .liiiiH's  \V.  I'.iidiiijjtnii.  hciii;;  tliily  swdiii,  (IcpoMcs  and  says:  T 
III)  ."».»  years  (if  ajiC  a   resident    itl' (iiutnii,  ( 'mum.,  and 
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a  master  Miaiiner.  Since  ISTI  I  have  made  seNcial 
voya^ics  1(»  tlu'  suntlieni  lieniis|»!iei('  fur  the  pni  pose  of  s«'al  huntinjf.  and 
am  t  hoi  untidy  aetpiainted  w  ith  the  ishiuds  and  coasts  a  I  tout  <  'a|M-  I  loin 
and  in  the  son  thein  A  thin  tic  ( >cean  \\  heie  In  r  seals  have  heen  taUen.  1 
also  stndied,  as  I'ai'  as  I  was  aide,  the  haliits  and  conditions  of  liie  I'nr- 
seal  of  the  son! hern  seas. 

rntiKioiiin. — Tiie  seal  ro(»Ueiies  of  I'ata^onia  lie  alon;;'  the  eastern 
coast,  sonth  ot  ahont  latitnde  4-  ,and  np  the  western 
coast  to  tlu'  (inlfof  Penas.  i-'ormeily  these  re^iions 
abonnd  in  seals,  i>nt  now  there  are  not  enon;ili  t(t  |»ay 
tor  tlu'  huntinj;.  In  ISSj  I  took  (lOO  seals  olf  the  westein  coast  at 
I'icton  (tpeninji.  In  1SSS-',S!»  1  aj;aiir  visif«'d  thecoast,  Imt  only  obtained 
•1  skins,  (ireat  (pniiitities  have  heen  taken  from  the  eastern  coast,  hnt 
at  present  there  are  no  seals  there. 

Terra  ihl  Fint/o  ami  the  ishiiiils  In  ihc  ririiiiti/, — Thest' islands  were  at 
«>.ne  time  ver\  ahnndant  in  seals,  and  wer«'  considered 


l\iLi^iiiii,'i 


ikrlic 


ill   ISSI  iflicl   l«.«»    '■"'.I. 


amonj.;  the  In-st    lookcrie 


I  visited  them  in   I.s71»-'S(» 


.o(iki>rii-H 
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and  ttMik  ■"•.•HM»  skins.     On  mv  last  vovauc.  in  IS'.M-'li'J.   i-'iin^  i^hin.is  i 

I.        <  1       lu.ii  1.1  '•        •  i-   .1  !•  I>i!l-  Wi.  and   l>ill     '.'j. 

toiiK  (any  *.U)().  and   the  majoiHy  ot  these  caiin- troin 

another  ])oi'ti(Mi  of  the  coast,  wnicli  had  not  l)een  woiked  foi'  twf!\e  or 

lifteen  years.     Tiioiisands  of  skins  had  lornn'rly  been  taken  from  tlu'se 

islands,  lait  the  animals  are  piactically  extinct  there  today. 

Fnlkianil  Ishiinls. — W  one  time  these  islands  wcie  very  aWnndant 

in   seal   life,   lait   excessive  and  indiscrindnate  killing' 

has  neari.N  annihihited  them:  this  fact  was  iec(»;;ni/e(l 

l»y  tin-  government  of  the  islands,  w  hicli  passed  an  oidi-    i'"' '"' 

nance  in  ISSl  establishing' a  close  season  from  October      •i'"" 

"^  lisli.il. 
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to  April  for  the  islands  and  the  seas  adjacent  thereto. 
My  iinderstaiidin^i- of  this  or<linaiu'e  was  that  the  (Jovennneiit  wtaild 
seize  aii\  vess»'l   takin;;"  seals  close  to  en'  within  !"»  or 
LM»  miles  of  the  islands.     It  certainly  wonid  not  have 
owed  t(»  take  seals  between  the  Falklands  and 
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■ne  Island,  L'.S  miles  distant,  which  is  t-onsidered  part  oi'  the 
roup.     I    i.nderstood  this  ordinance  was  [lassed  un  the  ground  that 
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the  seal  vosorfiii};  to  tlu'so  ishiiuls  was  rlir  i»nt]»orty  of  tlic  (lovoni- 
incut  and  tht'iclorc  it   liad  a  ri^lit   to  prott'ct    tlicin 


( itt\-('riiinciit  i-liiiiMs 
|ii'ii|iri'tv  ill  »r^iU  am 


]  evi'iywlii'ix'.     Tlie  (lovcrnnn'ut.  liowcvcr,  y:av('Ii('t'nsfs 
iiuiii  to  |.n.i.-.i  tii.iii   to  (MTtaiii  itarties  at  from  CSO  to   CKMI  a  year  to  take. 


every w  lifii 


Mi'i'iisi'S  ;,'i'anlril. 


seals  duiin};'  tlic  close  season.  On  aernnnt  of  these 
licenses  I  tliink  the  clVeet  of  the  ordinance  is  niillilied,  althonjih  the 
islands  are  well  jiuaided,  and  seals  hin»'  incicased 
very  little,  if  at  all,  l»ccausc  of  allowiri};  huidinj;  to 
take  place  under  these  licenses. 

South  (ivni-ijin  Ishiiul. — 'I'liis  island  atone  time  piodnci-d  many  tlnai- 

santl  skins.     I  visited   it   in   1S71   ami  j;(tt  l,t"»(>  skins, 

s.mii   o.niKia  Is    |  „j^  jf   J,.,,!  ]^^,^.^^  visited    live  v«'ars  l»cfore,  when   sm 

lanil  ripiikriirs  111  lHi4.  ,  •  ,       •,    ,  .  . 

skins  were  taken,  and  where  tiiose  had  Iteen   tak<'U  I 
only  j;<it  SC!.     1  found  a  new  rookeiy  which  had  not  been  worked,  to  my 
knowlediic,  and  then  I  yot  the  remainder.     In  IS7."»  ,"> 


is; 


ISO'.'. 


I'riiclic  allv  ixtimt. 


vessels  visited  the  island  and  in>\  (»<>(»  scids.  Tiie  next 
season  4  vessels  ajuain  worked  it,  ;i('ttinj;-  11(».  Siiu-e 
that  tinu',  until  January,  ISOii,  it  had  not  heeii  worked, 
iind  in  that  month  I  <iot  from  there  l-'!''*  skins,  none, 
liowev«'r,  cominj;  from  the  old  rookeries.  The  seals  on 
kSouth  (Icorjiia  are  practically  extinct. 

Soiitli  Shvtloml  Islands. — The  shores  of  these  islands  weic  once  cov- 
ered with  seiils,  hut  there  are  practically  none  ther(! 
now.  I  don't  think  IdO skins  could  Ite  taken  from  there 
at  the  pri'sent  time,  while  I  ha\  «•  known  of  1  vessel 
Uas  kiinwii  „r  1  takinji' (iO.OdO  in  a  season.  Since  my  experience  le,L;an, 
however,  the  liijij^cst   catch  was   1,;, (»(»(»  by  a   ileet   of 


Smith      Slii'llaiiil 


I'diiKcrics    )p|'aiiic 
lli'|llrli'll. 


ilh 


Vessel  calrliinj;  Uii.diiil 


4  vessels;  that  was  in  lS71-'7l'.  1  was  tlieie  at  that 
tiuH'.  The  lu'xt  year  we  took  about  12.(M»(»,  the  llect  consist inji'  (»f  <» 
vessels.  In  lS7;)-'74  our  Ileet  of  7  vessels  tn(»k  about  ."»,()(l(t.  l")(  to 
alxMit  ISS(»  from  KIO  t«»  L'OO  seals  were  taken  annually  from  these  islands. 
Since  issit  the  rookeries  were  not  worked  till  lssS-",Si».  That  season  I 
visited  the  islands  ami  took  .'>!)  skins.  J  a^ain  went  theie  this  year 
and  took  tl. 
ISaii<liri<li  /jdiid. — In  IS7."»-'7(i  I  \isited  these  islands;  there  werc.'{(»r  i 
vessels  in  the  Ileet.  We  searched  the  southern  islands 
and  lound  nothiiiju.  One  \  essel  went  to  tlie  northern 
islamls  and  took  about  2,0(»(»  skins.  In  lS7(i-'77  I  was 
there  aj^ain,  t  tleet  consistinji'  of  (»  vessels.  We  took  altojictlu'r 
about  1,0(1(1.  Tl.c  next  season  some  vessels  a^ain  visited  the  islands,  but 
did  not  take  KKI  seals.  In  ISSO-'Sl  l'  vessels  st(»pped  there,  but  jitu  no 
skins,  l-'rom  that  tinu'  until  I  called  there  this  season  they  had  not 
been  worked.  I  took  l(l(»  skins.  Perhaps  I'OU  more  cuidd  be  taken 
there,  l)ut  not  more,  and  that  would  clear  them  up, 
except  what  few  ytainji' seals  mi,nlit   live  tlirou;^h   tlii.- 


Sji  II  il  w  i  r  li     I.aiiil 
I'lHiki'iies, 
Oiiiease. 


l'ra<liiall,V(le|ilelecl. 


i.cpImps  Islands;  seals  season.     I  lui \ c  iicver  bccii  Oil   tlic   Lobos   Islands,  but 
'"■"'■  ill  passiii<>'  the  mouth  (»f  the   IMatte  in   September   1 

have  seen  seals  in  the  water  a  hundred  miles  from  the  islands. 

Kitcnnination. — All  these  re};ioiis  are  particularly  favorable  for  seal 
life;  the  raw,  damp  atmosphere,  absence  of  sunshim^ 


rlillllllli'  roIlllitiiPlls 
similar  to  tliosi'  cpI'  the     < 
I'riliilipr  Islands. 


ind  uninhabited  <()ii(litioiis  bciiij^'  most  ad\  antaycoiis 
to  the  existence  of  the  sju'cies.  All  these  rejiions  de- 
scribed are  uiiiiihal>ited  excejitinj;' the  Falkland  Islands  and  Terra  del 
Kuefio,  the  latter  i)eiiifi'  inhabited  by  the  Indians,  who  ouly  visit  a  tew 
of  the  in  shore  rookeries. 
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From  Iminlrcds  «»("  tlmiisiiiMls  ol'  scnls  rt'sortiii;;'  to  tln's«'  islinuls  :iimI 
coasts,  tlu'  iiiiimIkms  liiixc  Itccii  icdiu  ril   to  a  lew  liiiii 
(li'cds.  wliicli  s*-fk  llir  l:iiiii  in  srattcicd  haiiils  and  rusli 
to  thr  st>a  on  tlie  appioai-li  of  man. 

Miininr  of  siiillin/. — NVlicn  I  liist  Id'jian  scalinj-'  in 
|s7l  tln'sc  looKfiics  liad  not  Imm-ii  woiUcd  lor  twi-nty- 
livc  oi  tliiity  vcais.  ami  tlic  seals  had  had  a  cliiiiKM'  to  increase.  The 
seals  were  then  very  tame,  and  were  all  killed  witli  clults.  So  tame 
were  they  yon  coidd  ;;i>  around  amoiiu  tluMn  like  yon  eonh!  amonv.  cattle, 
anil  at  <»ne  place  they  wonldn't  m'i  ont  of  the  way,  so  had  to  lie  knocked 
ill  the  liead  in  order  to  make  room  to  set  up  a  tent.  Iteiore  1>SS(),  how 
ever,  tlie  seals  had  become  wild  from  hiintinj;,  and  we 
had  to  use  guns,  killiiiu  them  on  the  rookeries  and  in 
the  water,  \vlieic\er  we  conid  j;et  at  tiiem. 

Wiisti  of  li/r. — We  killed  every!  liin;j;.  old  and  yonnj;-, 
that  we  conld  yet    in  .uMiislnit  oi',  excepting'  the  black 
pups,   whose  skins   were   niiiiiarketable.  and  most   all  <il' tiiese  died  ot' 
starvation,  having'  no  means  of  snsteiiain-e.  or  else  were 
killed  bva  sort  oi' bn/./ard,  when  the  mother  seals,  hav-      ^'■"'■"''""•<  


Imi- 


arm-  -iin  !■  l.'-ii. 


WiiMl.df  lit,.. 


inj;  licen  destioyed.  were  nnalile  to  piotect  them  lon;;er.  So  too  these 
liiids  ate  the  carcasses  of  the  <l(>ad  pnps  and  little  traces  wfre  to  be 
fonnd  of  the  liodies.  'I'lie  seals  in  all  these  localitij's  have  been  de- 
stroyed entirely  by  this  indiscriminate  killinj;  of  old  and  yonny.  male 
ami  female.  If  the  seals  in  tlies<'  re<;ions  had  iieeti  protected  and  onlv 
a  certain  nnmlier  of '•doj^s"  (yiinnj;  male  seals  unable  to  hold  their 
positions  on  the  beaches)  allowed  t<i  be  killc<l.  these  islands  and  coasts 
wonid  lie  a^ain  popnions  wi'li  seal  life.  The  seals  wnnld  certainlv  not 
ha\t'  dceieased  and  wtinld  have  prodnced  an  aiinnal  snpply  of  skins 
for  all  times. 

.\s  it  is,  however,  seals  in  the  Antarctic  rej;ions  are 
practically  extinct,  and  1  have  j;iven  np  the  bnsincss 
as  beiny  unprohtable.  The  whole  annual  catch  for 
7  vessels  has  not  exceeded  -.(iOO  skins  for  the  last  four  years. 

Ilahils. — 'I'lie  "wius"  (the  old  male  seals)  an*  tlu'  first  seals  to  arriv( 
on  the  rookeries:  eomiiiy  abont  the  middle  of  October, 
They  liji'ht  for  ad\anta.i;eons  places  on  the  beaches  and 


A  iiliinl  ir     sci 
luacliiallj  ixliiicl. 
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ne\ei- leave  their  positions  aflev  once  lieinj;'  established.     The  females 

or  ••clap matches"  come  a   month   later  and   arc  cap- 

tnred  by  the  ••  wins"  w  ho  j^ct  as  many  as  they  can  take   |, „Vv,'|' ''"""''"  ''" 

care  of.     \\c  never  killed   the  seals  niitil   tlu^  females 

had  arri\ed.     NNIieii   I   lirst    went    to  these  regions  a  "pod"  or  familv 


I'ikIs 


consisted  <il  a  ••wiy"and  III  or  l."»  "clap-matches."  but 
tliis  y«'ar  everything  was  disor;;anize(l  and  not  more 
than  :,' or .!  seals  were  to^ctlier;  sometimes  ther*'  bein;;"  I  "clap  match 


ami 
matches. 
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'I'here  were  in    IS!I1    alioiit  as  manv 
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This  ei|nality  of  nnmbers  of  the  sexes  on    the  rookeries  i.> 


nnnatiiral.  as  the  seals  art 


jiolyy: 
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The  cause  of  the  nfeat  fallili;:- 


olV  in  the  n n mi ler  ot'  ••clap  matches"  is  we  used  to  kill  a  ilozen  female 


l'iiiiali.s|>riiiri|).illy 


tti  one  male,  and  so  not  only  the  males  are  in  excess  Imt 

the  species  has  been  ilestroyed  by  killinj^'  the  prodnceis. 

The  [Mips  are  boiii  on  the  lookeiies  and  are  nnalile  to 

swim-till  six  or  ei.ylit  weeks  of  aj;e.     If  one  jucts  washed 

olVthe  rocks  beloie  that  time  it  is  drowned.     .V  pnp  born  in  the  water 

or  on  the  kelp  wonld  certaiidy  perish.     I  don't  think  a 

pnp  is  weaned  till   he  is  four  months  *ild.     i  am  also 

convinced  that  copnlation  takes  place  on  land  before 
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l'«l:iyiv  liiitli 
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llu'.v  iiii;ir;i(«':  tlic  |M'ii<t«l  uf  ;f«»stiilioii  liciii;;' sihoiit  cIovimi  iiioiillis.     Tin' 
sfiiis  ItMvi-  tlif  I'liokci  irs  in  .Mnrrli  when  irr  lM-;;iiis  to  ronii  :ir<Hiii<l  tlii> 
isliiiKis  iiiid  tlu-  snow  coiiiii'irnfcs  to  t'iill.     'riic  Tcriii   <lfl    l''ii«'};o  iiiiil 
l*at;i;;oiiiiili  stsils  liowt'Vrr  never  leave  tlie  looUeiies  or 
^'''""""""  tlie  wiiier.N  in  tlie  vicinity,  only  yoiny  out  into  tlie  in- 

I:iinI  wiiti'i's  ill   se:ii'e!i   of  food.      Alitiiit    Tel  lii   del    {''neiio    no  i<-e  forms 


lent,      liie  tenipeiatim^  is  always  eolil  aiuMlainp,  liein;^' 
Mint  U*^  V.  dniin^'  tlie  siiiniiier. 
KilliiifX  seals  without  rel'erenee  to  ajic  or  sex  is  boiiiid  to  exterminate 

the  speeit's  in   a  v«'ry  short   time,  and   it  seems  to  me 
•i.iiiii.iiioii    I....S    jj|,|j  unless  sometliiii;>' is  done  in  the  iiorthern  sfaliiij"' 

}{'iditnds  the  industry  will  soon  he  as  iinprolitaltle  as  it 
ill  »ii<>  >«..iini..i.i.  I ■.>••. i^i.ii..!.. 


is  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere 


.1.   W.    lU'DlNcnON. 


Suliserilied  and  swoiii   to  lielore  me,  a  notary  piililie  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columliia,  this."»th  day  of  .May,  ISJH'. 
|L.  S.J  Si',vi;i.l-(»N   A.   MuoWM. 


])epositi<>u  of  (ironic  ('miter,  srtihr  (mate). 
ANTAI{«"nC  SKAMNa. 

DlSTRTCT   <H'   CoLl  MIUA, 

Citif  »;/■  \\'it.sliiii;iltni,  .v.v; 

(ieor};e  Comer,  beiiii;'  duly  sworn,  depo.ses  and  says:  I  am  .'»t  years 
of  i\<H'.  and  a  resident  of  Kast    lladdam.  Conn.     Sinee 

Kx|«ii.mf.  187l»    I    ha VI'  been  eii;;a^ed    in   sealing-   iu  the  South- 

ern   Hemisphere  and    Wiis  out  every  year   e.xeept    two 


I  — ■   ■  ■ .'    J  •  "•    ■  -»'  >  |'«    <  "  >» 

seasons  up  to   ISS'.».     1    \isit«'d    on  these  voya;;es  Cape   liiuii,  South 
(ieorj;ia,  llie  Islands  of  Tristan  d'Aeiinha,  (iouj;hs  Islaiul,  the  (Jio/ets 
and  Ker^iUeleii  islands.     1   have  observed  the  habits  of  the  seals  Ire 
«|ueiitin';  these  localities,  and  I    spent  Iburteen  (Consecutive  months  oi 
one  island,  called  liy  us  West  ClilV,  located  on  the  coast  of  Chile,  aboii 

I I i     ...:i..,j    ......fl.     ..I'  fl...     ..f.M.lfo    ..*•   M .11....  i\..    n...i     :.. 


1   have  observed  the  habits  of  the  seals  fre- 

m 

a  hundred  miles  north  of  the  straits  of  .Majicllan.      On  that  cruise 

li.n  I  a.i  111.-;;..   ^^ ''  ^^'''^'  ^'"■''•'  .v»'iH's  iiway  from  home,  all  of  which  time 

iiiiri  ...a'siscii  i';iiiij'c>    was  spent  about  Terra  del  Kuej;()and  the  coasts  of  i'at- 

"'"•""'*''"'■  ajionia  and  Chile.     Duriii;^- these  three  years  (l.S7J>  to 

ISS'J)  our  cati'h   was  1,(MM»  seals,  2,000  of  which    wi-re  taken   the  tirst 

year,  and  we  practictally  cleaned  the  rookeries  luit.     In  ISS.!  to  iSSO,  I 

.     ,    .  visited  South   Geor"ia  as  mate  of  a  vt^ssel.     We  had 

lieard  reports  ol  the  number  of  seals  torinerly  taken 

there,  but  we  di<l  not  ^vt  ,\  seal,  and  only  saw  oiu*.     In   1SS7,  while  I 

,    ,,     ,  was  on  (i()ii;;hs    Islaud,  the  vessel  wi'iit  over  to  South 

(ieor;;ia  and  took  .»  seals.     In  the  summer  ol  1S8«    we 

(■r../,..tiiiMi  K.ij;iic     put  six  men  on   (loughs  Island,  and  then   went  to  the 

lili  IshiiiclH.  ;,  ,  11-  1111  1  ,.      1     .. 

(  ro/.ets  and   Kerjiiuelen  Island,  e»wniiionly  called  l>eso- 
lation  Island.    On  our  return,  niiH-  mouths  after,  the  i;aiig  had  taken 
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iiltoiit  10  or ')<>  skins.  Vimis  ht'lhif  tlic  l-)ii;;lisli  li:iil  liadtlir  woiUino' m|' 
(ioil;;'lis  Isliiiiii,  :iimI  liad  run  tlir  hnsim-ss  niit.  sm  tlirir  wrif  pi  ;l<-tUMll.v 
h.»  .^,ill  III. 'If.  W'c  |»ill  11  ;^;iUji' on  tin'  ( 'n»/.fls.  i-xpcilili;;  to  <ln  wrll. 
Tlicy  st;ii(l  tlicn^  livr  iii  ml  lis  ;iiiil  took  tliire  souls. 

Tilt'  l''iii:;lisli  ill  Oiipt'  'l'(»\vn  li:iil  n'ronmiciMlt'd  us  to  ;;<»  tjicrc.  Iicchush 
tliry  s:iii|  tliiit  I'mi  iiii'i'ly  tlicy  liiul  tiikt'ti  a  uicat  iiutiilti'i- n|'  skins  tliric. 
VV«>  went  to  Kri'^'Ut'li'M  Isliinil.  iiihI  tlirrc  i  hail  rliai-:;*' of  tlio  scaliii;^'. 
W*' staid  altoiit  tour  iiiontlis.  and  took  IS  seals.  Piior  to  this  visit  I 
had  spent  live  iiiontiis  at  Ker;;'iiel(>n  Island,  and  we  then  took  (»  seals; 
that  was  in  the  wintei' of  |s,s;»  and  18Sk  ,\l»oiit  IS."»(»  this  island  was 
visited  l»,\  an  .\iiieriean,  who  piaetieally  eleaned  otV  the  seals.  The 
captain  I  shipped  with,  .loseph  i'^iiller.  visited  the  island  in  ISSO  and 
took  .■!.)»(l(t  seals,  piaetieally  all  there  were;  anil  this  was  the  inerease 
lor  the  thirty  years  fiom  I.S."»(».  While  lwa>at<'ape 
Town  I  saw  a  iii\u>i  start  out  lor  sealin;:  on  that  eoasi ; 
the  rookeries  I  understood  to  he  alioiit  li.l  miles  tVoiii  ( 'ape  Town.  They 
are  in  the  possession  oreontnd  of  a  eoinpaiiy,  as  I  was  then  informed, 
wliieh  has  the  exeliisivii  ri;iht  to  take  seals  llieie.  We  did  not  dai«'  to 
<in  to  those  rookeries,  heeaiise  soalin^i'  was  prohiluted.  and  we  would 
not  have  heeii  allowed  to  take   them   in   the  waters  adjacent  thereto. 


'a|M'  cil   I  i 
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.\i';;>'eiitiiia  also  clainie<l  possession  of  Stateii  Ijaiul  at 

Cape  I  loin,  and  since  about   1S,SL*  or  iss;5  we  hav«'  not 

been  allowed  to  take  seals  at   that   point  oi'  in    the  waters  near  there, 

idtliouj;h  the  citizens  of  .Vr;;('iitiiia  themselves  have  taken  seals  tliei«' 

every  yeai',  as  I  understand  and  believe.     In  the  tirst 

j)art   of  a  season  we  iH'ver  disturbed   the   rookeries  we 

visited,  alwaxs  lettin;;'  the   seals   «'onie   on    shore;  then   we  would   kill 

them  on  land  with  clults  or  ritles.     During'  the  lattei-  part  of  a  season 

the  seals  become  very  wild,  and  we  used   to  shoot  them   in   the  water 

from  boats.     When  wo  shoot  them  in  the  water  we  lose 

cj'rtainly  three  out   (»f  live  wc  kill  by  sinking,  and  wr   ^^•'"''"' '''■•• 

also  wounded  a  j-ieat   many  more.     Shoot  in;;'  seals  in  the  water  is  the 

most  destructive  method  of  taking' them  as  coiiipareil  with  the  niimlter 

of  skins  we  have  to  show  foi-  <Mir  work. 

The  shores  oi-cnpied  by  all  these  r(»okeries  I  have  mentioned  are  of 
much  the  same  character;  there  is  a  narrow  beach 
line  from  which  clitVs  rist-  abrui»tly  to  the  lu'iyht  of 
To  to  loO  feet;  tlirouuh  these  are  narrow  crevasses 
ill  the  rocks  or  small  ravines,  where  sticams  tlow  into  the  sea:  it  is  at 
such  iioitits  the  seals  are  to  be  foiiiitl.  The  animals  clamber  up  these 
rocks,  often  ^'oiii;.!  where  it  is  impossilde  for  man  to  ;;o.  The  climate  of 
these  loitalities  is  peculiar.  The  sky  is  t'onstantly  overcast,  and  dniiiiji!: 
the  siiiiiinei'  the  average  temperature  would  be  between  K>  and  to  '  |<\ 
Ikain  falls  nearly  every  <lay.  keepin;;  the  atmosphere  constantly  moist, 
but  no  hard  storms  take  place,  tlie  laiii  fallin;:  in  misty  showers.  Diir- 
iiini'  the  fourteen  months  I  |)assed  at  West  Clitl",  heretofore  mentioned.  I 
ha*l  an  excellent  ojjportunity  to  examine  and  study  the  seals  which  fre- 
(pient  that  coast.     Aloiii;  the  coasts  and  islands  near  ('ape  lliuii  siiov 
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does  not  tail  to  any  «'xtent.  and  never  remains  for  any  leii;;th  of  time. 
No  ice  forms  aloii^'  the  shore.  Tlieie  is  v«'ry  little  ditfer»'iic«'  in  the 
temperature  of  winter  and  summer.     The  seals  inhab-      „  , 

■  ..  ..  I  I  i  •  .         1       i        I  •  IhiliilHiil  lliisialH. 

itinu  these  shores  do  not  migrate,  luit  always  remain 

(Ml  or  near  the  land,  only  yoinn  a  short  distance  in  search  of  food,  and 

at  all  .seasons  and   in  e\«'ry  month  of  the  year  seals  c;iii  be  found  on 

shore.     Toward  the  latter  part  of  October  the  "  wi^s,"  „ 

ov  fiill^rown  males,  be^in  to  c(tn;nr('^ate  on  the  breed-         '"'* 

iny  rt>okeries.     A ''wig"  weighs  any  where  from  '2'>0  to  .j(MI  pounds, 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


4 


.// 


:/. 


2/ 


1= 
11.25 


Ik 

US 


1^  Uk 
l£ 

1.8 


U    11.6 


Photographic 
_Sdences 
Corporation 


33  MESf  MAIN  STRIET 

WfiBSTER.K.r.  14580 

716)  •73-4503 


V 


^ 


.V 


/>^^ 

^  £ 
^ 


«? 


^''^^  ^, 


& 
H 


598 


TESTIMONY   RELATEXG    TO   ANTARCTIC    SEALING, 


J'lip.s  uot    born 
watiM'  iir  (HI  kulii. 


and  must  be  four  or  five  years  rd  l)ef()n'  lie  lias  streiij^tli  and  endur- 
ance euouyli  to  maintain  ii  jilace  on  the  rookery. 
The  battles  for  position  betwien  the  rival  "  wigs"  are  most  (ierce,  hut 

"(Ma  .i.iit.ii.s "      "^  ^'^^^  ^''^'-^  ''^^  ^^^^  ^''^''"  5>^'*<'P'''>  'i"<l  iiwait  the  comin}; 
'"'"""'""'        of  the  "  clap  matches,"  or  females.     About  the  loth  (►f 
November  the  females  be<;in  to  arrive,  and  laud  on  the  breedin<>-  rook- 
eries.    Each  "wlji"  f;ets  about  him  as  many  "clap  nr.itiilies"  as  he  <ran, 
the  averaj^e  nuinbei',  I   should  say,  beinj;-  from   ten  to  twenty.     The 
"wiji"  nevi'r  allows  tln^  "clap  match"  to  leave  his  harem  for  some  time, 
always  s«',i/ing  her  and  (h-ajujiinj;-  her  back  if  she  attempts  t(t  j>'o  into  the 
water.     Almost  imme<liately  on  landinj?  the  femahi  droi)s  her  pup.  it 
seldom  being  more  than  a  day  after  tlu'y  come  on  shore.     A  "  <'lap 
match"  8' ""^  birth  to  only  one  pup,  excei>t  in   rare 
"'"'■  instances,  when  she  has  two.     I  never  saw  but  one  case 

where  a  "daiunatch"  had  more  than  one  pup  at  a  birth.  Within  a  few 
d.ays  after  the  birth  of  the  pup  the  "clap  match"  is  served  by  the 
"  wig."  After  being  served  the  "  wig"  lets  her  go  into  the  water  to  feed, 
as  she  has  to  do  in  order  that  she  maj'^  nurse  hiii-  pup.  The  pup  when 
born  weighs  about  four  or  live  pounds,  and  is  covere<l  with  shiny  black 
hair,  beneath  which  there  is  no  fur.  When  four  or  five  months  oM  this 
black  hair  is  shed,  ami  new  hair  of  a  brownish-giay  color  comes  out, 
and  the  fur  appears  l)cueath  it.  A  pnjt  does  not  go  into  the  watcM-  until 
he  is  three  or  four  months  old,  and  then  he  works  in  gradually  from  the 
puddles  into  the  surf,  and  I  have  seen  "clap  matches"  in  stormy 
weather  pick  u^)  their  imps  in  their  mouths  and  carry  them  out  of  reach 
of  the  waves.  A  pup  born  in  tin;  water  or  on  a  bed  of 
keli>  would  certainly  be  drowned,  and  <luring  all  my 
experience  I  never  saw  a  black  pup  seal  on  kelj)  or  in 
the  water.  Until  the  pup  sheds  his  l)lack  hair  he  is  entirely  dependent 
on  his  mothers'  milk  for  sustenance. 

I  have  never  seen  a  "clap  match  "  suckling  more  than  one  pup,  and  it 
is  my  injpression  that  a  "clapmatcli"  would  not  nurse  any  pup  except 
herowujfor  Ihaveseen  hei-  tlirow  other  pups  aside  and  pick  out  one  par- 
tic  ular  one  from  the  whole  number  on  tlu^  rookery.  A  bhn;k  i)up  walks 
on  all  fours,  raising  his  body  more  from  the  ground  than  an  older  seal, 
and  appears  to  be  moreof  a  land  animal  than  his  elders.  All  seals  can 
move  very  rapidly  on  lainl  when  fonted  to  do  so,  and  seem  to  have  re- 
nnirkabh^  powers  of  land  locomotion  when  the  formation  of  tiieir  flip- 
pers and  body  are  taken  into  consideration.  The  young  "  wigs"  or 
ncuibreeding  males,  not  being  allowed  on  the  rookeries,  herd  by  them- 
selves, and  never  molest  the  harems.  About  the  L'Oth  of  \ovend»er  we 
used  to  begin  killing,  and  uj)  to  that  time  the  "  wigs"  had  never  left 
their  positiinis  to  feed  <n'  drink.  I  do  not  know  how  unu-h  longer  they 
would  have  staid  there  fasting  if  we  had  not  molested  them.  Young 
"wigs"  go  into  the  water,  but  during  the  breeding  season  hang  arcumd 
the  rookeries,  never  going  far  from  shore.  If  there  had  been  strict 
regulations  enforced,  allowing  us  to  kill  only  young  "wigs."  and  not  to 
disturb  the  breeding  seals,  I  am  convinced,  and  have  no  doubt,  that 
all  these  r<»okerie8  would  be  full  of  seals  to-day.  It  has 
naUonoi^Vii'Heai!'"'  ^*^*'"  ^'^''  indiscriminate  killing  which  lias  caused  the 
practical  extermination  of  fur-seals  in  the  southern 
hemisphere. 

George  Comeb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a  notary  ])ubli(;  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  U.  IS.  A.,  this  loth  day  of  dune,  ISDU. 

[L.  S.J  SEVELLON   a.  15UOWN. 


TESTIMONY  RELATING  TO  PRIRILOF  NATIVES. 


Tfi'posltion  of  T)r.  IT. 


.  ,  ^,       IL  McTutji^e,  sHjH'nitUmlnit   of  A  lash,  Commer- 
cud  Coiiip((iti/ on  the  Prihilo/  IsIkihI.s  (1s;o-8'J.) 

CONDITION   OF  THE  NATIVES. 

State  of  VEinioNT, 

Orange  Cointti/,  .ss; 

II.  n.  Mcliityre, of  Haiuli.lpli,  in  said  <oiinty, liavinj? hovu  dulv  swoni 
(leposos  aiHl   says:    1   am  4S    years  old  and    a   na-  '  "> '^^^"^''^ 

tivc  of  \  crniont.     I  went  to  Alaska  in  1,S(!S  and  to  the      '■'^'''■"'•'"■'• 
I  rd.dot  Islands  in  l.S(;!)  as  special  United  States  Treasniy  affenl,  and 
Avas  employed  m  actnal  service  as  snperintendent  of  the  seal  fisheries 
(.Alaska  ,n- 1  he  ate  lessees  from  1870  to  l.SS!>,  inclnsive,  and  in  these 
apac.ties     visited  tl.e  seal  islands  of  Alaska  every  year  covere.l  by 

lilt  mate  acquaintance  with  everythiii}.-  in  ami  ab(mt  the  seal  Hsheries 
and  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands.  It  was  my  diitv  during  all 
this  tune  to  see  that  they  were  provided  with  evervthin-  iiecessan-  t<» 
sm-cess*n  ly  carry  on  the  seal-lishing  business  and  witli  all  sui,.»lies 
ot  ey-tM-y  descrii.tion  required  for  the  comfort  and  well-beina-  of  the  in- 
habitants  of  the  islands.  ^ 

In  the  matter  of  the  preservation  of  the  fur-seals  these  inhabitants 
siumld  receive  some  consideration.    Their  ancestors 
were  carried  to  the  I'ribilof  «roiip  more  than  a  century      i><i't».i...„ .■  .„,  .s.ai 
ago,  and  the  majority  of  the  present  generation  have  ''""'' 
been  born  and  bred  where  they  imw  live.    They  number  at  i.resimt 
al)out  .350   people   who    know    no   other    home,   and    few  of   whom 
have  ever  seen    any  other  land   than    the   islands  on 
live.     Ihey  are  a  simple-minded,  (h.cile,  yood-natiired 
people,  far  above  the  averai-e  aborij>inaI  inhabitant 


which 

riiiujiitcr. 


they 


of  the  country    in    iiitellij.enc<',   as  Indeed,    iiJight    b( 
tliem  in  this  f;;eijoration,  from  the  fact  that  the  Aleutian 


AT/^Ji.  .  ;  ,  ..I..      1  ■,        -■■■•'^^  .ii.iu  .iiv.  ^1.11 1111,111  iiiiiuii  in  ineir 

^nnM^  already  very  much  mixed  with  that  of  a  better  quality  from 
Russian  and  American  stock.  Very  iv^y,  if  any,  thorouoliired  Aleuts 
aie  to  be  h)und  in  Alaska  at  the  present  da  '  " 
devout  Christians  and  earnest  believers  in 


exjiected   of 

)lood  in  their 

1 

s 
ly.    All  are 

flwi   I'm  if  1        ('        'lil'iHliiiriily. 

the  Greco-Kussian  Chnr<-h,  observin'^i;' an"its  <nifwa'rd  forms,  and  lu-ac- 
tiems,  i)erhaps,  as  many  of  the  virtues  it  inculcates  as  the  a  vera -e  ad- 
herent of  orthodox  Christianity. 

Very  little  is  known  of  these  ])eople  umh'r  Russian 
early  part  of  this  century.     If  their  traditions  are  to  l)e 
relied  ui»on  they  were  hardly  better  off  at  this  time  than 
when  in  absolute  barbarism.     Their  rulers  were  hard 
taskmasters  and  Mere  themselves  but  meayerly  supplied    with  such 

5ua 


ie<-ime  in  the 


Ooiidilioii  iiiiili'i'lho 
Kiisxiiin  ('(iriipiiiiy. 
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TESTIMONY 


articles  as  would  have  materially  lieli)e<l  the  natives  if  tliey  conhl  have 
Their dweiiinus        ''"^^  theiii.     They  laboit'd  uiMlei'  the  disadvaiitayi'  of 

living.'  ill  a  cohl,  barren,  treeless  (Mnuitry  and  haviiiy  lo 
depend  for  buildiiij;  material  upon  the  driftwood  thrown  upon  their 
shon's  from  the  rivers  cmptyinj>-  into  Tn'iing  Sea.  It  was,  therefore, 
impossible  for  them  to  make  much  progress,  no  matter  what  the  teacli- 
ing  or  the  example  set  before  them  may  have  been  while  living,  as  they 
were,  in  their  damp,  tilthy  subterranean  houses;  and  more  impossible, 
for  them  to  live  otherwise  than  underground  until  they  were  furnislu'd 
witli  fuel  and  building  material. 

These  were  never  supplied  by  the  liussians,  and  the  Amerieans  ao 
conlingly  found  them,  upon  the  cession  of  the  territory  to  the  United 
States,  living  in  miserable,  unhealthy  hovels  totally  unflt  for  human 
habitatu)n.  The  supports  for  the  thatched  roofs  and  turf  si<lcs  of  their 
houses  consisted  of  the  pieces  of  driftwood  or  the  Jaw  bones  of  whales; 
light  was  admitted  through  the  opacpie  medium  of  raw  sea-licm  skins, 
stretched  uud  shaved;  the  chimney  was  a  hole  in  the  roof,  over  which  a 

skill  was  drawn  to  retain  the  heat  after  the  tire  went 

""^  ""  ■  out;  their  fuel  consisted  of  water-s(»aked  si>liiiters  of 

driftwood,  upon  which  was  burned  the  Ijlubber  (►f  the  seal  or  whale, 

emitting  the  nauseous  odors  of  burning,  rancid,  ill-smelling  animal  fats. 

The  smoke  from  the  lire  left  its  greasy  deposits  u]>on  everything  about 

the  premises  and  emitted  a  stench  endurable  only  by  a  sense  of  smell 

long  inured  to  it.     For  light  in  the  long  winter  nights  they  had  only  a 

small  burning  wick  supixnted  upon  the  surface  of  an  open  vessel  of 

.  seal  oil.    Their  food  consisted  almost  wlndly  ot  seal 

'"'  ""'  ■  meat,  with  rarely  a  meal  of  tish  or  fowl,  oftentinujs  eaten 

raw  in  summer,  and  dried  or  partially  dried  and  stored  in  the  intlati d 

stomachs  of  sea  lions  for  winter.    A  small  quantity  of  rye  was  furnishc  d 

them,  but  their  facilities  for  putting  it  in  edible  form  were  of  the  most 

luimitive  kind,  and  to  this  was  added  a  limited  quantity  of  tea  and 

sugar,  tobacco  and  rum.    Their  clothing  w^as  made  (»f 
xiicirr  otiiiug.        skins  or  of  sucli  coursc  cotton  or  woolen  cloths  as  were 
imported  in  very  limited  quantities  for  their  use. 

The  work  which  was  exacted  from  the  natives  under  Russian  rule 
akIuous  iniM.r  iiii    ^^'^^  uiuch  harder  than  has  since  been  put  upon  them. 
(Uif  ihf  Kii«8iiiii  Com-  The  islauds  wcrc  provided  with  no  teams  of  any  <lescrip- 
1""'*'  tion;  the  boats  were  rude  affairs,  built  fr<mi  pieces  of 

driftwood,  whalebone,  whale  sinew,  and  sea-lion  skins;  the  storehouses, 
workshops  and  tools  were  ill  coihstructed  and  inconvenient:  all  of  the 
skins  of  the  thousands  of  seals  slaughtered  each  year  were  transported 
on  the  slumlders  of  the  laborers  from  the  field  to  the  warehouses,  a 
great  amount  of  labor  expended  on  each  skin  in  cleiuiing  and  drying 
it,  and  all  were  again  shouldered  from  the  warehouses  t<)  the  boats  to  be 

lightered  to  the  vessels.     In  all  this  Avork  men,  women, 
Kcmiiiienition  ^^^j  children  participated,  and  each  received  the  small 

stipend  of  a  few  kopeks  per  day  or  per  skin,  barely  sufticientto  pay  for 
the  tea,  sugar,  coarse  clothing,  and  articles  of  dcuiiestic  use  sni>plied  from 
the  Company's  store.  Yet  even  this  poor  subsistence  was  furnished 
directly  or  indirectly  from  the  seals,  excepting  a  few  edible  roots  and 
wild  vegetables  and  an  occasional  tish  or  fowl  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
yejir.  There  is  absolutely  no  other  source  of  subsistence  at  the  seal 
islands. 
Since  the  occupation  of  the  territory  by  the  Americans  such  a  change 

has  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  the  natives  as  occurs 
aSchu'co "troi! " '  "^  the  transition  from  barbarism  to  civilization;  and 

such  a  change  as  has  brought  about  them  those  material 


RELATING    TO    I'RIIULOF   NATIVES. 


cm 


'I'lic'ii-  (I  \\ 

flMXl,  t'tc. 


Ktlcct  of  iicsl  ruction 
III  seal. 


staiitly  sui)i>lie(l  with  and  become  iieciistoined  fo  M.e  ii<-.  ..f  fi 

the  earth  ousht  to  respect ?     If  it  is  true  then  fhoV^Z    '" "' '"  ""^ ""»'  '"^"'• 
cepts  of  Christianity  bUr  still  auotheiurew!^^^^^^^^^^ 

Q  ^  ,       ,  II-    n.  MclNTYRE. 

It,.  S-1 


[L.  S.] 


Wm.  U.  Dv  Uois, 

JV^o<<«-^  Public. 


DATA  FOR  MIGRATION  CHART. 


Data  compUrU  from  affidavitu  licreirilh  appeinhtl  rvhithifi  to  the  time  the  .tlaxlaii  Inrd, 
diirhi;/  its  ni  if/ rat  ion,  appearn,  is  in  thv  (freatest  nnnilxr,  and  dimppvarn  off  vavionn  points 
alonij  (he  coast. 

COAST  OF  CALIFOKXIA,  iiS^  NOKTH  LATITUDE. 


Name  of  <lc]ii>neiit. 


TiiiiooCappeai'niiti'.  |!,n,.K,'!r'' "^'^     i        Time  of  disappearance. 


Maiiri<M' Moss ;  December  i30-;iO  . 

C.  i\.  Bellow .Taiiiiary 

AVilllaiii  Itreiiiiiiii <lo 

0.  Johnson do 


CAPE  ELATTKKV,  48°  XOIITII. 


Cows,  'Tuly  15;  smalls, 

July  If). 

(,'o\vs.  June  15;  smalls 


Jaini'S  ("laplanlioo '  Deecmlier  20 

J.  Liglithons.' December  20-:i0 

j;iliibasli do 

I'eter  I'.rown December  :i() 

Thomas  Zolniiks  December  2.') ;  July  1-1"). 

AViilkins December  JO-itll  Cows,  June;  smalls.  .Ii 

Oslv lannary  1 June. 

AUred  Irving ■  December  25-.ran Cows,  June  15;  smiiUs, 

Hish  Yulla ' |  July  (cows  earlier). 

Wispoo December 20-30 .fuly  (cows  eiirliei). 

Frank  Davis December  25 1  .Sm;'ills,  .Inly. 

Landis  C'alla))a December  20-l!0 July  15  (cows  earlier). 

Selwish  .Fohnson December-.J  anu-    July  1. 

I      '"">■•                                                           i 
A. J.  Guild January  1 June  1 

John  Tvsun December  20-:i0.. July  15. 


July  15. 
later, 
ily  15. 
lulv  15. 


Charlie  White do  . 

Wilson  I'arkcr j  January  1 j 

Chad.  ( ieorgo January I 

<ieo.  Disbort' do ; 

Wni.  Mrennan |  March  . 


July  10  (cows  earlier). 
Cows,  June. 


QUEJ^N'  CHAKLOTTE  SOUND,  51°  NOKTU. 


J.Ncii-bkaikt.. 
Amus  Mill 


March  . 
, . .  .do  . . 


Juno. 
June  15. 


DIXOX  ENTKANCE  AND  PRINCE  WILLIAM  ISLAND,  54°  AND  55°  NOUTH. 


Mairh  . 


Wm.  CInrU 

Arnold 

Henry  Haldane 

Luke  I'rank March  . 

Frank do  . 

Saqua  Douglas do  . 

Tom  Ilatc'.ien |....do  . 

G02 


Juno  1-10. 
June  I. 

Do. 

Do. 
Juno. 
June  1. 


DATA    FOR   MIGRATION    CHART. 


fi03 


Data  mmpjhd  from  a(fi,h,rih  hn-ewUk  api>en,h,l  relaliun  to  the  thnv  'h,-   Una,,,  i,.,^ 
D1X,«  KNTUiN,;E   AN,,    P,„.V,;E   W,L,.rAM    ,S,,AN1.,  ....  .VNI,  ,.,  ■  N,,,,,',,  -,•,,„„„„.„ 


It, 


Nniuo  or  (It']iouunt. 


tJiiii  Kiisiion 

Kinjj  Kiiskwa '..'..'. 

.las.  Kliiii„.li,.t  

Kolit.  Kiiokii ] 

Kird.    Iv.  .MaHcpii .' 

>iast<iii 

Sriiilhiialcli 

l>aii  Nutlilan 

Ntkla-ali 

liill.V  Williams 

Kii'il.  W'ijsdii 

AValtfr  Vduiij^ 

I'aiil  Voiiiiy , , 

Jlanlings  Vi'tlinow  !!..'.' 

Alii'l  U.vaii '. 

Frank  Scliciikliiigwas  .. 

i'ho.s.  Skdwi 

(Joo.  Skultka ..." 

I '.illy  Voltjidiy 


Pcl.T  (,'lllllVll . 

fiiMi.  La  CliK'k 

Miki"  KrtlriisdiK'k  ... 
.Iiiliii  Kowiiitat 

I'hilip  Ka.slicvaiciir  . 

I'..S.  W.illciiliiil.T.... 
.Martin  .Sin^iay.. 

.lack  Sitka...'. 

M.  Thlkaliilavnalikcc. 

(-'Iiarliti  'I'lakHalan 

I'ltir  Trcasheit 

i!.  Walton 

M.  Woo.skoot    


Tiint'ot  iiiipearnnco.     '^""'^'  "''  -'■''»♦<'»! 
!  nuiiibor. 


SITKA  HAY,  57°  NORTH. 


April  1,') 
....<lo  ... 
....do  ... 
-...do... 

May.... 

Malrli  . . 

April  15 
....do  ... 

...do... 


April  10 

May 

April  I.VMay  15, 
April  15  ...; 


Time  oi'disnppoariuire. 


Mnroli 

1 

'  ■lime. 

'  Alay.'M). 

...do  

Jni'ic  1. 

.Marrli 

Do 
Jniif  15 

...do 

...do 

.May 

.J  one. 

Ma'nii' .;!;.'; 

April 

and  .May  . . . 

i)o 
•Inly. 

...  do 



•Iniic  1. 

Miiy 



■luiio. 

.Xpril 



Juno  1. 

March 

•lunt'. 

Do. 
•)nne  1. 

])o. 

...do  

....do  

May. 

Marl'h' ".'.'.'.' 

Apiil 

••it) 

.Jniic  15. 
Jiiiii-. 

j 

.Inly  1. 
.JniiellO. 


.lunn  .'lO. 
.Inly  I. 

■  Do. 
.Inly  4. 


July  1. 


f;^ 


C'lia.s.  \  vi'iy  . . 
IVlcr  Cliiiilli . 


YAKITAT,  5ao  NOKTJr. 


A  prill... 


riilNCE  WILLIAM  SOi:XD,  00°  NOirrU 


J  uiii!  :;u-iii(. 


147°  WKST. 


J  ;t'(das  Anderson 

.vlax,  Colicu 

Jolin  W.Snntli ."' 

Frank  Kortli  . 

(Maf  Kayan '..'.'.'..'. 

>'i(i,li  ( i rf;;orotl' '.\ 

I't'tcr  Adnn;;iin 

I'avcl  Sliinicakin .." 

Anton  Kali.slniikntr " 

Ayakoon  KalLsliniknll' 

Miron  .Miinan 

TiniolV'  (Jhayiia 

Alana.s.so  Malick  ...'.'.".".'.".' 

Ma.ska  Koosdu. 

V,\u\)i\  Ajjooklook..' ."].'.';;' 

(ivcjfory  Aoyay 

Makar  'Clioonioritsky 

Yakott'  Aliakoo ......'. 

Eyau  Choouiorit.sky .'. 


May  1 

i  April  l-lo 

! do    

do 

May] 

Apiil  :)0  ... 

...do  

....do  

...do 

do 

....do  

...do 

....do 

...do 

...do 

do 

....do 

....do 

-...do 
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DATA  FOR  MIORATION  CHART. 


Data  rom piled  from  ajjiilnrils  hrrewilh  uitpeuihiJ  nldliii;/  to  Ihr  thiie  llir  .ilimkini  htvil, 
tlnrhifi  Uh  mifirtilioH,  apiiearn,  in  in  the  grnitcnl  niiiiiher,  iiiid  dimppeurs  off  r<trii>»n 
XwiHtu  aluny  tin:  vouat — Continued. 

COOKS  INI.KT. -lU^NOIlTH,  I.VJ^  WKST. 


Nniiu!  iir«U-|Hiuent. 


Tinieo('ui)iirnranc«. 


Kiiol:  Ajiiikrliri' Miiv  1-10  . 

I'l^ttM'  Almiikouk do 

Str|iliiin  Luiigwalic i «1« 

<iyl,vin  Moil  ill j do 

Di'iiis  Mal/ofl' do 

■\VaMvrvaii  Ol'kcw ! do 

I'avel  OIkiw do 

I'avt'l  Itiiiircliook do 

Will.  FoHtiT May  1 

Max.Colicn April  l.'i  ., 

AlfX.Siiy"  ■ Mav  1-10  . 

Jlctiv  Ml      .1 ilo 

Kiioli  Noojook do  . 

Sli'iiliiiii  'I'lioclivk do 

Ali'xy  Mnlia;:ak do 

Ti^kaii  1  vaiioir do 

Alrx.  Kaiiilook  do 

Pftcrdlinrasliook do 

St<-|diaii  A  |iav»'look do 

Alexy  Aliakct) do 

Siiiii'oii  Taiiapi'U do 

Niroli  Kaslia^ak do 

'IVkaii  Kookcw do 

J'avi^l  Aliauyii^aw do 

I'etcr  Aliaiiuac do 

Tlii'o.  Vassili April  l.'i  . , 

AVin.  Kolidf May 

Aiidi'i'Moii  Aiidw Julie  1 

VdUv  C.  Miller May 


Time  of  grcntcst 
iiiiiiilicr. 


Tiiiio  of  disappearance. 


May  :iO 


.liiiii'  15. 


KADIAK   AND  AKOiiXAK,  58^  NOKTH,  ir>2-  WKST. 


Piirt' April  25 ; 

M.  I,.  Wasliliiinie April'.tO May  :)0 Inly  15. 

Joliii  (J. 'roliiiaii ,  J-.ii'ifl 


ITNGA  ISLAXD,  100°  30'  WEST. 


1                    i 

UXALASKA,  106"  WKST. 


<;.  KMiiiir I  ,Tnly  10  (t) 

FrtMl.  Sill  itli i j  .7  111 V  1  (  0 

Joshua  Sticklaiid [ July  1-10  (?) 

I  I I 


GLOSSARY. 


A. 


lS:^Lr''.^:rl::.::i'::;i?:::.  :!:i'r'i^':':'-'''^^-i  '^-  ti.  rnhnof  ts„„hi. 


;a, 


Alaska  Seal  Herd.     The  i„.nToT  rn'r  sV-Mk^nV,:;:''.':"''''',''''';'.  .',''"!"  *'"*  T'-i'-ilof  TsI.mhI, 
Alaskas.     iho  tia.i.!  t.riu  for  tL«  sbui  skius  of  tli.i  Alaska  Catch. 

B. 

^''"'  V^L^aH- a^/Zl;"''''"^  '"^^«  ^•"^'  '■'•""'  ""«  *«  "  — «-  y-r««f  a«e.     Svn. 
Barabara.    A  la.-e  s.,.l-covere,l  hut  fimnerly  „s,.,l  hy  the  Prihih.f  natives  an  a  ,lwHl- 

'"tirS/,,'.^;';;;:.ran.l'^,^:;*'^^''*'''  ^"^'^^^  *»  "-'=-^'"  -  •^-ai...  .aa..,  ..1. 

BedUmer.    A  liarp-si-al  twelve  inonths  old. 
Bidark^..    A  ■small  skiii-covcitd  canoe 

Bull.    A  brcdius  ".ale  seal  of  six  or  seven  years  of  age.     Syn.  Seecalcl,  and  Ify.. 

Clapmatch.     See  Cow. 

''"'Z^L.:;:inS  *-"^"-l^'^i-  o„taine.UVo.nthe  Connnande.  Islands. 

Coppers.  ^.Tlietr.adc  term  for  seal  skins  of  the  ro(>)wr«/r/(      Svn    «;;.    • 

Cow.    A  iomale  seal  over  one  year  of  aoe.     Syn.X/^and  c!^;,n^r"- 

D. 

""■^^./ir  and  Sr^T"'  ^'-'^'"'^  ^"  ""^'«-^°  '»  m,nl.reedin.  n,ale  seal.     Syn. 

Feeder^  A  term  nsed  hypolaffic  sealers  to  .lesi^nate  a  seal  swimming.     Sv„    'frar- 
Flench.    The  act  of  Haying  a  seal. 


H. 

se'a'is  llmlil'i!  "'  '^"^^  '"  '''""'"«  '*-'"'  "l"'  ""*"  the  shore,  used  to  express  the 


GOG 


GLOSSARY. 


Hauling  Oroondi.    Thiit  portion  of  si  l,'oi>h<i)i  tVfi|m'iitf'(l  hy  nonlirooding  ninlpsonlm. 

Locatod  liiick  of  or  to  one  »\>\c.  of  tlie  /{rirdiiiti  UroiiHiln, 
HoUusohiok  (]>liii-al,  lloUHxchlckif).     A  corruption  of  tlio  Uussiiin  word  "  Kliolostiiil\," 

a  tt-rni  uhoiI  liy  tliu  nativcH  of  tiie  Prihilof  and  Coinmantier  IslandH  to  dtisi^uatu 

a  nonhreedin<;  nialo.     Syn.  Ilaclielor  and  Dof/. 
Holy  Seecatob  (Ijnssian,  Poln-Haykatcli.)    A  yonn^f  breeding  male  seal. 
Hood  Seals.    A  species  of  hair-seal. 

K. 

Kench.    The  act  of  salting  and  packing  aw.ay  seal  skins  in  the  hins  in  the  Salt  TIouhvh, 
Killing  Grounds.     Tin;  place  to  which  the  nonlirceding  niah;  seals  arc  driven  hy  tlie 

natives  froiv  ilic.  Ifaiilhig  (IroundH  and  where  the  seals  are  killed.     Located  a 

short  distance  from  the  Hauling  UrviDids. 

M. 

Matka  (plural,  Matkic.)    A  female  seal  over  one  j'ear  old.     Syn.  Cow,  Clapmatch. 

N. 

Korthweit  Catch.  The  trade  term  for  seal  skins  of  the  Alaskan  herd  obtained  by 
pelagic  sealing.    Syn.  Ficloria  Catch  and  Female  Catch, 

O. 

Overdriying.  The  act  of  driving  seals  so  rapidly  as  to  cause  them  to  die  of  exhaus- 
tion. 

P. 

Pelagic  Sealer.    One  engaged  in  Pelaf/ic  Sealing. 

Pelagic  Sealing.    'I'lie  act  of  liunting  seals  in  the  water. 

Pinky  Skins.    Seal  skins  which  are  spoiled  by  reason  of  the  blubber,  with  which  they 

are  lined,  becoming  decayed. 
Pod.     A  small  group  of  pu]»s  or  bachelor  seals. 
Podding.    The  gathering  together  into  groups,  called  "pods,"  of  pup  so.als;  or  the 

se]>arating  a  small  numlier  of  bachelor  seals  into  a  group. 
Pup.     A  young  seal  of  less  tlian  two  years  old.     A  black  pup  is  a  seal  less  than  two 

months  or  ten  weeks  old.     Agrai/  pup  is  a  pnj)  over  two  months  old.     The  names 

come  from  the  color  of  the  hair,  which  changes. 

R. 

Raids.    The  act  of  unlawfully  landing  on  Uookery  and  killing  seals  thereon. 

Rtiriving.  The  act  of  driving  unmarketable  nonbi'eeding  males  for  several  consecu- 
tive days  from  the  same  Hauling  (Ironndtt. 

Boiler.  A  term  used  by  pelagic  sealers  to  designate  a  seal  resting  on  the  surface  of 
the  water,  a-rolling  over  every  few  moments. 

Rookery.  A  shore  on  which  seals  cmne  on  land.  It  is  divided  into  two  parts,  lirced- 
(■""  (ironnds  and  Hauling  Gronndx  (which  see). 

Russian  Catch.  The  trade  term  for  seal  skins  obtained  from  the  Commander  Islands. 
Syn.  Copper  Catch, 

8. 


Salt  House.  A  house  erected  for  the  purpose  of  salting  and  packing  seal  skins  and  of 
storing  the  same  on  tne  islands. 

Seecatch  (plural,  Seecatchie).  A  corruption  of  the  Russian  word  "Saykatch,"  a 
.  term  used  by  the  natives  of  the  Prihilof  and  Connnander  Islands  to  designate  a 
breeding  male  seal.     Syn.  Bull,  Wig,  and  lleachnianter. 

Siberias.  A  term  sometimes  applied  to  the  seal  skins  taken  on  the  Commander  Is- 
lands.    Syn.  CoppevH. 

Sleeper.  A  term  used  by  pelagic  sealers  to  designate  a  seal  sleeping  on  the  surface 
of  the  wati^r. 

Stagy  Sldni.    Seal  skins  taken  from  the  animal  while  it  is  shedding  its  hair. 


GLOSSARY.  QQ'j 

T. 

Traveler.    A  term  uscl  by  peL.fii..  .oal...  ,o  .U..i.„a,.  a  Heal  swi.nnii,...     s,  ...  IW,U,: 

V. 

AI.S..  the  b,...ch  of  lo..n  coars..  h,.i..  ,„.  „.o  ..eck  of  a  ...ale  sealj  the  ...uuu. 

Y. 
Yellow-belUes.    Two  year-old  male  fur-«eal8. 


SUIUECT-INDEX. 


1  f  Pngp. 

Afojjnnk,  when  smls  apjtcnr  ort' >)>>'t 

AliiHkii  cntcli .".'.""".".' "lip  ilK  5')1 

Alaska  Comnicrcinl  Coin]>aii,v:  '' 

(•an;  taken  ol'si-als H-  j^^ 

formation  of " "_'_ -■}.•'  .-,yj(") 

li'ase  from  RuHsia  of  ('omnia  mlcr  iNlands "    '  k\-> 

lo;;  book  of •>") 

not  cngiiged  in  jielagif  senlinfj; 7!» 

Htatcment  of  sknm  jHUTlms^'d  Uy 510 

Alaska,  SoutheaHtcrn,  no  Heals .'.'.''. .Vjy 

A  lentil,  Rnnsian  K'lulioat "(ir» 

Aleutian  inhabitantH,  seal  huntort* r.i  tk 

Aleutian  IslandH:  '   ' 

feedinjj  of  seals U^   ,/' 

luiiilinj'  np  not  <lone  on .!!."..!!!....."  i^OS,  20H,  i'lS.  1'14 


rookeries,  none 


seals  not  seen  in  vicinity Z 


2(»8,215,  2U5 


IH,  215. 1'lti 


American  manaftenient,  improved  metiiods  under '       \h  Jiy"?? 

Anehor  i'oint  (Cooks  Inlet),  seals  otf,  few 2'Jy'''H0  ''3" 

Annette  Island,  no  seals  at •>r-:'  T/o,'  ZJi 

A.. *......*:,.  „ : "  -"•  -'^'•>  -'^1 


1,50 
MtS,  .5!l() 
.        124 


Antaretic  sealing; 

rookeries  destroyed .i5( 

soals ' _ 

Areas  of  nxdteries 107  417 

Attn  Island,  seals  do  not  visit ........"...!...!. '  -m 

Anstralia,  sealskins  from r.cn  ^tu 

Bachelor  seals.     (*Vr  .Seals.)  oo.»,.Hn 

Barclay  Sound,  seals  scarce  in •{,,5  '^Ai;  011 

Barren  Island  (Cooks  Inlet),  liuntiiifj  on '".'.'.'.'..... ' ' '     '  '>19 

Bates,  C.  Francis,  corroborates  Josepii  I  llmann  52s 

"  Bedlaniers " r,,., 

Bering  Island ..!!....!!....! ijir) 

Big  Polavina,  rookery ,0 

Birth,  pelagic.    (*«  i'ups.)  

Brabant,  Father,  Belgic  prit^st ;^3., 

?MfJ'!!"i"'"'.;  J  •<•■••, '.".'.  ."'.."!»8,'i6H,"i37,' 160,  Vfl4 

"  Breachers,"  dehned '       'orr 

Breeding,    (See  Seals.)  "^ 

Breeding  gronnds.     {See  Rookeries.) 

Brertou,  Engineer .  I - 

British  Columbia,  hanling  np,  not  d<meon  ..!!. hs^^  •>><« 

Bnyers  of  sealskins P,gJ'  "j,j^j 

Bulls,  age  wlu^n  they  seek  breeding  gronnils  . . . '. . . . ........ ' '. ! ." .' '. ..."'."['       '  UJ6 

arrival  of 2.">,  6H,"7Mi,'i2f),'i33, 148 

breeding,  saved '    ^^ 

described '   _ ,.„ 

destruction  of,  by  pelagic  sealing !!.!!.....!... 35^ 

easily  distingnislied 227 

examination  of  skins 40'> 

excess  over  females 161  195 

few  taken  in  pelagic  sealing ''.SI  '^5fi  '^57  •>77 

282, 284,  289,  290, 291, 2Jr>,  296.  301,  303,  3i6;  313,  315,  326,"395,"405r494 
lerocity  01  ................ .........^^^^^_     _  rjfk 

first  to  enter  Bering  Sea -jq  tot 

i'a'>i^«  •--■ i!!!!""!"!!!!!!!!!!!""'6'7  21 25 

ninnbers  sufficient  for  breeeding 74,  75,94,  97, 104, 109, 135, 142, 146,'  151, 181 

polygamous >       >       r       ,       , 


135 


2617— VOL  II- 


-39 
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SriJJKC  T-IMJEX. 


Pace 

Bulls,  remain  on  islands 493 

return  to  same  |tlace 148 

sciiriit  V  of,  1SX() 51 

virilit.s'  of 38,  49,  «4,  S!»,  14tJ,  151, 183 

vounjjdiu's,  ki!lc<l 285 

Californian  (,'oast: 

seal inji  olf 316,  320,  324,  325,  326, 431 

when  seals  a)i)iear (52 

Cape  Mlanco,  sealin^-olf 316,419 

Cook,  sealin,<i;  otl' 317 

l>on<ilass,  sealinjr  (tif 225 

Klizabeth,  sealinjr  otf 226,  230 

Flattery,  sealing  olf 221,  231.  314,  31.5,  317, 321,  323, 329, 40.5,  422, 547 

Horn,  rookeries  depleted 515,  541 

sealskins  from 551,  .557, 569, 573,  .578 

Capital,  London,  in  sealskin  business ,5.52, 565,574,576 

New  York,  in  sealskin  Inisiues.s .563 

Catrli.  A laska .548 

averafje,  of  schooner 325 

by  ■  1  a ;  i  ve s .308 

Cop])er 548,  5.56 

in  1868 63 

1888 410 

1891 19 

Northwest 5.56,  .56.5,  571, 572,  .573 

of  .tihi  310 

Jthle 330 

Jlrxiiiiiler 417 

J  li/n- 432 

Ariel 306,  .323 

Haiicork- 430 

Kate 316 

La  Xjimpha 430,  133 

Laiivn 433 

Lookout 431 

Mani  lit'  Leo 431 

Miir'rhi 326 

.)/«(•(/  Tai/lor 329 

Mascot ..' 317 

Mail  Ilelle 317 

Miiniie 310,  3)7, 320 

Mischief 330 

MoUie  Adams 322.330 

Otto 333,337 

Sun  Diefio 413,  431 

Sea  Lion 323 

Sea  Otter 421 

Seaward 432 

77(i.s//e 325 

Triumph 326.  434 

Vamlerhllt 327,  427 

Venture 330 

Walter  lUch 313 

Wihon 327  ^ 

off  St.  (ieoruo  Island  coast 316  / 

Charts,  Hrown's  ...^ 20.44.60,167     \/ 

CLatliani  Sound,  no  seals  in 249,  250,  2.53 

Straits,  no  seals  in 247,248 

Chile,  sealing;  otf 430 

Claiunatches  defined 598 

Clayipiot  Sound,  seals  in 231      y 

Climate  of  Pribilof  Islands 4.  61.  7.5,  80, 160    ^ 

and  Connuander  Islands 4 

Close  season  necessary 322,  323,  335.  34 1.  426,  459,  468,  481 

C(dumbia  River,  seals  at  month  of 327,3.30 

Coiumauder  and  Pribilof  Islands  rookeries,  size  of 203 

seals,  ditl'ereuce  between 198,  201 

Kubbeu  Islauds,  seals  tak<'U  from 204 

climate 4 
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Til  lie. 

Commnnder  and  Robben  Islandn,  banlinjj  hj) 12 

- bfvd I.7«.  IIT.  l'ir> 

r4N»4{pri«« lit".  H>) 

Cook's  Inlet,  Barren  Island,  off L'l't 

hnir  seal  rookery  on 2l'S 

seals  off ." 217.  L'Llt 

when  seals  ii|)]>ear L'-.'i,  L'lM.  I'LTt 

rookeries  none 227.  2; SO 

Coos  Bay,  seals  at 2;U 

Copper  island,  catch lUtJ.  82)>!.  'liH,  .V)6, 570 

drivinjj  on .56 

rookeries  on liMi 

Cows,  arrival  of 2:..  Wl.  81. 129,  i:«.  118.  122 

bear  pups  at  2  years = 51!* 

description  of .519.  "i  18 

feeding 1.  2,  21.  :U.  :!9.  8:5.  108.  108.  129. 189. 110, 

143,  144,  148,  158,  166,  180,  189.  208.  242.  3.55,  359.  :!t)3.  307,  371.  ."574.  400.  108,  410, 
416,  420,  438,  444,  446,  448,  449,  451,  458, 461,  404,  471,  473, 175,  490,  5l»3.  .50.5.  50(5 

habits  of 21,131 

increase  of 7, 151,  199 

instructions  not  to  kill 103 

natives  do  not  kill 90 

not  killed  on  islands I(i8.  128.131.133. 139,149 

nursing  of  pups .5.33,41.62,71,89,104.  110,130.  133,  118.37.5.1.50 

pregnant  or  with  pup  inostlv  taken  in  pelagic  sciiling 39. 100,  139, 

140,  146,  189,  211,  241,  243.  258,  261.  262.  264.  2()5.  266.  268.  269,  272.  273.278, 
279,  282,  287,  291,  293,  310,  342,  344,  345,  .346,  :il7,  318,  349.  3.50.  356,  3.57,  364, 
365,  367,  368,  369,  374,  377,  379,  :W0,  382,  383.  384,  385.  387.  388.  389.  391,394, 
395,  396,  397,  398,  400,  420,  445,  446,  448.  4.50.  453.  45(;.  457.  458.  460,  l(il.463, 
464,  465,  466,  468,  469, 470,  471,  474,  47(>,  477,  478,  479.  480.  482.  483,  48(),  488.  489, 
490,  502,  507,  508,  .511,  512,  513,  516,  519,  .520.  521.. 522.  524.  .527,  .533,  534,  561,  .588 

protection  of,  by  Alaska  Coininercial  Company 86 

skins  not  so  good  as  those  of  males 5iK) 

Crozett  Islands 541 

Dead  jMips.     {See  Pups.) 
Decrease  of  seal  life.    («See  Seals.) 

DisenchantniMit  Bay,  no  seals  in 238,  244 

Dixon's  Entrance,  arrival  of  seals  at 298 

sealing  in 277,  280,  281,  284,  287,  293,  294 

sea-otter  in 303 

Dressing  and  dyeing  of  skins 5.52, 563,  .568 

Driving,  Auieriean,  better  than  Russian SKt,  142 

and  redriving 1,2,38.49.64,72,82,137, 14.5, 1.59,161. 182.196, 199 

killing 72, 105. 1 1(».  1 1 1. 198 

cautiously  conducted ....  91, 97, 99, 104, 107, 129,  131, 133.  145,  155, 157,  181,  414 

methods  employed 21,5I,.55, 68,  89, 182 

on  Copper  Island .56 

St.  Paul  Island 150 

Elliott,  Prof.  H.  W.,  report,  1874,  on  increase 93 

Extcrmiuation  of  seals.     (See  Seals.) 

Fair-weiither  ground,  sealing  of!" 221 

Falkland  Islands,  sealskins  from .551,  593 

Farallou  Islands,  sealing  off 24 1,  319 

Feeding  grounds  of  cows.     {See  Seals.) 
Female  seals    {SeeCov/a.) 

Finners  defined 355 

Firearms.    (iS><?  Weapons.) 

Flag,  change  of .  34.3.  420 

Fli  pperers  defined 5(5 

F»g  about  islands 11, 99 

F>  'id  of  seals (I,  101.  161.355 

Fort  Kenai  (Cooks  Inlet)   228 

Four  Mountain  Pass,  seals  at 211 

Fur  seal.     (Sw  Seals.) 

Giiilai>agos  Island,  sealing  off" 472,515 

Gurbofcb,  rookery 13,  415 

Georgia  Islund,  sealing  off 324 

Gougb  Island ,. .59(5     / 

Gray's  Harbor,  sealing  oil 317  ^ 


sy 
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(Sn'iit.  East  Kdokfiy 13 

(fii!uialii)u;  IsIuikI,  st^iils  oxfiTiiiinatcd  at IHO,  'Ai> 

lladlf.v,  Li«'ut.  M.  M.  S.  I'haisiiHt ;W:{ 

llarciim.    (Sw  .Seals.) 

Harris,  Alfred,  (•(irrolioratvs  .J(>sc])]i  rUniaiiii r»2!t 

lluulinj;  up,  loast,  notdoiieon 12,    2(>,    27,    10,    (il,    70.  202,  22:5,  21."), 

2.50.  2.51.  2r>:{.  2.")l.  2!').->,  258,  2(i2.  2(U.  2(r).  2(!(i.  2(!7,  271.  27:i,  271,  27t!.  27«.  270,  281, 
2«2,  2H4.  2S.->.  2««,  287,  2W».  200,  201,  2}t2.  21X),  207,  2}»0,  ;«)1,  ;«)2.  30:<.  HOI.  HOO.  HI  1, 
SIH,  HI.-).  Hit).  H2H.  H2(5,  H25>.  HH,').  HHO.  H18.  IViO.  H71.  H77,  H70.  H80,  H8H.  HSI.  HS.").  HS7, 
3W.  HSO,  H!tO.  H02,  H9I,  HO(i,  H07.  HOH,  105,  107,  109,  1 12,  IKi,  i'td,  157,  150,  !(>(>,  170, 
472,  178.  181.  182.  481,  485,  488. 45M) 
{Secalxo  I'lihilof  Islands.) 

grounds 12,l.S,fi(?.  KM.  217,  2W 

Herald,  The  New  York H21     / 

Hesiniiat  Villafic HH2  ^ 

lloi)nelieisot  N'illajje H()5 

HiitcliiiLson  Hill 17 

Icy  Hay.  no  seals  in 2H0,  213 

Indian"  hnnteis 208,  201,  H18,  H20,  H22.  HHl.  HH2.  HOI,  474 

ln«iians  sntter  from  a  seaieity  of  seals 270,  288,  280,  204,  207 

I'aehenali,  nse  of  seals  by H05 

{See  aho  Natives.) 

International  Conijiany  has  lease  of  (inadalnije  Islands IHO 

.laeekel.  Hn|u;o,  corroborates  Ullniann .-)H1 

Japan,  hunting  on  eoast  of 427 

supply  of  sealskins  from ^ 517 

Japanese  sealskins 40H,  570,  571.  .581 

Juan  Fernandez  Island,  seals  at IHO 

Jnm])ers  detined H.55 

Katliak,  no  rookeries  on 222 

sealiu}:  off H24.HH() 

Kabpii  Island,  hair-seal  rookery  on 228 

Kelp  beds,  ])nps  not  born  on H4,  2IH.  222 

none  outsitle  Barclay  JSoiind HOl! 

Keuches  iielined 57     / 

Kerfjnelen  Land .540  ^ 

Keta vie  rookery ^ 13 

Killinjj;  of  seals.     (Sec  .Seals.) 

Kin>;-llall,  F.  (newspajjer  correspondent) H21.  IVM) 

Korniondorski  Island  sealskins .5()4.  570 

Labor  employed  in  sealskin  industry 52H.  52().  540,  5.58. 5()H.  57H.  582. 588   ^ 

La<;oou  rookery IH  '^ 

Lampson  &  Ct)..  London,  consi{j;iiees  of  skins .5H(),  .501 

Lessees,  policy  of lH(i,  157,  544 

Litzn  Hay,  no  seals  in 243 

Little  East  rookery IH 

Little  I'olavina  rookery 13 

Lt)bo8  Islands,  sn])])Iy  of  seal  skins  from .551,5.51),  557,  .5(i0.57H., 578 

London,  capital  in  seal  skin  industry ,552.  .5()5.  57t) 

dressing  and  dyeing  of  skins 524.  520.  527, 

528,  530,  5H1,  5H0,  5.52,  .558.  ,5t)l.  5(;H.5()8.  57!' 

trade  in  sealskins 520,  540, 552,  5(M,  572 

TiUkannon  rookery 13 

McManus,  Kobert  (newspapeV  correspondent) H21 

Marmont  Island,  spearing  of  seal  oft' HHH 

Martin  A-  Ct).,  dyers  and  dressers 571 

Martin  &  Teiehmann.  dyers  and  dressers .540 

Massafnero  Island,  seals  oft" 4H0,  541 

Mchuealeset  villajfe H05 

Merriam,  Dr.  C.  Hart 17 

Migrat' ■"..     (Sec  Seals.) 

Native  *junters,  methods  employed  by 231 

Natives,  ct)nditii)n  of ' 8,  70, 1(52.  .543,  (iOO 

ert'ect  of  decrease  of  seals  on IHO,  1H3.  103 

interest  in  seal  industry .53 

under  Hussian  Company (JOO 

wages  of 543 

(.s'ce  also  Indians.) 

Neah  Bay  Indians,  hunters 231,309 

New  York,  capital  employed  in  sealskin  indust ry 503 
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Now  York,  ilrcsHiiij;  and  ilyir.^  of  Mliiiis  in • Hd-f 

Now  Zeiiliinil,  smlskinH  from r>7'^ 

Nortli  Anierioiin  Connni-riual  Coinittiny  in  1K!I() Il.">    ^^ 

NortlicUHt  llai'])or,  scalin;;'  in ;{;{(•  ^ 

Nortlioast  I'oint  rookory i:{ 

North  I'aoiiic  seal  (ishcrios,  history  of r>7)) 

seals  k illiid  in ." tdl ,  102.  I75 

Northwest  and  Ala  lian  skins  dillt-r  from  oIIh'ik i't'i 

catch r.  IS.  T)  lit.  rcii,  ."it;.".,  r.7(),  .".72,  .".7:1 

Nnchnk,  no  seals  at L'4I{ 

Nnrsinfj  females.     (Nrc  ('ows.) 

Oliiiit  Village,  in  Hanlay  Sonnd I!(>5 

Oppenheiin,  .1.  M.  A  Co.,  consignees  of  skins '>['>,  Ml   /' 

Otter  Island HCi^ 

Overdriving !t7,  1  Hi.  l.JO,  151,  U'A 

Pachenali  Hay,  British  schooners  in .'{01 

Indians,  sealers ;{0,"» 

Pacific  Ocean,  North,  sealinfj  in '.i'2',i 

sealskins  the  best   .">.">"> 

season  in i:!."),  !:{(»,  JliO,  I II 

Passes  seals  go  throngh 1 17 

Patagonia,  ^ook^^ri<^s  on 51)3 

Pelagic  birth  impossible.     (See  I'nps.) 

Pelagic  sealing 51,  («">,  74, 15K,  HY! 

bulls  not  taken  in.     (.Vr  liulls.) 

cat ch n-J,  lX(i,  ll»5.  4!t(!,  I!>7,  I!t8 

cost  of  ontlit 4.51,  501 ,  .502 

ccnirse  of  vessels 122 

decrease  in  herd  caused  b  v 17,  1«,  2(!,  2«,  2<J,  H\ ,  XH,  !W,  W,  !H>,  100, 

101,  1():j,ios,  111,  112,  i:{0,  i:w,  i:{:{.  i:w,  kjo,  mo,  m:^,  I4(i,  ixi,  18:{,  1X4, 

11(5,  Dllt,  20:t,  205,  2(W,  212,  21.5,  219,  230,  210,  201,  202,  204,  200,  207,  201», 
270, 272,  273,  274,  277,  270,  280,  2!t!»,  301,  302,  304,  310,  318,  310,  321,  327, 
328.  332,  330.  340,  344,  347,  348,  35(!,  3(i0,  305,  3(i7,  370,  371,  372,  375.  377, 
378,  370,  3H0,  381,  382,  383,  384,  :{85,  388,  380,  301,  302,  303,  394,  305,  300, 
307,  308, 404,  414,  415,  419,  422,  424, 420,  432,  437,  440,  441, 442,  444,  440, 
447,  448,  440,  450,  451,  4.52, 450,  4.57, 458,  450,  401,  402,  403,  400,  408,  470, 
473,  477,  480,  481,  483,  484,  485,  480,  487,  488,  489,  490,  514,  528,  538,  5«7 

extermination  (»f  seals  inunincnt  by 09,  322,  323, 

328,39.5,404,40.5,41.5,420,423,  421,  432,  438,  441,  478,  481,  .54.5,  .540,  5H8 

increase  of 37,92,  151 

inexpei-ienced  sealers  engaged  in 506 

Indians  engaged  in 494,. 502 

Diet  hods  employed  in 54,  3.52,  300,  394 

outlit  of  vessels 300,309,4.52 

]iregiiant  cows  taken  in.     (.See  Cows.) 

prohibition  necessary 22,  73,  70, 

99,  113,  138,  150,  152,  100,  162,  175,  177,179,  187,  189,206,208,221, 
223,  227,  230,  232,  231,  211,  2.57, 207.  320,  334,  340,  342, 345, 340.  34«, 
349,  3,50,  351,  355.  3.56,  357,  303,  305,  3t!6,  368,  370,  375,  378,  381,  406, 
40H,  409.  413,  416,  430. 438,  439,  443,  444,  445, 447,  451,  452,  4,5.5.  4.50, 
4,57,  4.58,  4,59,  403,  4()7,  408,  470,  475,  470,  478,  479,  181,  483,  484,  4«5, 
IW,  491 .  195,  514,  .527,  .532,  534, 538,  540, 546,  ,517,  553, 557,  570,  574 

skins  taken  in,  Ic.ss  valuable 453,  .521.  ,522 

spears 385,  38(>,  388 

vessels  engaged  in 361,  .502,505,514 

waste  of  life  by 78, 1.58, 184, 186, 188, 197, 212,  225,  226,  238,  212, 

200,  200.  271,  272,  274,  277,  279,  281,  282,  283,  284,  280,288,  289,  291, 
2J'I,  2110,  298, 29,t,  301,  311,  319.  321,  322,  323,  324,  326,  328,  329,  331, 
333,  33S,  339.  342,  344,  345,  340,  347,  3-18,  3.50,  3.55,  3.50,  3(iO,  367,  372. 
374,  375.  3-2,  385,  388,  390,  391,  394,  400,  405,  400,  409,  411,1 12,  413, 
415,  417,  4 18.  4 19,  423, 421, 425,  427,  428,  429, 430,  432,  430,  442,  443, 
440,  447,  148,  449,  4,50, 451,  453,  450,  457,  4,58,  400,  462,  403.  404,  Km, 
40i;,  107,  408.  409,  171,  472,  473,  470,  477.  478.  479.  480,  482,  483,  484, 
485.  ISO,  187,  I8!t,  490,  493, 497,  502,  .504,  ,506,  507,  511,  514,  ,534,  .538 

wages  of  hunters  in 3ti2.  406 

when  began  09,  78,  342,  346 

weapons  used  in 180, 188.  221,  233,  234,  2.56,  260,  261, 262, 204,  267, 

268, 271,  273,  274,  278,  279,  282,  288,  289,  294,  296,  298,  301, 314,  31.5, 

316,319,323,32.5,327,330,331,3.36,371,377,395,404,408,409,413, 

414,  418,  419, 423,  428, 429, 432, 433, 438, 446, 447, 464, 486, 520 
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Phclaii,  John  J.,  verifiefl  McCleniien 517 

Poacliing.     (See  Pelajjie  sealing.) 

Poldviiia  rookery  on  St.  Paul  Island 408 

Port  Ktchos,  seals  ott' 233 

Pribilof  Islands,  cliiimte  of 4, 11, 61, 75, 80,  KiO,  164 

iliuiinislied  catch  on 501> 

groups  of  seals  on 13 

home  of  Alaskan  seals  on 135 

in  1868 63 

metci>rologi<'al  conditions  of 11 

origin  of 11 

pnj)  seals  born  on 224,232,3.58 

raids  on 400 

rookeries  and  hauling  grounds,  the  only  ones ... 37,  .59, 164, 212, 

218, 219, 223,  349,  366, 367,  368, 376, 382, 445, 447, 485 

eeals  different  from  those  of  Commander  Islands 198, 201, 203 

size  of  herd .543 

where  situated 80 

why  seals  chose 164 

Prices  of  s'  alskins 573, 575 

Pr  in<e  of  vVales  Island,  sealing  off 277, 283,  284, 285, 289, 297, 299, 302 

Prince  William  Sound,  when  »eals  appear  off 223, 233, 234, 236 

Profits  of  fur  merchants 526 

Pups,  aquatic  birth  impossible 5, 13, 23, 29, 

34, 67, 72, 164, 165, 198,  217, 218,  221, 222, 234, 238, 239,  240, 242,  243, 244, 
245,246,249,250,  251,  252,2.56,  257,  258,260,  261,  262,  264, 2&5, 266,  267, 
269,  271, 273, 274,  275,  276,  278,  279,  280, 281,  282,  283,  284, 285,  287,  288, 
289, 290,  291,  294,  2l>5,  296,  297,  298,  299,  301,  302,  303, 309,  318, 319, 323, 
326,  329,  331, 335,  349,  [iM,  mH,  364,  366,  367,  368, 369, 370, 371, 375,  376, 
378,  380, 382,  385,  387,  .388,  .389,  390,  396,  405,  418,  428,  432, 439,  440,  444, 
445,  447,  450,  454,  457,  459,  466,  468,  470,  478,  479,  481,  482,484,  485 

autopsies  of 19 

birth  of 25,81,100,108,136,148 

return  to  i)lace  of 358 

black,  skins  of  unborn 503 

Ohatham  Sinind,  in 250 

condition  when  born 51,   75 

departure  of,  from  islands 100 

gray 30.5.401,403 

habits  of 359 

inabilitv  to  swim 34,41,67,72,82,87,100 

104, 108, 109,  110,  129,  133,  136,  144,  146,  149,  160,  165, 180, 189, 198, 505 

killed  for  food 101 

migration  of 104, 212 

moi tality  among 26, 32, 39, 51, 64, 69, 71, 74, 87, 89, 95, 98, 100, 101, 

102, 103, 108, 110, 116, 128,  130,  131.  132,  139,  140,  141,  143, 144, 146, 152, 
159, 161, 164, 209,  374,  375,  408,  415,  426,  459,  481,  483,  484,  .503,  .505,  521, 

podding,  description  of 16, 56, 62, 82 

Pribilof  Islands,  born  only  on.     (See  also  Pribiloff  Islands) 356, 367 

sustenance  of 146, 148, 149, 165 

IJnalaska,  natives  of,  take  for  food 209 

where  born  .  .61, 189, 220,  223,  224,  226,  229,  231,  232,  236,237,  238,  23  ,  240, 258,  288 

Queen  Charlotte  Island,  no  hauling  uji  on 4, 287, 288 

sealing  off 286,299 

Raid  on  Robben  Island  by  Maiina  Loa 193 

St.  George  Island 421 

Raids 108,111,128,133,143,160.183,195,198 

few  have  occurred 78 

on  rookeiiics 39,  72,  76, 175,  436 

Russian  seal  islands 217 

Redriving.    {See  Driving.) 

Rees  Islet,  Chile,  sealing  off 4.30 

Reventie  from  seals  to  United  States 546 

Revillon,  Frcres,  French  sealskin  dealers 589 

Rice,  Ceorge,  dresser  and  dyer 552 

Rifles.     (See  weajions.) 

Robben  Island,  history  of  sealing  at 1.53 

raids  on 193,  203,  357 

sealing  stopped  on 198 


./ 


/ 


/' 
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Kobhen  Island,  souls  diff.-r  frc.in  C.miniiu.ler  Island  s.-als  ^'".no 

scalskinH  from •_  ..   '''•^ 

8iy.(>  of  HcaLs >M.  o < 0 

reef -'<i:^ 

Rollers,  defint'd .'.'.".' 12 

Kookerit's  and  breeding  Kronnds,'  pnitVc'tVoii  oV ^^'^ 

hauling  grounds,  doscript  ion  of ..." ,.!.' 

location  of .,,''' 

appearance  of ;.      -i< 

areas  of ■■■:. O^.tW,  75 

breeding  on .' .\:,;,;-;J^*;- '•^' ^"' •**'- ''^ 

can-  of ■  ■ Ob..  51 1 

■   cliiirts  of ■•! 

condition  of  in  1886  !..."!  ..'"i'.ii' r*^ 

decrease  ol' ,•  • ■"•! 

depleted  condition  of  in  1840  .'.".'.'.'. '  *^'^*  ^  ''^'  ':; 

desertion  of 'J 

expansion  of  in  1877  .     '^^~ 

Garbotch,  St.  Panl  Island...'.'.'.'."'.".'. ,.,  ,'I 

Japanese l.i. -llo 

management  of...         •^^" 

measurement  of.... :..::::::::: !'',UI8,4U 

on  Copper  Island **9 

Commander  Island 1'"' 

Pribilof  Islands  (nee  alao  Pribi'l'of"  Isbnlds) , ./9q 

bt.  George  Island. ..  "•   ^-»'»5' 

St.  Panl  Island "'.'.'.'. "j 

South  Shetland  Islands ; ,,  S'l 

present  and  past  condition  of *"*'  '^'^ 

protection  of '^ 

raids  on 12,8(5 

rei'f  of,  St.  Panl  Lshuui '.'. ■*'^^' 

Robbcn  Hank ■*'•' 

Rooker;?;Hi!;^[^.^:;;r'::::::::::::::-''"'" 

Great  Kast 1*^ 

hair-seal  in  Cooks  iiVlct }^ 

Katavie ....'.'.'.'. "? 

Lagoon l*^ 

Little  East 13 

Little  Polavina .'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'."!.' ^^ 

Lukannon 13 

North  Starry  Artcel 13 

Tolstoi ;;;;■ 13 

Zupadnie 13 

Russia,  sealing  forbid«len  by,  before  1867 ..^,3 

hussian  Alaska  Company  . .  "3» 

Russian  American  Company,  con't'ract  wi'tli 'oppenl'icini  '&"ro' -?- 

Russian  and  Alaskan  seals  do  not  intermingle  ^  yAi"  \o^  ''j? 

i  ur  CJompany,  condition  of  natives  under '   ^  ^'  *H 

fur-seal 8 

Islands,  catch  on !!.!!!.!!!.!!.! ^^^ 

management  of...." .'."!!.'."" 202 

management ^"^ 

•  8«al8  killod. ...'."...'.'..... '"''^2 

smaller  than  American J?^ 

sealskins ^.-jO 

side  of  Bering  Sea,  sea I'i'n'g'o'n .'."."! ^^^'  'ifj 

R'itting  season.- when  it  begins... ^■^' 

St.  George  Island '. ^^  ^ 

origin  of '."........*....... ^}^ 

„,    „  rookeries  on  ]}■ 

St.  Paullsland 13  ^ 

area  of  rookeries  on " "     ,,^i^ 

origin  of lo,  <3 

.    pnpsjdeadon  1.    keries  of .".'.'.' ." ,Ji 

....     seals  on,  in  1870 ji? 

• 414 


v^ 
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suiuk(;t-ini)i:x 


Vagfi. 

SniHhviili  Liinil 594 

Hcliooiici'M.     {Sir  Vessels.) 

8fa-ott»'i-,  ('xl.Tiiiinal  ion  ..C 21it.  I'TIt,  L"8S.  2iir>, !.'!«»,  301,  S02 

.   .Inmters  of 218 

Seals,  Alaska liw, iiriiv al  of 13. 66, 173, 171, LM« 

bai'liolor 12 

aniviilof 2.  25,  ><2, 12!M33,  Hit,  420,  122 

.:         Lal.its  of 7,21 

briiiidiiiK  and  iiiaikiiifj  of 08,106,137,160,194 

liii'cdinK.     ('*»'<'«  Kookeries.) 
■  eatili  on  I'rihilof  Islands,     (Ser  Calch.) 

care  taken  of 115, 150 

classes  separated 86 

co|>nlation  of 2,6 

disease  anion}{,  almost  nnknown 91, 

100, 103, 107, 128, 131, 133, 146, 151, 183 

doinestieationof,  oasv 52, 

....  69, 96, 105,  145, 153,  151, 156,  181,  182,  206, 409,  472 

extermination  of,  probable.     (iS'w  Pelajiie  sealinff.) 

habits  of 3, 43, 135,  166,  210, 359,  472, 475,  485 

liarems 6,13,14,135,166,  177 

home  of 12 

inereas)'  of 18,  33, 99,  KMJ,  135, 155 

indiserimiiiate  killinjj  of.     ('SVr  PelaKi'' n^'alin^;  Waste  of  life.) 

killing  and  drivin;;.     {Sve  Driving  and  led  riving.) 

by  Russians 195, 508 

care  taken  in 157 

for  food 83 

gang,  the 72 

grouuds 72 

how  condnoted 68 

,  .       .  none  in  mul-oeean 3.58 

of 173 

season 25,  .56, 83 

management  of 173, 178 

.        .        migrationof 6,   24.    40,    61,   62,   67,100,104,108, 

130, 131, 136, 144, 180, 191,  205,  208,  213,  214,  21.5, 216,  231, 

.     .    260, 264,  266,  268, 270,  271,  279,  283,  288,  292, 294, 295, 296, 

298,  301,  302,  321, 323, 331,  34 1,  344, 349, 350,  .356,  358. 365, 
366,  .369,  392,  394,  396, 397,  405,  409, 416,  428, 430, 433, 442, 
445,  459,  466,  469, 474, 478,  480, 481, 483, 484,  485,  488,  5.39 

numbers  of,  how  estimated ,..71, 161 

in  1881 176,223,238,239,241 

pereentage  of,  lost  in  shooting.     (See  Pelagic  sealing.) 

scent  of,  keenness 591 

shooting,  how  done 261,315 

sink  when  shot 188,521,486 

,    .  size  of  diminishing 402 

Bexot;  indistiugnishable  in  water..  .59, 189,  20.5,  210, 219,  233, 242,255, 

256,  257,  258,  2(i0,  262,  265,  266, 268,  269, 270, 272, 

273, 274,  275,  280,  283, 287,  288, 294,  295,  298, 301, 

...    ..  .310.318,345,348,372,374,388,392,446,477,479 

no  dispro])ortiou  iu 159 

South  Sea,  extermination  of 577 

speed  in  swimming 6,63,328,438 

"stagey"  season  defined 86 

uniparons  (8«c  Pu])s,  birth  of) 165 

virility  of.     (See  Hulls.) 
yearlings.     {See  Yearlings.) 

Seals,  hair 228,554,591 

harji 591 

hood..; 592 

Sealskins,  biivers  of,  list 564,  .566 

classes  of 393,  .521,  522 

distinguishable  from  each   other 516,  519,  .5,58, 569, 571, 573, 575,  .581, 588 

.     dressing  and  dyeiug  of.     {Srr  Dressing  and  dyeing.) 

'    .  examination  of,  by  E.  E.  Webster 403 

in  1892 401,402 
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Sealskins,  home  consnniptioii ''"'■''■• 

labcir  in,  industry,    '('su'e't&hw.') *'** 


packing 
]»ric('s  of 
KnsNian. 


ni 

;;;;;;;;;;;; 518,521.573 

sex  can  lie  tol'ti  frdiii". .'.'." .'."."'.' k' h^^' kn^' kt'->' --'V ---' k ...  '^11 

Biz,,  of ' "  • ""'  •  "'^'  '••'-•  '•'"•  •^'*'.  5<>9 

sources  of  supply  ."!!  .'."."."..■.■.■■..■"  ] vi^  -lo'-n  ~-^ 

South  sea.........  i>37,  o42.  o^O.  i.79 


supply  irrejjular 


551,555.577 


transjioitatioM  of o(j5,56() 

w«<ight  of 9 

Sechart  Indian  village 1 

Seizures  (.f  scalers  («<c  also  Vcsseis)". '.!■.". ■.'.■.■.■.'.; i«li>"  Y'lriVw"  i«rVo7  o?"? 

Seventy-two,  sealing  off '  '"'*'  '"•^'  '•*^'  •^'7,  841 

Shotguns  (sec-Weajions.)  410 

Silk  used  in  sealskin  manufacture,  value  of.. 

Sitka "-io 

no  seals  off .:::;:::: 222,228 

Sound,  arrival  of  seals  ait .'.' li!'' oio 

seals  taken  in -"''  ^T 

Skinners  defined 2o6 

South  Shetland  Islands    ^ 


X 


^ 


South  Georgia  Islands'  rookerie' 


.424,577 


seals  ott  .■;;.■.■.■;;.■ 424,594,596 

Spears.     (i<fce  Weapons. )  ^^* 

Stabbers  <lcfined 

Stevens'  Passage,  no  seals Yu".'.' .".".".'.".'.'.".' 'A,^  Jl^ 

Stinkers  define.l 247,248 

Teichmann,  Emil,  knowledge  of  s.ViiJkiuVndustrv r!^''? 

ierra  del  l-uego,  seals  on ' .•  'J^^ 

Three-year  olds,  number  taken    "'*•'*'  •""''^ 

St.  Paul  Island '.'.■. '.'.■.■.■.■.■ ~^l 

Tolstoi,  dead  pups  at ^1'^ 

rookeries  on 1^ 

Toquat  village ^? 

Trade  in  London,  extent  of! '  "(Sec  London. ) ^^^ 


sealskins  up  to  time  of  American  ownershi 


545 
524''^ 


Transportati.m  of  sealskins  .::..:.:..;. .  ^"'e-au  ownership  .... 

Treadwell,  George  H .,  corroborates  J.  J.  I'hVlan 

Henry,  corroborates  Joseph  Ullmann  .'.".'.'.".' e..,, 

Tseinsheaus  seal  hunters •^-" 

Unalaska,  CAa/Zengre  taken  to..!."!."! r^? 

Unimak  Pass,  Challenne  seized  in! !...!!!!!!!!! ! ol'- 

no  seals  at !"..!!!!.!!! ^Ir 

United  States,  pTJireft;^*in;;;arfish;ry::!!::; -•-"■-"^^^■^■-'lV32tV32i,-.m410 

revenue  from  seal  fishery ?;!,, 

se-ilskinindustry,  persons  employed  in  !!!!!! iv}R  K-d 

Uruguay  (Lobos  Islands) ^'"''„2 

Vancouver  Island,  no  hauling  up  on  . . .".'!! !!!!"! o,^!, 

sealing  off !".!'.!!! yVrViT-^M  ^^a 

sealskins  from ^.«,  317,  .^24,  32b 

Veuiamenofon  killing  of  male  seals "*4 

VesH<'ls;  »7 

Active,  catch  of 

Ada... .  • 432 

r,eized -".".■.'.".".'.".■.■.■.■.■.'.■.■.■.■.■.■.■ ^^^'  ^^^ 

Adams,  Albert,  seized !.'!!. ^^^ 

At/red,  seized !!!!!!! '?! 

Alollie 345 

Adele 330 

Alexander 329 

catch  of!!!!!!!! il7,418 

Alj/ei;  catch  of !!!!!!!!!!! 407,429 

Alpha,  seized 431 

'  187 


'» 
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Angel  Dollie,  rapture  of 39 

log  of 65 

J«»ie,  Hfized 187 

Ariel,  catth  of 305. 306 

Arainiah,  wizcd  hy  Russia 191, 316 

Bevk,  Aiiiio,  si'izfd 187 

lilavk  Diamond,  seized 188 

liowhend 404 

Carolena,  seized 186 

Hkins  taken  from 65 

Challenge 315 

catch  of 265 

seized 187 

City  of  San  Diego 337' 

Cggnet 424 

Dashing  /!« it,  catch  of 430 

Dolphin,  seized 187 

Dora 427 

Dger,  Mattie  T.,  seized 456 

•       Ellen,  seized 187 

Emma  and  Louisa,  examination  of  skins  on 402 

Favorite 221, 323. 332, 334 

seized 334 

Foivler 404 

Hancock,  catch  of 430 

Handg,  Sglria 410 

Helena,  seized  hy  Russia 194 

Henrietta,  seizeil  bv  Russia 194 

Hu»t,  Sarah " 324 

Kate 316 

ordered  cmt  of  Bering  Sea 316 

Eate  and  Anna,  seized 187 

La  ^ijfmpha,  catch  of 430, 433 

La  Rosa,  catch  of 432 

Laura 404 

catch  of 433 

Lewis,  J.  H.,  skins  taken  from 65 

s.'ized 197 

seized  bv  Russia 194 

Lilly  L -■ 227 

seized 187 

Lookout,  catch  of 431 

Maggie  Rosa,  catch  of 406 

Mauna  Loa,  raid  by 193 

ilanning.  Kate 424 

Marrin',E.  B 325 

Mary  Taylor 329 

Mary  de  Leo 431 

Mascot 317,330 

Maud 317 

May  Belle 317 

.       Minnie 310,314,317,320,330 

seized .' 188 

warned  out  of  Bering  Sea 320 

Mischief 330 

seals  transferred  to 317 

Mountain  Chief 324,329 

Onward 221 

seals  taken  from 65 

seized 186 

Oscar  and  Mattie 321,333 

Otto 321,332,335,336 

seized 333 

Pathfinder,  seized 188 

Penelope 323,331 

'       Perkins,  C.  C 304,309 

Pheasant,  H.  M.  S 332 

Pictou 307 
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I'ionecr 

Bich,  Waller \" '.'..'.'. .[ ■''Ifi 

Ro8<:oe ' 315, 3l'3 

Hose,  seized  by  Russia 331 

RuHh,  cruises  of 1!'4 

Sadie  Clyde .'.'.'.".'."." 1^'>.  ■*  *^ 

San  Dieijo 423 

tiiteh  of. !..'.'..'.".!.'.".!  .'■■.■..■.■■. ; --1. 331 

seized "_ ^  413 

yoytbff^oi 185,410 

San  Jo8(f  seized ...  431 

Sayuard,  W.  /'.... .'.'. .' .'.■.■.■  .'.■ ' ■";  "' " " " ' " }X7 

seized 334 

Sea  Lion 1H7 

Seaward,  eateli  of 319,325 

Sea  Otler,  diiveu  off  hv  C'oiicJM ^32 

*''■«'•»•« ". 421 

Sparks,  Hose 185 

Siraii,  James  G ....!.......!. ;      '^^'3 

warned  by  TheliU 304,  .^09 

Teresa '  305 

Thelis,  warning  from  . . ". 221. 830 

Thistle,  catch  of [[[ 333 

Thornton,  skins  taken  from.... ...'.'.'..'. 325 

seized 05 

Triumph 1"5 

catch  of.. ..:::::::::::: =^23.320 

Tnpper,  C.  H 434 

Umatilla 320 

Umbrina 401 

Fanderhilt .'.'.'".'.".'.'.'.'.'!.".'.' ;  323 

Venture,  ordered  out  of  Beii'n.r'sea 327,  427 

Victor ""        ."-.  330 

Webster,  E.  E 307 

White,  C.  H 403 

Wilson,  cAar/esz). .!."'.  .■;;.■■.;;;;;;:  :;;;;;■; 404,424,427,432 

-^.   ,     .  otters  eauglit  by 327,  427 

V  ictona,  value  of  sealing  vessels  from  327 

Virility  of  bull  seals,     (^ee  Bulls.)         ^-'i* 

Walla  Walla  Strait 

Walrus  Island,  size  of. .  401 

Wigs  deHned .J .' 71 

Wrangle  Land,  seals  at  . . .  j'95 

Yakutat  Bay,  seals  in  .  241,  2.-)4,  2Hd 

Yearlings,  habits  of . .  218, 241, 203 

defined V.V.'.'. 1*^> 

number  of  killed    -ni  '>-"•'  jr6  ■"'" '        ^'^ 

iiapaduie  rookery 228 

Zone,  protective,  necessary       13 

,.  ^i"«fl^rnoprotection::::::::::::;;::;:::::::::::;::;;3^^-;i---i----^^342 


